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Ibn Durustawayh

Abfi Muhammad ‘Abdallzh b. Ja'far
(b. Muhammad) b. Durustawayh b.
al-Marzuban al-FarisT al-Fasawi al-Nahwi,
generally known as Ibn Durustawayh,
was a Basran grammarian, lexicographer,
and student of the Qur'an and fadith who
lived and worked in Baghdad. He was
born in 258/872 in the Persian town of

Fasi and died in 347/958 in Baghdad. He

grew up in a Persian family of tradition-
ists (hadith scholars), and his father, Ja'far
b. Durustawayh (d. ¢.283/896), himself a
famous traditionist (muladdith), introduced

his son to this field at a young age. Ibn

Durustawayh went to Baghdad when he
was still young, accompanying his father
on a journey in search of knowledge
(talab al-im). There he met Ibn Qutayba
(d. 276/889), who was probably instru-
mental in Ibn Durustawayh’s shift to Ara-
bic lexicography and grammar. He settled
in Baghdad and studied with the Kufan
grammarian Thalab (d. 291/904) and
with the Basran al-Mubarrad (d. 285/
898), with whom he studied the famous
book of Arabic grammar written by
'\ Sibawayh  (d: c.180/796), known as
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Kuab Sthawayh (“Sibawayh’s book”). Ibn
Durustawayh had many students of
hadith, Qur'an studies, lexicography, and
grammar, amongst them the muhaddith
al-Daraquini (d. 385/993) and the gram-
marian Abii ‘Alf al-Qali (d. 356/967) who
read with him Sibawayhs Kiab in al-
Mubarrad’s interpretation.

Tbn Durustawayh is reported to have
written many books on lexicography and
grammar, but only two books and an
essay have survived (Za§hil al-fasth, Fitab
al-kuttah, and Sharh md yuktab bi-lya@’; see
below). Nine of the works attributed to
him have titles beginning with Radd ‘ala. ..
(“‘Refutation of ...”), indicating a criti-
cal mind, regarding not only his prede-
cessors, such as Ibn Qutayba, Thafab,
and al-Farra® (d. 207/822), but also his
contemporaries, such as Ibn Khalawayh
(d. 370/980-1) and.Ibn Migsam (d. 354/
965). One of these commentaries, al-

Radd ‘ala -Mufaddal fi I-Radd ‘ali -Khalil

(“Refutation of al-Mufaddal’s Refutation
of al-Khalil®) is a critique of the Kufan
al-Mufaddal b. Salama (d. ¢.295/908;
wrongly identified as al-Mufaddal al-Dabbi
by Lecomte, 288), who wrote a book about
everything he deemed wrong in al-Khalil
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