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write and re-write a sentence up to thirty or

. forty times until I reach the appropriate expres-

sion that the meaning demands, but only on
condition that the words do not betray the sweat
and toil of the writer. The style must seem to be
absolutely simple. (Kamil 1990, 16)

This lifelong commitment to precision and the
power and the beauty of langnage eamed Haqqi
the title of sd’igh al-lughah: the Arab Word-
smith of the 20" century.
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Mohamed Hassanein Heikal on the
United States: The Critical Discourse of a
Leading Arab Intellectual

SAMI E. BAROUDI* AND JENNIFER SKULTE-OUAISS**

M
[ 5N B ‘The only point from which I write is that of an Arab’!
S— A tireless advocate of Arab nationalism, the renowned Egyptian journalist and
\g‘?« o DIanet VoS commentator Mohamed Hassanein Heikal (also written as Muhammad Hasanayn
Kmﬂ hanest Haykal) is arguably the doyen of Arab writers critical of the United States. Heikal’s

career as an author (in both Arabic and English) spans over half a century and his
access to regional and international audiences has been greatly enhanced in recent
years by his regular appearances on the al-Jazeera television station. His sustained
and relentless critique of alleged American hegemonic designs on the Third World,

especially the Arab world, has influenced generations of younger Arab intellectuals.

‘ Drawing on Heikal’s extensive published work, this article offers detailed treatment
of his views on US history, politics, society and especially foreign policy in order to
highlight the elements constituting the image of the United States that he projects. In
pursuit of a deeper contextual understanding of Heikal’s discourse, this article sit-
uates it in its proper geographic and historic contexts: the Arab world (which is part
of the Global South) and American policy towards the Middle East since the end of
the Second World War, respectively. Equally important, it relates this discourse to
its ideational milieu by comparing Heikal’s views to those of fellow secular Arab
nationalists (such as the Egyptian economist and social scientist Galal Amin and
Lebanon’s former Prime Minister Salim al-Hoss) and Islamists (primarily Sheikh
Yusuf al-Qaradawi and the late Sayyid Mohammad Hussein Fadlallah) who have
also written extensively and critically about the United States. The article argues that
the critical representation of the United States depicted by Heikal has been central
to the discourse of Arab nationalists since the late 1950s as well as a key factor in
the reconstruction of Arab nationalist ideology along-anti-American lines. The arti-
cle further afgues that Arab nationalists and Islamists subscribe to essentially the

*Political Science, Lebanese American University, PO Box 13-5053, Chouran, Beirut, 1102
2801, Lebanon. E-mail: sbaroudy@laun.edu.lb.

*E Pohtlcal Science, Lebanese American University, PO Box 13-5053, Chouran, Beirut, 1102
2801, Lebanon.
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THE IDEOLOGICAL REVOLUTION IN THE MUSLIM WORLD. By
Muhammad Yadgari. ATP: Indiana, 1983. Pp. 142,

ISLAM AND THE SEARCH FOR SOCIAL ORDER IN> MODERN :

EGYPT: A BIOGRAPHY OF MUHAMMAD HUSAYN HAYKAL. By

Charles D. Smith. State University of New York: New York, 1983. P
249. HB $44.50; PB $14.95. e

The Muslim world encompasses a large geographic area that contains a
multitude of ethnic, linguistic and racial groups. Yet, generally speaking
throughout history there have been recognisable religious and cultural
patterns that have differentiated Muslims from non-Muslims. The
religious and cultural patterns unique to Muslims are due to the
1mmt}tab]e laws of the Islamic revelation that constitute the core of
Muslim beliefs and practices. Despite the uniformity of Islamic culture
as a whole, different historical, socio-economic and political cir-
cumstances have given rise to specific sub-cultures that account for much
of the richness and diversity of Islamic thought. The two books under
review illustrate this clearly.

~ Yadgari's The Ideological Revolution in the Muslim World is an
mtgl!ec}ual biography of a very influential thinker of modern Iran, Ali
Sharlatl. Smith’s book, similarly, deals with the life and ideas of another
influential thinker of Egypt, Muhammad Husayn Haykal.

Yadgari considers Shariati to be a thinker firmly anchored within the
modem_lslamic revivalist tradition that is represented by, among others
Afghz.im.,.Abduh, Mawdudi and Igbal. Or, in the author’s own words:
‘Shariati is part of the Islamic resurgence which began with al-Afghani
[and which] had the following characteristics: it advocated the unity of
the Muslim world in general; it avoided antagonism between Shi‘ites
and Sunnites; it asserted for a sociology of Islam; it did not create a
new sect or religion, and, most importantly, it called for a deep-rooted
and profound change in Muslim society” (p. 31).

The thesis advocated by the author that Ali Shariati is part and parcel
of the same intellectual tradition as modern Muslim revivalism is hard
to accept. It is true that Shariati calls on Muslims to reassert their
tradition in the modern environment, but he never calls, for example
for the establishment of an Islamic state or for a full application of the
Sharl'“ah as Mawdudi and Khomeini do. Above all, Shariati is not a man
of action or a leader of a political or social movement. He defines himself
as a free thinker and claims that a free thinker’s function is ‘not to lead
society. This is one of the serious mistakes that free thinkers around
the world commit’. (See Ali Shariati’s Man and Islam, p. 110.) This
clue, given by Shariati himself, is important for understanding his
thought and mission.

Yadgari outlines the basic themes of Shariati’s thought as: the removal
of oppression, the cultural liberation of Muslims, the use of religious
symbqhsm, the role of the masses in the historical process, and the
rejection of the ethnocentric, Western interpretation of world history.
The author does not perceive any Western, mainly Marxist, influences
in Shariati’s thought, instead he advocates the idea that Shariati ‘came

24
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to regard Islam as a complete philosophy and guide for living which
could stand on its own, apart from the political schools of capitalism

and socialism’. No doubt, Shariati found his main inspiration in Shi‘ite - - -

Islam, and this is especially true when one considers his use of radical
Shi‘ite symbols, but he also used much of Marxism. Marxism for him
meant, however, not a universal ideology explaining the metaphysical
aspects of life, but a political and social tool explaining society and
history.

Shariati’s first and foremost concern is with Muslim society in general,
though Iranian society is of particular importance to him. It is thus not
unnatural for an ideologue like Shariati to make use of Marxist idiom
in order to explain the praxis of his society. It is also noteworthy that
Shariati does not use theological terms, nor is he interested in the
metaphysical and philosophical aspects of Islam; his interest is only in
its anthropological and social facets. Thus, it may be said as a summary,
that in his ‘philosophy of praxis’ Shariati utilises popular language and
‘common sense’ in order to make people conscious of their situation
and critical of themselves and their external circumstances.

But this is also the powerful legacy of Marxism to the modern world
and Shariati has undoubtedly come under its influence and applied it in
his own special way. Furthermore, the influence of Marxist methodology
on Shariati’s ideas and his analytical apparatus is quite clear from the
way he conceives of the relationship between the intellectuals and the
masses. True, he does not go as far as to mention ‘class struggle’ but it
is also undeniable that he views society as a unit polarised between two
major groupings: the dominant élite on the one hand, and the dominated
masses on the other. The concept of the ‘intellectual’ which Shariati is
so fond of, may, in my opinion, be derived from that of ‘the organic
intellectual who moves the masses’ which is from Antonio Gramsci.
Yadgari, however, does not view Shariati in this light. It is true, he says,
that Shariati places ‘great emphasis on the masses as the prime movers
of revolution’, but this inspiration does not come to him from Marx.
Though Yadgari insists that Shariati is solely inspired by the Qur’an and
Sunnah, 1 believe that he has totally accepted the whole gamut of Marxist
theory of history. With his use of Shi‘ite symbolism, the language of the
masses, however,. Shariati’s goal is merely to draw out and make
coherent the latent potentialities of the Shii masses. Thus, 1 see Shariati
as ‘Islamic’ in his ideas, but ‘Marxist’ in his methodology.

Yadgari’s book lacks a coherent analysis of Shariati’s thought. For
instance, he does not view Shariati’s intellectual development against
the backdrop of the religious, social and political forces that have shaped
Iran since 1950. Such an analysis, the intellectual set in relief against
the changing socio-economic order, would certainly have helped us
comprehend the baffling phenomenon of Islam and the revolution in
Iran and its repercussions in the rest of the Muslim world.

Unlike Yadgari, Smith’s Islamn and the Search for Social Order in
Modern Egypt offers a comprehensive account of the social and political
development of Egypt in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. The book is extremely well-documented, and important. First
of all because Smith makes great efforts to chart the development of
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202 4. Buch. Die moderne arabische Literatur 8 08 [, Agypten. 2. Die Prosa. 8. M. Hu. Haikal 203
:1tu{;ﬁﬁ?ﬂif;tbﬁémfrt[gr a;s ’g‘“d al-udab® al-muEsirin). — ) Die Titelheldin des Romans hat der Verf. vielleicht
3 Bde, [902/1'0 3 %r,x ;O r. 1822' - 3 A”‘/Vv?ﬂtd_t, ‘ etwas zu sentimental fiir ein einfaches Fellahenmadchen
au Cyrano de I’S’er:réra; u?[;/,'as'/ /r-', 1925. — 4. As-Sasir gezeichnet (s. K. V. Ode-Vasilieva in Zap. Koll. Vost. V,
liya allati cwadaahi df—.\"(icz';)‘/ a/fé‘ f_‘-"” ‘g"‘"”")’“ al-tamii- 300/1). Neben ihr steht der junge Mann aus der Herren-
K. 1925. — 5. Magdnlin au ¢ }ZI?T;_/ . Rostand, 3. Dr. schicht (Hamid), der sich zunachst in eine Verwandte ver-
al-kitib al-Fronsi as.lahir Al /w‘fzfv f[é“ as-saizafin tallf | liebt, aber durch die Sitte gebunden, nicht dazu kommt,
K. 1923, s. Dr. 1g28. — 6 1[’)“10_" y arr mztla[z(za_,m, 4. Dr. ihr seine Liebe zu gestehn, und dann von ihrer Verheiratung
hnlasat” riwaya tamt.zliva éz'/z\dd ’z}',”/ A sa‘éll_“{'l"éf wahya mit einem andern iberrascht wird. Auf dem Lande sucht
as-Sahir Frangois C::P}’ée ma“abvc;sm lil-kanb al-Franst | er Trost in der Liebe zu der schonen Zainab, findet aber
(mit Vorrede von H. a&-Sarif a ba'd tasarruf, 4. Dr. 1925 kein Gehor, da sie doppelt gebunden ist, durch ihre Pflicht
o Paul wa Vireinie lz'sl-,éaln'b V'/[}'?é- 1920). — 7. Al-Fadila gegen einen ungeliebten Gatten (Hasan) und durch ihre
e St Pierre m?tla/z/zae; att ISZ - If(‘:zzmz as-Sfakir Bernardin Liebe zu dessen Frgund Ibrahim, der als einziger aus dem
Bull. ¢’Etudes de l'fr;st?ft'tzbl r. 1924, s. E. Saussey, Dorfe zum Militdrdienst nach dem Sudan geschickt wird.
3. Al-Oadiva al—ﬂ{isril ut Francais de Damas I, 49/80. — i Nach endlosen sentimentalen Betrachtungen ber die Unnatur
0. A[—[;tz'égij;;z K. 103 }’“_’”l” ;‘é”l;?t 1921 ila s. 1923 — der sozialen Ordnung verlisst Hamid seine Familie, um in
A ‘Ubaid Da;ma'skugs % - IO.E.a Uéza_t al-M. Auswahl von der Hauptstadt ein neues und selbstindiges Leben zu be-
chrse—hu’ncr o 34};3.‘d_ ine Skizze von :hm in engl. ginnen. Zainab geht an der ‘Schwindsucht zugrunde, die
New York 1028 rowbridge Hall, Egypt in Silhouette, nach dem Muster der franzosischen Literatur auch in den
920 | tiirkischen Romanen der Zeitals Mittel, unglucklich Liebende
. von der Last des Lebens zu befreien, sehr beliebt war.
8. Den ersten entscheidenden Antrieb zu einer Ist die Zeichnung der Charaktere noch etwas schema-

‘ tisch geblieben, so entschiadigt der Verf. den Leser durch
die reichen Schilderungen der Landesnatur, die von seinem
Heimweh diktiert und verkldrt das ganze Buch durchziehn.

von der europiischen Literatur technisch beeinflussten

- - !

ihrem Geist nach aber echtigyptischen Erzihlungs-
5 te

kunst ging von M. [ ' '
g . Hu. Haikal aus, der ;
in seinen weiteren Werken andre B;hnensel.bSt }flwar Daneben steht manche gelungene Schilderung des Dorflebens;
aber auch auf diesen der Li €inschiug, gut gezeichnetist u.a. die Figur des umherstreifenden Mys-
er Literatur neue Wege wies. : tikers, der sich beim Dorfschulzen bewirten ldsst und nach
Am 20. 8. 1888 oeb., studierte er 1 . . der iippigen Mahizeit ein Dikr mit den Dorfbewohnern
. . o ~ S i
1909/13 in Paris, wo er den Grad eines %r.S/c?eéflij[a::w::s veranstaltet. Im Augenblick macht er damit sogar auf den
Er e S e I i e o et s Dronas g gebilderen Hinid Bindeuck fer duech das ool csen
er erem Eifer im Dienst d » 4 - .

der Politik. 1922 libernahm er die Schriftleitunceéefziss‘i‘y;?: ’ bald enttiuscht wird. Im iibrigen bleiben auch die Charaktere
der er 1926 die as-S. aluséi‘iya angliede t ! der Nebenpersonen reichlich schematisch; kein Wunder
: erte. A p ; ’
1937 trat er in das Ministerium yM_ Maghmadr Ifaéa$mz\12119éc;§£ ! da der jugendliche Verfasser noch keine tiefere Menschen-
?}futi/[rlr?cl:itt(::s:nci)r}x]i:;rz?ge{%uilie FtinAun?l ubernahm spater das kennl\tfl;.lcshé):ius:s klgﬁg}:e.zum zweiten Mal erschienen war
ortrai ollo I, 101). : '
Als Student in Paris schriebp er um se)in Heimweh rief es eine lebhafte Diskussion in der Presse hervor, liber
zu stillen, Zainab, Manazir wa'allaq rifiya, digalan: Misri die Gibb, BSOS, VII, 12ff berichtet. Al-Mazini eroffnete sie
Sfallal, K. Matb. al- = ari ; ! : ; in der Wochenausgabe der as-Siyasa und fasste ihre Ergeb-
seinem Name:' Ka/ Gamd& OI;)J' 0934)_’ ‘die er 1929 unter nissen in den Artikeln vom 27. Z und 4.5.1929 zusammen,
liess. Es ist der e.rs(;;ej\./’( 3th- dal-Gadid) neu erscheinen nachdem der Verf. und M. ‘Al ‘Inan eb. vom 22. 2, I. 3 und
ersuch, das Leben der Landbevol- 8. 3. geantwortet hatten. Mit Recht betont der Verf.,, dass die

kerung zu schi i i
& schildern, wie es ist. Novelle in Agypten bisher keinen rechten Boden hatte finden
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LOVE, PASSION AND CLASS
IN THE FICTION OF MUHAMMAD HUSAYN HAYKAL

CrARLES D. SMiTH

SAN Dieco State UNIVERSITY

Haykal’s fiction dealt consistently with love relationships and their potential fulfillment in
Egyptian society. His treatment of these relationships varied according to his sense of his ability
to gain political leadership and guide Egypt toward progress on Western lines. The clash
between Aubb, true love, and Aawa, passion, was also one between the intellectual and mass
interests, serving as a metaphor for Haykal’s opinion of his career. An examination of this fiction
suggests the use of literature as an index of the intellectual’s self-image in a modernizing society

and his response to the social impact of modernization.

IN A RECENT ARTICLE, John V. Fleming called for
the greater utilization of literature by historians as a
means of understanding the culture of a specific age
or region. Fleming used the example of medieval
literature as a source of specific information
regarding military, economic, and social practices of
the period in question.! In this article I wish to
consider the use of literature as evidence in an
interior manner, indicating personal evaluation of
circumstances and feelings associated with specific
historical situations. The fiction of Muhammad
Husayn Haykal is an index, varying according to the
period of his life considered, of his sense of his own
ability to realize his self-image as an intellectual and
leader on the basis of ideas derived from European
thought but refracted through a sense of status
gained in his traditional social milieu. Haykal’s

fiction spans the period from his young manhood to’

his retirement. It incorporates a personal evaluation
of his feelings in responding to socioeconomic and
political developments in a transitional society
through the metaphor of love relationships. In
addition to tracing Haykal’s changing opinion of the
possibility of finding love in Egyptian society,
symbolizing his attempt to gain political as well as
intellectual leadership in Egypt, the article suggests
the possible uses of fiction as supplementary
evidence based on the writer’s consciousness of his
intent and his cdnceived role rather than viewing
him as a product and reflection of society alone.?

Muhammad Husayn Haykal (1888-1956) was

born in a village in the Egyptian delta to a “‘rural
family with a tradition of local leadership” as well
as of “learning and piety,” a group which Albert

249

Hourani rightly considers ‘‘the creative class of
Egypt” at the turn of the century.? T

He attended secular schools in Cairo from the age
of seven. Initially intending to become an engineer,
he traveled to Europe where he studied law,
receiving his doctorate from the Sorbonne in 1912,
During these years in Paris, 1909-1912, he wrote
his novel Zaynab, considered generally to be the
first modern Arabic novel because it broke with the
magama (rhymed prose form) literary style and
used narrative prose.*

After World War I, Haykal abandoned his legal
career for journalism and politics, becoming in 1922
editor of al-Siyasa which advocated reform along
Western lines and was the organ of the Liberal
Constitutionalist Party which opposed the more

‘popular Wafd and its national hero, Sa‘ad Zaghlal.

Al-Siyasa and Haykal personally argued for the rule
of the Western-educated elite they associated with
the Liberals, the “most capable” because of this
education, and condemned the Wafd’s appeal to -
popular emotions and reliance on popular support.
Such astance did not bring victory in open elections,
leading them to ally with palace and British
elements at times to oust the Wafd and gain power
themselves during the 1920s. A particularly
abrasive issue in the latter half of the decade was the
charge of atheism hurled against the Liberals
because of their attacks on Islamic duthority and
influence in Egyptian society. These charges led the
Liberals, Haykal in the lead, to gradually shift to an
Islamic orientation in the 1930s, giving up the
specific advocacy of Western ideas and secularism
found most clearly in the weekly al-Siyasa, founded
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al-Haydari, Buland

(Damascus, 1968) and al-Wamd (Damascus,
1970).

Further reading
al-Atrash, M.I., [Inijahar al-qissa ft Sariyya,
Damascus (1982).
Azrak, M.G., and Young, M.J.L. (trans), Modern
Syrian Short Stories, Washington, DC (1988).
M.J.L YOUNG

al-Haydari, Buland (1926—96)

Iraqi poet. Born in Baghdad to a Kurdish
family, al-Haydarl was largely self-educated.
As a young man, he was a political activist,
intellectually open to leftist and existentialist
ideas. In the 1940s, he founded the Lost Time
Group, which consisted of artists and poets
who met in the Waq al-Waq Café in Baghdad
to discuss avant-garde art and thought. Oppos-
ing the Iraqi monarchy no less than the Iraqi
republic that succeeded it, he lived in exile in
Beirut between 1963 and 1976, working in
turn as a schoolteacher, a journalist and a
bookstore manager, before returning to Bagh-
dad. After 1980, he lived in London where in
1981 he founded and edited a short-lived
magazine called Funiin ‘Arabiyya.

In addition to two collections of essays on
art and literature, al-Haydari published nine
volumes of poetry. His first volume, Khafqat
al-tin (1946), was written in a Romantic vein,
but his later ones exhibit an existential realism
that expresses his deep political and social
alienation in free verse with vividly flowing
images and sprightly rhythms. His poems have
a quiet, sad tone about them as they portray his
inner private world, his pain for the suffering of
others, and his quest for a better world. There is
in them a recurring Angst, often expressed in
the form of interior monologue and wistful
musings on the human condition, the destiny of
humankind and the Arab homeland. Although
al-Haydari’s poetic language is plain, almost
conversational, it conceals a masterful control
of linguistic elements and imaginative speech.

Text editions

Alwan, J.B., ‘Three poems by Buland al-Haydar’,
JAL 9 {1978), 150-1.

Asfour, J., When the Words Burn, Dunvegan
(1988), 81-3.

Boullata, I.J., Modern Arab Poets 19501975,
Washington (1978), 19-28.

Jayyusi, S.K., Modern Arabic Poetry: An Anthol-
ogy, London (1987), 242-6.
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Khouri, M.A. and Algar, H., Anthology of Modern
Arabic Poetry, Berkeley (1974), 120-30.

al-Udhari, A., Modern Poetry of the Arab World,
London (1984), 42-7.

———, Songs of the Tired Guard, London (1977).

L1. BOULLATA

al, Muhammad Husayn

(1888-1956)

Egyptian novelist, critic, journalist and politi-
cian. Haykal, who was born into a rich, land-
owning family, was sent to study for a doctorate
in law in Paris. While in France he wrote his
most famous work, Zaynab (published in
1913), which represents an important step in the
development of the Arabic novel in Egypt. Full
of nostalgic descriptions of the countryside and
of homiletic passages concerning the rights of
women, it tells the story of an Egyptian peasant-
girl who, because of the poverty of her true
love, is forced to marry another. The story is
filtered through the consciousness of Hamid, a
young university student who clearly represents
the sentiments of the author.

Haykal was a vigorous participant in Egyp-
tian journalism and politics during the turbulent
1920s and 1930s, later becoming Minister of
Education on two occasions. In his critical
writings he showed the influence of his period
in France by advocating the need for objective
standards in evaluation; he was also an advo-
cate of ‘national literature’ (adab gawmi) and
of the continuity of the Egyptian tradition from
ancient times to the present. These views were
expressed in his most important collection of
critical articles, Thawrat al-adab (1933).

During the 1930s Haykal turned to the
Islamic aspect of the Egyptian heritage in
penning a series of biographical studies, the
first of which was Hayat Muhammad (1935).
This was followed by studies of the lives of
Abii Bakr (1944), ‘Umar (1945) and *‘Uthman
(posthumously published in 1964).

It was also later in his long career that he
published a second novel, Hakadha khuligat
(1955). A semi-educated Egyptian woman
living in Cairo manages to destroy the life and
career of her husband, a doctor of peasant
origins. The work reflects the disillusion of an
author who had witnessed profound .transfor-
mations in Egyptian society during the course
of its confrontation with Western culture. His
sentiments in this ephemeral work are those of
a generation that had seen itself replaced.
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millenium BC, to the court archives of Otteman Damascus, one is constantly
reminded of the mass of material which has still not been fully exploited. At the
same time, the uncertainty associated with the sources for the early Islamic period
in particular is highlighted by the inconclusive nature of several of the papers in the
second part. Space and ease of access elsewhere are presumably the reasons for the
lack of any survey of the Fatimid period and the associated Geniza material.

Secondly, the emphasis on land and social relations strikingly underlines the
elements of continuity which are otherwise easily ignored in the more traditional
military and political history. This point is especially usefully made in the papers
dealing with Syria around 1858 and with Egypt around 1798 and 1852. However, a
paper on Iraq after 1958 would have provided a useful comparison with postrevolu-
tionary Egypt.

Thirdly, the collection is & fruitful collaboration among scholars of several dis-
tinct scholarly traditions. The work of German universities, particularly in medieval
Islamic history, comes into its own here, especially when U. Haarman puts to such
excellent use the collection of Mamluk igta’ data produced by H. Halm for TAVO.
Likewise, work ab Arab universities bas a significant contribution to make, especial-
ly in the modern periods.

It would be a surprise were there not cause for minor complaints. F. M. Don-
ner’s paper on tribal settlement in 8th century Basra ignores any relationship be-
tween the migrants and already settled Arabs. M. G. Morony almost exclusively
relies on al-Baladhuri’s Putuh, which must cast doubt on some of his conclusions.
The relevance of the extensive table appended to M. A. al-Bakhit’s article on the
Hanash family in 15th and 16th century Damascus is tenuous. A. el-Dessouki’s
table (p. 443) fails to relate cash rent to price movements generally and, in any case,
does not illustrate his claim of the * growing value of cash rent”. The index includes &
reference to women, but several of the articles have references to women which are
not indexed.

But these are minor points. Regardless of provenance, this volume must be
judged a distinct success — coming out of a symposium held in Beirut in 1983, itis a
minor miracle.

Birmingham Jorgen S. Nielsen

Charles D. Smrt: Islam and the Search for Social Order in Modern Egypt: A Biogra-
phy of Muhammad Husayn Haykal. Albany, N. Y., 1983: State University of New
York Press (= SUNY Series in Middle East Studies, ed. Sh. Akhavi); X1 u.
249 8.

Das vorliegende Buch geht suriick auf eine Dissertation, die der Verfasser {geb.
1936) im Jahre 1968 bei der Universitit von Michigan eingereicht hat {Muhammad
Husayn Haykal: an intellectual and political biography [392 S.]). Ein Jahr zuvor war
Baber JoranseNs Buch Muhammad Husain Haikal. Europa wund der Orient im Well-
bild eines dgyptischen Liberalen erschienen (s. Rez. in Der Islam 46 /1970/ 137-39).
Dies mag einer der Griinde dafir gewesen sein, dal SmiTH seine Dissertation
erheblich verandert und erweitert hat, bevor er sie schlieBlich veroffentlichte. Was

10*
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Fuad Sayyid (Kuwait, 1961), pp. 299-300, 44, n. 2.

7 Ton al-Jawzl, Taibis Ibifs, ed. Muhammad Munsr 3T,
Dimashqf (Cairo: Idarat al-ifiba‘a al-Muairfya, 1928),
p. 169. Al-Muhasibr had criticized his disciple Aba Hamza
for giving the impression of being an incarnationist. Al
Hujwirt, Kashf al-mahjab, trans, R, A, Nicholson(“E. J. W.

Gibb Memorial,” XVIL; London: Luzac, 1967), pp. 182.

83.

8 Ct. al-Dhahaba’s notice on an Aba Bakr Mut_mnimad"

b. Ahmad al-Isbahanf in Tbar, 111, p. 282. Ardastan is a

town in the area of Isfahan. The identification is uncertain. -
Y CE Magoric, pp. 8-9, 12, 20-22, 28-29, 67-68, 68,

130, 142-43.

82 CF. ibid., pp. 141-42. On al-Hasan b, Muhammad (al-
Nisabarf) and his work, including al-Sarr4j's role in its
redaction, see Giffen, Theory, pp. 26, 73-74emand Paul
Loosen, “Die Weisen Narren des Ni isaburt,” Zeitschrift fir
Assyriologie, XXVII (1912); - pp. 184-229, especially
p. 193, .

%8 Al-Khayb, Ta'rtkk Baghdad, X, p. 468.

3 Cf. Masarit, pp. 24-25. 26.28, 72-73,73, 75, 139-40,
142, 191.

55 Al-Khattb, Ta'rtkh Baghdad, IX, p. 409,

8 cr Tabagat, 1, p. 21, title: “al-Tabaga al-gia mim-

man rawa ‘ar imamind, rahimahu >lan.”

87 Cf. al-Burjulant’s akhbar from Rabi‘a al-‘Adawiya
and Mu¢adha al-‘Adawiya mentioned below and n. 91.

#8 See Ibn Abf Yadla, Tabagat, 1, 290-91.

39 Al-Khattb, Ta'rtkh Baghdad, 11, p, 223,

0 Ct. Magarit, pp. 26-28, 33.38, 416, 126-27, 127,
respectively, )

U Ibid., pp. 146-47, 147, 147-48, 195, Al-Nadim
meations among the works of al-Burjulanf one entitled The
Enslaved by Love (Kitah al-mutayyamrn). Fihrist, trans,
Dodge, I, p. 458; Tijartya ed., p. 262.

9 Vadet, “Littérature courtoise,” pp, 151-32; Sezgin,
GAS, 1, p. 645. I4

% Tbn ADI Yada, Tabagat, 1, pp.192-95; Vader,
“Littérature courtoise,” p. 150.

9% Magoric, pp. 159, 254, 195-96.

% CE. ibid., pp. 215-18, 311-1%, 338-41,

% CE Abu’I-Faraj al-Isfahanr, Kitah al-Aghant (Dar al-
Kutub), IV, pp. 7, L1; 9, 14; 12, 1.9, on Aba "-CAtahiya;
IIL, p: 342, 1.8, on “Umar b. Abf Rabi‘a; and XIII, p. 339,
1L.5, 10, 16, on Ibn Kunasa.

" Al-Sakhawr (d. 902/1497), in his apology for historio-

graphy al-I%n, states that Ibn Abr 'l-Dunya wrote on the

“passionate inamorati” {al-mutayyaman, ie., “thoss
enslaved by love”), AL-T {an, trans. Franz Rosenthal in his
A History of Muslim Historiography (Leiden: E. J. Brill,
1952), p. 358, Most probably, the author in question is the
one with whom we are dealing. In view of al-Burjulani’s
interest in the subject it is not at all unlikely that Ibn Abf 1
Dunyi also wrote a book on the enslaved by love, although
no tide alluding to the topic is attributed to him by al-
Nadfm. )

T Aghant, X111, p. 302.

%8 Al-Dhahabr, Tbar, 11, p. 253. )

9 Al-Khatib, Ta'rtkh Baghdad, VIIL, pp. 86-87. AL
Kawkabr’s transmission is largely secular. Cf, however,
Masari<, pp. 105, 232.

190 Al Dhahabr, Ubar, 111, p. 47,

00 ALKhatth, Tartkh Baghdad, IV, p. 324; al-
Dhahabr, Tbar, III, p. 199. Vadet terms al-Tawwazf a
Hanbalite jurist (L’esprit courtois, p. 418, 0. 15 cont.).
Perhaps this description is correct, but it is not explicitly
confirmed by the sources I have consulted. In any event—
unless [ have been guilty of an oversight—al-Tawwazf has
no biographical notice in the Hanbalite tabaqat literature.

02 Al-Khatth, Ta’rtkk Baghdad, V1, pp. 308-309.

."’3 Cf. Magari¢, pp. 22-23, 32, 81-82, 85-36, 86.
<104 Cf.ibid., pp. 126-27, 127, 127, 127-28, 136-39,
146-47, 147, 147-48, 159, 159-60, 195, 195-96, 254—
thirteen out of thirty traditions examined.

LOVE, PASSION AND CLASS
IN THE FICTION OF MUHAMMAD HUSAYN HAYKAL

CHARLES D. SMITH

SAN DieGo STATE UNIVERSITY

Haykal’s fiction deait consistently with love relationships and their potential fulfillment in
Egyptian society. His treatment of these relationships varied according to his sense of his ability
to gain political leadership and guide Egypt toward progress on Western lines. The clash
between Aubb, true love, and hawd, passion, was also one between the intellectual and mass
interests, serving as a metaphor for Haykal’s opinion of his career. An examination of this fiction
suggests the use of literature as an index of the intellectual’s self-image in a modernizing society
and his response to the social impact of modernization.

IN A RECENT ARTICLE, John V. Fleming called for
the greater utilization of literature by historians as a
means of understanding the culture of a specific age
or region. Fleming used the example of medieval
literature as a source of specific information
regarding military, economic, and social practices of
the period in question.! In this article [ wish to
consider the use of literature as evidence in an
interior manner, indicating personal evaluation of
circumstances and feelings associated with specific
historical situations. The fiction of Muhammad
Husayn Haykal is an index, varying according to the
period of his life considered, of his sense of his own
ability to realize his self-image as an intellectual and
leader on the basis of ideas derived from European

thought but refracted through a sense of status -

gained in his traditional social milieu. Haykai’s
fiction spans the period from his young manhood to
his retirement. It incorporates a personal evaluation
of his feelings in responding to socioeconomic and
political developments in a transitional society
through the metaphor of love relationships. In
addition to tracing Haykal’s changing opinion of the
possibility of finding ‘love in Egyptian society,
symbolizing his attempt to gain political as well as
intellectual leadership in Egypt, the article suggests
the possible uses of fiction as supplementary
evidence based on the writer’s consciousness of his
intent and his conceived role rather than viewing
him as a product and reflection of society alone.?
Muhammad Husayn Haykal (1888-1956) was
born in a village in the Egyptian delta to a “rural
family with a tradition of local leadership” as weil
as of “learning and piety,” a group which Albert

249

Hourani rightly considers ‘“‘the creative class of
Egypt” at the turn of the century.’

He attended secular schools in Cairo from the age
of seven. Initially intending to become an engineer,
he traveled to Europe where he studied law,
receiving his doctorate from the Sorbonne in 1912,
During these years in Paris, 1909-1912, he wrote
his novel Zaynab, considered generally to be the
first modern Arabic novel because it broke with the
magama (rhymed prose form) literary style and
used narrative prose.*

After World War I, Haykal abandoned his legal
career for journalism and politics, becoming in 1922
editor of al-Siyasa which advocated reform along
Western lines and was the organ of the Liberal
Constitutionalist Party which opposed the more
popular Wafd and its national hero, Sa‘ad Zaghlal.
AF-Siyasa and Haykal personally argued for the rule
of the Western-educated elite they associated with
the Liberals, the “most capable”” because of this
education, and condemned the Wafd’s appeal to
popular emotions and reliance on popular support.
Such a stance did not bring victory in open elections,
leading them to aily with palace and British
elements at times to oust the Wafd and gain power
themselves during the 1920s. A particularly
abrasive issue in the latter half of the decade was the
charge of atheism hurled against the Liberals
because of their attacks on Islamic authority and
influence in Egyptian society. These charges led the
Liberais, Haykal in the lead, to gradually shift to an
Islamic orientation in the 1930s, giving up the
specific advocacy of Western ideas and secularism
found most clearly in the weekly al-Sivasa. founded
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- Sheehan, Edward R.F. (The Most powerful Journalist in the World) xi-xxxv.
- — . (The Second Most Important Man in Egypt).
- Stewart, Desmond (the Rise and Fall of Muhammad Hayka).

' - Who Was Who in the Arab World, 1997 - 1998, 278.
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ARAP EDEBIYATI

Covabiu vererck babasini giig bir duruma sokarak savasa girmek sartiyla hiirriyetini
ve ofullufunu kazanmay: bagarmus ve dilgmanlariyla savasarak ganimet olan biitiin
mal ve eyyay! tamamiyla ellerinden almistir,

Baslangigta ancak bir iki beyit miktari giir sdylerdi. Bu durumunu ayiplayanlara
mualtakasini sdyleyerek pratik bir cevap vermistir. Kendisi son derece o8mert idi. Hig
kimse tarafindan itiraza ugramamss giizel siirler] vardir,

Annem sabahleyin 6limden muaf imisim gibi beni Sliimden korkutacak laflarla
gbziinii actr, Dedim ki: Oliim herkesin varaca@t bir su bagidir. O sudan igmeden
kurtulug yok. Bil ki ben dldiriilmesem de elbette Olecegim. Her gece yattiiim zaman
yiceliklere nasil ulagacifnm diigiinmekle mesgul oluyorum.” Anlamindaki siiri Hz.
Muhammed’e okundugunda peygamber efendimiz ‘Antera’dan bagka higbir bedeviyi
gormek arzulamadigimi, fakat bunu gdrmek istediklerini sOylemigtir.

Duda@ yarik oldugundan kendisine ‘Antera el-Felha denilir.

* < Able’nin kitnyesidir.

> Araplar atey yakmak i¢in yardiklart kalinea bir deginein her ild pargasim digerine
huzla siirterlerdi.

* Muallakasim ‘Amr b. Hind’e hazirlikstz sdyledigi rivayet edilir. Bu eserinde Bekr
ve Taglib arasinda anlasma olduktan sonra meydana gelen problemleri anlatir,

Yedi perde arkasmdan siir sdylerken ‘Amr b. Hind siirini begendigi icin perdeleri
agtirmugtir. Ebu ‘Ubeyde bu muallakay: uzun olmakla beraber giizel olan kasidelerden
biri olarak kabul eder. Asma*1’ye gore Haris bu kasideyi 135 yaginda iken s6ylemistir.
Edebu’l-Katib serhinde bir asaya dayanarak bu kasideyi sGylemis oldugu yazar. Sai
yolculuk ve savag hamrhigim tasvirde muallakasinda olan “geceleyin kararlarim
verdiler ve hepsi aym goriigte birlegtiler. Sabah olunca aralarinda bir giiriiltii bagladr:
afiran, cevap anlatan, at kignemesi, deve Sffirmesi hepsi vardr.” anlaminda olan iki
beyti glizel buluyor.

% Hind sevgilisinin adidir.
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MUHAMMED HUSEYN HEYKEL VE MILLi EDEBIYAT
HAKKINDAKI GORUSLERI

Mustafa Kise"

Ozet: Misirh romanct, elegtirmen, gazeteci ve politikact. Arazi sa-
hibi zengin bir aile igerisinde dogan Heykel, egitiminin ilk ve
ikinci kademelerini deviet okullarnda aldr. Daha sonra hukuk
doktorasi yapmak igin Paris (Sorbonne)’e gonderildi. Fransa’da
iken Misir’da Arap romanciligimin geligiminde Gnemli bir adim;
temsil eden en meshur calismas: Zeyneb i yazds. Heykel, 1920ler
ve 30’larin gatkantis1 esnasmda Misir gazeteciligi ve politikacili-
ginda etkin bir isimdi. Tenkit yazilarinda degerlendirmede objektif
dlgiilere duyulan ihtiyact ve aym sekilde milli edebiyat (el-
edebu’l-kavmi)’m ve Misir geleneginin geemis zamanlardan su
ana kadar devamhiligmin savunuculugunu da istlenmek suretiyle
Fransa'daki déneminin etkilerini gdsterdi. Bu gorlisler onun en
onemli elestirel makale koleksivonu Sevratul-Edeb’de ifade
edilmigtir,

Anahtar Kelimeler: Muhammed Huseyn Heykel, Modern Arap
Edebiyati, Misir, Mili Edebiyat.

Muhammad Husayn Haykal and his Thoughts on National
Literature

Summary: Egyptian novelist, critic, journalist and politician. He
was born into a rich landowning family and received his ptimary
and secondary education in governmental scholls. Then was sent
to study for a doctorates law in Paris (Sorbonne). While in France
he wrote his most famous work, Zaynab. The novel drew the
aitention of critics as the first original novel ever written in the
Arabic language. Haykal was a vigorous participant in Egyptian
Journalism and politics during the turbulent 1920°s and 30s. In his
critical writings he showed the influence of his period in France by
advocating the need for objective standards in evalution; he was
also an advocate of ‘national literature’ (adab qawmi) and of the
continuity of the Egyptian tradition from ancient times to the
present. These views were expressed in his most important
collection of critical articles, Thawrat al-adab.

Keywords: Muhammad Husayn Haykal, Modern Arabic
Literature, Egypt
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author that he pay personally for all changes in
proof (npte the price!)? The next volume, eagerly
awaited, will require elaborate indexes, for which
this volume already cries aloud.

% J. DUNCAN M. DERRETT.

3

A MODERN ARABIC BIOGRAPHY OF MUHAMMED: A

CRITICAL STUDY OF MUHAMMED HUsaYN HAYKAL'S
“HAYAT MUHAMMAD’, By ANTONIE WESSELS.
pp. %, 272. Leiden, E. J. Brill, 1972. FI. 50.

This is a study of Haykal’s Hayar Mulammad, a
book which has received considerable attention
from orientalists and has attained a great popularity
in the Muslim Arab world. The author sheds much
light on the background of the writing of the book,
particularly the impact of missionary activity which
explains the apologetic tone that runs through this
book, together with related Arabic writings of the
same period (pp. 44 fl.). She also traces the genesis
of the book from the original newspaper articles in
the weekly literary supplement of as-Siyisa al-
usbit'iyya. The main bulk of the study is taken up
with an analysis of the contents of Haykal’s book,
divided into three chapters dealing respectively with
Muhammad as Man and Prophet, as Husband, and
as Statesman. In each case the analysis is followed
by an “interpretation of Haykal’s prescntation”,
an attempt to assess its degree of objectivity and to
bring out Haykal’'s own explicit convictions and
tacit assumptions which reflect the contemporary
»c]imale of thought. The book ends with a chapter
entitled “Summary and conclusion”, in which Miss
Wessels examines mainly the relation of Haykal’s
work to the classical Arabic sources (pointing out
Haykal’s over-rcliance on Ibn Hisham), and to the
works of Orientalists, in particular Dermenghem
(exploding the erroneous view that Haykal merely
translated him, p. 211) and Muir, and tries {0 define
the extent to which Haykal follows a “scientific
method™ in the writing of his biography.

Miss Wesscls’s trcatment is clear and generally fair
(sec, e.g., pp. 121 fI., 171). Her conclusion that
while Haykal's *‘adherence to the historical, critical
method is not constant’”” his own comment on his
work “must be taken completely seriously™, namely
that it is “the beginning of the scientific study of the
life of Muhammad in Arabic” (p. 248), is one which
no impartial reader of the book can deny, especially

after reading Miss Wessels's detailed study. There are .

in fact very few things to quarrel with in this book.

One might perhaps voice some doubt as to whether
Baykal’s book merits such a massive treatment,
but that is another matter. However, in a book of
this length a slightly more detailed discussion of the
author’s general work than the one we are here
given (pp. 34-5) would not have been out of place:
Hayat Muhammad should have been more firmly

placed in the perspective of the intellectual develop- -

ment of Haykal, Likewise, instead of being given in
the Introduction an account of the literary works
dealing with the Prophet’s life and written after
Hayar Muliammad, one would have welcomed such
an account in the conclusion where Haykal’s work
is discussed in relation to others. (In fact, the
influence of Haykal’s book is altogether too briefly
discussed, pp. 39-42.) 1t is of course doubtful if it is
methodologically valid to compare the imaginative
and literary writings of Taha Husayn, al-Hakim, and
Sharqawi with a biography that professes to be “a
scientific study’™ and it is arguable that for such a
comparison a more ‘literary” work by Haykal
like Fi manzil al-wahy might have been a better
choice. However, be that as it may, the author could
have traced the direct line of descent from the
Mu'tazila-like rationalism of Haykal (pp. 82 fl.;
90 .}, through'Aqgad and Hakim right down to
Shargawi’s pure secularism. Incidentally, the work
that is related to Nasser’s regime is not so much
Shargawi’s (p. 20), from which Muhammad emerges
like a2 Marxist revolutionary, as Fathi Radwin’s,
which delineated Muhammad and his band of
young disciples in terms unmistakably applicable to
the revolutionary junta of young army officers. The
book is marred by many misprints which are not
recorded in the list of errata.

M. M. Bapawi.

IsN AL-Jawzi's KITAB AL-QUSSAS WA-'L-MUDHAK-
kiriN, Edited and translated by MEerLiN L,
SwarTtz. (Recherches publiées sous la direction
de I'Institut de Lettres Orientales de Beyrouth.
Sér. 1: Pensée Arabe et Musulmane, Tom.
XLVI1i) pp. i, 265, 171. Beyrouth, Dar el-
Machreq Editeurs, 1971.

From the early days of Islam anyone could set
up as a teacher of religion and they came to be called
tellers of tales and advisers or warners. The former
sort, the ancestors of the later tellers of historical
romances, sometimes lived on their art while the
latter might be scholars or merely pious Muslims

who wished 1o help their fellows. Both sorts are
classed together as preachers. The bulk of this text
consists of anecdotes about, or sayings of, these
men and so gives the reader enough material to
judge this corner of religious life. Ibn al-Jawzi has
arranged his matter and made a franie for it based
on approval and condemnation by others and his
own idea of what a preacher should be.-This portrait
is purely Utopian; he should know Arabic literature,
all branches of religious knowledge, and history;
he should not live on his preaching but should have
some other source of income and be authorized
by the ruler. Well-known names appear at times in
odd places; Ahmad al-Ghazali, the brother of the
theologian, collected 1,000 dinars at one sitting, a
woman giving her gold anklets weighing 140 dinars.
With this money Ahmad gave a feast to the Sufis,
who fed and then danced. On leaving the feast
Ahmad passed a water-wheel and was so struck by
its groans as it revolved that he threw his scarf over
it and the wheel tore it to pieces. What is practically
praise of Iblis is also ascribed to this Ahmad.
Another preacher is given a saying which is most
naturally translated “The picture of ‘A’isha was
brought to Muhammad before he married her, so
he went about looking for her”. This kind of
embroidery of familiar tales was common. Another
said that the name of the wolf that killed Joseph
was so-and-so and, when told that Joseph was never
killed, said, “The name of the wolf which did not
kill Joseph was so-and-so.”” This man was probably
below the average in intelligence. Much space is
given up to long isnads which can interest only a very
keen student of Tradition; these have been left out
or much shortened in the translation.

This is Dr. Swartz’s first book and it is much
longer than it need be or than the readers might wish
because of the endless repetitions; it is a great pity
that none of his many helpers told him so. It is in
many ways a good book, The editor’s task was
comparatively light as there is only one MS, but
the search for parallel passages must have been long
and arduous. All this has been done well. Varjant
readings in the parallels are recorded. The indexés
are misleading. Ab ’I-Wafa' appears once in the
Arabic and twice in the English; Ibn ‘Aqil occurs
in the Arabic with six references, in the English with
15, with little to show that all refer to one man.
Notes on the subject matter accompany the transla-
tion; they arc often long, apposite, helpful, and
interesting. The translation is free but accurate.
Unfortunately, it is an attempt at fine English so the
directness and simplicity of the original is lost;
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“Don’t cry” has become “Refrain from weeping”.
It is also too wordy. A few points are open to criti-
cism; “heretic’’ is not a good translation of zindig,
which means some one not a Muslim and is only
applied to one as a term of abuse. Another book
from Dr. Swartz will be welcome, especially if he
can control his pen.

— P O A. S. TriTTON.

Surl EssAYS. By SEYYED HosseiN Nasr. pp. 184.
London, George Allen and Unwin, 1972, £3.50.

Much that is in this book has been said before,
vet a wide knowledge of modern mystical literature
in at least three Oriental languages is needed to
judge it fairly or to make the best use of it. Often the
‘writing is bad, being marred by a fear of short
words, love of abstract nouns, much repetition and
redundant words, unusual words, and involved
sentences. To give two examples: “uniformitarian-
ism”, “metahistorical”’. What can the latter mean?

The book begins with a sketch of the main Sufi
ideas and the spread of them among the young and
the western-educated, and in the West. Sufism is
only one case of the longing among the serious-
minded for a satisfying life. The author is in deadly
earnest and his zeal most impressive. As Sufism is
part of Islam it is better fitted than any other faith {o
unite men with God. Tawlhid means believing that
God is one; the author uses the word for “‘union
with God”, forgetting that a mystic said, “Desire
for union with God is selfishness.” The chapter on
the Koran is disappointing. Then comes what is
little more than a list of authors and their works.
An outsider is forced to say that the Sufi master at
times encroaches on the prerogative of God.

A detailed discussion of “states” and “stations”
follows; one writer makes out a list of 40 states of
which only the highest is Sufism. Writers were not
consistent in the use of these terms. The essay “Man
in the universe’ seems to the reviewer to be a mass of
contradictions with examples of bad grammar and
superfluous adjectives. Next is a list of men who
were influenced by Ibn al-‘Arabi, but no details are
giver. “Relations between Sufism and the Shi‘a™ is
very interesting but will be spoilt for most readers
by the author’s belief that Muhammad and other
Jeaders of the early Muslims were Sufis in all but
name. To argue that Ibn Habib did not write
Nalj al-baligha because passages in it occur in
carlier books is absurd. The infallible Imam of
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34 The Shaping of a “New Egypt”

hlms?lf drpppcd out of Egyptian politics carly in the war becoming Director of
the I:7§yptmn National Library, and al-Jarida ccased publication forever i June -
1915. Al-Jarida's nationalist orientation lived on, however,in a-new journal‘th't
commenced publication in May 1915, al-Sufur [The Unveiling Although clearfy

representing a peripheral attitude at the time, the modernist outlook expressed. in ,

this journal included further contributions to the territorial nationalist school of
thought that was to become dominant after the war.” e
" TheP\;’artlme writings of one Egyptian ’intcllcctual in particular, Muhammad
ﬂﬂ.,_"l’ﬂ were especially important in relation to the development of the
Egyptlan territorial nationalist perspective. In 1916, Haykal published a seri cf
artlclgs on .the Egyptian modernist Qasim Amin in al-Sufir.” E\'“ormzllll‘y acls)ig—
graphlcal t'nbute to Amin, at a decper level the articles offered a powerful ncw
mtc.rprctat‘lon oflthc basis and nature of the Egyptian collective. Using the life of
Amin as his starting point, Haykal developed a theory of the relationship between
the cavironment of Egypt and the Egyptian nation which profoundly influcnced
later Egyptian territorial nationalism. ymenee
Haylfal's analysis of Qasim Amin and the Egyptian environment that had
§hz|pcq him was based on scveral methodological premises. Haykal conceptual
IZC('i history primarily in collectivist terms, as the evolution of groups su}?:h Ef\-
nations, races, or cultures. According to this assumption, humans arer;})cgi'll dn(lg
mals WhOSf: ac!ncvcments find cxpression in collective frameworks. Thus S‘(OCiCt
or the nation is the proper subject of historical inquiry. An indivi.due\l'; :1c0(»xn}-,
pllshm'cnts can be comprehended and explained only as representing z;rt‘ of th
collective historic accomplishment of his group. History properly undpcrstood s
gc 'sludy qf national cultural units, with the biographies of individuals (such alz
biaSIm hAmm) of' value obnly msqfar as tl_1cy reflect and personify the collective
ography., Tt.1e rise and fall of kings, their wars and power struggles, are merel
cxt?rnal ma‘mfcstations‘ temporary and in flux, of the collective l,ifc of th "
nat.lons,.whlch is the core and driving force of history, The development Cl;
nations is thus shaped not by individuals but by deeper and more }c)rma Ot
factors: “their temper, their customs, their beliefs, their hopes.” It is op th ln'el?
of thesc patterns that “regimes, kings, and wars” develop.™ . noe e
A second assumption of Haykal was that “objective research™ in literatur
art, folklore, and every other product of the human imagination is ossibl(; on?,
thrgugh a Fhorough comprehension of the physical as well as thc\ sl:)ci;)~ sych d
logical environment in which these forms are born and developcci A vfr);)ik 0;
art, for cx‘ample, is not generated in artistic isolation. It is not born. from with9
its creator§ own world of thoughts and private imagination, nor is it the fruit ”}
his to“tally independent and unfettered initiative. “It is a n1i;take ” claimed Hao
kal, to.study a work of literature as if it were a sclf-sufﬁc;cnt product y7‘-’
Rull?cr, its creator and his artistic world arc themscelves a consequence of h. 3|
cal influences from the environment and external social forkces These If)oryM-
rpold both creator and creation in their image; hence, the ur.lcovcrin fccs
lll’cralry work’s “socictal sources™ and “spiritual structurc;“ is the key to %m?lcf
:}t‘dndl'ng t‘l‘w \fvork.. Nc'ilhcr the creator nor his crcation can be understood if
cy arc “arbitrarily” isolated from their total sctting, or if one attempts tc
compre':;end them from the perspective of only one limited aspect o[; ‘th')
setting.”™ In sum, then, the study of the natural, social, and mental cnvironmcnltss

IS."U«&\ G@{Z‘si\f:’)ﬂ‘i , jauwt’,iﬁ: {“) J k(\LQ EL;

Egyptians, Ottomans, and Arabs during World War I 35
and of the historical conditions, customs, and emotions to which they give rise is
the only mcans by which all human activity, including literature, can be
understood. !

The historical theories of Hippolyte Adolphe Taine (1828-1893) had a semi-
nal influence on these postulates about socicty and history propounded by Haykal
during World War 1. Haykal quoted at length from the works of this noted French.
literary historian and philosopher, and a decade later admitted that he had
studicd Tainc’s writings in depth prior to writing the scrics on Amin.® Taine’s
approach merits examination, for it offers the key not only to an understanding of
Haykal’s territorial nationalist concepts but also to much of the territorial nation-
alist thought that became so prevalent in Egypt during the postwar national ecra.

Rcacting to the subjective aspects of nincteenth-century romanticism, Taine

was an absolute determinist who believed that objective conditions totally domi-
nate the realm of ideas. Human development is completely governed by immutable
natural forces. The latter automatically and mechanistically shape the mental cha-
racteristics of both individuals and human collectives. Neither the individual nor
the group create their ideas or control the destiny of their development: rather,
both are imprisoned in the mold that shaped them and whose characteristics they
inevitably reflect. Because social and intellectual matters arc determined by mate-
rial conditions, Taine held that the study of society and ideas is capable of attaining
the same precision as is achieved in the natural scicnces. The laws of history and
morals are as capable of quantification and measurcment as are the laws of biology
and physics.” Hence Taine's approach to the study of human affairs, eventually
termed naturalism,* demandcd the application of the methods and techniques of
the natural sciences to the study of culture, literature, the arts, and ali other
products of thc human imagination.

According to Taine's determinist philosophy, “race” [la race], “milieu™ [le
milieu], and “moment” [le moment] are the three great forces shaping culture,
literature, art, belief systems, social norms, and collective perceptions. A com-
plete analysis of race, milieu, and moment, Taine posited, would assure a “com-
pletc” and “objective” knowlcdge of man’s entirc mental behavior and of his
culture in all its manifestations.® Taine's concept of “race” is not purely or even
primarily biological and should not be identified with later racialist theories. Race
for Taine was what the Hegelian school called Volksgeist, the spirit or the genius
of a particular nation.* Taine’s “milieu” is a straightforward concept. In brief, it
is the totality of physical conditions in which a nation is born and lives—its
environment or combination of soil, landscape, climate, and social institutions
characteristic of a specific place.”” “Moment™ to Taine was in fact the spirit of the
age, the Zeitgeist, the particular mental climate of opinions, beliefs, and ideals
dominant at a given point in time within a collective unit.® Unlike race and
milicu, which as soon as they crystallize become almost entirely static, the mo-
ment is changeable. However, cven though the “spirits of the moment” change
from one period of time to another, they also come to possess a cumulative force:
successive moments become interwoven into a single totality, and this totality
constitutes a factor of great influence in shaping the present and the future.”

Muhammad Husayn Haykal enthusiastically accepted both Tainc's rigid de-
terminism and the specific concepts of race, milieu, and moment as the operative
factors in the shaping of history. Tt is not difficult to appreciate why Haykal was
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MUHAMMED HUSEYN HEYKEL’IN HIKAYELERI

Rahmi Er’

Muhammed Huseyn Heykel (1888-1956), modern Arap edebiyatinda
ilk edebi romanin yazari olarak iin yapmis olsa da, onun edebiyata olan asil
katkist daha ¢ok edebi elestiri alaninda olmustur’. Bununla birlikte onun kisa
hikdye yazari olarak dncit rolit de inkar edilemez. Oliimiinden sonra oglu
Ahmed Muhammed Huseyn Heykel’in 6n soziiyle bir kitap halinde yayimla-
nan Kasas Misriyye (Darw’1-Me’arif, Kahire 1972; ikinci baski: 1974) hikaye
koleksiyonuna? ilaveten 1920°li yillarda yazdigt ve gogunlugu konusunu eski
Misir tarihinden alan hikayelerini de F7 Evkdti'l-Ferdg (1925) ve Sevratu’l-
Edeb (1933) iginde yayrmlamistir,

Burada sunu belirtmek gerekir ki Heykel'in hikayeleri, Arap hikéyeci-
liginin gelisimine olan katkisindan gok. bu entelektiielin gesitli toplumsal
sorunlar karsisinda nerede durdugunu belirlemeye yardimci materyal oluglart
acisindan onem tagirlar. Avukat, siyaset adami, gazeteci ve yazar gibi cesitli
kimlikleri kisiliginde birlestirmis olan Heykel, hikdyelerinde dogal olarak
toplumsal sorunlart one gikartmistir. Boylesi gok yonlii bir Kisinin, yirminci

yiizyilin ilk yarist Misi’ina ait hangi sorunlari dnemsedigini ve bu sorunlari
ele alirken benimsedigi bakis agisint belirlemek baglaminda hikdyeleri nem
tasunaktadir.

Heykel'in Kasas Misriyye adli hikdye koleksiyonu on bir hikédyeden
olusur. Bu hikdyelerden dokuzu evlilik merkezli olup bunlarm buyiik bir
boliminde ana kahraman kadindir. Bu hikéyelerde, evlilik agisindan erkege
gore geri planda hareket eden kadmna toplumun bictigi rol, kadmmn bu rolii
kabul edisi ve dolayisiyla 6zgirliigii meselesi one gikartilmaktadir. Bu du-
rum, Heykel’in itk roman Zeyneb’in de lizerinde yogunlastig iki temadan
biri olusu dikkate alindiginda, Heykel’in modern Misur kadininin sorunlarina
ne denli duyarl oldugunun bir gostergesidir. Heykel, koleksiyonun geriye
kalan iki hikayesinden biri olan Séhidu 'I-Melik’i, Misir’in diisman isgalinden
kurtarilmasi igin canini feda eden koylilerin kahramanhklarin’® &deta bir kez
daha hatirlatmak icin kaleme almis gibiyken, diger hikdyesi Mirds’ta ise, dzel
vakif kurmak yoluyla kiz gocuklarini mirastan mahrum birakmaya yonelik
uygulamalarin elestirisini yapar. Bir baska deyisle, bu son hikdyede de ana
konu, kadm-erkek esitsizligi baglaminda kadin haklandir.

Prof. Dr., A. U, Dil ve Tarih-Cografya Fakiltesi Arap Dili ve Edebiyati Anabilim
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MUHAMMAD HUSAYN BUSHRU’I — MUHAMMAD HUSAYN HAYKAL

#
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Shirazt [see BAB], who soon announced his own claim
o be Rashtl’s successor and the bab al-tmam.
Acknowledging Shirazyr’s c]alm Bushri’i was himself
deglqnated bab al-bab and the return of Muham-
mad’’. When Shirazi later (1848) assumed the title of
15%m. that of Bab was transferred to Bushri’y
Bushri’l soon established an important centre for
Bibism in Mashhad. During this period he regularly
acted on Shirazl’s behalf, and was widely regarded as
his leading disciple.

Following trouble with the authorities, he and a
band of armed followers left Mashhad in Sha‘ban

1264/July 1848. Their orlgmal intention may have
been to rescue the Bab from prison in Adharbaydjan,
but by September they were forced to barricade them-
selves in the shrine of Shaykh Abid CAli al-Fadl
Tabarsi in Mazandaran province. Here Bushrg’i led
a spirited defence against provincial and state troops,
ending with the surrender of the remaining Babis in
May 1849. He himself was killed in the course of a
sortie on 9 Rabi® I 1265/2 February 1849. Few of his
writings are extant.

Bibliography: M.A. Malik Khusrawl, Ta’rikh-1
shuhadd-yi amr, 1, Tehran 1973-4, 19-58 and passim
to 322; Mirza Asad Allah Fadil-i Mazandarani,
Kitab-i zuhir al-hakk, Cairo n.d., 112-42; R.
Mehrabkhani, Mulla Husayn, Los Angeles 1987. On
his writings, see D.M. MacEoin, Early Babi doctrine

qd history, forthcoming. (D. MacEo1n)

[UHAMMAD HUSAYN HAYKAL (b. 20

Auguxt 1888, d. December 1956), Egyptian writer

Bfthe first rank He participated, with several of his
contemporaries (al-*‘Akkad, al-MazinI, Taha Husayn,
etc.) In the formation in his country of a liberal way
of thought and a modern literature marked by attach-
ment to Muslim values, the influence of Europe and
consciousness of an Egyptian specificity.

Having graduated in law from Cairo in 1909, he
won a scholarship to France, and in 1913 presented
his thesis in law on ‘‘The Egyptian Debt”’. On his
return from Cairo, he published in 1914 his first
novel, Zaynab, which he had written in France and
which was to remain his masterpiece. Having become
a barrister and professor in the Faculty of Law, he also
practised journalism. At first he contributed to al-
Siyasa, then edited this newspaper in 1922, and
founded the weekly al-Siyasa al-usbir‘iypa (1926).

As a member of the party of al-Akrar al-dustiriyyan
(“the constitutional liberals’’) he came to play a
political role. He was to become minister (1937) and
President of the Senate (from 1945 to 1950). He
recounts this part of his activity and his concerns in his
memoirs: Mudhakkiral fi 'l-siyasa al-misripya (2 vols.,
1951-3). But above all he was an intellectual, a writef
whose production is of interest in two fields:
literature, with which he was involved as a practioner
and critic; and Muslim religion, of which he speaks as
a convinced believer and as a modern man.

To the first category belong the thesis on Jean-
Jacques Rousseau which he presented to the Univer-
sity of Cairo (Ist ed. vol. i, 1921, vol. ii, 1923), and
his collection of essays Fr awka( al-faragh (1925) which
was to be followed by a more systematic exposé,
revised and corrected, of his literary ideas under the
title of Thawrat al-adab (1933). Nor should one forget
his second novel Hikadha khulikat (*‘She is thus’)
which appeared a few months before his death (1956).

In the second catcgory must be cited his Hayat
Muhammad (1934), a life of the Prophet of Islam which
1s respectful of the most reliable Muslim tradition and
at the same time conforms with the requirements of
modern learning—notably echoing La vte de Adahomet

of E. Dermenghem, Paris 1929, and The Life of
Muhammad of Sir William Muir, Edinburgh 1923 (see
A. Wessels, 4 modern biography of Muhammad , Leiden
1972). After having dealt with the sire of the founder
of Islarn, Haykal also applied himself as an historian
to the biographies of its first three so-called
“‘Orthodox”’ caliphs: AbG Bakr (1942), ‘Umar
(1945), and “Uthman (only to be published in 1964,
after Haykal’s death). Finally, let us mention the
account of his own pilgrimage which he wrote in 1937,
Fi manzil al-wahy.

In all his work, Haykal appears as a man endowed
with a great capacity for work and assimilation,
capable of constantly starting afresh. As a good stu-
dent of Renan, he begins by doubting the creative
capacities of the Semites in literary matters and keeps
his distance from Arabism; like Lutfi al-Sayyid [¢.2.],
he extols an ‘‘Egyptian national literature’’; the
excavations of Upper Egypt demonstrate the impor-
tante of Pharaonic civilisation, the revolution of 1919
revealed a people to itself, what need is there to
dissolve in a larger Arabo-Islamic group? But his Life
of Muhammad, matched by the prefaces of its first two
editions and the two essays which serve as its conclu-
sion (Muslim civilisation as it appears from the Kur’an and
Orientalists and Muslim civilisation), asserts that he has
chosen his camp, Islam and Arabism, but without sec-
tarianism, for he is convinced that the salvation of the
whole of humanity can come only from Islam. He also
changes his master in European thought. Neither
Renan nor Taine suit him any more; only Bergson
can bring him this spiritualism, so familiar to Islam,
that the West, positivist and materialist, ignores
almost completely.

Rousseau seems to have retained all his old prestige
in his eyes. Does he not recognise in him an excep-
tional stature in the thesis which he devotes to him, by
making of him a kind of prophet of modern times?
And above all, does Zaynab not originate from La
nouvelle Héloise placed in a different setting! This dou-
ble denunciation of the misery of the peasant and the
distress of the woman constitutes a promising start for
the Arab novel, of which it is the first real manifesta-
tion. Despite its faults, the novel actually keeps today
all its value, but remains without posterity in
Haykal’s work. The second and final novel that he
wrote, a short time before his death, does not excite
our pity for the fate of an oppressed woman, but
arouses our indignation against a dominating wornan
who does exactly what she wants, subjugates and
buries her two successive husbands and maintains
excellent relations with God. So here things have com-
pletely changed. This does not owe so much to
Rousseau as one might think, but more to Nietzsche.

Furthermore, between these two works, which,
more than forty years apart, form the whole produc-
tion of Haykal, the difference of technique is also evi-
dent. If Zaynab is characterised by the peasant stamp,
the multiplicity of the poles (the author, the hero, the
two heroines) and by the attempt to impose the Egyp-
tian ‘‘national’’ dialect as the language of the
dialogue, Hakadha khulikat, on the contrary, is from
beginning to end the monologue of a modern woman
narrator who expresses herself in a fushd which, in the
event, perfectly suits the suggested settings: a man-
nered and affected woman’s boudoir, a psycho-
analyst’s couch and a mystic’s oratory.

Bibliegraphy: Shawki Dayf, al-Adab al-‘arabi al-
mu“asir, Cairo 1961; H.A.R. Gibb, Studies in contem-

porary Arabic literature, in BSOS, v (1929), 147, 450-

54, 464 = Studies on the civilization of Islam, ed. S.

Shaw and W. Polk, London 1962; Yahya Hakkj,
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Hakadha Khuligat: The Triumph
of the Irrational in the Fiction of
Muhammad Husayn Haykal

Charles D. Smith

N contrast to the attention which has been given to Zaynab,

Muhammad Husayn Haykal’s second novel and last work of
fiction, Hakachd Khuligat, has received scant attention.! That which
has been given has lacked depth as well as unanimity of opinion. Both
Raymond Fraucis and Baber Johansen have concluded that the heroine
has found inuer peace and serenity in acceptance of God and Islam at
the novel’s conclusion; Taha Husayn has noted that the heroine appears
stightly inad when turning to Tslam and wishes Haykal had treated this
shift more explicitly.? Johansen attributes Haykal's return to the novel
to his loss of political stature following the Nasser Revolution and,
particularly, Nasser’s abrogation of parliamentary life for ten years
beginming in March 1954 While probably true in that Hayvkal now had
more thoe to devote to the novel, Johansen does not analyze the novel
m political ters; neither do Francis or Taha Husayn.?

Though Heakadha Khuligat is not a representative work of fiction
within the scope of Kgyptian literature at the time of its publication, it is
important as a personal and political statement presented in fictional
form, a declaration of Haykal’s frustration at Egypt’s turning away from
parliamentary life and his disillusionment at the popular support given
to such an event. These feelings were not contradictory. Haykal's
affection for parliumentarianism had always been as an ideal indicating
national progress rather than as a reality demanding adherence to
popular will. Conversely, his and his party’s disillusionment with the
applicability of democracy to Egyptianlife had led to his shift to Islamic
themes to appeal to such popular opinion in the 1930s, descending to the
mass levelrather than leading from the vantage point of the intellectual.
That the result should be, from Haykal’s viewpoint, total failure and the
triumph of the masses rather than their manipulation by the elite,
thereby dooming his aspirations for leadership, left deep feelings of
cynicism and bitterness. These emotions, rather than inner peace and
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confuse the novice. If another edition of this important book is planned,
these variations in transcription should be corrected.

Both these works testify to the growing scholarly literature on the
position of women in the Middle East. Since the subject is a very topical
one, and one whose manner of treatment has important ideological
implications, it will probably continue to provoke both scholarly and
public interest. The growing corpus of scholarly literature on Middle
Eastern women already includes, besides the two works on the image of
women in modern literature discussed above, several general surveys and
collections and a number of largely modern ethnographic studies. What is
needed now are more investigations of the position of women in the pre-
modern Middle East and in traditional Islamic sources, other than the
ly normative ones like the Koran and the hadith.

Fedwa Malti-Douglas
University of Texas, Austin

NOTES

"I Fatima Mernissi, Beyond the Veil: Male- Fermnale Dynamics ina Modern Muslim Society
(Cambridge: Schenkman Publishing Company, 1975).

2. Elizabeth Warnock Fernea, A Street in Marrakech: A Personal Encounter with the Lives
of Morrocan Women (Garden City: Doubleday, 1976). A further example, in addition to the
two works under review, would be Lois Beck and Nikki Keddie, eds., Women in the Muslim
World (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1978). The cover of this book features a group
of women whose faces range from fully to partialty and totally unveiled. Interestingly enough,
thougH there are works whose covers contain neither a verbal nor a visual reference to veils,
like Flizabeth Warnock Fernea and Basima Qattan Bezirgan, eds., Middle Eastern M uslim
Women Speak (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1978), 1 have seen no examples of a work
. with a cover possessing both a clear verbal and a visual reference. It is almost as if writers (or
publishers) were faced with the choice between the open, verbal representation, and the less
obvious, though equally potent, visual sign. It goes without saying that the ideological
significance of these two types of representation is considerable. In effect, these book covers
function as myths in Roland Barthes’ sense. Sce Roland Barthes, Mythologies (Paris:
Editions du Seuil, 1957), pp. 191-247.

3. Cf. Sahair el-Calamawy’s statement:

The woman's emancipation movement was far ahead of the women in our

amodern novel and theater. Women even wrote novels themselves, but unluckily

some (especially in Beirut, where the whole atmosphere is freer than anywhere

else in the Arab world) stuffed their writing with sex or obscenity, believing it

would make them appear more emancipated. | emphatically say that 1 have not

yet read about a truly emancipated woman in any novel by an Arab author.
Sahair el-Calamawy, “The Impact of Tradition on the Development of Modern Arabic
Literature,” in George N. Atiyeh, ed., Arab and American Cultures (Washington, D.C.:
American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research, 1977), p. 52.
4. Cf. Fernea and Bezirgan, Middle Eustern Muslim Women Speak, pp. 273-290.

\

5. Cf. Trevor LeGassick, “The Image of the Jew in Post World War [ Arabic Literature,”
Al Arabivya, X1 (1978), p. 77.

6. In Fernea and Bezirgan, Middle Eastern Muslim Women Speak. pp. xi-xii.

7. Mernissi, Bevond the Veil, p. xvi. Cf., also, Fedwa Malti-Douglas, review of From
Darkness Into Light: Women's Emancipation in Iran by Badr ol-Moluk Bamdad, The
Middle East Journal, 34 (1980), p. 66. ’

8, In Fernea and Bezirgan, Middle EFastern Muslim Women Speak, p, 3341f,

9. See, for example, Noel Coulson and Doreen Hinchelifte, *Women and Law Reform in
Contemporary Islam.” in Beck and Keddie, Women in the Musiim World, pp. 37-51, and
especially pp. 4445, which shows important differences on this matter between Sunni and
Shi‘i legal schools as well as other changes introduced by the blending of Muslim and non-
Muslim codes.

Islam and the Search for Social Order in Modern Egypt: A Biography of
Muhammad Husayn Haykal. By Charles D. Smith. Albany: State
University of New York Press, 1983. xi + 249 pp.

In assessing the merits of this work I am tempted to quote the phrase of
Sergei Rachmaninov after he had just heard Vladimir Horowitz play the
solo part of his Third Piano Concerto, and say that Charles Smith here
seems to have swallowed Haykal whole, This is an exemplary piece of
painstaking and detailed scholarship based ona thorough awareness of the
secondary material available applied to a consideration, and sometimes a
reconsideration, of the primary sources. Those sources, incidentally, have
in this case not always been easy to find, and Professor Smith has spent
many years tracking down copies of a number of works and private
documents, the contents of which are all used to good effect in this work.
The detailed analysis of Haykal’s ideas and beliefs made possible by this
insistence on tracing materials back to their source lend this book an
authenticity which few other biographies of key figures in modern Middle
Eastern intellectual history can match.

After an initial chapter in which the notion of “modernity” is traced
through the views of such well-known figures as al-Tahtawi, al-Afghani,
Abduh, Qasim Amiin, Farah Antiin, and Lutfi al-Sayyid, the author
proceeds to analyse the development of Haykal's own ideas on a
chronological basis. The great strength of Smith’s work is that he succeeds
in integrating Haykal’s career into the background of the complex web of
Egyptian society and politics during one of its most fractious periods. The
second chapter, “The Formative Years,” takes us to the year 1922, and the
following chapter traces the activities of the Wafd and Sa“d Zaghliil and

FORRMIAT . vol: LY [2 (1979) s 2F3-27G(Philedelohic)
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PART TWO

MUHAMMAD HUSAYN HAYKAL
(1888 - 1956)



MUHAMMAD HUSAIN HAIKAL

EUROPA UND DER ORIENT
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- le Caire, Maktabat al-nahda al-misriya, 19€5.-
In-82 (24 cm), 220 p. [ Acg. 2931-66]
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( Tawrat al- adab. 3e éd.)
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HAYKAL (Muhammad Husayn).- Tawrat al-adab...-
Misr, Matba®at Misr, s.d.- 20 cm, 244 p.
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224; tradition, 116, 124, workers, 206;
youth, 112, 144, 166, 174-176, 185
Egyptian Constitution (1923), 43, 53, 63, 68, 271
Egyptian Democratic Party, 44, 93
Egyptian Federation of Industries, 283n
Egyptian General Agricultural Syndicate, 283n
Egyptian Ministry: of Education, 224; of Fi-
nance, 92; of the Interior, 60; of Wagfs, 59,
60, 249
Egyptian Museum, 176
Egyptian National Library, 34
Egyptian National Theater, 224
Egyptian Palace, 59, 62, 63, 66, 241-243, 247
Egyptian Parliament, 53, 64, 168, 169, 186, 271
Egyptian Red Crescent Society, 10
Egyptian Society for the Defense of the Sacred
Enclosure and the Istamic Holy Places, 251
Egyptian University, 16, 126, 127, 192, 226, 232,
234, 250, 263
Egyptology (misrulujiyya). 116, 173, 176,
306n
English: language, 92, 138, 139, 179; literature,
193, 202, 209; poetry, 122, 216; Revolution,
88, See also Great Britain
Enlightenment, 180, 181
Enver Pasha, 31
Euphrates, 160
Europe 5, 8, 25, 27, 29, 31, 43, 50, 92, 93, 107,
114, 115, 137, 142, 151, 162, 178, 180, 187,
199, 215, 220, 235, 237, 247, 256, 257, 259,
260; Central, 27; Christian, 140; Eastern,
51, 212; Europeans, 16, 180, 258; fiction,
209-211; history, 144; literature, 201; men-
tality, 83, 114; nations, 202; thought, 114,
—  123; Western, 3, 140
> Expressionism, 213

Fahmi, Abd al-*Aziz, 42, 48, 63
Fahmi, Mansur, 255, 265, 267
Fahmi, Mustafa, 189
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al-Fajr (journal), 95, 119, 125, 201, 212, 223,
224

Fakhr, 117

Fallah/fallahin, 16, 109, 110, 205-208, 216, 219,
224

al-Farabi, Abu Nasr, 114

al-Farazdaq (poct), 127, 185

Farid, Muhammad, 7, 17, 18, 23, 25, 27, 28, 30,
33, 48, 281n

al-Fath (journal), 128

Fatimids, 150, 153, 159

Fawzi, Husayn, 92, 223, 224, 3t1n, 317n

Faysal: Amir, 31; King of Syria, 50; King of
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Fiction, 209-211, 221-225

Fine arts: Arab, 119; Egyptian, 209, 211-214,
224,225 .

Fir‘awniyya, 164 :

Flaubert, Gustave, 200

France, 13, 47, 51, 64, 92, 154, 209, 220, 224,
238, 239, 266, 268; Impressionism, 213; in-
tellectuals, 80; language, 92, 137, 220; lit:
crature, 193, 202, 209; Mandate (over Syri
and Lebanon), 52, 233, 245-247, 266; occ
pation of Egypt, 150, 162; Revolution, 87,
88, 162

France, Anatole, 209

Freud, Sigmund, 210

Fu'ad, Ahmad: Sultan of Egypt, 33, 54; King of
Egypt, 57-60, 62-65. 73, 169, 186, 187,
240, 242-245, 247, 249~-251, 267

Gandhi, Mahatma, 180

General Eastern Conference, 264, 268

General Muslim Conference; See Cairo Cali-
phate Congress

Germany, 23, 24, 128; as ally of Ottomans, 23,
26, 33; language, 92, 137, literature, 193,
202

Ghallab, Muhammad, 107, 115, 116, 303n

Ghazal, 119

Gibb, Sir H. A. R., 221

Gide, Andre, 209, 210

Gorky, Maxim, 209

Government: British, 239, 247, 251. Egyptian,
50, 224, 233, 237, 238, 242, 244, 245, 249~
252, 257, French, 233, 245, 246; Islamic,
113; Ottoman, 3, 28, 29, 45, 52, 161

Graham, Sir Ronald, 5t

Great Britain, 811, 15-19, 23, 24, 2628, 31,
32, 40, 44, 45, 47, 48, 50, 52, 53, 57, 58, 64,
73,92, 128, 154, 179, 189, 233, 235, 237,
239, 241, 244, 247, 251-253, 266, 268; gov-
ernment, 239, 247, 251; occupation of
Egypt, 4, 6,7, 9. 11, 12, 16, 24, 30, 85, 162;
protectorate over Egypt, 25, 26, 40, 44, 54,
85, See also English

Greece, 51, 107, 118, 161, 171, 180, 181; art,
171, 181: civilization, 181, 184; conquest of
Egypt. 152; Grecks, 46, 111, 119, 120, 123,
138, 145, 148, 151, 152, 154, 173, 180, 187,
language, 92: literature, 180, {81, 193; mu-
sic, 124; philosophy, 181

Hadara, 104, 105, 111, 134
al-Hakim, Tawfiq, 84-87, 92, 97, 98, 105-107,

Index 341

Hamza, ‘Abd al-Oadir, 88, 89-92, 95, 172-174,
176, 181, 188, 264
Hanafi, Ahmad, 223
Hanna, Yusuf, 98, 205
Haqqi, Yahya, 223
Harb, Muhammad Tal'at, 222, 232, 233,
283n
al-Hariri (poet), 124, 127
Harran, 114
Harun al-Rashid (Caliph), 113
Hassuna, Muhammad Amin, 194, 211, 220, 221,
223
al-Hawfi, Ahmad Muhammad, 310n
Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, 9, 23, 26, 34-39,
56, 68, 70, 71, 79, 82, 87, 89-93, 95, 101,
105, 107, 108, 111-113, 116-119, 126, 131~
133, 141-145, 147-150, 152, 157, 158, 160,
161, 165~167, 169-173, 176, 178, 184, 193~
196, 204, 210, 211, 215, 218, 219, 221-223,
232, 233, 235, 263, 267, 307n, 323n
Hebrew University, 250
Hegel, Friedrich, 35, 101
Hellenism, 116, 152
Herodotus, 54, 130
Hija’, 117, 119
Hijaz, 16, 27, 30, 32, 50, 51, 60, 240-244, 279n;
language, 157, 220; Sharifian Kingdom in
the, 23, 237, 240
al-Hilal (journal), 68, 90, 95, 139, 169, 176, 223,
265
Hilmi, ‘Abbas 11 (Khedive), 18, 19, 24, 25, 27,
31-33, 48, 49, 52, 280n
History: “antiquarian,” 108; Arab, 105, 107,
118, 129; Egyptian, 131, 143-163, 167, 176,
187, 188, 191, 271, 272; European, 144; Is-
lamic, 83, 87, 88, 112, 144, 159, 160, 163;
Mediterrancan, 144, Western, 143, 144
Homer, 118, 180
Hoover, Herbert, 251
Horus, 176
Hourani, Albert, 13, 67
Hubb al-watan, 11
Hugo, Victor, 209
Hungary, 212
Husayn: Sharif of Mecca, 17, 27-31; King of the
Hijaz, 30, 50, 57, 240, 241, 266
Husayn, Ahmad, 91-93, 133, 135, 138, 152,
155-157, t66, 173-175, 178, 179, 182, 183,
224
Husayn, Taha. 89, 97, 98, 107, 150, 154, 155,
158, 223, 267
Husayn Kamil (Sultan), 24, 27, 33
Husayn-McMahon Correspondence, 242

Ibn al-‘As, ‘Amr, 100
Tbn Khaldun, 103-106
Ibn al-Khattab, ‘Umar (Caliph), 113
Ibn Nubata, Jamal al-Din, 158
Ibn Rushd, 114
Ibn Sa‘ud, ‘Abd al-*Aziz, 233, 242, 243, 266
fbn Sina, 114
Ibn Tulun, Ahmad, 158, 159; Tulunids, 159
Ibn al-Walid, Khalid, 47, 100
Ibrahim, Hafiz, 125, 184, 226
Ibrahim (Sultan), 9
Identity: Egyptian, 38, 67, 80, 97, 130, 156, 270;
Islamic, 67, 139
Hiad, 118, 180
Image: Arab counter-image, 96, 97, 130; Egyp-
tian, 77-85, 102, 105, 130-132
‘Inan, Muhammad ‘Abd Allah, 143, 144, 156,
202, 235
India, 56, 64, 116, 128, 179, 265, 268; Indian na-
tionalists, 52
Indo-European, 102, 107, 116, 123
Indonesia, 65
Insaniyya, 178, 179
Institute for Dramatics (Ma‘had al-Tamthil), 224
Intellectuals: Arab, 232-234, 256; Egyptian, 79-
95, 96-108, 111, 115, 118-120, 123, 124,
128, 129, 131, 135, 141, 144, 146, 149, 150,
154, 155, 159, 164, 172, 176, 191, 194, 196,
198-200, 203, 207, 208, 210, 211, 213, 214,
221, 234, 263, 270, 292n, 297n, French, 80;
Pharaonicist, 164, 166, 170, 175, 177-181,
184, 190
International Islamic Congress (Mecca), 63, 70,
72
International Muslim Council, 241
I'rab, 218
Iran, 64, 65, 112, 237, 265, 266, 267; Iranians,
103
Iraq. 141, 179, 194, 234, 235, 247; British Man-
date over, 247; Iraqis, 141, 142; Extradition
Treaty with Egypt, 238
Islam: architecture, 158; character, 167, civiliza-
tion, 7, 103, 111-113, 158, 163; community,
5, 28, 56, 61, 66, 69, 111, 154, 157, 159,
161, 163, 255, 272, “Egyptian Islam,” 157,
158, 167; government, 113; history, 83, 87,
88, 112, 144, 159, 160, 163; Holy Places, 29,
63, 233, 240, 242-244, 251; identity, 67,
139; law, 61-64, 69, 74, 92, literature, 112;
Islamic nation (al-umma al-Islamiyya), 7,
10, 20, 140, 160; patriotism, 70; politics,
113 socicty, 4, 103; solidarity, 17; states,
154, 237, 242, 266, tradition, 82, 103; unity,
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al-Husayni, Jamal, 252 140, 235

al-Husayni, Muhammad Amin, 248-250 al-Islam wa Usul al-Hukm (book), 60-63
Huxley, Aldous, 210 “Islamic company,” 233

Hyksos, 148, 151 Islamic Guidance Society, 251

Iraq, 52, 247, 267
Fertile Crescent, 15-18, 29, 30, 51, 52, 65, 232-
234, 239, 254, 265

109-111, 113, 116, 123, 124, 135, 141, 145,
146, 157, 158, 183, 184, 210, 224, 291n
Hamas, 117
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Asian and African Studies 25 (1991), 209-251  Printed in Israel

ISRAEL GERSHONI

IMAGINING THE EAST:
MUHAMMAD HUSAYN HAYKAL’S CHANGING REPRESENTATIONS
OF EAST-WEST RELATIONS, 1928-1933*

Introduction

Muhammad Husayn Haykal (1888-1956) was one of the most visible and
influential Egyptian intellectuals in the first half of this century. Agreement on
this extends from his contemporaries to later historians and literary critics. A
thinker’s stature can be measured by the conventional criteria — talent,
originality, creativity, boldness and philosophical and psychological acuity —
or by his intellectual legacy. Although Haykal’s rich body of work readily meets
all these criteria, some luminaries of his intellectual generation seemed more
impressive (Taha Husayn, Tawfig al-Hakim and ‘Abbas Mahmid al-*Agqgad
come immediately to mind). But an intellectual’s greatness can also be gauged by
another important criterion: his ability to express faithfully and
comprehensively his generation’s moods and inner dilemmas, to embody,
metaphorically, the ideals and aspirations of his society (or of key groups within
it), and to act as a seismograph for the tremors and changes the society
experiences over time. From this last point of view, there was probably no one in
his intellectual generation comparable to Haykal. A unique mix of fiction writer,
literary critic, social thinker, political essayist, historian, journalist, newspaper
editor and active politician, Haykal was among those few luminaries whose
writings succeeded in catching, powerfully and with remarkable accuracy, the

i

* The research for this article was carried out with the support of the Basic Research Foundation
administered by the Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities. I wish to acknowledge its
assistance with gratitude, while emphasizing that responsibility for the contents of this study is
mine alone.

0066-8281/91/1100-0209$5.50 © 1992 The Gustav Heinemann Institute of M.E.S., Haifa
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Bu demektir ki, tanriga Ma geligim tarihinin sonlarinda
baglangigtaki kimligine, yani Ana Tanricaliga geri dénmigtir.
Onunla ilgili rastladiimiz en son haber, Hiristiyanhktan dénme
imparator Iulianus'un M.S. 361'de Ma-Bellona'ya Basel'de bir
kurban sunmusg olmasidir®. Bizans kaynaklarinda da Komana'daki
Artemis, yani Ma tapiaginin kiliseye ¢evrildigi bildirilmektedir™.

Sonugta, resmi ve kuru bir kimlige sahip Roma dini kargisinda
asir1 cogkulu festivalleri, qldirtict dans ve mizikleri, nefsin
isteklerini kirma yolunda bedene verilen her tiir eziyet islemleriyle
ruhlar1 arindirip ona kaybolan saflifin1 vermeyi amaglayan ve
béylece yeni bir yasama dogma esprisi icinde sonsuz mutlulugu
vaadeden eski Dogu kiiltleri arasinda Ma'nin kiltid, benzer
nitelikleriyle bog inanglara diigskiin Roma halkini duygu yoéniinden
etkilemis olmalidir. Nitekim, bu kiiltiin Sulla tarafindan Roma'ya
getirilmesinin temelinde de, siyasi diigincenin Roma kamu oyunun
bu yanim1 demokrat muhaliflerine kargi kendi yanina ¢ekme kaygisi
akla gelmektedir. : »

8 Ammianus XXI 5.1; ayr. bkz. PWRE XIV/l (1930). s. 90,

0.

9 ° Procopius. Bellum Persicum I 17, 18; ayr. bkz. PWRE XIV/1 (1930). s. B

MUHAMMED HUSEYN HEYKEL VE ONUN
DIL VE EDEBIYATLA ILGILI BAZI
GORUSLERI

Rahmi ER*

Muhammed Huseyn Heykel, Arapea ilk edebi romanin yazan,
elestirmen, gazeteci ve siyaset adami olarak {in yapmig Misirh

_¢agdag bir entellektiieldir. Her ne kadar Arap edebiyatinda ilk

edebi roman yazar1 linvanina sahip olmusgsa da, onun Arap
edebiyatina olan asil katkisi, daha ziyade elestiri alanindadir.
Heykel, Avrupa kiltiiriini. Fransiz kiltirii temelinde almig olan
yazarlarin adeta bir sézcliligiini yapmistir!. Onun 1922 yihinda
editérligini tstlenmis oldugu es-Siydse gazetesi ve bu gazetenin
1926 yilindan itibaren ¢ikartmaya bagladigh haftalik sayisi es-Siydse -
el-Usbi'iyye, Masir'in oldugu kadar bitiin Arap diinyasinin.liberal
kanadinin s6zcisi olmustur. . : .

“Heykel, 20 Agustos 1888'de, Misir'in ed-Dekahliyye ‘eyaletine
bagli Kefr Ganndm'da varhkl bir arazi agasinin oglu olarak
diinyaya geldi2. Babasi, katiksiz bir Misirh idi. Ailenin varlikli olugu,
Heykel'in iyi ve rahat bir egiitim gérmesine olanak saglamistir. Beg

_ Kagmdayken, adet oldugu lizere 6grenimine dinf egitimin verildigi

Sy okulunda (kuttdb) baglamig ve burada Kur'dn1 Kerim'in yarisini
ezberlemigtir. Daha sonra yedi yasindayken Kahire'ye gitmis, ilk ve -
orta 6grenimi orada devlet okullarinda tamamlamigtir®.

* Dog. Dr. Rahmi ER, Arap Dili ve Edebiyati Anabilim Dali égretim f}yesi

1 H.AR. Gibb, Studies on the Civilization of Islam, London 1962, 5.273.

2 Hayau ve ¢aligmalan i¢in Bkz. Ahmed Lutfi esSeyyid, ed-Duktdr Muham-
med Huseyn Heykel, Kahire 1958; Taha 'Imrdn VAdi, ed-Duktiir Muhammed Huseyn
Hevkel, Haydtuh ve Turdsuhu'l-Edebi, Kahire 1969; Abdu'l-Aziz $eref, Muhammed
Huseyn Heykel fi Zikrgh, Kahire 1978; Baber johansen, Muhammed Husain Haikal
Europa und der Orient im Welthild eines asgyptischen Liberalen, Beyrut 1967; Anilar1 -
Muzekkirgt FII; Kahire 1951-53. '

3 lzzeddin el-Emin, Nes'stu'n-Nakdi'l-Edebiyyi'l-Hadis fi Masr, Kahire 1970, s.
287; Sevki Dayf, el-Edebu'l-Arabbiyyu'tMu'dsir fi Masr, Kahire tsz, Diru'l-Me'4rif, 3.
baski, 5.270. -
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University authorities, the young French lady who had served him
as a reader.

On his return to Egypt, Taha Husayn was appointed professor
of classical literature in the University. His efforts to promote classi-
cal culture, however, did not meet with an encouraging response
and he was transferred to the faculty of Arabic letters after he had
translated Aristotle’s Constitution of Athens, several plays of Soph-
ocles, and selections from other Greek works.

In addition to his teaching and his scholarly work, Taha served
as literary editor of al-Siydsak, the daily organ of the Liberal Con-
stitutionalist Party, which was modelled after Lutfl al Sayyid’s
now defunct al-Jaridah. Tdha wrote two weekly essays which con-
stituted two series of studies, one on Arab cultural life in the first
and second Islamic centuries and the other on contemporary French
culture. These essays were later published in book form under the
titles Hadith al-Arbi‘@ (Wednesday Conversations) and Qisas
Tamthiliyyak (Theater Stories). This combination of teaching,
journalism, translating, and writing scholarly and popular works on
Arabic and French cultures, in addition to the novels he began later
— all of it done in a didactic spirit — constituted the normal pattern
of his activity, except when political events intervened, either to call
him to high government office or to remove him from his university
position.

In 1926, Taha became the subject of a cause célébre when he
published a consciously defiant book — F7 al-Ski‘r al-Jdhili (On
Pre-Islamic Poetry) — which infringed on certain basic Islamic
dogmas.? Conservative elements and religious leaders of every
shade accused him of apostasy, demanded his trial, and raised a
tremendous uproar against the university that sheltered him, which
they knew was to be the fortress of secularism and Liberalism. For-
tunately for Taha, Lutfi al Sayyid, the rector of the university,
stood firmly by him; moreover, the political parties were then en-
gaged in a truce which prevented the exploitation of the incident
for partisan purposes. Nevertheless, the agitation stirred up was
so strong that the government found it necessary to go through the
process of charging him before the court of attacking the religion of
the state. Taha felt compelled to leave the country for a year until
the storm subsided, and, in the end, acquired a reputation as a
heretic which took him many years and much effort to live down.
Then, in 19371, Sidql pasha, who had abolished the Constitution
of 1923 and established one of his own, which he attempted to force
on the country, managed to have the issue reopened and to use it
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as an excuse for dismissing Taha Husayn from the university. Lutfi,
who still stood by him, resigned in protest.

From 1931 to 1934 Taha devoted much of his energy to fighting
against Sidql. He aligned himself actively with Sidqi’s chief oppo-
nent, the Wafd Party, and lashed at him with fury from the columns
of the Wafdist press. Taha’s services to the Wafd were rewarded,
so that when he left the university again it was to become Secretary-
General to the Ministry of Education in the Nahhis government of
1941-1945. Five years later he came back with the Wafd govern-
ment of 1950~1952 as Minister of Education. In the meantime, he
had founded a new literary review, Al-Kdtib al-Misri and had
written several novels and many articles and essays.

Taha’s affiliation with the Wafd stood for a time between him and
the new rulers who came to power after July 1952, but his prestige
in the Arab world and his influence on a number of leaders of the
revolution, including ‘Abd al-Nasir, eventually brought him back
into the councils of government. At present, he is serving in the
General Directorate of Culture in the Ministry of Education.

The work of Taha Husayn is counted in scores of books. We shall
refer to many of them in this study; most of the remainder are in-
cluded in the bibliography. It will suffice to mention here that his
work included translations, synopses, and critiques of dozens of
French novels, plays, and studies; many original novels and some
plays of his own; a few scholarly works and dozens of popular

essays and articles on history, education, religion, criticism, and
other subjects.?

2. Mulzmztm_ad Husayn Haykal (1889-1956)

Haykal was born in the same year as Taha Husayn, and, like him,
was a reformer who drew much of his inspiration from French cul-
ture. There were other formal as well as substantive similarities in
the careers of the two men that will become apparent, but there
were also important differences. Haykal was born into an old and
well-to-do family of landowners from lower Egypt who had im-
portant connections with the “establishment,” and he therefore
moved smoothly up the paved path of his career. He received his
primary and secondary education in governmental schools and went
on to the law school in Cairo, from which he was graduated in 190g.
While still in school he too had met Lutfi al-Sayyid, who guided
him and personally tutored him in his reading and writing. After
graduation from law school, he went to Paris, where he spent three
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c. I,

Haykal, Muhammad Husayn (b 1888, d
1956), eminent Egyptian journalist, novel-
ist and critic. He was one of the younger
supporters of Ahmad Lutfi as-Sayyid, and
gained his early journalistic experience
writing for al-Jarida (The Review), Lutfi
as-Sayyid’s periodical. After World War [,
he was closely associated with the Wafd
political party, and became editor of
as-Siyasa (Politics), -the party’s newspaper,
which soon achieved a status comparable
with the older Lebanese-owned al-Ahram

and al-Mugattam. Haykal is perhaps best .

remembered for his authorship of one of
the earliest novels to appear in modern
Arabic: this was Zaynab, published in 1914,
and written while the author was a law
student in Paris. Although the book
presents a highly idealized and romantic
view of life in the Egyptian countryside, it
is by no means devoid of serious sociological
comment and criticism. RCO
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BEIRUTER TEXTE UND STUDIEN
HERAUSGEGEBEN VOM
ORIENT-INSTITUT
DER DEUTSCHEN MORGENLANDISCHEN GESELLSCHAFT
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MUHAMMAD HUSAIN HAIKAL

EUROPA UND DER ORIENT
IM WELTBILD EINES AGYPTISCHEN LIBERALEN
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VON
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