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al-Hira

Al-Hira was the capital of the Arab
principality of the Lakhmids or Nasrids
(c. 300 to 602 C.E.). Located near present-
day Najaf, in Irag, the site began to attract
nomad settlers taking advantage of the
power vacuum resulting from the turmoil
in the early third century C.E. between
_ the decline of the Arsacids and the rise of
the Sasanids. Simultaneous changes in the
ecosystem and microclimate also favoured
the establishment of the aty in an area
that had now become fertile and salubri-
ous. The decline of Palmyra in the late
third century might also have facilitated
al-Hira’s rise as commercial hub.

Al-Hira consisted of fortified family cas-
tles (qusiir), built of adobe and fired brick
and surrounded by gardens, palm trees,
and fields. These buildings were scattered
over twenty-ive square kilometres and
were not enclosed by a wall, following
Arab urban models like those of Yathrib
(ater called Medina) and early Mecca.
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AL-HIRA

The sources also mention numerous
churches and monasteries, thus highlight-
ing the relevance and wealth of the local
Christians. Only a few of these remains
have been investigated; a preliminary
archaeological campaign in the 1930s is
still our main point of reference.

The origins of the local Christian com-
munity, the ‘Tbad, apparenty go back
to the fourth century C.E. Al-Hira was
2 bishopric continuously from 410 C.E.
until the tenth century, when the city
fell into decline. The bishop was directly
subordinate to the metropolis in Ctesi-
phon; in consequence, the Hiran ecclesi-
astical authorities followed the dogmatic
“Nestorian” orientation of the Persian
church. Syriac sources frequently men-
tion the presence of Miaphysite mission-
aries and ascetics in the sixth century, but
the Lakhmid rulers remained pagan until
about 590 C.E., when the last king of the
dynasty, al-Nu‘man III b. al-Mundhir
(r. c. 580-602 G.E.), was baptised.

The evidence for the presence of other
religious communities is nebulous. The
local pagan Arab divinity was al-Zuhra
(= Zuhara, Venus), but we have only
contradictory information about cultic
traditions. There was a Manichean mis-
sion in the late third century C.E., and it
may be that the presence of Manicheans
fostered the later establishment of a Chris-
tian community. About Jews there is only
scarce information.

The ethnic composition of the popula-
tion was diverse. The majority consisted
of settled Arabs, but there were also
Aramaean peasants and Persian noble-
men. The languages spoken and written
included variants of pre-classical Arabic,
Aramaic dialects, and Pahlavi. Biogra-
phies such as those of the Arab poet ‘Adt
b. Zayd, who frequented the Sasamd
court and was a Syriac Christian, attest to

The Encyclopaedia of Islam Three, 20 16-5, Leiden: E. J.
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Late Antique Iran and the Arabs: The Case of al-Hira*-

Isabel Toral-Nichoff

Freie Universitit Berlin

Abstract

This article reevaluates our evidence for the interaction of Arab and Iranian elements in the
Arab frontier-state of al-Hira, a state in late antiquity, which can be seen as a paradigmaric
“third space” of special cultural dynamics. First, it sums up our evidence about the political and
commercial ties connecting the Lakhmid principality and the Sasanian Empire; next, it focuses
on the possible agents of cultural exchange between the two; finally, we direct our attention to
the cultural spheres themselves and the issue of where and how Iranian-Arab transculturation as
a process can be detected in the Hiran context. The article argues for a cautious reassessment
of the material in light of current research in cultural studies. This is significant in its wider
historical perspective, as such a process might have prepared the path for later developments
in Islamic times, when the apogee of Arab-Iranian interaction is supposed to have taken place,
i.e., in Abbasid Iraq. '

Keywords
Constantine legend, Lakhmids, al-Hira, Nu‘man b. al-Mundhir

Al-Hira: A Multicultural City

The city of al-Hira, the capital of the principality of the Arab Lakhmids
(ca. 300 until 602 CE), was one of the main Arab urban hubs in late antiquity
(besides Mekka, Najran, and Yathrib). It was situated along the Northeastern
periphery of the Arabian Peninsula, more specifically on the West Bank of the
Euphrates, in the large Roman-Sasanian frontier-zone, between the Syrian
Desert and the fertile flood plain of Mesopotamia. Here the cultural spheres
of Rome, Iran, Arabia and the Syrian world interacted and overlapped.
This resulted in a cultural hybridity that is reflected in the multiple ethnic
composition of the Hiran population, which was composed of a mixture of

* The author has prepared an exhaustive monograph, entitled A/-Hira. Eine arabische Kultur-
metropole im spitantiken Kontext (forthcoming, BRILL, in prin), which elaborates on the cul-

tural and political history of the Lakhmids and the themes discussed here.

© Koninldijke Brill NV, Leiden, 2013 DOI; 10.1163/18747167-12341252
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Greg Fisher and Philzli) Wood _

Writfmg the Histosy ﬁf the “Persian Arabs”: The Pre-Islamic Perspecti've
on the “Nagrids” of al-Hirah ' ' : '

Modern scbolarsh;'p on Arabs in the pre—[slamifferiod bas fbcus?d’ on Rome's Arab allies
—the so-called “Jafnids” or “Ghassinids” with miich less attention paid to Persia’s Arab
allies, the so-called “Nasrid” or “Lakbmid” dynasty of Arab leaders at al-Hirah in Iraq.

This article examines select pre-Islamic sources for the Persian Arabs, showing that even -

with the meager evidence available to us, and the lack of archaeological material, it is
possible to draw a relatively complex portrait of the Persian Arabs. This article situates
the Persian Avabs as important figures in some key .themes and phenomena of late
antiquity, such as the growth of Christian communities, the conflict between Rome
and Persia, and the struggle for influence in the Arabian peninsula.

Keywords: Arabs; Christianity; Islam; Persia; Sasanians; Roman-Persian War; Arabian
peninsula '

Introduction

Roughly between the end of the third century and the beginning of the seventh, the
Sasanian Persian Empire supported a group of Arab allies, usually called the “Lakh-
mids” or the “Nasrids,” and assumed to have been based at al-Hirah in Iraq. The
sources for their history and activities are unevenly balanced between the pre-
Islamic and the Islamic periods: a very small corpus of information from writers
within the Roman Empire and inscriptions from Arabia is overshadowed by a
much more extensive corpus of post-Roman material, provided, for example, by
Muslim writers such as al-Tabari, whose T/rikh preserved the work of Hisham ibn
al-Kalbi, or al-Baladhuri, whose Furih-al-Buldin discusses al-Hirah. Gustav Rothstein
relied on this latter substantial collection of sources to write the first modern history of
the “Lakhmids” in 1899, mirroring the work produced by Theodor Noldeke for the
Arabs allied with the Roman Empire. The Muslim material has provided a rich por-
trait: genealogies of the Lakhmid kings, discussions of court politics, and intriguing,
but uncorroborated, arguments for the development of the Arabic script at al-
Hirah.! In all, it is an expansive and deailed record of pre-Islamic Arab civilization,

Greg Fisher is an Associate Professor in theHistory. Department at the Cirleron University in
Canada, Philip Wood is an Associate Professor in the Aga Khan University—Institute for the Study
of Muslim Civilizations in the United Kingdom.

© 2016 The International Socicty for Iranian Studies Routledge
Taylor & Francis Group

P




. '11439 Lammens, H. La Badia et la
. ~ Hira sous les Omaiyyades. Un mota
. A - . propos de Méatth. MUS] 4 (1910}, pp.
L :
i
535. Kister, M. J. ‘Al-Hira—Some Notes on its Relation with Arabia’. iR P

AREA; 1968; 15: 143-69.

g 1 ‘ﬁ“"ﬁ 25364 KISTER, M. “Al-Hira: some notes on its.
_ : %K\ v ‘ relations with Arabia.” Arabica 15, no. 2 (1968) .
: Yy e C 14360, ‘
LAHMIDS: | 26 KASIM 198 | SR

: ( . . .
' i i den in al-Hi- o
TEIN, G.: Die Dynastle_der Lahm} L-
ROTIl-'Ii' eir’le versnch zur arabisch-persischen Gesc;u_ W s
ch%e sur Zeit der Sasaniden von... Gustav Roths
tein. Berlin, Reuther, 1899. ‘VI, 152 p.




: N
W o8

}:ia,g,,ﬂﬁyrx %%;ﬁﬂ%wg v § M:«mﬁ.? CEAL g 718 917

e P A el KT e
(AT Al T A
G

HIRAH al-, an Arab town of the early Middle-Ages, near the site of
Babylon, frequently mentioned by the Arab chroniclers and poets. The
name is derived from the Syriac word Herta (enclosure), which denot-
ed a semi-permanent Bedouin camp. Arabic annals ascribe the foun-
dation of al-Hirah to Nebuchadnezzar (VIth cent. B.C.) but most
probably it developed around the Ilnd cent. A.D. from one of the
temporary settlements of some clans belonging to the Tanikh* con-
federacy of tribes. Attracting a mixed population of Bedouin shepherds
and half-nomadic desert traders and artisans, it gradually grew into a
prosperous, urban trading center, whose nucleus formed a closely
coherent Christian community of a comparatively higher cultural
level, the so-called ‘Ibdd*. Toward the end of the IIIrd century the
Lakhmid* princes chose the town as their residence, thus making it the
political focus of the whole region west and south of the Euphrates. In
the Vth cent. it became the seat of the Nestorian* ‘Bishop of the Arabs’,
whose jurisdiction extended asfar as Mosul and comprised the Tantikh
Tayyi’*, Aqilah*, Taghlib* and a number of minor tribes. Owing to
the educational influence of the clergy and the impulse which came
from the court of the luxury-loving Lakhmid rulers, al-Hirah’s rep-
utation as a fertile soil for the works of poets, men of letters, artists and
craftsmen spread far beyond the boundaries of the Lakhmid Kingdom.
A special term, ‘Hiriyah’, came into current use for the architectural
style created by the builders of al-Hirah’s royal palaces and castles,
such as the much praised Khawarnag*, and of the houses of its wealthy
merchants. It was still fashionable after al-Hirah’s decline and copied,
according to Arab records in the construction of Caliph Mutawakkil's
(847-61) palace at Samarra. Recent excavations of some mounds at the
site of al-Hirah brought to light besides a number of private houses
following mainly the Persian system, two large churches of rectangular

plan, built of mud bricks, with plastered floors and wall paintings in
bright colours, showing crosses, small birds and patterns of circles of
essentially Sassanian character. Also unearthed was much fine pottery
and a large variety of interesting stucco decorations belonging to the
‘steep-cut” (Tiefendunkel) type.

In the VIIIth century al-Hirah began to lose its importance following
the foundation of al-Kifah, separated from al-Hirah by a stretch of
open, never inhabited land called Miltat. After the Xth century al-
Hirah is no more mentioned.
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" suburbs. Their relations with their mountain kinsmen

"of Ataide attacked the town on 23 April 1515, but

-=HIPPOCRATES [see Supplement, s.v. BUKRAT].
—HIPPODROME [see MAYDAN].
~— HIPPOLOGY [see BAYTAR, FARAS, FURUSIYYA].

E ENCYCLEOPAEDIA OF ISLAM [New Edition], Yolll, 171 LEIDEN, pp.
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vedly to the Marinids, and for -a long period played
an important political and fiscal part in South
Morocco. It was among them that sultan Abi ‘Inin
found refuge and solace, in 759/1358, before his
death. Their representatives acted as more or less
independent viziers under the Marinid princes who
were appointed as governors of Marrikush and its
neighbourhood. One of these, “Amir, had a distin-
guished career (Ibn al-Khatib wrote his praises) and
ruled at his pleasure over vast territories. Intoxicated
by power, he married the widow of a sultan and
finally led a revolt. He was besieged in his mountains,
captured after a long siege, brought to Fas and
flogged to death in 771/1370. In conformity with an
old Berber tradition, his family did not lose its
authority but continued to command the town and
the tribe. Funerary inscriptions found at Marrakush,
in the royal metropolis of the Kasaba, confirm that
at the very time when the Portuguese settled at Safi,
the kings of Marrikush were the actual descendants
of the Hintiti shaykhks. From Portuguese sources we
can see that, when the Marinids finally lost their
authority, the chiefs of the Hintata received a share
of the power thus vacated in South Morocco and
quietly established themselves in the ruined Kasaba.
The same sources confirm that, even at the time of
their fullest power, the *‘kings of Marrakush® never
bad any great authority outside the town and its

were far from cordial, and they won no renown in
their encounters with the Portuguese who, after the
conquest of Azammir [¢.v.], had made Marrikush
the avowed object of their ambitions. Nuno Fernandes

unsuccessfully, as a result of the help brought to the
town’s defence by the Sa‘did sharifs. Ten years later
these same Sa‘dids seized Marrakush for themselves
by securing the assassination of the last known
Hintati amir, Mubammad b. al-Nasir B&-Shantaf.
From that date, the Hintata vanished from Moroccan
history. Even their name has disappeared.
Bibliography: R. Montagne, Les Berbéres et le
Makhzen dans le Sud du Maroc, Paris 1930; P. de
Cénival, Les émirs des Hintata, *'rois” de Marrakech,
in Hesp., xxiv[4 (1937), which gives the complete
historical bibliography; H. Terrasse, Histoire du
Maroc, 2 vols., Casablanca 1949-50; Ahmad al-Na-
siri, K. al-Istiksd, new edition Casablanca 1954-6,
vols. ii, iii and iv; French trams. by A. Graulle,
G. S. Colin and 1. Hamet, in AM, xxxi (1925) and
xxxii (x927); G. Deverdun, Inscriptions arabes de
Marrakech, Rabat 1956; idem, Marrakech, des
origines ¢ 19rz, Rabat 1959; A. Huici, Historia
politica del Imperio almohade, 2 vols., Tetuan 1957;
Sources snédites, 1st series, Portugal, in the index
published with vol. v {R. Ricard), Paris 1955.
(G. DEVERDUN)

HIRA’ alsc written HARA®, and without hamza),
2 mountain three Arabian miles to the north-east of
Mecca, often mentioned along with another mountain
opposite, Thabir [g.v.]. It was near the shi%b or
quarter of the family of al-Akhnas, on the left of the
pilgrim road to ‘Irik. '

Muhammad is said to have been in the habit of
spending a month each year in a cave on Hira’
engaged in (lahannuth, presumably some form of
religious devetion, and to have been visited here by

an angel (Ibn Hisham, 152; cf. Tabari, i, 11471,
1155); this experience is sometimes identified with |

the beginning of revelation; and hence the present
name Djabal al-Nir, ‘“The Mountain of Light”. He
is also said to have gone to Hira® on his return from
the visit to al-Ta%f in about A.D. 620, and to have
waited there until he was assured of protection in
Mecca (Ibn Hishdm, 251).
Bibliography: Yakat, MuSdiam, ii, 228;
F. Wiistenfeld, Chroniken der Stadt Mekka, i, 426,
493; i, 447, iv, 332; Ali Bey, Travels, ii, 65;
Burckhardt, Fravels sn Arabia, i, 3201.
(T H. WEIR-[W. MoNTGOMERY WATT])
\, name of the capital of the Lakh-

g.v.).

The name is comparable with Syriac hirtd “en-
campment”, and the locality was no doubt so
named from having been at first a camp settlement;
several of the legends about the beginnings of Hira,
summarized in Yakat's MuSdiam al-buldan, imply
that this was so. This sense of the word is not extant
in classical Arabic, but is found in the Epigraphic
South Arabian krt/hyrt (see A. F. L. Beeston in Le
Muséon, n.s. Ixvii (1954), 311-3), while the Classical
lexica record analogous senses for the verb takayyara
{= akdma) and the noun hayr.

: (A. F. L. BEESTON)
The facts of geography—salubrious air, a fertile

neighbouring region, and proximity to the Euphrates

—all adequately explain the choice of the site for the
settlement, which was located to the south-east of
present-day Nadjaf in “Irak. But it was a political
factor which transformed al-Hira from a relatively
obscure locality to the most important Arab city in
the Fertile Crescent during the three centuries
preceding the rise of Islam, namely, the emergence
of the powerful Lakhmid dynasty, who made it
their capital and advanced it to a position of domi-
nance which became still more apparent with the
decline of Hatra, Edessa, and Palmyra, in the 3rd
century A.D. Al-Hira became so much a Lakhmid
city that it was referred to as **Hira of Nu“man” after
one of the Lakhmid kings. These adorned the city

and its environs with castles and palaces, e.g., al-
Khawarnak and al-Sadir, while Christian princesses.

of the Royal Family founded some famous monas-
teries, e.g., Dayr Hind. The city reached its heyday
during the reign of the illustrious Mundhir III (A.D.
503-554) when it became the centre of political,
diplomatic, and military activities in which Persia,
Byzantium, and the Arabian Peninsula were
involved. For the Sasinids, however, it remained a
fortress for the protection of Mesopotamia against
the raids of the nomads and a caravan city of vital
importance for the transit trade between Persia and
the Arabian Peninsula.

Owing to its geographical location, al-Hira became
the confluence of three interacting cultural currents:
the Persian, the indigenous pagan Arab, and the
Byzantine, represented mainly by Nestorian Christi-
anity; and herein lies its more enduring significance.
It was most probably at al-Hira that the Arabic
script was first developed. As the seat of a Nestorian
bishop, it was a centre whence Christianity was
transmitted to the Arabian Peninsula. As the capital
of the Lakhmids, it attracted to their royal court
Arab poets from the Peninsula, e.g., “Abid, Tarafa,
and al-Nibigha, and thus gave an impetus to the
cultivation and perfection of the Arabic panegyric.
1t also produced a major pre-Islamic poet, “Adi b.
Zayd [g.v.], who belonged to its famous Christian
community, the ‘Ibdd, and whose poetry reflects the
various facets of Hira’s urban culture. v

Although it was captured and ravaged by the

§
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ERKEN ORTACAGL A IRAKIN MESHUR SEHRI
; EL-HIRE

Abdulhalik BAKIR®

OZET

Irak’in Islam éncesi dénemdeki en meshur sehirlerinden olan ¢l-Hire, mevki
olarak bugiin amlan iilkenin giineyinde bulunan Kife ve Necef sehirlerinin
yakimnda yer almaktaydi Sehirde Lahmiler, basta olmak iizere ¢esitli Arap
kabileleri tarafindan kurulan bir beylik sifatryla Menazire sehir devleti dig iligkiler
bakumndan iran kokeni Sasaniler’e bagliydilar. Ayrica Bizans’a bagh Gasséniler ve
Mekke’de hiikiim siiren Kureys kabilesiyle de siyast ve ticari iliskileri vardi. Bu iki
Arap beyligi bazen de Sasani ve Bizans devletleri ile olan siki iligkilerinden dolay:
savas halinde hayatiyetlerini stirdiirityorlardi. Igte Erken Ortagaglarm bu karmasik
siyasi ortamu igerisinde el-Hire gehri amilan dénemin uygarhifl gergevesinde sadece
siyasi, ekonomik, sosyal, kiiltiirel ve hatta etnik ve dini yonden énemli bir birikim ve
etkinlige sahne olmarms, aym zamanda kendisinden sonra Hz. Omer déneminde

1 kurulan Irak’in diger gehirleri Kiife, Basra ve Necef gibi gehirleri de biitiin
o l boyutlariyla etkilemigtir.
PO S
"ﬁ: 7l E Bilindigi gibi memleketimizde, Anadolu’muzun disinda yer alan, fakat hem

coprafi hem de uzun zaman idaremiz altinda kalmast hasebiyle tarihimiz agisindan
gok biiyiik 6nem arz eden Irak gibi bir {ilkedeki sehirlerle ilgili galismalar gok az ve
smurly boyuttadir. Aym zamanda amlan sehirlerin ozellikle erken Ortagap dénemleri
ile ilgili araghirmalar hemen hemen yok gibidir. Iste biz bu bildirimizde, béyle bir
boslugu doldurmaya ve cl-Hire hakkinda bilimsel bir sunum ve degerlendirmeyi
ortaya koymaya cahisacafiz. Bu noktadan hareketle de konumuzu su baghklar
altnda ele almay: uygun gérdiik; Giris, el-Hire’nin Adlan, el-Hire’nin Kurulusu,
Geligimi ve Etnik Yapisy, el-Hire’nin Cografi Ozellikleri, Sonug, Bibliyografya.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Irak, el-Hire, en-Necef, Lahmiler, Sasaniler, Bizans,
Erken Ortagaglar.

ABSTRACTY

Al-Hire which was one of the famous cities of Iraq in the before Islamic period,
was in the near Kufe and Necef cities which were in the South of the today country.
Lahmits were related to the Sasanids who were Persian origin, about foreign
relations as the named of Menazire city state that was constructed by the different
Arabic tribes. As well they had political and commercial relations with Gassani
related to Byzantine and Kureys tribe ruled in Mekke. Sometimes both of these
Arabic governmentals had close relations with Sasanid and Byzantine, so they could
continue their vitalities in the war period. In the complicated political environment,

* Prof. Dr., Firat Universitesi Insani ve Sosyal Bilimler Fakiiltesi Tarih Boliimii/Elazig




Edited by Angelika Neuwirth and others, The Qur’an in context historical and literary investigations into the
Qur’anic milieu, Leiden- 2010,pp. 323~ 24 &
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THE IBAD OF AL-HIRA: AN ARAB CHRISTIAN
COMMUNITY IN LATE ANTIQUE IRAQ

D. N . ?5100!15 ’ Isabel Toral-Niehoff

. Among the Late Antique milieus whose religious and cultural patterns
should have exerted an essential influence on the emergent Islamic
culture is the Arab principality of the Lakhmids at al-Hira (ca. 300
until 602 cEg). Situated at the West bank of the Middle Euphrates, at
the fringes of the desert, it was located not only on the Roman-
Sasanian frontier, but also in close proximity to the Arab tribes of
the peninsula. Here, all the elements that define Islam’s Late Antique
heritage were to be found, namely, Christian-Aramaic, Arabic-Be-
douin, Jewish, and Persian influences. Together with Najran in South
; Arabia, it was one of the main Arab urban and political centers of
Late Antiquity, a kingdom whose court attracted poets and merchants

from all over the peninsula.
Close commercial and political ties linked al-Hira and the Hijaz.!
j In the rivalry between Persia and Byzantium, the Lakhmids were the
Arab representatives of Sasanid interests and tried to gain control
over the Hijaz by securing the loyalty of the Arab tribes. Al-Hira’s
main rival in this struggle for power and authority on the peninsula
was Mecca, which strove to ally itself with those tribes that pursued
a policy of independence towards the Lakhmids.? In spite of this,
there were commercial connections between both cities, the caravans
following an itinerary that would later become the pilgrim route
between the great Iraqi cities and Mecca.’ Since commerce usually
involves the transfer of people as well as of ideas, it is likely that
reports about the Iranized and Christianized Arabs of al-Hira should
have reached and left an impression on the earliest community of

Muhammad.

The following article will focus on the Christians of al-Hira, who,
according to all the sources known to us made up a significant por-

! See Kister, Society, and Kister, Studies, and especially his article “Al-Hira.”

? Kister, “Al-Hira,” 145-152.

* See Finster, “Reiseroute.” An-Nu‘man III regularly sent a latima (caravan of
spices) to the fair of ‘Ukaz (Aghani, vol. 19, 75; cf. also Frinkel, Fremdwdirter, 178).
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ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY
A N

did not entirely lose their sense of Arab.identity. So, in addition to the pa-
laeographic, there is this other important dimension to the inscription.

702

II. OUTSIDE THE LIMES
The Monophysite mission, or even missionary offensive, outside the frontiers
of the empire was even more impressive and is better documented. It reached
two important areas in the Semitic Orient, one in the middle Euphrates re-
gion in Hira, the capital of the Lakhmids, and another in South Arabia.

Hira
Two attempts were made to establish contact with Hira, one in the first
decade of the century and the other in the second. Both were attempts to
reach the ruler as the most efficacious way of converting his people or region.

The first is associated with the name of Philoxenus and the second with that
of Severus.

The First Attempt

Sometime in the first decade of the sixth century, the Monophysite met-
ropolitan of Hierapolis sent a letter to Abit Ya'fur, the Lakhmid ruler of the
Arab city of Hira on the middle Euphrates, in which he discussed Nestorian-
ism and the Christian faith from the point of view of Monophysitism. The
letter had been under a cloud concerning both its attribution to Philoxenus
and its authenticity, but most of the doubts were laid to rest in 1963 when
Father A. de Halleux published his dissertation on Philoxenus and set on a
firm foundation both the attribution and the authenticity of the letter, with
some reservations on certain parts of it.”> Recent research on Oriens Chris-
tianus, especially its Arab sector, has confirmed these conclusions®' beyond
any shred of doubt, and this section upholds these conclusions and enriches
them with new data. The letter of Philoxenus with its precious reference to
Aba Ya'fur, the ruler of Hira, turns out to be a mine of information for the
history of Arab Christianity in this period.

The most complete recension of the letter is that in the collection of the
John Rylands Library in Manchester,” which inter alia gives the correct or-
thography of the name of the ruler of Hira as Abd Ya'fur and mentions him

30 See de Halleux, Philoxtne de Mabboug, 2038, where the author discusses the manu-
scripts, editions, and literature on the letter.

3! This letcer was noted in Martyrs (p. 271 note 3) but very cursorily since it was not the
concern of that volume. -The new data could have been at the disposal of ecclesiastical historians
who dealt with this letter and with Philoxenus, if Néldeke and Rothstein, the specialists on the
Lakhmid dynasty almost a century ago, had been aware of it, but they were not.

32 gee A. Mingana, “The Early Spread of Christianity in Central Asia and the Far East: A
New Document,” Bulletin of the Jobn Rylands Library 9 (1925), 297-371; the relevant part that
deals with Abii Ya'fur and Hira in its English version is on pp. 352—67.

The Reign of Anastasius 703

some three times. From it the following data may be extracted. (1) Philoxenus
apparently wrote two letters to Abi Ya'fur, one of which has survived. (2)
Philoxenus’ letters were in response to letters sent by Abu Ya'fur himself.
(3) The opening paragraph of the letter says something about the virtues of
Abii Ya'fur, of which he enumerates three. (4) Aba Ya'fur is referred to not as
king but as stratélates, the military term, and Hira is referred to as Hirat
al-Nu"man, herta d'Na'man.”

The letter represents the earliest extant record of the attempt of the
Monophysites to establish contact with Hira and its rulers, an attempt that
was repeated many times in the course of the sixth century. That there was a
Monophysite problem in Sasanid Persia, including Hira, at this time is known
from other sources and may be summarized as follows. The Council of Seleucia
in 488 established Nestorianism as the accepted form of Christianity in Persia.
There followed apparently an assertion of Nestorian ascendancy in Persia with
persecution of the Monophysites, involving Bar-Sauma, the Nestorian bishop
of Nisibis, the flight of the Monophysites to Byzantine territory, and a letter
from Emperor Anastasius to the Persian king Kawad on this point.*

This is the background of Philoxenus’ letter to Abii Ya'fur. Philoxenus
hailed from Persia, and he must have been familiar with the religious situa-
tion in that region and the role that Hira could play in the protection of the
Monophysites, his fellow confessionalists. Two centuries before, it protected
the Manichaeans, and since then two of its kings had been associated with
Christianity, Imru’ al-Qays and Nu‘man.” But above all, this was the style of
the metropolitan of Hierapolis—to go to the top of the administrative level
for protection, to the ruler himself in the capital. Although he did not suc-
ceed, since Abii Ya'fur disappeared from the scene shortly after and Hira
remained 2 Nestorian stronghold till the very end, the letter does witness to
the energy of Philoxenus in spreading his faith, which aimed at winning the
important center of Hira for Monophysitism, another instance of his mission-
ary zeal which encompassed such distant centers of the Near East as Constanti-
nople and also Najran in South Arabia.

More important is the light the letter throws on Abid Ya'fur and the
history of the Lakhmid dynasty in this obscure period and on Christianity in
that Arab center. All that the specialized monographs on Hira® and the
Lakhmids know of Abt Ya'fur is that he was a Lakhmid appointed by Kawad
after the death of King Nu'min from a wound he received before the walls of

*3 For these references, see ibid., 352, 358, 367.

34 See P. Charanis, Church and State in the Later Roman Empire (Madison, Wisc., 1939),
29-30.

33 See BAFOC, 32—34; BAFIC, 161-66.
36 See Noldeke, PAS, 169; Rothstein, DLH, 74-75.
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des deux empires byzantin et sassanide®’. Pour prix de la paix
qu’il faisait régner sur leurs frontiéres, Perses et Grecs le
subventionnaient a ’envi38. Cette situation prend fin avec
Justinien, qui constitue «une ligue des tribus arabes de 'ouest du
désert syrien, sous la direction de la tribu Ghassan»®®, pour
I'opposer aux Lakhmides qui, dés lors, s'inféodent délibérément
a la puissance perse.

LLakhmides et Ghassanides se composaient de tribus parentes
originaires du Yémen?°,

LEes rois pE Hira

L’histoire primitive des Lakhmides demeure couverte de
légendes. Leur royaume de Hira se forme vers le milieu du 11ie
siécle, lorsqu’il entre en conflit, d’aprés les traditions arabes, avec
al-Zabba’, la reine Zénobie de Palmyre. Le premier roi aurait été
ImroG® al-Qais, dont le souvenir est commémoré par la stéle
d’en-Namdra, qui recouvrait les ruines de son tombeaut!. Ses

37. La stéle d’En-Namara, aujourd hui au Louvre, a été découverte par
Macler et Dussaud, au nord-est de Bosra, dans le Safa, en Syrie méridionale.
Ecrite en caractéres nabatéens, elle est néanmoins de langue arabe, assortie de
syriaque. En voici le texte: «Ceci est le tombeau d’Imroul-Qais, le roi de tous
les Arabes, celui qui ceignit le diadéme, qui soumit les deux tribus d'Assad,
celle de Nizar et leurs rois, qui dévasta Maddhij, la ville de Chammar, qui
soumit la tribu de Ma‘add, qui proposa ses fils aux tribus et les délégua auprés
des Perses et des Romains» (F. Nau, p.32).

38. F. Nau, op. cit., p.32. D’an-No‘maén, contemporain de Justinien, un
auteurs syriaque disait qu’ «il régnait sur tous les Arabes qui se trouvaient dans
les deux Empires des Perses et des Grecs. Si 'un ou P'autre de ces deux
Emplres qui étaient alors en paix, lui demandait alors appui, il s’empressait de
lui venir en aide. Ses fils agirent pareillement» (Patrol. Orient., L. X111, p. 469,
aité par F. Nau, pp. 32-33).

39. F. Nau, #bid., p.33.

40. H. LAMMENSs, art. Lakhm, E.I.., t. 111, p. 12; et art. Ghassan
((;'hassanidev) E.L, t. I1, p. 150 et s.; IRFAN SHAHID, art. Ghassan, E.I., nouv.
éd. (= E.I.2), t. 11, p. 1044 et s.; R. AIGRAN, art. Arabic, op. cit., col. 1200 et s.
(Hira et Lakhmides).

41. CL. HuaRrr, Histoire des Arabes, t. 1, pp. 63-64. — Les traditions arabes
nomment comme premiers princes de Hira, Malik b. Fehm, Amr b. FFahm et
Djadhimat al-Abrash. Elles expliquent le passage du pouvoir dans Ia tribu des
Lakhmides, par le roman de ‘Adi le Lakhmide et de Ragich, sceur de

incursions nombreuses dans les territoires arabes semblent
I’avoir conduit jusqu'au Yémen, ot il mit le siége devant la ville
de Nadjriane. L.a liste des rois qui lui succédent provient d’Ibn
cl-Kalbi; Tabari nous ’a transmise 2.

Le plus célébre est an-No‘man, qui était borgne, d’ou le
sobriquet d’al-A“war que lui donnent les chroniques arabes. La
légende le met en rapport avec saint Siméon le Stylite, qui
I’oblige 4 laisser précher, dans son royaume, la religion chrétien-
ne. Mais il reste pajen cependant jusqu’a sa mort, adorateur d’al-
Ouzza, la Vénus arabe, par souci probablement de se ménager la
sympathie de Ctdésiphon, toujours hostile au christianisme de
Byzance. C’est lui qui, le premier, parmi les émirs arabes,
obtient le titre de général, dont il exerce la fonction au nom du
gouvernement sassanide; sous ses ordres, cavaleries perse et
arabe montent la garde sur les frontiéres du grand Empire a
P'ouest. La confiance que Yezdgard 11 lui porte est telle qu’il lui
confie I'éducation de son fils, Bahram-G6r, ’onagre (surnommé
ainsi a cause de sa passion pour la chasse de cet animal). Détréné,
ce méme Bahram-Gér reprendra de haute lutte la couronne de
son pére, grice a I'apput que ne lui ménage pas al-Moundher Ier,
son vassal, fils d’an-No‘man qui lui succéde a Hira.

Des noms brillants émergent encore dans la dynastie des
rois lakhmides. Apres al-Moundher Ief (m. 462?) et son fils al-
Aswad (462-482), qui fut prisonnier des Perses, sans qu’on en sit
la raison, vint son frére al-Moundher II (482-489), que remplace
son neveu an-No‘man II (489-503), fils d’al-Aswad et d’une’
princesse de la tribu de Kinda. Il renoue la tradition de fidélité
que manifestent les Lakhmides envers leurs suzerains perses; il
apparait, conduisant ses tribus au cours des guerres que soutient
I'Empire contre Byzance. Ayant succombé peu aprés aux
blessures qu'il venait de recevoir dans un engagement contre les
Romains, le roi des Perses, Kobadh, désignait son successeur,
Abou-Ya“four ben ‘Algama (503-505), qui n’appartenait pas a

Djadhimat. Amr est le fruit de leur mariage. 11 aurait succédé 4 son oncle
Djadhimat. Mais la certitude commence avec Imroul-Qais, le premier du nom,
dont V'existence historique s’est finalement dégagée de la légende, grice a la
découverte d'En-Namdra.

42. Cité par CrL. Huarrt, t. I, p. 64.
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(probably erroneously) equated with the magi-
cian Zarga’ al-Yamama. Nothing about her life
is known. Scattered throughout adab and
lexicographic literature there are more than
seventy different sayings in rhythmical struc-
tured and rhymed prose (saj*) attributed to
her. Most sayings are answers to advice-
seekers about, for example, which men,
women, camels, pasture-grounds or human
experiences are best or worst; how to recog-
nize a camel’s pregnancy or the worth of
cattle, etc. They are quoted either out of gen-
eral interest in ancient Arab bedouin life or
because of their unusual vocabulary. Bint al-
Khuss sayings are still quoted in modern North
African folklore.

Further reading

Basset, R., ‘La légende de Bent El-Khass’, Revue
Africaine (1905), 18-34.
T. BAUER

Hispano-Arabic literature see
Spain

An Iraqi town southeast of Najaf which was of
political and cultural importance in pre-Islamic
and early Islamic times. The site was at first an
encampment for Arab tribes, attracted by its
abundant supplies of water and pasturage for
their herds; even at its apogee in the sixth
century it mostly comprised tents and modest
dwellings around numerous churches and
monasteries and the residential compounds of
its leading residents.

The town became important due to political
and religious factors. The rise of the Lakh-
mids resulted in an alliance with the
Sasanians, who used them as a buffer against
tribal raiders and especially against the
Ghassanids in Syria, allied with Byzantium.
It was a Christian centre and seat of a
Nestorian bishopric by 410 CE, with Jews and
Manicheans likewise present. Its increasing
importance on these fronts also made it a focus
for the caravan trade with Arabia and Syria,
and all these factors combined to make Hira a
lively cultural centre.

In the pre-Islamic period this cultural activ-
ity consisted mainly of Arabic poetry. In
addition to the poetry revolving around the
Lakhmids themselves, poems were composed
in praise of the town and its main sites and

288

amenities; references to the Nestorians’
churches and monasteries are especially well
known, but there are also frequent accolades
for its residential compounds (qusir), taverns,
waterways and Tustic ambience. Many Arab
poets came to Hira and sang of it, and two of
these, al-Nabigha al-Dhubyani and ‘Abid
ibn al-Abras, lived there more or less perma-
nently; the verse of one native son, *Adi ibn
Zayd, rose to renown throughout Arabia.
Prose is more problematic to judge. Eastern
Christian monasteries routinely kept collec-
tions of books, and there are reports that this
was the case in Hira. The detail with which it
was later possible to name and date the various
pre-Islamic rulers of the town suggests that at
least a rudimentary historical tradition existed,
but most probably in Syriac.

The Arab conquest of Sasanian Iraqg in the
630s was soon followed by the founding
nearby of the garrison camp of Kaifa. As this
centre rapidly expanded it sapped the vitality
of its older neighbour. Hira quickly shrank in
both size and importance, and poets were
soon describing the ruins of such previously
grand structures as al-Khawarnaq and al-
Sadir. It continued to be of some significance
in the Umayyad period, however, and as late
as the fourth/tenth century it was still an
attractive country residence and a stop on the
pilgrimage route. The Nestorian presence also
continued, and the town remained an import-
ant link in the chain of Christian religious
establishments (mainly monasteries) extend-
ing throughout Iraq and linking up with
similar networks in Syria and the Jazira. This
network became extremely important in the
third /ninth century, when the Hiran Nestorian
physician and translator Hunayn ibn Ishaq
(d. 260/873) rose to prominence in the
tAbbasid translation movement that resulted
in the incorporation of much of the classical
Greek scientific and philosophical heritage
into Arab—Islamic culture (see translation,
medieval).

Further reading

*Abd al-Ghani, ‘Arif, Ta'rikh al-Hira fT al-Jahiliyya
wa-al-Islam, Damascus (1993).

Kister, M.J., ‘Al-Hira: some notes on its relations
with Arabia’, Arabica 15 (1968), 143-60.

Nicholson, Reynold A., A Literary History of the
Arabs, London (1907), 38-49.

Rothstein, Gustav, Die Dynastie der Lahmiden in
al-Hira, Berlin (1899}, 12-40.
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autonomy. This being the case, the inhabitants of the amsir would
have welcomed a change of dynasty, but-only in circumstances that
did not compromise their ambitions or curtail their limited power. For
the Iraqis, the emergence of the ‘Abbasids may have had the chilling
effect of substituting one authority for another. Although it is not
certain to what extent the Iraqis still felt the need for some measure
of regional control, they clearly understood that the instrument that
destroyed the Syrian hold on the province was forged not locally, but
in Khurasin. An ‘Abbisid decision to locate the central administration
of the new regime in Iraq was probably acceptable, and even desirable,
but the concurrent settlement of the Khurdsini army in the region
was quite another matter. Thus, one of the factors that had led to the
Iraqi-‘Alid symbiosis in Umayyad times was recreated by the develop-
ment of a highly centralized ‘Abbasid government in the same prov-
ince.

The provincial objectors did not have to look far for a candidate
who would indirectly champion their cause. There were ‘Alid elements
who refused, from the outset, to acknowledge the legality of ‘Abbasid
claims. The Husaynid family, in particular, felt a sense of dismay and
betrayal over the course of events that left them empty-handed, while
those bearing lesser credentials assumed power.!® The frustration of
the Husaynids and their partisans thus established the second precon-
dition for a new Iraqi-Alid alliance. Even under the most favorable
circumstances, the new rulers had entered a political cul-de-sac. If
‘Abbisid claims were denied, the local people could be expected to re-
establish ties with an ‘Alid pretender who was willing to declare
against the ruling house. On the other hand, even if the ‘Abbisids
won recognition as the legitimate political heirs of ‘Ali’s grandson,
Abt Hashim b. Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyah, there was no guarantee
that they would enjoy the continued support of the Iraqis, particularly
if this had the effect of severely limiting regional authority. The Shi‘ite
writer cited earlier (who was himself a descendant of al-Hasan b. ‘Alf)
saw the ‘Abbiasids preferring Khurdisan because the perfidious nature of
the Iraqis was demonstrated in their previous betrayals of the ‘Alid
cause; however, other less partisan accounts stress the opposite, that is,
that Muhammad b. ‘Ali sent his missionaries to the east, because the
Kifans could be expected to support the claims of ‘Ali b. Abi Tilib’s
family, and not those of ‘AlT’s ‘Abbasid kinsmen.!*

EarLy ‘Ansasip CENTERS I
43

There is some truth to both these assessments, but the factors that
led the ‘Abbasids to propagandize in Khurdsin included other im-
portant considerations as well.'" What is particularly interesting is that,
despite their long-standing contacts to the east, and in full cognizance
of the potential for local intrigue in the amsar, the new rulers decided
to designate Iraq as the central province of their imperial administra-
tion. There is no text that specifically argues the case for Iraq, but,
examined realistically, the ‘“Abbasid options appear to have been quite
limited. The factors that made Khuridsan an ideal base for revolution-
ary activity made it unacceptable as a center for administrative rule.
The remoteness of the vast eastern region can be contrasted with the
unique accessibility of Iraqg to the key provinces of the realm.*® There
may also have been a mystique about Iraq due to its long history of
revolutionary efforts. The carth drenched with the blood of Shi‘ite
martyrs could have been an image with potent emotional and political
appeal for those who saw themselves restoring the ahl al-bayt to its
rightful place in ruling society. In any event, historical circum-
stances conspired to bring the ‘Abbasids to al-Kifah and to keep them
in Iraq until the last vestiges of Umayyad rule were eradicated and
the internal contradictions of their own political apparatus were re-
solved." Once rooted in the province, the ‘Abbasid regime continued
there until the end of the dynasty.

B. The HZra/t—Kzifa/z Region

I—

Although the move to al-Kiifah was initially stimulated by a sudden
concern for personal safety, it marked a significant departure in ‘Abba-
sid tactics. The previous claimants to rule had been extremely circum-
spect in. testing thie treacherous political waters of the amgir; however,
that was before circumstances threatened to overwhelm the principal
figures of the ‘Abbisid family. The unexpected incarceration:of-Ibra-
him al-Imim, on the heels of revolutionary triumphs to the east, created
great apprehension in family circles.’® Fearful of remaining in Syria,
Abi al-‘Abbas, the newly designated leader of the ‘Abbasid house, de-
cided to join the clandestine political apparatus centered in al-Kifah.*®
A source reflecting the official ‘Abbasid position on these events indi-
cates that Abii al-Abbas was determined to declare for the Caliphate in
Iraq, despite the obvious dangers inherent in such a move. When con-

- AP




b bl 5l I 9 o o0 -20YE®
g CJ‘.E.:_A zuin>) oo d@?)}_ '«LF!'J; JiL'é }gia
AFFATY 1S ooyl ATEYF (o TV il

TR o
. oAb dor i Fe OIS
AL-Hire, Some Notes opifs
Relations whit Arabia in Arabica XV
5 —F L.)l:_S 5‘.')).) aMas L’)..-‘I_‘ .ngé‘\f
O FEVIRYS d.i)—_’_j clasdia Ly u_..,.:,liﬂ
Studies in Jahiliyya and Early Islam,
M.JKister, variorum Teprints,
gzl 5s 5 5yl S 5 London, 1980

o s ppi) e Sl oz Bl

\‘XVF x)bﬂ‘b}“
o gSon o b g =
TP S

b bl oyl F 90 pon 20
i oy daen Aoy T 25 il 522
ay 1ot oyl AYY-WF o &Y R
) AYVAYY 5 pagin) S92
Arfm“\“ Ly 25

o Aax ) (e a\s.:.c

AL-Hire, Some Notes on its
Relations whit Arabia in Arabica XV
5 st GlS g3 atlEs o) pgd Can w8 67
a3y ol 4 o Slaateio Ly el
Studies in Jahiliyya and Early Islam,
M.JXKister, - variorum reprinfs,
il S g ol S 4 London, 1980
Anely (590l o S dez 7 Bpell el
ST RCIZ RV IES B

BCwgSe - o>




Kiétaphanesi
\\\___’l

4 ot
‘8stirmalan ¥ ©

Tiirkiye Siyanet Vakh
Islam A cirmalan cisrkezi
t Ldphianesi
51
610. _‘5
SAMI

FEDES

Demirbag +'0

Tasnif No

Sl )
s el Sl LS . glf‘JJb o Jl 4y 3 S 2\
© sV el Les b, ‘4-~‘ I ( s2l2555 ) sl
g = GV o o ol a1 gl
s . (e e 3 el JSTB S5 a8, . sl oda gl Lo
PO Slhst o Lol J1 o 2T Gy clode 5 S
o Am 5 gl Dol5s 0 i A (g, ph ) N RWIRWA RN )
o ey o Ll LS e ) il a (V £V —1ve ) Oauj Gkt
So o Ll s ¢ Lkl Lmaalas 5 plosin o mojl o)
st Ldoss o s 35l e ged) sl s il
Lo Lt ‘-_‘;.UI ({- eva_ovy ) Olo i Bl 5 e d baylaonsl s
Lot Sl Gals vt e LIS Sl U3 G Bl
SO ey VJ.‘JI A b I LT sy ey ¢sley bl r..l.,_f
LUM|J_}.«L43/L>¢3(‘\\“A/-A\V<\.MM-\“UJJ| s Uy
o SIS iy o bley S b1 L Lk a.,.\uj ou,ur
Mg 085 (¢ vovos/ s voAvrn ) pall das > ) A
ly patmdl ) o s g JL] hll Sl sae 413
LWIMHLWC){)){L‘JcUMdmgac%
Lo s Lyleo s
008 ol . ¢

ool S B el G e e VA
Ol S o 5 e ol e b Gl a5l S ball sde

_ AV YT G B s @l (1
iy o o) ) QLS e BB o) U 4 Lyl > (1)

R LI Pt
it

Yod

‘JanmYQ‘}U‘AMJAJyL»uuQKB6W|}

PR

S

S, 259-26/

— o e Bl el uij__, s 1y o ol N oo
cpnry/ avndn 3
Al S & el Ao u*“‘“’ ™ &91 GGt e ‘:_3_,
Daa by Slo Goadl LN Gy e AW G el b T
s Fsle 5558 olll g o (st 4l b ) VLS
oda Bilem 3 4le el 0B G5 gleely pL I sazedl sl
Sald _,_'Sl Sobe g o Lol e JU\'C_?;JJ ¢ loory Aol
e L e LS e Nl Al e el 56 )
iyl iy 3t LBy oLl LS L izl (¢ G Yve )
oLl il Dy SN e bl Yl LSl iy
Losjud ¢ oPA 4 Ol 2 5 G e el LS o e 5, ST
slely (¢ onotar Sbilie il bVl sl ¢ Llisl
T 4y eledally Al alizely )Jm,..w s el by o bock
Ok dl gl Wy o sLbNLy Bl 0y 3 plezals ¢ sladll s G
v olandl Ll i JIFl cil wa/ 2 gy de sl
AR , Igley A o ¥
A A dY b el 5 Y oLs
ol e ks e T S Sl Y
Gl Sl by ¢ 203 Lo p peian € O pibp peid o Ty gl
NERV N I R PP PP I R PR SRR
LAl Opmdm LS igb b Sy ¢ 5 Pl e
Lol Sl ode s Dol 3 Ny oyl 23y« Lib s

S R B 1 K P VI '\y/y U O B S L S KR AR ¢

YoA



THE GLORIOUS CALIPHATE

"’“- J \'.’A“
PR [IETEEE S RS
< vt ! -7
T TR EE
B o S
e fs:ntslkilvnp%u‘t"/ A
4 . i
. B
NJ
AN

. : ‘ 7 o J
0 A N R G f/ G bt ()
e o \ U |/
By ol-65

:S. ATHAR HUSAIN

Roademy of i

Islamic Research and Publications
P, 0. Box NO. 119, LuckmOow -7 (Xancdim)

60 THE GLORIOUS CALIPHATE

remove the menace. Assisted by his brother Hashim and a band of
followers he boldly charged upon two leaders of the herd. With
their lances they blinded the elephants and Qfaqa‘a slashed the

trunk of one. The infuriated beasts darted towards the Muslim -

ranks to be driven back by shouts and lances whereupon they
rushed through the Persian army. The whole herd followed
them trampling all before it and plunging into the river it dis-
appeared on the other side of it. The battle continued with
unabated fury till the evening.

The night of Clangour

The night brought no rest for after a short lull fighting broke
out again and ‘screams of combatants and din of arms’ lasted
through out the night. In the morning of the fourth day
Qfagi‘a launched a vigorous offensive. The Persian flank
wavered and the cenire was so hard pressed that it gave way to
expose the bank on which was pitched the golden throne of
Rustam. A whirlwind blew away its canopy into the river.
Rustam tried to flee by jumping into the river but was overtaken
by a valiant Arab who cut off his head and hoisted it on his
lance. The Persians were too mauled and dismayed to resist
any longer and their slaughier began. Firuzan and Harmuzan
managed to escape with their broken columns but Jaleniis was
killed and the remnants of his column were swept away in the
river. For miles the plain was littered with the dead bodies of
Persians. Sustaihing a loss of about 8500 men themselves, the
Muslims utterly vanquished an army four times their size.

A very large booty fell in their hands. Each soldier got
6000 dirhams and those who had particularly distinguished
themselves got special gifts. On Rustam’s body jewels costing
70,000 pieces were found ; the great banner of the empire richly
overlaid with gems and valued at 1,00,000 pieces was captured.
Fohra recovered such immense booty from the person of
Jalentis that Sa‘ad made a reference to Caliph about its disposal.
The Caliph allowed Zohra to retain the spoils and wrote back
to Satad, ‘Dost thou grudge ihe spoil to such a one as Zohra

UMAR 61

after all'that he has wrought, and in view of all the fighting yet
to come ? Thou wilt break his heart thus’.

The Persians had made such vast preparations and their
defeat was so crushing that it sealed Persia’s fate.: Analysing
the causes of their defeat Sir William Muir says, “The battle of
Cadesiya reveals the secret. On one side there was but a luke-
warm, servile following ; on the other, an indomitable spirit *
that nerved every heart and arm ; and after long weary hours of
the fighting enabled the Muslims to deliver the final and decisive
charge. The result was that the vast host en which the last
efforts of the empire had been spent, was totally discomfited
and the military power of the empire never again gathered itself
into formidable shape.’

The issue was being watched 21l over the country.
Yezdgird had posted men all the way from the battle field to
Madii®n, within earshot of one another, to Constantl}f relay the
news of the war to him. In Medina, the Caliph was coming
out of the gates of the city every morning in the hope that he
might meet a messenger bringing the news. At last a courier
came on camel back and to “Umar’s query replied, ‘The Lord
hath discomfited the Persian host. FUx!tlar followed the courier
on foot and gathered from him the general outline of the battle.
Thus engaged in conversation the two éntered the gates of the
city. The courier found to his consternation that every one
greeted his companion as ‘Ameer-ul-Mominin’. Ashamed he
cried out, ‘O Commander of the Faithful! why didst thou not
tell me?’ ‘It is all right, my brother,” was the Caliph’s reply.
‘Such was the unpretending mien of ane who at that moment
was greater than either the Kaiser or the Chosroes.’

Reoccupation of Hira and Capture of Madai’n ( A.H. 15
T & 16)

After his great victory at Cadesiya, Sa’ad had no difficulty
in reoccupying Hira, The Persian troops, which had re-assem-
bled at Birs Nimriid, couid not put up much of a resistance.
Soon Babylon passed away from their hands and Sa‘ad made it
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THE TRUTHFUL CALIPHS

(AL-KHULAFA AL-RASHIDIN)

By
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38 The Pious Caliphs

Persians were too proud and paid no attention to
Hadrat Khalid’s invitation. The battle took place at Hafir
and Persians were defeated and routed. In order not to
run from the battlefield the Persian soldiers tied themselves
to one another with chains. Due to this the battle is known
as the Battle of Chains. But it proved fruitless because of
the effective attack of Muslims. Even the commander of the
Persian army was killed in this battle.

After the Battle of Chains at Hafir some other small
skirmishes took place at Madhar, Walja & Ullis etc. Each
time the Muslims fought with a new force several times bigger
than them but they defeated the Persians not because of
their number and weapons but due to the Power of Iman and
Trust in Allzh.

The fall of Hnra

lea, was a famous fort of Persmns After fighting the
small battles described above Hadrat Khalid besieged the
city of Hira. Persians resisted in the beginning but later on
they surrendered to Muslims. Hadrat Khalid imposed Jizya
(Defence Tax) on them. Then he captured other places
including Dumatal-Jandal. Some frontier Arab Chiefs also
submitted to Khalid.- “The last battle of this expedition of
Hadrat Khalid took place’at Firad. A huge force of Persian
Arabs (residing in Iraq) and Syrians who joined Persians in
that battle crossed the river Euphrates. A fierce battle was
fought on the 15th Dhul Qa‘dah, 12 A.H. Hadrat Khalid
routed the enemies and conquered the place. By this victory
whole of South and most of the North Iraq was conquered.
Then Hadrat Khalid returned to Hira.

Hadrat Khalid bin Walid, Saifullah (the Sword of Allah) :

‘Hadrat Khalid bin Walid (Rad. A.) proved to be the
most successful general of Islam. With a handful of troops
he was able not only ic cvercome all internal rebels but also
to make Arabia safe for Islam. Then he jumped on to Iraq
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HIRELILER DEVLETI

o Bunlar Irak’taki Hire sehri etrafinda yerlesmislerdi ki bu Hire,
\ \%ﬁ . Kafe'nin G¢ Arap mili glineyinde, bugiinkii Necef (Meshed—i Ali)

=T e sehrinin at ile bir saat giiney doBusunda, simdi asag1 yukar: tamamiy-

le kurulmus olan Necef gélitniin kiyisindadir. Hire kelimesi Aramca-

dir ve harfiyyen ¢adirh orduglh” demektir. Araplar Hire sehrinin

kurulusunu Nabukodonosor devrine kadar cikarirlarsa da bunu ke-

sin olarak sdylemek miimkiin degildir. Fakat besinci yiizyildan baglt-

B : yarak biyuk dini toplantilarda yani Sinodlarda, Hire piskoposlari-

cia o sdurasireei dindinivar pagi@LTRSt um ade geger, Hire sehri, Necef ile Firat nehri arasinda, birgok su
YavivLag: kanallarinin gegtigi bolgede tahil tarlalarmin ve hurma agaglarinm.

gok oldufu bir yerde kurulmustu. Saglam havas: da cok viiliir.'%

Hireliler de Gassaniler gibi Yemen'den, Arim selinin baraji

s ot yikomast Gzerine kuzeye ¢ikmuslardir® Hire devleti, Yemen’den
TAH'“’“"» I'H}g,”wt vVile

Dl Svoiopeedis T T . : . :
1 ‘”‘;,lu' I .P ‘} I"V. o 103 Hondmir, Haris b. Cebele’nin Belka jehrini bassehir yaptizim yaziyor. Bak.
o e 100 no. lu notta adi gegen eser, T, 262,
) A 104 Bak. C. Zeydan, ¢l-Arab Kabl el-Islam, ss. 172 vdd. M. Semseddin (Ganaltay),
ha LY [slam Tarihi, ss. 300 vdd.
R B ' 105 Bak, Islam Ansiklopedisi Hire maddesi.
Tusnil No, ot i AL, l 106 Bak. Hondmir, Mabib ds-Siyer, I, 235 vdd.
'y " .a . i . . 65
ol X3 1 ; i
Islam Oncesi Arap Tarihi ld .
=, b "zf‘“%z Rt b e Rutwie: A1 N
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ags - o
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