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Ibn Khalawayh

Abi ‘Abdallah al-Husayn b. Ahmad
(o, according to some, Muhammad) Ibn
Khalawayh (d. 370/980) was a special-
ist in Arabic lexicography, grammar, and
Qur'anic readings (guaal). He spent most
of his adult life in Aleppo, at the court
of the Hamdinid am# Sayf al-Dawla
(r. 333-56/944-67).
. Ton Khalawayh was born in Hamadhan
. towards the end of the third/ninth cen-
tury (the exact year is not known), but
he is said to have been still very young
when he left his hometown for Baghdad
in 314/926. There he studied Qur'anic
readings with the famous Ibn Mujahid {(d.
© 324/936) and grammar and lexicography
with Aba Bakr al-Anbar (d. 328/940),
Ab@ ‘Umar al-Zahid Ghulam Tha‘lab (d.
345/956), Niftawayh (d. 323/935), and
the illustrious Basran lexicographer Ibn
Durayd (d. 321/933) and his pupil Aba
Sa‘id al-Straff (d. 368/979). He also stud-
. ied - hadith with Mubammad b. Makhlad
al-‘Attar (d. 331/ 943) and worked for
some Gme as a muhaddith and teacher in
-the -main mosque of Medina. He spent
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time in Yemen, where he met the poet
Ibn al-Hz'tk al-Hamdant (d. 334/945)
and reportedly commented on his six-
volume duean (collected verse). His search
for knowledge brought Ibn Khalawayh
to  Mayyafiarigin  (present-day  Silvan)
and Homs, and in Jerusalem he met
Abo Ahmad ‘Ahdallah b, ‘Adt al-Hafiz
(d. ¢.365/976), the author of al-Kamil fi
du'afr’ al-rijal (“Complete listing of weak
transmitters [of jadith]™), who reportedly
thought very highly of him. He finally
settled in Aleppo, where he was appointed
tutor to the sons of Sayf al-Dawla, who
favoured him and showered him with gifts
and money. Jbn Khalawayh’s fame spread
rapidly, and he became a celebrated figure
among the people of Aleppo. After Sayf
al-Dawla’s death in 356/967, he remained
in the service of the Hamdanids untl his
own death in 370/980.

Ibn Khalawayh was a fierce debater,
and the Hamdamd court in Aleppo
offered him the possibility of discussing to
his heart’s content diverse topics—adith,
Qur'an, theology, linguistics, literature,
and poetry. The last of many discussions
he had with the famous poet Abii I-Tayyib
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