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Algerian medersas. In 1905 he was commissioned to reform the Koranic schools in French West
Africa. His writings inctude Mission scientifique en Tunisie {1882-84), Ethnographie de I'Algérie (1886),
Chrestomathie maghrébine (1891), Lslamisme (1904), and he jointly translated with William Margais
Les Traditions isfamigues (1903-14) as well as classical Arabic textes. He died in Paris on 16
December 1916. DBF: Hommes et dstins, vol. 1, pp. 285-93

Houel, Guy Herbert Henry, bom i 1914, he received a medical doctorate in 1938 from the Université
de Bordeaux for Les Corlico-surrénalemes; étude anatomo-cliriigue: He was in 1951 chief medical

-officer with the Services de-prophylaxie du Maroc, Institut d'hygiéne, Rabat. His writings include La

Lutte antipaludique dans les zones rizicoles du Maroc (Rabat, 1955). BN; Note; NUC, pre-1956

Hough, Wlliam, bom 1884, he graduated from Hulme Grammar School, Manchester, and entered the
Levant Consular Service as a student interpreter in 1904, He served as a consul in the Ottoman Em-
pire and Egypt until 1840, when he became British Commercial Agent at Jerusalem. In 1935 he re-

ceived the Silver Jubilee Medal. He retfired from the Foreign Service in 1944 and died in 1962.
Komrumpf, Who's who, 1932-1962; Who was who, 6

Houghton, John, bom in 1640, he was a London dealer in tea, coffee, chocolate, and other luxuries,
who, for a time, studied at Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, and became a fellow of the Royal
Saciety of London. He died in London in 1705. BLC; DNB

Houille, René, bomn 20th cent., he received a doctorate in 1937 from the Université de Paris for La
politique monétaire de la Turquie depuis 1929. Nuc

Houis, Maurice Pierre, born 1 March 1923 at Saint-Nazaire (Loire-Atlantique), France, he was
associated with the Institut frangais d'Afrique noire, Dakar. He was an anthropologist who received a
doctorate in 1963 from the Université de Paris for Les noms individuels chez les Mosi. His writings
include La Guinée frangaise (1953), Etude descriptive de la langue susu (1963), Anthropologie
linguistique de FAfrigue noire (1971), and Intégrat/on des langues africaines dans une politique
d'enseignement (1978). Unesco

Houminer, Ehud, born 20th cent, at Jerusalem, he was educated at the Hebrew University, Jerusalem,
and the Universily of Pennsylvania. He was a sometime professor at the Graduate School of Business
Administration, Columbia University, New York. Master (1); St&PR, 1991-2004

Hourani, Albert Habib, born 31 March 1915 at Manchester, he grew up in a Christian Lebanese home,

where Arabic was spoken He was educated at Oxford University, where he obtained a degree in
1936. He then had his first concentrated experience of life and work-in the Middle East beginning as
an instructor at the American University of Beirut, followed bi/war—hme employment as a researcher
and analyst by Chatham_House-and- the British Middle East Offices~Cairo, .and finally post-war
assistance to the Arab offices set up to present the Palestinian case to the mtemahonal communiity.

He returned to Oxford in 1948 as a Research Fellow of Magdalen College, and first university lecturer
in the modern histary of the Middle East. In 1958 he moved to St. Antony's Coliege Oxford, as director
of its newly established Middle East Centre, staying there until his retirement in 1980. His writings
include Minorities in the Arab world (1947), Arablc thought in the liberal age (1962), Europe and the
Middle East (1980), The Emergence of the modermn Middle East (1981, and A History of the Arab
peoples (1991), and its translation, Die Geschichte der arabischen Volker (1992). He died in Oxford on
17 January 1993. Abdulaziz A. ai-Sudairi wrote A Vision of the Middle East; an intellectual biography of

Albert Hourani (1999). ConAu, 140; 1JMES, 25 (1993), pp. iv; Index Isfamicus (13); MES, 29 (1993), pp. 370-7%;
Monde arabe dans la recherche scientifique, 1 (1993), pp. 11-13

Hourani, Cecil Amin, bom 6 April 1917 at Manchester, a younger brother of Albert Habib Hourani, he
graduated from Magdelen College, Oxford. From 1946 to 1947 he served as a secretary of the Arab
Office in Washington, D.C. He subsequently was a sometime professor of political science at the
American University of Beirut, and an adviser to the Tunisian president Bourguiba. His writings include
Jerusalem and the world; a case of conscience (1971), The Arab cultural scene (1982), and An
Unfinished odyssey; Lebanon and beyond (1984). ConAu, 129; Note; ZKO

Houram George ‘Fadlo, bomn 3 June 1913 at Manchester, he graduated in 1936 from Oxford
University and received his Ph.D. in 1939 from Princeton University for his thesis Arab navigation in the
Indian Ocean in the ninth and tenth centuries. After serving at a variety of posts, including several in
the Middle East, he was at the Department of Near Eastern Studies, University of Michigan, from 1950
until 1967, when he accepted a position at SUNY, Buffalo, N.Y., where he remained uni! his retirement
in 1983. At the close of his teaching career the latter institution made him a distinguished professor
emeritus of Islamic culture and thought. His writings include Averroes on the harmony of religion and
philosaphy (1961), Islamic rationalism (1971), and Essays on Isfamic philosophy and science (1975).

WOLFGANG BEHN, CONCISE BIOGRAPHICAL COMPANION TO INDEX

ISLAMICUS: AN INTERNATIONAL WHO’S WHO IN ISLAMIC STUDIES FROM ITS
BEGINNINGS DOWN TO THE TWENTIETH CENTURY : BIO-BIBLIOGRAPHICAL

SUPPLEMENT TO INDEX ISLAMICUS, 1665-1980, VOL. II(H-M), LEIDEN 2006.
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The book divides naturally into two parts: theological and philo-
sophical. The main criterion for the order of the articles in each
part has been chronology.

I owe debts of thanks to Mrs. George F. Hourani for graciously
providing me with biographical information about her husband, to
Ms. Margaret AbouHaidar, my Department’s Administrative As- y
sistant and Secretary, for her invaluable help in typing and editing, : George F. Hourani
to my wife, Elizabeth, for reading parts of the manuscript and offering
helpful suggestions, and to the Humanities and Social Sciences Com-
mittee of the Research Board of the University of Toronto for a
grant-in-aid to defray typing and other miscellaneous costs.

Toronto, Canada - . M. E. Marmura
May 1982

A. A Biographical Sketch

George Fadlo Hourani was born in Didsbury, a suburb of Manch-
ester, England, on June 3, 1913. Both his parents were lLebanese,
from the Marjeyoun area in Southern Lebanon, who emigrated to
England and became British subjects. George’s father, Fadlo, came
from a family that had converted: from Greek Orthodoxy to Pres-
byterianism. He studied at the Syrian Protestant College in Beirut
(later to become the American University of Beirut), earning his
B.A. degree in 1891. He then emigrated to Manchester, where he
worked for the rest of his life as an exporting merchant of cotton
piece goods. George’s mother, Sumaya, was the daughter of a Pres-
byterian minister, the Rev. Joachim Racy.

There were six children in the family, three girls, followed by three
boys. George was the oldest of the boys.  The second was Albert,
who was to have ‘a-distinguished career at Oxford University as a
scholar of the modern Middle East. Cecil, ‘the youngest, was for
several years economic adviser to President” Bourguiba of Tunisia
and later a-business consultant for British and American contractors
in Saudi Arabia.

After attéending elementary school in Didsbury where he began
learning Latin, French, and later, Greek, George Hourani won a
scholarship to Mill Hill School in a suburb ‘of London. He spent
five years there, concentrating on Greek and Latin languages and
literature, but also developing, through the influence of some of his
teachers, a keen interest in international affairs, which he never lost.

1
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GEORGE FADLO HOURANI
June 3, 1913-September 19, 1984

MicHAEL E. MARMURA

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO

On SeptemBER 19, 1984, GeorGE FapLo Hourani
died at his home as a result of a heart ailment that had
afflicted him for a number of years. A philosopher
and classicist, as well as an Islamist, his contributions
to scholarship are wide-ranging. In Islamics, he is best
known for his substantial contributions to the history
of medieval Islamic theology (ka/am) and philosophy.
As a philosopher, his main interest was ethics, to which
he contributed an important book. This interest was
not confined to ethical theory; he was concerned with
practical moral issues as his public lectures and essays
on current affairs attest. His personal qualities left
a deep impression on those who knew him. Kindness,
rationality and an inherent fair-mindedness character-
ized his day to day conduct. He was an unassuming,
dedicated scholar, and like Chaucer’s clerk of Oxen-
ford “gladly wolde he lerne and gladily teche.”

George Hourani was born on June 3, 1913 in
Didsbury, a suburb of Manchester, to Lebanese par-
ents from the Marjeyoun area who had immigrated
to England and become British subjects. Fadlo, the
father, took his B.A. degree in 1891 from the Syrian
Protestant College (which later became the American
University of Beirut). The family had been Greek

 Orthodox, but converted to Presbyterianism. George’s

mother, Sumaya, was the daughter of a Presbyterian
minister, the Rev. Joachim Racy. The family emigrated

" to Manchester, where the father worked as an export-
.ing merchant of cotton piece goods.

The fourth of six children, George Hourani had

“three older sisters and two younger brothers, Albert

and Cecil. (Albert was to follow a distinguished
academic career at Oxford as a scholar of the modern
Middle East. Cecil was for a number of years econormic
adviser to President Bourguiba of Tunisia and later
became a business consultant for American and Brit-
ish contractors in the Arab world.) George attended
elementary school at Didsbury where he began learn-
ing Latin, French and Greek. He won a scholarship to
Mill Hill School in a suburb of London where he
concentrated on Greek and Latin languages and liter-
atures and where he developed, through the influence

of some of his teachers, a keen interest in interna-
tional affairs, an interest he never lost. He then went
to Balliol College, Oxford, after winning a fellowship
in classics,

His undergraduate years at Oxford (1932~36) meant
preparing for the examinations of the honours B.A. in
Literae Humaniores. This involved the study of clas-
sical literary texts, Greek and Roman history and
modern philosophy. His tutors included Cyril Baily,
Horace Mynors, D. J. Allen and A.D. Lindsay,
and he had lectures from Lindsay, R. C. Collingwood,
H. H. Price, Hugh Last, Gilbert Murray, among
others. During these undergraduate years, he was
active in a small liberal club. In the summer of 1933,
he visited Germany. The enthusiasm for the new Nazi
regime he witnessed there jarred his liberal sensibilities
and innate rationality. During the summer of 1934 he
visited Lebanon, staying with relatives and making
short trips to Palestine and Egypt. One result of his
Near Eastern trip was his article, “Syria under the
French Mandate,” that was critical of French rule. It
was published in the November 1935 issue of the Con-
temporary Review.

His trip to the Near East influenced his decision to
continue his graduate stidies in the Department of
Oriental Studies at Princeton University, He was also
encouraged to pursue this academic course by Pro-
fessor Philip Hitti. In preparation for his graduate
studies in a new field, he spent the summer of 1936
teaching himself Arabic and studying Near Eastern
history. He then spent seven months in Beirut, auditing
courses at the American University of Beirut and con-
tinuing with his study of Arabic. His graduate studies
at Princeton commenced in 1937 and, through hard
work, was able to obtain his doctoral degree in 1939,
the title of his dissertation being “Arab navigation in
the Indian Ocean in the 9th and 10th centuries A.D.”

A teaching position as lecturer at the Government
Arab College in Jerusalem, Palestine followed, where
in 1939 he began teaching Classics, logic and the his-
tory of philosophy. Before assuming his teaching
duties, he spent the summer of 1939 in Lebanon, There
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\\ X’\ \ Q-\ 2 1 %e{ \ S 10w Fadlo Hourani’nin babasi Fadlo, Yunan ortodox mezhebinden
Of %y\&—e\ wgiiern 0 Presbyterianism mezhebine gegmis bir aileden gelmektedir. O,
.. \ g 6 . Beyrut'taki Syrian Protestant College’den 1891 yilinda B.A.
| \,& 'L@Q)f} . \63 . : derecesi ile mezun olduktan sonra Manchester'e go¢ etmis ve
\ gw - / : hayatinin geri kalan kismini orada gegirmistir. Annesi Siimeyye

‘ ise Presbyterian papaz olan Joachim Racy’nin kizidir'.

D ;\} v A 2"1 153 Hourani, Ugii erkek iicii kiz olmak tizere alt cocuklu bir ai-

’ , leye mensuptur. O, erkeklerin en biiyagiidiir. {kinci kardes olan
Albert, Oxford Universitesinde modern Ortadogu aragtirmacisi
olarak tistiin bir derece elde etmistir. En gencleri olan Cecil ise
bir kag yil Tunus devlet bagkan: Burgiba’min ekonomi danis-

1 Islamic Theology and Philosophy: Studies in Honor of George F. Hourani
{ed. Michael E. Marmura) State University of New York Press, Albany
1984, s. 1-10; Michael E. Marmura, “George Fadlo Hourani®, Journal of
the American Oriental society, 105/ 1(1985), S. 3-6; R. S. Humphreys,
“George F. Hourani, 1913-1984 “, MESA Bulletin, XIX/1 (1985), S. 153-
154.; ithan Kutluer, “Hourani, George Fadlo” Tirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam
Ansiklopedisi, Istanbul 1998, XVIII, 256-257.
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Jerusalem. Nine of the amulets and all of the bowls are published here for the first time. All but
two of the amulets are in Jewish Aramaic (no. 4 is in Hebrew and no. 6 in Syriac; the latter is the
text originally published by Dupont-Sommer in the monograph with the misleading title L
doctrine gnostique de la lestre “Waw" d'aprés une lamelle araméenne inédite). Two of the bowls are
in Syriac, while the remainder are in Jewish Aramaic. Each text is accompanied by a facing
translation and a commentary. The reading and the interpretation of these texts is often
problematical; in both respects the editors have shown themselves judicious and they have
eschewed any extravagant claims based on uncertain readings: indeed, in their commentary
they have suggested many clear improvements on the reading of previously publshed texis
Photographs of all the texts apart from one are provided.

“The authors have also written a valuable introduction, covering all the main aspects of the
texts, and at the end have given samples of some magic texts from the Cairo Geniza, followed by
the bibliography, glossary, indexes and plates.

Despite their unattractive character, these texts contain much that is of interest. For the
student of Aramaic here are texts, sometimes of known provenance and date, which throw some
useful sidelight on the development of the Aramaic dialects in the [Vth to YIIth centuries A.D.;
while for the historian of religion this collection offers insights on popular religion during the
period which produced the Talmudim. Amulet 15 and Bowis 12A and 12B constitute 2
particularly intriguing group of texts, not only for the welcome light they shed on the
interrelationship between Syro-Palestinian and Babylonian magical traditions, but also because
they are witnesses to a “historiola” which circulates as well in medieval Christian texts in a
variety of different languages, associated with the figure of St. Sisinios. Several of the texts
incorporate biblical allusions or short quotations (often in an abnormal orthography), and one
was surprisingly written for the protection of a rabbi.

The book is well produced and the plates are of good quality.

S. P. Brock

[NTRODUCTION TO QUR'ANIC SCRIPT. By SYED BARAKAT AHMAD. pp. xii, 172. London, Curzon
Press, 1985. £10.50.

Introduction to Quranic script *is a programmed book in which the Arabic script is presented
in a series of steps” (p. 3). Its purpose is to teach how toread the Arabic script and more precisely
the Naskh of the Quran. It is aimed principally at non-Arab Muslims, although the author hopes
that “the non-Muslim student will find this book not only refreshingly different ... but also,
because of its use of material from the Qur’in, can learn something more than any one book on
script can teach™ (pp. 2-3). The Indo-Pakistani bias is evident throughout the book; mainly
because of the choice of the script — Mangiiri Naskh — that is, the script generally employed for
the Qurians printed in India. For those interested in Istamic calligraphy this feature is most
certainly welcome.

The Introduction is divided into 30 lessons, followed by an Explanatory note (pp. 154-7),
Appendix (pp. 158-166) — dealing with the variants in the Persian and Urdu scripts - and
Transliteration of practice text (pp. 167-172). Each lesson introduces a number of words used in
the Qur'in, thus making it possibie for the learner to acquire a basic vocabulary. The lessons are
well programmed and easy to follow. Although to teach the art of writing and tajwid is not the
aim of this book, quite a lot of information on these subjects is provided. Very useful is the
chapter on the punctuation of the Quran (pp. 104-110). Also included is a short survey of major
Arabic scripts (pp. 119-134).

The book is richly illustrated. The Arabic text was calligraphed by Muhammad Wajihat
‘Uthmani. There are also specimens of calligraphy of such masters as Muhammad ‘Abd al-"Ali
Asi Madrasi (pp. 92-3, 95, 114, 118, 166), Munziir Muhammad (pp. 124, 127, 129), Hifiz Saghir
Abmad Malmali (pp. 139-152), Muhammad Shams al-Din {p. 162) and Mirzi Nir Ahmad
{p. 163).
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Apart from some minor imperfections and inconsistencies such as diacritical marks n
iranstiteration and dates after personal names, one major error has to be pointed out, liconcerns
the difference between Rug'ah {Turkish Rig'ah) and Riga' (p. 133), which are two totally diﬁ;rgm
scripts. The Rug'ahis a script used throughout the Arab world for the normal purposes of writing
(see e.g. T. F. Mitchell, Writing Arabic: a practical introduction to Rug'ah script. Oxford, .1?53).
The Riga', although from the linguistic point of view a plural of rug‘ah, is one of the traditional
six scripts (al-agiam al-sittah).

Having made these criticisms, it ought to be pointed out that the book is well presgnted and a
good buy. Furthermore, the inclusion of so many specimens of calligraphy gives it an extra
dimension.

ADaM GACEK

IsLaMiC THEOLOGY AND PHILOSOPHY : STUDIES IN HoNoUR oF GEORGE F. HOURANIL Edited by
MicHAEL E. MARMURA. pp. viii, 339. Albany, N.Y., State University of New York Press, 1984.

The name of Professor George Fadlo Hourani is familiar to every student of Islamic
philosophy. but it is not only for such books as Isiamic Rationalism: The Ethics of ‘Abd al-Jabbar
{Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1971) and his critical edition of Ibn Rushd's Kitab Fagsl al-Muqal
(Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1959) that he is well known. His first book, in fact, dealt with quite another
iheme, being entitled Arab Seafaring in the Indian Ocean in Ancient and Early Medieval Times
{(Princeton University Press, 1951). In the present Festschrift an international team of scholars
has contributed a series of articles to honour Professor Hourani who died in 1984. The 17
contributions are arranged in two main sections, theological and philosophical and the articles
are ordered in each section chronologically. Most of the well-known names in each field appear:
. Van Ess writes on Abi'l-Hudhayl while R. M. Frank examines the Ash‘arite analysis of bodies
and atoms. Fr. Georges C. Anawati concludes the theological section with an interesting study
of the words Rahman and Rahim in one of Fakhr al-Din ai-Razi's works. The second part
allocated to Theology commences with a survey of the “Isma'ili and Druze Cosmogony In
Relation to Plotinus and Aristotle™ by Sami N. Makarem. 1bn Sind and 1bn Rushd provide meat
for articles from a well-known group of scholars including Majid Fakhry, A. L. Ivry, and Muhsin
Mahdi. F. Shehadi rounds off the volume with a piece on Ibn Khaldin in which the great
historian is examined in the context of such themes as theism, mysticism and scientific history.
In conclusion, the majority of the articles in this volume are, by and large, substantal, well-
researched and well-written. They will have given pleasure both to the recipient of the
Festschrift and the specialist scholar of slamic philosophy and theology.

1AN RICHARD NETTON

AL-FARABI ON THE PERFECT STATE: ABU Nask AL-FARABI'S MABADI' ARA’ AHL AL-MADINA AL-
FADILA. A revised text with introduction, translation and commentary by RICHARD WALZER.
pp. viii, 569. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1985. £45.00.

This edition and translation of Farabi's most famous work, whose title is usually abbreviated
in English to The Virtuous City, has been eagerly awaited. Richard Walzer died in 1975. The long
delay in the production of a work which, we are told, was left in manuscript form “ready for
publication™ (and has clearly been seen through the press by Dr. Gerhard Endr;ss) is something
of a mystery. The delay is the more reprehensible in that it has not been used fruitfally Lo prevent
what is, in fact, a production disaster. | shall return to this point in a moment. Farabiis Is}u_m‘s
first and, pace Ibn Sina, perhaps greatest Islamic Neoplatonist. He is certainly more original
than his successor who leaned heavily upon him. Firabiin The Virtuous City produced a work
“writien by a philosopher gua philosopher™. His intention, again o use Walzer's inwroductory
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~ On Sertemper 19, 1984, George FabprLo Hourant
'died at his home as a result of a heart ailment that had
afflicted him for a number of years. A philosopher
and classicist, as well as an Islamist, his contributions
to scholarship are wide-tanging. In Islamics, he is best
known for his substantial contributions to the history
of medicval Islamic theology (ka/dm) and philosophy.
As a philosopher, his main interest was ethics, to which
he contributed an important book. Thi$ intercst was
not confined to ethical theory; he was concerned with
practical moral issues as his public lectures and essays
on current affairs attest, His personal qualities left
8 deep impression on those who knew him. Kindness,
rationality and an inherent fair-mindedness character-
ized his day to day conduct. He was an unassuming,
dedicated scholar, and like Chaucer’s clerk of Oxen-
ford “gladly wolde he lerne and giadily teche.™

George Hourani was horn on June 3, 1913 in
Didshury, 4 suburb of Manchester, (o Lebanese par-
ents from the Marjeyoun area who had immigrated

-to England and become British subjects, Fadlo, the
father, took his B.A. degree in 1891 from the Syrian
Protestant College (which later became the American
University of Beirut). The family had been Greek
Orthodox, but converted to Presbyterianism. George's
mother, Sumayn, was the daughter of a Preshyterian
minister, the Rev, Joachim Racy. The family emigrated
to Manchester, where the father worked as an export-
ing merchant of cotton piece goods.

The fourth of six children, George Hourani had
three older sisters and two younger brothers, Albert
and Cecil. (Albert was to follow a distinguished
academic career at Oxford as a scholar of the medern
Middle East. Cecil was for a number of years economic
adviser to President Bourguiba of Tunisia and later
becarne a business consultant for American and Brit-
ish contractors in the Arab world.) George attended
elementary school at Didsbury where he began learn-
ing Latin, French and Greek. He won a scholarship to
Mill Hill School in a suburb of London where he
concentrated on Greek and Latin languages and liter-
atures and where he developed, through the influence

TUZEY

of some of | his teachers, a keen ipterest in interna-
tional affairs, an interest he never lost. He then went
to Batliol (‘fﬁllegc‘ Oxford, after winning n lellowship
in classics. |

His undergraduate years at Oxford (1932-36) meant
preparing for the examinations of the honours B.Ain
Literae Humaniores. This involved! the study of clas-
sical literary texts, Greck and Roman history and
modern phijosophy. His tutors indluded Cyril Baily,
Horace Mynors, ID.J. Allen and A. D). Lindsay,
and he had lectures from Lindsay. R. C. Collingwood,
H. H. Pricd, Hugh Last, Gilbert Murray, among
others. During these undergraduate years, he was
active in a small liberal club. In the summer of 1933,
he visited Germany. The enthusiasth for the new Nazi
regime he witnessed there jarred his liberal sensibilities
and innate rationality. Nuring the gummecr of 1934 he
visited Lebanon, staying with relatives and making
short trips to Palestine and Fpypt] One result of his
Near Eastern trip was his article,! “Syria under the
French Mandate,” that was critical of French rule. It
was published in the November 1935 issue of the Con-
temporary Review.

His teip to the Near East influenged his decision to
continue his graduate studies in liwc Department of
Oriental Studies at Princeton Univdrsity. He was also
encouraged to pursue this academic course by Pro-
fessor Philip Hitti. In prcpamtion‘ for his graduate
studies in a new field, he spent the summer of 1936
teaching himself Arabic and studying Near Eastern
history. He then spent seven months in Beirut, auditing
courses at the American University of Beirut and con-
tinuing with his study of Arabic. His graduate studies
at Princeton commenced in 1937 and, through hard
work, was able to obtain his doctofal degree in 1939,
the title of his dissertation being “Arab navigation in
the Indian Ocean in the 9th and {{1h centuries A.n."

A teaching position as lecturer at the Government
Arab College in Jerusalem, Palestine followed. where
in 1939 he began teaching Classics, logic and the his-
tory of philosophy. Before assuming his teaching
duties, he spent the summer of 1939 in Lebanon. There
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GEORGE FADLO HOURANI
June 3, 1913-September 19, 1984

MicHAEL E. MARMURA

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO

ON SepTEMBER 19, 1984, GEORGE FADLO HOURANI
died at his home as a result of a heart ailment that had
afflicted him for a number of years. A philosopher
and classicist, as well as an Islamist, his contributions
to scholarship are wide-ranging. In Islamics, he is best
known for his substantial contributions to the history
of medieval Islamic theology (kalam) and philosophy.
As a philosopher, his main interest was ethics, to which
he contributed an important book. This interest was
not confined to ethical theory; he was concerned with
practical moral issues as his public lectures and essays
on current affairs attest. His personal qualities left
a deep impression on those who knew him. Kindness,
rationality and an inherent fair-mindedness character-
ized his day to day conduct. He was an unassuming,
dedicated scholar, and like Chaucer’s clerk of Oxen-
ford “gladly wolde he lerne and gladily teche.”

George Hourani was born on June 3, 1913 in
Didsbury, a suburb of Manchester, to Lebanese par-
ents from the Marjeyoun area who had immigrated
to England and become British subjects. Fadlo, the
father, took his P.A. degree in 1831 from the Syrian
Protestant College (which later became the American
University of Beirut). The family had been Greek
Orthodox, but converted to Presbyterianism. George’s
mother, Sumaya, was the daughter of a Presbyterian
minister, the Rev. Joachim Racy. The family emigrated
to Manchester, where the father worked as an export-
ing merchant of cotton piece goods.

The fourth of six children, George Hourani had
three older sisters and two younger brothers, Albert
and Cecil. (Albert was to follow a distinguished
academic career at Oxford as a scholar of the modern
Middle East. Cecil was for a number of years economic
adviser to President Bourguiba of Tunisia and later
became a business consultant for American and Brit-
ish contractors in the Arab world.) George attended
elementary school at Didsbury where he began learn-
ing Latin, French and Greek. He won a scholarship to
Mill Hill School in a suburb of London where he
concentrated on Greek and Latin languages and liter-
atures and where he developed, through the influence

of some of his teachers, a keen interest in interna-
tional affairs, an interest he never lost. He then went
to Balliol College, Oxford, after winning a fellowship
in classics.

His undergraduate years at Oxford (1932--36) meant
preparing for the examinations of the honours B.A. in
Literae Humaniores. This involved the study of clas-
sical literary texts, Greek and Roman "history and
modern philosophy. His tutors included Cyril Baily,
Horace Mynors, D.J. Allen and A.-D. Lindsay,
and he had lectures from Lindsay, R. C. Collingwood,
H. H. Price, Hugh Last, Gilbert Murray, among
others. During these undergraduate years, he was
active in a small liberal club. In the summer of 1933,
he visited Germany. The enthusiasm for the new Nazi
regime he witnessed there jarred his liberal sensibilities
and innate rationality. During the summer of 1934 he
visited Lebanon, staying with relatives and making
short trips to Palestine and Egypt. One result of his
Near Eastern trip was his article, “Syria under the
French Mandate,” that was critical of French rule, |t

- was published in the November 1935 issue of the Con-

temporary Review.

His trip to the Near East influenced his decision to
continue his graduate studies in the Department of
Oriental Studies at Princeton University. He was also
encouraged to pursue this academic course by Pro-
fessor Philip Hitti. In preparation for his graduate
studies in a new field, he spent the summer of 1936
teaching himself Arabic and studying Near Eastern
history. He then spent seven months in Beirut, auditing
courses at the American University of Beirut and con-
tinuing with his study of Arabic. His graduate studies
at Princeton commenced in 1937 and, through hard
work, was able to obtain his doctoral degree in 1939,
the title of his dissertation being “Arab navigation in
the Indian Ocean in the 9th and 10th centuries A.p.”

A teaching position as lecturer at the Government
Arab College in Jerusalem, Palestine followed, where
in 1939 he began teaching Classics, logic and the his-
tory of philosophy. Before assuming his teaching
duties, he spent the summer of 1939 in Lebanon. There
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OBITUARY

- GEORGE F. HOURANI
1913-1984

ON the morning of September 19, 1984, George Hourani passed away
quietly at his home in Williamsville, New York. Just a few days previously,
he had sent the corrected manuscript of a new book (Reason and Tradition ™~
wn Islamic Ethics) to the Cambridge University Press. He died as he had
lived—a devoted scholar, for whom philosophy was no mere academic
subject, but rather a commitment to a way of life.

George Hourani was born in Manchester, England, the oldest of three
sons of Fadlo and Sumaya Hourani. He entered Oxford in 1932, receiving
a B.A. with honors in philosophy and in Classical literature and history
in 1936. After a year in Lebanon, he entered Princeton’s Department of
Oriental Studies in 1937, taking his Ph.D. in 1939. In the same year, he
was named a lecturer at the Government Arab College in Jerusalem, where
he would remain until 1948. Many of his students there were to become
outstanding scholars in their own right, and he always took a quiet but
genuine pride in their achievements and in his work with them. Throughout
his entire career, in fact, Hourani was a warm advocate of his Arab students,
whose worth and promise seemed to him undervalued in this country. If
that situation has now changed so markedly, it is owing in large part to
his efforts and those of scholars like him. :

George Hourani's Jerusalem years brought an even more important
miléstone in his life, for in 1940 he married Celeste Habib in Heliopolis,
Egypt. Her energy and wonderful vivacity were the perfect complement to
his very British manners, and their devotion to each other was a quality
widely noted and deeply cherished among their friends.

In 1950, Hourani was invited to join the Department of Near East-
ern Studies at the University of Michigan, and there he remained untii
1967, when he went to the Department of Philosophy at SUNY-Buffalo. His
tenure at Michigan and Buffalo saw some frustrations, but many achieve-
ments as well. Hourani was one of the earliest of the small band of scholars
who established Middle Eastern and Islamic studies as a significant field
of university study in this country during the 1950s and early 1960s. By
the time he went to Buffalo, the period of growth was almost over, but
he found his role in the Department of Philosophy there a very rewarding
one. From 1976 to 1980 he was chairman, a task which he acquitted with
distinction in spite of severe budgetary problems and his own fragile health.

In 1951 Hourani published a revised version of his dissertation as Arab
Seafaring in the Indian Ocean—a work whose caliber is demonstrated by
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