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Abstract

The Ottoman eighteenth century is a period of decentralisation dominated by the
emergence of peripheral semi-autonomous lords. This period is also marked by the
spread of tax farming (iltizam), especially lifelong malikane contracts. This articleisa
case study of these two phenomena, through examination of the activities of minor/
secondary notables in a remote corner of Ottoman Macedonia, namely the town of

Serfice (today Servia, in Greek Macedonia), their relationship with the Giray dynasty

ruling over the Tatar khanate of Crimea, who were in their own right the traditional
patrimonial beneficiaries of the hasses of Serfice, and the role of the Ottoman admin-
istration operating as an efficient power broker. It also examines the role of the Giray
dynasty in bestowals of timar grants on beneficiaries, in an era in which the timar
system is described in the available bibliography as either moribund or completely

defunct. A
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The eighteenth century, which is also known as the “Age of the Ayans’, was
a period of ground-breaking transformations of the Ottoman socio-economic
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and political systems, with the emergence of provincial and peripheral
magnates, the well-known ayan, being the most characterisitc expression of
the trend towards economic, political, and military de-centralisation.! Accord-
ing to Bruce McGowan, the basic trait of the Ottoman eighteenth century was
the blurring of existent dichotomies and career backgrounds, and the viola-
tion of all rules concerning and regulating landholding, with a general assault
on state-owned (miri) lands. Local provincial elites and newly-formed central
elites achieved domination by participating in the tax farming system. In this
way ayans and bankers, who financed the tax farming system and were indis-
pensable for its smooth operation, managed to take over from older elites and
to become the real eighteenth-century protagonists.

McGowan distinguishes between two generations of ayans. The first genera-
tion of lesser ayans were by-products of tax farming and of interference in the
management of their communities. These people were the intermediaries be-
tween central state authorities and their communities, as they undertook the
responsibility for tax collection and money lending to villagers and poor urban
centre dwellers, something that helped them gain prestige, respect and power.
From the ranks of these lesser local notables emerged a second generation of
local magnates who formed a select group of grand ayans who were warlords,
since they gained power by force and quasi-official networks. This second gen-
eration made its appearance in the late eighteenth-century catastrophic wars
against Russia and Austria, when they mustered their own militias, formed of
men residing in their territories, and offered them to the central state to fight
its external enemies. They thus managed to establish direct communication
links with Istanbul and exploit the desperate needs of the Ottoman state for
soldiers. For this reason, by saving the Ottoman state, they seized total control
over vast territories, thus accelerating the decentralisation of political power?
In this period the survival of the Ottoman state was secured through intricate
negotiations between the imperial centre and the peripheral magnates, who,
by taking advantage of the daunting needs of the state administration for cash
and troops, succeeded in imposing their will and securing their position within
the Ottoman imperial system. Thus, local notables emerged during the “Age of

1 This term was initially used by Bruce McGowan to designate Ottoman history between
1609 and 1812. For additional information and explanation for the adoption of this term by
McGowan, see his “The age of the Ayans”, in An Economic and Social History of the Ottoman
FEmpire, ed. Halil Inalcik and Donald Quataert (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,

1994), vol. 11, pp. 637-758. .
2 Mc Gowan, “The age of the Ayans”, pp. 658-63. 0 3 Mart 17 3
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Giraylar (1440-1840)!

Ali KARACA

Fatih devrinde, Karadeniz'in Osmanl devletinin hakimiyetine girdigi
siralarda (1454-1475), Karadeniz'in kuzeyinde cografi, ekonomik ve
stratejik acidan onemli bir konuma sahip olan Kinm'da da Cengiz soyundan
Hact Giray Han (14407-1466) yeni bir hanhZin temellerini atdi.2 Bu dénem
ayni zamanda Osmanlt devleti ile Kirtm hanliinin tarihi birliktelik
siirecinin baglangicmi olusturdu. Haci Giray Han'la baglayan miinasebetler
onun halefi Mengli Giray zamaninda bir nevi tedafiif ve tecaviizl ittitaka
doniistii. Kefe'nin zapti, Kirtm'in giiney sahilleri, Kerg bogazinin her iki
kiyist ve Azak sehrinin ¢evresindeki bazi yerlerin Osmanlt devletinin
hiikmii altina girmesiyle Kirtm hanhigi da Osmanli devletine baglanmus oldu
(1475).3 Bu baghiligin en dnemli gostergesi hi¢ siiphesiz hanlarin tayin ve

! Bx. Halim Giray Sultan: Giilbin-i hdndn. [stanbul, 1327, 13-14; Tatar
mirzalarimin ofullarini on bes yagma kadar Atabeylerden Giray kabilesinde bir kisinin
himayesinde bityiitmek, terbiye ettirmek Gteden beri 4det olmustu. Hact Giray'in babasi
Sultan Gryaseddin Han da Giray kabilesinden Devlet Giray Sofu'nun evinde biiytimistii.
Hact Giray'in dogdugu giin Devlet Geldi Sofu'nun hacdan dondiigii giine tesadif ettifinden,
Sultan Gryaseddin Han oglunun adin1 hem Giray kabilesine hem de Deviet Geldi Sofu'ya
bir cemile olarak, Hact Giray koydu. Hact Giray, Kirim hant oldugunda Devlet Geldi
Sofu, Giray kabilesinin adimin hanlarin nesilleri tarafindan unutulmamas: icin dogacak
hanzidelerin isimlerine "Giray" ilave edilmesini, bdylece kabilesine bir yadigir
birakilmasini rica eder, Haci Giray da bu ricay: kabul eder. Bundan sonra dogan biitiin han
ogutlarinin adlarina Giray takabi ilave etmek adet haline gelir. Hamdi Giray Bey de kesin
bir kanaate varamamakla birlikte, "Giray" lakabinin Devlet Geldi Sofu'nun arzusuyla
konuldugunu belirtmektedir (Tiirk-Mogo!l imparatorlugunun miistakil bir filkesi olan Alun
Ordu devletinin tarihgesi ve bu devletin bir iilkesi olan Kurum. 1stanbul, 1926. Tirkiyal
Aragtirmalari Enstitiisii Kiitiiphanesi, T. 11, s. 58-60).

2 H. inaleik: Kinm. A, VI, 1955, 741-762. A. N. KURAT: IV-XVHI yiizyilarda
Karadeniz kuzeyindeki Tiirk kavimleri ve devletleri. Ankara, 1972, 206-207.

3 Abdurrahman Seref: Tarih-i Osmaniyye. 1. Istanbul, 1315, 177: “... Hac
Giray'in vefatinda on iki eviadt biribirine diigiip, serzede-i zuhtr olan nifak ve miinfifeset
badi-i inkisam-1 devlet ve miintec-i harib-1 memleket oldugundan, Kinm iilema ve egrifi
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act: This dissertation pressnts two seventesnth-century al
sources of the type called gazanams. This genre of writing
mid-fiftesnth century and lasted to the Crimean war, but de :
popularity, the gazanams has not been the subject of rigorous study

Two gazanamas are presented here: the anonymous Cehrin ceferi and the
ahvsl-i lemal-i Sefer-i Cehrin attributed to (*c)abd’ul-Kerim Efendl,
secretary to the Crimean khan, Selim Giray. These concern the Ottoman
campaign against Chyhyryn in the Ukraine in 1678, an event which marked the
apoges of Dtioman expansion 1in Eastarn BUrope, and they add significantly to
our knowledge about this svent.

BEoth works have been pressrved 1n unigue coples 1N the BEikpliothegus
Mztionale in Paris, ths Cehrin Seferi in an sightssnth-century copy made by a
French scholar, Sieur LesRoux, and the Ahval-i Icmal-i Sefer-i Cehrin 1n an
gighteenth-century Ottoman copy. Because of their location thess wWo k: have
remzined unknown to Turkish scholars, and nsither has been used 1in the atudy
of Ottoman history. This dissertation gives & critical edition and an
arnotated translation of both sources with a discussion of the manuscripts,
the style of the works and their pi robable authorship. The final chapter
evaluztes their historiographical significance snd compares them with other
contemporary accounts of the Chyhyryn Campalgn§ hoth Ottoman and LUuropesan.
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3. The Political System of the Crimean Khanate

The Crimean Tatar Khanate was one of the most important states in eastern
Europe from the early sixteenth century until the end of the seventeenth
century. This is rrue despite the fact that most historians have considered the
Tatars to be, at best, vassals of the Ottoman sultan and a northern extension of
his aggressive imperialistic policies against the Christian world, or, at worst,
semicivilized brigands whose only function was to raid and devastate the
steppe, living upon their more civilized neighbors.

In fact, however. the Crimean Khanate met all of the prerequisites for early
modern statehood. It possessed a viable government with a central adminis-
traton that provided leadership in military, political, and economic affairs. Its
administration was based on both historical tradition and a well developed
legal system. The legal system was modeled primarily on the Ottoman Islamic
example although it contained some remnants of the Tatars’ central Asian
truditions. The khanate had a clearly defined social system, with at least as
high a proportion of urban population as its northern and eastern neighbors.
Its economy depended greatly upon trade, including trade in slaves,
agriculture, and livestock. Its educational system was as complex and
thriving as that of the Ottomans and more advanced than that in Muscovy.
Finally, the Crimean khans were patrons of the arts. They built both sacred
and secular monuments. Historiographical literature written by Tatar authors
extolled the development of the khanate and was a sophisticated contribution
to Islamic literature. In view of all of this, it is strange that today in the
historiography of eastern Europe the Crimean Tatars can be considered to
have been without state or civilization.

Giray Dynasty

At the pinnacle of Crimean society stood the Giray dynasty that provided
(ll of the khans and the highest court officials. The Girays traced their
genealogical origins through the Golden Horde to the Great Horde and
Jengiz Khan. This tradition gave the dynasty a sense of historical legitimacy
and a political pretension that was embodied in the khan’s titles. Mengli
Giray was called:

the Crimean Khan, born of the pure race, descended from the Great Khan,
through the dynasty of Khans, whose rank provided him with sovereign power,
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political theory, these two officers were considered heirs to the throne. In
practice, this was seldom the case. While the kwrultay chose the khan, and its
choice was confirmed or rejected by the Ottoman sultan, the khan himself
made the selection of these two positions.

Thus the khan’s power derived frofi three streams: Tatar tradition, his
personal selection by the kwruliay, and his acceptance and subsequent
financial support from the Ottoman sultan. Once he assumed the throne, the
khan’s position depended upon his ability to satisty the demands and needs of
the other members of his Giray family and of the leaders of the important
Crimean clans. Such satisfaction demanded both effective leadership within
the state and lucrative foreign adventures. 1t is no accident that those khans
with the longest reigns were the khans who brought to the Crimea both booty

from military campaigns and a strong iniernal rule.

Coray Finances

The economic resources of the khan were only sufficient to support his
court activities and the upkeep of his palaces. Much of the peninsula was
outside of his financial control. Most of the economically productive land was
in the hands of the clans, the Mushim institutions, and the Ottomans. In
addition to the taxes that the Girays could expect from their own lands, they
also owned the monopoly of salt production. Until the end of the seventeenth
century, the Girays also recetved tributes in varying amounts from Muscovy,
Poland, and the Danubian Principalities.®

Monpies were needed for several courts. As visible evidence of his
sovereignty, the khan maintained both a large palace in Bahgesaray aud
wountry estates ut Ulakli and Alma. (By the end of the sixteenth century, the
khan's first palace at Solhat had fallen into disuse und disrepair.) The kalgay
aavd mredin sultans also kept palaces of their own in Akmeget. Foreigners
who visited these paluces during the carly seventeenth century indicate that
shere seemed o be no official business conducted there. They remarked that
ilie puluces seemed to be mostly pleasure centers for the Giray heirs to the
throne®

Phe fust element of the ruling dynasty was made up of the Lurge number of
furay subtans that included alt of the tiving Giray males who had never held
ane of the three top positions. From Ottoman records it appears that these

altuns numbered as muany as fifty at a time.” Both the ruling khans und the
Ottomuns had difficulty keeping these sultans active while keeping them from

LD 1O

gain one of the top positions. Some of these sultans were assigned

b Kbhan'™ ropresentatives among the Nogay hordes: some were sent Lo

Fomssta ta admister the khan's interests there: a few were kept on estaltes
caggmed o the Girays by the Oteman sultans. These latter originally bore



