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: Chapter I11.
’ ’
Historj: of the Dynasty of the Seﬁtlon V.
Kings of Berar,

Entitled

Imad Shahy.

FiJTTEH OOLLA IMAD SHAH

His origin— raised to the rank of a noble—is created ruler of the provtm:e of Berar ind ,'A dence from the
court of Bidur— hzs death, 2 . -

- he first person who became distinguished in this family was descerided from the Canarese
infidels of Begjanuggur. Having been taken prisoner in the wars with that country, when a boy,
he was admitted among the body-guard of Khan Jehan, the commander-in-chief, and governor of

Berar. As he grew up he discovered abilities and courage, which attracted the notice of his master, who

ultimately becamne so much attached to him, that he nominated him to offices of distinction. After the
death of Khan Jehan, he repaired to the court at Mahomedabad Bidur, and in the reign of Mahomed
Shah Bahmuny, through the influence of Khwaja Mahmood Gawan, he received the title of Imad-
ool-Moolk, and was subsequently. raised to. the office of commander of the forcesin Berar. . .

In the year 890, he declared his independence ; shortly after which he died, and was succeeded by
hiseldestson.

A.HL 890.
A.D. 1484,
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Berar
”Ség 0-1574 CE

Fateh Ullak Imad Qha&a_

The Imad Shahi rale in ﬁerax was founded by Fateh Ullah Jmad
Shar He was originally in the -service of the Bahmanids and
was the Governor of Berar, When the. Bahmanid State disintegrated,
Fateh Ullah Shah deciared his lndependence in 1490 C.E. when Berar
seceded from the Bahmanid empire, . He established bis capital
at Ellichpur, and emcalhehpd it with some fine buildings. 51 died
in 1512 C.R. after a. s@neﬁcent rule spread over tw\,niytwo yea :
Alauddin Imad Shsh

Fateh Ullah Imad Shah was sucbeeaed by. his son " Alanddin
Tmad Shah. At the outset of his reign he was jnvolved in _conflict-
with - the neighbouring state of Ahmad Nagar. The town of Pathri
in Berar, north of Gondwana was the ancestral home of the Nizam
Shahi rulers of Ahmad Nagar. Oz sentimental gmun{ib Borhan
Nizam Shah of Ahmad Nagar asked Alauddin Imad Shah to cede
this ‘town to Ahmad Nagar. . Alauddin refused to accede to the
demand. - Thereupon Burhan leam Shah of Ahmad Nagar invaded
Berar in 1518 C.E, and captured Pathri, Alauddin Imad Shah chose
to remain quiet. In 1525 C.E. Alauddin joined the alliance: of Abmad
Nagar and Bidar against Bijapur. He had hoped thai by such
alliance, Ahmad N agas would restore Pathri to Berar. Thishope was
behea and in 1527 C.E. there was a shift in alliance. The ruler of

Bijzpur married his younger sister to Alauddin, and as a consequence
Berar allied itself with Bijapur against Ahmad Nagar., Bijapur and
Berar invaded Abmad Nagar and recaptured Pathri. Thereafter
Ahmad Nagar -invaded Berar and captured Pathri, Alauddin
suffered defeat. The forces of Ahmad Nagar ransackad the covatry-

i, Cambridge History of India.

3. Oxford History of India : V. Smith.

3, Aedieval India under Muhammagan Rule : Stanley Lanepoole.

&, History of Iadia as told by its own historians : Elliot aud Dowson.
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SUMAD AL-MULK — 9YMAD SHAHI

Nizam al-Mulk Asaf Djah 1I and obtained the rank |

of ‘“‘5,000™.

Bibliegraphy: ‘Abd al-Kadir Khian Djadisi,
Ta’rikt+i Imad al-Mulk (MS India Office 4000} ;
Samsim al-Dawla Shah-nawiz Khan, Ma’athir al-
wmiard® {Bibl. Ind.), ii, 847-56, Eng. tr. H.
Beveridge, 674-8; Azad Bilgrami, Khizana-i Samira,
Cawnpoee 1900, 50-4; Ghulam Husayn Khan,

Gulzar-i dsafiyya, Bomay 1308{1891,

68-70; |

Cambridse History of India, iv, 415-6, 435-40, |

444-8; W. Irvine, Later Mughals, Calcutta 1922,
il, 141, 295, 300; Storey, if1, 623, ifz, 102830
(where several other references are given).

(A. S. Bazmer ANSsaRI)

(XIMAD SHAHI, the title of a ruling family,

founded b¥ a Hindu convert to Islam, which ruled
over Berar [g.0.] for nearly a century from 896/
1490 unt® ¢82/1574. The founder of the dynasty,
Daryé Khan, better known to history by his title F ath
Allah  ‘Imad al-Mulk, was descended from the
Canarese Brahmans of Vidjyanagar [g.v.]. He fell
as a prisemer of war in 827/1423 into the hands of
Khan-i Dsaban, the commander-in-chief of the

Bahmani [g.o.] forces in Berar, who appointed him

to his personal bodyguard. Impressed by his talents
and ability Khan-i Djahan quickly promoted him
to offices of trust and distinction, After the death
of his master, Fath Allah joined the court at Bidar
[g.v.] and through the good offices of the chief
IMinister EhW¥idja Mahmid Gawian [g.9.] received
the title of “Imad al-Mulk from Muhammad Shah
Bahmani I (reg. 867/1463—887/1482). In 876/1471

he was appointed governor and commander of the

forces in Berar, i.e., to the office which his former
master K&an-i Djahian had occupied. It appears
however that towards the end of his life, although
technically owing allegiance to the court at Bidar,
he considered himself the virtual ruler of Berar, as

was done by the early Nawwib-Wazirs of Awadh

[g.v.] during the Moghul rule.
Partly

convert, who had risen to power through military

because the founder of the dynasty was a

exploits, and partly because the rulers had little -

love for literature and art, no history of this dynasty
was ever secorded and no man of letters paid ‘any
attention to the story

of their rise and fall. Were it

not for references to this dynasty in the histories |

of the neighbouring kingdoms, practically
would be known about them (Firishta devotes a sep-
arate section of his work to this dynasty). No build-
ings or warks of art or public utility constructed

nothing

during their rule have been discovered; they rather '

devoted their time to the welfare of their subjects
and the grosperity of their state. Another reason
for their net finding a historian to record their deeds
was that theirs was the only Sunni kingdom in a
cluster of Shi% states attracting Iranian men of

letters, some of whom settled down in the sub- 1
continent and took to the profession of writing.

Cousequently even the boundaries of this state are
not precisely known. 1t is known however, to have
extended from the Andjadri hills to the Godawari,
while on the west it bordered on Ahmadnagar and
Khandesh {g9.v.). Its eastern limits are uncertain;;
the region, including the site of
of Nigpir, was covered with jungle.

Scon after his appointment as governor of Berar,
Fath Alsh was sent on an expedition against Rai
Vidiay Singh of Viragadh. He reduced the fort after
a sicge of six months, compelling the ruler to evac
Hate his ancestral home “leaving behind his public

the present-day city ;

treasures and hereditary wealth”. In 877/1472, along
with the chief minister Mabmid Gawan and Yiasuf
‘Adil Xhan, who was later destined to become the
founder of the “Adil Shahi dynasty of Bidjapar, he
took part in the expedition against Belgam, which
was conquered and added to the didgir of the chief
minister. On the execution of Mahmud Gawian on a
charge of treason in 886/1581, ‘Imad al-Mulk became
apprehensive of his own safety and showed signs of
disaffection. Muhammad Shah Bahmani I1, fearing an
open rebellion, placated him by confirming him in
his government of Berar. In 887/1482, on the acces-
sion of Mahmtid Shah Bahmani I1, a lad of twelve, he
was raised to the office of a minister in reward for
the slaughter of ‘“foreigners” (ghariban), the support-
ers and adherents of Yisuf Adil Khan, the governor
of Bidiapir, thus paving the way for Nizam al-Mulk,
a Dakhni nobleman, to usurp all power for himself
(the king being a minor). At the same time Shaykh
(Firishta purposely uses this word—used in the
subcontinent as an honorific for converts to Islam
belonging to respectable families—to show their
non-Muslim origin) ‘Ala‘{)\al-Din, the eldest son of
‘Imad al-Mulk, was appoiz}tcd his father’s deputy
in Berar. In course of time *Ymad al-Mulk became
so powerful that in conjunction. with Nizam al-Mulk
be conducted all the affairs bf the government
during the minority of the king, enjoying throughout
the support of the queen-mother. Mahmid Shah,
smarting under the overbearing attitude of the two
ministers and provoked by the casual remark of a
Habshi [g.0.] courtier, ordered their assassination.
Both of them, however, managed to escape with their
lives, being expert swordsmen. ‘Imad al-Mulk retired
to his government of Berar, nursing a grudge against
the monarch and watching for an opportunity to
shake off his yoke.

A few years later he declared his independence
in 890/1484, striking his own coins and causing the
kkutba to be read in his own name. Yet he refrained
from calling himself “Shah’, either out of respect
for the royal family whom he had once served or

(more probably) out of political expediency. He was

not destined to enjoy the fruits of independence long,
as in that very year he died. He was succeeded by
his son “Ala’ al-Din, who, confident that the effete
Bahmani monarch could not assert himself, assumed
the title of Shah in 896/1490; he established his
ceurt at Kavel, following the example of Malik
Ahmad Bahri, son of the late Nizam al-Mulk and
Yisuf ‘Adil Khan of Bidiapar, who had earlier in
895/1489 declared their independence, the former
founding the city of Ahmadnagar [g.v.].

In 910/1504 Amir ‘Ali Barid, son of Kasim Barid,
the regent of Bidar [¢.2.], who had won full control

over Mahmid $hah Bahmani, in league with Malik’

Ahmad Bahri invaded the territories of Y asuf ¢Adil
Shéh in order to punish him for professing the Shi‘a
faith (all the other states around and the entire
Muslim population of the Deccan were Sunni). Yasuf
‘Adil Shih struck back strongly, compelling Mahmiid
Shih and Amir ‘Ali Barid to seek belp from others,
including ¢‘Imad al-Mulk.,

This  *aged and experienced statesman” as
Firishta describes him, resolved to maintain strict
neutrality, and having perceived the intentions of
Amir ‘Ali Barid, who was exploiting religion only
to destroy Yisuf 3dil Shih, interceded with the king
on behalf of Yasuf “Adil Shah. Amir Barid, now left
practically alone, fled from the field along with the
king, leaving the roval camp to be looted by the alljes,



