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S : | MUHAMMAD IBN MANGALI LM

‘Muhammad ibn Mangali (or Mangli; the g stands for the Persian kaf) al-Nasiri.
| Chief of the guard of al-Ashraf Sha‘ban (Mamlik sultan 1363-76). Egyptian
N author of books-on’ hunting and horsemanship.

Tis best-known work 1s & treatise on hunting, Ins al-mala bi-wahsh al-falé; he
wrote at least two other books dealing with hunting and equitation in peace and war.

The Ins al-mala is so comprehensive that it is worth while to indicate briefly its
main contents. It begins properly with & discussion of the religious duties of
hunting men, the things which are permitted or forbidden to them. The flesh of a
piece of game recently killed by a lynx, or even by the hunter’s own dogs, may not be
eaten; the eating of it is lawful only if the hunter has killed the animal himself by
cutting its throat. No game killed by means of a blunt instrument may be eaten.
Then the author discusses other duties of sportsmen in general, and especially of
princes, while on the chase or on the way toitor from it; how to use hunting weapons
, (bows of different kinds, lances, stones, clubs, javelins, swords and daggers).
5 Hunting gazelles, lions, elephants, tigers, hyaenas, wolves, boars, cheetahs (how to
catch them alive, domesticate them, and train them for the chase), various kinds of
leopards, lynxes, ahd caracals. The most valuable kind of leopard is the one which
has been trained to hunt in concert with a falcon. Training of hounds, Use of
birdlime (history of that use). On various kinds of hawks (saqr), falcons (baz, pl.
buza), eagles (‘ugdb, pl. ‘ugbén), etc., and their qualities. Males of the hunting
| birds (always weaker than the females). Crows, owls, gumma] (pl. zamamij) =
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~ BN KULLAB — IBN MANGLI

Kur’anic vocabulary), but this eternity must be
directly identical with Him because nothing eternal
exists besides Him. Similarly, His being can in no

way be “not identical” with Him. The character of :

|
|

|

God’s divinity was discussed among Ibn Kullab’s :

followers.

In other theological problems, Ibn Kullab sup-
ported the view of the ashab al-hadith. He believed
in the ru’ya bi'l-absdr, in the final salvation of all
Muslims in spite of their sins, and in a moderate
form of predestination. Man has no immanent capac-
ity of acting (kudra); he only receives it in the
moment of the performance. He may use it for the
contrary of his action, i.e. for sin as well as for
obedience, but-this freedom of choice  does not
influence the salvational status determined by God
from the beginning.

Ibn Kullab’s sifat theory was prepared by earlier
speculations inside and outside the Mu‘tazila,
especially by discussions between Abu '1-Hudhavl
[g.v.] and Hisham b. al-Hakam [¢.z.] and by the
ideas of the early Zaydi theologian Sulayman b.
Diarir al-Rakki (for whom cf. W. Madelung, Der
Iméam al-Qasim ibn Ibrahim, 61 ff.). He was, however,
the first to elaborate them into a coherent system
which corresponded to the tenets of the askab
al-hadith. He also apparently put them on a broader
basis by adding, e.g., a theory of human speech
which worked with the same differentiation between
speech as such and its reproduction through letters
and sounds. He wrote several books, among them a
K. al-Sifat and a refutation of the Mu‘tazila. Only a
small fragment of one of them has been found up to
now (cf. Oriens, xviii-xix [1965-6], 138 f.). Among
his adherents in Baghdad was the mystic al-Harith
al-Muhasibi (died 243/857); in Nizhapir his doctrine
seems to have been supported by al-Husavn b.
al-Fadl al-Badjali, a contemporary who was mainly
known as a commentator of the Kur’an. The orthodox
reaction under al-Mutawakkil and the prohibition
of kaldim in 238/852-3 seriously hampered the ex-
pansion of the school. Theologians who held similar
ideas were attacked by Ahmad b. Hanbal and his
disciples as Lafziyya, people who believed in the
createdness of the pronunciation (lafz), i.e. the
recitation of the Kur’an. But two generations
later, Ibn Kullab’s ideas were renewed by Ahmad b.
¢Abd al-Rahmin al-Kalanisi from Ravy and by his
contemporary al-Ash€ri {died 324/936 [g.v.]). The
Kadi ¢Abd al-Diabbir (died 415/1025) still polemicises
much more against the Kullabiyya than against
al-Ashri, and seems not always to distinguish
sharply between them. But al-Mukaddasl notes
already in ca. 375/985 that the Ashfariyya school
was superseding its predecessor. The last traces of
the school disappear in the 5th/rrth century.

Bibliography: The main information about

Ibn Kullab’s doctrine is found in Ashari’s Makalat

al-Islamiyyin, cf. index s.v. ‘Abd Allah b. Sa‘id,

cf. also Ibn al-Nadim, Fihrist, ed. R. Tadjaddud,

Tehran! 1973, 230, 1. 6ff. These and other

sources are analysed in J. van Ess, Ibn Kullab

und die Mihna, in Oriens xviii-xix (1965-6), 92 ff.

See also M. Allard, Le probléme des attributs divins,

Beirut 1965, 146 ff.; W. M. Watt, The formative

period of Islamic thought, Edinburgh 1973, 286 ff.;

1. E. Peters, Allah’s Commonwealth, New York

1973, index s.v.; H. Daiber, Das theologisch-

philosophische System des Mu‘ammar bn <Abbid

as-Sulami, Beirut 1975, index s.v.; H. A. Wolfson,

The philosophy of the Kalam, Cambridge, Mass.

1976, 248 ff.; J. Peters, God’s created speech, Leiden

1976, index s.v.; RV. \I Frank, Beings a‘nd their
atiributes, Albany 1978, index. (J - van Ess)
IBN MANGLI, MunaMMAD aL-Nasirl,aMam lik

Malik al-Ashraf Sha‘bin ﬁ764-78/1362-2}a.v]),
known as the author of séveral-works-on-the
art of war and of a treatise on hunting.
According to a laconic item of information given
by Ibn Mangli himself, he must have been born in
Cairo at the opening of the 8th/r4th century, between,.,
the years 700 and 705/1300%6. As his arabised name
shows (perhaps originally Mongli), his father was a
Kiptak [¢.z.], who had been brought at a tender age
to the Mamldk training school and recruited to the
corps of the Bahriyya [¢.v.] under Sultan .al-Malik
al-Nasir Nasir al-Din_ Mubammad [¢.v.), who held
three séparate periods of power between 693/1293
and 741/1341; this is the origin of the title of affilia-
tion, al-Nasirl, applied to him. Our author fell
therefore into the class of awlad al-nds [¢g.v.] *sons of
the people of high rank”, which allowed him to
become a member of the sultan’s guard of honour.
After having undergone the wide-ranging military
education of the “‘vouths of good family”, he ended
his long career as a military man, in this same élite
corps, with the high rank of mukaddam (=_colonel

or brigadier?), ensuring him comfort of life and
respect. To his cultural interests, Ibn Mangli added
a deep religious sense, almost asceticism; at the end
of his treatise on hunting, he thanks God for allowing

T not to take a wife, the source of unhappiness. 1t is
Unknown whether his own death preceded or followed
the ignominious end of his master, strangled to death.

Ibn Mangli's works on the art of war and on
military and naval tactics are only known to us
through titles and citations, but his treatise on
hunting, put together in 773/1371-2, is preserved
in a unique manuscript (Paris, B.N., Ar. 2832, ff.
53) called Uns al-mala bi-walsh al-fald “The sociable
contact of the élite people with the wiid beast of the
open desert”. The author did not intend to compile
an original work, but, so he says, conceived the idea
of it as an abridgement {mukhtasar) of the great
encyclopaedia on venery al-Diamhara fi Sulitm al-
bayzara *“‘Compendium on the arts of falconry”
(Escurial, Ar. go3; Istanbul, Aya Sofya 3813;

officer of the guard [see Haixa] of Sultan al-"

Calcutta, Asiatic Soc., Ar. 865 Mg) written in 638/

1240 by the Baghdadi author Abu 'I-Rih ‘Isd b. ‘All

1Y Hassan al-Asadi’ To the basic fabric of al-Asadi’s

work Ibn Mangli was able to add, in addition to the
fruits of his own long experience on the subject,
references to the best authors, such as al-Damiri,
al-Dijahiz, Ibn Kutayba, Ibn Wahshiyva, 1bn Zubhr,
al-Razi and many others. One is grateful to him for
not having conceived of it as an adab [g.v.] work;
his clear, precise and curt style reflects the military
man, whilst certain dialectical expressions show
the contemporary language.

In 1880 one Florian Pharaon, a person of Le-
vantine origin, brought out an edition and trans-
lation, under the title Traité de uvénerie (Paris,
pp. 154 text, 143 tr.), of Ibn Mangli’'s work; but
the manuscript which he used, very lacking and
defective, is not the Paris one. As a result, one
wonders whether this Pharaon knew Arabic and
anything about hunting at all, since the work of the
Mamliik author is so mangled.

As well as the great interest which lbn Mangii's
treatise holds for the devotee of the chase and the
specialist on animals, the historian can glean from
it a host of details on the horses, the style of riding
and the handling of weapons as known amoungst
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