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KHAFD — KH*AFI KHAN

of the spirit in which the enquiry was conducted, sc.-

within a broad movement towards feminine liberation
and towards a certain demythologisation which has
found a favourable echo in the press (e.g. al-Ahram
of 27 January 1959). The Sudanese Republic has
decided to abolish the practice, considered nasty
and even barbarous, and similar measures have been
envisaged to end it in Egypt.

Female circumcision is far from being a surgical
operation meant to prevent abnormal deviations of
the’ genitalia (Wilken, Verspr. Geschriften, iv, 238
if.), but is rather a rite de passage. One can discern
its origin in the primitive mythology of the Egyptians
and other African peoples who believed in the bi-
sexuality of the soul of their gods and of men. These

bisexual souls project their physiological character-,

istics in their procreative organs; thus the feminine
soul of the man is located in the prepuce, whilst the
masculine soul of the woman is in the clitoris. Cir-
cumcision and excision accordingly make the boy and
the girl respectively shed their feminine and masculine
characteristics. Only in this way can the girl claim
to be fully a woman capable of sexual life; Egyptian
women still look down on an uncircumcised woman
by saying *You are like a man”,

In Egypt, the operation is carried out by the mid-

. wife either in complete secrecy or in the presence

of a few invited women, and it is justified by the
desire to maintain pre-marital chastity and virginity.
It naturally presents serious dangers, of which the
authorities are aware; apart from the complications
which can sometimes be fatal, the cooling-down of
. the female temperament and desires, which the

operation tends to bring about, causes on the men’s:

part an abuse of drugs, especially of hashish—an
unexpected aspect of the consequences of mutilation,
whose abolition would produce a three-fold effect.
Bibliography: In addition to the works
cited, see above all the extremely well-documented
article of O. F. A, Meinardus, Mythological,
historical and sociological aspects of the practice
of female circumcision among the Egyptians, in
Acta  ethnographica, Budapest, xvif3-4 (1967),
387-97, which has an extensive bibliography on
the subject. E (Ep.)

x EH"AFI KHAN, munaMmap HASHIM NIZAM AL-

MULKI, historian; his title of Khwafi Khin was
given him by Mubammad Shah and is derived from
a family connection with Khwaf [g.v.], a district of
eastern Persia, famous for its distinguished men. He
was a son of Khvadja Mir, a confidential servant of
Murad Bakhsh, youngest son of Shih Djahin. The
place and date of his birth are not known, but it
seem probable that he was born in India, and a
statement in his history (i, 730) implies that his
birth took place about 1074/1664. The statement is
that 74 years after the death of Shih Dijahian’s
minister, Sa‘d Allah, he was 52 plus the age of
discretion (147). In other words he was 66 Muslim
Years old in 1140/1728. His father was Khwadja Mir,
g'a confidential servant of Shih Djahin’s youngest

. son, Murad Bakhsh, and was severely wounded at
4 the battle of Samoégath. Kh»afi Khin, possibly like

Bernier's friend Dinishmand, began life as amerchant,
or as an official’s clerk, and it was in one of these
capacities that he visited Bombay in 1693-4 and had
an interview with an English official (ii, 424, and
Elliot-Dowson, vii, 350). He served under Awrangzéb,
Bahadur Shah and Muhammad Shah in the Deccan
and in Gudjarat, and was long stationed at Surit.
He also lived at Abmadabad, which he defends against
the strictures of Dijahangir, and at Rahuri, in

Siwdji’s country, and in the beginning of Bahadur
Shah’s reign he was governor of Campanir i, 77).
Probably he_ ended his days at Haydarabad in the
service of Asaf Diih Nizam al-Mulk (hence our
author’s title of Nizim al-Mulki) about 1732-33.
He was an intimate friend of Shah Nawiz, the author
of Ma’dathir al-umara® (who was also a Haydarabadi
officer) (see iii, 680 of the Bibl. Ind. edn. of that
work, and Khvafi Khan, ii, 678).

Kh¥afi Khan wrote a history of the Indian branch
of the Timirid dymasties, and called it Muntakhab
al-lubab (“The quintessential selection”). It is a
standard work and is much admired, especially in
the east, for its style, and its accuracy and impartial-
ity, though it is often too grandiloquent for western
taste. Still, it is by far the most human and interesting
of native histories of India, with the doubtful
exception of Bada’ini. After an introduction begin-
ning with Turk b. Yafit, and describing the origins,
etc., of the Tatars and Mongols, it gives short bio-
graphies of Timilr, his third son Miran Shah, -and
the descendants of the latter, who were the emperor
Babur’s ancestors. These are followed by ‘a history
of the emperors of Agra and Dihlj, beginning with
Babur, of whom there is a tolerably full account,
and ending with the beginning of the 14th year of
Mubammad Shah. Babur conquered India in 932/
1526, and the 14th year of Mubammad Shih was
1140/1732, 'so that the history covers a period of
over 200 years. The last ten years of the history
are given in a very abridged form. The most valuable

parts of the work are the accounts of Shah Djahan =~ -

and Awrangzéb, for both of whom the author
had a high admiration. The history has been published
in the Bibliotheca Indica (2 vols.), but the edition
is not complete, for it wants the first part or volume.
This last, however, is very rare, and perhaps does
not exist in its entirety, There is only a portion of
it in the British Museum. The author refers to it in
vol. 1, 49 of the printed edition. Kh"afi Khan also -
wrote a history of the minor Islamic dynasties of
India, but this too has disappeared, though a small
portion is preserved in manuscript in the India Office
Library (Ethé¢, Cat., No. 407). It was apparently
of little value, being mainly an abridgment of
Firishta.

The charm of Khvifi Khan’s history consists in
bis digressions and his frequent use of his own ob-
servations, and of information derived from his father
and brother. He is a somewhat narrow Muslim, and
he is too favourable to Shiah Djahin and Awrangzéb,
Thus he slurs over Awrangzéb's trpacherous capture
and subsequent execution of his younger brother,
Murad Bakhsh. The capture he represents as a clever
manceuvre (it was certainly to the public advantage),
but he is evidently half-ashamed of it, for he declines
to give the particulars. In his account of Murad
Bakhsh’s attempt at escape, and his trial and exe-
cution, which he got from his father, he does not
plainly set down Awrangzéb’s responsibility, and
continues to pay him a compliment for his generosity
in rewarding the man who declined to prosecute
Murad for the murder of his father. He also deals
lightly with Shih Djahidn’s conduct to Khusraw,
and to his competitors for the throne, and says
nothing about his debaucheries. Still, he is far more
honest than Abu 'I-Fadl “Allami {g.».]. His accounts
of Shér Shih and Djahingir -are very fair, and in
the latter of them he has a very interesting account
of Niir Djahin. He says he got it at Sarat in 1097/
1695-6 from a very old man, who as a child had

- accompanied -Nur Dijahan’s father on his journey



