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MARTIN HINDS...
MARTIN HINDS had friends all over the world, and his untimely death on
1 December 1988, at the age of 47, was the cause of much sorrow. Those
who knew and loved him are aware how much the world has lost in personal
distinction and promise partly unfilled, but there is some consolation in the
thought of what he had already achieved as a teacher and a writer from
whom publications had begun to pour during the last few years of his life.

Born in 1941, Martin studied Arabic at the School of Oriental and
African Studies in London, and obtained his B.A. and Ph.D. degrees there.
His thesis, on “The Farly History of Islamic Schism in Iraq,” was never
published in full, but two articles based on it—“The Murder of the Caliph
‘Uthman” and “Kufan Political Alignments” (both published in the In-
ternational Journal of Middle East Studies)—are of lasting value for our
understanding of the political history of early Islam. His remarkable com-
bination of qualities was already shown clearly in them: precise and com-
prehensive knowledge of the sources and an unusual grasp of the nature of
political activity. I remember one of the first occasions I met him. He gave
a talk to the Near East History Group at Oxford about the thesis on which
he was then working, and I was struck by his power of bringing political
events long past to life once more; as he talked, the expressions of his voice
and face seemed to re-create the words and gestures of the ancient Arabian
politicians. This imaginative insight into Arab life, formeéd and enriched by
long residence in Arab countries and many friendships, was not the least
of his gifts as a scholar and teacher. I noticed it again much la,ter, when
we worked together as historical consultants for the teiewsxon geries The
Arabs; he showed a deep and patient understanding of the problems of
filming in Arab countries and the arcane rites of the TV industry.

He taught Arabic at the School of Oriental and African Studies from .
1963 to 1966, and then at Cambridge until his death. For much of that
time his publication was limited, but it was not for lack of energy or hard
work. He was a devoted and skillful teacher, much admired by his students,
and an active member of his college, Trinity Hall, of which he became a
Fellow in 1972 and where he took a full part in the corporate life, holding
several administrative offices. His friends may best remember him in his
room in college; he was always ready to interrupt his work for conversation
or consultation, but as one left one could be certain that he would be back
at his desk among his books, in that absorbed and sustained solitude which
is the necessary condition of serious scholarly work.

All the time there was another life going on, in Cairo, where he had
a long-standing relationship with the American University. For two years
he was executive director of the Center for Arabic Studies Abroad, where
young American scholars were trained as Arabists. He was.also involved
in a large-scale project of compiling a dictionary of Egyptian  Arabic, in
collaboration with El-Said Badawi. Attended by many difficulties, long
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