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HISI'O]/)/ 0 f Ira 111 | Ismaili historiography

ART, LITERATURE AND CULTURE FROM - Farhad Daftary
EARLY ISLAM TO QAJAR PERSIA |
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Studies in Honour Of Charles Melville E i ntil the middle of the twentieth century, the Ismailis, representing a major Shi‘i

Muslim community, were studied and judged almost exclusively on the basis of

Tiwkive Diyanet Vakfi

islam Aragtrmalen Merkezi ‘ evidence collected or fabricated by their detractors. Consequently, they were
Kiitliphanest : persistently mistepresented and a host of myths and legends circulated about their |

Dem. Mot ?_zg’) = £<

| teachings and practices. In fact, in Sunni polemics, the Ismailis were depicted as the arch-enemy of
| Islam, aiming to destroy Islam from within. The breakthrough in modern Ismaili studies occurred

s o with the recovery and study of a large number of genuine Ismaili texts — manuscript sources

) which had been preserved in numerous private collections and copied throughout the centuries

Edited by I in the Yemen, Syria, Persia, Central Asia and India. This progress, amounting to a revolution,

Rob er_t Hillenbrand, A.C.S. Peacock ! was initiared in the 1940s and has been continuing at an unabated pace ever since. Many Ismaili

and Firuza Abdullaeva ; texts have now been edited and studied, shedding light on different aspects of Ismaili history and

' tholight, and also enabling a better understanding of the rich intellectual heritage of the Ismailis

: in both Muslim and Christian-European milieus. The findings of modern scholarship in Ismaili

studies make this field of enquiry particularly fascinating in its own right.!

Ismaili historiography has had its own distinctive features and evolution, which have been

LB.T AUR IS o - - - closely related to the very nature of the Ismaili movement and the changing political fortunes

of the Ismailis during the various phases of their history. Outside the territories of their states,

[onson new vons/ the| Ismailis were frequenty persecuted by their numerous enemies, necessitating the strict
Published by LB.Tauris & Co. Ltd - " observance of tagiyya o precautionary dissimulation by them. Furthermore, the Ismaili 42%, or -
In ?55°2dig7g gth the Iran Heritage Foundation _ reliEio—political missionaries, who were trained as theologians and at the same time functioned

—52— xR &




IDRIS “IMAD AL-DIN
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Idris ‘Imad al-Din

Idris ‘Imad al-Din b. al-Hasan
al-Qurasht (d. 872/1468) was nineteenth
in the chain of IsmaTi-Fatimid-Tavyibi
da‘s (agents of the religio-political mission
called the dawa), who were vicegerents
of the Concealed Imams (the full title is
al-daT al=muflag, “the da7 with absolute
authority™). An able religious, politcal,
and military leader, he was also an emi-
nent historian, poet, and theologian.

1. LiFe

Idris was born in 794/1392 in the citadel
of Shibam, in the Haraz Mountain region
of Yemen, into a family of di% whose line
stretched back to the fifth incumbent, ‘Al
b. Muhammad b. al-Walid al-Qurashi
al-‘Abshami al-Anl (d. 612/1213). At

“the dme of Idris’s birth, his grandfather,

‘Abdallah Fakhr al-Din {d. 809/1406-7),
was the sixtecenth 43T he was followed
by Idris’s father, al-Hasan Badr al-Din 1
{d. 821/1418), the seventeenth da%, then
by Idris’s uncle, ‘Alf Shams al-Din I
(d. 832/1428), the eighteenth da%. It was
presumably from them that Idris acquired
his formidable body of knowledge. From
a young age, he was active in the service
of the Tayvibl dawa (the Tayyibls are a
community of Sh1T Muslims who belong
to the Musta'll branch of the Ismafiis and
trace their religious and literary heritage
to the Fatimid Imam-caliphs of North
Alrica and Egypt).

Upon the death of ‘Alf Shams al-Din I,
Idrts became the nineteenth 4a% During
the forty vears of his reign, Idris lived first
in the citadel of ‘Aras, whence he allied
with the Tahirids of Migrana and Zabid
(r. 838-923/1454-1517) and fought sev-
eral battles against the Zaydt imams of
San?’. In 840/1436-7, the region ias

'{A(“_s, ‘\m&}wﬂ odt A

11

struck by a plague in which many lead-
ers of the da%wa, including several of Idris’s
relatives, died. He returned to Shibam,
where he lived the rest of his Life. Like
his predecessors, IdiTs regulated dawa
affairs in India. He is credited by the
Indian Tayyibt scholar Khawj b. Malak
(d. c.1021/1612), in Sitt Rasa’il (fols. 14-6),
and by Shaykh Qutb {d. 1826), in Muntaza*
al-akhbar {173—4), with early planning for
the transfer of the da'wa seat from Yemen
to India, which would takesplace almost a
century later. '

1dris died in Shibam on 19 Dha 1-Qa'da
872/10 June 1468, at the age of seventy-
six (Hasan b. Nah, 1:250). His line retained
the posidon of da% for another two gen-
erations: he was succeeded by his sons,
the twenteth 42%, al-Hasan Badr al-Din
I (d. 918/1512) and the twenty-first,
al-Husayn Husam al-Din (d. 933/1527),
followed by his grandsons, the twenty-sec-
ond da%, ‘All (b. al-Husayn} Shams al-Din
III {d. 933/1527), and the wventy-third,
Muhammad (b. al-Husayn) ‘Izz al-Din 1
(d. 946/1539), the last Yemeni incumbent,
who, at his death, transferred his author-
ity to the first Indian 42% Idrs’s mauso-
leum in Shibam, rebuilt in 1431/2010 by
the fifty-second (Indian) da% Muhammad
Burhan al-Din (d. 2014), is regularly vis-
ited by Tayyibi Bohra pilgrims from both .
Yemen and India (the Bohra are a com-
munity of Indian Muslims who subscribe
to the Tayyibi branch of IsmafTlr Shiism)
[MHustrations 1 and 2].

2. WoRrk

Notwithstanding other pressing duties,
Idi1s spent much of his time teaching and
writing books that would become foun-
datonal works of the Tayyibl dewa. His
favoured spot for writing was by a pond

just below Shibam called Birkat Jawjab,

{44 - 444,
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0248 <Imad al-Din, Idris b. al-Hasan.
[*Uyin al-ahbar wa-funiin al-3tar. 5]
Tarth al-dawla al-fatimiya bi-l-Magrib : (al-Mahdi, —
al-Qa’im, al-Mansiir, tawra Abi Yazid) min Kitab ‘
‘Uytin al-ahbar wa-funiin al-8ar / li-Idris ‘Imad al-
Din al-Qarasi. - Tdnis : Allttihad al-“Amma al-
Tinist, 1981. - 357 p. ; 24 cm
Bibliografia. Indice
1. Fatimies - Magreb - S.X 1. Titulo.
946.1"09"
ICMA 4-47768 R. 48849

Procedenie de la Biblioteca de Braulio Justel :
(2004) :

i B

4 Tdris Tmad wd-Din's Kitab
. Da%g Idris Tmad wd-Din’s
* ¢ i en, as based on the . . : :

7 Wat’ g Y?}n‘ d Other Works” (Ph.D. thesis, University of Lon
| Zahr wl-Ma'ani an
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don, School of Oriental Studies, 1931). pp. ¥¥il + 260. jbt

“»  Qutbuddin, Bazat Saifiyah. “A Section from the ‘Uyin al-Akhbar wa
Funin al-Athar (Volume VII) of Da‘t Idris ‘Imad al-Din (d. 872/1468)
and the Succession Controversy following the Death of the Fatimid
Caliph al-Mustansir: The Claims of the Musta‘liyya and the Nizariyya”
(M.A. thesis, American University in Cairo, 1993).
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@uéayn b. al-Hasan

Husayn died on 10 Ramad@n 823/18 September 1420 in Ta‘izz.

SOURCES
A. Burh@nptrl, Muntaza®, II, 71.
B.1 Ivanow: Guide, 61; Ism. Lit., 76-77 (No. 1).
! HORKS
1. a U | — i o 30 )

Poem in refutation of Zaydis,

Sharaf (or Sharif) al-Din Ja‘far b;\Mubammad b. Hamzah b. al-Hasan al-Mahftzl
al-Wadi‘i

Sharaf al-DIn died on 3 Dhi al-hijjah 845/14 April 1442.

SOURCES

A. Majdd®, Fihrist, 49-50, 137-8, 152 (Nos. 1-3).
Tayyib Zayn al-DIn, Risdlah, as cited in Fyzee, "Study of the litera-~
ture," 247 (No. 1).
B.1  Ivanow: Guidd, 61-62; Ism. Lit., 77.
i
' WORKS

1. 5&;.1)LL_J\",a. L,...JLE;‘.LfJ\, Gt 5 Jag,J\g,\_____:S
|
For contents of Kit3b al-wa®z wa-al-tashwlq see Majdu®, Fihrist, 49-50.

MSS. Fyz 132-3 (Goriawala, 105-6); Ibr; Qay: i, DC 1227; ii, n.d.;
Qur; Wak: i, DC 1314; ii, DC 1328.
2. 2___;~J|(Jii_JJﬁuJ|r§Eﬂ|rL,a gé'ALuJ‘,idiiJ|£,:¢,‘h££,.Jl?JL~gA‘
Majdi®, Fihrist, 137-8, states that according to the colophon in the
copy of this treatise, R. al-mGqigah, transcribed by Sayyidnd@ Yusuf b.
SulaymBn b. Hasan b. NGh b, Adam al~HindI [ BharlchI], which in turn was

copied from the autograph, it was vead to the then da‘Y IdriIs ‘Imdd al-

DIn b. al-Hasan on 14 Dhi al~hijjah 840 and corrections were incorporated.
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Associate Editor

Teresa Joseph

Gustave E. von Grunebaum Center for Near Eastern Studijes
University of California, Los Angeles ’

MSS. Baj; Ham; Ism. Ass.; Kin, DC 1252; Qay, DC 1260, ascribed to
. ‘Al b, Hanzalah on the title page, 11, DC 1292; Qur; Wak, DC 1292.

Excerpts.

H. Hamdani, ed., in "Rasd’1il Ikhwdn as-safd’," 299.

For contents of R. al-ibanah wa-al-tasr¥h see Majdu®, Fihrist, 152,

MSS. Baj; Fyz 131 (Goriawala, 104-5); Ibr; Ism. Ass.; Kin, DC 1248;
Qay, DC 1256; Qur, DC 1261; Tiibingen; Wak: 1, DC 1292; 1i, DC 1311;
iii, iv, n.d.; Yaman 1 (Cat., 1).

‘Al b. al-Hasan b. ‘Abd AllZh b. AiI b. Muhammad b. Hatim b. Husayn b.
‘A11 b. Muhammad b. al-Walid

€A1 was the brother of the nineteenth da‘I, IdrTs ‘Im&d al-DIn, and
died during the latter's lifetime.

SOURCES

A, Burh&npirl, Muntaza®, II, 92 (No. 1).

Muhammad “AlT Mausim-1 bahdr, III, 142.

HWORKS

>

IdrTs ‘Ind al-DIn b. al-Hasan b. ‘Abd Allgh b. Al b. Muhammad b. Hatim b.
Husayn b. ‘Al1 b. Muhammad b. al-Walld [ IdrTs; IdrIs ‘ImEd al-Din ]

Idrls ‘Imdd al-DIn, the last great exponent of the Ismda‘I17 da‘wah in
Yaman, was born in 794/1392 in the foééré;s of ‘Shibam, a high peak of
Mount Har3dz and a stronghold of the Ism&‘I1¥s. He succeeded his uncle
‘A1T b. “Abd All3h as the nineteenth da‘I in 832/1428. Besides being a
vergatile author he was a politician and a warrior; he fought several
battles against the ZaydIs thereby regaining control of several for-
tresses. He also took specilal interest in the da‘wah of India and pre-

pared the way for its gradual transference there, He died on 19 DhG
al-qa®dah 872/10 June 1468.
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Ismaili historiography. Ferdowsi, the Mongols and 3
the history of Iran: art, literature and culture from £31 7z
early Islam to Qajar Persia. Studies in honour of
Charles Melville. Ed. Robert Hillenbrand,
A.C.5 Peacock and Firuza Abdullaeva. London &
New York: Tauris, 2013, (International Library of
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IDRIS ‘IMAD AL-DIN

knowledge comes at the top, but lower forms
are still forms of knowledge and should be
respected and permitted. Indeed, they are the
best that most people can attain. Ibn Tufayl’s
dramatic story has been much discussed and
explored ever since he wrote it.

BIBLIOGRAPHY ,

Ibn Tufayl, Hayy Ibn Yaqzan (Living Son
of the Vigilant), ed. L. Gauthier, Beirut:
Catholic Press, 1936; trans. L. Goodman,
Ibn Tufayl’s Hayy Ibn Yaqzan, a
Philosophical Tale, New York: Twain
Publishers, 1972.

Further Reading

Conradi, L., (ed.), The World of Ibn Tufayl:
Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Hayy
Ibn Yaczan, Islamic Philosophy, Theology
and Sciences Series, vol. 24, Leiden: Brill,
1996.

Goodman, L. “Ibn Tufayl,” in S. H. Nasr
and O. Leaman (eds), History of Islamic
Philosophy, ch. 22, London: Routledge,
1996, pp. 313-29.

Hawi, S., “Ibn Tufayl’s Hayy Ibn Yaqzan,
Its Structure, Literary Aspects and
Methods,” Islamic Culture, 47 (1973):
pp. 191-211. |

—Islamic Naturalism and Mysticism: A
Philosophical Study of Ibn Tufayl’s Hayy
Yaqzan, Leiden: Brill, 1974.

Hourani, G. “The Principal Subject of Ibn
Tufayl’s Hayy Ibn Yaqzan,” Journal of
Near Eastern Studies, 15,1 (1956):
pp- 40-6.

OLIVER LEAMAN

IBN TURKA (d. 835/1432)

Sa‘in al-Din ‘Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Afdal
al-Din  Muhammad Turka al-Khujandi
al-Isfahani, usually known as Ibn Turka,

U ate e diddin (D54
ARl TR '

started a trend in Shi‘i philosophy that was
to become the prevalent style. He merged the
different philosophical approaches, namely,
the Peripatetic, Ishragi and Sufi, and so
applied them at the same time to the issues
he was discussing. He came from the Isfa-
han area, and had to leave for Samarkand .
when Tamerlane invaded, omly returning
after Tamerlane’s death. Ibn Turka produced
fifty-seven works on philosophy, including
commentaries on IBN AL-‘ARABUs Fusus al-
bikam and other mystical texts. His best-
known work is his Tambid al-qawa‘id, a
commentary on Abu Hamid Muhammad
al-Isfahani’s Qawa‘id al-tawhid, which itself
is a Peripatetic analysis of Ibn al-‘Arabi, thus
establishing the trend of mixing the different
philosophical techniques.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Tambid al-qawa'id (The Disposition of
Principle), ed. S. Ashtiyani, Tehran:

- Mugadamah al-Tahqiq, 1976.

Further Reading

Bihbahani, S., “Ahwal wa athar-i Sa’in al-din
Turka-yi Isfahani,” in M. Mohaghegh
and H. Landolt (eds), Collected Papers
in Islamic Philosophy and Mysticism,
Institute of Islamic Studies, Tehran
Branch: McGill University, 1971.

Cooper, J., “From al-Tusi to the School of
Ishahan,” in S. H. Nasr and O. Leaman
(eds), History of Islamic Philosophy,
ch. 33, London: Routledge, 1996,
pp- 585-96.

7 4 Teamy il

MADDE YAYIMLANDIKTAN
SONRA GELEN DOKUMAN

OLIVER LEAMAN

IDRIS ‘IMAD AL-DIN, Sayyid
(794-872/1392-1468)

An eminent [sma‘ili theologian and historian
as well as the supreme leader of the da‘wa

234236

" | The Biographical Encyclopedia of Islamic Philosophy, edit. Oliver
Leaman, London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2015. ISAM DN. 240682,
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EI? Suppl.(ing), The Encyclopaedia of Islam Supplement, Leiden 1980-, pp.

IBRIK — aL-1DRIS! 407

al-Mawsili, in Ars orientalis, ii (1957); U. Scerrato,
Oggetti metallici di eta Islamica in Afghanistan, I1:
Il Ripostiglio di Maimana, in AIUON, N.S.
xiv/z, Naples 1964; A.S. Melikian Chirvani,
Cuivres inédits de I'époque de Qa’itbdy, in Kunst
des Orients, vijz (1969), 119-24; B. Marshak,
Bronze ewer from Samarkant, in A. A. Ivanov and
S.S. Sorokin (eds.), Srednyava Aziya i Iran
{“Central Asia and Iran”), Leningrad 1972,
61-90 (with English summary); Abu ’i Faradj al-
<Ush, A bronze ewer with a high spout in the Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art, in Islamic Art in the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, ed. R. Ettinghausen,
New York g7z, 191 ff.; J. Carswell, Six files,
in $bid., 101 ff. For a systematic ‘discussion of the
development of Islamic ewers with illustrations,
see E. Baer, Metal work in Islamic art and civiliza-
tion (forthcoming). (EvA BAER)
—~JICHTHYOLOGY [see sAMAK].
—ICOGLAN [s¢e 1&-0GHLANT].
IDRIS 5. AL-HASAN, ‘Imip aL-Din, the last

Tgteat exponent of the Isma‘ill da‘wa [q.v.]

in Yaman, came from a prominent al-Walid family
of Kuraysh which headed the Musta‘li-Tayyibl
da‘wa since the beginning of the 7th/13th century.
He was born in 794/1392 in the fortress of Shibam,

a high peak of Mount Haraz and-a stronghold of the -

Isma‘ilis. In 832/1428 he succeeded his uncle “All b.
¢cAbd Allah as the nineteenth 4a‘i. Besides being a
versatile author, he was also a politician and a
Warrior; he fought several battles against the Zaydis
of Sa‘da, thereby regaining control of several Isma-
9l fortresses. He died on 19 Dhu 'l-Ka‘da 872/10
June 1468.

He is considered the most celebrated historian of
the da‘wa. His three historical works are the main
sources for the history of the Isma‘lis from the
s5th/rrth century until the second half of the gth
15th century. The first, ‘Uyun al-akhbar, in seven
volumes, is the most comprehensive work on the
history of the Isma‘ill imams and the Fatimid
dynasty. It also contains valuable information on
the beginning of the da‘wa in Yaman and on the
Sulayhids [g.v.]. The second work, Nughat al-afkar,
in two volumes, deals with the Isma‘ili history in
Yaman, especially after the collapse of the Sulayhids,
until the year 853/1449, and is considered to be the
most important source for the three-hundred-year
history of the da‘wa there. The third work, entitled
Rawdat al-akhbdr, is a continuation of the preceding
work, wherein the events are brought up to the year
870/1465. Both the latter works are of great impor-
tance, since they deal with contemporary events and
shed light on an obscure period of Yamani history.

In addition to panegyrics of the ¢mdms and the
da‘is, his poetic Diwdn contains some historical
information. His work on Ismi‘ili doctrine entitled
Zahr al-ma‘ani is regarded as the highest achievement
on haka’ik [q.v.] ever reached by the Yamani da‘wa.
He also composed several refutations of Sunnl,
Zaydl and Mu‘tazili doctrines. Most of his works have
sgrvived and have been preserved in private collec-
tions, . e

" Bibliography: The main biographical sources
are the author’'s own works mentioned above;
see also Ismia‘il b. “Abd al-Rasil al-MadjdiaS,

Fihrist, ed. ‘Al Naki Munzawi, Tehran 1966, 34,

44, 73-7, 85, 97, 103, 150-1, 239-42, 270, 275-7;

for a detailed description of his works and sources

see Ismail Poonawala, Bibliography of Ismaili

literature, Malibu, Calif. 1977, 169-75.

(I. POONAWALA)

@IDRIS B. AL-HUSAYN B. ABl NUMAYY, ABU
¢tAwn, Sharif of Mecca in the early 1rth/17th
century. He was born in 974/1566, and became
Sharif and governor of the Hidjaz in r1orrfr602-3
after his brother Abid Talib and in conjunction with
his nephew Mubsin. This division of power ended,
however, in a fierce internal family dispute, apparent-
ly over Idris’s retinue and followers (khuddim),
and in 1034/1624-5 the family deposed Idris from
the governship of the Hidjaz in favour of Mubsin.
The conflict was resolved by a truce, during the time
of which Idris promised to leave Mecca altogether.
He now fell ill, and died and was buried at Yatib
in the Djabal Shammar (17 Djumada II 1034/25
February r625). Muhibbi quotes extensively from
the eulogistic poetry addressed to him in his heyday
of power.
Bibliography: The main biographical notice
is in Muhibbi, Khuldsai al-athar, Cairo 1284/1867-8,
i, 380-4; see also ‘Uthmin b. Bishr al-Nadidi,
Unwan al-madid f ta’rikh Nadjd, Riyadh 1385-8f
1965-8, i, 32; Ahmad b. Zaynl Dahlan, Khulisat
al-kalam fi bayin wumard® al-balad al-harim,
Cairo 1305/1887-8, 64-6; Zirikli, al-A%am, i, 266.
(Ep.)
KAL-IDRISI, DjamiL  AL-DIN  ABU DjA‘FAR
MunAMMAD, B. °ABD AL-‘Aziz B. AB1 ’L-KisiM
(d. 649/1251), upper Egyptian author of
Moroccan background who wrote, under the Ayyibid
sultan al-Malik al-Kamil, his monograph on the
monuments of Diiza (Giza), the K. Anwar ‘uluww
al-adiram fi ’l-kashf ‘an asrar al-ahram. The
oldest extant version of this text is preserved in
a copy commissioned by the Ottoman philologist
‘Abd al-Kadir b. “Umar al-Baghdadl (d. 1093/
1682) [g.v.], who compiled—on the basis of Idrisl’s
writing—his own K. Maksad al-kiram fi ‘adja’b
al-ahram.
ldrist’s tract on the Pyramids is distinguished
from the copious earlier and later writings on the
subject by its systematic and concise structure, its
comprehensiveness and the rigorous application of the
techniques and standards of hadith scholarship to
his presentation. Each of the six chapters of the book
is a complete short monograph. Ch, 1 deals with the
genre of the pagan ‘%did’sb and their compatibility
with the tenets of Islam; considerable space is
devoted to the question why the Pyramids are not,
or are only summarily, mentioned in the Kur’an.
Idrisi vigorously defends the protection of the
Pharaonic monuments. He names as witnesses for
his standpoint the Sakdba who wrote pious graffiti
on the Pyramids, settled and died in Djiza in the
shadow of these pagan structures and ‘‘whose hands
were not stretched out to them (sc. the Pyramids)
in bad intent” (ms. Munich, Aumer 417, fol. 32a).
He even contrives to declare Djiza, by virtue of
the Sahdba's presence, a “holy land’’ (ard mukaddasa),
and ranks the ziyara to these ‘adjd’ib—tokens of
God's majesty and warning—as obligations in-
cumbent upon every scholar coming to the area
(talab al-‘adjab). More than once the book betrays
signs of a strong local pro-Egyptian, quasi-Shu‘ibi
bias: Idrisi takes up the topos of the legendary
intelligence of the Egyptians and skilfully intertwines
it, firstly with the tradition (from a K+fab Masisin
al-Rihib) that the dust of Difza and of Ansind/
Antinoe, another old Egyptian sanctuary, constitute
a talisman which gives the people of Egypt their
unique mental gifts; and secondly with the role of
Hermes {see mirMiz], whom he introduced as the
Greek warden of sagacity and wisdom, apart from his



Sayyid Ayman Fu'ad, avec la collaboration de
Walker Paul E. et Pomerantz Maurice A,

The Fatimids and their Successors in Yaman.
The History of an Islamic Community, Arabic
Edition and English Summary of volume 7 of
Idris ‘Imad al-Din, ‘Uyiin al-Akhbar

London, New York, 1. B. Tauris / The Institute

of fsmaili Studies, 2002 ({The Institute of lsmaili
Studies / lsmaili Texts and Transiations Series, 4).
X + 109 p. + 397 p. (partie arabe).

C'est 3 la rencontre de deux « itinéraires » scientifiques
et académiques que nous devons la publication du septiéme
volume de la principale cuvre historique d’ldris imad al-
Din b. alHasan, un auteur yéménite ismaélien du IX®/xv® s.
(794/1392-872/1468).

On connait en effet Iintérét porté depuis longtemps
par Ayman Fu'ad Sayyid, éditeur du présent texte, a I'his-
toire du Yémen médiéval et a celle de la dynastie fatimide
dans son contexte égyptien (AFDawla al-fatimiyya i Misr:
tafsir Jadid, 2¢ éd., Le Caire, 2000). Le septiéme volume
de ‘Uyiin al-ahbar wa funiin al-atar permet de concilier ces
deux domaines, en cherchant 4 retracer, entre le milieu du
ve/xi® s, et le milieu du viexie sigcle, tout a la fois histoire
de la da‘wa ismaélienne au Yémen, conduite par la dynastie
sulayhide, et les destinées d'un califat fatimide pris en des
tourmentes successives. Toutefois, son intérét ne s'arréte

" pas [a. La présente édition est en effet le quatriéme titre
d’une collection lancée il y a peu par Vlnstitute of Ismaili
Studies (Londres), intitulée « Ismaili Texts and Translations
Series » et dirigée par Farhad Daftary. Dans la préface
(p-1xx), ce dernier justifie ainsi la place de l'ouvrage dans
une collection qui vise avant tout a présenter le «riche hé-
ritage textuel » des ismaéliens dans toute leur diversité : le
septieme volume de ‘Uydn alahbar est en effet « la source
ismaélienne la plus importante sur les débuts de Ihistoire
de la da‘wa musta‘lite tayyibite au Yémen ».

Idris ‘Imad al-Din, son auteur, n'est autre que le dix-
neuvidme dd7 mutlaq, la fonction la-plus haute dans la
hiérarchie de cette communauté ismaélienne née d'une
double scission entre [a fin du vé/xi® s. etle premier tiers du
VIE/XIE 5. Aprés la mort du calife al-Mustansir, les ismaéliens
du Yémen embrassérent dans leur trés grande majorité le
parti de son fils al-Musta‘li contre son autre fils Nizar, d'od
leur premigre dénomination de musta‘ite. Aprés l'assassinat
de 'imam akAmir, la da‘wa ismaélienne musta‘lite connut
néanmoins en son sein une autre scission, qui opposa les
partisans de son trés jeune fils, al-Tayyib — dont I'existence
méme est parfois contestée —, et de son cousin al-Hafiz.
Durant tout le VI/Xi€ s., e Yémen fut divisé entre ces deux
obédiences. Pour les tayyibites, solidement installés dans
les contreforts montagneux du Hardz, a louest du pays,
I'imam connaissait une nouvelle phase d'occultation {safr).

A partir de 1131, ce sont des da7mutlaq qui se succédarent
]

] i1, HISTOIRE i i

3 la téte de la communauté tayyibite et la dirigérent au nom
de Vimam. # n'y a dong rien d'étonnant si les sept volumes
de ‘Uyan akahbar, qui contiennent Fhistoire du Prophéte,
de “Ali et des imams de sa lignée (sur ces derniers, voir les
volumes IV a VI édités a Beyrouth par M. Ghalib entre 1973
et 1979), s’achévent sur un long expesé de cette scission
et sur.Fargumentation fondant la lgitimité d'al-Tayyib
(p. 247 et suiv.). _

C’est ce point de vue particulier, dit & la haute position
de I'auteur au s&in de sa communauté, qui fait tout 3 la
fois la richesse de l'ouvrage, mais aussi ses limites. Une
des principales tiches des dd7 muflag était de conserver
le patrimoine manuscrit de la da‘wa, tranféré en partie
de PEgypte fatimide au Yémen a-1a fin du régne du calife
aMustansir. A ce titre, le da7 Idris a pu accéder & des
sources de premiére main, notamment la correspondance
officielle entre fa da‘wa égyptienne et celle du Yémen, re-
cueillie en partie dans les Sigilat a-mustansiriyya (éd. ‘Abd
aMunfm Magid, 1954). Sa narration contient de larges
extraits, parfois méme l'intégralité de lettres déja connues
par le volume des Sigillal, et de quelques lettres inédites.
Il recueille aussi de nombreux poémes (46 au total, se
rapportant principalement aux deux principaux souverains
ismaéliens du Yémen, ‘Ali al-Sulayhi et al-Malika Arwa)
et quelques sermons. Autre source précieuse, que nous
ne connaissons pour 'instant que par lintermédiaire 1dris,
la Sira du 037 akMukarram al-Sulayhi, second souverain
ismadlien du Yémen (459/1067 — 477/1084). Le recours
3 cet ensemble de documents permet au daT idris de
nuancer sur certains points le récit offert par la chronigue
bien connue de ‘Umara ak-Yamani, AbMufid 7 ahbar San‘a’
wa-Zabid (&d. Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Akwa’, Le Caire, 1967),
composée dans la seconde moitié du vI/Xii® siécle et large-
ment citée dans les chroniques yéménites postérieures. Sile
travail de I'auteur présente un intérét certain pour Ihistoire
du Yémen de I'établissement de la dynastie sulayhide en
439/1047 2 la mort d'alMalika al-Sayyida en 532/1138,
il n’'en va pas de méme pour Vhistoire de IEgypte fatimide.
Le traitement est ici beaucoup plus superficiel, le récit des
événements peu précis ou confus, car reposant sur un
nombre limité de sources narratives.

La construction de 'ouvrage confirme ce déséquilibre
(les séquences égyptiennes sont décalées vers la droite)

p.3-36: Débuts du régne de ‘Ali b. Muhammad
al-Sulayhi, fondateur de la dynastie sulayhide au Yémen
(439/1047 — 455 /1063);

" p.3698: Régne de limam alMustansir & partir de
Iarrivée d’al-Mu’ayyad fi'1-Din au Caire en 439/1047 jusqu'a
la sécession d'lbn Badis en lfrigiya en 455/1063. Idris
insiste particulizrement sur le rle d’a-Mu'ayyad dans la
lutte contre les Saljigides; :

p.98-117: Fin du régne de ‘Ali al-Sulayhi (455/1063

~ 459/1067);
p. 117-161: Régne de son fils akMukarram (459/1067
— 477/1084;. |

l BCAl 20 - 2004

88

Bulletin Critique des Annales Islamologiques, Caire



: 3
" {\ f»f /L/\ ‘\! o f/’ f {)(/'}\\ 1Y) |

A (\/if“u / f‘*’&é/\z(:&i{ L)y % //

Vol B Y o5 |
Ay

L\—MU.’}JLE. Al

g_n..JL;

u-jw”u,dbvuz,!vjf,;‘;)\
e Piy et ‘;nA‘ch ‘ BAYS L’ '35l
o | i
\:5 e dayme s =Sl

L SR




Gy
N Araghirmalo

& o

SD 3
« )Lgbﬁll sy Jﬂ-.asd )
Cyool ) a2l |

Akl AN
g4 lerd Lo

VW A AVY T G

IRV g,..S. >S9 ARR>~

W\ akrsn53S5)

Tirkiye Diyanet Vakfi
Isiam Arastirmatart Merkezi
Kitiiphanesi

éﬁ]hlul )I'.:: Demirbag No: ( HEQ‘

B

fe) sl 22ty el
\‘ Tasnif No i 'Q 6/‘
‘\ IR U

L2
a~
o
T




AECANAAY OV e Al A adl & Al A
ISAM 95809. 39 { ua,[y.y tyy]

/ o

)

&&@Y‘ D\Achﬂ o) ,ﬁ,‘:_,.zdl W L:?’i"!‘” &L&.ﬁ& U“i’-"ﬂ {é,f-‘d”
) (o AYT)

oS8 Dby A1 D —
sl galeas 1 GaRes —



clise L8 B .
" gﬁodﬁyﬂ il glad o) Pu’laﬁl: 5 R Loy Ao
, ISAM * . " ‘ ;
141306 [y-y-ty] SJg¥h s Jadl Akl g J sallind

.29/

Leis e Joddesa L
ot G WA T 5, — 0865 (
' 4
o #5—4 A ot sles £ 0 ot
= SN Oyt el aed el
1468872 & 34 & S
(279]2 453 + 21612 A pmiet )
s as\as o
o 534 s ies Sy any - 1
ol g = i aelty LS S o el

985 5, 3521 3, Sl

eend






