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of Mummies, Poets, and Water Nymphs:
Tracing the Codicological Limits of Tbn
Khurradadhbih’s Geography

Travis Zadeh

“E} texto de Cervantes v el de Menard son verbalmente idénticos, pero el segundo es
casi infinitamente mds rico. (Més ambiguo, dirén sus detractores; pero la ambigiiedad
es una riqueza.)”

Jorge Luis Borges, “Pierre Menard, autor del Quijote,” Sur 56 (May 1939}, 14.

“Veruntamen, quemadmodum in adagio est: quod rion est totaliter notum, non est totaliter
reficiendum. Cognitio enim partis praeferenda est ignorantiae totius.”

Abifi 1-Fida, Chorasmiae et Mawaralnahrae (London, 1650), 4-6.

SCEPTICISM AND AMBIGUITY

The ninth ‘Abbasid caliph, al-Wathiq bi-llzh (& 227-32/842-7), is featured in an episode of
the Muriij al-dhahab, the delightfully meandering encyclopaedia of history and geography
by the famed littérateur AbG l-Hasan al-Mas‘idi (d. 345/956). Here the caliph, while holding
court before an audience of learried doctors, philosophers, and boon companions, inquires
how knowledge of medicine and its principles was derived. In attendance were several
prominent intellectuals, including the physicians Bukhtishi' (d. 256/870) and lbn Masawayh
(d. 243/857), as well as the famed court physician and translator Hunayn b. Ishaq, all of
whom were Nestorian Christians. The assembly commenced with al-Wathig, who is said to
have loathed blindly following tradition (taglid), asking whether this knowledge was acquired
by perception (hiss), through deduction by analogy (qiy@s), or through principles of reason
(awd'l al-‘aql). The conversation immediately turns to experimentation (tajriba). Eventually,
Hunayn steps forward to respond, in magisterial style, with a detailed description of the
anatomy of the human mouth, which digresses seamlessly into 2 discussion of the natural
dispositions differentiating the various regions of the world.*
P g g 8 _;}—"‘_

t Al-Mas'idt, Murdj, §82857, 2862~-6.
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totle, in S. M. Stern, Albert Hourani, and
Vivian Brown (eds.), Islamic philosophy and
the classical tradition (Oxford 1972}, 33749,
737-49; H. G. B. Teule, Ibn al-Khammar,
in David Thomas and Alex Mallet, (eds.),
Christian-Muslim relations. A bibhographical his-
tory, vol. 2, 900-1050 (Leiden 2010), 557-
60; David Twetten, Aristotelian cosmology
and causality in classical Arabic philosophy,
in Damien Janos (ed.), Ideas in molion in
Baghdad and beyond. Philosophical and theologi-
cal exchanges between Christians and Muslims in
the third/ninth and fourth/tenth centuries (Leiden
2016), 312-433; Richard Walzer, New light
on the Arabic translations of Aristotle, Orzens
6 (1953), 91-142, repr., with additions, in
Richard Walzer, Greek into Arabic. Essays on
Islamic philesophy (Oxford and Cambridge
MA 1962), 60-113; John W. Watt, The
strategy of the Baghdad philosophers. The
Aristotelian tradition as a common motif in
Christian and Islamic thought, in J. J. van
Ginkel, H. L. Murre-van den Berg, and
T. M. van Lint (eds.), Redefining Chrstian
identity. Cultural interaction in the Middle Fast
since the 7ise of Islam (Leuven 2005), 151-65;
W. Montgomery Watt, Ebn Kammar, Abu’l-
Kayr Hasan, Elr; Harry Austryn Wolfson,
The philosophy of the kalam (Cambridge MA
1976), 374-82, 392-3; GAL, 1:236; GALS,
378; GAS, 2:322-3; 7:284.

Ovca L. Lizzma

Tbn Khurdadhbih

Abi 1-Qasim ‘Ubaydallah b. ‘Abdallah
(or Ahmad) Ibn Khurdadhbih (or
Khurradadhbih; fl. third/ninth century)
was a high-ranking Persian functionary,
littérateur, and courtier in the ‘Abbasid
administration, most famous for his
administrative geography, Kitab al-masalik
wa-l-mamalk (“The book of routes and
realms”), the earliest Arabic work of its
kind to survive, albeit in an abridged state.

1. NaME
Ibn Khurdadhbih’s biography is incom-
plete. The statement by Hajji Khalifa

01 ez 7019

IBN KHURDADHBIH

(Kadb Celebi, d. 1067/1657) that he died
around 300/913 is pure conjecture (1:278).
Litde is known of Ibn Khurdadbhih’s
birth, his education, or the full extent of
his administrative responsibilities.

The sources also admit complete uncer-
tainty concerning Ibn Khurdadhbih’s full
name. The teknonym (kunya) Abt I-Qasim
is agreed upon, but there are five pri-
mary variants for his genealogy (nasab),
which are not mere transcriptional errors
but the result of confusion over Ibn
Khurdadhbih’s exact relation to the ances-
tral Khurdadhbih. The earliest biographi-
cal report is by Ibn al-Nadim (d. 380/990),
who gives the nasab as: 1) “‘Ubaydallah b.
Ahmad b. Khurdadhbih (Ibn al-Nadim,
1:458, copied by Ibn al-Najjar, 2:11
§269, Yaqut, 4:1573—4 §679, Ibn Hajar,
5:317-8 §5000, and al-Safadi, 19:229
§7446). Ibn al-Najjar (d. 643/1245) also,
however, refers to Ibn Khurdadhbih’s
father as ‘Abdallah (2:12, n. 2). Indeed,
2) ‘Ubaydallah b. ‘Abdallah is consistently
used by the likes of al-Mas‘udr (d. 345/956)
and Abi I-Faraj al-Isfahant (d. 356/967)
and repeated by HajjT Khalifa (al-Mas‘udi,
Tanbh, 75, and Murgj, §9; Hai1 Khalifa,
2:1665; for al-Isfahani, see next para-
graph). This same form is found in the
two primary manuscript recessions of Ibn
Khurdadhbih’s Masalik held in the Oster-
reichische Nationalbibliothek, Vienna (MS
Mixt. 783, fol. 2b) and the Bodleian
Library, Oxford University (MS Hun-
tington 433, fols. 1a-b), respectively. The
Bodleian manuscript, however, records, in
the body of the text, the variant 3) Abu
1-Qasim Muhammad b. Khurdadhbih
(fol. 54a), which is also found in the Leiden
manuscript of Ibn Hawqal’s geography
(Or. 314, title page; Ibn Hawqal, Masahk,
3). This parallels in part Ibn al-Fagth
(4. 289/902), who offers the fourth vari-

[ The Encyclopaedia of Islam Three, 2018/6, 2018 Leiden. ISAM DN. 271381 |
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176 On Fiction and Adab in Medieval Arabic Literature

1. S. Meisami, Structure and Meaning in Medieval Arabic and Persian Poetry (Routledge- 7 % T ( <Ay -
¢ F Q
Curzon: London 2002). 7 SE M @ aj Ol (] A )
Alun Munslow, € Authority and Reality in the Representation of the Past,” in Rethinking IETTRE e
History 1 (1997) 75-87. G L :

A. Noth, The Early Arabic Historical Tradition: A Source-Critical Study, 2nd ed. revised 1 : ' " .
’ : ‘ . 1 Resi Multivalency:
in collaboration with Lawrence Conrad, translated by Michael Bonner (Princeton, 7 Serend pltY, esistance, and Y

NJ: The Darwin Press, 1994). Ibn Khurradadhbih and his
Denise Spellberg, Politics, Gender, and the Islamic Past: The Legacy of ‘A’isha bint Abi ey ~ ~j: 1. =7:
Bakr (New York: Columbia University Press, 1994). Kitab al Masalik wa ! mamahk
al-Tabari, The History of al-Tabari, vol. 30: The ‘Abbasid Caliphate in Equilibrium,
translated by C. E. Bosworth (Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 1989).

al-Tabari, The History of al-Tabari, vol. 31: The War Between Brothers, translated by James E-‘ Montg.ome{’y
Michael Fishbein (Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 1992). (Cambridge University)

Brian Vickers, Iz Defence of Rhetoric (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1989)

In the lecture I wanted to show how a number of ideas that today we consider
false acrually changed the world (sometimes for the better, sometimes for the
worse) and how, in the best instances, false beliefs and discoveries totally with-
out credibility could then lead to the discovery of something true (or at least
something we consider true today). In the field of the sciences, this mechanism is
known as serendipity.

Umberto Eco, Serendipities: Language and Lunacy, 11.}

The final stage of the Pragmatist’s Progress comes when one begins to see one’s

previous peripeties not as stages in the ascent toward Enlightenment, but simply

AN 7~ - - 2 as the contingent results of encounters with various books which happened to

’OA//I//O 7L - /{eﬂﬂéoé/ &ﬂ 7‘/57400 Qad 4%/ 44 /7/”50/‘ ‘/a/ ’4/051'5 fall into one’s hands. This stage is pretty hard to reach, for one is always being

distracted by daydreams: daydreams in which the heroic pragmatist plays a

- - / — Walter Mitty-like role in the immanent teleology of world history. But if the prag-

,Zl /Z/G 7/5//2,. U(//ékféﬂ Q/é/i wﬁi 2P - /77‘2Q 5 ,{; A7 jﬂgﬁ’ ﬁé/ matist can e)slcape from such daydreams, he ofshe will eventually come to lt:)hink

4 * of himself or herself as, like everything else, capable of as many descriptions as

there are purposes to be served. There are as many descriptions as there are uses

to which the pragmatist might be put, by his or her self or by others. This is the

stage in which all descriptions (including one’s self-description as a pragmatist)

are evaluated according to their efficacy as instruments for purposes, rather than
by their fidelity to the object described.

Richard Rorty, “The Pragmatist’s Progress:
Umberto'Eco on Interpretation™.?

What does a third/ninth century work on itineraries, tax duties and terrestrial
regions have to do with one of the two subjects of this volume, the concept-cum-
approach-cum-attitude-cum-social bond of adab? In other words, why havelnot
confined myself to a text which we are more traditionally accustomed to discussing

1 Translated by W. Weaver (London: Orion Books, 2000).
2 In: Philosophy and Social Hope (Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1999), 133-134.
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g e wa-Magig” dans le Kitah al-masalik wa-l-mamalik
73 07 Ly e) d'Ibn Hurdadbih: une feintise réussie. 4rahica:

"' ra b Journal of Arahic and Islamic Studies, 60 v (2013)

P e w;f #1705 602-637.  With abstracts in English & French.
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#5358 ZADEH, Travis. Of mummies, poets, and water

Y Hurdnbrh
- %4 ‘tﬁl

nymphs: tracing the codicologizal limits of Tbn
Khurradadhbih's-geography.  ‘dbbasid studies IV
accasional papers of the School of ‘Abbasid Studies
(Leuven, July 5 - July 9, 2010). Ed. Monique
Bemards. Warminster: Gibb Memorial Trust, 2013,
pp. 8-75.  On Ibn Khwradadhbih's Masalik.
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Remarks on Barbier de

d?;..ion of lbn Khordadbeh [GAL 1,
2251 and on the la

SPRENGER,
‘ nd-tax of the empire of the
| JAS Bengal 3”5; i

Meynard's €

(1866), PP 124-146.
i Khalyfs. Ve

SPRENGER, A. Remarks on Barbier de
Meynard's edition of lbn Khardadbeh [GAL I,
225} and on the land-tax of the empire of the
Khalyfs. JAS Bengal 35 i (1866), pp. 124-146.

C {*ouvrage
ERY, C. Rernarques Sur
Dg%ézzib:hique’ d'lbn Khordagwt’:;gpw[GALC;;‘czegzi
inci & chapitre qui
T DrlnClpalement . Journal asiatique, 6e

J'empire byzantine. | el
série, 7 (1866), pp- 239-277. inArts

A

Vo Moo dan bl

BN KHURRADADHBIH, 'Ubayd Allah ibn 'Abd
z:fllahj Some " original passages [and transia-
lonsi on the early commerce of the Arabs
[GAl.. I, 2257, by A. Sprenger: (1) on the mer-
cantile roads. JAS Bengal 13 (1844), 519-524.

¢
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IBN HURRADADBIH, 'Ubayd Allah *

Muhtar  min Kitab al-lahw wa-l-malihi / 1ji-
Ibn Hurradddbih; nadSara-hu *an nusha yatima
Ignatius 'Abduh Halifa ai-yasti'] .-— Bayridt:
Dar al-Ma3riq, 1968 .-- 71 p.; 24 cm. )

R.28.938
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Der arabische Geograph'lbn—(ihordadbéh [G L
) : AL
I, 225.1 Das Ausland 39 (1866), PP, 325-327i

6. Ibn Khordadhbeh. Kitab al-Masalik wa ’l-Mamalik
(Liber viarum et regnorum). Edidit M. J. b GOEIE.
Editio secunda. (xxiii, 524 [308 Arab. t.] p.)
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3233. Dirasat haula 'bn-Hurradadbih (tuwuffiya ba‘d 289 h)
wa’l-Gaihant (tuwuffiya ba‘d 367 h): gam® wa-iadat tab® /
_ isdar Fu’ad Sazkin. Bi’t-ta‘awun ma‘a Karl Irig-Igirt ... — Repr.

,.of the ed. Rome 1592, — Frankfurt am Main : Institute for the
History of Arabic-Islamic Science at the Johann Wolfgang-
Goethe Univ., 1992 = 1413 h. - 343 S. : Iil. — (Publications of
;hge) Institute of Arabic-Islamic Science : Islamic geography ;
Parallelt.: Studies on Ibn-Hurradddbih (d. after 902) and al-Cai-
hant (d. after 978). — Text teilw. dt., teilw. engl,, teilw. franz.,
teilw. arab. in arab. Schrift 32 A 19536

22906 4205230, 535, 20001 16130

-Hurradadbih, Ubaidallah Ibp-Ahmad: Kitab al-
%v?f%zélil{b:vlal’:{-marn‘lik / “an Ton-Hurradadbih. - Repr. Igf the e(c)lf
Leiden 1889. — Frankfurt am Main : TInstitute for the hlSt[O}giV
Arabic-Islamic Science at the Johann Wolfgang Goethe " v
1992 = 1413 h. —308, 216, XXUI S, - (Blbhqtheca geog ,

Arabicorum ; 6). — (Publications of the Institute f§r the
%ﬁgggl e -Ismnm-ic Isncllrfngtag ?Lﬂarrag | Abw'l-Fara
%nctl‘én?gg I%Se“;‘fgr}m f%arallelsacht.: “Kitab al-Masalik wa 1=

U - K

i ift u. franz.; Anm: lat
mamatik. — Text arab. in arab. Schrift u A s

= \, Lm Mb"m}\ﬂzja?)]

11342 BULGAKOV, P. G. “Ign Khotdadbeh's Book of’
Roads and States.” (in Russian) Palest. Sbornik 3
(66) (1958) 127-36. Two versions have been preserved
since the 9th century.




- IBN HURRADADBIH

Oasim ‘Ubaidallah b. ‘Abdalldh b. Hur-
J i 8) verfate nach der Angabe von Ibn
7, an-Nadim 5. 149) ein K. al-Anwa>. Die V ermutung liegt nahe, dal3
é es dem Verfasser darin um die Behandlung des Themas nach Art
P Fler Philologen ging, da er durch seine weiteren Werke (s. GAS VIII)
~ in .der Traditiqn derselben gestanden zu haben scheint. Ferner
; spricht er nicht selten in seinem Buch der deskriptiven Geographie,
\ dem K. al-M asalik wa-l-mamalik, von Regenverhiltnissen in einzel-
nen Landern (auf entsprechende Ausfithrungen verweist AL-BIrRONI

Der Geograph Abu I-

14565. bb. 38
77\ radadbih (gest. nach 27

%\wﬂ .‘Hwi"'ﬁ:@%%;%&

BENDEFY (Laz10) ;

) TBN KHURDADBAH ( ‘Ubaid Allah)

‘ . e . . -
l%ﬂ"é‘%‘w‘*ﬁ%ﬁz’@w % Szallem tolmacs kuldetese Nagy sandor

: falahoz (Gog o8 Megog fala). [Extracts

- from the works ot‘"anid Allah Tbn

khurdadosh and Mufilammad ibn Muhammad
Hungarian,

0149 | cammini dell'Occidente : il
Mediterraneo tra i secoli IX e X : Ibn
Khurdadhbah al-Muqqadasi, tbn al-Tdrisi, translated into aria
f : : by Lzl
Hawqal / traduzione a cura di ;’iﬁig‘i“’”’ commentary, by 1&z10 |
. . 3 te ) » . B B . ‘ N
Alessandro Vanoli ; presentazione di op. o ) 99 A ?Z“\
Giorgio Vercellin. - 1% ed.. - Padova : Budapest, 1941. 143 J w in seiner Chronologie S, 245).
Coop. Libraria Editrice” “Universita ~dii ) L8
. . - o |
Padova, 2001. - XXXVIil, 107 p. ; 22 A Magyar §storténet Kutfdi, 1. ; 3
cm. - (Medioevo europeo ;2) — >4
Indices . .
ISBN 88-7178-546-0 o z &
1. Viajeros arabes |. Ibn Hurradadbih, q\{) .53:
‘Ubayd Aliah b. ‘Abd Allah. H. Al- : p . o
Mugaddasi, Muhammad b. Ahmad. lil. % A
Ibn Hawgqal, Muhammad b. ‘Ali. V. |
Vanoli, Alessandro V. Titulo. V1. Serie. 1080 HADJ-SADOK, Mahammed. Ibn Khurradadhbih, Ibn L
911 \éﬁ RL’Fi;lqlhbal;I&Imlngdhﬁn?et I?ﬁ Rlll)séih. De;scn'ptiondu | : - - dsge o :
aghreb et de I'Europe au Ille=IXe siécle. Extraits du LLAN, a7. . 565, . '
ICMA 4-53666 R. 59441 L W "Kifab al-Masalik wal-Mamalik", du "Kitzb al-Buldan" / I3 Rmpipn,, SolRIIGEY 00 38 -
\§ et du "Kitab al-A'ldq an-nafisa”. Texte arabe et : : / ‘ 2BAH ('Ubatg Allah) ‘d 50 May
\ traduction frangaise avec un avant-Propos, des notes et - ’ g L nacy 3 bo. M ,_J
1}\»? deux mdlex. Jarts and.;tudie.i;m the historical . / p:;:hf z (Gog of Nagdy o2 Sang L - Ran
: geography and topagraphy of Africa, 111, Collected and - / the L3808 fa) r R
reprinted by Fuat Sezgin ... with Carl Ehirig-Eggert, / 3“1‘dadba;°::; F, ‘Uoata :ll.hfrbbctr 5ts | o~ Hurdaal!)
*Eckhard Neubauer. Frankfurt am Main: Institute for the / ,dt;fd’f"fa tranalat ?j ibn x."uﬁa.m::ad
oxtensiy 2d into g
i Bende ® commant Ungarian,
| pp. 5" 4V by Lzl

History of Arabic-Islamic Science at the Johann
Wolfgang Goethe University, 2009, (Islamic .
Geography, 305), pp.l-lSO.] {Originally published in i

Algiers (1949), xvi+136 pp.

Geographical research continued in the tenth century with geo-

graphers like ibn Khurdadhbih and ibn Ya'qub Ibrahim, who did not, ®swe, Coliq A

however, work in Baghdad. Abu’l-Qasim ibn Khurdadhbih (some- “Xm‘*},%mgwl%‘rw“‘k{““ :
times Khurradadhbih), who was of Persian descent, was chief of posts WP KLQU%“\U«» 5.,
and information at al-Jibal, a city on the Tigris. A close companion =\ 1&gy

of the cultured caliph al-Mu‘tadid (the third and last of the Abbasid

dynasty), ibn Khurdadhbih wrote on wines and cookery and also — ——
prepared an economic and political geography, the Book of Roads and
Provinces. The book’s mathematics were poor, but it organized very
well the vast amount of material it contained. As to ibn Ya‘qub

Budapast, 1941,

IETOWICZ,: Fy
The  term ar—Radiniya in the work of :Ibn Hurdadbeh

Folia or. 11(1969), pp. 163-173

Ibrahim, he was an Hispano-Jewish merchant well known for his
travels throughout the breadth of Europe either on business or in ST
diplomatic missions. He visited Jewish communities, and noted des- 274, b. Hurradadbih, a. I-Qasim ‘Ubaidallah b. ‘Abdallih
criptions given to him of the areas in which they lived, and though 1. al-Masalik wa-l-mamalik (verf. 230-234); wa-yalihi nubad min

K. al-Harag wa-san‘at al-kitaba li-a. 1-Farag Qudama b. Ga‘far/
Michael Jan de Goeje/Nachdr. 0.0., 0] . der Ausgabe Leiden
(RN HVBPA2RTH

little now remains of what he wrote, what there is gives a good
description of the Slav countries and southern Russo-Arabic terri-
SE—— . 1889 (BGA 6)

tories, and is an excellent source of details about contemporary life.

~ibn Hurdazbih

' - 1% ARALIK 1495
Bulgakov, Pavel Giyorghivitch, i B o
elv ik . 127-136).
" Kh dbekha. Paletinsky Sbornik 3 (66, pp- 1 _
fbe Khordache ’ en Ber S0 — ical instruments”,
- Farmer, H.G., "Ihn Khurdadhbih on music _ ’
224 ULGAKOV, P. G “Kni
gosudarstv'’ Ihn Khordidbe
stinsky sbornik 3 (66, 1958) p

“Kniga Putei i gosudarstv
aCAn JRAS, 1928: 509-18.
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6265. Arabic classical accounts of India and China / transl.\
from original Arabic with commentaries by S. Magbul Ah-
. mad. - 1. publ. - Shimla : Indian Inst. of Advanced Study
Ernth: Book one: AT-Masilik wel-mamalik: roads and ki W '

nth.: Book one: Al-Masalik wa’l-mamalik: roads and king- | : e
doms / by Tbn Khurdadadhbih [Einheitssacht.: Kitab al- | A‘V\c—lft"é— ext | dL L
) Masalik wa’l-mamalik (engl.)]. Book two: Akhbar al-s?né : /\_&\éu\ja»« b\{,ﬁ:ﬁ
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[

REMARQUES
SUR L'OUVRAGE GEOGRAPHIQUE D'IBN KHORDADBEH
ET PRINCIPALEMENT ’ '

SUR LE CHAPITRE QUI CONCERNE L'EMPI\I\E BYZANTIN ,

B

PAR M. C. DEFREMERY.

Les amis de la littératare arabe et ceux de fa
géographie ont applaudi & la publication, dans ce
recueil, du Livre des routes et des provinces, par Ibn
Khordadbch, En leur donnant le texte de ce trés an-
cien traité de géographie arabe et en le faisant suivre
d’une traduction et de notes nombreuses, M. Bar-
bier de Meynard s'est acquis de nouveaux droits a
leur reconnaissance. 1l faut le féliciter hautement
de ne s'étre pas laissé arréter par I'état de mutila-
tion, de désordre et d’extréme incorrection dans le-
quel I'ouvrage d'Ibn Khordadheh nous est parvenu.
Dans un grand nombre de cas 1'éditeur a pu remé-
dier & ce défaut, grace 4 la comparaison de plusieurs
autres ouvrages du méime genre, dont les auteurs pour
la plupart ont en sous les yeux le travail d'Ibn Khor-
dadbeh ,oul'ont méme copié textucllement. On pour--
rait toutefois regretter qu'il n'ait pas usé plus largement

-~ de ce moyen de ¢ontrdle, si I'on ne savait combien

5.728.29)
\R66 (par fé:)



FOL1A ORIENTALIA

TOME Xfﬁsﬁﬂb‘?mif}g 1969 &2 o RAhe womd -

FRANCISZEK KMIETOWICZ

THE TERM AR-RADANIYA IN THE WORK OF
’ IBN HURDADBEH

Ibn Hurdddbeh in his work Kitab al-masdlik wa’l-mamalik
inserts a long and detailed description of the commercial activities
of Jewish merchants called by him ar-Radaniya (€131 )1)1. The
origin and the meaning of this name is not very clear and, in
spite of several attempts has not been, as yvet, explained in
a convinecing manner.

R. Dozy advanced the supposition, probably based on the
lection contained in the work of Ibn al-Fakih: ar-Rahdaniya
(€hasi 1) 2 that this name comes from the presumably Persian
term rahdan (ol 22!, — olse15) ,he who knows the roads®, ,guide® 3,
not noticed however by the known Dictionaries of the Persian lan-

b Hatab al-masalik wa’l-mamalik auctore Abw'l-Kéasim Obaidallah
whn Abdallah Ion Khordadhbeh, ed. de Goeje, Bibliotheca Geographorum
Arabicorum, vol. VI, Lugduni Batavorum 1889, p. 153, 1. 9 — p. 155,
. 6, see also T. Tjeu icki, Zrédta arabskie do dzwgou S%owmwszcz@ Zny,
vol. I, Wroctaw-——Krakdw 1956, pp. 74—77.

z Compefndwm libri Kitab al boldan auctore Ibn al-Fagih al-Ha-

madhdni, ed. de Goeje, BGA, vol. V, p. 270, 1. 15; Lewicki, op. ¢it.
vol. H/l 1969, p. 28.
. %R Doyy, Supplément aux dictionnaires arabes, vol. I, (15t ed.
Leyde 1881), 2nd ed. Leiden—Paris 1927, p. 562: ,,gmde“ Dozy's
suggestion wag followed by some other resea;mh workers — A. Kunik;
V. Rozen, Izvestiye al-Bekri i drugikh aviorov o Rusi i Slavyanakh,
vol. IT, St. Petersburg 1903, p. 142: ,znakomye s put’ami®; J. Mar-
quart, Osteuropdische und ostasiatische Streifziige, Leipzig 1903, Pp. 24,
350: ,die wegkundigen®; Lewicki, op. cit., vol. I, p. 119 and voI..
1T/1, p. 77: ,przewodnik® (guide).

11%
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Ibn Khurdadhbih on Musical Instruments
By HENRY GEORCGIE FARM DY TR} X
ABCL-Qasin UsamannXn [ sy Aupartan) 18y Kuvspy i
[e. 820-012). And [his grandfather) Khardidibih was a Magian who
turned Muslim at the persuasion of the Barmakids, A ha'l-Qiasim Lecame
Dircctor of the Posts and the Tnteligenee Department in the Provines
of “Irivg "Afumi (Al-Jubul), And he wus* boon compindon " of Al Mu'taaid
and was intimate with him. Awd his books wc: O Liberal Education
i Music; T'he (lenerality of the Uenealogies of the Persiuns wil the [ rah)
Tomvigrants ;. The Routes and Kingdoms : On Cookery ; On Entertuin-
ument and Musical Instrioments ; On Wine; Ow Setting Sturs; and
Ou Boon Companions und Associates.” —AL-FII it IST (a0, 98%), p. 144,

N an article written in 1926 on Byzantine Musical
Tustruments in the Ninth Century ™' [ wmentioned that

one of the carliest extant accounts in Arabic of the musical
instruments of the Arabs and their neighbours is contained
i an  oration  delivered by Ibn Khurdadhbih before
ALMu‘tamid - (870-93).  The  narration appears  in the
CMuriy al-dhahab of Al-Mas‘adi (. ¢ 956).  Both of these
writers were competent, to some extent, to deal withh the
question in its general aspect, and for that reason the recital
has an added interest.  Thie Khurdadhbih had been taught
music by the fumous Ishiq al-Mausili (T67-850), who was
his futher’s personal friend. By his hooks,? and by other
means,® some historical details of music awd musicians were
preserved, and they have been eited by later writers.  Sone
of this information has, however, heen challenged more than
once by the author of the Kitah al-aghini, who censures
Ibn Khardadhbih for his mere conjectures, and for malking
statements without suflicient aunthority.*  Yet it may be
presumed  that the details given by Al-Mas‘idi on the
authority of lbn Khurdadhbil may be trusted. The former,
who had the highest opinion of the latter,® would scarcely

LJRAS. 1925, po 299 et seq.

Al dghant, i, 19; v, 3; vi, 165 viii, 13, 119, 162, .

3 Al-Aghani, ix, 68; xix, 133; xxi, M40, For details vee Bibliothera
Geographorum Arabicorum, vi, Préface.

¢ It is ondy fair (o say that Iban Khurdadhibih s sometimes gquoted at’
T second hand in this work.

5 Al-Mus'tdi, Pruairies d'or, 1, 13,

BN KHURDADHBLL ON MUSICAL INSTRUMBENTS Ol

to a MS. in the Berlin Staatshibliothele in which there is
a fragment on musical instruments ohviously  based  on
Ibn Khurdidhibih. 'I'his M. (Pm. 173, fol. 1)1 although
somewhat late copy (a.p. 1688), deserves attention on account
of its variants from the MSS. used by Buarbier de Meynard.
For that reason 1 subwmit a translation of jt:—

“And it s suid that the ficst to invent the ‘g4 (Iute)
was Lamale ibn Mataighalal © 0 5 Then alter that there
were invented the febal (drams sing. fabl) and the duf]
(tambourine). . And Dalil bint Lamak made the ma'dzif
(instraments  with openc strings s sing. mi‘zaf, ' zafu,
‘azf).  Then the people of Litt (Sodom and Gomorrah)
invented the tanabir (pundores s sing. funbiir) to charn
the youth. Then the shepherd-folk and the Kurds invented
different. sorts [of wstraments| to pipe (it, © whistle,”
safura) with, and when their cattle were dispersed they
piped and they gathered together,  Then the Persians
mvented the diyanay (? double reed-pipe) to [accompany]
the ‘“@d ; and the surydnd (reed-pipe, flute, flageolet) to
[recompany | the tabl; wid the fabar (single-headed drumy
to [accompany] the sanj (harp). .

“And the mathng [string of the ‘ad] was double the
ply of the zir [string}; and the wathtath {string] was
triple the ply of the zir string |5 and the banon [string|
was quadruple the ply of the zir [string).

“And the music (ylind@) of the Persiuns was with Gdin
(lutes ; sing. ‘ad) and suni) (havps; sing, sunj). Al
they had music (hind@’), notes (nayham), and rhything
(aat). And the music of the pcol-;l:: of Khurdsin aud
! Ahlwardt, Verzcichnis, No. 8502,

2 The text has Malik instead of Lawmal, and Mat@izhadah, the same as
Abt’-Fidi’, Barbier de Meynnrd has Matii<halulh, :
* Here follow details of the invention of the lute.
¢ Aa tho trunslation is not quite literal T give the text :
WAl (boxt L 5301) 0 G5y s iy ol e AN e
23 o5 Sl o
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mann, Textkritische Bemerkungen zu Al Baladhuri's Ansab al-asrdf in: ZDMG
91/1937/373-375; Olga Pinto, G. Levi della Vida, Il Califfo Moawiya I secondo
il kitab Ansab al-asraf, Rom 1938; Fr. Gabrieli, La rivolta dei Muhallabiti nel
‘Iraq e il nuovo Baladuri in: Reale Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei (Roma),
Rendiconti della Classe di Scienze morali, storiche e filologiche, ser. VI, 14/
1938/199-236; M. Hamidullah, Le "Livre des Généalogies" d'al-Baladuriy
in: Bulletin d'Etudes Orientales (Damaskus) 14/1952-1954/197-211; M. Brav-
mann, On reading al-Baladuri's Ansab al-asraf. A Contribution to Arabic
Lexicographyin: Der Islam 42/1966/58-70, 238-258; M. Murényi, Al-Baladuri's
Ansab al-asraf und das K. al-‘Uyin wa-l-hadd’iq fi ahbar al-haga’iq (Bd.
T in: ZDMG 129/1979/98-101; Kh. Athamina, The Sources of al-Baladhuri's
Ansab al-ashrafin: Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam (Jerusalem) 5/1984/
237-262; M. Hamadi, Mawarid al-Balddur? ‘an al-usra al-umawiya fi "Ansab
al-asraf", 2 Bde., Mekka 1986.

Huoedo Wil

IBN HURRADADBIH

Abu 1-Qasim ‘Ubaidalldh b. Ahmad' b. Hurradadbih, Lexikograph
(s. GAS VII, 348), Literat, Historiker, Musiktheoretiker und Geograph,
wurde anscheinend am Anfang des 3./9. Jahrhunderts in Bagdad geboren.
Durch sein literarisches und musikalisches Talent stand er mit dem
abbasidischen Hof in Verbindung und bekleidete das Amt eines hohen -
Postbeamten unter der Herrschaft von al-Mu‘tamid (reg. 256/870-279/
892). Er scheint kurz nach dessen Regierung gestorben zu sein.

Sein K. al-Masalik wa-l-mamalik ist das dlteste uns erhaltene arabische
Werk der Landergeographie. Obwohl die Handschriften allem Anschein
nach nur eine kiirzere Fassung darstellen, bildet das Werk ein un-
schitzbares Dokument fiir die Frithgeschichte der arabischen Geogra-
phie deskriptiver Richtung. Nachdem das Buch auf Grund eines erhal-
tenen Oxforder Auszuges von Barbier de Meynard 1865 und dann, auf
Grund einer spéter entdeckten besseren und gréBeren Handschrift von
M. J. de Goeje 1889 ediert und ins Franzosische iibersetzt worden war,
griff die modeme Forschung ofter auf die darin enthaltenen Angaben
fiir die Darstellung der Geschichte der arabischen Geographie zuriick.
Eine niitzliche Beschreibung verdanken wir Julius Ruska:*

! Nicht ‘Abdallah (wie in GAS VII, 348).

2 Zur geographischen Literatur im islamischen Kulturbereich in: Geographische
Zeitschrift (Wiesbaden) 33/1927/519-528, 589-599, hier S. 525ff. (Nachdruck in: /s-
lamic Geography Bd. 28, S. 309-329, bes. S. 315f1.).

FUAT SEZGIN, GESCHICHTE DES ARABICSHEN SCHRIFTTUM
(GAS), BAND, XV/2, FRANKFURT 2010. ISAM DN. 192580

156 GESAMTGEOGRAPHIE — LANDERGEOGRAPHIE

"Eingeleitet ist das Buch durch ein paar allgemeine Bemerkungen
iiber die Erdkugel und das ‘bewohnte Viertel' nebst Angabe der Qibla
fiir die verschiedenen Linder, dies allerdings in einer héichst rohen
Form, indem die Ecke der Ka‘ba angegeben wird, nach der sich der
Betende richten soll. Dann beginnt der Hauptteil des Buches mit einer
Aufzihlung der Provinzen und Kreise des Sawad, d.i. des unteren
Mesopotamiens, und einer Steuerstatistik nebst Geschichte des persi-
schen Steuerwesens ..."

"Nach dem Sawad zihlt Ibn Khordadhbih die Distrikte des persischen
Hochlandes auf und gibt die Reiserouten zwischen allen gréBeren
Stiidten Persiens, gelegentlich unter Anfithrung eines Verses, durch
den die genannte Stadt gefeiert wird. Dazwischen folgen neue Steuer-
listen, insbesondere von Khorisan und Transoxanien, und eine merk-
wiirdige Liste der Titel der Stadtherren in jenen Gebieten, die wohl auf
die sasanische Zeit zuriickgeht."

"Zum erstenmal wird die trockene Statistik unterbrochen, wo Ibn
Khordadhbih den Seeweg nach Indien beschreibt. Hier stiitzt er sich
eben auf ganz andere Quellen, auf die miindlichen Berichte der Kaufleute
und Schiffskapitine. Da es der ilteste derartige Bericht in arabischer
Sprache ist, will ich ihn in einiger Vollstindigkeit mitteilen: ‘Von
Basra nach Abbadan sind es 12 Farsach, dann zu dem Pfahlwerk, das
ist der Platz, wo man sich einschifft, 2 Farsach. Die Kiiste rechts
gehort zu Arabien, die links zu Persien; der zwischen den Kiisten
liegende Meeresarm hat 70 Farsach Breite, seine Tiefe ist 70-80 Ellen.
Vom Pfahlwerk nach Bahrain sind es 70 Farsach. Die Bewohner von
Bahrain sind Seerduber; sie haben keine Saatfelder, aber Palmen und
Kamele. Von da zum Strudel sind es 150 Farsach, dann nach ‘Oman
50, nach a3-Sihr 200, nach ‘Aden 100 Farsach. ‘Aden ist einer der
wichtigsten Seehifen. Es gibt dort weder Getreidefelder noch Herden,
aber Ambra, Aloe, Moschus und alle Waren von Sind, Hind, China,
Zang (Ost-Afrika), Habesch, Faris, Basra, Dschidda und Qulzum (d.i.
das alte Klysma). Das grofie Ostmeer liefert ausgezeichnete Ambra. Es
gibt grofie Fische darin, die 100-200 Ellen lang werden. Die Secleute
fiirchten sich gar sehr vor ihnen und schlagen Bretter gegeneinander,
um durch das Gedrohn die Fische zu vertreiben. Es gibt in diesem
Meer fliegende Fische mit Eulenkopfen, eine Elle lang, und einen
Fisch von 20 Ellen Linge, der in seinem Bauch einen anderen Fisch
hat und so weiter, vier Fische in einander, Dann gibt es Seeschildkréten,
manche von 20 Ellen im Umkreis, die tausend Eier im Leib haben und
deren Panzer ausgezeichnetes Schildpatt liefert ..."

FUAT SEZGIN, GESCHICHTE DES ARABICSHEN SCHRIFTTUM
(GAS), BAND, XV/2, FRANKFURT 2010. ISAM DN. 192580
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anbd’ fi tabaqat al-atebba’, Beirut, 1955-56, pp.
322 f. Ebn al-Qefti, Ta’rik al-hokama’, ed. J.
Lippert, Leipzig, 1903, p. 115 (s.v. Hasanb. Sovar).
G. Graf, Geschichte der christlichen arabischen
Literatur, Vatican City, 1947, II, pp. 156 f. B.
Lewin, “L’ideal antique du philosophe arabe; un
traité d’éthique du philosophe Baghdadien Ibn
Suwar,” Lychnos, 1945, no. 5. M. Meyerhof, “Von
Alexandrien nach Bagdad,” SPAW, phil.-hist. KI.,
1930, pp. 389-429, esp. p. 421, using the Berlin and
Leiden manuscripts of Abi Zayd Bayhaqi, Tattema
sewadn al-hekma. N. Rescher, Studies in the His-
tory of Arabic Logic, Pittsburgh, 1963, p. 57. Idem,
The Development of Arabic Logic,Pittsburgh, 1964,

pp. 140 1. S.J. Sajjadi, “Ebn-e Kammar” in DMBE -

IIT, pp. 463-65. Sezgin, GASIII, pp. 322-23. S. M.
Stern, “Ibn al-Samh,” JRAS, 1956, pp. 31-44, esp.
pp- 31£,40. R. Walzer, “New Light on the Arabic
Translations of Aristotle,” Oriens 6, 1953, pp. 91
ff.; repr. with additions in Walzer, Greek into
Arabic, Oxford, 1962, pp. 60-113.

(W. MONTGOMERY WATT)

EBN KAQAN. See Supplement.
EBN KAQAN, FATH. See FATH B. KAQAN.

EBN KARMIL, military commander of the
Ghurids, and connected, according to Juzjani, with
the district of Gorzevan on the headwaters of the
Morgab in the province of Giizgan in northern Af-
ghanistan.

He is first heard of as a prominent commander of
the Ghurid raids into India. He was made governor
of Sialkot in the northern Panjab after the conquest
of the town by Mo‘ezz-al-Din Mohammad in 581/
1185-86; in 590/1194 he and Qotb-al-Din Aybak
were joint leaders of araid through the Ganges plain
in which the Raja of Benares was defeated. When
Mo‘ezz-al-Din invaded K'drazm in 601/1204, he
was commander of the van at the disaster of Andkiiy
(q.v.), but subsequently withdrew with his 5,000
personal troops. The latter part of his career found
him as governor in Herat and Talaqan, where he
endeavored in the period of Ghurid decline, follow-
ing Mo‘ezz-al-Din’s death in 602/1206, to preserve
what was virtually an autonomous principality in
northwest Afghanistan against his Ghurid suzerains,
on the one side, and the mounting pressure of the
KYdrazmsahs, on the other. When the K*arazm3ah
‘Ala’-al-Din Mohammad appeared before Herat in
605/1208, Ebn Karmil submitted; but when the sul-
tan became embroiled with the Qara Ketay in Trans-
oxania, he re-opened negotiations with the Ghurid
Giat-al-Din Mahmid b. Giat-al-Din Mohammad.
The sultan nevertheless sent an army against his
unreliable vassal, but it was defeated. However, the
KYarazm8ih in his turn had come to mistrust Ebn
Karmil; he was accordingly removed from Herat,

jailed in Qohestan, and soon afterwards killed.
Bibliography: (For cited works not given in
detail, see “Short References.”) Juzjani, Tabagat,
tr. Raverty, pp. 258-59, 264, 433, Scattered refer-
ences are to be found in the sections on Ghurid
history in Ebn-al-Atir; for the general background
see C. E. Bosworth in Camb. Hist. Iran V, pp. 162

ff. ; idem,* Ghirids” in EI2 11, pp. 1099-104.

(C. Epmunp BoswORTH)

EBN KAZEM. Sce ‘ABDALLAH B. KAZEM.
EBN KAZEN DINAVARI. See Supplement.

BN KORDADBEH (or Korradadbeh), ABU’L-
QASEM ‘OBAYD-ALLAH-b. ‘Abd-Allah (fl. 3rd/9th cen-
tury), author of the earliest surviving Arabic book of
administrative geography. He was not, apparently,
the first geographer to write in Arabic, but he is the
first whose book has survived in anything like its
original form. His grandfather Korradadbeh was a
Zoroastrian who converted to Islam at the urging of
the Barmakids (q.v.). His father ‘Abd-Allah was by
201/816-17 al-Ma’miin’s governor in Tabarestan,
where he campaigned in the mountains and dis-
lodged the local ruler Sahriar b. Sarvin (Tabari, III,
pp. 1014-15; tr. XXXII, p. 64; cf. Rabino, p. 262).
His son seems to have been born in Khorasan but
grew up in Baghdad, receiving there the cultured
education of an adib and studying music with his
father’s friend, the celebrated singer Eshag Mawsell
(q.v.), who kindled in him a lifelong interest in
music. On reaching maturity, he became director of
the caliphal barid (q.v.) or postal and intelligence
service in Jebal, and then in Samarrd’ and Baghdad.
It was obviously the experience gained here which
he utilized for his road-book, the Ketab al-masalek
wa’l-mamdlek, put together in its first version when
he was at Samarra’ in ca. 232/846. Much of his later
life was spent as the boon-companion (radim) of the
caliphs, and Mas‘Gdi (Morij VIII, pp. 88-100; ed.
Pellat, V, pp. 125-31) describes how he gave the
caliph al-Mo‘tamed a lengthy exposition of the lute
(‘iid) and its development, for which he received a
robe of honor.

The Fehrest (ed. Tajaddod, p. 165, tr. Dodge, p.
326) lists eight works of his: geography (Ketab al -
masdlek) and books on the etiquette of listening to
music (Adab al-sama‘), on the genealogy of the
Persians and of “deported and transplanted peoples”
(Ketab jamharat ansdb al-fors wa’l-nawagel), on
cooking (Ketab al-tabik), on drinks (Ketab al-sarab),
on music and musical instruments (Ketdb al-lahw
wa'l-malahi, ed. 1. A. Khalifa, Beirut, 1964), on the
risings and settings of the stars (Ketab al-anwa’),
and on boon companions (Ketdb al nodamd’ wa’l
Jjolasd?). Mas‘idi (Moriij; ed. Pellat, I, p. 14) and
Ta‘dlebi (Gorar, p. 130) also mention his Ketab al-
kabir fi’l-ta’rik, which Mas‘tidi praises for its careful
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copy was made by one of the author’s disciples,
probably during the author’s life-time. It consists
of g7 folios, written in a fine hand between kifi and
naskh. Age and mishandling have made it very
difficult to read. It contains the biographies of
approximately 3375 men and women who were
cited as authorities for Islamic traditions during the
first 236 years of Islam: It is divided into two unequal
parts, a very large one devoted to the men and a
smaller to the women.

1bn Khayyat composed his book in a different
way from his contemporary and fellow-citizen Ibn
Sa‘d. He begins by enumerating the men who were
authorities in tradition and lived in Medina, commen-
cing with the Prophet, then the members of Kuraysh,
group by group according to their pedigree and their
relation to the Prophet; then the members of the
other Arab tribes. He then takes the Muslim cities
and centres and deals with them in a similar manner.
The author’s biographical accounts are very brief .
but the significance of the book lies in the fact of its
completeness and the close attention which the
author pays to genealogy: he enumerates every Arab
tribe, group and family who had migrated at the
rise of Islam and names their place of settlement.
Such information is most valuable for the study of
the Islamic movement, the great Arab migration of
the 1st/7th century and the history of the Umayyad
Caliphate, because of the vital role played by the
tribes under this dynasty. The book is of at least
equal importance for the study of Islamic dogma
culture and society. )

Both texts were edited, independently, by Suhayl
Zakkar {Damascus 1967) and by Akram al ‘Umari
(Baghdad 1967).

Bibliography: Ibn Sa‘d, Tabakdt, vii, Beirut
1957, 289; al-Bukhari, al-Ta’rikh al-kabir, Hayda-
rabad 1360-78, 644; Ibn Abi Hatim al-Razi,
al-Diark wa 'l-ta“dil, Haydaribad 1360-73, if2, 378;
Fihrist, 232; Ibn Khallikin, Wafaydt al-atyan, i,
172; lbn ‘Adi, al-Kamil, MS Zahiriyya, Damas-
cus, fol. 123; Ibn Hadiar, Tahdhib al-Tahdhib,
Haydarabad r32s5-7, iii, 160-1; Dhahabi, Huffaz,
Haydardbad 1375-7, 436, 945, 973, 1405; Siyar
a‘lam al-nubala®, MS Istanbul, Ahmed 111, viii, -
fols. 126-7; Ibn Taghribirdi, Cairo, ii, 303; Ibn
al-‘Imad, Shadharat, ii, 94. (S. ZAKKAR)

(O I1BN KHAZIM [see “ABD ALLAH B. gizm]
XIBN KHURRADADHBIH, Aru ’'r-Kisim
'UBayDp ALLAH B. “ABD ALLAH (var. ABMAD), s one of
theearliest geographical writersin Arabicwhose
writings have survived more or less in their original
form. His biography did not interest early authors.
Only al-Mas‘@di, Ibn al-Nadim and al-Isfahani, all
of the 4th/ioth century, provided some brief parti-
culars concerning his work. His grandfather's Iranian
name was transliterated Kh.r.di.dh.b.h. and read
both as Khurdadhbih, “‘excellent gift of the sun’,
and Kburradidhbih, “created by the excellent sun’.
Originally a Zoroastrian, he embraced Islam in order,
it is said, to please a member of the powerful Iranian
family of the Barimika [g.v.] viziers, probably
Yahya b. Khalid [g.v.].

Of his father, it is known only that in 201/816,
during the caliphate of al-Ma’miin, he was governor
of Tabaristan and that he succeeded in bringing
certain districts of Daylam {g.v.] into submission.

He himself seems to have been born in Khurasan;
as to the dates of his birth and death there is some
disagreemnent: the vears 205/820 and 211/825 have
been suggested for the former and 300/g1x for the
latter. He grew up apparently in I3aghdad, in ease

and comfort, and received an excellent literary
and artistic education from teachers of the standing
of Ishak al-Mawsili [¢.v.]. He is said to have had a
marked propensity for knowledge and study.

When he reached manhood, his principal career
was at first as Director of Posts and Intelligence
(sahib al-barid wa 'l-khabar) in the province of
Ditbal [g.v.], subsequently being promoted to the
office of director-general of the same department in
Baghdad and later in Samarra. In this capacity he
had access to the caliph al-Mu‘tamid and soon became
his familiar and friend, taking part in his diversions
and sharing his taste for entertainment, secular
literature and the arts.

This turn of mind, his Iranian origins and the
requirements of his professional career are all re-
flected in his literary works. A list of them, apparently
incomplete, is given by Ibn al-Nadim, according to
whom he wrote the following works: 1. 4dab al-sama®
{correct behaviour when listening to singing and
music); 2. Kiab al-Tabikk (on the culinary art); 3.
Kutab al-Shardb (on drinking); 4. Kitab al-Nudama®
wa'l-diulasa®> {on boon-companions and fellow
revellers); 5. Kildab al-Anwa’ [g.v.). None of these
five works has survived. 6. Kitgb al-Lahw wa'l-

- malahi, edited from the unique manuscript by I. A.

Khalifé- (Beirut 1964); it is presumably to this
work that al-Maarrl [g.v.] is alluding in his
Risalat al-Ghufran when he speaks of the “classes
of singers” (tabakat al-mughannin). In this book he
treats of music and musicians, borrowing the basic

_technical vocabulary from Persian and giving alleg-

edly historical information (which al-Isfahani con-
sidered to be unacceptable). Al-Mas®idi reproduces
five pages from the text of a .dissertation on the
same subject given by Ibn Khurradiadhbih in the
presence of the caliph al-Muftamid. These have
been edited by al-Azzawi under the title K. al-Lahw
wa'l-malihi. De Goeje translated this title as “Le
livre du jeu et des instruments de musique” (The
book of playing and of ‘musical instruments). 7.
Kitib Diamharat (var. Djumhiir) ansib al-Furs wa
"-mawakil (var. sawdfil) (= The book of the principal
genealogies of the Persians and of the transplanted
population). 8. Kitab al-Ta’rikh, regarded by al-
Mas®tidi as “‘the best constructed and most exhaus-
tive” work of its kind (yet it dees not appear in Ibn
al-Nadim’s list). These two works are frequently
cited by al-Tha%libi, and no. 8 is cited once by
Ibn Shaddad. 9. Kitab al-Masalik wa’l-mamalik (=
The book of itineraries and kingdoms), which made
his reputation, often copied or used as a model for
imitation and twice edited and translated into French
in full, and once in part onlv; it has been the subject
of a controversy that is still unresolved in regard to
the date of its composition and the authenticity of
the version which has survived; finally, in regard to
its scientific value, it has given rise to contradictory
appreciations by the early Arab writers and by mo-
dern orientalists,

Bibliography: Brockelmann, 1, 225-6; S 1,
404; Tabari, iii and passim; Masidi, Murud N
i, 72, viii, Bo (Cairo ed., 1367/1948, i, 14, iv, 220-5);
Aghani, passim; Fihrist, 149 {Cairo ed., 1348/x929,
212); Tha“alibi, Ghurar akhbir mulik al-Furs {=
History of the Kings of the Persiang), Paris 1900,
passtm; Ma‘arri, Riszlat al-Ghufran, Cairo 1930,
461; 1lbn Shaddad, al-4ak al-khatira fi dhikr
umard’ al-Sham wa’l-Dijazira (= Tbn Shaddad’s
description of Damascus), Damascus 1956, 25; C.
Barbier de Meynard, in JA4, v (1865); BGA, vi,
1889; J. Marquart, Osteurcpiische und ostasia-
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EARLY MUSLIM GEOGRAPHERS ON INDIA

By SAYYID SULAYMAN NADVI

. 3
o

IBN KHURDADHBAH

HE OLDEST Arabic geography book which throws light on India
is Al-Masalik wa'l-Mamalib by Ibn Khurdadhbah (250 AH.). He
was the Superintendent of the Postal and Secret Service Depart-
ment during the reign of the ‘Abbasid Caliph Mu‘tamad, and wrote
this book in elucidation of the routes and paths leading from Baghdad
to various lands. Among others, he has also described the land-routes and
the sea-routes to India: he has given an account of the different _castes
into which Indian society was at that time divided. Though personally
he did not come to India, he based his general information upon
_Ptolemy’s geography and his special information upon the official
records of his Department. By virtue of his post he often used to come
in contact with merchants and travellers; therefore his information
resembles that gathered by a tourist in India. De Goeje published his
book in 1889 A.C. at Leiden. ,

Just a look at the towns mentioned by Ibn Khurdadhbah under the
heading of Sind convinces us that the Arabs knew the whole tract
between Baluchistan and Gujarat by the name of Sind. He has mention-
ed the following towns of Sind - - ‘
 Qaygan, Banah, Makran, Mid, Qandahar, Qasdar, Baqan, Qandabil,

- Qanzpur, Armabil, Daybal, Qanbali, Kambayad, Khambayat, Sahban,
Sadiisan, Rasak, Rawr, Sawandri, Multan, Mandal, Baylman, Sarisht,
Kayrj, Marmad, Qali, Dhabakh, Barts (Bharuch). ’

Next he has mentioned the following towns of India:

Samal, Hiurayn (Ujjayn), Qalan, Qandahar (Gandhara), Qashmir
(Kashmir).

Ibn-Khurdadhbah speaks of seven castes in India. He says: “(1) The
Shakshris [Kshatryas] are the nobility of the land. The kings come
from this race. All bow before them but they no not bow before any-
body. (2) The Bardhimah [Brahmins] are not addicted to drugs or
alcohol. (3) The Kastris [Khatris] may drink from one to three cups.
The Brahmins take their daughters as wives but do not give away their
daughters to them. (4) The Shudars [Sudras] are agriculturists. (5) The
Bésh [Vaisyas] follow different vocations. (6) The Shanddls [Chandals]
are acrobats. (7) The Zambs [Doms] are professional singers, There are




BN KHURRADADHBIH (or IBN KHURDADH-
BIH), ABU’L-QASIM <UBAYD ALLAH ‘ABD

ALLAH (b. ca. 820;: d. ca. 912), geography, history,
music. .

Ibn  Khurradadhbih was of Persian descent;
his grandfather was a Zoroastrian who later accepted
[slam. His father was the governor of Tabaristan.
[bn Khurradadhbih occupied the high office of chief
>f posts and information in al-Jibal (Media). In hijs
ater years he became a close companion of Caliph
U-Mu‘tamid at Samarrj. He wrote on such subjects

§ history, genealogy, geography, music, and wines




o — 8w MHUROR 280y ~paidsik

125 ] Ibn Khurdadhbih

125

IBN KHURRADADHBIH Dl o Al ae o A ae el !
(ab@’)-Kasim “Ubayd AHah b. ‘Abd Allah)
Geographer; b. Khorasan, 205/820 or 211/825, d. Baghdad 300/911.

Of Iranian family, he received an excellent literary and artistic education in Bagh-
dad. He was first appointed director of posts and intelligence in the province of
Djibal and was later promoted to the office of director general of the same depart-
ment in Baghdad and afterwards in Sammara. In this capacity he had access to
the caliph al-Mu‘tamid and soon became his familiar friend. It was before the
latter’s throne that Ibn Khurradadhbih delivered the oration on music included
in al-Mas“di’s muriidj al-dhahab (see 195). According to al-Fihrist he wrote three
books on music, two of which are lost.

Kitab al-lahw wa'l-malahi Al sgl LS
Book of diversion and musical instruments,

This is one of the earliest literary sources on music that has come down to us. It
contains valuable information about musical instruments, music and musicians,
borrowing the basic technical vocabulary from Persian. Because of its importance
to the history of Arabic music theory, I haye made an exception by including it in
this corpus although its unique ms. is not in one of the libraries surveyed. Since
I was unable lo examine the ms. at first hand, my description is based on the
edition of Father lgnatius in al-Mashrik (1961).

The work is not divided into chapters, but covers several distinct topics: (a) a
discussion on the lawfulness of music from a religious point of view: (b) music as
one of the philosophical branches; its influence on the intellect and the soul, anec-
dotes concerning its various virtues, including sayings of the philosophers found
in several sources (see 028, 078, 154, 174); (c) a long passage on instruments
starting with the invention of the ‘ad (lute) by Lamek who lamented his dead son
with its music, an anecdote found in several sources (see Shiloah, The tid): other
biblical inventors of musical instruments; Tubal—the drums, Tzila—the ma‘azif
(lyres?), Lot—the funbiir (long-necked lute); the philosophers made the four
strings of the “id correspond to the four humours; the Kurds invented the yard
(flute); the Persians elaborated four combinations of instruments: “#d-nay (lute and
flute); zundmi-funbir (double clarinet and long-necked lute); surndy-fabl (oboe-like
instrument and drum); mustad; or mushiak and sandj (mouth organ and harp)
and they also had a seven-stringed instrument, the wandj; the typical instrument
of the Nabateans is the ghandira (lute); the Byzantines had the wrghin (organ),
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THE THEORY OF MUSIC IN ARABIC WRITINGS
(¢.900-1900), AMNON SHILOAH, 1979 Miinchen,
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KHAZARS

Igor’s son and successor Sviatoslav delivered a finish-
ing blow to Khazaria. The realm disintegrated into
its component parts, which joined the new masters
of the steppe and Eastern European cities: the Rus,
the Pechenegs, and the Torki/Oghuzes.
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neva, Khazary (1978), and Pletneva, ed., Stepi Evrazii v
epokhu srednevekovia (1981); Omeljan Pritsak, “The Kha-
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OMELJAN PRITSAK

[See also Russian Nomads: Invasions of.]

KHURDADHBIH, IBN

KHIL“A, an ensemble of fine cloth garments be-
stowed by Muslim rulers as a mark of honor., The
robes, belts, and head coverings that comprised the
kbil“a varied locally and changed over time. Black
robes distinguished the official Abbasid khila; in-
scribed bands, the Fatimid; ermine and brocade, the
Mamluk.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Irene A. Bierman, “Art and Politics: The Impact of Fa-
timid Uses of Tiraz Fabrics” (diss., Univ. of Chicago, 1980}
Leo A. Mayer, Mamluk Costume {1952), 56-65; R. B. Ser-
jeant, “Materials for the History of Islamic Textiles,” in
Ars islamica, 9-16 (1942-1951).

IRENE A. BIERMAN

‘[See also Costume, Islamic.]

KHURDADHBIH, IBN (Ibn Khurradadbbih),
Abi’l-Qasim “Ubayd Allah ibn “Abd Allih (826/
825-912/913), the “father of Islamic geography,”

_was born in Khorasan 1.and grew up in Baghdad. His N
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Mahmiid of Ghazna donning a kbil©a. Miniature in MS of Rashid al-Din’s Jami© al-Tawdrikh, a.p. 1000.
© E.J. BRILL 1979
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welche, wenn die mir bekannt gewordenen Lesal'}:ep sich bestéitiggn
sollten, trotz Allem die Formel als Antwqrt kennzeichnen .werd.en. a
ich augenblicklich nur noch meine Excerpte aus (?ler Jan'l'a—thera.tur
ohne Texte und MSS. zur Verfiigung habe, so kann ich vorldufig Wel’.c.er
nichts thun, als auof die Stellen, welche nach Feststelhmg der zux:erlas-
sigsten Lesarten eine schliessliche Entscheidung ernim'ghehen miissen,
aufmerksam zu machen. Wir finden kareha in Eihnhche.;m Zusammen-
hang wie in Upasakad. noch in Rajapr. S. 222 (W(i)be'i'dagegen c‘}e_r
Commentar zu Jhatadh. S. 558 kihisi = karishyasi citirt) und Jia-
tadh. S. 1017, 1018, 1021. Nach einer von Seiten einer Toc&ter an
die Eltern gerichteten Bitte ist uns dagegen zweimal der Singular
karehi (Jnatadk. S. 1491 und 1496) und einmal der Pluralr ktf»reka
(ibid. S. 862) zu Gesichte gekommen; an der letztern Stelle.kom?te
der Plural in der Anrede an die Tochter dadurch gerechtfertigt sein,
dass es sich hier um den weiblichen Tirthamkara Malli handelt.

In ganz anderer Beziehung bemerken Wil‘l nebenlu'n noch, das.s
die — bei Hoernre nicht allein dastehende — romantische Combf—
nation von Ugge mit dem tartarischen Stamme der Ung n0<.>h weit
romantischere Ausblicke erdffnet, wenn man beachtet, dass die Ugra
als Kriegerstamm nicht bloss unter Manu’s Mischkasten, sondern auch
im buddhistischen Tipitaka und (worauf unser verehrter Lehrer Ou-
pENBERG uns aufmerksam gemacht haben mag) schon im xiv. Buch
des Satapatha Br, erscheinen! . ]

Nach den ausgesprochenen Bemiinglungen halten wir u.ns fir
verbunden, noch einmal aufrichtigst die dabei nicht zu I.)ezwel_felnde
Sorgfalt und die iberall (namentlich in den sehr zahlreichen Noten
und im dritten Appendix) durchblickende Hingebung hervorzuhel?en,
welche Homrxie seiner Arbeit geschenkt hat. Wenn diese von 1‘hm
als eine Vorliduferin von weitern Unternehmungen auf dem Gebiete
der annoch neuen und fremdartigen Literatur betrachtet werden vivollte,
so sind wir iiberzeugt, das nichste Mal sofort eine vorziigliche Leistung

erwarten zu diirfen.

E. Lrzomanr,

Kiris ar-masinix WA L-MAMALIK, 3561

M. J. pe Gomrs, Kitdb al-masdlik wa'l-mamdlik (liber viarum et
regnorum) auctore Abwl-Kasim Obaidallah ibpn Abdallah, Ibn
Khordadhbeh et excerpta e Kitdb al-kharddj auctore Kodims
ibn Dja‘far quae cum versione gallica edidit, indicibus et glossario
struxit —. T. a.: Bibliotheca geographorum arabicorum edidit M.
J. b2 Gomm. Pars sexta. — Lugduni Bat. Apud E. J. Brry
1889 (A und 216 und xxmr Seiten 8%).

, Das Buch des Ibn Chordadhbeh war schon von Barsier px
Meyxarp herausgegeben (Jowrn. as. 1865, 1), aber nach einer sehr
fehlerhaften und unvollstindigen Oxforder Handschrift, Nun fand aber
Lanoeere im Oriente eine viel bessere auf und schenkte sie der
Wiener Hofbibliothek unter der Bedingung, dass sie zunéchst ganz.
oE Gomse zur Verfigung gestellt werde. Dies Manuseript bot eine gute
Grundlage zur Herstellung des Textes. Ausserdem konnte pr Gore
noch ein von ihm selbst entdecktes Oxforder Bruchstiick benutzen
und zog selbstverstindlich alle zuginglichen, abgeleiteten und parallelen
Werke sorgfiltig zu Rathe. So erhalten wir hier denn das Buch in
sehr verbesserter Gestalt. Schwierig genug war die Aufgabe immer-
hin, schon weil uns Ibn Chordadhbeh eine Fiille von Namen wenig
bekannter Orte gibt, deren wirkliche Aussprache aus unseren Quellen
durchaus nicht immer mit Sicherheit zu bestimmen ist; man weiss
ja, wie leicht in der an sich schon unvollkommenen arabischen
Schrift solche Namen hoffnungslos entstellt werden. Ist es doch sehr
unwahrscheinlich, dass der Verfasser selbst alle diese Ortsnamen richtig
oder wenigstens mit allen diakritischen Punkten geschrieben hat.
Dazu kommt noch, dass, wie pe Gows in der Einleitung feststellt,
Ibn Chordadhbeh an dem Werke, das zuerst um 845 n. Chy. er-
schienen ist, spiter im Laufe von vierzig Jahren in wenig systema-
tischer Weise allerlei Zusiitze angebracht hat, diesichin der handschrift-

lichen Ueberlieferung  verschieden darstolien. Die abgekiirzte Re-
cension, welche Barsine pe Maynaro herausgegeben hat, geht aunf
die erste Gestalt zuriick, aber selbst Laxpsere’s Handschrift enthilt,

aneh abreselen von jhrer dasserlichen Beschidizury, nicht den vaoll-
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- A Bibliography of scholars in medieval Islaxln :
150-1000 A. H. (750-1600 A.D)/ Ilias Fernini.
Abu Dhabi: Cultural Foundation, 1998.
xxx, 507p.; 30 cm. '
- Includes bibliography references, appendices and index.
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Ilias Fernini, Ph.D.
Faculty of Science .
United Arab Emirates University

Obliquity of the Ecliptic and the Latitude of the Lands), he ex- -

plains how he measured the obliquity of the ecliptic and the lati-
tude of Rayy. Al-Khujandi observed the meridian altitude of the
Sun on two consecutive days, 16 and 17 June 994, and found it to
be 77°57'40"”. According to this result the entrance of the Sun into
the summer solstice must have taken place at midnight. He then
observed the Sun on 14 December 994 and found the meridian
altitude to be 30°53'35”. On the following two days the weather
was cloudy, and on the third day he found the meridian altitude of
the Sun to be 30°53’32”. The entrance of the Sun into the winter
solstice must have taken between these two places. But the second
observation is 3" less than the first. Al-Khujands calculated from
them that its least meridian altitude must have been 30°532”30.
Half the difference between the greatest and the least altitudes
of the Sun is equal to the obliquity of the ecliptic: 23°32719”
(21" according to al-Biriinf in his Kanun al-Mas’udi, Hyderabad
1954, i, 364). This value, when compared to those worked out
by Indian astronomers (24°) and Ptolemy (23°51'), justified al-
Khujandr’s belief in a progressive reduction in the obliquity of the
ecliptic. Al-Biriini, who believed that the obliquity was a constant
(Tahdid, 107-86, 116; Kanun, i, 364) emphacizes that al-Khujandz
told him verbally that the aperture of the vault by which the sun’s
rays came in had been displaced downwards by a span before the
observations regarding the winter sosltice were made, so that it
did not coincide exactly with the sextant’s center. This fact may
explain the decrease in the value of the obliquity in relation to
other determinations made roughly around the same time.

KHURDADHBIH

Abiu-l-Qasim * Ubaidallah ibn ‘Abdallah Ibn Khurdadhbih

c. 825-912 A.D o

236 MADDE

50t

Geographer - Ibn Khurdadhbih®®6:357  flourished in al-Jibal (Me-
dia), and latter in Samarra, ‘Iraq, where he died. He is of Persian
descent. His main work is the “Kitab al-masalik wal-mamadalik”
(Book of Roads and Provinces)3%® which he composed around
¢.846 in Samarra. He made a revision of it in or after 885. The
book is an important source for the historical topography of the

caliphate. It also contains abridged narratives of journeys in far-
off countries.

KHWARIZMI (Muhammad Ibn Missa al-Khwarizmn)

Aba Ja' far Muhammad Ibn Missa al-Khwarizmi
Lived in the 3rd c. A.H (9th c. A.D)

Mathematician, astronomer, geographer - Littke is known of al-
Khwarizmr’s 1ife359:360:261,362  {Under the Caliph al-Ma’mun
(813-833), he became a member of the “House of Learning” (Bayt
al-Hikma), a kind of academy of scientists set up at Baghdad. It
was for al-Ma’mun that al-Khwarizmi composed his astronomical
treatise, and his Algebra was also dedicated to him.

Al-Khwarizmi’s writings can be listed as follows: (1) the Alge-
bra and the astronomical work, were composed under al-Ma'mun;
(2) the treatise on Hindu numerals was composed after the Al-
gebra; (3) the treatise on Jewish calendar is dated by an internal
calculation to 823-824; (4) the Geography was composed after 816-
817; and (5) the Chronicle was composed after 826.

356 Hadj-Sadok, pp. 839-840

357 Sarton, pp. 600-601

38 Ibn Khurdadhbih, Leiden (1889)

359 al-Khwarizmi, The Fihrist of al-Nadim, p. 652
360 Sarton, pp. 563-564

361 Toomer, pp. 358-365

362 Vernet, pp. 1070-1071
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@ I8N HURDADBAN (Ari ol Qo Ubamd 4llod

bn Abd Allad )
[ R S YCE RO BN la‘i.ﬂ PH»UT D '{ “‘
e U&,..J‘ > Jd..ﬁu.,:.&:\.;;\ -.-‘“ gttt

YT p., in-8.(1961)11 11 -« &SI aball . ocpe

(VY —rud 3 P

"Muhtar nin kitah al- ", ouvrage &'a~
dab d@ su géograche arabe Ibn Hurdidbeh, édité par le
P. I. A. Khalife, (Collection : "Nusis wa duris”, t.
17). Bn arabe.

IBN HURDADBAE (Abd af- Q dsiw ukw}d Allaly (EH'ABJAW& '

Ibn Hurdadbeh.- Al-masalik wa-l-mamalik (suivi du Kitab
al- ha:aq de Qudama b. Ga far). Ed. M. J. DE GOEJE.~
Leyde, Brill, 1967 (repr. 1889), 1 wvcl. 165x245, XAIII-
216-308 p.

(Bibliotheca.Geographorum Arabicorum, VI)

14736

140¢K 58

IBH u\,m)AD.jAJ( AbT al-<asim At ‘_‘)\_,
CUbajd 4llah ibn Abd 4“(\.9\) ) J)Aﬁ“

R YOS R FICRR | qa){d‘rF.U\VL'SU‘ Sl

N L IPYUREND B ICSGIAGG S LT U | I N P

_Beyrouth, al-natba®a al-<af31Iciya,I%l.-In-oi

(24cm),83 p.,pl. ['\Cq 204I 6bw 2

{ 89 C g. 1338 (I7)
(MupgEr oip KA alolaru daealena 130T, 241 66 par

] g s " —
le Pare Agndtyus Abdu ballfa.—:‘-usu; wa durds.I7.)

18N YukpaDeay  (Abfl A1-QAsim “Ubayd Allah 1bn
¢Abd Allah).- Kitib al-Mas8lik [wa-7 al-mamflik
...~ K1t3b al-masilik wa'l-mamallk (Liber via-
rum et regnorum), auctore Abfl T1-Kasim
Obaidallah ibn Abdallah ibn Khordadhbeh, eE
excerpta e "KitAb al-khar&dj", auctore Kodama

ibn DJa far, quae cum versione galllca edidit,
indlcibus et glossario instruxit M.J. de Goeje.

XGe 12 §6\ »
Voir fiche suivante

oul.u

18N HURDADBAW (ABI-1-Qasin“Tbayd Allah ibn Abd Allak)
46.404

Kitsh A“<Masald 1] o Mamaid iber viarum et regnorum
et excerpta e Kitf#b A“-Khar3dj, auctore : Kod&ma IBN
Nja'far , acuse cum versione gallica ed,, indicibus et
gloseario instruxit M,J.Ne Goeje.

- Lugduni Haravorum, aoud F,J.Brill, 1967.- 24,5 cm, XXIV-
216 p + 308 p.

(Bibliothaca geanrachorum ar=bicopum, 6,)

37wl

I8N BURDADB AH (Ab(l X1-Qisim “Ubayd Allah ibn
€Aba Allah).- Kit&b al-Mas&lik...

Editio secunda (photomechanice iterata).- Lug-
duni Batavorum, E.J. Brill, 1967.- 24,5 cm,
XXIV - 216 - 308 p.

{Bibliotheca geographorum arabicorum. Pars
sexta.)

ﬂ:s}:ﬂz\u XGe 12 (6)
-

AT 1Y oz 1127 - 6

IBNHURDADBAW (AbG ol Qasim YUbafd Allah ibn
'Abdallah) .- Kitdb al mas2lik wa'l%pam8lik (liber
vierum at regnorum) auctore Abu'l-Klasim Qbaidallah
ibn Abdallah 1ibn Khordadhbeh et excerpta e Kitdb
al~¥Xhar2dj auctore Koddma ibn Dja’'far quae cum
versione gallica edidict, indicibus et glossario
instruxit M. J. de Goeje, Ed. 2a {(photomechanice

iterata)- Lugduni Batavorum, E.J. Brill, 1967,
- 24 cm,

(Bibliotheca geographo- rum arabicorum. Pars 6a.
= Réimpr, de la l2re &d. de 1889,)
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Edited by Julie Scott Meisami and Paul Starkey
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ARABIC LITERATURE
"Volume 1 London o199 Routedge  jsAM-ON:6327F3

Ibn Khurradadhbih

with special value for the Almoravid and
Almohad periods in North Africa and al-
Andalus and including a history of Christian
Spain.

Text editions

EI?, s.v. (bibliography).

Jaysh al-tawshih, Muhammad al-Sharif (ed.),
Algiers (1973).

Monroe, James T., Hispano-Arabic Poetry: A
Student Anthology, Berkeley (1974),
338-45.

Mushahadat Lisan al-Din Ibn al-Khatib fi bilad al-
Maghrib  wa-al-Andalus ~ (Majmi'a  min
ras@’ilih), AM. al-"Abbadi (ed.), Alexandria
(1958).

Nykl, AR., Hispano-Arabic Poetry and its Rela-
tions with the OIld Provencal Troubadours,
Baltimore (1946), 363-6.

Further reading

al-*Abbadi, A.M., ‘Mu’allafat Lisan al-Din Ibn al-
Khatib fi al-Maghrib’, Hespéris 46 (1959),
247-53.

Arié, Rachel, L'Espagne musulmane au temps des
Nasrides, Paris (1973).

al-Magqqari, Nafh al-tib min ghusn al-Andalus al-
ratib, Beirut (1968) (final sections).

R.P. SCHEINDLIN

thbih (205 or
or8257-911?)

From a distinguished family of Persian origin,
Abii al-Qasim ‘Ubayd Allah ibn ‘Abd Allah
ibn Khurradadhbih received a sound education
and became a Director of Posts and Intelli-
gence (sahib al-barid wa-al-khabar) and at
the same time a court familiar of the caliph al-
Mu‘tamid. Related to this latter role are many
of his lost works (listed by Ibn al-Nadim) on
boon companions (nudamd’; see nadim) and
topics of interest to them: food, drink and
music. Only on the last is there an extant
treatise, an interesting compilation reflecting
the eclectic interests of practising musicians
and amateurs rather than the more rigorous
approach of theorists. He also wrote on history
and genealogy, but it is to his professional role
that his major surviving work relates, one of
the earliest extant works on geography, the
Book of Roads and Countries (Kitab al-
masalik wa-al-mamalik). This was to provide a
model for later writers in its combination of
materials from classical sources (chiefly
Ptolemy, whom he translated) with Persian-
derived principles of organization, the inhab-
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ited world being divided into seven zones with
Baghdad at their centre.

Text editions

Kirab al-masalik wa-al-mamdlik, M.J. de Goeje
(ed.), (BGA, vol. 6), Leiden (1889).

Mukhtar min kitab al-lahw wa-al-malahi, ACA.
Khalifa (ed.), Beirut (1961).

Further reading

EI' %, s.v. Djughrafiya.

Miquel, André, La Géographie humaine au monde
musulman jusqu’au milieu du lle siécle, Paris
(1967-88), vol. 1, 87-92 and passim.

’ Q. WRIGHT

See also:  geographical literature

ibn Kunasa, Muhammad
(123-207 or 9/741-823 or 4)

Minor poet of the early ‘Abbasid period. A
nephew of the ascetic Ibrahim ibn Adham, ibn
Kunasa grew up in Kufa and later went to
Baghdad. He composed two books on poetry
and one on astronomy (anwa’); in addition, he
was interested in prophetic tradition, ancient
Arabic tribal history and philology. His diwan,
attested to in the late fourth/tenth century and
containing fifty leaves, is lost; the collection
of fragments by M.Q. Mustafa contains only
thirty-nine poems with about ninety verses.
The topics dealt with are mixed; besides sev-
eral elegies, some pieces with a moralizing
attitude can be mentioned.

~ Text edition

Mustafa, M.Q., ‘Muhammad Ibn Kunasa al-Asadi,
hayituhu wa-shi‘ruh’, Adab al-Rafidayn, 6
(1975), 287-340.

Further reading

McDonald, M.V., ‘A minor early Abbasid poet:
Muhammad b. Kunasa’, JAL 25 (1994), 10715
(without reference to Mustafa; contains trans. of
eight fragments).

T. SEIDENSTICKER

Ibn al-Labbana (d. 507/1113)

Abi Bakr Muhammad ibn ‘Isa al-Dani ibn al-
Labbana was a court poet who served several
ta@’ifa princes before becoming attached pro-
fessionally and personally to al-Mu‘tamid ibn
tAbbad of Seville. When al-Mu'‘tamid was




IBN KHURDADHBIH T

and showing the errors of previous historians. What needs
to be known, and thus what ke sets out to make known,
are “the principles of politics, the nature of existent things,
and the differences among nations, places and periods with
regard to ways of life, character, qualities, customns, sects,
schools, and everything else . .. plus a comprehensive know-
ledge of present conditions in all these respects ... complete
knowledge of the reasons for every happening and ... [ac-
quaintance] with the origin of every event”. Yet in the end
Ibn Khaldain hints that he has almost digressed in the whole
undertaking. What he wanted to do was to explain the nature
of civilization and its accompanying accidents, but he fears
he has strayed from his basic point.

CHARLES E. BUTTERWORTH

REFERENCES

Ibn Khaldin. The Mugaddimah, An Introduction to History. Trans.

Franz Rosenthal. New York: Pantheon Books, 1958.

Mahdi, Muhsin. Ibn Khaldiin's Philosophy of History. London:

George Allen and Unwin, 1957.
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N KHURDADHBIH  Abwl-Qasim <Ubayd Allah ibn
Khurdadhbih (also spelled: Ibn Khurradadhbih), the first
scholar to write on world geography in Arabic, was born in
ca. AH 205/aD 820 (or AH 211/AD 825), and died in ca. AH
300/AD 912. Probably born in Khurasan, he was brought up
in Baghdad. His grandfather, Khurdadhbih, was a Zoroas-
trian, latter converted to Islam, and his father was the gover-
nor of Tabaristin. When he grew up, he became the director
of posts and information in Jibal (Media) and subsequently
became director-general of the same department in Baghdad
and later in Samarra (Iraq). He became a companion of the
<Abbasid Caliph al-Muctamid (AH 256-279/AD 870-892).

Ibn Khurdadhbih was a versatile writer; besides writing
on geography, he wrote on history, genealogy, music, wines,
and even on the culinary art. Al-Nadim, in his al-Fihrist, lists
at least eight works to his credit. The Arab historian Abwl-
Hasan <Alf ibn al-Husayn al-Mas<idi (d. AD 956) consid-
ered him an imam (leader) in authorship and mentions his
voluminous historical work dealing with the ancient kings
and peoples of Iran (Murij, 1965). Ibn Khurdadhbih also
claimed to have translated into Arabic the geographical trea-
tise of Claudius Ptolemy (ca. AD 90-168) from a “foreign
language” (probably Syriac or Greek), but the translation is
not extant.

However, Ibn Khurdadhbih’s major work on geography,
entitled A/I-Masalik al-Mamadlik (Roads and Kingdoms), was

423

published by M.J. De Goeje in 1889. In fact, this work
is an abridgement (prepared not later than AD 885-886)
of his larger work (not extant) written in ca. AD 846—847.
Considering the vast amount of information contained in the
work and the early date of its compilation, it may be said that
Ibn Khurdadhbih was the father of Arab-Islamic geography;
no work of such magnitude existed before him. A/l-Masalik
al-Mamalik deals briefly with mathematical and physical
geography, but the major portion of the work is devoted to
descriptions of land and sea routes in the four directions
emerging from al-Sawad. Then, it deals with marvels of the
world, seas and mountains, sources of the rivers, and reports
on countries like India and Central Asia.

1t is not unlikely that Ibn Khurdadhbih relied heavily
for his information on the ancient Sassanian government
records which must have become available to him as the
person in charge of the department of posts and information
in Baghdad and elsewhere. Again, in his methodology and
arrangement of the material and in the use of geographical
terms and Persian couplets, a distinct Persian influence is
discernible. The ancient Persians used to divide the known
world into seven circular regions called kishvars (kingdoms)
with Iranshahr at the center and the remaining six circles
drawn around it. Such an arrangement is observable in his
descriptions of the various routes emerging from al-Sawad,
which, he says, was called dil-i [ranshahr (the heart of Iraq).

Ibn Khurdadhbih was not only the first to write on geogra-
phy in Arabic; he also set the style for writing on descriptive
geography. Several later Arab-Islamic geographers utilized
his work as a major source of information.

SAYYID MAQBUL AHMAD

REFERENCES

Ahmad, S. Magbul. Arabic Classical Accounts of India and China.
Shimla: Indian Institute of Advanced Study, 1989.

Ahmad, S. Magbul. “Djughrafiya.” In Encvclopedia of Islam. Lei-
den: Brill, 1960.

Al-Mas<udi. Murij al-Dhahab wa Maddin al-Jawhar. (Meadows
of Gold and Mines of Gems). Trans. Aloys Sprenger. London:
Allen, 1841.

Ibn Khurdadhbih. Al-Masalik al-Mamalik. Ed. M.J. De Goeje. Lei-
den: E.J. Brill, 1889.

Krachkovsky, L. Istoria Arabskoi Geograficeskol Literatury,
Moscow and Leningrad 1957, Arabic translation: Tdrikh al-
adab al-jughrafi al-Arabi by Salah al-Din <Uthman Hashim,
vol. I. Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Lubnan, 1987.

See also: Geography in Islam — Navigation
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Dini Arastirmalar, Gilt: 7, 5. 21, ss. 237-263. 4 7 ij_a Fim « 237

{bn Hurdazbil'in el-Mesalik ve’l-
Memalik’i ve Icerdigi Cografi ve
Kulttirel Motifler

Murat AGARI*

ABSTRACT

Geografic work of Ibn Hurradadbih, al-Mamalik and al-Masalik has also cultural
and economical value. These invaluable accounts have been helpful for midle-East
historians. These accounts can be essentially divided into three chapters:

-Geographic accounts

-Cultural Accounts

-Economical Accounts

By the means of these precious information, to study Middle-East history has been

not only amusing but also easy.
KEYWORDS: Tbn Hurradadbih, al-Mamalik and al-Masalik, Geography, Culture,
Economy

Giris

“Tariht Cografya” olarak adlandrilan alanm erken donem bag yapitlarn-
dan birisi de bn Hurdazbih'in “el-Memalik ve’l-Mesalik” adli eseridir.? “Yol-
lar ve Ulkeler Kitabr” olarak Tiirkgelestirebilecegimiz bu eser, adindan da
anlagildig {izere hem yollardan ve hem de tilkelerden bahsetmektedir. Tipki
bu tarzin diger eserlerinde oldugu gibi, bu eserlerden hareketle dénemin
diinyas: hakkinda bilgi edinmek ve bir profik olusturmak olanaklidr.

Bu tarz kitaplarda &nctil bilgiyi cografi malumat olugturmaktadir.® Fakat
en az onun kadar yer tutan bir baska bilgi tiiriini ise “tarihi icerikli olanlar
olusturmaktadir. Bunlarn diginda kalan kiiltiirel icerikli olanlar da bu bilgi-
lerle birlikte degerlendirildiginde bir biitiin olusturmakta ve bize donem
diinyasin1 anlamada yardimer olmaktadir.

ibn Hurdazbik’in eseri ise bu zaviyeden bakildiginda daha ziyade iki farkl:
alanda yogunlagmaktadir. Bunlarin ¢ogunlugunu cografl olanlar olustursa
da, en az cografi olanlar kadar kiiltiirel icerikli olanlar da eserde yer isgal

* Yrd. Dog. Dr., Yiiziincii Y Universitesi, Tarih Bolimil (muratagari@yahoo.com).

2 “Tarihi Cografya” alam ile ilgili olarak miiracaat ediniz: Murat Agary, Islam Cografyaciligive
Miisliiman Cografyacilar, istanbul: Kitabevi yay. 2002

3 Yakubi, Ulkeler Kitab, cev: M. Agarl, Istanbul: Ayigig1 Kitaplan, 2002
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Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Boris A. Rosenfeld, Mathematicians, astronomers and other scholars

of Islamic civilization and their works (7th-19th c.), Istanbul 2003, pp;/gf/
ISAM KTP.91191

120."UBAYDALLAH IBN KHURDADHBIH

Abu'l-Qasim “Ubaydallah ibn " Abdallah ibn Khurdadhbih (d. 912), geographer of Persian origin, worked in al-
Jibal and Samarra.

See: AGL (147-150), GAS (VII 848), IHS (I 606-607), KF (149); Arendonk [2a] (ED), Hadj-Sadok [1] (EI?),
Magbul Ahmad [10] (ENWC).

Al. Book on Anwa' (Kitab al-anwa') - is mentioned in KF,

G1. Book of Roads and Provinces (Kitab al‘masalik wa'l-mamalik). Edition with French translation by Barbier

de Meynard: Ibn Khurdadhbih [1], by De Goeje: Ibn Khurdadhbih [2]. Russian translation by Velikhanova;
Ibn Khurdadhbi [3]. Research: Velikhanova [1].
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KHURDADHBIH ibn-, abu-21-Q ASIM ‘UBAYDULLAH, an Arabic

geographer (t ca. 912) of Persian descent who left few biographical
traces. Under Galiph al-Mu‘tamid, (869-892) he held 2 high office in
the postal and information service (Sahib rid, Director of the Post),

a position which doubtlessly helped him in the collection of his material.

He is the author of the earliest geographical work written in Arabic, the

Kitab al-Masdlik wa al-Mamadlik (Book of the Roads and Countries)
: used as a source of information by several later geographers. It des-
- cribes the principal traffic arteries in the caliphate, mentions the cha-
racteristic features of the regions they cross, and gives a survey of the
system of public administration, with freely interspersed anecdotes,
entertaining stories and local legends. Ibn-Khurdadhbih’s book set the
ln style for this type of works, some of which even bear the same title, such
. as the geographies of al-Istakhri* (Xth cent.) and al-Bakri (XIth
cent.). Ibn-Khurdadhbih was generally reputed as a bel-esprit and
very popular at the court because of his wit and universal knowledge
which he displayed in a number of other books dealing with music,
games, culinary art and various subjects in the domain of aesthetics.
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Geography
It was in the mid-thirteenth century that Baylak al-Qibaji of Cairo
was the first to write in Arabic about the magnetic needle as a ship’s
compass, but Arabian navigation and geographical knowledge goes
back far beyond this. Itinerarics and routes had, naturally, been drawn  For the Chinese development of the
up so that diplomatic missions could be sent to distant lands — to  magnetic compass, sce pages 172~
China for instance — and for military campaigns, while merchants 173.
would have had some knowledge of caravan routes. But no organized
scientific geography seems to have begun until the early ninth cen- QQNM\ Lo P A
tury, the time of al-Ma’mun and the establishment of the House of "*)\; E«&
Wisdom at Baghdad. Here al-Farghani made Ptolemy’s Geography The Qﬁw‘“ iﬁ o
known to the Arab world, while al-Khwarizmi wrote his Book of the if_ CAce ©. 229
Form of the Earth. The latter was primarily a list of the latitudes and :
longitudes of places which included the old Greek ‘climata’, seven ~ 0 (AY Y
strips of latitude in each of which places were supposed to have the
same length of daylight on their longest day. The map of al-Khwar-
izmi differed substantially from Ptolemy’s world map in some places,
due perhaps to using the different longitudes and latitudes collected
at the House of Wisdom.
Geographical research continued in the tenth century with geo-
graphers like ibn Khurdadhbih and ibn Ya’qub Ibrahim, who did not,
however, work in Baghdad. Abu’l-Qasim ibn Khurdadhbih (some-
times Khurradadhbih), who was of Persian descent, was chief of posts
and information at al-Jibal, a city on the Tigris. A close companion
of the cultured caliph al-Mu‘tadid (the third and last of the Abbasid
dynasty), ibn Khurdadhbih wrote on wines and cookery and also
prepared an economic and political geography, the Book of Roads and
Provinces. The book’s mathematics were poor, but it organized very
well the vast amount of material it contained. As to ibn Ya‘'qub
Ibrahim, he was an Hispano-Jewish merchant well known for his
travels throughout the breadth of Europe either on business or in
diplomatic missions. He visited Jewish communities, and noted des-
criptions given to him of the areas in which they lived, and though
littte now remains of what he wrote, what there is gives a good
description of the Slav countries and southern Russo-Arabic terri-
tories, and is an excellent source of details about contemporary life.






