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ANIMAL FABLES IN THE SULWAN AL-MU TA_ ‘BY IBN:ZAFAR
AL-SIQILLI S e
°1a p5e Fle

FRANCESCA BELLINO
(UNIVERSITY OF TURIN)

Ibn Zafar al-Siqilli (1104-1170 or 1172)" was one of the leading adab literati of
the twelfth century. He crossed the history of Norman Sicily (1091-1282), living
in a particularly challenging period in which, “as the epicenter of flourishing
culture, Sicily became a brid§e of cultural transmission between the Muslim
world and Christian Europe”.” In this intellectual milieu, Ibn Zafar wrote the
Sulwan al-muga‘ fi ‘udwan al-atbi* (Waters of Comfort or Consolation for the
Ruler during the Hostility of Subjects’), the second redaction of which was
prepared in Sicily. This work is usually considered particularly representative in
relation to the Arabic literature of Sicily, since Ibn Zafar was allegedly born there
and spent some considerable time there.

In this article, I will examine a relatively little explored topic that concerns the
model of fictionality outlined in the Sulwan al-muta‘. I will provide an analysis of
its contents, focusing on the significance that Ibn Zafar conferred on the animal

1 An outline of Ibn Zafar's biography is given by Umberto Rizzitano, s.». “Tbn Zafar, Aba
‘Abd Allah Muhammad,” in EIZ, New Edition; C. Edmund Bosworth, “Ibn Zafar al-
Siqill”, in Encyclopedia of Arabic Literature, London: Routledge, 1988, vol. 1, p. 383; al-
Zirikli, al-A%am, Bayrit: Dir al-Ilm li-I-Malayin, 2002, vol. 6, pp. 230-231.

2 R. Hrair Dekmejian, Adel Fathy Thabit, “Machiavelli’s Arab Precursor: Ibn Zafar al-
Siqillé”, British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, 27 (2000), pp. 125-137, cit. p. 126.

3 The title has been translated in different ways. I refer to the two translations as given in
Sohwan or, Waters of Comfort by Ibn Zafer a Sicilian Arab of the Twelfth Century. From the
original manuscript by Michele Amari, London: Bentley, 1852, and R. Hirair Dekmejian,
Joseph A. Kechichian, The Just Prince. A Manual of Leadership Including an Authoritative
English Translation -of the Sulwan al-Muta® fi Udwan al-Atba’ (Consolation for the Ruler
during the Hostility of Subjects), London: Sagi, 2003.

4 Tbn Zafar has been studied as a representative author of the Arab-Sicilian literature by
Michele Amari, Storia dei Musulmani di Sicilia, vol. 3, Firenze: Le Monnier, 1872, pp.
714-735; Francesco Gabrieli, “Un secolo di studi arabo-siculi®, Studia islamica, 2 (1954),
pp- 89-102; Umberto Rizzitano, Storia e cultura nella Sicilia saracena, Palermo: Flaccovio,
1975, pp. 160, 284, 366, 434-435, 450; Thsin ‘Abbas, al-Arab fi Sigilliyya: Dirdsa fi l-ta’rip
wa-l-adab, Bayrat: Dar al-Taqifa, 1975, p. 161.

QSA n.s. 10 (2015), pp. 103-122
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Ibn Zafar
g?fﬁ Leila pDemiri
Abii ‘Abdallzh Muhammad ibn Abi Muhammad ibn
Muhammad ibn Zafar Hujjat al-Din al-Siqilli al-Makki

DATE OF BIRTH May 1104

PLACE OF BIRTH Sicily

DATE OF DEATH 1172 or soon after, but not later than 1202
PLACE OF DEATH Hama

BIOGRAPHY .
According to the majority of biographers, Ibn Zafar was born in
Sicily under Norman rule but grew up in Mecca, though some authors
identify Mecca as his birthplace (al-Fasl, Al-‘igd, p. 345; Ibn Hajar,
Lisan al-mizdn, p. 372; al-Suyati, Bughyat, p. 142; al-Dawudi, Tubagat,
p- 167). He travelled to Egypt, Mahdiyya (present day Tunisia), Sicily,
back to Egypt and then Aleppo, before finally settling down in Hama,
where he died. This is an approximate account of his life journey, as it
is difficult to determine the exact chronological order and the precise
time he spent in each of his destinations.

The great majority of biographical sources propose 1170 as the year
of Ibn Zafar’s death, though according to some others he died in 1172
(al-Tsfahani, Kharidat al-qasr, p. 49; Ibn al-Qifti, Inbah, p.74; al-Fasi,
Al-‘igd, p. 344; Ibn Hajar, Lisgn al-mizan, p. 372), 1173 (al-Isfahani,
Kharidat al-qasr, p. 49; Ibn al-Qiftl, Inbah, p.74; Hajji Khalifa, Kashf
al-zuniin, ii, pp. 998, 2052), 1180 (al-Daljl, Al-falaka, p. 136), in the
decade of 1175 (al-Fasi, Al-‘igd, p. 346), or in 1202 (Ibn Hajar, Lisan
al-mizan, p. 372). The opening page of the Escorial MS (f. 1v) includes
a samd’ note, which suggests that he was still alive in Rajab 566 (March
1171), so one is inclined to conclude that he may have died sometime
in 1172 or soon after, but not later than 1202 (see Ibn Zafar, Khayr al-
bishar, pp. 36, 57 69-70)-

Tbn Zafar was a man of letters, a poet, grammarian and philologist.
He was a prolific author who composed works in various disciplines
including law; theology, history, political philosophy and quranic
and biblical exegesis. More than 30 books are attributed to him,
among which 23 are listed in a catalogue written by Ibn Zafar himself

L5637
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IL POTERE DELLA PAROLA MIRELLA CASSARINO
LA PAROLA DEL POTERE Universita di Catania

TRA EUROPA E MONDO ARABO-OTTOMANO

Come rivolgersi alPautorita. I Conforti politici di Tbn Zafar il Siciliano
TRA MEDIOEVO ED ETA MODERNA v

‘ . . ) . . Summary The aim of this paper is to present some observations on the relation between

Attl della giornata di studio — Venezia 7 novembre 2008 word and power in the text Sulwin al-murd’, by the Arabic erudite polygraph Tbn
Zafar (died 1772). The paper will focus on a rather complex series of interconnected
issues: the nature of discourse and its deviations from the model; the rituals through
which the author performs his utterances; the form, or forms, that words and
concepts assume in the text on the wake of 4 long and complex process developed by
carlier writers; the positive function of the word also in pragmatic terms; the
interaction between the author, his two addressees, and the wider public; the
hierarchical order in which the various typologies of discourse are organized; the
manipulation of discourse through rhetoric.,

Keywords Tbn Zafar, Sulwan al-mutiS Word, Power, Hierarchical discourse.

A cura di
Antonella Ghersetti

Tiskiye Diyanet Vakli i
1.8 - - ’:3
isiam Aragtrmalan e
Klitiiphanesi ~ [T
R YVES = 1. Premessa X . e
e =< L’intenzione di questo intervento & quella di presentare alcune riflessioni aperte

sullimpiego della parola, intesa prevalentemente nel senso di “discorso” nella
sua qualita di “istanza di lingua”, nell'opera Sulwan almuta“ossiano Conforti
politici, dell’erudito ¢ poligrafo arabo Ibn Zafar (m. nel 1172), al quale le fontd
attribuiscono la aisha di al-Sigilli, cioé il Siciliano. La traduzione italiana del te-
sto, dalla quale citerd ampiamente, la prima in una lingua europes, fu pubblicata
a Firenze nel 1851 a cura di Michele Amari." Essa fu condotta su un testo critico
inedito ricostruito dal celebre storico dei musulmani di Sicilia attraverso la colla-
zione delle fonti manoscritte ch’egli ebbe a disposizione nella allora Bibliothéque

Royale di Parigi.” -
26-4»

o
; Tas. Mo
i

1

Per la stesura di questo contributo, & stata utilizzata la riedizione dell'opera, curata da Paclo
Mingant, pubblicata dall' Editore Flaccovio a Palermo nel 1973.

La prima edizione a stampa del Sufwan fu pubblicata a Tunisi nel 1862. A essa si fara qui
riferimento. Ne segnalo una pitt recente, pubblicata al Cairo dalla Dér al-tagafa nel 1978 con
una Mugaddima di Aba Nakla Ahmad Ibn “Abd al-Magid.

[}

Filippi Editore Venezia
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Edited by Julie Scott Meisami and Paul Starkey
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ARABIC LITERATURE
Volume 1 London ©1998 Routedge  jsAM-ON:ES2F3

lbn Zamrak

al-Munsif lil-sariq wa-al-masriiq minhu fI izhar
sariqat Abi al-Tayyib al-Mutanabb, M.Y. Najm
(ed.), Kuwait (1984); 2 vols., Beirut (1992)
(complete).

Further reading

Aba Sutayt, S.M., al-Ma'‘raka al-nagdiyya bayna
Ibn Waki* wa-al-Mutanabbi, Cairo (1990).

E.K. ROWSON

Ibn al-Wardi
(691—-749/1292-1349)

Zayn al-Din ‘Umar ibn al-Muzaffar, known as
Tbn al-Wardi, was born at Ma‘arrat al-Nu'man
(N. Syria). Apart from some service in the
judiciary, he spent his life in literary and
scholarly pursuits. He died in Aleppo. Ibn al-
Wardi wrote verse and prose adaptations of
various legal and grammatical works, an
original poem on problems of inflection (al-
Tuhfa al-Wardiyya), and a diwan, including
verse, magamas and other belletrist prose. He
is chiefly known for an abridgement of Abu
al-Fida’s history and its continuation from
710/1311, although Abu al-Fida’s work also
goes beyond that date, until the year of his
own death.

Text editions

Diwan, Ahmad Fawzi al-Hayb (ed.), Kuwait
(1986).

Tatimmat al-Mukhtasar fi akhbar al-bashar, Cairo
(1285/1868); Ahmad Rifa‘at al-Badrawi (ed.), 2
vols, Beirut (1389/1970).

al-Tuhfa al-Wardiyya, R. Abicht (ed.), Breslau
(1891).

D.S. RICHARDS

Ibn Wasan see al-Wasani

Ibn Wasil (604-97/1208-98)

Jamal al-Din Muhammad ibn Salim ibn Wasil,
born in Hama (Syria), served as gadi and
diplomat for Ayyiibid rulers and the early
Mamlik sultans. Alongside a historical survey
from the Prophet to 637/1240 (still in manu-
script), his major historical work, the Mufarrij
al-kuriib, covers Egypt and Syria for Zangid
and Ayyubid -times to 661/1263, and was
written in later life at Hama. This is initially a
work of compilation, with acknowledged
quotations from the preceding generation of
historians (often via Aban Shama). What he

writes from his own wide experience is direct
and free of embellishment. He also compiled a
selection from Abir al-Faraj al-Isbahani’s
Kitab al-Aghani.

Text editions

Mufarrij al-kurib fi akhbar Bani Ayyub, vols 1-3,
J. al-Shayyal (ed.), vols 4-5, H. Rabi® (ed.),
Cairo (1953-77).

Tajrid al-Aghani, Taha Husayn and Ibrahim al-
Abyari (eds), vols 1-2, Cairo (1955-7).

D.S. RICHARDS

-Siqilli (497-565 or

“568/1104-70 or 1172-3)

Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Zafar al-Sigilll
was an author who apparently wrote a large
number of works, of which only a very few
have survived. Of Sicilian origin, he lived in
the Levant and North Africa and travelled
extensively through them, dying at Hama in
Ayyiibid Syria. We possess of his works a
lengthy Koran commentary; a book of predic-
tions of Muhammad’s greatness as a prophet;
a biographical and adab work; and the best
known of his compositions, a Mirror for
Princes, the Sulwan al-muta‘, which includes
material from animal fables of the Kalila wa-
Dimna type. The popularity of this work
ensured its translation into Persian and
Ottoman Turkish and into various Western
languages.

Text edition

Solwan: or, Waters of Comfort, anon (trans.)
London (1851).

Further reading

Chauvin, Bibliographie
175-87.
EI*, s.v. (U. Rizzitano).

(1892-1909), vol. 2,

C.E. BOSWORTH

Ibn Zamrak (d. after 795/1393)

Abii ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Yasuf ibn
Zamrak (or Zumruk) was a poet and courtier
in Granada. He was trained in both poetry
and statecraft and introduced to the Nasrid
court by Ibn al-Khatib. He followed
Muhammad V into exile in Fez, becoming his
private secretary on his restoration. When Ibn
al-Khatib defected to Morocco, Ibn Zamrak
succeeded him as chief minister and was

383




MaArcia K. HERMANSEN (ed.), The Conclusive Argument from God: Shah
Walt Allah of Dehli’s Hujjat Allah al-Baligha (Leonard Lewisohn)
Kraus KREISER and CHRISTOPH NEUMANN (eds), Das osmanische Reich
in seinen Archivalien und Chroniken, Nejat Gdjiing zu Ehren (Jan

Schmidt)

AMAIRA SONBOL (ed.), The Last Khedive of Egypt: Memoirs of ‘Abbas Hilmt
II (M. W. Daly)

NATHAN J. BROWN, The Rule of Law in the Arab World: Courts in Egypt and
the Gulf (Jan Goldberg)

JAMES L. GELVIN, Divided Loyalties: Nationalism and Mass Politics in Syria
at the Close of Empire (Raymond Hinnebusch)

YEZID SAYIGH, Armned Struggle and the Search for State: The Palestinian
National Movement, 1949-1993 (Eugene Rogan)

J. N. LoCKMAN, Meinertzhagen’s Diary Ruse. False Entries on T. E.
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Middle East; KATIRINA DALACOURA, Islam, Liberalism and Human Rights
(Peter Hinchcliffe)

JAMES JaNkOWsKI and ISRAEL GERSHONI (eds), Rethinking Nationalism in the
Arab Middle East (Raymond Hinnebusch)
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SarRaH GRAHAM-BROWN, Sanctioning Saddam: The Politics of Intervention
in Irag (Neil Partrick)

JAMES CRAIG, Shemlan: A History of the Middle East Centre for Arab Studies
(Leslie McLoughlin)

NicHOLAS AWDE (ed.), Women in Islam: an Anthologyv from the Qur’an and
Hadiths; MARYAM PoYa, Women, Work and Islamism: Ideology and
Resistance in Iran (Farida Abu-Haidar)
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Machiavelli’s Arab Precursor: Ibn
Zafar al-Siqilli

R. HRAIR DEKMEJIAN* and ADEL FATHY THABIT**

ABSTRACT  Virtually unknown to contemporary Western scholars and most Arab
intellectuals is the political thought of Ibn Zafar al-Siqilli, a distinguished Arab
philosopher and political activist of the twelfth century. First discovered in
mid-nineteenth century by an lialian Arabist, Ibn Zafar was considered a worthy
precursor to Machiavelli by Gaetano Mosca. This paper presents an analysis of
Ibn Zafar’s theories of power and leadership and draws relevant parallels
between Ibn Zafar’s magnum opus, Sulwan al-Muta’, and Machiavelli’s Prince.
Written in the genre of ‘advice to the prince’, Ibn Zafar’s book offers an empirical
analysis of power and a set of maxims and strategies to be used by a virtuous ruler
in order to preserve his power and secure his realm. It will be shown that Ibn
Zafar's maxims, like Machiavelll’s, transcended his historical milieu and there-

fore, deserve attention by modern students of Arab political thought.

Introduction

Despite the renewed scholarly’ attention given to Islamic political theory, there
still exist lacunae in the history of Muslim political thought which remain to be
explored. Indeed, the plethora of recent studies on Islamic political theory appear
to be prompted by the rise of Islamist movements in the twentieth century.
Consequently, scholarly interest has focused on the historical anchors of contem-
porary Islamist thought found in writings of such major thinkers as al-Mawardi
(d. 1058), al-Ghazall (d. 1111), Tbn Taymiyya (d. 1328) and his intellectual
descendants.' .

Yet the contemporary interest in the intellectual antecedents of Islamism may
have detracted scholars from exploring previously little known Arab thinkers,
whose writings transcended their historical milieu. One such thinker is Abii. ‘Abd
Allah Muhammad ibn Zafar al-Siqillt (b..497/1104), a twelfth century man of
letters, whose book Sulwan al-Muta“, written in the genre of ‘advice to the
prince’, makes him a worthy precursor to none other than Niccolo Machiavelli
(b. 1469).

Ibn Zafar’s political thought has been virtually unknown in the West, save for
the work of Michele Amari, the distinguished nineteenth century Sicilian
Arabist, who translated Sulwin al-Mutd® in 1851 into Italian; an English edition
appeared in 1852.2 In his introductory chapter, Amari proudly refers to Ibn Zafar

* R. Hrair Dekmejian is Professor of Political Science at the University of Southern California, LA, USA.
## Adel Fathy Thabit is Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of Alexandria in Egypt.

' For a discussion see ‘Adil Fathi Thabit, ‘Abd al-Hafiz. Shar‘iyvat al-Sulta fi’I-Islam (Legitimation of Authority
in Islam) (Alexandria: Dar al-Jama‘a al-Jadida 1i'I-Nashr, 1996), pp. 12-13. R. Hrair Dekmejian, Islam in
Revolution, (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1995). pp. 8-19. 3640.

2 Michele Amari, Sehvan; or Waters of Comfort by Ibn Zafer, Vols I and 11, (London: Richard Bentley. 1852).
For an Arabic edition see Sulwan al-Mutd@ fi “Udwan al-Atha® (Consolation for the Ruler During the Hostility
of Subjects). introduction by Abii Nahla Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Majid (Cairo: Dar al-Thaqafa. 1978).

ISSN 1353-0194 print/ISSN 1469-3542 online/00/020125-13 © 2000 British Society for Middle Eastern Studies
DOT: 10.1080/13530190020000463




Sill 7 dité. cgypte au Cours

de Gilliot, "Textes Arabes Anciens Eflltes en Eg_yp Cour
gz-i Années 2002-2004” MIDEO: Mélanges Institut Dominicain
d'Etudes Orientales du Caire, vol. XXVII, 2008 Cairo, pp. 244 - 245 D998

48. IBN ZAFAR AL-SIQILLT [al-SAQALI]? (Hujjat al-Din a. ‘Al [ou a. Hashim/Ja‘far]
M. b. ‘AL b. M. b. Zafar al-Makk), [ab-Sulwinal* Sutwin al-wmurs f wdwin al-
athd’, éd. Ayman ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Buhayri, Le Caire, Dar al-Afaq al-jadida, 2001;
17x24 cm., I52 . oy Z 7 £

Pour I'A., homme de [ertres, grammairien, exégere, né en Sicile, selon certains en
497/1104, ou & La Mecque (Dawiidi), ayant passé son enfance er sa jeunesse 3 La

. Mecque et en Egypte ot il rencontra Abix Bakr al-TuryiishT 3 Alexandrie, m. 565/,
25 sept. 1169 (ou encore 567, 598), & Hama, ». Rizzitano, i L 11, 995; GaL, 1, 3512,
op. 1; 81, 595-65 Ahlwardr n° 9506-7; Kahh, X, 241-2; Zirikli, VI, 230-1; Ibn Khallikin,
IV, 395-7, 0° 662; Dawiidi, Jabaqads, 1, 1712, n° s12; Salih fyya, III, 528 (trois titres), op.
3; MIDEO, 24, n° 48.

Ce fut un grand voyageur: il se rendit en Egypte, puis en Espagne ot il rencontra
Abt Bakr ITbn al-‘Arabi, Abi Marwin al-BajT, Abit al-Walid al-Dabbagh, Ibn
Masarra, etc.; puis il alla en Afrique du Nord, ot il s§journa notamment 4 Mahdiyya,
¢tant présent lors des «guerres des Francs» (les Normands de Sicile). 11 alla alors en
Sicile, puis en Egypte, a Alep, ot il écrivit son commentaire coranique (a/-Tfsir al-
kabir), 4 la Madrasa d’Tbn a. ‘Asriin. Lors des conflits entre chiites et sunnites, ses
livres furent pillés. Il acheva sa vie 3 Hama. )

1l est, entre autres, lauteur d’un Shark gharib al-Magimar (Gar S1, 596, 0p. 53 51,
487, sub Harirl, I mt. 1a; Zirikli, V1, 231a n. 1, d'apres Id., iz Raap, 5, 134).

Le texte ici présenté a été lithographié & Tunis, Matba‘at al-Dawla al-tinisiyya, .
1279/1862, 102 p.; Beyrouth, Magba‘at Jam'yyat al-funiin, 1880, 141 p. Auparavant, il
avait été traduit par Michele Amari (1806-1889), Solwan el mota’, ossiano, Conforti
politici, di Tbn Zafer, arabo siciliano del xu secolo, versione italiana di Michele
Amari, Florence, F. Le Monnier, 1851, LXXVII+352 p.; puis traduit en anglais: Solwan,

7

2. Sam‘ani, Ansdk, 10, suivane ce qu'il 2 va éerie de la plume de Abit }-Fityin ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-Kacim al-
Rawwést al-Dihistan? (m. rabt 1 503), donne: al-Saqali, pour tous les habitants de la Sicile (Saqa-
: liyya). . .

or, Waters of comfort, by Tbn Zafer, From the original manuscript, by Michele Amari,
and rendered in English by the translator of «The Sicilian vespers», Londres, R.
Bentley, 1852 (réimpr. luxueuse, avec des ajouts, en 3 vols., Vérone er Koweit, 1984);
al-Sulwindt f§ musamarat al-khulafi’ wa-al-sidat, Subwin al-mutd” fi ‘udwin al-athe,
éd. Abit Nahla A. b. ‘Abd al-Majid, Le Caire, As‘ad Taribiziini al-Husayni, 1978, 151
p; €d. M. A. Damaj, Beyrouth, Mu’assasat ‘Izz al-Din, 1995, 351 p.; Joseph A.
Kechichian and R. Hrair Dekmejian, The Just prince. 4 manual of leadership,
including an authoritative English translation of the Sulwan al-Muta® § ‘Udwan al-
Atba“ (Consolation for the ruler during the hostility of subjects) by Muhammad ibn
Zafar al-Sigilli, Londres, Saqi Books, 2003, 349 p.

Le texte serait, en principe, établi 4 partir du ms. Dx 1414 adab, 166 f Aucune
trace d'apparat critique. Ed. commerciale.




No}u’ve,”cs des Momuscff)rs du .MO\A,QM\"O“\@”)'; C“”“]—-li (\993){’70«“‘3.
01724

Arabe Paris 564h/ 1169
Bibliothéeque Nationale
Arabe 6607

Copiste : Ga'farb. Muhammad
Date : 24 diual-qa‘'da564/19 aolt 1169

Texte : Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah Ibn Zafar al-Makki al-Saqali, 6° partie du Yanba " al-
hayat -

@5 e A LA

. Histoire du manuscrit :igaza de l'auteur, délivrée 4 Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Tarsi (?),

de $awwal 565/ juin- juillet 1170 (f. 215). Marques de Mahmad b. ‘Ali, de 928/ 1521-
1522 et de <.......... > b. ‘Umar, de 1170/ 1756- 1757; une autre est datée d'Alep, en 852/

1448- 1449 (f. 1).

Nombre de ff° :214 Dimensions :242x 169 mm

Support : papier non filigrané. Vergeures verticales. Fils de
chainetteirréguliérementespaces.

Cahiers : 10 ff./ cahier (avec une irrégularité dans les 3, 4 et
5 cahiers). Marque de milieu de cahier (/) dans le coin supérieur

extérieur du recto. - =
Réclames : ajout —_— A
Numération des cahiers :vestiges dun ajout en toutes lettres, —_— i
dans l'angle supérieur externe du recto du premier feuillet du o oy

cahier; la numération semble avoir commencé avec le numéro 26 o
(traces aux ff. 92: 35°% ; 142= 4<0>¢;172=43°, etc...).
Réglure :tracesde réglure

Nombre de lignes :23 (sauf aux ff.29 et 39) Surface d'écr.:180/184x120 mm

Encre(s) : texte: noire
titres: noire

Manuscrit sans peintures ni dessins.

Reliure : orientale a recouvrement, dos refait; le décor est estampe a froid.

. Francois DEROCHE

Fiche n° 63 ISSN en cours- © FiMMOD 1993
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IBN YONUS — IBN ZAFIR

und Astron. d. Araber, in Abh. z. Gesch. d. math.
Wissensch., x {1900), 77-9 (to the list of mss. noted
by Suter may be added: Chester Beatty Library
MS arab. 3673); C. Schoy, 3 articles in the Annalen
der Hydrographie und Maritimen Meleorologie: Das
. 20. Kapitel der grossen Hakemitischen Tafeln des
Ibn Yiinus “Uber dic Berechnung des Azimuis aus
der Hohe und der Hohe aus dem Azimut”, xlviii
(1920), 97-111, Uber eine arabische Methode, die
geographische Breite aus der Hohe der Sonne im
I Vertical (Hohe ohne Azimut) zu  bestimmen,
xlix (1921), 124-33, Die Bestimmung der geogra-
phischen Breite eines Orles durch Beobachiungen der
Meridianhohe der Somme ..., 1 (1922), 3-20; C.
Schoy, Beitrage sur arabischen Trigonometrie, in
Isis, v (1923), 364-99; Brockelmann, I, 255, S I,
400; E. S. Kennedy, 4 survey of Islamic astrono-
mical tables, in Trans. Amer. Philos. Soc., xlvi
{1956), 126. (B. R. GOLDSTEIN)
OIBN (a1)-ZABIR, As0 Kartrir ‘Asp ALLiH B.
{AL-)ZABIR B. AL-ASHYAM AL-ASADI, Arabic poet of
the 1st/7th century. He became a writer of panegy-
rics of the local Umayyads and wrote particularly, in
an entirely classical manner, in praise of Asma’ b.
Khiridja; but he did not hesitate to address praises
to the Zubayrids after Mus®a b. al-Zubayr, who had
seized Kiifa, had treated him leniently when his
supporters had arrested him; it was, so to speak, as
a private person that he wrote a hidid’ against “Abd
Allah b. al-Zubayr, who had treated badly his own
brother ‘Amr, a friend of the poet. According to the
Aghini, his satires were much feared, and they
are certainly caustic without being scurrilous.
His quarrels with ‘Abd al-Rabmin b. Umm al-
Hakam, governor of Kafa for his maternal uncle
Mu‘awiya, are widely reported; but in addition the
poet did not hesitate to complain to the caliph—who
saw that he obtained justice—of the bad treatment
he had received from his nephew, just as he takes to
task al-Hadidiadi in person in an often-quoted poem.
He is said to have died either during a campaign
organized by the latter, or while trying to escape
from compulsory conscription for the operations in
Media, probably about 78/698.

Bibliography: Some verses of Ibn (al-)Zabir
are quoted as examples in dictionaries and gram-
matical works; the most detailed notice is that
in the 4ghani, xiii, 33-49, = Beirut ed.; xiv, 211~
46; see also Diahiz, Bayin, i, 226; idem, Bukhald®,
ed. Hadijiri, zo07, 380; Ibn Kutayba, Shi‘r, index;
idem, “Uyin, ii, 186; iii, 67, 265; Ibn Sallim,

Tabakat, 146; Mubarrad, Kaémil, 122, 217, 665; |
Husri, Zakr, 405, 474, 817; Tabari, ii, 231, 269,!.‘

871; Mas‘adi, Muridi, v, 300-1; Marzubini,
Mutdiam, 244, 470; Baghdadi, Khizana (Balak), i,
345; ii, 100; Ibn al-Athir, ii, 317; iv, 30, 272, 307;
Tibrizi, Skark Diwan al-Hamasa, passim; Caetani,
Annali, ii, 231, 269, 871; Nallino, Lefteratura, 133,
143 = Fr. tr. 205-6, 220. (Ep.)
IBN ZAFAR, ARG ‘ABD ALLAH (var. Aba Haghim,
Abi Dja‘far) Mun. B. Asl MuH., an Arab scholar
and polygraph to whom the sources attribute the
nisha al-Sikilli (often followed by the nisba al-Makki)
and various honorific titles. According to Ibn
Khallikan (M. Amari, Bibliotheca arabo-sicula[=BAS),
Leipzig 1857, 630), he was born in Sicily (in 497/1104,
according to certain biographers) and brought up
in Mecca; he travelled in various countries in the”
East and in the Maghrib and, towards the end of his
life, retired to Hamit where he died in 565/1170
{var. 567 and 5¢8). But these biographical data, and
in particular his origin, birth and journeyings, vary

considerably in the other authors mentioned in the

BAS. In fact, according to Yakiit (Irshdd, vii, 102),
the places where he stayed during his journeys were
Egypt, Ifrikiya (in al-Mahdiyya), Sicily, Egypt again,
Aleppo and Hamat.

Of this author’s vast output (Ibn' Zafar, in the
introduction of his Sulwdn al-muta® [see below],
credits himself with 32 works), only four works have
survived. As for the subjects treated in those of his
writings which must be regarded as lost and which,
according to Yakit {op. cil., 102), were destroyed in
Aleppo during the struggles between Shi'is and
Sunnis, from the few that we possess it may be
deduced that they were concerned with Kur’anic
exegesis, theology, fikh, moral philosophy, exhor-
tation, grammar, Aristotelian logic and lexicography
(several commentaries on the Makamat of al-Hariri).

The only writings to have survived are: Yanb¢
al-hayat fi tadhkir al-dkikr al-hakim, a long unt
published commentary on the Kur’an and, in be-
author’s own opinion, the best of his writings (for
the MSS, see Brockelmann, I, 352, S 1 596); Khayr
al-bishar bi-khayr al-bashar (lith. Cairo 1280/1863)
on the predictions received by mankind on the sub-
ject of Muhammad’s prophetic mission; Anba’
nudjabd’ al-abnd” (the undated Cairo ed. belongs to
1322/1904), biographies of illustrious individuals,
starting with Muhammad, and various subjects
of adab (see Brockelmann, I, 352, S I, 505, and also
C. A. Nallino, I manoscritti arabi ... di Torino, in
Mem. Acc. Sciensze, 1900, 37-8); Sulwan al-muti® fi
Sudwan al-athd® (lith. Cairo 1278/1861-2; printed
Tunis 1279/1862, Beirut 1300/1882-3); this Firsten-
spiegel, drawn up on the model of Kalila wa-Dimna,
and of which Italian, English and Turkish translations
were made, must be regarded as the author’s most
widely known work.

Bibliography: Brockelmann, 1, 352, S I, 595;
the preface to the Italian translation, by M. Amari,
of the Sulwdn, Florence 1851, 1882 ; on the Suluwdin,
see V. Chauvin, ii, 175-87.—M. Amari, Storia dei
Musulmani di Sicilia, Catania 1933, iii, 735-57.
Lastly, we must add that, in the Catalogue of
MSS in the Mosque of al-Azhar, a work (775,
no. 2120 “Fikh ‘Amm”) is attributed to Ibn Zafar,
bearing the title Zdd al-mulak al-muzaflari (Mu-
zaffiri?) fi ’l-mutakaddt wa 'l-*ibaddl, of which
the author himself makes no mention in the list
of his writings contained in the mukaddima of the
Sulwin. (U. R1zz1TANO)

) IBNZAFIR, DijaMAL AL-Din ABU'L-HasAN ALY B.

ABI MANSOR ZAFIR B. AL-HUSAYN AL-AZD], Egyptian
chancery secretary and man of letters, born in Cairo
in 567/1171. He was the pupil of his father, who was
a teacher at the Maliki madrasa al-Kumbiyya, and‘
eventually succeeded him. He was next employed in
the chancery of al-‘Aziz (589-95/1193-8), then in
that of al-¢Adil (596-615/1200-18), and finally in that
of the latter’s som, al-Ashraf (d. 635/1237), at
Damascus. In 612/1215, he gave up his office and
returned to Cairo, where he died, according to Yakit,
on 15 Sha‘ban 613/27 November 12 16, or, according
to Ibn Shakir, in 623/r226. .

There are attributed to him about a dozen works,
among which there have survived the Kitab Bada’s*
al-bada®ih (Balak 1278, Cairo 1316, on the margin of
the Ma‘dhid al-tansis), an anthology of improvisa-
tions of some worth; al-Mandkib al-niriyya (MS
Escorial}, which must be identical with the Kitdb al-
Taskbihit; and finally K. al-Duwal al-munkati‘a
{MSS British Museum, Gotha and photocopy in
Cairo), of which the Akhbar mulak al-dawla al-
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