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IBN ‘ALKAMA — IBN AMAD]JOR

THE ENCYCLEOPAEDIA OF ISLAM [New Edaion), Yol lll, 1971 LEIDEM, pp.

with Thakif, Tammam % ‘Alkama was one of the
chiefs who supported ‘A%d al-Rahmin I, al-Dakhil
[g.v.}, in thelatter’s successful bid (138/755) tore-esta-
blish Umayyad rule in at-&ndalus after its eclipse in
the East, Perhaps the most notable exploit of
Tammim b. ‘Alkama was his share, with the mawls
Badr, in the reduction f Tulaytula [g.v.] (Toledo)
in 147/764. Thereafter he was governor of Washka
{Huesca), Turtiisha (Torssa) and Tarasiina (Tara-
zona), and died at an advanced age. towards the end
of the amirate of ‘Abd al-Rahman I's grandson,
al-Hakam I, al-Rabadi {z80/796-206/822).

’$\ (2) Tammam b. ‘Alkama, more fully Tammiam b.
‘Amir b. Ahmad b. Ghakb b. Tammam b, ‘Alkama
al‘Thakali, the direct desendant of (1), with whom
be is often confused. Heis said to have died at the
age of 96 (lunar) years in 283/896, 4.¢., his birth should
fall in 187/803, but is giwen as 194/809-10 by Abi
Bakr al-Razi (cited Ibm al-Abbar). He served as
wazir to the Umayyads Mabammad I [¢.v.] (238/852-
273/886), al-Mundhir [g=] (273/886-275/888) and
‘Abd Allah [g.v.} (275/888-300/912), the last of whom
dismissed him. His celebaity is due, however, to his
literary work, especially an urdjtiza (poem in the
radjaz [¢.v.] metre), whickaccording to Ibn al-Abbar
dealt with the conquest #f al-Andalus by the‘ Mus-
lims, gave the names of ilie Spanish governors and
Caliphs (sic: the Umaysad amirs from <Abd al-
Rahmian I are apparemty meant) and recounted
the wars in al-Andalus from the entry of its conqueror
Tarik b. Ziyad [¢.v.] to the last days of ‘Abd al-
Rabman II [q.0.) (206/822-238/852), at which time
it was probably composed {Dozy). Ibn al-Kiatiyya's
account of his ancestress; the Gothic princess Sarah
(granddaughter of Witiza, the last ruler of the royal
line of the Visigoths), agpears to have come from
the urdjiiza of Tammim & ‘Alkama, which is now
lost. The few lines of postry attributed to Tammam
by Ibn al-Abbar are in adifferent metre and belong
to a different work. Ibn Bihya [g.v.] cites Tammam
b. ‘Alkama for the storysf ¥Yahya b. Hakam, known
as 'al-Ghazil [g.v.], statisg that the former interro-4
gated the latter, who was his older contemporary,
on his journey to the coust of the ‘king of the Norse-
men’, but in view of the unreliable character of Ibn
Dihya this is not unexteptionable evidence either
for the alleged journey, ar for the existence of a
work in prose by Tammam b. ‘Alkama, in addition
to those which have beem mentioned.

Bibliography: Ibna Abbar, al-Hullg al-siyard>,
ed. Dozy (Notices sur guelques manuscrits arabes,
Leiden 1847-51), 77-8, ed. H. Munis, Cairo 1963,
i, 143-4; Ibn al-Katiyys, Ta’rikhk tftitah al-Andalus,
Madrid 1868, 6, 101, m03; Ibn Sa‘id, al-Mughrib
St huld al-Maghrib, ed. shawki Dayf { Dhakha’ir
al-Arab, 10), i, 44; Thm Khaldin, Beirut 1954-61,
iv, 266 (gives A. H. 14gfor the capture of Toledo);
Pons Boigues, 47-8; B, Dozy, ed., Ibn “Idhiri,
al-Baydn al-mughrib, i, introd. 14; idem, Recher-
ches®, ii, 268; idem, Hif. mus. Esp., new ed. by
E. Lévi-Provencal, 193z, indéx. {D. M. DuNLop)

XIBN AL-ALKAMI, Me’avyvap aL-Din MunaMm-
MAD, the wazir of al-Musta%im [¢.v.], the last Abbasid
caliph. He belonged to a Shi% family, which hailed,
according to Ibn al-Tikta$d, from the town of Nil on
the canal of the saine mame. The nisba al-‘Alkami
was first borne by his gramdfather, who was so called
after a canal he had d@ug and not, apparently,
Alkami [g.v.], the wester= branch of the Euphrates.
According to Hinda-Shak ke held the post of ustadh
al-dar at the time of al-Musta‘sim’s accession. Ibn

i K kg‘cd by the
. ol Rar ) The
extent of his treason it is difficult to “mgf_ }L 3}:1
certainly at loggerheads with the military leaders i,

2hil suburb

advocating a conciliatory
[¢.v.]but on the other hand one cannot credit the stafn.
ments of Djdzdjini that he deliberately - denuded
Baghdad of troops or that he wag personally '
responsible for the breach of the dyke which ton.
tributed to the disastrous defeat of “the Caliphs
army at Baghiriyya. According to Rashid al-Diy he
was confirmed in his post as wazir by the Mongols
and, when he died on 2 Djumada 11”"656/6 Jmmr
1258, was succeeded in that office by his son, Shurat
al-Din Abu 'l-Kasim “Ali. On the other hand, \\’5%31 '
speaks of his being passed over in favour of pne o - -
‘Amrin, a man of the people from Baktaby, == -
Bibliography: Ditzdjani,
1go ff., transl. Raverty, 1229 ff
Diami® al-tawdrikh,

attitude towards Hilges

~ed. ~ Habibi, . i,
;" Rashid al- Dy,
ed. Alizade, 64; Wassal, ed,
Hammer, s4ff.. (trans. 52 ff.); Ibn al-Tiktaka,
Kitad al-Fakhri, ed. Derenbourg, 453 f., trans,
Amar, 580 ff.; Hinda-Shah b. Sandjar Nakhdjiwani,
Tadjarib al-salaf, ed. Eghbal, 355 ff.; J. A, Boyle,
The death of the last Abbasid caliph: a contem-
porary Muslim account, in JSS, vifz (annotated
translation of an appendix to . the- Ta’rikh-s
Dijahian-Gushay of _I_)_juwayz_li attributed to. Nasir
" al-Din Tasi); O. Spies, Ein unbenutster Berichl siber
die Mongolen in Bagdad, in Isl., x) (1965), 97-112
(annotated translation of an account of the cori-
quest of Baghdad from the Tabakat al-Shifiiyya
of Tadj al-Din Subki). ~ (J- A. Bovir)
(QIBN AL-‘ALLAF, ABU BAKR AL-HASAN B. ALl
- B. AUMAD B. BASHSHAR B. ZIVAD IBN AL-SALLAF
'(so called because his father was a scller of kait)
AL-NAHRAWANI, poet and ”_,trradit,ionjs»t_(Whoﬁ /, .
-lived to be a hundred (218-318/833-930), ,yom.i’lﬁ‘ﬁt;
blind in his old age. He frequented -the" court . at 77
%did and was an intimate particularly. of gl — /o=
Mu‘tadid and Ibn al-Mu‘tazz. He knew much poetry j :
and composed a great dea! himself, so much indesd =~
that his works, collected by a member of his {family
and accompanied by accounts of his relations .with =

the persons on whom ‘he had written. panegyrics,

occupied four hundred warakas, if the Fihrist b
reading (Cairo ed., 238) is reliable. - 4 A/M’;a ’

Ibn al-‘Allaf's fame however is based ' almost
entirely on a kasida of 65 verses (metrc munsarih,
rhyme -di), including here and therd fgmmmji verses -]
in which be laments the death .of his cat, killed. by

EE——— . N .
neighbours because it was about to eat their pigeons.
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/index). or on a slave of Ibn al-SAlaf ==

- Bibliography: Ibn al-Mu‘tazz, Tabakil;x70:1;
Ibn Khallikan, i, 380; al-Khatib al-Baghdidi, vii,
379;-§afadi, Nakt al-himyadn, 139-42; Dafu!rl,

| s.v. hirr; H. Bowen, ‘Al ibn . ‘lsa, Cambridge-

; London 1928, 81-2; F. Bustani, Dd%rat al-ima‘drsf,

| iii, 388-9. . o {CH. PELLAT) :
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al-Tiktaka, a fellow-Shi% speaks of his distinction

/family of astronomers from Farghina. The

AL LR g D
alludes_to the m inflicted on al-}\lul;\slgshx, e Lzﬁ,/iﬁﬁfj
/the son of Ibn al-Furat {see. DX\ Sourdel,. Vazirat,

IBN AMADJUR or IBN MADJUR, name of a o

& 9,’,

i

” i
This poem, which greatly -interested al-Sabib Ibn C?&MF!?”’ S
‘Abbad when it was recited to him by the poet'sson, ethorden
Abu‘l;ﬁg;a@ngm to be-in fact an &g)f
on the death of Ibn al-Mu‘tazz, who had been killed ™ men shule
]Sy al-Muktadir; it is also thought however that it Z;: -




Edited by Julie Scott Meisami and Paul Starkey
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ARABIC LITERATURE
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ibn al-‘Amld

Further reading

Fiick, J., Die arabischen Studien in Europa bis in
den Anfang des 20. Jahrhunderts, Leipzig
(1955), 54, 58, 67f.

Grohmann, A., Il ‘kitab.al-‘agurrimiyyah’, Rome
(1911).

M.G. CARTER

See also: grammar and grammarians

Ibn tAliwa
(1286-1353/1869—-1934)

Ahmad ibn Mustafa ibn “Aliwa, also known as
al-Shaykh al-‘Alawi, was a popular Algerian
Sifi master and the founder of the al-
‘Alawiyya al-Darqawiyya mystical brother-
hood. Born at Mostaganem, Algeria, of a
noble but impoverished family, Ibn ‘Aliwa
was soon attracted to Sufi life. At first he
joined the miracle-working ‘Isawa brother-
hood, then, disaffected, became a disciple of
Shaykh al-Buizidi, head of the more sober
Darqawa, a branch of the great Shadhili tariga
of the Maghrib. In 1327/1909, upon the death
of his master, Ibn ‘Aliwa decided to found his
own brotherhood, which was to become popu-
lar not only among Algerian Muslims but also
with some Western intellectuals, especially
French, who flocked to his lodge, attracted by
his serenity, versatility and openness to all
religious teachings, including Christianity.
Later on, his European visitors, e.g. R.
Guénon, F. Schuon, T. Burckhardt, M.
Vilsan, etc., took to propagating his ideas
among theosophically-minded Western intel-
lectuals. They presented him as an exemplary

Sufi master and a faithful follower of the great

Ibn *Arabi.

In his native Algeria, however, Ibn
‘Aliwa’s activities met a much more restrained
reception. He ran afoul of the local reformers
led by Ibn Badis, who accused him of foster-
ing Sufi superstitions incompatible with the
‘pure’ Islam of the Prophet’s epoch. Una-
bashed, Ibn “Aliwa vigorously defended
traditional Sufi values and practices. His
poetical works, Koranic commentaries and
theological tracts evince a heavy indebtedness
to the controversial monistic ideas of Ibn
*Arabi, Ibn al-Farid and *Abd al-Karim al-
Jili. This fact was duly exploited by his detrac-
tors, who viewed those mystics as dangerous
heretics. For all his tolerance, Ibn “Aliwa was
critical of the ‘corruptive’ influence of Wes-
ternization on Algerian society, a point over

which he agreed with Ibn Badis and his
reformist followers. Despite his Western
followers’ claims to the contrary, his influence
was mostly confined to North Africa and some
Algerian communities in France.

Further reading

Berque, A., ‘Un Mystique modemiste: le cheikh
Benalioua’, Revue africaine (1936), 691-782.
Burckhardt, T., ‘Le Prototype unique’, Etudes

traditionnelles  (August—September 1938),
292-303.
Lings, M., A Sufi Saint of the Twentieth Century,
2nd edn, Berkeley and Los Angeles (1971).
Merad, A., Le Réformisme musulman en Algérie,
Paris and The Hague (1967), 75-6.

(d. 31 9/931 at a great age)

Abi Bakr al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali ibn Ahmad ibn al-
“Allaf al-Nahrawani was a poet, transmitter of
poetry and companion of the caliph al-
Mu‘tadid. He was brought up in Baghdad, but
little is known of his life. He was greatly
admired by Ibn al-Mu‘tazz, who quotes
several examples of his poetry in which a
mastery of rhetorical figures serves to enhance
the expression of authentic feeling. Ibn al-
*Allaf is best known for an elegy of his cat,
which runs to over sixty lines; although this
poem is believed by some simply to com-
memorate the cat’s death at the hand of irate
neighbours after it had killed their pigeons,
others regard it as a covert elegy of Ibn al-
Mu‘tazz, whom Ibn al-‘Allaf did not dare to
mourn openly.

Text editions

Diwan ibn al-‘Allaf, Sabih Radif (ed.), Baghdad
(1974).

Ibn al-Mu‘tazz, Tabaqar al-shu‘ara’, *Abd al-Sattar
Ahmad Farrdj (ed.), 4th edn, Cairo (1981),
358-9.

Ibrahim al-Najjar (ed.), Majma*® al-dhakira, vol. 4,
Masalik al-rith@’ wa-al-tafajju’, Tunis (1990),
135-41 (gives the text of the cat’s elegy).

H. KILPATRICK

Ibn al-*Amid (d. 360/970)

Abi al-Fadl Muhammad ibn al-Husayn ibn al-
‘Amid was a Buyid vizier, prose stylist, poet
and patron. Born in Qumm into a secretarial
family, he served as vizier to Rukn al-Dawla,
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