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Muhammad al-Sagir b. al-Ha3g b. “Abd AllZh al-Wafrant
al-Najfar ; qad sahhaha “ibdrdti-hi al-t3rihiya Hddas.
— [Al-Tabca al-taniya]. —— A1-Ribat : Maktabat al-
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196  UISTOIRE DES BERBERES.

sait qu'a la suite de plusieurs balailles, les Alides furent écrasés
par les Abbacides. Idris-Ibn-Abd-Allah, frere du Mehdi, s'¢-
chappa d’un de ces conlits et chercha un asile dans le Maghreb-
el-Acsa. Les Auréba, les Maghila et les Sadina, peuples berbéres,
accordérent leur protection au fugitif et, dans leur zéle pour la
cause de ce prince et de ses enfants, ils parvinrent & fonder un
empire et & conquérir le Maghreb central. Des émissaives idri-
cides réussirent i délacher du parti des Abbacides les Beni-
Ifren, les Maghraoua el d’autres tribus zenatiennes.

La puissance de la famille d'Idris fut andantie par les Fale-
mides; mals, pendant toute sa durée, les Alides de I'Orient n'a-
vaiént jamais ralenti leurs efforts pour s’emparer du khalifat.
Leurs agents parcouraient les provinces les plus ¢loignées, etun
de ces missionnaires, nommé Abou-Abd-Allah-el-Mohteceb!,
vint en Ifrikia et invila les populations i soutenir les droits <du
Mehdi, descendant d'Tsmail Fimam, fils de Djider-es-Sadee. Les
Berberes de la (ribu de Betama embrasserent cette cause ct, sou-
tenus par leurs alliés sanhadjiens, ils arracherent I'lirikia aux
Aghlebides et rejeterent les Arabes en Orient. Ce fut ainsi que
ceux-ci perdirent V'empire de 1'Occident et que les Berberes se-
couérent le joug dontladescendance de Moder les avait chargés.

Il est vrai que la religion musulmane s'était alors bien établie
chez les Berberes, qu'une foi vive avail pénétré dans leurs coours
et qu'ils croyaient fermement & la I)i'onlesse de cet l::tl‘e, source
de toute vérité, qui a dit : La ferre est & Dieu ; il la donne en
héritage a celui d'entre ses servileurs qu'il veut?. Aussi, en
renversant U'empire, ils ne perdirent pas leurs croyances et, en
détruisant les monuments de la puissance arabe, ils ne portérent
aucune atleinte & Iédifice de la foi. Cela ¢st conforme ala pro
messe de Dieu, promesse inviolable, par laquelle il s’engage &
compléter ses desseins et i faire triompher st religion sur toutes

les autres.

1. Voiur L. 11, p. 509.

9. Coran, sourate 7, verset 125,

‘ LES BENI-IFREN. 197
N
\‘icette époque, les Berbéres voulaient fonder un empire pour
eux-mémes tout ensoutenantles prétentionsde quelquesenfants
d’Abd-Menaf. En combatlant pour ces princes, ils dissimulérent
les véritables motifs de leur conduite et ils réussirent enfin a se
constituer en nation indépendante. C'est ce qui arriva aux Ke-
tama de P'lfrikia et aux Miknaga du Maghreb. Jaloux de leur
succés, les Zenata, tribu qui leur était bien supérieure en nombre
el en puissance, se mirent aussi  'ceuvre et, comme eux, ils
gagnérent un premier lot dans ce jeu de la fortune. Ce ful
ainsi que les Beni-Ifren, sous la conduile de 1'llomme & U'4ne,
firent la conquéte de I'lrikia et fondérent, plus tard, un grand
empire sous la direction de Yala-Ibn-Mohammed et de ses lils.
Ensuite les Maghraoua eurent leur dynastie, celle des Beni-I(ha-
zer, et disputérent le pouveir aux Beni-Ifren et aux Sanhadja.
Quand les royaumes élevés par toutes ces races se furent écrou-
Iés, un nouvel empire s’établit en Maghreb par les efforts d'un
autre peuple sorti de la méme souche ; la dynastie des Beni-
Merin occupa le Maghreb-el-Acsa, el celle des Beni-Abd-el-
Ouad le Maghreb central, ot elle trouva des adversaires redou-
tables dans les Beni-Toudjin et dans une partic des Ma-
ghraoua.

Nous raconterons en détail I'histoire de tous ces peuples et,
en rapportant leurs hauts faits ainsi que les ramifications de
leurs tribus, nous adopterons le plan que nous avons suivi dans
Phistoire des [autres] peuples berbéres.

ZENATA DE LA PREMIERE RACE. — NOTICE DES BENI-IFREN ET DES
EMPIRES QU’ILS FONDERENT EN IFRIKIA LT EN MAGHREBD.

ﬁgj‘quifI[ggn formaient la branche la plus considérable de
la grande (ribu des Zenata. Selon les généalogistes de cette race,
ils descendent d'Ifri, fils d'Isliten, fils de Mesra, fils de Zakia,
fils d'Ourcik, fils d’Adidet, fils de Djana. Les Maghraoua, les
Beni-Irnian et les Beni-Ouacin sont fréres des Beni-1fren, tous
ayant Isliten pour aieul. En langue berbére, le mot i/ri veut
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among Darim led to a raid (second ‘day of Uwara’)
as a result of which 100 captives of hanzala wete
burnt alive by the king. Another important battle
was on ‘the day of Rahrahan’, a few years later,
when B. ‘Amir b. Sa‘sa‘a, annoyed because Lakit b.
Zurara had give hospitality to the killer of their chief
attacked a caravan of Hanzala and made some
prisoners and took booty.

An attempt by Lakit to revenge this defeat led
to the more disastrous defeat at Shi‘b Jabala. Hanzala
were part Of the forces of Tamim on the second ‘day
of Kulab’, when they successfully repulsed an attack.
Among the first of the tribe to become a Muslim
was al-Akra‘ b. Hibis of Darim. It was among Tamim
that the prophetess Sajah appeared in the ‘wars of
the ridda; among those supporting her was Malik b.
Nuwayra (Yarbu), who was put to death by Khalid
b. al-Walid. To Hanzala belonged Asma’ bint
Mukharriba, mother of Abu Jahl.

After the conquests many of the tribe settled in
Basra and elsewhere in ‘Iraq, and to them the Zutt
and Sayabiga became clients. Some Kharidi leaders
came from Hanzala, notably ‘Urwa b. Udayya who
led the opposition to “Ali at Siffin and was executed
. in Basra about 58/678; also his brother, Abu Bilal
Mirdas (killed 61/681).  °

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Hakima, Ahmad Abu, History of Eastern Arabia 17501800,
Beirut, 1965.
Philby, H. St. 1.B., Sa “’udi Arabia, London, 1954,

de Perceval, Caussin, Les arabes avant I'Islamisme, index;
Mufuddaliyyat (ed. Lyall), pp. 122f., pp. 428-36.

Sumuw al-Amir Su‘ud b. ‘Adlul, Ta'rikh mulul al-Su‘ud,
Riyadh, 1961.

Watt, Montogomery, Muhammad at Medina, pp. 13741,
pp. 372-4.

Winder, R.B., Saudi Arabian in the nineteenth century,
London, 1965.

SAKIL AHMAD

1

Banu Ifran \/

Tribe of Morocco

Banu Ifran (or Ifran, Iran, Ufran, etc.) are the
most important branch of the Berber tribe of the

Zenata (Zanata). According to the writin ‘
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of three Berber genealogists used by Ibn Khaldun,
namely Sabik b. Sulayman al-Matmati, Hani b.
Masdur- al-Kumi and Kahlan b. Abi Luwa, the Banu
Ifran are descended from Islitan (also Yaslitan), son
of Misra, son of Zakiya, son of Wardiran (or of
Warshik), son of Adidat. According to the same
tradition, Zakiya was the brother of Dammar
(Demmer), the eponymous ancestor of the Berber
tribe of that name, while the sister-tribes of the Banu
Ifran, descended from Islitan, were the Maghrawa,
the Banu Irniyan and the Banu Wasin.

Along with this tradition, which seems to have
been generally adopted in Berber circles during the
Middle Ages, Ibn Khaldun also transmitted another,
which appears to be far more authentic, since it
derives from an Ifranid informant. It was taken by
Ibn Khaldun from the Jamhara of Tbn Hazm, who
reproduced it from the account given by the Spanish
historian Yusuf al-Warrak (or Muhammad b. Yusuf
Ibn al-Warrak), d 363/973. This last-named scholar
took his account from Ayyub, son of Abu Yazid
Makhlad b. Kaydad whom he had met in Cordova,
where Ayyub had been sent by his father on a mission
to the Umayyad caliph ‘Abd al-Rahman III.

Now, this second tradition regarding the origin
of the Banu Ifran, which may be called the ‘tribal’
tradition, does not differ greatly from the first as
known from the writings of al-Matmati, al-Kumi and
Kahlan b. Abi Luwa. According to Ayyub, the Banu
Ifran were descendants of Ifri, son of Islitan, son of
Misra, son of Zakiya, son of Warsik (or Warshik),
son of Adidat, son of Jana, the eponym of all the
Zanata tribes. We may add that the Ifrani tradition
transmitted by Ayyub also regards the Banu
Maghraw (Maghrawa), the Banu Irniyan and the
Banu Wasin as sister-tribes of the Banu Ifran, and
Dammar as the brother of Zakiya.

Lastly, according to the Ibadi historian Abu
Zakariyya’ al-Warjlani (after 504/1110-1), the Banu
Ifran and the Banu Wasin were kinsmen, and together
formed the tribe (or rather confederation) known as
the Banu Tijarat. According to Ibn Khaldun, the
name Ifri, the eponym of the Banu Ifran, derives
from the Berber ifri meaning ‘cavern’ (in modern
Berber dialects ifrifafrajufru, and the corresponding
diminutives tifrit, etc., mean ‘grotto’, ‘cavern’,
‘hiding-place”).
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(136 mm. at Kidal) and sometimes join the Tilemsi
to the west. The valleys and depressions are fairly
rich in vegetation (acacias, tamarisks and tropical
types of plant); the water there is fairly shallow and
the pasturage relatively rich.

The region was probably at first inhabited by
Songhai Negroes, to whom are attributed the ruins
of some villages. It is then thought to have been for
a long time disputed between the Touareg, the Moors
and the Songhai. The Touareg Ifoghas became and
remained masters of the country, which was an
important cross-road of caravan routes to the Niger
(Gao), Agades; ‘the” Ahaggar and the oases of the
north, particularly Touat.

The Ifoghas, like the other Touareg, are fair
skinned, speaking Tamahakk (a Berber dialect) and
are nomadic shepherds and caravaneers, They are
however, less poor than the Touareg of the north
(Ahaggar .and Azjer). Their line of descent is not
through the women and their social structure is
somewhat different; they have neither ‘warriors’ nor
slave tribes. They travels in small groups with their
goatskin tents and their sheep and goats over fairly

short distances, entrusting most of their camels,

which travel farther afield, to keepers.

In spite of the advent of lorries, they still trade
by caravan with the oases of Touat and Tidikeit,
from which they obtain dates, and increasingly with
the Sahel area, whence they obtain millet and rice.
Their only fixed points are the very small palmgrove
of Tessalit, in the north-west, and the administrative
centre of Kidal in the south; Kidal is the only market,
its stall-holders being Mzabis and ‘Arabs’® from
the north.
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Ifran /

Tribe of Cordova, Moroccb, Spain and Tunisia

MAULVI AL-HAQ

Ifran, also known as Ufran, are the most
important branch of the large Berber tribe of the
Zenata. According to the writings, now lost, of three
Berber genealogists used by Ibn Khaldun, namely
Sabiq b. Sulayman al-Matmati, Hanji’ b. Masdur al-
Qumi and Kahlan b. Ab. Luwa, the Banu Ifran are
descended from Islitan (also Yaslitan), son of Misra,
son of Zakiya, son of Wardiran (or of Warshik), son
of Adidat.

According to the same tradition, Zakiya was the
brother of Dammar (Demmer), the eponymous
ancestor of the Berber tribe of that name, while the
sister-tribes of the Banu Ifran, descended from Islitan,
were the Maghrawa, the Banu Irniyan and the Banu
Wasin. Along with this tradition, which seems to
have been generally adopted in Berber circles during
the Middle Ages, Ibn Khaldun also transmitted
another, which appears to be far more authentic, since
it derives from an Ifranid informant,

It was taken by Ibn Khaldun from the Jamhara
of Ibn Hazm who reproduced it from the account
given by the Spanish historian Yusuf al-Warrak (or
Muhammad b. Yusuf Ibn al-Warrak), d. 363/973.
This last named scholar took his account from
Ayyub, son of Abu Yazid Makhlad b. Kaydad whom
he had met in Cordova, where Ayyub had been sent
by his father on a mission to the Umayyad caliph
‘Abd al-Rahman I11.

Now this second tradition regarding the origin
of the Banu Ifran, which may be called the ‘tribal’ -
tradition, does not differ greatly from the first as
known from the writings of al-Matmati, al-Qumi and
Kahlan b. Abi Luwa. According to Ayyub, the Banu
Ifran were descendants of Ifri, son of Islitan, son of
Misra, son of Zakiya, son of Warsik (or Warshik),
son of Adidat, son of Jana, the eponym of all the
Zanata tribes.

We may add that the Ifranid tradition transmitted
by Ayyub also regards the Banu Maghraw
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tails sur iu bataille de 5238/1134. Yakat indique d'une
maniére exacte la date de la chute de Fraga devant
les Catalans, mais sa bréve notice est, par ailleurs,
un singulier assemblage d’erreurs; al-Kazwini décrit
le dédale de galcries souterraines olt les habitants
se réfugiaient en cas de danger.
Bibliographie : 1drisi, al-Maghrib, 176, tr.
‘211, 190, tr. 231; Ibn ‘Abd al-Mun‘m al-Himyari,
al-Rawd al-mitar, n° 20; Yikiat, s.v.; Kazwini,

Athdr al-bildd, s.v. Fardgha; Codera, Decadeicia,
11T sqq. (J. F. P. Hoprkins)
Ban0 IFRAN (ou IFraN, IFRAN, UrrAn, UFRAN,
/etc.), branche la plus considérable de la grande
tribu berbére des Zanata [g.v.]. D’aprés les écrits,
aujourd’hui perdus, de trois généalogistes berbéres
cités par Ibn Khaldiin, & savoir Sabik b. Sulaymin
}%Matméﬁ, Hani® b. Masdiir al-Kiimi et Kahlan b.
Abl Luwi, les Banii Ifran descendent d’Islitan
\/ (aussi Yagslitan), fils de Misra, fils de Zakiya, fils de
Wardiran (ou bien de Warshik), fils d’Adidat.
Suivant la méme tradition, Zakiya serait frére de
Dammar (Demmer), éponyme deé la tribu berbeére
~homonyme, tandis que les tribus-sceurs des Bani
\/ Ifran, issues d’Islitan, seraient les Maghriwa, les
Banit Irniyin et les Bani Wasin. A coté de cette
tradition, qui parait avoir été généralement adoptée
dans les milieux berbéres 4 I’époque correspondant
a notre moyen Aage, Ibn Khaldin nous en a encore
transmis une autre qui semble étre de beaucoup plus
de valeur, vu qu’elle provient d’un informateur
~ifranide. Elle a été tirée par Ibn Khaldin de la
Djamhara d’'Ibn Hazm qui la reproduit d’aprés le
récit de I'historien espagnol Yasuf al-Warrik (ou
Muvhammad b. Yasuf Ibn al-Warrak, m. en 363/
973-4). Ce dernier savant tenait ce récit d’Ayyib,
fils d’Ab@t Yazid Makhlad b, Kaydad [¢.2.], rencon-
tré & Cordoue ou il était venu, chargé par son pere
d’une mission auprés du calife umayyade ‘Abd al-
Rahman III. Or, cette deuxi®me tradition sur
Porigine des Banid Ifran, tradition qu'on pourrait
nommer «tribale», ne différe pas beaucoup de la
premiére, connue par des écrits d’al-Matmati, d’al-
Kimi et de Kahlan b. Abi Luwa. Suivant Ayydb, les

Bana Ifran étaient des descendants d’Ifri, fils d’Ts-,

litan, fils de Misra, fils de -Zakiys, fils de Warsik
fou Warshik), fils d’Adidat, fils de Dijana, épo-
\/ nyme de_ toutes les tr1bus zandtiennes. Ajoutons
encore que 1a tradition “ifranide transmise par
Ayylb considére, elle aussi, les Bani Maghriw
(Maghrawa), les Bani irniyén et les Bani Wasin
comme tribus-sceurs des Banii Ifran, et Dammar
comme le frére de Zakiya. Enfin, suivant 'historien
ibadite Abu Zakariyyi® al-Wardjlani (aprés 504/
1110-1), les Bani Ifrap et les Banii Wasin étaient

fréres et formaient ensemble la tribu (ou plutdt la |

confédération) dite Band Tidjart. D’aprés Ibn Khal-
din, le nom d’Ifr1, éponyme des Bani Ifran, provient
du mot berbére ifri qui veut dire «caverne» (dans
es parlers berbéres modernes, ifri (Jafrajufru et
les diminutifs correspondants tifrit, etc.) signifie
«grotte», «caverne», «cachetter).

La plus ancienne mention des Bani Ifran (quin’é-
talent connus ni des auteurs grecs ou latins de Ianti-
quité ni méme des auteurs byzantins du VIe siécle
é/c,rivant en grec ou en latin) provient de 1'époque

//'t'le la conquéte musulmane de I'Afrique du Nord,
/' c'est-a-dire de la deuxi®me moitié du IeT/VIIe siécle.
A cette époque, ils étaient la tribu la plus nombreuse
et la plus puissante de la grande famille zanatienne.
Suivant Ibn Khaldin, on en trouvait des branches
dans PIfrikiya, 'Aurés et le Maghrib central. Plus
tard, vers la fin du Ier/VIIe s., les Banii Ifran appa-

raissent parmi les tribus berbéres les plus considé-

rables de la Berbérie orientale. Ils entraient alors,

avec les Maghrawa et plusieurs autres tribus berbéres
de la branche des Zanita et de celle des Butr, dans
la grande confédération berbére a la téte de laquelle

se tenait la tribu &___ig____m_mmndéef —par la

Kahlna (q.v.]. Il semble qu’a_ cette énooue 1es

pale des Banu Tfran occupait les régions adjacentes
de la Tunisie actuelle. Les Banii Ifran étaient si
étroitement attachés a la personne de la Kahina
qu'une tradition berbére, citée par Ibn ¢Idhari, fait
d'Ifran, ancétre de cette tribu, le pére de la K3ahina.
Il est d’ailleurs tres vralsemblabm Bana Ifran
eux-mémes n’étaient a 'origine qu’une confédération
de fractions de diverses tribus berbéres orientales,
confédération qui se forma apparemment dans la
deuxiéme moitié du VIe ou dans la premiére moitié
du VIIes, de notre ére. En effet, le nom de Bani Ifran
n'est pas encore cité parmi ceux de tribus berbéres
orientales dont il est question dans la Jokannide de
Corippus (VIe s.), qui nous donne la liste quasi
compléte des peuples habitant la partie orientale de
la Berbérie, 4 I’époque de la reconquéte de ce pays
par ’empire byzantin, héritier de celui de Rome.
Il semble que les Band Ifran proprement dits,
noyau de la future confédération homonyme, n’aient
été a l'origine qu'une tribu plutdt insignifiante qui

avait réussi A se mettre 4 1a téte d’un certain nombre ~

de fractions de tribus berbéres pendant la domination
byzantine ou a I'époque tourmentée des premiéres
invasions arabes dans la Tripolitaine et 1'Ifrikiya
proprement dites. L’aire primitive d’habitat de ce
peuple se trouvait en Tripolitaine occidentale,
patrie hypothétique de toutes les tribus zanitiennes
(ard Zanate «pays des Zanita» des récits des tradi-
tionnistes arabes du ITe/VIIIe et du IIIe/IXe siécle,
dont les récits ont été utilisés par Ibn “‘Abd al-Hakam
dans sa relation de la conquéte du Maghrib). Les
tribus zanitiennes occupaient alors non seulement
I'intérieur de la Tripolitaine occidentale, mais aussi
les environs de la ville de Sabra (ancienne Sabratha),
sur la cbte, ot elles sont mentionndes en 123/741. Le
territoire occupé par les Zanita confinait & I’Est au
ard Hawwdra «pays des Hawwira» qui embrassait
toute la partie centrale de la Tripolitaine. Or, aux
confins. de ces_deux pays, trouvait sa place, dans
le district actuel de Yéfren, la tribu berbére des Banit
Ifran (ou Yafran), considérée par les uns comme
faisant partie des Zanita et par les autres comme
appartenant aux Hawwara. Ot ne sait rien sur Phis-
toire la plus ancienne de ces Ban@ Ifran qui appa-
raissent dans les sources arabes, pour la premiére
fois, vers le milieu du IITe/IXe s. comme les voisins
orientaux et les rivaux des Naffisa. Il est pourtant
assez probable que ces Banid Ifran de la Tripolitaine
occidentale n’aient été que des débris de la grande
confédération zanitienne homonyme ayant continué
4 habiter dans le Yéfren aprés I’émigration de la
masse - principale de- cette confédération déplacée
plus 4 ’Ouest, vers la Tunisie actuelle, probablement
au moment de la conquéte de la Tripolitaine par
les Arabes. Ibn Khalddn rattache, on I'a déja wvu,
le nom d’Ifri, ancétre-éponyme des Ban@ Ifran, au
mot berbére ifri «cavernen». Si cette étymologie est
juste, on pourrait supposer que la confédération
des Banii Ifran (ou plutdt son noyau) adi son nom
au fait que les fractions zanidtiennes qui entraient
dans sa composition vivaient, 4 lorigine, dans des
demeures troglodytiques. Or on sait que les districts
montagneux situés dans Pintérieur de la Tripolitaine
occidentale et dans celui de la Tunisie du Sud-est :
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b. Nusayr took Saragossa in g¢6{714. Thereafter
it may be assumed to have shared the fortunes of
Saragossa, being rarely mentioned by name in the
histories. At the beginning of the 6th/rzth century
it was still nominally in Almoravid territory under
the governorship of Yahya b. Ghaniya (see GHANIVA,
Bani]. In 528/r134 Alfonso I “‘the Battler” {who had
already taken Saragossa in 512/1118) tried to take
Fraga but was soundly beaten by Yahya. 1n 543/114¢
the town was seized by Ramén Berenguer 1V, Count
of Barcelona, and Muslim rule there came to an end.
Idrisi places Fraga with Jaca, Lérida, and Mequi-
nenza in the province of Zaytiin, a name which he
applies also, as does al-Himyari, to the Cinca. Al-
Himyari also gives a few details on the battle in
528/1134. Yakit gives correctly the date of the fall
of Fraga to the Catalans but his short entry is
otherwise a singular concentration of errors. Kaz-
wini describes the warren of tunnels in which the
inhabitants took refuge in time of trouble.
Bibliography: I1drisi, al-Maghrib, 176, tr.
211, 190, tr. 231; Ibn ‘Abd al-Mun‘im al-Himyari,
al-Rawd al-mi%ir, no. 20; Yakit s.v.; Kazwini,
Athdr al-bilad, s.v. Farigha; Codera, Decadencia,
111 ff. (J. F. P. Hopxins)
X BANG IFRAN (or IFraN, IFRAN, UFRAN OFRAN
etc.). the most important branch of the large
Berber tribe of the Zenata (Zanita [g.v.]).
According to the writings, now lost, of three Berber
- genealogists used by Ibn Khaldin, namely Sabik b.
Sulayman al-Matmati, Hani® b. Masdar al- Kimi and
Kablan b. Abi Luwa, the Banii Ifran are descended
from Islitan (also Yaslitan), son of Misra, son of
‘Zakiya, son of Wardiran (or of Warshik), son of
Adidat. According to the same tradition, Zakiya was
the brother of Dammar (Demmer), the eponymous
ancestor of the Berber tribe of that name, while the
sister-tribes of the Bant liran, descended from Is-
litan, were the Maghrawa, the Bani Irniyin and the
Ban@t Wasin. Along with this tradition, which seems

to have been generally adopted .in Berber circles -

during the Middle Ages, Ibn Khaldin also transmitted
another, which appears to be far more authentic,
since it derives from an Ifranid informant. It was
taken by Ibn Khaldin from the Djamhara of Ibn
Tiazm [¢.v.], who reproduced it from the account given
by the Spanish historian Yisuf al-\Warrak (or Muham-
mad b. Yasuf Ibn al-Warrak), d. 363/973. This last-
named scholar took his account from Ayyib, son of
Abi Yazid Makhlad b. Kaydad [¢.v.], whom he had
met in Cordova, where Ayyiib had been sent by his
father on a mission to the Umayyad caliph ‘Abd al-
Rahman I11. Now this second tradition regarding the
origin of the Banii Ifran, which may be called the
‘‘tribal” tradition, does not differ greatly from the
first as known from the writings of al-Matmati, al-
Kiami and Kablan b. Abi Luwi. According to Ayyib,
the Band Ifran were descendants of Ifri, son of
Islitan, son of Misra, son of Zikiyi, son of Warsik (or
Warshik), son of Adidat, son of Adidat, son of Diansa,
the eponym of all the Zanita tribes. We may add
that the Ifranid tradition transmitted by Ayyib also
regards the Bana Maghraw (Maghrawa), the Band
Irniyan and the Band Wasin as sister-tribes of the
Bani Ifran, and Dammar as the brother of Zakiya.
Lastly, according to the Ibadi historian Abd Zaka-
riyya> al-Wardjlani (after 504/1110-1), the Banit
Ifran and the Bani Wasin were kinsmen, and
together formed the tribe {or rather confederation)
known as the Banii Tidjart. According to Ibn
Khaldin, the name Ifri, the eponym of the Bani
Ifran, derives from the Berber word ifri meaning

“cavern” (in. modern Berber dialects ifrijafralufru,
and the corresponding diminutives #ifrit etc., mean
“‘grotto”; “cavern”, “hiding-place’).

The earliest mention of the Band lfran (who were
unknown to the Greek and Latin writers of antiquity
and even to Byzantine authors of the 6th century,
writing in Greek or Latin) occurs in the period of
the Muslim conquest of North Africa, that is to say
the second half of the 1st/yth century. At that period,
they were the largest and most powerful tribe of the
great Zanita family. According to Ibn Khaldiin, there
were branches of them in Ifrikiya, the Aures and
the central Maghrib. Later, towards the end of the
1st/7th century] the Bani lfran appear as one of the
most important tribes of eastern Barbary. With the
Maghrawa and several other Berber tribes of the
Zanata branch and that of the Butr, they then joined
the great Berber confederation headed by the tribe
of the Djariwa commanded by the Kahina [g.v.), at
once queen and prophetess. At this period the Dja-
riwa apparently inhabited the Aures, and the main
body of the Banii Ifran occupied the regions adjacent
to what is now Tunisia. The Banit Ilfran were so
closely attached to the person of the Kihina that a
Berber tradition quoted by Ibn ‘Idhiri makes Ifran,
the ancestor of this tribe, the father of the Kahina.
It is moreover very probable that the Band lfran
originally were merely a confederation of sections
of various east-Berber tribes, apparently formed in
the second half of the 6th or the first half of the
7th century A. D. In fact, the name Banit ran is as
yet not mentioned among those of the east Berber
tribes dealt with in the Johannis of Corippus (6th
century), a well-known low-Latin source which gives
an almost complete list of the peoples inhabiting the
eastern part of Barbary at the time of the country’s
reconquest by the Byzantine Empire, .

The Bani Ifran properly speaking, the nucleus of
the future confederation of that name, were originally,
it seems, no more than a somewhat insignificant
tribe who had succeeded in placing themselves at the
head of a number of fractions of Berber tribes at
the time of the Byzantine domination or during the
disturbed period of the first Arab invasions of Tri-
politania and Ifrikiya proper. The region originally
inhabited by this people was in western Tripolitania,
the hypothetical homeland of all the Zanita tribes
(ard Zanata, ““land of the Zanita" according to the
accounts of Arab traditionists of the 2nd/8th and
3rd/gth centuries, used by Ibn *Abd al-Hakam in his
description of the conquest of the Maghrib). The
Zanata tribe then occupied not only the interior of
western Tripolitania but also the country surround-
ing the town of Sabra (the ancient Sabratha), on the
coast, where they are mentioned in 123/741. The
territory occupied by the Zanita was bordered on
the East by the ard Hawwadra “land of the Hawwira”,
which included all the central part of Tripolitania.
Now it was on the borders between these two lands,
in the modern district of Yefren, that the Berber
tribe of the Bani Ifran (or Yafran) dwelt, being
thought by some to form part of the Zanita and by
others to belong to the Hawwara. Nothing is known
of the earliest history of these Bana Ifran, who first
appear in Arabic sources at about the middle of the
3rd/gth century as the eastern meighbours and rivals
of the Nafiisa. It is quite probable however that
these Banii Ifran of western Tripolitania were merely
the remnants of the large Zanita confederation of
the same name who had continued to live in the
Yefren after the emigration of the main body of that
confederation further to the West, towards what is .
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