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legitimizing discourse. The court historiographers pretended that their patrons had
deserved and inherited the throne of Ifrigiya. We shall see how they sketched a gene-
alogy of founding fathers—Abii Hafs ‘Umar (d. 571/u75-1176), Ablt Muhammad ‘Abd
al-'Wahid (d. 618/1221) and Ab@ Zakariyyd Yahya (d. 647 J1249)—, considering that
Muwminids and Hafsids were the two pillars of the Almohad Empire, so it was natural
that the latters took up the torch when the formers declined.
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le discours de légitimation pro-hafside. Les historiographes dela cour prétendirent que
leurs protecteurs avaient mérité et hérité le trbne d'Hrigiya. Nous verrons comment ils
esquissérent une généalogie de péres fondateurs—Abi Hafs ‘Umar (m. 571/u75-1176),
Abii Muhammad ‘Abd al-Wahid (m. 618/1221) et AbG Zakariyy& Yahya (m. 647/1249)—,
considérant que Mw’minides et Hafsides soutenaient Tédifice impérial almohade, si
bien quil était naturel que les derniers reprissent le flambeau lorsque les premiers
déclinérent.
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Roland Oliver; Anthony Atmore, Medieval Africa, 1250-1800, Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 2001. ISAM DN. 237112.

Medieval Africa, 1250—-1800

‘corsairing’ (from the Italian corsare, to chase) went back to the earli-
est years of contact between the northern and southern shores of the
western Mediterranean and its islands, and was practised by both
Muslims and Christians. Only from the late fifteenth century,
however, did privateering become the predominant form of Muslim
shipping, well organised and often animated by the active intention to
convert the Christian captives so taken, who became an important
element in all Maghribi armies and navies.

Between the lands of the Moroccan sultanate and the port of
Bijaya lay the territory of the ‘Abd al-Wadid or Zayyanid dynasty,
with its graceful capital city of Tlemcen, situated in the hills behind
its port at Oran. Tlemcen was the only city in the central Maghrib to
have a strong connection with the African interior, for it bestrode a
caravan route leading southwards between the Saharan Atlas and the
Great Atlas to Sijilmasa, the oasis terminal of the western desert
crossings. It thus competed with Ifrigiya and Morocco for the gold
and slaves of Mali and Songhay, and was the main intermediary for
these commodities with Andalusia and the expandin§ Christian
kingdom of Aragon. 40 Mars 2

(ogoLts) Hapsiiel

THE HAFSIDS AND THEIR NEIGHBOURS

The great power of the eastern Maghrib from the early thirteenth
century onwards was the Hafsid kingdom of Ifrigiya, with its capital
at Tunis, its agricultural base in the fertile Tunisian plain, and its
long coastline stretching all the way from the Egyptian frontier east
of Tripoli to that of Tlemcen a little to the west of Bijaya. The
Hafsids were in origin shaykhs of the Almohad empire at the period
of its widest expansion, who had been placed in Tunis as military
governors of the eastern province. But with the fragmentation of that
empire following its disastrous defeats in Spain, a succession of long-
lived Hafsid shaykhs, starting with Abu Zakariyya (1228-49) and al-
Mustansir (1249—77), gradually turned their command into an
independent kingdom.

The economic strength of Ifrigiya lay in its rich agricultural lands,
laid out in a patchwork of vegetable gardens, wheat fields and olive
groves, covering the whole northern half of the Tunisian plain. From
Carthaginian and Roman times onwards these had enabled it to
absorb and acculturate wave upon wave of immigrants, and to feed a
great metropolitan city. The earlier Muslim rulers of Ifrigiya had
placed their capitals to the south of the Tunisian plain, near the main
land routes to the Far West, but, with the growth of the maritime

/-3

Ifrigiva and the Regencies

trade of the Mediterranean, Tunis was in every way to be preferred.
With easy access to a superb natural harbour nearby at Halq al-Wadi
(Goletta), Tunis was the natural hub for the maritime trade between
the eastern and western Mediterranean, already much boosted by
the traffic between Muslim Spain and the heartlands of Islam, as
well as by the crusading activities of the Christians .of western
Europe. Crusading led to the growth of merchant shipping, and
when the military tide turned with the loss of the Christian princi-
palities in the Levant, both traders and Crusaders looked for new
points of contact in Egypt and North Africa. In 1248 King Louis IX
of France led a disastrous crusade against Egypt, and in 1270 he
returned to lay siege to Tunis, where he died of a fever. Leadership of
the expedition reverted to his brother Charles, Count of Anjou and
King of Sicily, who evacuated it on the promise of a large tribute by
al-Mustansir. Nevertheless, Tunis was among the earliest of the
North African towns to welcome the Christian merchants of south-
ern Europe — from Barcelona and Marseilles, Pisa, Genoa and
Venice — and to provide them with protected enclaves where they
could do their business in safety. Moreover, under Hafsid rule,
Ifrigiya grew into a maritime power in its own right, importing
timber for shipbuilding from as far afield as Norway, and manning
its shipyards and its galleys with Christian captives taken in priva-
teering raids around the coasts of Malta, Sicily and southern Italy.
Its population, swollen by a steady accretion of black slaves from the
Sudan, as well as by Moorish Muslim refugees following the con~-
quest of Sicily by the Normans in 1091, had grown by the mid-four-
teenth century to around 100,000. It was thus among the great cities
of the world at that time.

Though Tunis was comparatively distant from the desert, its
control of the central Mediterranean enabled it to command a goodly
share of the profits from the Saharan trade. One major caravan route
led south from Tunis to Ghadames, and thence to Timbuktu. On the
soutliern shore of the Gulf of Sirte, the smaller port of Tripoli stood
almost in the desert, at the head of the great central route to the
Fezzan and Kawar, Bornu and Hausaland. The Hafsids of Ifrigiya,
no less than their contemporaries in Morocco, minted the gold of
Mali and Songhay. In addition, they received the slaves and ivory of
the central Sudan. In this direction, they were in touch with the
rulers of Kanem and Bornu, with whose emissaries they discussed
arrangements for the safety of the trade routes. The royal family of
Kanem had converted to Islam as early as the eleventh century, no
doubt under the influence of traders from Ifrigiya. In the words of
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L’Aurr}:l;ienne apparait ainsi drapée dans un ample vétement sombre, égayé seu-
lement 4 la taille par entre-deux rouge ou orange et les spires dela longue cein-
e de laine colorée.

Les fémimes de ’Aurés ont aujourd’hui tendance & abandonner le haf et adop-
tentde ﬁlus en plus souvent les robes bariolées, 4 dominante rouge, des femmes
des Haurs plateaux ou des Ziban. :

R. Féry.

H13. HAFSIDES

Tn faisant la conguéte de PIfrigiya (1152-1163) Abd el-Moumin* achevait
Punification du Maghreb sous la domination almohade*, mais celle-ci ne dura
guére, dés 1229, le gouverneur de 'Ifrikiya, Abu Zakaria Yahya rompait avec le
calife de Marrakech puis proclamait son indépendance (1236).

Petit-fils de Abu Hafs Hintati*, 'un des compagnons les plus fidéles du Mahdi,
Abu Zakaria, qui régna de 1229 & 1249, fur le fondateur du royaume hafside;
son autorité s’étendit rapidement 2 1a totalité de I'Ifrigiya a laquelle s'ajoutérent
le territoire de Tripoli et une marche occidentale ayant Bougie pour capitale et
qui §'étendair jusqu’a Alger et la vallée du Chélif. Il mit fin aw royaume du der-
nier almoravide, Yahya Ben Ghaniya. Bien qu’ayant rompu ses liens de vassali-

& envers les Almohades, Abu Zakaria resta fidéle 4 la doctrine préchée par Tbn )

Tourdett. )

" Son successeur Abu abd-Allah, plus connu sous le nom d’El Mostancir, régna
de 1249 4 1277. I dut défendre son trdne contre les bédonins Dawawida aux-
_queis galliaient des membres de sa famille. Sous son administration le royaume
hafside devint un Brat puissant dont le rayonnement, déja sous Abu Zakaria,
dépassait les terres africaines. Les Hafsides étendaient sporadiguement leur
dormiriation sur les deux autres royaumes nés de la déliquescence de Pempire
almohade, celni des Abd el-Wadides de Tlemcen et celui des Mérinides de Fés.
FEnwre 1250 &t 1270, Bl Mostancir signa des traités de commerce avec les prin-
cipdux Etats chrétens de la Méditerranée, et entra en relation avec des pays
aussi éloignés que la Norvége ou le Borkou.

C’est 4 ce souverain puissant que s’attaquia Saint-Louis conduisant la huidéme
Croisade. La peste, plus que les armes, vainquit le roi des Francs dont le frére
Charles d’Anjou négocia avec El Mostancir un traité plus avantageux pour hat
que pour le souverain hafside.

Tunis sous les Hafsides

Ce danger écarté, El-Mostancir avait embelli sa capirale et Tunis était devenue
une ville encore plus puissante et encore plus riche. Dés leur installation en Hri-
giya, les Almohades, qui avaient définitivement choisi Tunis comme capitale,
avaient construit la Kashah jouxtant Penceinte 4 Pouest de la ville. Avec le temps
¢’trait devenp une véritable ville de gouvernement Efnyant sa mosquée, son palais,
ses batiments du maghzen, ses étuves et méme ses jardins. Sous les Hafsides,
Tunis devint une place de commerce importante, fréquentée par les Catalans, les
Provengaux, les Génois et les Pisans. Dés iaités de commerce, surtout aprés 1270,
contribligrent A eprichir la population et en premier lieu le souverain qui prélevait
des drojts de douane sur les produits venus d’Burope, sur ceux venus de PAfrique

.

Hafsides [ 3321

intérieure et sur ceux qui sortaient de Tunis. Malgré les vicissitudes politiques, les
constructions, surtout des mosguées, des médersas et des zaouias, 8’éraient mul-
tipliées dans le dernier ders du x1 siécle. Des fanbourgs s'étalent agrégés 4 la cité
primitive tassée autour de la grande mosquée Jama ez-Zitouna. 11 s’était méme
constitué, en plus du quartier juif, un quartier chrétien, le Rabt an-Nasara, dans
le faubourg de Bab al-Manara, au sud de la Kasbah. Les souks rassemblés antour
de la Grande Mosquée grouillaient d’une activité intense et parfumée,

Mais la ville avair ses faiblesses. Comme dans beaucoup de cités maghrébines,
son alimentation en eau était insuffisante. I y avait certes des puits et des citernes
en grand nombre mais la population de Tunis étair si dense que I’approvision-
nement devenait irrégulier, surtout en été, Al-Mostancir avait fait restaurer le vieil
aqueduc romain qui avait alimenté Carthage. Mais le volume d’eau ainsi amené
du lointain Zaghouan ne représentait que la moitié des capacités de 'aqueduc.
A Pépogue romaine, le débit quotidien étair de 32 000 m’, 4 Ia fin du x111° siécle,
il atteignait 14 000 m?® par jour en saison humide et 2 290 seulement en &té dont
2 083 étaient destinés aux jardins royaux et 4 peine 918 m® pour la ville de Tunis
— encore faut-il soustraire de ce chiffre les prélévements destinés a la Kasbah et
ses jardins. Cette pénurie explique peut-&tre ampleur des pestes et épidémies
diverses qui décimaient périodiquernent la population.

Mal alimentée en eau, Tunis n’avait pas une position facile 3 défendre, méme
si, établie entre le “lac” qui la séparait de la mer et 1a Sebkha Sejourmi qui la cou-
pait de Ia terre, elle jouissait d'un relatif isclement. Mais s’appuyant sur le carac-
tére frondeur de la population, prétendants ou adversaires du sultan avaient
réussi plusieurs fois 4 se rendre maitres de la ville

Les forces armées de terre et de mer

Les Hafsides descendant des Almohades ont conserve 'efficace organisation
&’Abd el-Moumin : le djound, (armée), toujours commandé par un Almohade, est
composé de troupes réguliéres qui regoivent leur solde quatre fois par an, L'effecnf
de Parmée hafside est sujet 4 des variatons considérables, R. Brunschwig estime
3 dix mille hornmes 4 peine au début du XTve siécle, alors gu’en 1390 'armée oppo-
sée aux chrétiens débarqués 4 Mahdiya comptait entre quarante mille et soixante
mille combartants.

En plus des contingents des tribus vassales chacune des armées maghrébines
posséde des troupes arabes mais aussi des mercenaires chrétiens qui sont mieux
équipés.

Le royaume ifrigiven a moins de puissance que le mérinide; il a pu néan-
moins résister victorieusement aux empiétements abdelwadides et conserver,
non sans peine, sa domination sur Béjala (Bougie) et Constantine qui sont les
deux grandes villes de P'ouest.

11 0’y avait, 4 Pépoque guére de différences entre un navire de guerre et un
bateau de commerce car nul bitiment ne pouvait s’aventurer en mer sans s’ &tre
pourvu en armes. 1 existe, néanmoins des fonctions nettement définies et les per-
sormages qui les remplissent sont importants. Le chef supréme, pour les opéra-
tons en haute mer, est le Ka’id el-Bar. A terre un autre ka’id dirige les arsenaux.

Comme les effectifs de ’armée de terre, ceux des vaisseaux de guerre hafsides,
sont sujets 4 variation. On sait qu’en 1482 la flotte tunisienne comptait 75 vais-
seauk dont 36 galéres. Les troupes embarquées comptaient, au milieu du xIv*
sidcle jusqu’a 400 hommes par vaisseau, dont la moitié était constituée d’archers
et d’arbalétriers.
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H, Ahmad ibn Husayn. La AL-ZARKASHI, Muhammad ibn Ibréhim. Ex-

‘commencement de la dynastie trait de Il'histoire de la dynastie des Beni-
des Beni-Hafs [GAL S II, 341]; extrait traduit Hafss, par Mohammed Ben Ibrahim el-Lowlowi
en frangais et accomgané de' notes par A. el-Zerkeschi [GAL i, 456); fragment traduit
Cherbonneau. Journal asiatique 4e s., 17 par A. Rousseau. JA, Ge s., 13 (1849), 269-315.
(1851), pp. 51-84; 20 (1852), 208-244.

Notice historigque sur la Tunisie: (1) géographie;
Ahmad ibn  Husayn. (2) epoques  primitives; (3) invasion
i ynastie des Beni-Hafs, par musulmane; (4) les Arlébites; (5) Obéidites ou ]
Abou'i-Abbas Ahmed el-Katib [GAL 11, 241k Fatémites;  (6) Zirides; ~ (7) Almohades; : e LeR, » »
usurpation du faux El-Fadhel; fragment publié (8) Hafsides; (9) les deys; (10) les beys, 1705~ ]-/ﬁl" !

Un K ; ' -
en arabe et traduit en frangais par J.-A. Cher- 1885, souverains musulmans de Tunisie, Beys £ grusc/'u".j 2 hal@f@ hafS'lde Méconnu, Tunis 1930 (R T
’ 0, ) .

bonneau. JA, be série, 12 (1848), pp. 237-258. de Tunis. Journal des sciences militaires, 9
série, 21 (1886), 276-292, 427-444; 22 (1BB6),

MAS LATRIE, L.de. D'un privilége commer- 439-462; 23 (1886), 450-469.

cial accordé en 1320 & la République de Venise

par un roi de Perse, faussement attributé 3 un Traité fait entre le roi de Tunis, Mir Boabdile ' r‘i ﬁ -

roi de Tunis, (de la dynastie des Hafsides.) (Abou-Abd-Allah), surnommé Mohammed

Comptes-rendus des séances de. I'Académie des Mostanser-billah, de la famille des Abou-Hafs, L \

inscriptions, Paris, N.s., 5 (1869), pp. 205-209. et la République de Génes, année 1250; rédigé :
: R par Silvestre de Sacy. Notices et extraits des

MSS de la BN 11 (1827), pp. 22-25.
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HAFSA BINT aL-HADJDJ — HAFSIDS

HAFSA BINT AL-HADJDJ AL-RUKGNIYYA
(al-Rakiniyya), poetess of Granada born after
530/1135, d. 589/1190~-1. Ibn al-Khatib (Ikdia, i, 316)
and other writers praise the beauty, distinction,
literary culture, wit, and poetic gifts of this woman,
who was remembered in later ages above all for
her love-affair with the poet AbG Dja“far Ibn Satd
of the Banii Sa‘ld {see 1BN sa‘ip] family. Abi
Dja“far was the inspiration of most of her
poetry which we possess. After the arrival at
Granada of Abd Sa‘id ‘Uthmin, the son of the
Almohad ‘Abd al-Mu’min, she frequented his court
and indulged in an amorous intrigue with him
(though without abandoning Abid Dija‘far) and was
even sent with a delegation to ‘Abd al-Mu’min at
al-Ribat. It was on this occasion that ‘Abd al-Mu’min
is said to have granted her a village or estate near
Granada, al-Rukina, from which her nisba is derived
but which is otherwise unknown. Jealousy was an
element in Abi Dja“far’s political attitude and Abd
Sa‘id’s hostility towards him, and the latter finally
received orders to execute his rival. After the cruci-
fixion of Abii Dja‘far in 5601165 Hafsa lamented
her lost lover in verse which expresses a touching
grief, dressed in black at the risk of prosecution, then
little by little gave up poetry and devoted herself to
teaching. She ended her days at Marrdkush, where
Ya‘kab al-Mansir bad entrusted the education of the
Almohad princesses to her.

Of her poetical production, strongly tinged with
the romantic atmosphere which still prevailed in
Spain, there remain only about 70 lines which attest

‘a'deep skill in a well-learned craft, but some personal !

touches and genuine sentiments often expressed in a
style quite free from rhetorical artificiality may be
perceived. .
Bibliography: Yakit, Irskdd, iv, 119-23
(=Udabd®, x, 219-27); Ibn al-Khatib, Ihdta,
Cairo 1319, 1, 316-8; Makkarl, Analectes, i, 108,
ii, 147, 539-44; B. Yamut, Sha%irdt al-drad fi
‘l-didkiliyya wa ’l-Isldm, Beirut 1934, 215-9;
A. R. Nykl, Hispano-Arabic poetry, Baltimore
1946; L. Di Giacomo, Une poéiesse andalouse du
temps des Almohades: Hafsa bint al-Hijj ar-
Rukiniya, in Hesp., xxxiv/x (1947), 9-101 (very
complete monograph containing a more detailed
bibliography). (CH. PELLAT)
/A HAFSIDS (Bani HarFs), a dynasty of Eastern
’ arbary (627-982/1229-1574), whose eponymous
ancestor was the celebrated Companion of the
Mahdi Ibn Thmart (¢.v.}, the shayki Abid Hafs ‘Umar
b. Yahya al-Hintati [¢.v.], one of the chief architects
of Almohad greatness. His son, the shaykh Abid
Muhammad °‘Abd al-Wahid b. Abi Hafs, governed
lfrikiya from 603 to 618/1207 to 1zz1. His grandson,
AbG Mubhammad “Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Wihid, was
governor in 623/1226, but was got rid of by one of
his brothers (Abii Zakariyya® Yahya) in 625/1228.
Under the pretence of defending the purity of Al-
mohad tradition, which he claimed was being
undermined, the new governor omitted the name of
the Mu’minid caliph from the khuba (beginning of
627/Nov.-Dec. 1229) and took the title of independ-
ent amir; his sovereignty was fully affirmed in
634/1236-7 by the inclusion of his name in the khutba,
In the 7th/rsth century, after its temporary

unification by the Almohads, the Maghrib was once,

again, and not for the last time, divided into three
states: the Marinid empire of Fez, the ‘Abd al-
Widid kingdom of Tlemcen (Tilimsan) and the
Hafsid kingdom of Tunis.

I. The amir Abl Zakariyy3d® Yahyi (625-37/

|
i

1228-49). Having achieved independence, he gathered
together what was to be henceforth the Hafsig
territory, ie., the whole of Ifrikiva, by seizing
Constantine and Bougie ({628{x230) and tidding
Tripolitania and the country south of Constantine
of the persistent rebel Ibn Ghaniya (631/1234), The
following year he annexed Algiers, and then subdued
the Chelif valley. He encouraged the expansion of
the Bani Sulaym (Ku‘ib and Mirdis) when they
pushed back the Banl Riyih (Dawawida) in the
Constantine region and the 2ab. In 636/1238, he
subdued the Hawwaira of the Algerian-Tunisian
borders. He thwarted a dangerous conspiracy
{639/1242), and launched an attack against Tlemcen,
which he took early in 640(July 1242, handing it
back to the ‘Abd al-Wadid in return for his sub-
mission to Hafsid rule. On his way back, he con-
ceded to the chiefs of the tribes of the Banii Tudjin
rule over their respective territories, thus setting
up in the Central Maghrib a number of small vassal
states capable of ensuring his security. From 635/1238
onwards, the power of AbQl Zakariyy3a® spread as far
as Morocco and Spain, whence tokens of submis-
sion flowed in. When he died, he was in control of
the whole of northern Morocco, and Nasrids and
Marinids acknowledged his overlordship.

He upheld Almobad tradition in his civil and
military administration, and in his capital Tunis,
on which he conferred many bernefits: musalld, sik,
kasaba and madrasa (the oldest of the public madrasas
of Barbary). Malikism was not interfered with by
official Almohadism, nor was the mysticism asso-
ciated with al-Dahmani (b. 621/1224), ‘Abd al:*Aziz
al-Mahdawi, Sidi Aba Sa‘id (d. 628/r231), al-Shadhili
(d. 656/r258 {g.v.}}, and ¢A’isha al-Mannabiyya
(d. 665/1267 [g.v.]).

Rapid economic growth followed peace and. se-
curity, and exchanges became. more frequent with
Provence, Languedoc and the Italian republics,
with whom treaties were signed. From 636/1239,
relations with Sicily became closer when the Hafsid
ruler began to pay yearly tribute in return for the
right to maritime trade and freedom to import
Sicilian wheat. About the same time, bonds of friend-
ship were forged between the crowns of Tunis and
Aragon. Christian merchant communities (Spanish,
Provencal and Italian) settled in the ports, particu-
larly in Tunis, with their own funduks {g.v.] and
consuls. At the beginning of the 7th/t3th century
many Spanish Muslims, craftsmen, men of letters
and so on, emigrated to Hafsid Ifrikiya, and before
long constituted a powerful Andalusian body along-
side the Almohad caste in the capital (see aANDALUS,
vi, appendix). :

II. The caliph al-Mustansir (647-75/1249-77). As
heir presumptive, Abii ‘Abd Allih Muhammad
succeeded his father without difficulty. He gave
free rein to his love of ostentation, and from 6501253
he adopted the caliphal title of al-Mustansir bi'llah.
His self-confident policy was rewarded by important
diplomatic trinmphs in Morocco, Spain and even in
the Hidjiz and Egypt. His rule was never jeopardised
by a few plots and rebellions, often started or
supported by the Arabs, In 658/1260 he executed
the chief of his chancellery, the Andalusian writer
Ibn al-Abbir {g.v.]. On the whole, relations with Chris-
tendom were as easy as they had been under Abid
Zakariyya’, though they suffered some setback when
the crusade of St. Louis (died at Carthage, 25 August
1270) turned towards Ifrikiya. Less than a month
later, the crusaders left under the terms of a treaty
made with al-Mustansir. With his death began a
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HAFSA BINT AL-HADJDJ AL-RUKONIYYA
(al-Rakiniyya), poetess of Granada born after
530{1133, d. 589/1190-1. Ibn al-Khatib (Jhdta, i, 316)
and other writers praise the beauty, distinction,
literary culture, wit, and poetic gifts of this woman,
who was remembered in later ages above all for
her love-affair with the poet Abii Dja%far Ibn Satd
of the Bani Sa‘id [see 18BN sa®Ip] family, Aba
Dja*far was the inspiration of most of her
poetry which we possess. After the arrival at
Granada of Abil Sa%id “Uthman, the son of the
Almobad “Abd al-Mu’min, she frequented his court
and indulged in an amorous intrigne with him
(though without abandoning Abii Dja‘far) and was
even sent with a delegation to ‘Abd al-Mu’min at
al-Ribat. It was on this occasion that ‘Abd al-Mu’min
is said to have granted her a village or estate near
Granada, al-Rukiina, from which her nisba is derived
but which is otherwise unknown. Jealousy was an
element in Abld Dja“far’s political attitude and Abi
Sa“id’s hostility towards him, and the latter finally
received orders to execute his rival. After the cruci-
fixion of Abl Dja‘far in 560/1165 Hafsa lamented
her lost lover in verse which expresses a touching
grief, dressed in black at the risk of prosecution, then
little by little gave up poetry and devoted herself to
teaching. She ended her days at Marrakush, where
Ya‘kib al-Mansiir had entrusted the education of the
Almohad princesses to her.

Of her poetical production, strongly tinged with
the romantic atmosphere which still prevailed in
Spain, there remain only about 7o lines which attest
a deep skill in a well-learned craft, but some personal
touches and genuine sentiments often expressed in a
style quite free from rhetorical artificiality may be
perceived.

Bibliography: Yakat, Irshdd, iv, 119-23
{=Udaba®, x, 219-27); lbn al-Khatib, Ihdita,
Cairo 1319, i, 316-8; Makkari, Analectes, i, 108,
I, 147, 539-44; B. Yamit, Shardt al-SArab fi
l-djiahiliyya wa 'l-Islim, Beirut 1934, 215-9;
A. R. Nykl, Hispano-Arabic poctry, Baltimore
1946; L. Di Giacomo, Une poétesse andalouse du
temps des Almohades: Hafsa bint al-Hdjj ar-
Rukuaniya, in Hesp., xxxiv/r (1947), 9-101 (very
complete monograph containing a more detailed

ibli v). (CH. PELLAT)

S (Ban0U Hars), a dynasty of Eastern
arbary (627-982(1229-1574), whose eponymous
ancestor was the celebrated Companion of the
Mahdi Ibn Tiimart {¢.v.], the shaykk Abl Hafs ‘Umar
b. Yahya al-Hintiti [¢.v.], one of the chief architects
of Almohad greatness. His son, the shaykh Abil
Muhammad “Abd al-Wahid b. Abi Hafs, governed
Iirikiya from 603 to 618/1207 to 1221. His grandson,
Abii Mubhammad ‘Abd Alldh b. “Abd al-Wihid, was
governor in 623/1226, but was got rid of by one of
his brothers (Abt Zakariyya® Yahya) in 625/1228.
Under the pretence of defending the purity of Al-
mohad tradition, which he claimed was being
undermined, the new governor omitted the name of
the Mu’minid caliph from the Riutba (beginning of
627/Nov.-Dec. 1229) and tock the title of independ-
ent amir; his sovereignty was fully affirmed in
634/1236-7 by the inclusion of his name in the khutba.

In the #7thf13th century, after its temporary

unification by the Almohads, the Maghrib was once,

again, and not for the last time, divided into three
states: the Marinid empire of Fez, the ‘Abd al-
Widid kingdom of Tlemcen (Tilimsin) and the
Hafsid kingdom of Tunis.

I.-The wamir Ab0 Zakariyyad® Yahya {625-47/

!
l
{
!

“

1228-49). Having achieved independence, he gathered
together what was to be henceforth the Hafsid
territory, i.e., the whole of Ifrikiya, by s.eizi.ng
Constantine and Bougie (628/1230) and ridding
Tripolitania and the country south of Constantine
of the persistent rebel Ibn Ghianiya {631/1234). The
following year he annexed Algiers, and then subdued
the Chelif valley, He encouraged the expansion of
the Banil Sulaym (Ku‘Gb and Mirdas) when they
pushed back the Banii Riyih (Dawawida) in the
Constantine region and the Zib. In 636/1238, he
subdued the Hawwira of the Algerian-Tunisian
borders. He thwarted a dangerous conspiracy
(639/1242), and launched an attack against Tlemcen,
which be took early in 640/July 1242, banding it
back to the ‘Abd al-Wadid in return for his sub-
mission to Hafsid rule. On his way back, he con-
ceded to the chiefs of the tribes of the Banu Tudjin
rule over their respective territories, thus setting
up in the Central Maghrib a number of small vassal
states capable of ensuring his security. From 635/1238
onwards, the power of Abi Zakariyya’ spread as far
as Morocco and Spain, whence tokens of submis-
sion flowed in. When he died, he was in control of
the whole of northern Moroeco, and Nasrids and
Marinids acknowledged his overlordship.

s

He upbeld Almohad tradition in his civil and”—/

military administration, and in his capital Tunis,
on which he conferred many benefits: musalls, sik,
kasaba and madrasa (the oldest of the public madrasas
of Barbary). Malikism was not interfered with by
official Almohadism, nor was the mysticism asso-
ciated with al-Dahmani (b. 621/1224), ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
al-Mahdawi, Sidi AbG Sa“id (d. 628/1231), al-Shadhili
{d. 656/1258 [¢.2.]), and °A’isha al-Mannibiyya
(d. 665/1267 [g.v.]). _

Rapid economic growth followed peace and se-
curity, and exchanges became more frequent with
Provence, Languedoc and the Italian republics,
with whom treaties were signed. From 636/1239,
relations with Sicily became closer when the Hafsid
ruler began to pay yearly tribute in return for the
right to maritime trade and freedom to import
Sicilian wheat. About the same time, bonds of friend-

ship were forged between the crowns of Tunis and

Aragon. Christian merchant communities (Spanish,
Provencal and Italian) settled in the ports, particu-
larly in Tunis, with their own funduks [¢.v.] and
consuls. At the beginning of the 7th/r3th century
many Spanish Muslims, craftsmen, men of letters
and so on, emigrated to Hafsid Ifrikiya, and before
long constituted a powerful Andalusian body along-
side the Almohad caste in the capital (see ANDALUS,
vi, appendix).

I1. The caliph al-Mustangir {647-75/1249-77). As
heir presumptive, Abi ‘Abd Allah Muhammad
succeeded his father without difficulty. He gave
free rein to his love of ostentation, and from 650/1253
he adopted the caliphal title of al-Mustansir bi’llah.
His self-confident policy was rewarded by important
diplomatic triumphs in Morocco, Spain and even in
the Hidjaz and Egypt. His rule was never jecpardised
by a few plots and rebellions, often started or
supported by the Arabs. In 658/1260 he executed
the chief of his chancellery, the Andalusian writer
Ibn al-Abbir [¢.1.]). On the whole, relations with Chris-
tendom were as easy as they had been under Abl
Zakariyya’, though they suffered some setback when
the crusade of St. Louis (died at Carthage, 25 August
1270} turned towards Ifrikiya. Less than a month
later, the crusaders left under the terms of a treaty
made with al-Mustansir. With his death began a



HAFIZ

line or two of praise onto an independent poem. In-
deed, the vast majority of his surviving ghazals (more
than 500) contain no panegyric at all.

The Diwan (collected lyrics) of Hifiz consists of
the ghazals and a handful of other poems in other
forms. The ghazals vary in length from five to fifreen
double lines. Their themes and motifs are derer-
mined by convention, not the events of the day or
the individual experience of the poet. They celebrate
the pains and joys of love, both worldly and mystical,
the beauties of nature as they appear in an elegantly
crafted garden, and the poet’s own genius. Their
tone varies from serious and profoundly introspec-
tive to lighthearted and self-deprecatory—often
within the compass of a few lines. According to a
famous anecdote, Shah Shuja® is said to have re-
proached Hifiz for the lack of a consistent theme
and tone in his poems: three or four lines would be
given over to wine, one or two to mysticism, and one
or two more to a description of the poet’s beloved.
Shuja“ thought this capricious and “contrary to the
practice of the eloquent.” The poet’s reply was that
while the shah’s criticisms were just, the whole
world recited his poetry, while that of most poets
was unknown beyond the city gates.

In fact, most of Hifiz’ ghazals possess the unity
of theme and tone that the shah so admired, yet
among the considerable number that do not are
poems accounted as his most beautiful. The very first
ghazal in the Diwan might have elicited both the
shah’s criticism and Hafiz’ reply. In the first two
lines, addressed to the sagi (cupbearer), the theme is
that of romantic love:

Haste, o Saqi! Come fill the cup and pass it round.
In a love that seemed so easy, alas, what pain I've
found!

Each whiff of musk from those dark curling tresses,
Each twisted ringlet, for my heart a bleeding wound.

However, in the next line it shifts with baffling
abruptness to the mystic quest:

The wayfarer will know the way, and the customs of
each stage.

Should your guide command it, spill wine upon the
prayer ground. '

Only with the fourth line does it become clear that
the first two lines are to be read as expressing mys-
tical, as well as romantic, love, and that the pain the
lover suffers is for the fleeting, illusory quality of
temporal experience:
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HAFSIDS

In this caravanserai, what certainty is there,
~ When with each breath the cry “Bind on your loads”
may sound?

In summary, Hafz seems to require that his read-
ers see both the real and the metaphysical dimen-
sions of the images he presents, and that they be pre-
pared to link them through associations arising from
the metaphysical level. Despite the shah’s criticism,
it is perhaps this very mercurial shifting of focus as
much as Hifiz’ stunning and nearly untranslatable
grace and felicity of expression that accounts for his
enduring popularity. It allows him to bring together
within a single poem a range and complexity of
emotional response that captures the quality of
human experience more truly than a more linear
style could.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

The first modern scholarly edition of Hifiz’” Drwan is
that of Qasim Ghani and Muhammad Qazvini (1941),
Since its appearance there have been printings of other,
sometimes older and better, manuscripts, most notably
those of Nazir Ahmad and S. M. Reza Jalali Na>ini (1971)
and Rashid Eyvazi (“Iyvazi) and Akbar Behiuz (Bihruz)
(1977). The best introduction to Hafiz’ poetry is still Arthur
J. Arberry, Fifty Poems of Hafiz (1947, repr. 1962), a work
that also presents the major translators of Hafiz into
English. The question of the unity and coherence of the
ghazals is surveyed in Michael C. Hillman, Unity in the
Ghazals of Hafez (1976).

JErROME W. CLINTON

[See also Iranian Literature.]

HAFSIDS, a dynasty of Almohad origin that took
power in Ifriqiya (modern Tunisia) as the Almohad
Empire was disintegrating in the thirteenth century.
Abt Muhammad “Abd al-Waihid al-Hafsi was the
son of the great Almohad sheikh Aba Hafs “Umar;
in 1207 he was appointed by the Almohad caliph al-
Nasir as viceroy of Ifrigiya to defend the province
against an invader from the Balearics, the Almoravid
chieftain Yahya ibn Ghaniya. After the death of Abii
Muhammad in 1221, his family was briefly dispos-
sessed by princes of the Almohad royal line, but in
1228 his son Aba Zakariyd® Yahya finally succeeded
to the viceroyalty. In 1229 Ab@ Zakariya® ceased to
recognize the caliph al-Ma”miin, who had repu-
diated the doctrine of the mahdi Ibn Tamart, and in
1236/1237 had the Friday prayer recited in his own



thlecpllesic |

;
i
H
£

v
g S0

;“ Ly

77
leia

Yye oL,

MONNAIES ALMOHADES ET HAFSIDES
DECOUVERTES A TENES

Le 1¢ mai 1967, la brigade de gendarmerie de Ain Mérane a procédé 4 la récupération
drun sachet renfermant 64 piéces de monnaies, dont 44 pléces en or de forme ronde et
20 piéces en argent de forme carrée. Cette découverte a été faite par un habitant du
douar Herenfa, commune de Ain Mérane au lieu dit Oued Ras.

1ES MONNAIES ALMOHADES EN OR : 23 DINARS (1}

Comme Yont remarqué dautres auteurs, Jes monnaies almohades ne sont pas datées
et donnent assez rarement le lien de frappe. Les monnaies en or donnent généralement
le nom du souverain.

Les chroniques des Almohades ne nous ont guére renseigné sur les monnaies des
souverains. Al Baidag, dans son Kitab al Ansab (2) qui, par ailleurs, nous renseigne sk
complétement sur les origines du mouvement almohade et le début de leur histoire, ne dit
rien de leurs monnaies. Cest & peine, si a propos de la hiérarchie administrative qu’il donne,
il note la place des sakkatun ou directeurs des ateliers de frappe (sikka} des monnaies,
auxquels il atiribue un rang important. Les monnaies almohades qui font l’objet de la

présente étude, ont été frappées sous le régne de ABU YA'KUB YUSUF (558-580 / 1163-1184)
et sous le régne du ABU HAFS 'UMAR IBN ISHAQ AL MORTADA (646-665 / 1248-1266).

(1) Sur les monnaies almohades, of. H. Lavoix, Catalogue des monnaies musulmanes de ia Bibl.
nat., Espagne — Afrique ; Bréthes, Contribulion & Phistoire du Marec par les recherches numis-
matiques, p. 143-152 ; Hamy W. Hazard, The numismatic histery of late médiéval North Africa,
p. 143-158 ; R, Bourouiba, Sur six dinars almohades trouvés a la Qaiw’a des Banu Hammad, dans
B.AA,, t. 11, 1967, p. 271-281.

(2) Edition et traduction Lévi-Proven¢al,
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Volume XIT

AHMED ABDESSELEM

agrégé de I'Université, docteur és lettres,
professeur a la Faculté des Lettres
et des Sciences Humaines de Tunis

LES HISTORIENS
TUNISIENS

DES XVII¢, XVIII®* ET XIX® SIECLES

Essai d’histoire culturelle

Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfl
islam Arastirmalart Merkezi
Kiitiphanesi

Dem. No:| 5®025

961.1
ARD, H

Tas. No:

LIBRAIRIE C. KLINCKSIECK
11, Rue de Lille, Paris (7°9)

Chapitre I

Le milieu culturel au XVII® siécle

La dynastie hafside disparut, on le sait (1), aprés une lente et
pénible agonie. Bien avant qu'un pachalik turc ne les remplagit a
Tunis, les derniers émirs avaient perdu toute apparence d’autorité et
de prestige, non seulement dans ce qui avait été le royaume de leurs
aleux, mais méme dans leur propre capitale. Les villes les plus impor-
tantes s’étaient constituées en territoires indépendants ou pratique- |
ment autonomes, sous la direction de familles a prétentions marabou-
tiques, d’anciens gouverneurs ou de simples aventuriers. Les campa-
gnes étaient livrées aux « Arabes » nomades, dont les plus honnis par
les habitants de la capitale étaient les Awlad $a‘id, qui coupaient, a
quelques lieues deTunis, la route de Sousse et, prenant parti pour I'un
ou lautre prétendant, en arrivérent méme A imposer pratiquement
leur loi &4 la métropole hafside, 2 laquelle ils firent payer tribut.

Dés le début du XVI° siécle, Bougi e et Tripoli étaient irrémédia-
blement perdues. Elles étaient occupées par les Espagnols, qui gar-

(1) Brunschvig, Berb. Or., s’arréte 4 la fin du XVe siécle. Outre les sources ara-
bes étudides ci-aprés, qui ont conservé le souvenir-laissé dans le pays par les
événements, consulter Ch. A. Julien, Histoire de I'Afrique du Nord,2¢ édition,
Paris, 1966, t. II, pp. 250 sq et pp. 267 sq. On trouvera aussi un résumeé
schématique, mais commode, des événements du XVIe siécle et une biblio-
graphie sommaire a la fin de Part. Hafsides in E. Iz. Compléter la liste des
ouvrages qui y sont cités par F. Braudel, La Méditerranée et le Monde Médi-
terranéen a Pépoque de Philippe II, 2¢ éd., Paris 1966, p. 229 sq. et p. 417 sq; et
du méme auteur, les Espagnols et I’ Afrique du Nord de 1492 a 1577, in R. 4., 1928,
p. 352 sq. Dauns cette bibliographie, une importance particuliére est & accorder
aux ouvrages de Monchicourt, seul auteur qui se soit soucié, jusqu’ici, d’étu-
dier d’une fagon suivie P’histoire de la Tunisie au XVIe siécle. On regrettera
d’autant plus que sa disparition prématurée I’ait empéché d’achever ses Etudes
Kairouanaises, Tunis, 1939, 250 pages ( ouvrage posthume ).

527-S5
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des conquétes qui les enrichissent mais les corrompent, puis sont
balayés par un autre peuple fruste et vaillant. C’est surtout chez
les nomades que subsistent cette solidarité et ce dévouement aux
intéréts collectifs (¢agabiyya), force essentielle des Etats. Leur
moralité est supérieure & celle des citadins corrompus et dégénérés.
L’histoire montre que les royaumes naissent, se développent et
meurent, en passant par cing stades de développement, dans
Pespace de trois générations, c’est-a-dire 120 ans. E.-F. Gautier
a insisté sur le mépris d’Ibn Khaldoun pour la terre, le paysan,
le citoyen, et sur les conceptions biologiques, généalogiques de
cet historien de génie & qui le substratum géographique de 1’his-
toire demeure étranger.

Cette philosophie pessimiste des rapports entre nomades
sédentaires, ce fut moins I’ Arabie que le Maghreb qui la lui 1nspira.
Aussi la partie de son histoire universelle, détachée et traduite par
de Slane, sous le titre inventé par lui d’Histoire des Berbéres,
demeure-t-elle la source essentielle, surtout pour le x1ve siécle, ot
s’organisérent les royaumes héritiers de la puissance almohade.
A la remarquable intelligence dont fait preuve Ibn Khaldoun, &
la vigoureuse originalité de ses vues s’ajoute une documentation
de premiére main, puisque I’historien fut aussi le collaborateur
écouté de plusieurs des souverains dont il raconte I'histoire.

I. — LE ROYAUME HAFCIDE DE TUNIS.

Apou-Zakamiva (1229-1249). — Des trois dynasties qui se
partagérent et se disputérent la Berbérie, celle des Hafcides se
posa la premidre en héritiére des pouvoirs et des traditions du
califat almohade défaillant. Le nouveau royaume jouit, au cours
du x1® siécle surtout, d’un réel prestige, mais ne put empécher
la décadence de I'lfriqiya, ot les rivalités et les révoltes des
tribus arabes entretenaient le trouble et accentuaient la ruine.
Son histoire a été étudiée de maniére tout a fait remarquable et
exhaustive par R. Brunschvig dans son ouvrage en deux volumes
intitulé La Berbérie orientale sous les Hafeides, des origines a la
fin du XVe siécle.

On se souvient qu’aprés avoir vaincu le rebelle Yahya ibn
Ghaniya dans le sud-tunisien, le calife almohade en-Nagir avait
confié en 1207 la garde de I'Ifrigiya & un fils du cheikh Abou-
Hafg ¢Omar el-Hintati ; ce gouverneur y exer¢a le pouvoir dans
'obédience almohade jusqu’a sa mort (1221), puis fut remplacé
par quelques gouverneurs de la famille mouminide. En 1226,
le calife el-°Adil nomma de nouveau un hafcide a la téte de
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46 . BERBER DYNASTIES
they had achieved a measure of stability in Iberia. Not until 1205
did Abd al-Wahid ibn Abi Hafs, a powerful al-Muwahhid general,
march into Ifrigiya and drive Yahya from Tunis. Increasingly isolated
and with his tribal support dwindling, Yahya nevertheless remained
a thorn in the side of the al-Muwahhids until his death in 1238.

A stalemate had developed. On one hand, the al-Muwahhids
could not check the centrifugal tendencies of Ifrigiya’s tribes—a legacy
of the disorders of the late Zirid period. The Banu Ghaniya, on the
other hand, though taking advantage of Ifrigiya’s distance from the
most important al-Muwahhid centers of power to harass their enemies,
had no hope of toppling them. In the long run, the most important
aspect of the al-Muwahhid era for Ifrigiya was the continuing de-
veloping of the Mediterranean commerce inaugurated by the Zirids.
The al-Muwahhids fought Christian expansion in Africa but were
not opposed to increasing trade. They permitted European nations
to appoint consuls, often themselves merchants, to represent them
in North Africa. Guarantees of security for foreign businesspeople,
permission for them to build residences and warehouses (fundugs),
and the establishment of fixed import and export tariffs promoted
trans-Mediterranean commerce. Dates, oil, wool, leather, and grains
led Ifrigiya’s exports, whereas the Europeans supplied glass, paper,
dyes, wood, and metal products. The balance of trade probably favored
Ifrigiya, but Europe’s more advanced maritime skills left a dispro-
portionate share of the business in the hands of merchants from
Genoa, Pisa, and Marseilles.

THE HAFSID DYNASTY, 1227-1574

Abd al-Wahid ibn Abi Hafs remained governor of Ifrigiya until
his death in 1221. For many years, the Hafsid family had enjoyed
considerable influence among the al-Muwahhid elite. Abd al-Wahid's
rivals in Marrakesh, fearing the establishment of an independent
power base in Ifrigiya, dashed his hopes of turning the governorship
into a hereditary office by securing the appointment of a descendant
of Abd al-Mumin as his successor in Tunis. In less than a decade,
however, Abd al-Wahid’s son, Abu Zakariyya, had assumed his father’s
former position. :

Abu Zakariyya's accession coincided with the most acute period
of disarray the al-Muwahhids had yet experienced. Exhausted by
prolonged warfare in Spain and territorially overextended in the
Maghrib, the empire fragmented. Only in Morocco did the dynasty
exercise real control. Many North African Muslims attributed this
political and military decline to the behavior of the al-Muwahhid

Crossroads of the Islamic
and European Worlds
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leaders who, they believed, were abandoning the religious puritanism

R S e 202 o W

that had inspired the early caliphs. Abu Zakariyya, in contrast, -

vigorously defended al-Muwahhid “orthodoxy,” even to the point of
ordering prayers in Tunisia® said in his own name rather than the
caliph’s. Such assertiveness gave the area the specific identity it had
lacked since the departure of the Fatimids.

A string of military successes added to the strength and popularity
of Abu Zakariyya. With great skill, he played the Tunisian tribes off
against each other, facilitating their control by his soldiers, most of
whom were Moroccan tribal retainers of the Hafsid family. He also
integrated some local nomadic tribes into the army to forge links
with the Tunisian Arabs. Stability at home enabled Abu Zakariyya
to eliminate the Banu Ghaniya in 1234, absorb the Hammadid state
shortly thereafter, and extend his influence as far west as Tlemcen,
which he seized in 1242 from the Abd al-Wadids, another al-Muwahhid
splinter group. Before he died in 1249, most inhabitants of the Maghrib
and those parts of Spain still in Muslim hands had recognized Abu
Zakariyya as the only effective Muslim leader in the region. Spanish
Muslims appealed to Tunis for aid in stemming the tide of the
Reconquest. Abu Zakariyya was reluctant to launch a major expedition
across the Mediterranean, but he did encourage the resistance of
Andalusian Muslims, welcoming them to Tunis when they were forced
to flee their homes. The amir took many of these refugees into his
bureaucracy and army, and others farmed land around new villages
they established, especially in the Majarda Valley. Although the al-
Muwahhid tribespeople bristled at the special treatment accorded the
Andalusians, the latter formed a dynamic element in the society. Their
talents for government, agriculture, crafts, and the arts contributed
greatly to the prosperity Tunisia enjoyed under Abu Zakariyya.

His son and successor, Abu Abdallah, consolidated his accom-
plishments. In 1253, he underscored Hafsid supremacy in North Africa
by taking the title of caliph, adopting the throne name al-Mustansir.*
After the Mongols executed the Abbasid caliph and his family a few
years later, prominent Muslims in Mecca and Cairo briefly acknowl-
edged al-Mustansir’s claim. But as the Mongol threat receded and a
new political order emerged in the Middle East, support for al-
Mustansir waned, especially in Egypt where a “shadow caliphate”
headed by a distant survivor of the Abbasids emerged. Al-Mustansir
could not alter geographical realities. The Maghrib remained at the
periphery of the Muslim world, its leaders unable to assert permanent
spiritual or secular control over the Islamic heartlands.

The Hafsids' development of a viable state disturbed their
Christian neighbors, as King (later Saint) Louis IX of France dem-
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118 The Berber dynasties

* of their cultural superiority to the rural communities. Their intellectual reach
was therefore restricted to their own community. They had contacts with the
leading scholars of other towns of the Maghrib, but hardly any with the religious
leaders of the: Moroccan countryside. Although, as suggested earlier, the
madrasas may have been intended by the rulers as a means of providing an
orthodox Islamic education to the rural elite, the influence which the urban
‘ulama exercised on religious life in the countryside seems to have been
insignificant. Their religiosity, with its emphasis on the Islamic law, could have
relevance only to urban communities administratively controlled by the state.
The absence of administrative control in the countryside made it possible for the
Sufi shaykhs to emerge as leaders who performed for the rural communities many
of the regulative functions performed in the towns by the state acting in
conjunction with the “wlama. This is not to say that the Sufis did not have a
following in Fez or in the other towns of Morocco during the Marinid period.
Indeed they had. But whereas in the countryside they dominated the religious
outlook of their communities and assumed positions of socio-political leadership
in conjunction with tribal leaders, in the towns they had a religiously and
politically marginal position compared with the “ulama.

The Hafsids

Already before the Marinids had started the conquest of Almohad territory in
Morocco in about 1245, the Hafsids had wrung control of the eastern Maghrib
and proclaimed themselves as the heirs of Almohad religio-political authority.
This claim rested on the special position which the Hafsids had in the Almohad
state. Abu Hafs “Umar, after whom the Hafsid dynasty was called, gave Ibn
Tumart the protection of his tribe when he was hunted out by the Almoravids
and remained one of his close confidants after he had become the leader of a
powerful movement. Although ‘Abdul-Mu’min, another of Tumart’s close
companions, became his successor and founded the ruling dynasty of the
Almohad state, the Hafsids occupied in the state a position next only to that of
‘Abdul-Muw’min’s family. They therefore had a vested interest in the mainte-
nance of its authority as well as the solidarity of the Masmuda tribes that formed
its main support. The caliph al-Ma’mun, who in 1229 renounced the Almohad
doctrine, had rebelled in the Andalus in 1227 against Caliph al-"Adil and made
his entry into Marrakish with the help of an army provided by Castile. His
coming to power with the military help of the Christian state against which the
Almohads had previously fought in the name of Islam was a serious blow to what
little authority the dynasty still had with the founder tribes of the Almohad
- movement. Al-Ma’mun’s renunciation of the Almohad doctrine enabled the
Hafsids to pose as the rescuers of and heirs to Almohad authority and to unite the
founder tribes of the Almohad movement under their leadership. The Hafsids

. I, ,(7? S
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The Hafsids 119

consequently viewed the state which they founded in Ifrigiya not as a secessionist
state, but as the continuation of Almohad religio-political authority under their
leadership.

The appointment of “Abdul-Wahid, the son of Abu Hafs “Umar in 1207 as

. viceroy of Ifrigiya (see above, pp. 100-101) can be considered to constitute the

beginning of the Hafsid state. The free hand the caliph gave him in governing this
region, and ‘Abdul-Wahid’s ability to establish peace and order in it, resulted in
his emerging as a quasi-independent ruler. When he died in 1221, the Almohad
chiefs in Tunis proceeded to elect his son Abu Zayd ‘Abdul-Rahman to succeed
him without waiting for instructions from Marrakish. But the caliph al-
Mustansir still had the power to prevent the Hafsids from becoming Ifrigiya’s
reigning dynasty. In the years between 1221 and 1226 Ifrigiya was governed first
by an aged member of the family of ‘Abdul-Mu’min called ‘Abul-°Ala’ Idris and,
when this prince died, by his son Abu Zayd. Almohad authority in Ifrigiya
deteriorated greatly during this period, partly on account of the activities of
Yahya b. Ghaniya and also because Abu Zayd’s headstrong whims made him the
object of general execration. Opposition to Abu Zayd left Caliph al-‘Adil with
little choice but to appoint another Hafsid, Abu Muhammad “Abdulla, as viceroy
of Ifrigiya. The new viceroy arrived in Tunis in November 1226, but his brother
Abu Zakariyya Yahya had arrived before him and become active in pacifying the
tribes in eastern Algeria. The rebellion of al-Ma’mun in the Andalus against the
caliph al-°‘Adil in October 1227 caused much confusion in Ifrigiya because Abu
Zakariyya, then governor of Gabis, sided with al-Ma’mun whereas his brother
remained loyal to al-“Adil. Al-Ma'mun’s success in capturing power in
Marrakish with Castilian military help in 1228 led to the replacement of Abu
Muhammad by Abu Zakariyya as viceroy of Ifrigiya.

AbuZakariyya Yahya (1228—49) was the founder of the Hafsid state; the caliph
al-Ma’mun was not able to intervene in the affairs of Ifrigiya, and his
renunciation of the Almohad doctrine in 1229 provided Abu Zakariyya with a
justification to discard his authority. Because until 1229 the Almohads had
considered Ibn Tumart as the source of legitimate political authority, his name
was mentioned first in the khutba, followed by that of the reigning Almohad
caliph. In 1229 Abu Zakariyya initiated the practice of having his own name
mentioned after Ibn Tumart’s with the title of amir. A few years later, in 1236 or
1237, by which time he had consolidated his authority over Ifrigiya, Abu
Zakariyya assumed the caliphial title of amir al-mu’minin. This change implied
that Abu Zakariyya considered himself, and not the Almohad ruler in Marrakish,
as the true Almohad caliph. Immediately afterwards the rulers of several towns in
the Andalus, including the Nasrids of Granada, recognized Abu Zakariyya’s
suzerainty in the hope of receiving military help from him against the Christians.
In 1238 Abu Zakariyya sent eighteen ships to help in defending Valencia against

 the Aragonese, whose remaining in Muslim hands was important to the Hafsids
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LES DERNIERS PRINCES HAFSIDES A TUNIS (1526-1574)
a partir de documents espagnols et italiens des XVile et XVile
siecles

Dr. Frangois ARNOULET
Aix-en-Provence - FRANCE

C'est sous les plus mauvais auspices qu'avait débuté le régne de Moulay
Hassen. Son pere Moulay Mohamed avait en 1521 battu Kheir ed Dine le pacha
et le beylerbey d'Alger dans I'Est constantinois et aurait pu mettre fin a la
domination turco-ottomane & Alger, Soliman le Magnifique étant occupé au
siége de Rhodes. Néanmoins il manqua d'audace en ne poursuivant point Kheir
ed Dine qui par ruse autant que par astuce et diplomatie parvint & soumettre la
Kabylie et & pénétrer de nouveau a Alger. Mort en 1526, son plus jeune fils
Moulay Hassen s'emparait du trone paternel assassinant ses deux fréres
ainés, tandis qu'un autre nommé Rached parvenait & s'enfuir et & se réfugier a
Alger. Cette usurpation de pouvoir mina son autorité et la guerre civile
s'étendit a toute la Tunisie. Kheir ed Dine en profita pour convaincre Soliman,
que dans sa lutte contre les Espagnols, il avait intérét & abattre la dynastie
des Hafsides et a s'emparer des ports et des vaisseaux de ce royaume. Dans
le méme temps Rached a Istanbul sollicitait une alliance contre son frére et
son rétablissement sur le trone. Le Sultan repoussa les deux propositions,
Rached fut mis en prison et Keir ed Dine partit seul avec une flotte de 80
galéres et 8000 soldats. il débarque a la Goulette et la population croyant qu'il
ramenait Rached, l'accueille favorablement. Le lendemain, le 14 ao(t 1534, il
enfongait les portes de Tunis qu'il livrait au pillage. Moulay Hassan abandonné
de tous s'était enfui vers le Sud tandis que la terreur inspirée par les

f"‘( N 1 ' A\ Turco-ottomans amenait une prompte soumission des villes de l'intérieur et du
é’,’f Mt,ce/”e}“ 'L lenkiwe,)‘l""' ﬁm&'%’e’ littoral.

""""""" Charles Quint devant cette situation alarmante qui aggravait sa récente

A D 50&)’1 @Smﬂn 4 %\22, ; défaite devant Alger ol il avait été obligé d'abandonner le Pefion, I'le devant
\ j oo la ville, le 27 mai 1529, ordonne d'organiser une véritable croisade. Il y est
poussé par le Grand Mailtre de I'Ordre de Malte Pierre du Pont qui lui envoie le

3&\3 /‘ g - /16 C/( fj '37»)2 g/ﬁ\o uon commandeur Ponce de Léon. Finalement il est décidé qu'une armée chrétienne

doit débarquer au plus vite en Afrique sinon il est a craindre que les
Turco-ottomans s'emparent des royaumes de Sicile et de Naples (1). Pendant
S L‘/[ _ 51 7 ce temps, Moulay Hassen avait gagné Constantine ol il avait trouvé asile
’ - Ej %f) auprés du gouverneur local, un nommé Dorax. {l s'y lie d'amitié avec un

e DT renégat génois Ximea qui lui conseille de demander I'assistance de I'Empereur
d'Espagne (2). Malgré sa répugnance a s'allier avec un prince chrétien et

sachant trés bien gu'il ne regagnerait point ainsi la confiance de son peuple, il

charge Ximea de se rendre a Madrid avec quelques uns des siens pour décider

Charles Quint & débarquer en Tunisie. Le renégat génois arrivera dans la

capitale espagnole a la fin de I'année 1534 et se présente avec le titre de

(1) A. de VERLOT, Histoire des chevaliers hospitaliers de St Jean de Jérusalem, 7
volumes in 16 Paris, 1772,
(2) ROUSSEAU, Annales tunisiennes Alger 1864, p. 15.
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1’ Aurasienne apparait ainsi drapée dans un ample vétement sombre, égayé seu-
lement a la taille par I’entre-deux rouge ou orange et les spires de la longue cein-
ture de laine colorée.

Les femmes de ’Aurés ont aujourd’hui tendance 4 abandonner le saf et adop-
tent de plus en plus souvent les robes bariolées, 4 dominante rouge, des femmes
des Hauts plateaux ou des Ziban.

R. FErY.

H13. HAFSIDES

En faisant la conquéte de I'Ifrigiya (1152-1163) Abd el-Moumin* achevait
I'unification du Maghreb sous la domination almohade*, mais celle-ci ne dura
guére, dés 1229, le gouverneur de I'Ifrikiya, Abu Zakaria Yahya rompait avec le
calife de Marrakech puis proclamait son indépendance (1236).

Petit-fils de Abu Hafs Hintati*, 'un des compagnons les plus fidéles du Mahdi,
Abu Zakaria, qui régna de 1229 3 1249, fut le fondateur du royaume hafside ;
son autorité s’étendit rapidement 4 la totalité de I'Ifrigiya a laquelle s’ajoutérent
le territoire de Tripoli et une marche occidentale ayant Bougie pour capitale et
qui s’étendait jusqu’a Alger et la vallée du Chélif. Il mit fin au royaume du der-
nier almoravide, Yahya Ben Ghaniya. Bien qu’ayant rompu ses liens de vassali-
té envers les Almohades, Abu Zakaria resta fidéle 4 la doctrine préchée par Ibn
Toumert.

Son successeur Abu abd-Allah, plus connu sous le nom d’El Mostancir, régna
de 1249 a 1277. Il dut défendre son trdne contre les bédouins Dawawida aux-
quels s’alliaient des membres de sa famille. Sous son administration le royaume
hafside devint un Etat puissant dont le rayonnement, déja sous Abu Zakaria,
dépassait les terres africaines. Les Hafsides étendaient sporadiquement leur
domination sur les deux autres royaumes nés de la déliquescence de 'empire
almohade, celui des Abd el-Wadides de Tlemcen et celui des Mérinides de Fés.
Entre 1250 et 1270, El Mostancir signa des traités de commerce avec les prin-
c1paux Etats chrétiens de la Méditerranée, et entra en relation avec des pays
aussi éloignés que la Norvége ou le Borkou.

C’est a ce souverain puissant que s’attaqua Saint-Louis conduisant la huitiéme
Croisade. La peste, plus que les armes, vainquit le roi des Francs dont le frére
Charles d’Anjou négocia avec El Mostancir un traité plus avantageux pour lui
que pour le souverain hafside.

Tunis sous les Hafsides

Ce danger écarté, El-Mostancir avait embelli sa capitale et Tunis était devenue
une ville encore plus puissante et encore plus riche. Dés leur installation en Ifri-
qiya, les Almohades, qui avaient définitivement choisi Tunis comme capitale,
avaient construit la Kasbah jouxtant Penceinte a I’ouest de la ville. Avec le temps
c’était devenu une véritable ville de gouvernement ayant sa mosquée, son palais,
ses batiments du maghzen, ses étuves et méme ses jardins. Sous les Hafsides,
Tunis devint une place de commerce importante, fréquentée par les Catalans, les
Provengaux, les Génois et les Pisans. Des traités de commerce, surtout aprés 1270,
contribuérent 4 enrichir la population et en premier lieu le souverain qui prélevait
des droits de douane sur les produits venus d’Europe, sur ceux venus de ’Afrique

£ § i s “ . L .
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intérieure et sur ceux qui sortaient de Tunis. Malgré les vicissitudes politiques, les
constructions, surtout des mosquées, des médersas et des zaouias, s’étaient mul-
tipliées dans le dernier tiers du XIr siécle. Des faubourgs s’étaient agrégés a la cité
primitive tassée autour de la grande mosquée Jama ez-Zitouna. 1l s’était méme
constitué, en plus du quartier juif, un quartier chrétien, le Rabt an-Nasara, dans
le faubourg de Bab al-Manara, au sud de la Kasbah. Les souks rassemblés autour
de la Grande Mosquée grouillaient d*une activité intense et parfumée.

Mais la ville avait ses faiblesses. Comme dans beaucoup de cités maghrébines,
son alimentation en eau était insuffisante. Il y avait certes des puits et des citernes
en grand nombre mais la population de Tunis était si dense que 'approvision-
nement devenait irrégulier, surtout en été. Al-Mostancir avait fait restaurer le vieil
aqueduc romain qui avait alimenté Carthage. Mais le volume d’eau ainsi amené
du lointain Zaghouan ne représentait que la moitié des capacités de I'aqueduc.
A I’époque romaine, le débit quotidien était de 32 000 m?, a la fin du Xur siécle,
il atteignait 14 000 m® par jour en saison humide et 2 290 seulement en été dont
2083 étaient destinés aux jardins royaux et & peine 918 m® pour la ville de Tunis
— encore faut-il soustraire de ce chiffre les prélévements destinés a la Kasbah et
ses jardins. Cette pénurie explique peut-étre 'ampleur des pestes et épidémies
diverses qui décimaient perlodlquement la population.

Mal alimentée en eau, Tunis n’avait pas une position facile a defendre, méme
si, établie entre le “lac” qui la séparait de la mer et la Sebkha Sejourmi qui la cou-
pait de la terre, elle jouissait d’un relatif isolement. Mais s’appuyant sur le carac-
tére frondeur de la population, prétendants ou adversaires du sultan avaient
réussi plusieurs fois 4 se rendre maitres de la ville

Les forces armées de terre et de mer

Les Hafsides descendant des Almohades ont conservé 'efficace organisation
d’Abd el-Moumin : le djound, (Parmée), toujours commandé par un Almohade, est
composé de troupes réguliéres qui regoivent leur solde quatre fois par an. L'effectif
de Parmée hafside est sujet 4 des variations considérables. R. Brunschwig l'estime
a dix mille hommes a peine au début du xtve siécle, alors qu’en 1390 ’armée oppo-
sée aux chrétiens débarqués 4 Mahdiya comptait entre quarante mille et soixante
mille combattants.

En plus des contingents des tribus vassales chacune des armées maghrébines
posséde des troupes arabes mais aussi des mercenaires chrétiens qui sont mieux
équipés.

Le royaume ifrigiyen a moins de puissance que le mérinide; il a pu néan-
moins résister victorieusement aux empiétements abdelwadides et conserver,
non sans peine, sa domination sur Béjaia (Bougie) et Constantine qui sont les
deux grandes villes de I’ouest.

Il n’y avait, a Pépoque guére de différences entre un navire de guerre et un
bateau de commerce car nul bitiment ne pouvait s’aventurer en mer sans s’étre
pourvu en armes. Il existe, néanmoins des fonctions nettement définies et les per-
sonnages qui les remplissent sont importants. e chef supréme, pour les opéra-
tions en haute mer, est le Ka’id el-Bar. A terre un autre ka’id dirige les arsenaux.

Comme les effectifs de ’armée de terre, ceux des vaisseaux de guerre hafsides,
sont sujets 4 variation. On sait qu’en 1482 la flotte tunisienne comptait 75 vais-
seaux dont 36 galéres. Les troupes embarquées comptaient, au milieu du Xiv
siécle jusqu’a 400 hommes par vaisseau, dont la moitié était constituée d’archers
et d’arbalétriers.







62 11 Coloquio Hispano-Tunecino

Pierre IV adresse une lettre & Abou-l-Abbas, roi de Tunis, en lui disant que
les fréres de la Merci ont I'habitude de racheter des captifs chrétiens qui
se trouvent «en terre de Maures». Le «majeur et .président de cette ordre
dans notre domaine d’Aragon («maior y president del dit ordre en la pre-
sencia nostre d’Aragé») a ordonné les freres Miquel de Thovy, Comman-
deur de Pampelune, et Francesch Serra, Commandeur de Majorque, d’aller
dans les terres et royaumes de Tunis. It demande le roi tunisien de leur
permettre l'entrée qu’ils puissent acheter tous les captifs possibles (53).

Avec .cela nous sommes arrivés & la fin de notre exposé€. Nous sommes
conscients que les sources utilisés sont nécessariement partielles et que
'apergu de ces vingt années de rapports diplomatiques que nous avons
donné est unilatéral. Cela vient non seulement du fait que la documentation
arabe est beaucoup moins nombreuse que la chrétienne dans nos Archives,
mais aussi de I'emploi dans la plupart des cas, d’un seul type de documen-
tation; les registres de la Chancellerie ot I'on consigne les documents ex-
pédiés, et non pas regus, par la Chancellerie Royale. Mais la richesse docu-
mentaire des Archives de la Couronne d’Aragon est extraordinaire et la
voie est ouverte aux chercheurs pour compléter ce tableau.

F. UDINA MARTORELL

ACTAS DEL N
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(53) A. C. A., Cancilleria: Registros, n.° 1.389, fols. 96 v.97 .
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LES CONTACTS CULTURELS ENTRE L'IFRIQIYA
L HAFSIDE (1230-1569) ET LE SULTANAT NASRIDE
D'ESPAGNE (1232-1492)

Les deux royaumes, celui des Hafsides et celui des Nasrides, situés aux
deux extrémités du monde musulman d’occident, étaient nés presque en
méme temps de Iéclatement de 'Empire Almohade. L’éloignement favorisa
entre eux l'instauration d’excellentes relations. Menacés sur le continent, en
butte & quelques frictions avec leurs voisins mérinides, les Nasrides orienté-
rent leur diplomatie vers le resserrement des liens avec les Hafsides dont ils
n’avaient rien a craindre. Ils montrérent 2 leur égard beaucoup de déférence,
reconnurent leur suzeraineté A Poccasion, et profiterent en contrepartic de
leur soutien moral et de leurs subsides. L’aiguille du barométre des relations
des deux royaumes ne quitta donc jamais pour ainsi la zone du beau fixe.
Ni lasile accordé & Abi Ishaq, le frére d’al-Mustansir (647-675/1249-1277)
a Grenade, ni celui que trouva A Tunis, prés d’un sizcle et demi plus tard,
le sultan nasride Muhammad dit «El-Izquierdo», chassé de son tréne en
1427, ne ternirent ces relations. Le premier était d’ailleurs monté sur le
trone hafside en 1279, et le second avait retrouvé son royaume en 1429 avec
Ia bienveillance de Jean II de Castille et 'aide du monarque de Tunis Abit
Fiaris, ce qui ne pouvait, en définitive, que resserrer les liens politiques (1).

La sérénité du ciel politique favorisa entre les deux royaumes les con-
tacts culturels. En fait ces contacts ne se limitérent pas au Sultanat nasride.
Tout ce qui subsistait encore de I'Espagne musulmane y avait contribué.
Nous limiterons cependant notre étude au Royaume de Grenade, en espérant
que d’autres investigations fouilleront encore davantage le sujet. Et dans le
cadre que nous nous sommes trac&, nous mettrons surtout Paccent sur la
culture littéraire et profane.

(1) BRUNSCHVIG, R.: La Berbérie Orientale sous les Hafsides, Paris, 1947,
{ndex 8. v. Nasrides, et particulidrement ¥, 45, 736 et 228.
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62 I1 Coloquio Hispano-Tunecino

Pierre IV adresse une lettre & Abou-l-Abbas, roi de Tunis, en lui disant que
les fréeres de la Merci ont P'habitude de racheter des captifs chrétiens qui
se trouvent «en terre de Maures». Le «majeur et président de cette ordre
dans notre domaine d’Aragon («maior y president del dit ordre en la pre-
sencia nostre d’Aragé») a ordonné les fréres Miquel de Thovy, Comman-
deur de Pampelune, et Francesch Serra, Commandeur de Majorque, d’aller
dans les terres et royaumes de Tunis. Tl demande le roi tunisien de leur
permettre Pentrée qu'ils puissent acheter tous les captifs possibles (53).

Avec cela nous sommes arrivés & la fin de notre exposé. Nous sommes
conscients que les sources utilisés sont nécessariement partielles et que
I'apergu de ces vingt années de rapports diplomatiques que nous avons
donné est unilatéral. Cela vient non seulement du fait que la documentation
arabe est beaucoup moins nombreuse que la chrétienne dans nos Archives,
mais aussi de ’emploi dans la plupart des cas, d'un seul type de documen-
tation: les registres de la Chancellerie ol I'on consigne les documents ex-
pédiés, et non pas regus, par la Chancellerie Royale. Mais la richesse docu-
mentaire des Archives de la Couronne d’Aragon est extraordinaire et la
voie est ouverte aux chercheurs pour compléter ce tableau.

F. UDINA MARTORELL

ACTAS DEL /L coLoqUio
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LES CONTACTS CULTURELS ENTRE L'IFRIQIYA
HAFSIDE (1230-1569) ET LE SULTANAT NASRIDE
D'ESPAGNE (1232-1492)

Les deux royaumes, celui des Hafsides et celui des Nasrides, situés aux
deux extrémités du monde musulman d’occident, étaient nés presque en
méme temps de I'éclatement de 'Empire Almohade. L’éloignement favorisa
entre eux l'instauration d’excellentes relations. Menacés sur le continent, en
butte & quelques frictions avec leurs voisins mérinides, les Nasrides oriente-
rent leur diplomatie vers le resserrement des liens avec les Hafsides dont ils
n'avaient rien a craindre. lls montrérent A leur égard beaucoup de déférence,
reconnurent leur suzeraineté & I'occasion, et profitérent en contrepartie de
leur soutien moral et de leurs subsides. L'aiguille du barométre des relations
des deux royaumes ne quitta donc jamais pour ainsi la zone du beau fixe.
Ni lasile accordé & Abu Ishaqg, le frére d’al-Mustansir (647-675/1249-1277)
2 Grenade, ni celui que trouva 2 Tunis, prés d’un siécle et demi plus tard,
le sultan nasride Muhammad dit «El-Izquierdo», chassé de son trone en
1427, ne ternirent ces rclations. Le premier était d'ailleurs monté sur le
trone hafside en 1279, et le second avait retrouvé son royaume en 1429 avec
1a bienveillance de Jean II de Castille et 'aide du monarque de Tunis Aba
Faris, ce qui ne pouvait, en définitive, que resserrer les liens politiques (1).

La sérénité du ciel politique favorisa entre les deux royaumes les con-
tacts culturels. En fait ces contacts ne se limitérent pas au Sultanat nasride.
Tout ce qui subsistait encore de I'Espagne musulmane y avait contribué.
Nous limiterons cependant notre étude au Royaume de Grenade, c¢n espérant
que d’autres investigations fouilleront encore davantage le sujet. Et dans le
cadre que nous nous sommes tracé, nous metirons surtout l'accent sur la
culture littéraire et profane.

(1) BRUNSCHVIG, R.: La Berbérie Orientale sous les Hafsides, Paris, 1847,
index s. v. Nasrides, et particulidrement I, ¢5, 736 et 228.
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Patricia Kabra

THROUGH A GLASS DARKLY: PORTRAYALS OF THE
HAFSIDS OF IFRIQIYA

"Human beings make their history in cognizance of that
history, that is, as reflexive beings cognitively
appropriating time rather than merely ‘living' it ... Getting
to know what goes on ‘in’ history becomes, not only an
inherent part of what ‘history’ is, but also a means of
transforming ‘history.™

A. Giddens, The Constitution of Society'

Fighting over the dead body of the past is 1
preoccupation of those living in the present as they attempt to
shape the future. In this sense, the scholarship on the Middle East
has often reflected the conceptions of historians as much as it has
the events of the past. In the case of the history of the Hafsids of
Ifriqiya (1227-1574), the image of decadence, decline, and decay
presented in the secondary literature has its roots in both French
and Maghribi scholarship. Most of this scholarship has tried to
chronicle and explain the decline and stagnation which preceded
the French colonial enterprise in North Africa. For historians, one
important turning point in this process, at least in the case of
Tunisia, was the three hundred year hegemony of the Hafsids in
Ifrigiya.?

The Hafsids ruled Ifrigiya from the thirteenth through the
sixteenth centuries, and the area over which they had control
either expanded or contracted in response to internal stability or
external pressure. At the height of their power in the late
thirteenth century, under AbQ ‘Abdallah Muhammad al-Mustansir,
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THE NEW CAMBRIDGE o 2 € | .
HISTORY OF -3 \é The Almohads (524—668/ 1130-1269) and
1 SLAM :%0» ‘x @ the Hafsids (627-932/ 1229-1526)
6\ MARIBEL FIERRO
' ¥ N
VOLUME 2 / The Almohad caliphate
The Western Islamic World The mahdi Ibn Tiimart and the Almohad movement
. : Ibn Yasin, the founder of the Almoravid movement, is depicted as a Maliki
Eleventh to Elghteenth Centurles jurist engaged in transforming the Lamtiina Berbers i]zito good Maliki
Muslims, a mission he accomplished by resorting often to physical punish-
* _ ments. His teachings were transmitted for some time, but eventually forgot-
ten. Despite both his relevance and the prominence of the Maliki school under
Edited by the Almoravids, Ibn Yasin did not come to play a central role either in western
~ MARIBEL FIERRO - Malikism or in Almoravid political legitimisation.

- Ibn Tdmart, the founder of the Almohad movement, also aimed at a moral
and religious reform. Accounts of Ibn Tiimart’s life more detailed than those
of Ibn Yasin, as well as the ‘Book’ (Kitab) attributed to him, are extant. The

— oot ] Almohad numismatic formula Allahu rabbung wa-Muhammad rasilund wa'l-
gtxg&i’{ Moerkezl mahdi imamund (God is our Lord, Mubammad is our Prophet, the mahdi
Kamghmai B [i.e. Ibn Tmart] is our imam) bears witness to the central role he was accorded
SaMaum e ool in the new polity. However, our understandine of how and when those
Dom, No: /{ qqm—l’% . accounts c_)f h]is h'_t’f,?; were written down is stll fauiy, apart from the obvious
2971.9 : fact that they moulded Ibn Timart’s life according to the Prophet’s biogra-
Tas. No : E | E CL : phy.* Much of the portrayal of Ibn Tdmart comes from the ‘Memoirs’ of al-
HEwn- Baydhag,® whose aim is nevertheless chiefly to establish ‘Abd al-Muw’mir’s

right to lead the Almohads as caliph.
The picture those accounts convey is as follows. Ibn Tiimart was born in
Igilliz, a village in the Sis,* the great valley which separates the western range
of the High Adas from the Anti-Atlas to the south, and an area where the
spread of Malikism, Mu‘tazilism and Shiism is documented® He came from
. the Harga tribe, Masmiida Berbers, although he was properly a member of the
n CAMBRID GE Prophet’s family. He travelled to al-Andalus around the year 500/1106f. and
Q¥ UNIVERSITY PRESS then to the East to pursue his education. In Baghdad, he met al-Ghazli
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