Ibn Mattawayh

Abt Muhammad al-Hasan b. Ahmad
Ibn Mattawayh (or Mattiya; fl. fifth/
eleventh century) was a Mu'tazili theo-
logian and jurisprudent, who belonged
to the Bahshami branch of the move-
ment, founded by Abt Hashim al-JubbaT
(d. 321/933).

1. LiFe

In his biographical work on Mu‘tazili
scholars, al-Hakim al-Jishumi (d. 494/
1101) mentions Ibn Mattawayh near the
end of his list of the twelfth generation,
comprising the disciples and compan-
ions of the gadi l-qudat ‘Abd al-Jabbar
al-Hamadhani (d. 415/1025) (Sayyid 389).
This suggests that Ibn Mattawayh joined
‘Abd al-Jabbar as a student when the latter
was already advanced in age and that his
discipleship with the gadi [-qudai—which is
confirmed also by his references to ‘Abd
al-Jabbar’s lessons throughout his works—
may have been short. This seems to be
supported by chains of transmission in
which Ibn Mattawayh 1s said to be a stu-
dent of Abt Rashid al-Nmsabard (d. after
415/1024) (Ansari and Schmidtke 2010),

‘Abd al-Jabbar’s successor as head of the
Bahshamiyya, with whom Ibn Mattawayh
apparently continued his studies after
‘Abd al-Jabbar’s death. Almost nothing
else is known about his life. Death dates
of 469/1076 and 468/1075 proposed by
various scholars have no foundation.

2. WoRKs

Ibn Mattawayh’s most influental inde-
pendent work, on natural philosophy, is
al-Tadhkara fi ahkam al-jawahir wa-l-ardd or
al-Tadhkira fi lefif [9m] al-kalam, the most
comprehensive of its kind in the extant
Mu‘tazili literature. It contains a detailed
chapter on substances (jawahir), followed
by one section devoted to physics (al-juz’
wa-furit 1) and another to biology from a
theologians’ point of view (al-fayat). The
section on physics contains discussions of
the annihilation and restoration of sub-
stances (fand’ al-jawdlr wao-i@datuha) and
of atoms and bodies and their proper-
ties, viz., colours, tastes and odours, heat
and cold, pains and pleasures, sounds,
speech, and language (aswai wa-kalam),
spatial states (akwdn), composition (te’lif),
pressure (i‘mad), and dampness and dry-
ﬁess. The section on biology treats in
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MS. MAHDAWI 514. AN ANONYMOUS COMMENTARY
OF IBN MATTAWAYH’S KITAB AL-TADHKIRA

Sabine Schrmidtke

During the fourth/tenth and early fifth/eleventh centuries, Mu‘tazili
kalam Hourished under the ShiT reign of the Biyids in Iraq and west-
ern Persia. The vizier al-Sahib ibn ‘Abbad (d. 385/995) in particular
favoured and promoted Mu‘tazill teachings. In 367/977 he appointed
‘Abd al-Jabbar ibn Ahmad al-Hamadhanr al-Asadabadi as chief judge
(qadi *l-qudat) of Rayy, where the latter taught even after his dismissal
from office in 385/995 untl his death in 415/1025. Representing the
Bahshami school of the Mu‘tazila,! named thus after its founder Abt
Hashim al-Jubba (d. 321/933), Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar became the undis-
puted head of the Mu‘tazila after the death of his teacher Abu ‘Abd
Allah al-Bagiiin 369/979.2 ‘Abd al-Jabbar was commonly recognized as
the most prominent kalam theologian of his time and attracted numer-
ous students, among them Abti Rashid al-Nisabiiri, who became the
leader of the school upon his teacher’s death;® Abtt Muhammad Hasan

! For a detailed account of the Bahshamt school tradition, see M.T. Heemskerk,
Suffering in the Mu‘tazilite Theology. ‘Abd al-Fabbar’s Teaching on Pain and Divine Fustice (Leiden,
2000), pp. 13-71.

2 For a detailed study on the life and work of Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbir, see G.S. Reynolds,
A Muslim Theologian in the Sectarian Miliew. ‘Abd al-Fabbar and the Critique of Christian
Origins (Leiden, 2004).

3"On him, see R.M. Frank, ‘Aba Rashid al-Nwsabaui,” in EI%, Suppl., pp. 31-2.
Of his writings the following have been published: Fi I-tawhid, ed. M.‘A. Abu Rida
(Cairo, 1969); and Masa’l al-khildf bayna ol-basripyin wa’l-baghdadiyyin, ed. M. Ziyada
and R. al-Sayyid (Beirut, 1979). An earlier partial edition of the latter work containing
the first portion on substances and accidents was published by Arthur Biram under
the title Die atomische Substanzenlehre aus dem Buch der Streitfragen zwischen Basrensern und
Bagdadensern (Berlin, 1902), and a free translation of the entire text was produced by
Max Horten {Diz Philosophie des Abu Rashid {Bonn, 1910]).—For the identification of
the text Fi “l-tawhid as being part of NisaburT's Jipadat al-shark (and not of his Diwan
al-ugil as argued by the editor Aba Rida), see R.C. Martin, ‘“The Identification of Two
Mu'tazilite MSS,” 7405 98 (1978), pp. 389-93. See also idem, 4 Mutazilite Treatise on
Prophethood and Miracles, being probably the bab ‘ala *l-nubuwwah ffom the Ziyadat al-sharh
by Abii Rashid al-Nisabiri (Died First Holf of the Fifth Century A.H.). Edited in Arabic with
an English Introduction, Historical and Theological Commentaries, PhD thesis (New
York University, 1975). Daniel Gimaret contested Martin’s identification and suggested
that the Jjpadat as extant in the edition of Abti Rida and in ms: British Library 8613
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Abt Muhammad al-Hasan ibn Ahmad

N ibn Mattawayh
MADDE YAY\MLAND[KTA ;
SONRA GELEN DOKUMAN, 15 o prxres Unknow

PLACE OF BIRTH Unknown
DATE OF DEATH  Unknown, possibly mid 1" century
PLACE OF DEATH Rayy

w howid  VThome3

BIOGRAPHY é ‘

Little is known about Ibn Mattawayh's life, except that he was a student
of ‘Abd al-Jabbar (d. 1025) (q.v.) in Rayy, and disseminated his mas-
ter’s teachings. His position towards the end in lists of "Abd al-Jabbar’s
students suggests he was one of the youngest, but there does not
appear to be ancient support for the date of his death, given as 1075
by Houben in his edition of the Majma’, and as 1076 by ‘Uthman (on
these, see Heemskerk, p. 65, nn. 215 and 216). As Madelung points
out, there is no evidence in his works that he lived into the latter half
of the u' century.

A few works credited to Ibn Mattawyh are known. Among them,
his Kitab al-tadhkira, “The reminder, is concerned with the constitu-
ents of physical matter as part of the finer points of theology, and
his lost Kitab al-kifaya, ‘Sufficiency) advocated the superiority of ‘Ali
over other caliphs, and his sinlessness. Despite this interest in Shi1
concerns, there is no evidence that Ibn Mattawayh belonged to the
Shi‘a.

MAIN SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Primary

Al-Hakim al-Jishumi, Sharh al-‘uyin, in B Sayyid (ed.), Fadl al-i‘tizal
wa-tabagat al-Muy'tazila, Tunis, 1974, p. 389

Ibn al-Murtada, Tabaqat al-Mu'tazila, p. 119

Secondary :
S. Schmidtkeé, An anonymous commentary on Kitab al-Tadhkira by Ibn Mat-
tawayh. Facsimile edition of Mahdavi codex 514 (6th/12th Century),

Tehran, 2006
¢33 -~ 636



356 ' II B 1 Kabi

vermittelt) als aus dem Mugni des Qadi ‘Abdalgabbir oder gar der Origi-
nalquelle, also Ibn ar-Réwandi. Kabi hat die Werke Ibn ar-Réwandi’s ja

noch gut gekannt.

311, 5 = TG VI 206 (Text XXIII 3).

311, 5f = TG VI 224 (Text XXIV 6).

311, 6 £ hat eine Parallele bei A¥ari (= Text XXXV 16 in TG VI 447). Da
die Stelle von Ibn ar-Ré&wandi handelt, kann sie aus dessen K. al-Insan
allenfalls abgeleitet sein; als Autor kommt wiederum zuerst Kabi in Be-

tracht.

311, 7£ = TG VI 383 (Text XXXII 22): Sekundirzitat nach Gassin al-
Kifi, aus Ibn ar-R&wandi? Zugrunde liegen vielleicht dessen Erginzungen
zu den Magaldt des Zurqan (s.o. S. 182 f.).

311, 8—11: emeutes Zitat nach Ibn ar-Réwandi’s K. al-Insan = TG VI

446 £ (Text XXXV 13). .
Es folgen eigene Ausfiihrungen des Qadis, in denen vor allem Gubba’1 und
Abii Hasim behandelt werden.

1.2.3 Zitate bei den Schiilern ‘Abdalgabbirs

Abi Muhammad al-Hasan b. Ahmad Ibn Mattdya (Mattawaih),
Schiiler des Qadi, geht in den doxographischen Einleitungen seines K.
at-Tadkira, das er vermutlich kurz nach dem Tode seines Lehrers, also
um 420/1029, geschrieben hat, ein wenig anders vor.®® Ahnlich wie
spiter Nadwin al-HimyarT zitiert er Ka'bi nur, wenn dieser eine eigene
Meinung zu einem der angeschnittenen Probleme vertrat. Ka®bi wird
* dies in doxographisch ausgerichteten Werken wie den ‘Uyiin al-masa’l
hiufiger getan haben. Es ist also moglich, daB in Tadkira I 302, 9 ff., wo
zuerst Suaib b. Zurira genannt wird”"' und dann auf gleicher Ebene
auch Kabi, der ganze Abschnitt auf den systematischen Teil von dessen
K. al-Magqalat zuriickgeht. Aber natiirlich listet Ibn MattSya an solchen
Stellen manchmal neben Kabi auch andere spite Mu‘taziliten auf, die
mittlerweile der Geschichte angehdrten. Altere Autorititen fiihrt er
dagegen, wie schon ‘Abdalgabbir dies tat, hidufig mit hukiya ‘an ein —
wohl weil es sich nicht mehr lohnte, einer einzigen Quelle den Vorzug
zu geben.”™ Doxographie war fiir ihn Fingst ein Bestandteil theologi-
scher Allgemeinbildung; im iibrigen gab es mittlerweile eine ganze

210 Zu ihm vel. Madelung in EF XII 393a und, davon abhingig, McDermott in
Elran VIII 39: auch Samad Muwahhid in: Da'irat ul-ma%rif- buzurg-i islimi
(GIE) TV 580. Ausfiihilich Heemskerk, Suffering 62 ff.

211 [Jetzt ed. Gimaret I 159, apu. ff]; dazu TG III 62.

212 Vgl. etwa S. 169, 10; 174, 9 usw.

Josef van Ess, Der Eine und das Andere : Beobachtungen an
islamischen haeresiographischen Texten, band I, Berlin: Walter
de Gruyter, 2011, ISAM DN. 239758. ‘
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0218 Ibn Mattawayh, al-Hasan b.
Ahmad
Altadkira fi ahkdam al-gawahir wa-l-
a‘rad / li-AbT Muhammad al-Hasan b.
Ahmad b. Mattawayh ; tahqgiq wa-ta‘iiq
» Daniyal Gimarih. - Al-Qahira : al-Ma‘had
\tal-‘limi al-Faransi li-+-Atar al-Sarqiya bi-
M-Qahira, 2009. - 2 v. (pag. var.) ; 28 cm.
§- (Textes arabes et études islamiques,
¢ ISSN 02574136 ; 45)
Texto en arabe con introducciéon en
francés. - Port. adicional en francés. -
%indices
- ISBN 978-2-7247-0510-2
X 1. Mutaziii-es - Doctrinas 2. Teologia
islamica - Obras anteriores a 1800 I.
Gimaret, Daniel Il. Titulo. lll. Serie.
.- 21:297"10"
ICMA 4-33289 (v. 1) R. 69187
ICMA 4-33290 (v. 2) R. 69187
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16. IBN MATAWAYH, al-Tadbkira JT akkim al-jawakir
wal-a‘réd, édité avec une introduction par Simi Nagr Lotfi
et Faysal Badir ‘On, Préface de Ibr. Madkour, Le Caire,
Daér al-thagifa, 1975, 17 x 23 cm., 662 pages. .

Nous nous sommes étendu longuement ailleurs sur la découverte
du manuscrit du Moghni au Yémen et sur son auteur al-Qadi
‘Abd al-Jabbir (cf. MIDEQ, 4, 1954 pp. 281-3186) . :

Un de ses disciples, al-Hasan b. Matawayh al-Najrani al-mo‘tazili
{(m. 469 H. / 1076) a élaboré un traité intitulé al-Majmi® fi l-mokit bil-
Zaklif, qui a été édité deux fois, d’une fagon indépendante par ‘Omar
‘Azm et le P. Houben. _ » '

Mais Ibn Matawayh sur lequel on n’a gudre que de maigres rensei-
gnementis biographiques a également écrit un traité de kalém que, peut-
&tre pour €viter les foudres antimo‘tazilite, il a intitulé d’une fagon ano-
dine, al- Tadbkira fi ahkam al-jawdhir wal-arad. (On trouve aussi comumie
titre Risdla fi lafif al-kalam). . :

La Mission égyptienne au Yémen repporia trois manuscrits complets
dece livre, les trois provenant dela Maktaba Lmotawakkiliyya ale |
Yamaniyya de la Grande Mosquée de San<d’ (description de ¢es manus-
crits p. 17-20). Cesont ces trois manuscrits qui ont servi de base
aux deux jeunes scholars égyptiens pour Iédition du livre. 'Ces mants-
crits sont indépendants Punde Pautre. Les deux €diteurs signalent -
Pexistence de deux autres monuscrits a Berlin et A ’Ambrosiana, mais
s n’ont pas pu les consulter. Quant ala premidre partie du livre qui
e trouve & la Taymiiriyya, elle est mauvaise ct les éditeurs Pont deartée.

Mous espérons revenir sur cet important ouvrage et en donner une
analyse détaillée.
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anonymous commentary of Ibn Mattawayly's Kitab
al-tadikira. Islamic thought in the Middle Ages:
studies in text, transmission and translation in honour
of Hans Daiber. Ed. Anna Akasoy and Wim Raven.
Leiden & Boston: Brill, 2008, (Islamic Philosophy,
Theology and Science: Texts and Studies, LXXV),
pp.139-162.  {Inck. edition of the Argbic text.
Preserved in Asghar Mahdawi Library in Tehran.]




Shark Nahdj al-balagha. In it he argued at length for

EI2 Suppl.(ing) The Encyclopaedja of Islam Supplement Leiden 1980-, pp
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the Mamliks of the 8th/r4th century, for whom ‘
hunting served as a school for war.
Bibliography: Brockelmann, II, 136, S II,
“167: G. Zoppoth, Muhammad ibn Mangli, ein
dgyptischer Offizier und Schriftsteller des 14. Jhr.,
in WZKM, liii (1957), 288-99; EI* art. BAYZARA;
D. Moller, Studien zur mittelalterlichen arabischen
Falknereiliteratur, Berlin 1965; F. Viré, Abrégé
de cynégétigue d’'Ibn Mangli, annotated tr. (forth-
coming). (F. VIRE)
IBN MATTAWAYH, ABU MUHAMMAD AL-
HasaN B, AuMaD, Mutazili theologian. Virtually
nothing certain is known about his life beyond that
he was a student of Kadi ‘Abd al-Djabbar (d. 415/ -

1025) in Rayy and survived him. His grandfather .

Mattawayh has been erroneously identified, on the |

basis of the title page of Houben’s edition of his :
al-Madima® fi 'l-muhit bi 'l-taklif, as All b. ‘Abd ’
Alldh b. ‘Utba (read ¢Atiyya) b. Mubhammad b.
Ahmad al-Nadjrani, who was rather the scribe of
one of the manuscripts of this book. The death dates
given, without mention of a source, by Houben
(469/1076) and by ‘Abd al-Karim “Uthman (468/1075)
do not appear reliable. There is no evidence in his .
extant works that he survived his teacher for over

half a century. His K. al-Tadhkira was evidently '

composed soon after ‘Abd al-Djabbar’s death, for ‘

none of the latter's students except Abi Muhammad
b. al-Labbad is mentioned in it, while Abd Rashid

al-Naysabiirt (who cannot have survived €¢Abd

al-Dijabbar very long) quotes it in his K. Zivadat |
al-sharh. There is a possibility that he is identical
with, or related to, the Ibn Mattawayh or “Sibt
Mattaya” lampooned by the vizier al-5ahib b.
€Abbad (d. 385/995), ‘Abd al-Djabbir's patron in
Ravy, in some obscene verses, especially since one
of the verses seems to allude to his belonging to the
Mu‘tazila (see al-Tha®alibi, Yatima, iii, 101 f.; Yakit,

Udaba®, 1, 342).

_Ibn Mattawayh generally set forth the doctrine !
of his teacher Abd al-Djabbar, whose K. al-Muhit
bt 'l-taklif, a comprehensive Mu‘tazili theology, he
paraphrased, commented upon and, in a few points,
criticised in his K. al-Madjmu® fi 'l-muhit bi 'l-taRlif
(vol. i edited by J. J. Houben, Beirut 1965, and by
‘Umar al-Savyvid ¢Azmi, Cairo 1965). Also extant
is his K. al-Tadhkira, a work in two volumes on the
nature of substances and accidents (vol. i edited by
Sami Nasr Lutf and Faysal Badiran, Cairo 1975).
A commentary on it by an anonymous author
writing ca. 570/1174-5 is preserved in manuscript
(see S. M. Danishpazhih, in Naskriyya-yi Kitabkhana- |
yi Markazi-yi. Danishgah-i Tikrdn, i [1341/1962], 156
f.). His K. al-Kifdva is quoted in Ibn Abi 'I-Hadid’s

the superior excellence of ‘Ali over Abdi Bakr. Going |
beyond any previous Mu‘tazili position, he affirmed .
the impeccability (%sma) of CAll but maintained, |
against the Imami ShiT doctrine, that impeccability *!
was no prerequisite for the validity of the imamate.
A K. al-Tahkrir by him is quoted in Mahmid b.
al-Malahim?’s K. al-Mu%amad fi usil al-din.
Bibliography: al-Hakim al-Djushami, Sharhk
al-‘uyin, in Fadl al-i%izdl wa-fabakat al-MuStazila,
ed. Fu’dd Sayyid, Tunis 1393/1974, 389; Ibn
al-Murtada, Tabakat al-Muttazila, ed. S. Diwald- !

Wilzer, Wiesbaden 1961, 119; Sezgin, GAS, i, 627; |
€Abd al-Karlm “Uthman, Kdadi 'l-kudat ‘Abd al-
Dijabbar b. Ahmad al-Hamadhani, Beirut 1386/1967,
. 51, (W. MADELUNG)
IBN MIKSAM, MuusAMMAD B. AL-HASAN B.
YA‘x0OB B. aL-Hasan B, AL-HUSAYN B. MUHAMMAD

: al-Istihkak.

B. SULAYMAN B. DAwUD B. ‘UBayDp ALLAH B. Mik-
sAM, ABU BAKR AL-SATTAR AL-MUKRI’ AL-NaAHWI,
who lived from 265/878-9 until 354/965, was one
of the most learned experts in %kird’a [¢.v.]
and also noted for his knowledge of Arabic grammar
as practised in the school of Kiifa. According to
his contemporaries, his only fault was that he, when
teaching the Kur’an, instructed in various readings
(kira’at) which were not agreed upon by the majority
of scholars of his days (sdjma®). Thus, instead of
nadjivyan in X11I, 8o, he read nudjaba’a, which did
not make sense in the context. He tried to justify
his controversial readings with grammatical argu-
ments. This evoked the scorn of other Kur’an
teachers, and the matter was brought to the attention
of the sultan who demanded that he recant. Ibn
Miksam yielded to the pressure, but in other reports
it says that he abided by his readings until his death.
Apparently this caused some concern with the theo-
logians of his dawvs in regard to those ignorant
people who were taken with his teachings and,
subsequently, led astray. The whole episode bears a

. strong resemblance to what happened one vear

later to Ibn Shanabidh (d. 329/939 [q.v.]). Yakit
mentions the titles of eighteen books attributed to
Ibn Miksam, mainly dealing with Kur’an and the
Arabic language, but also including a refutation of
the Mu‘tazila. All of these seem to have been lost.
Bibliography: Noldeke-Schwally, Gesch. des
Qorans, index s.v.; al-Khatib al- Bag__dadl Ta’rikh
Baghdad, ii, 206 ff Yakit, Udaba®, vi, 498-501:
Ibn al-Djazarl, Ghayat al-nihaya, ii, 123 ff.; ITbn
al-Anbarl, Nuzhat al-alibba®, 360-3; Ibn Hadjar,
Lisanal-mizan,iv, 130 f. (G. H. A. Juy~NBoOLL)
DIBN MITHAM, ABu 'L-Hasan CAul B. IsMiTL
B. SHUavB B. MiTHawm (often read as al-Hayvtham)
B. YaHvi ar-TamwmAr (whence the less common
name for him, IsN AL-TAMMAR), AL-AsaDIi
(al-Sabini, according to Ibn Hazm, Fisal, iv, 181),
Imami theologian of the 2nd/8th century.
Mitham was a Companion of the Prophet (lbn
Hadjar, Isiba, no. 8472) who had adopted the
cause of ‘Al b. Abi Talib and had settled at Kiufa,
where his great-grandson was born at an uncertain
date; nor is the date of his death known. Having
left his natal town for Basra, ‘All b. Isma‘il
frequented the great MuStazill scholars of the time,
especially Abu ’'I-Hudhay! and al-Nazzam [g.12.],
with whom he engaged in controversy, but apparently
without great success (cf. al-Khayyat, Intisar,
index, who states that he was under the influence
of the yvoung (ahdath) Muttazilis). Al-Mas‘ddi, in
Muridj, vi, 369 = § 2566, mentions him at the
head of the theologians who took part in a colloquium

; organised by Yahvd b. Khilid b. Barmak on ‘shk

[g.2.], and records (vi, 371 == § 2569) the presence
there of Hisham b. al-Hakam [¢.v.]. The latter,
who died in 179/795-6, is considered as the main
representative of Imami theology in his time, and
Ibn Mitham did not enjoy a parallel fame; but it
is probable that Ibn Mitham was his elder, since he
is cited before him by Ibn al-Nadlm, Fikrist, ed.
Cairo, 249, who states that he was the first to for-
mulate the doctrine of the imimate, and attributes
to him a Kitab al-Imama (called al-Kamil) and a K.
If al-Nawbakhti (Firak al-Shi‘a, 9) is
to be believed, this political docfrine may be summed
up in the following manner: ‘Ali was the most meri-
torious {afdal) after the Prophet, and the community
committed an error in choosing Abt Bakr and ‘Umar,
but did not however fall into sin; on the other hand,
Uthmin was to be rejected (fakfir). For his part,
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EBN MARZOBAN (Marzban), ABO AHMAD
<ABD-AL-RAHMAN. b. ‘AlTb. Marzban Tabib Marzbani
(d. Tostar, Jomada I 396/February-March 1006),
administrative official inder the Buyids.

Ebn al-Qeft1 and Ebn al-Atir, the only two sources
providing scanty information on Ebn Marzobin,
consider him a descendent of a family originally
based in Isfahan. He appears, however, to have spent
most of his life around Baghdad and in Kuzestan.
His grandfather's name indicates that his forebears
had been of Persian origin. Ebn Marzoban received
training in both religious law (Jari‘a) and the sci-
ences (‘elm al-tabi‘a). Under Buyid patronage, this
double qualification must have facilitated his ap-
pointment as judge of Tostar and as a superintendent
of a hospital in Baghdad. It is, however, question-
able whether his work at the hospital, most probably
primarily administrative, was sufficiently concerned
with medicine proper to have earned him the title
tabib (physician) as mentioned by Ebn al-Qefti. He
served at both functions until the end of his life. The
hospital he administered is no doubt the famous
<Azodi bimdrestan founded by ‘Azod-al-Dawla(g.v.)
in 372/982, shortly before his death.

Bibliography: D. M. Dunlop, “Bimaristan. i” in
EPT,pp. 1222-24. Ebn al-Qeft, Ta’rik al-hokamd’,
ed. J. Lippert, Leipzig, 1903, p. 230. Ebn al-Atir,
IX, pp. 134-38. Ebn Kallekan, ed. ‘Abbas, III, p.
281, no 427. Abi Manstr Jawiliql, Ketab al-
mo‘arrab men al-kaldm al-‘ajami ‘ald horif al-
mo°jam, ed. E. Sachau, Leipzig, 1867.

(D. M. DunLopP)

. | MATTAWAYH (Mattiya), ABU
MOHAMMAD HASAN b. Ahmad b. Mattawayh,
Mu‘tazilite theologian of the Basran school, a stu-
dent of Qazi ‘Abd-al-Jabbar (d. 415/1025). Where
Ebn Mattawayh lived and the date of his death are not
known. Wilferd Madelung has established that his
Majmii¢ was written rather soon after ‘Abd-al-J abbar’s
death and that the late date sometimes given for Ebn
Mattawayh’s death as 468/1075 or 469/1076 has no
foundation.

Two works of his survive and are being published:
a complete treatise of Mu‘tazilite theology and a
treatise on the “fine points” of theology. His Kerab
al-majmii‘ fi'l-mohit be’I-raklif is, as D. Gimaret has
shown in his preface to the second volume, an inde-
pendent, explicative, and sometimes critical rewrit-
ing of ‘Abd- al-Jabbar’s al-Mohit fi’l-taklif. The
first of the two parts of Ebn Mattawayh’s al-Tadkera
fi ahkdam al-jawdher wa’l-a‘rdz has been published
(ed. 8. N. Lotf and F. Badir‘in, Cairo, 1975). The
first volume is a treatise on the “physics,” or natural
philosophy, of the Mu‘tazilite world view: sub-
stances, atoms, bodies, their various properties (col-
ors, tastes, odors, sounds, heat and cold, speech and
language), existence and nonexistence, the basic
accidents (akwan), etc.; and on all the auxiliary

matters that form the background and supposition
for arguments in the greater questions of theology:
the eternity and justice of God, creation, the tempo-
rality of the Koran, man’s power, moral responsibil-
ity (taklif), etc. According to the editors of the first
part, the second and final part, fi'l-hayat, which
would be the “biology” of the theologian’s world
view, was being prepared for publication. The
Tadkera might be usefully read in conjunction with
a treatise on the same subject by another disciple of
<Abd al-Jabbar, Aba Rasid Sa‘id b. Mohammad b.
Sa‘id N1§abiri, al-Masa’el fi’ I-kelaf bayn al-Basriyin
wa’l-Bagdadiyin (Beirut, 1979).

Ebn Mattawayh was one of the Mu‘tazilites who
favored ‘Ali b. Abi Tileb (q.v.). Ebn Abi’l-Hadid
cites three times Ebn Mattawayh’s Ketab al-kefaya
(now lost), showing him to hold ‘Alf superior to Abu
Bakr (1, p. 8), and even saying that ‘AlT was protected
from sin and error (ma‘siim) although, contrary to
the Imami position, this was not necessary for his
imamate (VI, pp. 376-77)—ma‘siimiya (protection
from sin) necessarily being a quality of the Prophet
during the time of his mission (VII, p.10).

Bibliography: (For cited works not given in
detail, see “Short References.”) Ebn Abi’l-Hadid,

Sarh Nahj al-baldga, Cairo, 1389/1960. Ebn al-

Mortaza, Tabagat al-Mo‘tazela, Wiesbaden, 1961,

p. 119. Qazi ‘Abd-al-Jabbar, al-Mohit be'l taklif

le'l Qazi ‘Abd-al-Jabbdr, jam‘al-Hasan b. Ahmad

b. Mattawayh, ed. Um-al-Sayyed ‘Azmi, Cairo,

1965. (This edition of vol. I is better than the

edition of the same volume by J. Houben: Ketab

al-majmii fi’l-mohit be’I-taklif le’1-Qazi ‘Abd al-

Jabbar ; 11, ed. D. Gimaret, Beirut, 1981.) Hakem

Jo¥ami, Sarh al-‘oyiin, in Fazl al-e‘tezal, Tunis,

1393/1974,p. 389. W.Madelung, “Ibn Mattawayh,”

inEP,S.,p.393. S. Mowahhed, “Ebn Mattawayh”

in DMBE 1V, p. 580. Sezgin, GAS I, p. 627.

(MARTIN MCDERMOTT)

EBN MESKAWAYH. See MESKAWAYH.
EBN MO‘AWIA. See ‘ABDALLAH B. MO‘AWIA.
EBN MOBARAK. See ‘ABDALLAHB. MOBARAK.
EBN MOHALHEL. See ABU DOLAF YANBU'L.
EBN MOLJAM. See Supplement.

EBN AL-MOQAFFA®, ABO MOHAMMAD ‘ABD-
ALLAHROZBEH b. Dadilya/Dadog (b. Gor, the present
Firtizabad, Fars, ca. 103/721, d. Basra ca. 139/757),
chancery secretary (kdteb) and major Arabic prose
writer. Ebn al-Moqaffa® was of noble Persian stock
and bore the name Rozbeh/Riizbeh before his com-
paratively late conversion to Islam from Mani-
chaeism. He was the son of an Omayyad tax-collec-
tor named Dadiiya, named Mobarak on conversion
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IBN METTEVYH ve
et-TEZKIRE fi AHKAMI'L-CEVAHIR VE'L-A’RAZ
ADLI ESERI UZERINE

Cemalettin ERDEMCI

Abstract

Ibn Metteveyh who is one of the students of Kadi Abdtilcebbar is one of
the important representative of Basra school of Mutezile. Ibn Mettcveyh
has written many articles in the field of Islamic theology. Some of these
articles have been published and some of them has not been published as
yet. However, Ibn Mctteveyh is not adequately recognized in Turkey. In this
study, we tried to discuss Ibn Mettevey and his theological opinions based
on his book entitled “et-tezkire fi ahlcamiil-cevahir ve’l-a'raz".

1. ibn Metteveyh

Ebt Muhammed el-Hasan b. Ahmed b. Metteveyh el-Bahrani olarak kay-
naklarda yer almaktadir. Hayat hakkmda yeterli bilgiye rastlarulmamaktadir.
fbn Metteveyh tizerine ¢aligmalariyla bilinen Said Murad! herhangi bir kaynak
gostermeden onun h. 380 (990) veya 385 (995) yilmda Necranda dogdugu-
nu belirtmistir®. ibnul-Murtaza da onu Mutezilenin on ikinci tabakasmda yer
alan alimler arasinda saymus, fakat bazi eserlerini zikretmenin dismda hayat:
hakkinda herhangi bir bilgiye yer vermemistir.? Mutezili bir alim olup Kadi
Abdtilcebbarn 6grencisi oldugu ve onun gortislerini benimsedigi kaynaklarda
aktarilmaktadir.* Ibnu’l-Murtza'nin on ikinci tabakada kendilerine yer verdigi
alimler Kadi Abdtilcebbar'm égrencileri ve arkadaslarindan olusmaktadir. ibn
Metteveyh'in her biri Mutezile ekolii icerisinde tin yapmis bu kigilerle beraber
yetistigi sdylenebilir.® Ozellikle Kadi Abdiilcebbar'n 6grencilerinden olan Ebu
Resid en-Nisaburi'nin, kitaplarmda ibn Metteveyh'in gbruslerine yer vermesi

Dog. Dr., Yiiziinett Yil Universitesi flahiyat Fakiiltesi Ofretim Uyesi. E-posta: cemerdemci@ya-

hoo.com.

1 Said Murad, “Ibn Metteveyh ve arauhu’l-kelamiyye ve'l-felsefiyye” adh escriyle Ibn Mettevyeh
tzerine miistakil bir cahsma yapmstir.

2 Said Murad, “/bn Metteveyh” mad. DJA, istanbul, 1999, XX, 193

3 Ahmed b. Yahya b. el-Murtaza, Kitabu tabakéti-Mutezile, thk. Susana Driwald-Wilzer, Beyrut,
1960, 119.

4  Said Murad, a.g.m., XX, 193.

5  Ibnu'l-Murtaza'nin Mutezilenin on ikinci tabakasinda kendilerine yer verdigi Kadi Abduleebbar'in

6grencilerinden bazilan sunlardir: Ebu Resid en-Nisabtri, Ebu Muhammed Abdullah b. Lebbad,

Serif el-Murtaza, Ebu'l-Hasan el-Hakini, Ebu’l-Kasim el-Besti, Ebu Muhammed el-Havarzemi,

Ebu Bekir er-Razi, Ebu Hatim er-Razi, Ebu Bekir ed-Dineveri, Ebu’l-Huseyn el-Basri, Bkz. ibn

Murlaza, Tabakatu'l-Mutezile, 114-119.
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