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ABSTRACT .
Ibn Hibban was a prominent scholar and critic of Hadith. He seems

to have collected Hadith in his hometown of Bust in AH 270-300/
881-911. He then travelled and made several journeys befcween KEYWORDS

Tashkent and Alexandria for about 40 yéars before retumning t’o Hadith; Sunna; St fbn
his native Sijistan in 340/951. By focusing on Ibn Hibban's Hibban; Mutawatir; Usdl al-
introduction to his akTagdsim waJ-anwa® (‘Divisions and  fgp
Categories”), better known as Sahih Ibn Hibban, the primary gc_)al

of this article is to examine Ibn Hibban's theory of Hadith
authentication. fbn Hibban's theory of authenti_city was
established upon a set of formulas pertaining to transmission a.nd
knowledge that revolved almost entirely around th_e examination

of isnad (chain of transmission). Since the aspiration of Hadl’{h
studies is to distinguish between authentic and weak Hadiths, this

article draws on evidence showing that Sahih lbn Hibban _could be
considered as a pioneering attempt to systemise the
authentication of Hadith in the first three centuries of hijra.
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According to Tbn “Asakir (d. 571/1175), Tbn Hibban wrote his ._Sai_u'lh, Ta’rikh, and a?—
Duafi and his other books while he was teaching in Samarqand.” The r}an:_te .of his
Sahih collection is al-Tagasim wa-l-anwd’, and it is widely cited by Ibn ‘Asakir, Ibr}
Balabn (d. 739/1339), al-Dhahabi (d. 748/1348), al-Traqi (d. 806/1404), al-Haythami
(d. 807/1404), al-Suyiti (d. 911/1505), and many others.Z The name of the Hadlt:h collec-
tion is often abbreviated to Sahih Ibn Hibban. Ibn Balaban, in his work deriving from
Sahih Ibn Hibban, regularly cites it as al-Tagdsim wa-l-anwa > Tbn Balaban sugges‘fs
that, following in the footsteps of Ibn Khuzayma (Ibn Hibban’s teacher), h(e flamed hl?
book al-Musnad al-sahih ‘ala l-tagasim wa-l-anwd min ghayr wujid qat _ﬁ sanfzdzha
wa-la thubiit jarh fi nagiliha. Ahmad Shakir indicates that this is the title written in the
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ibn “Asakir, Ta'rikh madinat Dimashg, volumes -LXXX (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1995-2001), Li: 2§1. . . -

2p}-Dhahaby, Tadhkirat al-huffaz, volumes -V (Belrut: Dar al-Kutub al-Timiyya, 1998), lllf 921; idem, Sl}:ar a'lam al-ngl_;a:‘a .,
volumes I-XXV (Beirut: Murassasat al-Risila, 1981-1988), XVI: 94; bn al-Salah, Mugaddimat Ibn al-Saldh, ed. Nur al-Din Ttr

- Dar al-Fikr, 1986), p. 11. . ]

SAA('?:II:ESCI;JISE\ IZla—DTn Abu I-Hgass)a: “Ali b. Balaban b. Abd Allah al-Farist al-Misri was born in 675{ 1 2(76. At ﬁ_rst gllanﬁlce_,‘ wi
know that he prefers to simplify books, among them Mu'jam aI—Tach_ram, Talkhl; al-Jami aI—lfabn: ﬂ; -furd 09
Muhammad b. ‘lbad al-Khalati al-Hanafi (d. 652), al-limdm of lbn Daqiq al-Td and many others. He died in Egypt on

Shawwal 739/1338.
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manuscript held at Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyya.* It should be noted that Ibn Hibban’s Sahih
has not survived in its original form, and its present arrangement by legal topic is the work
of Ibn Balabén.

Brockelmann and Sezgin list the available manuscripts of the Sahih, which are scattered
in various places, including Istanbul, Cairo, Berlin and Madina.® Neither Geschichte der
‘Arabischen Litteratur nor Geschichte des Arabischen Schrifttums mentions whether
these manuscripts are complete. Later, both add several more manuscripts of works deriv-
ing from Sahih Ibn Hibban. Sezgin mentions that the first standard edition of Sahih Ibn
Hibban was printed in one volume in Egypt in 1952.5 This was Shakir’s edition. He com-
pleted the first volume before his death. In his introduction, Shakir discusses at length the
available manuscripts, including the name, the date of composition, the scribes or copyists,
and the transmission of the book.” Discussing one of the manuscripts, he indicates that,
under the book title, the transmission is written as

From the composition of Shaykh al-Islim, Master and Custodian of Critics, Abit Hatim
Muhammad b. Hibban b. Ahmad b. Hibban al-Tamimi, may Allzh bestow His mercy on him,

riwdya (transmission) of Abi 1-Hasan Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Harn al-
Ziizani,® from him [Ibn Hibban],

riwaya of Abii -Hasan ‘Al b. Muhammad b. “Ali 1-Baha’i,” from him,
riwaya of Abii 1-Qasim Zabir b. Tahir b. Muhammad al-Shahhami,'® from him,
riwdya of al-Hafiz Abi 1-Qasim ‘Al b. al-Hasan b. Hibat Alizh b. ‘Asakir, from him.**

Shakir asserts that the scribe was obviously one of Ibn “Asakir’s students. He adds that this
“book’s sanad” belongs to Ibn ‘Asikir, acknowledging that he read the material (Ibn
‘Asakir used gara’tuha “ald) in five volumes to his teacher, Abu 1-Qasim al-Shahhami
(d. 533/1138)."? Shakir, an Azhari scholar, who died in 1377/1958, completed the first
volume of Ibn Balaban’s derivative work from Sahth Ibn Hibban by comparing four manu-
scripts.'® As mentioned earlier, Ibn Hibban’s Sahik has not survived in its original form,
and Ibn Balaban, the great scholar and editor of his time, rearranges the Sahih in a way
that he described as being easy for students to comprehend." At the end of each of the

“Ibn Hibban, Sahif fbn Hibban bi-tartib lbn Balaban, ed. Ahmad Muhammad Shakir (Egypt: Dar al-Ma‘rif, 1952), p. 9.

5Carl Brockelmann, Geschichte der Arabischen Litteratur (GAL), volumes -l (Leiden: Brill, 1937-1942), I: 273; Fuat Sezgin,
Geschichte des Arabischen Schrifttums (GAS), volumes I-XVII (Leiden: EJ. Brill, 1967-2000), I: 191.

SFuat Sezgin, GAS, I: 191.

7Ibn Hibban, Sahih, ed. Shakdr, 22. )

8Al-Dhahabi mentions Abi Hiasan al-Ziizani among the transmitters of lbn Hibban, and he died in 369/979. See
al-Dhahabi, Ta'rikh aHslam, volumes -LI (Beirut: Dar al-Kit db al- “Arabi, 1989), XXVI: 112 ; Zdzan is a large town
between Herat and Nishapur, and some people called it the “small Basra”. See al-Sam'ni, al-Ansab, volumes I-Xill
(Hyderabad: D&’irat al-Ma‘arif al-Uthmaniyya, 1977), lll: 175. ’

°In al-Muntakhab, the second tabaqat under whose name is “Ali. ‘Al b. Muhammad b. ‘Alf al-Adib Abii l-Hasan al-BahaT
|-Ziizanf, he is among the experts on philology. He also had known as Abl [-Qadi AbT {-Qésim al-Baha'l. See al-Sayrafi,
Al-Muntakhab min al-siyaq lHa'rikh Naysabdr Ii-l-Farisi (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Umiyya, 1989), p. 382.

"®Abii I-Qasim Zahir b. Tahir b. Muhammad al-Shahhami al-Naysaburi, musnid Khurasdn, was born in 446/1054. And he died
in Rab¥ al-Akhir 533/1138 at Nishapur. See 1bn al-imad, Shadhardt al-dhahab i akhbar man dhahab, ed. ‘Abd al-Qadir
al-Arna’it and Mahmud al-Ama’it, volumes [-X (Beirut: Dar [bn Kathi, 1993), IV: 102.

"bn Hibban, Sahif , ed. Shalkir, 24.
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