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Ibn Sa‘d

Muhammad Iban Sa‘'d b. Mant
al-Zuhrt (d. 230/845) is known primar-
ily for his multivolume Kitab al-tabagat
al-kabir (“The large book of generations”),
the earliest extant historical work of the
genre often termed biographical diction-
ary, arranged according to generations
(or “classes™), cataloguing the people who
disseminated the teachings of the prophet
Muhammad. Ibn Sa‘d was born in Basra
around the year 168/784, and travelled to
Baghdad, where he served as the secretary
for the famous historian Muhammad b.
‘Umar al-Waqidr (d. 207/822). He stud-
ied with numerous scholars in Iraq, as he
quotes many reports from jadith scholars,
such as Waki® b. al-Jarrah (d. 197/812),
al-Fadl b. Dukayn (d. 219/834), ‘Affan
b. Muslim (d. 220/835), and ‘Abdallah
b. Muhammad al-Ansari (d. ¢.200/815),
as well as Arab genealogy with Hisham
b. Muhammad al-Kalbt (d. 206/822).
Despite being swept up in the trial, or
inquisition (mifna), of 218/833, instituted
by the ‘Abbasid caliph al-Ma’miin (r. 198-
218/813-33) requiring public affirmation
of the doctrine of the createdness of the
Qur’an, Ibn Sa‘d maintained a positive
_reputation among hadith critics. However,
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his own hadiths are absent from the six
canonical hadith collections, although his
critical evaluations of hadiih narrators are
found in the classical works of validation
and invalidation (aljark wa-l-ta'dil) from
the Seljuq (r 431-590/1040-1194) and
Mamlik (r 648-923/1250-1517) periods.
Ibn Sa‘d died in Baghdad.

Ibn Sa‘d’s primary legacy to Islamic civil-.
isation is his encyclopedic Kitah al-tabagdt
al-kabir, which records the complex pro-
cess by which the prophet Muhammad’s
teachings were disseminated by thousands
of men and women across two and a
half centuries to multiple cities across the
Middle East and North Africa. The mul-
tivolume work was assembled by his Bagh-
dadi students al-Husayn b. Muhammad,
known as Ibn Fahm (d. 289/902), and
al-Harith b. Abr Usama (d. 282/895),
and further refined by Ibn Hayyuwayh (d.
382/992) (Atassi). Al-Khatib al-Baghdadt
(d. 463/1071) appears to have been the
first major scholar to draw regularly on
Ibn Sa‘d’s Kitgh al-fabagdt, and, by the
seventh/thirteenth century, the book was
known in Aleppo, Damascus, and Cairo.
By the Mamluk-era, hadith scholars such
as al-Mizz1 (d. 742/1341) and al-Dhahabt
(d. 748/1348) found it indispensible.

The initial volumes of Kitdh al-fabagat
al-kabir consist of a biography of the
Prophet, including a detailed account of
his campaigns, and the letters he alleg-
edly sent to dignitaries. Ibn Sa‘d drew
upon the maghizi works (descriptions of
military campaigns at which the prophet
Muhammad was present) of his teacher,

‘al-Waqidr, along with those of Aba

Ma'‘shar (d. 170/787), Musa b. “‘Ugba
(d. ¢.141/758), and Muhammad b. Ishaq
(d. 150/767). He also includes brief
descriptions of seventy-two tribal delega-
tions to Muhammad during the last years
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