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IBN AL-BALHI

The Férsnma of Ibnu 'l-Balkhi / edited by G. Le Strange

and R. A, Nicholson.- — Frankfurt am Main : Institute for
the History of Arabic-Islamic Science, 1993. —- XXXII,
199 p. ; 25 cm. — (Islamic geography ; 104)

Reimp. de la ed. de: London : Luzac, 1921

'E MAYIS 1994

f19422 Le StranGge, G D ipti
the.prpvince of Fars, in P:rssci;lpgctmt}?é
beginning of the twelfth centu'ry A.D
jI’ransIated from the MS. of Ibn-al~BaH;hi
. in the British Museum, JRAS, 1912

I'PP- 1-30, 311-339, 865-88¢ ' '

s bn-al-Balhf: [The Farsnama] The Farsnima of Ibnu 1=
‘175{ /%)g, gly G. %esgx'mge ... = Repr. of the ed. London 11921~
a#xanldurt aM.: Instiute for the History of Arab1c~§i gn;;
" Science at the Johann Wolfgang Goethe Univ o 1993}1== oo .
_ XXXI1, 199 S. — (Publications of the Institu xe-fog é \c Ty
of Arabic-Islamic Science : Islamic geographyﬁj ) .
Einheitssacht.: Kitab-1 Farsnama. ~ In arab. Schr., %er .

3 A 14772
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262 GESAMTGEOGRAPHIE — LANDERGEOGRAPHIE

Edition aller erhaltenen Teile in 2 Béinden von A.P. van Leeuwen und A.
Ferré, Tunis 1992.

Teil iiber Andalusien und Europa hsg. von A.A. El-Hajji, Beirut, Dar al-Ir§ad
1968 (Rez. von A.L. Tibawi in: Islamic Quarterly, London 12/1968/180-181;
M.A M. Khan in: Islamic Culture, Hyderabad 43/1969/308-309).

Teil tiber Arabien hsg. von ‘A. al-Gunaim, Kuwait 1978, iiber Agypten, ‘A.
al-Gunaim, Kuwait 1980.

Auszug in: E. Lévi-Provengal, Extraits des historiens arabes du Maroc,
Paris 1948, 12-14, 26-27.

Zahlreiche Zitate in Yaqut, Buldan und Ibn Fadlalldh al-‘Umari, Masalik
al-absar.

1] -Bal

tlont IBN AL-BALHI

Dieser bisher nicht niher identifizierte persische Verfasser hinterlie
uns eine historische und geographische Beschreibung der Provinz Fars
unter dem Titel F@rsnama. Nach den Anhaltspunkten, die das Buch
liefert, war der GroBvater des Verfassers Priifekt (Mustaufi) unter dem
Seldschuken Barkiyaruq (487/1094-498/1105). Das Buch selbst wurde
im Auftrag von Giyataddin Muhammad (498/1105-511/1118), dem
Bruder und Nachfolger von Barkiyémugq, verfafit.

Neben seiner Absicht, eine allgemeine Geschichte des Islam zu
schreiben, widmete Ibn al-Balhi sein Farsnama der Geschichte und
Geographie dieser Provinz Fars. Im geographischen Teil, der rein
deskriptiv ist, steht der Verfasser in der Tradition der Balhi-Schule
und scheint besonders Ibn Haugal gefolgt zu sein. Es kommen jedoch
hinsichtlich der Reiserouten und Steuerquellen der Provinz Fars auch
neue, aufschlufireiche Elemente hinzu. Die Bedeutung des Buches fiir
die Geschichte der islamischen Geographie und der persischen Prosa
hat G. Le Strange zu Beginn des letzten Jahrhunderts erkannt. In weiteren
Studien hat er gezeigt, wie sehr Hamdallah Mustaufi in seiner Nuzhat
al-qulizb von der geographischen Beschreibung Ibn al-Balhi's abhingig
war,

G. Le Strange, Description of Persia and Mesopotamia in the year 1340
A.D. from the Nuzhat-al-Kuliib of Hamd-Allah Mustawfi, with a summary of
the contents of that work in: Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society (London)
1902, S. 49-74, 237-266, 509-536, 733-784, bes. S. 55-56 (Nachdruck in:
Islamic Geography Bd. 100, S. 11-148, bes. S. 17-18); ders., Vorwort zu: The
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FUAT SEZGIN, GESCHICHTE DES ARABICSHEN SCHRIFTTUM
(GAS), BAND, XV/2, FRANKFURT 2010. ISAM DN. 192580

IBN AL-BALHI — AL-MARWAZI 263

Geographical Part of the Nuzhat al-Quliib composed by Hamd-Allah Mustawfi
of Qazwin in 740 (1340), Leiden, London 1915 (Nachdruck Islamic Geography
Band 102), S. 15-16; Vorwort von G. Le Strange, R.A. Nicholson, zur Edition
S. 10-11; Sarton II, 221; Storey I, 350-351; Kragkovskij S. 323 (arab. Ubers.
S. 324); Dorothea Krawulsky Iran — Das Reich der Ilhane, Wiesbaden 1978,
S. 34,

Farsnama, Hds. London, Brit. Libr., Or. 5983 (8. Jh. H.), eine Abschrift
davon aus dem Jahre 1273/1856 in Paris (s. Cat. von Blochet I, 503). Edition
und Ubersetzung ins Englische von G. Le Strange, R.A. Nicholson, London
1921 (Nachdruck Islamic Geography Band 104); Ubers. des geographischen
Teils G. Le Strange, Description of the province of Fars in Persia at the
beginning of the fourteenth century A.D. From the MS. of Ibn al-Balkhi in the
British Mus&um in: Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society (London) 1912/1-30,
311-339, 865-889, separat London 1912 (Nachdruck in: Islamic Geography
Bd. 100, S. 149-244).

AL-MARWAZI

Sarafazzaman Tahir al-Marwazi stammte wahrscheinlich aus Marw
und war Arzt am Hofe des Seldschukensultans Malik§ah (reg. 465/1072-
485/1092). Nach seiner eigenen Angabe war er im Jahre 448/1056 .
zehn Jahre alt, d.h., daB er 438/1046 geboren ist. Er berichtet iiber eine
Ameisenplage im Jahre 514/1120; mehr wissen wir nicht fiber ihn.

Sein anscheinend enzyklopédisches K. Taba’i* al-hayawan, das in
zwei unvollstindigen Handschriften erhalten ist, enthilt einen wichtigen
geographischen Teil. V. Minorsky hat ihn untersucht, ins Englische
iibersetzt und im Jahre 1942 ediert. Nach seiner Meinung ist der Text
ungewohnlich: Das Kapitel iiber China enthalte einen einzigartigen
Bericht iiber die Botschaft, die der Herrscher von Kitan (Nordchina)
dem Sultan Mahmiid, Eroberer von Indien (1027 n.Chr.), gesandt hat.
Ferner mache das Buch mehrere Angaben iiber China, iiber die Sitten
der Chinesen, tiber die Kolonien von Auskindern in den chinesischen
Hifen, {iber die chinesische Mauer, und iiber die nach China fiihrenden
Wege. Das Kapitel iiber die Tiirken enthalte eine Reihe bisher nicht
bekannter Fakten im Zusammenhang mit einigen sibirischen Stdmmen
und iiber die Wanderungskette von Fernost, wobei al-Marwazi der
erste Berichterstatter zu sein scheint. Die ausfiihrlichen Berichte iiber
die indischen Religionen im 12. Kapitel scheinen auf einen (arabischen)

FUAT SEZGIN, GESCHICHTE DES ARABICSHEN SCHRIFTTUM
(GAS), BAND, XV/2, FRANKFURT 2010. ISAM DN. 192580




EI2 Suppl.(ing), The Encyclopaedia of Islam Supplement, Leiden 1980-, pp.

382 IBN ‘ASKAR, — IBN aL-BAZZAZ aL-ARDABILI

devoted the well-known study El “Abecedario’ de
Yusif Benaxcij (Madrid 1932). His own pupils in-
cluded his nephew, biographer and continuator,
Abii Bakr b. al-Khamis, and the celebrated Ibn al-
Abbir [g.v.].

Ibn ‘Askar’s history of Malaga is frequently
mentioned and quoted by Andalusian authors of the
7th/13th and 8th/14th centuries. Its title is al-Ikmal
wa'l-i%lam fi silat al-1%lam bi-mahdsin al-a“lam min ahl
Malaka al-kiram, suggesting that it is a continuation
of the I%m of the Malagan scholar Asbagh b. al-
¢Abbas (d. 592/1196). By Ibn al-Khatib [g.v.], how-
ever, for whom the work was a main source of the
Ihata, it is called Mafla® al-anwadr wa-nuzhat al-absar,
etc. There are other variants, including the simple
and commonly used title Ta’rikk Malaka. At the
time of the author’s death the work was unfinished,
and the task of completing it fell to Ibn Khamis
(see above), who seems to have flourished somewhere
around the middle of the first half of the 7th;13th
century. The one extant manuscript which we have
of the Ikmal (in private bands) is incomplete, but
a large part has fortunately survived, and from this
an assessment can be made of its literary and
historical value. The biographies of Mailagan not-
ables included in it have a distinct literary value
in that thev offer, in addition to biographical data,
worthwhile specimens of biographees’ poetry (un-
fortunately, no account is taken of muwashshahat
and the zadjal). On the historical side it contains
material that can be utilised to supplement, com-
plement and control our existing accounts from the
8th to the 13th centuries A.D.

Ibn Askar was the author of a number of other .

works, namely (i) al-Mashra® al-rawi, a supplement

to al-Harawi’s works on unusual terms in the {ur’an -

and hadith; (ii) Nuzhat al-nagir fi manakib “Ammar b.
Ydsir, a work dedicated to the Bant Sa‘id of Alcald
la Real and devoted to the life of the first member
of the family to come to Spain (Ibn ‘Askar was a
close friend of the family); (iii) al-Djuz’ al-mukhtasar
... San dhahab al-basar, a work on blindness written
to console a blind friend; (iv) Idhdhikhir al-sabr,
an ascetic work; (v) al-Arba‘in al-padith; and (vi)
al-Takmil wa 'l-itmam li-Kitab al-Ta‘rif wa 'l-i%lam,
a commentary on and supplement to a work by al-
Suhayli of Fuengirola (507-81/1113-85) on proper
names not occurring in the Kur’an.
Bibliography: All important references are
given in J. Vallvé Bermejo, Una fuenle importante
de la historia de al-Andalus: la ‘“‘Historia” de Ibn
CAskar, in Al-Andalus, xxxi (1966), 237-80 (in-
cludes translations of some of the most notable
historical passages). (J. D. LaTtaAam)
Y_IBN ‘AZZ0Z, called SIDI BALLA, A0 Mu-
HAMMAD ‘ABD ALLAH AL-KURASHI AL-SHADHILI AL-
MARRAKUSHI, a cobbler of Marrakesh to whom
thaumaturgic gifts were attributed and who died
in an odour of sanctity in 1204/1789. His tomb,
situated in his own residence at Bab Aylan, has been
continuously visited because of its reputation of
curing the sick. Although he had not received a
very advanced education, Ibn ‘Azziiz nevertheless
succeeded in leaving behind an abundant body of
works, dealing mainly with mysticism and the occult
sciences, but also with medicine. However, his works
display hardly any originality, and none of them

has interested a publisher, despite the success in*

- Morocco of his Dhahab al-kusif wa-nafy al-sulumai
fi Silm al-ibb wa ’l-{abd’i® wa ’l-hikma, a popular
collection of therapeutic formulae (see L. Leclerc,
La chirurgie d’ Abulcasis, Paris 1861, ii, 307-8;

H. P. J. Renaud, in Initiation au Maroc, Paris 1945,
183-4); his Kashf al-rumiz concerning medicinal
plants is equally well-known. Out of his three works
on mysticism, the Tanbik al-tilmidh al-muhtdd] is
perhaps the most original, since it endeavours to
reconcile the shari‘e with the hakika [g.v.]. Tinally,
in the field of the occult sciences, his Lubdb al-hikma
fi Silm al-hurif wa-“ilm al-asma@> al-ilahiyya, of which
at least one manuscript survives, is a treatise on

practical magic and divinatory magic.
Bibliography: On the manuscripts of Sidi
Balla’s works, see Brockelmann, S II, 704, 713;
M. Lakhdar, Vie Uttéraire, 253-6; see also
Ibn Sada, Dalil mudarrikh al-Maghrib al-Aksa,
Casablanca, 1960, ii, 446, 449; °A. Gannin, al-
Nubtigh al-Maghribi®, Beirut 1961, i, 304-5, 3I0.

(Ep.)

== IBN BABA AL-KASHANI [see AL-KASHAN{].

IBN ar-BALKHI, Persian author of the
Salditik period who wrote a local history and
topographical account of his native province Fars,
the Fdrs-nama. Nothing is known of him save what
can be gleaned from his book, nor is the exact form
of his name known, but his ancestors came from
Balkh. His grandfather was mustawfi or accountant
for Fars under Berk-yaruk b. Malik Shah’s governor
there, the Atabeg Rukn al-Dawla or Nadjm al-Dawla
Khumirtigin, and Ibn al-Balkhi acquired his ex-
tensive local knowledge of Fars through accompany-
ing his grandfather in his work. He was accordingly
asked by sultan Muhammad b. Malik Shah to
compose a historical and geographical account
of the province; since he mentions the Atabeg of
Fars Fakhr al-Din Cawli as being still alive, the
composition of the Fars-ndma must be placed be-
tweenn Mubammad’s accession in 498/1105 and
Cawli’s death in 510{1116.

The first two-thirds of the Fars-nama on the pre-
Islamic history of Persia and the Arab conquest of
Fars are entirely derivative, being based on Hamza
Isfahani, but the remainder is a very important
account of the province’s topography and notabilia,
concluding with a section on the Shabankira Kurds
and containing details of contemporary happenings.
This last third of the book was much used in the
8th/14th century by Hamd Allah Mustawfl [g.0.] for
the geographical part of his Nuzhat al-kulib.

Bibliography: G. Le Strange and R. A.

Nicholson edited the last third of the Persian

text, The Fdrsndma of Ibnw'l-Balkhi, GMS, N.S. i,

London 1921; Le Strange had previously trans-

lated this in JRAS (1912), also as a separate

monograph, Description of the province of Fars in

Persia, London 1912. See also Storey, i, 350-1,

and Storey-Bregel, ii, 1027-8.

{C. E. BoswORTH)

IBN AL-BAZZAZ AL-ARDABILY, TawaxkxkuLi
(TOkLY) B. IsMA‘iL, murid of Shaykh Sadr al-Din
al-Ardabili (d. 794/1391-2), son and first successor of
Shaykh Safi al-Din al-Ardabill (d. 735/1334), the
founder of the $ufi order of the Safawiyya and, as
ancestor of Shah Isma‘il I (d. 930/x524 [¢.v.})), the
eponym of the Safawids [g.v.; see also ARDABIL]. The
exact dates of Ibn al-Bazzaz are unknown. At the
stimulus of Shaykh Sadr al-Din he composed a
biography of Shaykh Safi al-Din, with the title
Safwat al-safa’> or Mawahib al-saniyya fi mandkib
al-safawiyya. Written in a simple style without
rhetorical ballast, this voluminous work gives first
of all information on the miracles (kardmat) and
Sifi doctrine of the Shaykh, but describes also in a
vivid way daily life in the sanctuary of the order
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al-Sadiiq, aw taghih al-e‘teqdd, 2nd ed., Tabriz,
1371/1951.
Islam, New Haven, 1985. A. Pakat&i, “Ebn-e
Babya,” DMBE III, pp. 62-66. Sezgin, GAST, pp.
544-49. Abil HayyanTawhldl Aklag al-wazirayn,
Damascus, 1965.

;" (MARTIN McDERMOTT)

EBN BAKUY%/SéBABA KOHL

AL-BALKI, conventional name for an other-
wise unknown author of Fdrs-ndma, a local history
and geography of the province of Fars written in
Persian during the Saljuq period, so-called because
his ancestors came from Balk in eastern Khorasan
(Balki-nezdd, p. 3; the form “Ebn al-Balki” is used in
Kaif al-zoniin, ed. Fliigel, IV, p. 344, no. 8681). His
grandfather was mostawfi (chief accountant) for the
taxation of Fars around 492/1099 under Atibak Rokn-
al-Dawla or Najm-al-Dawla Komartegin, who had
been appointed governor there by Sultan Barkiaroq
(q.v.; 487-98/1094-1105; Ebn BalkT; pp. 3, 118).
Ebn al-Balk1 apparently accompanied his grandfa-
ther in his journeyings through the province, thus
acquiring a first-hand knowledge of local condi-
tions, topography, crops, etc. He was subsequently
commissioned by Barkidroq’s successor Giat-al-
Din Mohammad (d. 511/1118) to put together an
account of Fars (Ebn al-BalkT, pp. 2-3, 118). This
Fars-nama is accordingly dedicated to the Saljuq
sultan; and since it frequently mentions as still living
Atabak Fakr-al-Din Cavii Saqa’a (d. 510/1116; cf.
Camb. Hist. Iran V, pp. 116-18), it must have been
composed before that date.

Some two-thirds of the Fars-ndma is devoted to
the pre-Islamic rulers of Persia and the Arab con-
quest of Fars. Although there is some material here
in common with such earlier Arabic sources as Tabari
and Hamza Esfahani, there is much additional infor-
mation on pre-Islamic Persia, making the work a
valuable primary source (Camb. Hist. Iran 111/2, p.
1279). Ebn al-Balki frequently projects back mate-
rial pertaining to the Sasanian period into the mythi-
cal past of Persian national mythology; he says that
the city of Estakr (q.v.) was built by Gaydmart and
attributes Sasanian administrative procedures and
court ceremonies to Go§tasp (“Vestasf™; pp. 26-27,
48-49; cf. Camb. Hist. Iran, 111/1 pp. 363, 402-03).
Interesting material is given on Mazdak and his
movement (pp. 86-91).

The last third of the Fars-nama (pp. 119-72) in-
cludes a geographical account of the province, dis-
trict (kilra) by district, with notes on its antiquities
and fortresses and many historical details. For ex-
ample, he describes events in Shiraz when it was the
capital of the Buyid ‘AZod-al-Dawla (q.v.) and the
raids and depredations during the fighting between
the Saljuq amir of Kermin, Qaviird b. Cagri Beg,
and the Sabankira chief Fazliiya (q.v.; pp. 132-4),

M. Momen, An Introduction to Shi<i

and he notes the decline of the once flourishing
Persian Gulf port of Siraf, despite the efforts of the
Atabak Komartegin (pp. 136-37). This topographi-
cal section is followed by a section on the ethnogra-
phy of Fars containing valuable material, especially
onthe early Islamic history of the Kurdish Sabankara
and their renowned chief, Fazliya (5th/11th century;
q.v.), and also on the other Kurdish tribes of Fars, the
five so-called romiim (sing. ramm) or clans (pp. 164-
69). The work closes with an account of the revenue
assessment (ganiin-e mal) of Fars and some remarks
on the province’s history under the last Buyids (pp.
170-72).

Two centuries later, Ebn al-Balki’s section on
topography of Fars was much used by Hamd-Allah
MostawfT for his Nozhat al-qolith. Finally, in the
19th century, HajT Mirza Hasan Fasa’1 echoed the
title of Ebn al-Balki’s work in his own Fars-nama-
ye ndseri.

Bibliography: (For cited works not given detail,
see “Short References.”) Q. ‘Abd-al-Qayyiim,
“Fars-nama-ye Ebn-e Balki,” Adab 1/2, 1348 S./
1969, pp. 153-61. Ebn al-Balki, Fars-ndma, ed. G.
Le Strange and R. A. Nicholson; ed. ‘A.-N. Behriizi,
Shiraz, 1343 §./1964; ed. W. Damgani, Tehran,
1345 8./1966; geographical section translated by
G. Le Strange as “Description of the Province of
Fars in Persia at the Beginning of the Fourteenth
Century A.D.,” JRAS, 1912, pp. 1-30; also pub-
lished separately as Asiatic Society Monographs
14. (both these works have valuable introductions).
G. Lazard, La langue des plus anciens monuments
delaprose persane, Paris, 1962, p. 119. A.Mansiri,
“Tahqiq dar bara-ye Fars-nama-ye Ebn-e Balki wa
mo’allef-e an " Majalla-ye DaneSkada-ye adabiydt-
eSirdz 1/1, 1336 5./1957, pp. 44-49. Storey, I, pp.
350-51. Storey-Bregel, I, pp. 1027-8, no. 888
(lists two new mss., two texts of the Fars-ndma
published in Tehran and Shiraz).

(C. EpmuND BOSWORTH)

EBN BATTUTA, $AMS-AL-DIN ABU ‘ABD-ALLAH
MOHAMMAD (b. Tangier, 17 Rajab 703/25 February
1304; d. Morocco, 770/1368-9), the most famous
Muslim traveler. A Berber from Tangier, he claims
to have traveled extensively in Africa, the Middle
East, South and Southeast Asia, and China. His
Tohfat al-nozzar fi gard’eb al-amsdr wa ‘aj@’eb al-
asfar, known as the Rehla (Journey), professes to be
a chronological narrative of his journeys from his
departure from Tangier as a pilgrim in Rajab 725/
June 1324 to his arrival in Fez, Morocco, after a
journey to Mali in Du’l-qa‘da 754/December 1353.
At the command of the local ruler, Ebn Battiita
dictated an account of his journeys to the scholar Ebn
Jozayy. His account of places typically consists of
brief descriptions of the place and his adventures
there, supplemented as needed by accounts of local
shrines and holy men and of the local rulers.
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done in the past. It is in this connection that we must interpret what
Lambton terms his ‘concern ... to preserve or revive the heritage of
the past’ (1984: 64).

If earlier writers stressed the repetitive nature of events (as does
Nizam al-Mulk in the section on heresy), what occupies him
throughout is a sense of the changes — generally for the worse - that
have accompanied the new dawlat. This may be seen in his refer-
ences to ‘celestial accidents’ determining worldly events (this need
not, I think, be taken literally, but as signalling the unprecedented
nature of these events) and in his focus on the individual ruler, to
whom (rather than to the group) he addresses himself. He might (in
more ways than one) be seen as the Machiavelli of his time, caught
between the vanished past and the uncertain, and unsatisfactory,
present. Timothy Hampton has commented that Machiavelli’s
‘powerful demystification of historical repetition leaves action mired
in the present, caught in an absolute contingency that kills the past
and forestalls all possibility of resurrecting it’; yet despite this he still
retains ‘a residue of confidence in the voices of the past’, a confidence
that ‘arises in response to the total desolation which Machiavelli sees
as characteristic of his age’, and still looks to ‘the exemplary civilization
of Rome’ as an ideal model for contemporary emulation (1990: 76-7).

Much the same could be said of Nizam al-Mulk, who, deeply
disillusioned with the current state of government, where the good
customs and practices of the past have fallen into desuetude, can still
invoke that past — both the ancient and more recent pasts of Persia,
and its exemplary rulers, in particular Mahmud - to illustrate the
principles of government he seeks to teach his ruler. These principles
are not merely matters of administrative practice; for behind practical
measures lies an important moral dimension: the ethical bases upon
which relationships between ruler and subjects, ruler and subordin-
ates, are founded. Thus while not, strictly speaking, history, the Siyar
al-muliik demonstrates the uses of history, as well as the close
connection between historical, ethical and political thought. In its
enunciation of a changing thematics of the transfer of rule, focused
on the individual rather than on the group, it anticipates the work of
later historians. Thus it forms a bridge between two phases of Persian
historiography, the Ghaznavid and the Saljagq.

THE FARSNAMA OF IBN AL-BALKHI

This history of the province of Fars appears to be the earliest
surviving Persian historical work from the Saljaq period. In 1912 G.
Le Strange published a translation of the geographical section;* in his
preliminary remarks, included in R. A. Nicholson’s edition of the
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text (1962 [1921]), he described the work and discussed its historical
and political background. Le Strange called the author ‘Ibn al-Balkht’
because, as he himself states (1962 3, 118), his grandfather originated
from Balkh.>* This grandfather had been sent to Fars in 492/1098 by
Barkyiruq ibn Malikshah (487-98/1094-1104) to serve as mustawfi
under the Atabeg Rukn al-Dawla Khumartigin; the author accompan-
ied him, and was educated in Fars. He was commissioned to write the
work by Sultan Muhammad {Tapar) ibn Malikshah {498-511/1104—
17) because of his knowledge both of ‘the present condition of the
people of Fars’ and of ‘the events of their history, and ... the story of
their kings and rulers, even from the days of Gaytmars down to this
present time’ (r962: xi, 3). The work must have been completed
before the Sultan’s death and that of Atabeg Chavli (d. s1o/1116),
Muhammad'’s governor of Fars, who is mentioned frequently.

Le Strange provided a detailed summary of the contents of the
Farsndma. The author begins with ‘a summary description of the
province’, cites several traditions about Fars ascribed to the Prophet,
then moves to ‘the early Persian kings, whose history, much in
epitome, closes with the last of the Sdsanians and the rise of Islam’.
He then briefly relates the history of the Arab conquest of Fars,
ending with the caliphate of *Ali ibn Abi Talib. This is followed by an
account of the gadis of Fars and by the geographical section. He
returns to the history of Fars to provide ‘an account of the Shabinkara
tribes and the Kurds, and this narration of details of almost
contemporary history is of importance, as it mentions facts and
personages not noted, apparently, elsewhere’. Further new matter is
the author’s summary of the revenues of Fars down to his own time.
He ‘closes with a short note describing the days of the last Buyid
rulers of Fars, and the advent of the Seljuq Sultans’ {1962: xi-xii).

Beginning with Barkyarug, the Saljiiq sultans customarily appointed
their Atabegs to govern the provinces.”* The first to be sent to Fars
was Rukn al-Dawla Khumartigin; the next was Fakhr al-Din Chavli
Sagawa (Chawuli; Jawuli in the Arab sources), who succeeded, “after
much fighting ... in restoring order ... by curbing the power of the
Shabankara and subduing the various affiliated Kurdish tribes’ {1962:
xiii).»* Le Strange provided an account of conditions in Fars under the
Buyid Aba Kalijar Marzuban (Bakalijar; 415-40/1024-48) and his
successors and of the situation at the time of the advent of the
Saljaqs, when Fars was at the mercy of the Shabankara tribes, led by
Fadltiya (Fadlawayh). The reigning Sultan Alp Arslan sent his brother
Qavurd to Fars to restore order. ‘Fadhiya, finding that matters were
going against him’, presented himself before Alp Arslan, and was
reconfirmed as deputy governor of Fars. ‘He, however, had not yet
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