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Ibn ‘Awf

Abi 1-Tahir Isma‘l ibn Makki ibn Ismatl ibn ‘Awf al-Zuhri
" 1-Kurashi l-Iskandarani

DATE OF BIRTH 1092

PLACE OF BIRTH Unknown; presumably Alexandria
DATE OF DEATH October-November 1185

PLACE OF DEATH Alexandria

BIOGRAPHY .

Ibn ‘Awf was an important Maliki jurist in Ayyubid Egypt whose lineage
went back to the Companion of the Prophet, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Awf.
He was the stepson of the eminent Andalusi scholar Abii Bakr al-Turtiishi
(d. 1126; q.v.), who had settled in Alexandria. He learnt under al-Turttishi
law and Hadith (al-Suyat], i, p. 453), and studied with him in particular
Malik's Muwatta’ and Abli Dawiid’s Sunan (Fierro, pp. 77-78). He also
transmitted al-Turtiishi's Kit@b birr al-walidayn (Fierro, p. 55).

Ibn ‘Awf was known for his piety and modesty, and he was highly -

esteemned by Salah al-Din (Saladin), who u@ed to correspond with him
and-consult him on matters of law (see al-Safadi, p. 185). He played an

important role in Salah al-Din's reinstatemeht of the sadir, an additional-

export tax exacted from Christian merchants, particularly Franks, at the
Alexandrian frontier (thaghr), and was appointed to oversee the monthly
distribution of the funds that were accrued (Ibn Farhin, i, pp. 293-94).
In 1138, Ibn ‘Awf was appointed to a teaching position at the newly
founded madrasa in Alexandria by the anti-dhimmi Sunni vizier of the
Fatimid caliphate, Ridwéan ibn Walakhshi, 'who had a close relation-
ship with him. (When Ridwan tried to depose the Caliph al-Hafiz li-Din
Allah, it was Ibn ‘Awf and two other scholars whom he consulted [see
al-Maqrizi, p. 167].) This was the first madrasa to be established in Egypt.
The written statement of appointment issued by al-Hafiz 1i-Din Allah
and addressed to Ibn ‘Awf reveals that the school was initially named a/-
madrasa [-Hafiziyya (al-Qalqashandi, x, — x, p. 458), but it subsequently
came to be known as al-madrasa [-‘Awfiyya (Ibn Farhin, i, p. 293). He

had many disciples, among them the Hadith scholar Aba Tahir al-Silafi-

(d. 1180). In addition, Salah al-Din and his sons are reported to have
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