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Ibn Stda family

The Ibn Siida family is an impor-
tant family of Malikt ¢adis (judges) and
‘wlama’ (sing, ‘alim; religious scholars) from
Morocco, also known as the Banii Studa
al-Murxi, with its origins in al-Andalus—
its genealogy seems to be related to the
Bani Murra b. ‘Awf b. Sa‘d of Elvira.
Ibn al-Khatib (d. 776/1374-3), a politi-
cian and polymath from Granada during
the Nasrid period (629-897/1232-1492),
locates the family in the region of the
Alpujarras and mentions two of its mem-
bers, Abt ‘Abdallah Mulhammad b. Siida
b. Ibrahim b. Stida (d. 637/1240) and
Abi 1-Qasim Muhammad b. Muhammad
b. ‘All b. Stda (d. 807/1404). The lat-
ter was a doctor who crossed the Strait
of Gibraltar to complete his training and
then moved to Fez in 754/1353 and was
a secretary (kaiib) to the Marinid sultan
Aba Faris Misa (r 786-8/1384-6). He
started the lineage of the MaghribT Bant
Siida, and for this reason he was known
as al-dakhil (“the one who entered”) or
al-gadim (“the one who came”). Two of his
grandsons, ‘Alf and Abi 1-Qgsim, started
the two main family branches in Fez.

Most gadis and ulama’ who have enjoyed
prestige among the intellectual elites since
the sixteenth century, and virtually until
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(r. 986-1012/1578~1603). In Meknes, the
judiciary (gada’) was shared with another
Jagih (legal scholar) , Abt 1-Qasim Ibn Abt
Nu‘aym (d. 1032/1623). Similarly, after
the death of the renowned scholar in law
(figh) and religious sciences (‘wlim, sing
ilm) Ahmad al-Manjir (d. 995/1587), he
was among the ones who inherited his
chair in Fez. His lessons there may have
been attended by the prestigious Siff
and @lim Abtd 1-Mahisin Yasuf al-Fast
(d. 1013/1604).

2. Abti  ‘Abdallah Muhammad bh.
Muhammadb. Abil-Qasim (d. 1076/ 1666)
was- a grandson of Abi 1-Qzsim and a
gadi and mufli of Fez. One of his disciples
was ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Qadir
al-Fast (d. 1096/1685), author of Ibtihay
al-qulith (“Delight of the hearts”). He died
days before Mawlay Rashid al-‘Alawi (n
1076-82/1666—72) marched into Fez.

3. Abi ‘Abdallah Muhammad al-
Tawidt b. al-Talib (d. 1209/1795) was
possibly the most famous member of the
Bani Suda. With him, the nisba al-Tawiidi
was added to the family name, because
when his mother was pregnant, she fre-
quently visited the tomb of the saint
Abt ‘Abdallzh al-Tawdi (d. 580/1184) in
the cemetery of Bab al-Gisa in Fez. He
wrote a fahrasa (repertoire of the masters
and the works studied) and many com-

our days (Hawwit), are descended from
Abii -Qasim. The task of listing all of
them would be too long and complex;
for this reason, only some of them will be
mentioned here:

1. Abt 1FQasim b. Abi Muhammad
Qasim b. Muhammad b. Abi -Qasim Ibn
Stida al-Murrf al-Gharniati (d. 1004/1596)
was a gadi in several Moroccan cities—
Taza, Azammir, Banti Hasan, Meknés,
and Marrakech—under the rule of the
Sa‘dt sultan Ahmad al-Manstr al-Dhahabi

mentanes and glosses (shwril; sig. sharf),
and he also was a master of other impor-
tant wlamd’ and 3ifis, such as Ibn ‘Ajiba
(d. 1224/1809). During his pilgrimage
to Mecca, he met Muhammad Murtada
al-Zabidi (d. 1205/1791), author of the
Tqj al-‘arils dictionary.

4. Abfl Tsa Muhammad al-Mahdt b.
al-Talib Muhammad b. Muhammad (d.
1294/1877) was a faqth, philologist, and
gadi of Meknés. He wrote several glosses,
a work against the works of Muhammad
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