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REGULA FORSTER

al-Khazrajt

Muwaffag al-Din Abfi 1-Hasan ‘All b.
al-Hasanb. AbiBakrb. al-Hasan b. Wahhas
al-Khazraji al-Zabidl (732-812/1331—
1410) was a historian and a man of let-
ters from Zabid, in Yemer. He served the
Rasilid dynasty (626-858/ 1229-1454),
* especially under al-Malik al-Ashraf Ismail
* 778-803/1376-1401).

According to al-Khazrajt himself, he was
born in the same year as ‘All b. Ahmad b.
Miisa b. al-Jallad, that is, 732/ 13312, as
stated in his Twdz alam al-zaman Jt tabagat
ayan al-Yaman (“The class of prominent
people in the generations of Yemeni dig-
nitaries”), also known as al-Tqd al-fakhir
al-hasan fi tabaqat akabir ahl al-Yaman {“The
beautifl and precious necklace on the
generations of- Yemeni notable people™),
which has not yet been edited. His nisba
al-Khazrajl indicates his affiliation with
the famous Yemeni tribe of Khazraj (lit.,
strong wind or south wind), one of the
fwo main Arab tribes of Medina who
migrated there before Islam.

The imam Jamal al-Din Muhammad al-
Akbarb. al-Khayyat (d. 811/ 1408), quoted
by ‘Abd al-Wahhab b. ‘Abd al-Rahman
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AL-KHAZRAJT

al-Burayhi (d. 864/1460), informs us that,
when he was young, al-Khazraji, who was
gifted with beautiful handwriting, worked
as a plaster decorator in various royal
buildings—his name was recorded, for
example, in the Madrasa al-Afdaliyya in
Ta‘izz—and as a manufacturing assistant
in the Dar al-Dibaj (house of brocade)
in Tha'bat. He studied the readings of
the Quran (um al-qird’dt), becoming 2
professional reader in the mosque of the
village (garya) of al-Mimlah (al-Khazraji,

ed. al-Hibshi, 1:19), just outside Zabid [

(Vallet, 330). He also acquainted himself
with Hterature and poetry. This informa-
tion helps fill a gap in his biography, con-
cerning which we had few details uritil
recently (Bosworth, 1188b), despite the
biographical notices given by al-Maquizl
in Duar al-Ugiid al-farida (“Pearls of
the precious strings’) and Tbn Hajar
al-‘Asgalani I al-Majma* al-mi’assis (“The
founding assembly”) and Inba’ al-glhumr
(“The announcement of those who are
unexperienced”). '

Al-Khazraji wrote several works, the
most famous of which is the chronicle
of the Rasilid dynasty titled al-Tgqitd
al-l’liypa fi ta’rkh al-dawla al-Rasitliyya
(“The pearl strings on the history of the
Rasilid dynasty”). This text (al-Uqird
al-bliyya) was partially included in 2
larger chronicle entitled al-Kifaya wa-l-
ilgm fi-man waliya al-Jaman wa-sakanahd
min al-Islam (“What is needed (to know)
and information on those who adminis-
tered Yemen and lived there in Islamic
times™), which circulated also under the
tifles al-Asjad al-masbiik fi tarikh al-Islam
wa-tabagat al-mulik (“The melted gold on
the history of Islam and the generations
of kings”) and Fakihat al-zaman (“The
fruits of time”) (al-Khazrajt, al-Asjad),
the authorship of the work seems to have

The Encyclopaedia of Islam Three (EB), 2021-2,
‘Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2021 iSAM DN. 288338.

01 Ak 2001




