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textes. Al-Hasan al-Bagii’s Beilriige zur Geschichle
des Korans, Wiesbaden 2006; J. van Ess,
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Ess, TG, 2:41-121; Steven Judd, Muslim per-
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70/1 (2007), 157-60; Suleiman A. Mourad,

Early Islam between myth and history. Al- Hasan
al-Basri (d. 110H/728CE) and the fonmation of
his legacy in classical Islamic scholarship, 1eiden
2006; Andrew Rippin and Jan Knappert
‘(eds.), Textual sources for the sudy of Islam
(Chicago 1986), 115-21.
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Hasan Nizami
"Mom Hea Sc\/\\e,

Kh'aja Hasan Niza (1878-1955)
was an Urdu journalist, author, and edi-
tor, and"a Stafi master of the ChishtT order
(the Chishtiyya was founded in Chisht, a
small town near Herat, in about 318/930
by Abt Ishaq Shami, the “Syrian,” who
died in 328/940; it was introduced into
India by Mu‘m al-Din Sijz, d. 627/1230).
Based in Delhi, he engaged in the mod-
ernisation of Indian Safism and the pro-
duction of Islarmg knowledge, in nationalist
. and reformist politics, and in popular his-
toriography. Kh'aja Hasan Nizami pub-
lished several hundred books, articles, and
pamphlets and a couple of journals. The
author’s use of Siifi and local cultural imag-
ery, as well as his extensive references to his
own experience, made his style particularly
evocative and personal.

Nizami grew up in humble circum-
stances in a family of traditional admin-
istrators of the shrine of the Chishtt Suff
saint Nizam al-Din Awliya’ (d. 725/1325)
in Delhi. After an elementary education
in the Quran and in Urdu, Persian, and
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Arabic, he continued his studies in Gan-
goh (about sixty kilometres north of Delh,
in the Saharanpur district of present-day
Uttar Pradesh), where he came into con-
tact with scholars of the reformist school
of Deoband.

At about the beginning of the twentieth
century, Kh'dja Hasan Nizami began to
publish articles in Urdu newspapers. He
also participated in the Indian nationalist
and intellectual scene and initiated dis-
ciples, having received k#ilafa (deputyship)
from the Chishtt master Mihr ‘Ali Shah
(d. 1937) of Golra Sharif (near Rawalpindi,
in northern Panjab, now in Paldstan).

In the second decade of the twentieth
century his career as a journalist-writer
and religious leader began in earnest.
Nizami aimed to consolidate his vision
of Indian Suff interests in the Halqa-yi
Nizami Masha’ikh (founded in 1908) and,
in the years before Partition (1947), in the .
All India Chishtt Party. While the former
body’s focus on the reform of practices at
the shrines was controversially received
among Siifis, both institutions functioned
as platforms for NizamI to articulate his
political agendas. He published his work
in the popular print market as a means
to accomplish the initiation and instruc-
tion of his thousands of disciples, to voice
political and personal criticisms, and to
mobilise the masses.

Besides journalism, Kh'dja FHasan
Nizami explored various other genres.
Among his biographical writings are sev-
eral travelogues, an autobiography, his
diary, published over several decades,
and fictionalised biographies of historical
personalities, such as an Urdu diary of
King Edward VII during the days before
his abdication from the British throne, in
December 1936. ‘

Another major body of Nizamt’s work
comprises texts of popular historiography

fI‘he‘ Encyclopaedia of Islam Three, 2017/1,
Leiden: E. J. Brill 2017. ISAM DN. 254999 -
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THE TAJ - UL - MARTHIR ;
ITS HISTORICAL ASPECT

Tue Taj-ul-Maathir is the  earliest history of the first
Muslim conqueror of Delhi, written in India as early as
A. H. 602 by Hasan-i-Nidhami of Nishaptar, son of
Nidhami-i-‘Artdi-i-Samarqandi, the celebrated author of
the Chahar Maqala, and as such, its historical importance
is considerable. Its rarity as well as its highly florid and
complex style have rendered it almost inaccessible to the
students of history, and one has to have recourse to its
account and translation of certain passages given in
Elliot and Dawson's History of India. This notice of
the Taj-ul-Maathir by Prof. Dawson is very mislead-
ing and has considerably .diminished its historical value
which can only be realised by a careful study of the
original. It is surprising that even late Prof. Browne, in
his Literary History of Persia, has ignored this very
important work entirely, although he has given a fairly
long account of the Magamat-i-Hamidi which is definite-
ly a work of much inferior quality.

The Taj-ul-Maathir deals chiefly with the history
of Qutb-ud-Din Ibak, but it also contains accounts of the
last five Indian campaigns (587 to 602) of Sultan Mu‘izz-
ud-Din Gharl, as well as the chronicles of the first seven
years of Sultan Shams-ud-Din’s reign. . Qutb-ud-Din's
immediate successor and son, Aram, has been ignored in
this work. In fact, the nobles had placed the incapable
Aram on the throne at Lahore, only temporarily, in order
to avoid disturbances which were likely to arise in the

69
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LYu. Kratkovski, Die Friihgeschichte der Erzihlung von
Macnun und Laila in der Arabischen Literatur, tr. H.
Ritter, in Oriens, viii (1955), 1-50; H. Krenn,
Bermerkungen zu Versen von Nizamis Epos Hosrou und
Strin, in WZKM, liii (1956), 92-6; F.R. Martin and
Sir Thomas Arnold, The Nizami manuscript, il-
luminated by Bihzad, Mirak and Qasim Ali, written in
1495 for Sultan Ali Mirza Barlds, ruler of Samargand, in
the British Museum, 24, 1, Vienna 1926; Martin, The
Khamsa of Nizami, The Nizami manuscript from the
Library of the Shah of Persia now in the Metropolitan
Museum at New York, Vienna 1927; H. Massé and
A. Zajaczkowski, Farhad wa-Shirin, in EI?; M.V.
McDonald, The religious and social views of Nizami of
Ganjeh, in  Iran, i (1963), 97-101; D#amal
Mustafaev, Filosofiskie i eticeskic vozzreniya Nizami,
Baku 1962; Mehmet Emin Resulzade, Azerbaycan
sairt Nizami, Ankara 1951; Ritter, Uber die
Bildersprache Nizamis, Berlin and Leipzig 1927
Rypka, Das Sprichwort in Nizimis Lajli va Magnun, in
Ar.Or. (1969), 318-25; idem, Der vierte Gesang von
Nizamis Haft Patkar neu iibersetzt, in Oriens, xv (1962),
234-41; idem, Les Sept Princesses de Nizhami, in L’ame
de ['Iran, Paris 1951, 99-126; Saidi Strdjani, Sima-yi
ditzan, Shirin wa Layli dar Khamsa-yi Nizami, Tehran
1368; G. Scarcia, Glossa a un gioco di parole di Nizami,
in ATUON, N.S. (1968), 207-13; Maeiétta Shagi-
nian, Etiudi o Nizami, Erevan 1955; CAli Akbar
Shihabi, Nizami shaSr-i dastinsara, Tehran n.d.;
Priscilla P. Soucek, Nizami on painlers and painting, in
Islamic art in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, ed. R. Et-
tinghausen, New York 1972; Soucek, Farhid and
Tag-i Bistén, in Studies in art and literature of the Near
East in honor of Richard Ettinghausen; Ali Nihad
Tarlan, Ganceli Nizami divani, Istanbul 1944; A.
Wesselski, Quellen und Nechwirkungen der Haft paikar,
in Isl., xxii (1935), 106-19; Morteza Yamini,
Marlowe’s Hero and Leander and Nizami’s Khusraw and
Shirin, in Bulletin of the Asian Institute, iii-iv (Shiraz
1975); A. Zajaczkowski, A propes d’un épisode du
Khosrau u Shirin de Nizami, in Meélanges H. Massé,
w4 Tehran 1963, 405-16. (P. CrELKOWSKI)
%‘NIZAMI, Hasan, aPersian historian whose full
ame was SADR AL-DIN MUHAMMAD B, Hasan. Born
in Nishapir, he went on the advice of his shaykh
Mupammad Kifi to Ghazni to give an opportunity to
his remarkable talents as a stylist. A severe illness
forced him to leave Ghazni, and he went to Dihli were
he obtained an appointment as court historian to the
Ghirid Sultans and began, in 602/1206, his great
historical work Tagdi al-ma’thir fi ’Ita’ikh, which
brought him great fame. It deals with the history of
the first three sultans of Dihli—the Ghirid Muham-
mad b. Sam (588-602/1192-1206), and his slaves
Kutb al-Din Aybak (602-7/1206-10) and Shams al-
Din Iltutmish (607-33/1210-35). The book begins
with the capture of Adjmér by MuSizz al-Din in
387/1191 and ends with the appointment of Nisir al-
Din Mubammad as governor of Lahore (614/1217).
An Appendix contains a panegyric of Iltutmish and
his campaigns of conquest. The work was very highly
esteemed in the Muslim East as a model of elegant
style. It is written in high-flown and difficult language
and has a large number of poetical passages inserted
in it. It is only with difficulty that the historical facts
can be extricated from the medley of rhetoric, but
nevertheless the book is of undeniable value for the
history of India and Afghanistan.

Bibliography: Rieu, Catalogue, i, 239; Elliot and
Dowson, History of India, ii, 204-43; N. Lees, in
JRAS (1868), 433; Fligel, Cat. Vienna, ii, 173 (no.
951); W. Pertsch, Die persischen Handschrifien der ...
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Bibl. zu Gotha, 53; E. Blochet, Catalogue des mss. per-
sans de la Bibl. Nationale, Paris 1905, i, 333; C.
Salemann and von Rosen, Indices alphabet. codicum
mss. persicorum ... in Bibl. Imper. Literarum Univer-
sitatts Petropolitanae, St. Petersburg 1888, 12, no.
578; Storey, 1, 493-5, 1310. On the biography of the
author, see also Mirkhvand, lith. Bombay, i, 7.
_ (E. BERTHELS)

/ NIZAMIYYA, a term often used in the sources for

Saldjik history to designate the partisans and pro-
tégés of the great vizier Nizdm al-Mulk [g. v.], after
his death attached to and operating with the sons and
descendants of Nizam al-Mulk. The influence of
these partisans was especially notable in the years just
after Sultan Malik Shih’s death in 485/1092, when
they actively promoted the cause of and secured the
sultanate for Berk-yaruk b. Malik Shah [g.v.] against
his infant half-brother Mahmtd, the candidate of
Malik Shah’s widow Terken Khitiin and her ally the
vizier Tadj al-Mulk Abu ’1-Ghana’im. In this present
article, it is the descendants of Nizam al-Mulk, who
filled many offices in the administrations of the Great
Saldjuk sultans and also, at times, of the ‘Abbasid
caliphs, who will be considered.

At least nine of Nizam al-Mulk’s sons achieved
some office, civil and/or military, in the decades after
his assassination in 485/1092. There was a distinct
feeling among contemporaries that, in accordance
with the belief that the arcana and the expertise of cer-
tain professions or skills were handed down within the
families of their original exponents, the supreme
capability of Nizam al-Mulk would manifest itself in
his progeny. On the whole, this faith was unjustified.

Shams al-Mulk ‘Uthman was “arid al-diaysh for
Sultan Muhammad b. Malik Shah [g.v.], and then
mustawft and an inefficient vizier to Sultan Mahmuad
b. Muhammad [¢..] in the years 516-17/1122-3. No
fewer than three of Nizam al-Mulk’s sons served
Berk-yaruk as vizier: Mu’ayyid al-Mulk ‘Ubayd
Allah, Fakhr al-Mulk al-Muzaffar and the drunken
and incompetent ‘Izz al-Mulk Hasan. Fakhr al-Mulk
also served Sandjar b. Malik Shih [g.v.] as vizier until
his assassination in Khurésan in 500/1106 by a Batini.
Muw’ayyid al-Mulk was probably the most talented
and competent of the sons of Nizam al-Mulk, but was
dismissed by the sultan in 488/1095 through the
intrigues of Berk-yaruk’s mother Zubayda Khatiin
and Mu’ayyid al-Mulk’s rival Madjd al-Mulk al-
Balasani; after then, he served Muhammad b. Malik
Shah as vizier until Berk-yaruk defeated his brother in
battle at Hamadan in 494/1101 and executed his
former vizier as a renegade. Fakhr al-Mulk had
served Tutush b. Alp Arslan [g.2.], Saldjak ruler in
Syria, before entering the service of Berk-yaruk, and
subsequently went to serve Sandjar until 500/1107
(his son Nasir al-Din Tahir was also later to serve as
Sandjar’s vizier from 527/1133 till his own death in
548/1153). Djamal al-Mulk Muhammad b. Nizdm al-
Mulk (d. 473/1080-1) was governor of Balkh during
his father’s lifetime; and ‘Imad al-Mulk Abu ')-Kasim
was vizier to Malik Shah’s brother Béri Bars (d.
488/1095), the governor of Herat.

Of the next generations, in addition to Fakhr al-
Mulk’s son Nasir al-Din Tahir (see above), his
brother Kiwam al-Mulk Sadr al-Din Muhammad
served Sandjar 500-11/1107-17, whilst Nasir al-Din
Tahir’s son Nizam al-Mulk Kiwam al-Din Hasan
served Sulayman Shah b. Muhammad, briefly sultan
in Baghdad 555-6/1160-1. Another of Nizam al-
Mulk’s great-grandsons, Shams al-Din Ya‘kab b.
Ishak b. Fakhr al-Mulk, is mentioned as a patron of
the local historian of Bayhak, ‘Al b. Zayd Ibn Fun-



Gaborieau, Marc; and etc., Dictionnaire Biographique des Savants

et. Grandes Figures du Monde Musulman Peripherique du X¥Xe
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'HASAN NIZAMI (Khwaja) [Inde; Delhi, 1878-1955)
Sufi. missionnaire, politicien et polygraphe.

Hasan Nizimi était un descendant du grand saint de Delhi,
Nizimu'd-Din Awliy (m. 1325); il s'installa a 24 ans, apres une
éducation itinérante. comme desservant de sa tombe. travaillant
aussi sur les mémes lieux comme relieur, libraire-éditeur et
marchand de remédes. Polygraphe de langue ourdoue, il a publié
une autobiographie, un recit de voyage au Moyen-Orient, des
romans historiques et des essais.

Il s'illustra avant tout dans le soufisme écrivant notamment une
~ inroduction au soufisme et une biographie de Nizamu'd-Din qui
" ont'connu de nombreuses éditions diffusées jusqua ce jour en
- Inde et en Afrique du Sud; il publia aussi une série d'ouvrages
. populaires justifiant les rites liées au soufisme et & la vénération

du Prophéte. Enfin, en liaison avec ses activités missionnaires, il
| rédigea des livres de vulgarisaion religieuse.

Il eut un moment de célébrité comme homme politique et

. journaliste, lié & partir de 1919 au mouvement national indien. II
mena des controverses avec Muhammad CAll qui l'accusait
d'étre pro-anglais, et avec Gandhi qu'il invita & se convertir et
qui lui reprocha son prosélytisme. En 1946, il milita conwre la

© création du Pakistan.

Son nom reste surtout associé a un éphémere mouvement
missiormaire créé dans les années 1920 pour faire piéce au
mouvement de reconversion (shuddi) des musulmans a

" T'hindouisme lancé par la secte hindoue de I'Arya Samazj: Hasan

. Nizami eut d'ailleurs une violente controverse avec le leader

| hindou Swami Sraddhananda. La particularité de cette

. institution de prédication {tabligh} est gu'elle ne se contenta pas
de conforter les musulmans dans leur foi, comme le fit la
Tablighi JamaCat de Muhammad Ilyas®, créée & la méme époque
dans le méme lieu et appelée & un grand avenir. Au contraire

" Hasan Nizimi, prenant le conwepied de I'Arya Samdj, chercha

ouvertement a convertir les hindous, et plus particuliérement les’

"| plus basses castes intouchables comme les balayeurs auxquels il

consacra un ouvrage.
1l mourut en 1955 et fut enterré dans l'enceinte du sanctuaire de

Nizamuddin. Ses descendants continuent 2 éditer et vendre ses

livres prés de sa tombe qui est vénérée.

Ouvnages: Ap biti «Autobiographie», Delhi, 1922. Haldl khor «Sur
T'histoire et les nites des balayeurs intouchables», Delhi, 1923. Nizdmi
barsari «Histoire de Nizimu'd-d Din Awliyi», 2¢me éd., Delhi, 1945,
Tatlim-i asrdr-i tasawwyf «Enscignement des secrets du soufismes,

13e¢me éd., Delhi, 1957.

Bibliographie: M.T. Tits, /slam in India and Pakistan, Calcuna, 1959,

pp. 51 & 65, M. Anwarul Haqg, The Faith Movemens of Mawldnd
| Muhammad liyés, Londres, 1972, pp. 4142; N.K. Jain, Muslims in
| India. A Biographical Dicsionary, vol. 2. Dethi, 1983, pp. 92-93.
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Sihr al-bayan is widely known, and it may justly
be described as the original model of the Urdu narra-
tive mathnawi, and one of the two or three greatest
examples of the form. It runs to about 2,000 couplets
In mutakdrib metre, and tells, in some detail, a story
of royalty, love and magic of the kind current in
India. The central plot concerns the love between
Prince Binazir and Princess Badr-i Munir. There is a
subsidiary love plot involving Nadjm al-Nisa>, the
Wazir's daughter, and Firdz Shah, son of the King
of the Jinn, A magic flying horse plays an important
part in the events of the story. But the supernatural
elements in the story are no more important than
in—say—Central European Zauberoper or Zauber-
posse in the 18th and 19th centuries. The elements
which raise an incredible story to the level of great
literature are many and varied, but they include
the characterisation, which relates the characters
to ordinary human beings; the vivid and colourful
description of people and places; the effective use
of rhetorical devices such as word-play; the timeless
language, which seems remarkably up-to-date two
centuries later; and the numerous examples of
““gnomic” verse which embody simple philosophising
and lend themselves to quotation in everday life. In
fact, few Urdu poets since have had his facility for
saying things so simply yet effectively, often with
internal rhyme. Sikr al-bayan has been adversely
criticised chieily for its unnecessary length. But apart
from the series of introductions devoted to God, the
Prophet, the I'mdm °All and others, ending with one
to the Nawwab Asaf al-Dawla, the length is duly
chiefly to the detailed description, without which it
would lose most of its charm.

From what the poet says about his poem in the
last few couplets, he clearly regarded it as a nmew
type of mathnawi, and as his chief claim to fame.
He says:

It is a new type, and the language is new.

It is not a [normal kind of] mathnawi, it is the

enchantment of eloquence.

From it my fame will endure throughout the world,

For wherever these words are is a memorial.
Evidence of the immense popularity of the work
can be seen in the various verse translation into
other Indian vernaculars, and also in the dramatic
versions. Thus in Bengali there is a verse translation
of 1863, and a play entitled simply Mathnawi of 1876.
Mir Bahadur “All's Urdu prose version, completed
under the auspices of Fort William College, Calcutta,
was printed there in 1803, and has since been frequent-
ly reprinted. It contains many poetical quotations
from Mir Hasan’s original. The story provided a
favourite plot for early Urdu drama in the late
19th century.

The qualities found in Sikr al-bayan—apart from
the involved story—are present in his other math-
nawis. Thus Gulzar-i Iram includes a vivid description
of a crowded market; another, Rumiz al-arifin, has
a Sufi background.

Mir Hasan's other claim to fame is his account, in
Persian, of Urdu poets, including his contemporaries,
the Tadhkira-yi-shuara®-yi- Urdii, which has become
a standard reference work.

Bibliography: There are pumerous editions,
as well as manuscripts of Sikr al-bayan. That
edited by ‘Abd al-Bari Asi (Mathnawiyat-i-Mir
Hasan, Lucknow 1945, is recommended because
it also includes Gulidr-i Iram and Rumiz al-
%Grifin, and has a useful introduction, with numer-
ous footnotes explaining difficult vocabulary.
Mathnawi-yi-Mir Hasan, ed. Himid Allih Afsar,

Allahabad 1925, has a short introduction which
discusses the poem’s good and bad qualities (x1-14),
and a glossary. Mir Hasan’s Tadhkira-yi-shu-
‘ara’-yi-Urdii was published at ‘Aligarh in 1922.

For accounts of Mir Hasan, particularly Sihry
al-bayan, mention must first be made of R. Russell
and Khurshidul Islam, Three Mughal poets: Mir,
Sauda, Mir Hasan, London 1969, 69-94. This ac-
count is devoted chiefly to re-telling the story, but
also includes a useful critical assessment. Saksena
gives a general account of the poet in his History
of Urdu literature, Allababad 1927, 67-70. See
also Muhammad Sadiq, History of Urdu hiterature,

London 1964, 108-11. Urdu accounts of the poet- .=—

include the following: Muhammad Husayn Azad,
Ab-i-hayst, Lahore ed. 1950, 249-51; Mahmad
YarGki, Mir Hasan awr khindan kZ dusri shuara,
Lahore 1952; Wahid Kurayshi, Mir Hasan awr
un ki zamdna, Lahore 1959. For Mir Bahadur
‘All’s prose version, see Major Henry Court’s
English tr., The nasr-i Benazir, Calcutta 1871,
2nd ed. 1889. (J. A. Haywoop)
@HASAN BEDR AL-DIN, later Pasma (1851-
1912}, Ottoman Turkish soldier and playwright,
chiefly famed as the collaborator during the years
1875-9 of his fellow-officer and friend, the author
and dramatist Manistirll Mehmed Rif<at [g.v.], in
the writing of some 16 plays, some translations from

the French and some original, which were produced
at the Gedik Pasha Theatre in Istanbul (see MANA-:"

sTIRLI MERMED RIFCAT for full details).

He was born at Simaw near Kiitahya, the son of °

an army officer, was educated at the military school
(I°dadi) in Damascus and then at the Istanbul War
College (Harbiyye), where he graduated the first
of his class and was the contemporary and classmate
of his future collaborator Manastirll Mehmed. He
served briefly in the Imperial Guards, but in the
increasingly repressive atmosphere of Sultan ‘Abd
al-Hamid II’s reign he was soon banished from Istan-
bul to the eastern provinces, and served in Syria and
Palestine with the rank of colonel. However, be was
soon stripped of this rank, presumably as the result of
a shurnal or delatory report, and taught in Damascus
schools for a living. After the restoration of the Con-
stitution in 1908, he returned to Istanbul, was re-
habilitated under the Young Turk régime, promoted
to brigadier-general and then general of a division,
and was finally appointed commander and governor
of Ishkodra {g.. in Suppl.] or Scutari (modern
Shkodér in northern Albania). After a brief spell of
service, he resigned on the grounds of ill-health,
returned to Istanbul and died there in 1912.

Bibliography: See that for MANASTIRLI MEH- |

MED RIFCAT. (Fanir 1z)

K HASAN NIZAML  historian of the Dihli

sultanate in Muslim India.

He was the son of Nizimi ‘Aridl Samarkandl, the
famous Persian littérateur {g.0.], but left his home-
town, NIshapiir, sometime towards the close of the
6th/xzth century because of political instability there.

- In Diblf he made friends with high officers of Sul-

tan Kutb al-Din Aybak (602-7/1206-10 [g.v.]), in-
cluding the Sadr Sharaf al-Mulk. Impressed by his
learning, his friends advised him to produce a literary
work so that he might get royal patronage; hence
Hasan Nizami decided to compile the history of
Aybak’s achievements in Arabic. But his friends
persuaded him to write it in Persian, since there were
in India few people literate in Arabic. In the mean-
time, the royal farmdn was proclaimed that Aybak’s
conquests iz India should be recorded by scholars,

=1 (%/2) Svpp.s. 559360
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Carl Brockelmann, Geschichte der arabischen Litteratur,
Leiden 1943-1949, SuppleMtbaM, 1937-1942.
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