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Abstract 1
z-
This article focuses on the Turkish-Finnish relations which i
have never been a popular issue on both sides’ academic lite- o
rature. However ties between the two states have been much % -
closer than one can expect. lllustrating five main points, the §
article aims to show that Turkish-Finnish relations have a great %
potential to improve. First, Ottoman Empire was one of the ear- b
liest states to recognize Finnish independence from Russia. &
Second, the new Republic of Turkey paid attention to the Finns 5(3
who they believed to come from the Central and Northern Asia =
to find relatives to the Turks. Third, a part of the Muslim-Turkic
population of Russia had immigrated to the Finnish territory
which declared independence from Russia in 1917. Since ;
07 Temmr 201

then, there is a Muslim-Turkic population in Finland and they
want to maintain their relations with Turkey. Fourth, trade rela-
tions between Turkey and Finland are strong. Fifth, Turks have
a naive and honest perception of the Finns as a brother nation.

Introduction

Turkey, a state between Asia, Europe and Africa, and Fin-
land, the cultural lone wolf of the North?, seem remote on the
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map. It is almost impossible to hear about Turkish-Finnish re-
lations on both sides’ media as well. Finland is a not a popular
destination for Turkish tourists either, while Finnish tourists
rarely visit Turkey’s southern coast. One may even question is
there really a communication and interaction between the two
states. This work aims to contribute to meager literature on
the Turkish-Finnish relations illustrating five points.

First of all, Ottoman Empire was one of the earliest states

to recognize Finnish independence from Russia, a common
threat for both. This meant a great deal for the independent
Finland and the Ottoman intellectuals who were fond of the
Europe. Second, the new Republic of Turkey paid attention
to the Finns who they believed to come from the Central and
Northern Asia to find relatives to the Turks and consolidate
the idea of the Turkishness. Third, a part of the Muslim-Turkic
population of Russia had immigrated to the Finnish territory
which declared independence from Russia in 1917. Since then,
Muslim-Turkic population of Finland has been actively estab-
lishing some organizations and trying to form relations with
Turkey. Fourth, trade relations between Turkey and Finland
are strong. Turkish-Finnish relations have a great potential to
improve on the economic and political sphere. Lastly, it is pos-
sible to argue that Turks have never had a negative prejudice
against the Finns. On the contrary, Finns have always been
portrayed as a naive and sympathetic nation.

. 1. Recognition of the Independent Finland
and the First Contacts

The relationship between Turks and Finns can be traced
back to the 18th century when Finns lived under the rule of



933 SKOWRON-NALBORCZYK, Agata Relations /e fon ¥9
between the state and Islam in Finland and Poland. Y1774
Muslinm minority-state relations- violence, P
integration, and policy. Ed. Robert Mason: £ /amlﬁ,’ “
Basingstoke & New Vork: Palgrave Macmillan,

2016, pp. 83-105, ) ‘

7 6 kesm 2847 MADDE YAViK
, ]



o Finlandiga 06060c
MARTIKAINEN, Tuofhas. Finland. Yearbaok of -
Muslims in Europe, 5 (2013) pp. 237-246. .

' PAUHA, Teemu, Ambassadors of faith; young |
. 'Muslims negotiating for agency in the face of
‘discursive government. Journal of Religion in
Europe, 81 (2015) pp. 73-100.  Young Finnish

Muslims.

} PAUHA, Teemu & MARTIKAINEN, Tuomas.
Finland. Yearbook of Muslims in Europe, 6 (2014)
'pp. 218-228. |

. SAKARANAHO, Tuula & MARTIKAINEN, ‘

. Tuomas. The governance of Islam in Finland and !
Irelang. Journal of Religion in Eurape, 8 1(2015)
pp. 7-30.

|
SHARMANI, Mulki al-. Striving against the ‘nafs":

revisiting Semali Muslim spousal roles and rights in'

- Finland. Journal of Religion in Europe, 8 i(2015)

. bp 101-120. Somalis in Helsinki.

|

| ,MKANEN,Maﬂa Tilness, healing, and everyday
Islam: transnational lives of Somali migrant womer:.
Everyday lived Islam in Europe. Ed. Nathal
M Dessing, Nadia Jeldtoft and Jergen S Nielsen,
Linda Woodhead. Famham & Burlington: Ashgate
Variorum, 2013, pp. 147-162. Finland.

. 14 Sigg |
HADDE vy e 27
‘ S o MLANDI T |

f";\x ™

RSN D0t s
S LURKUMAN
i B




| ]

" T\MMN@M uob) Danwrocte s (ogoog*z}

P \3\:@&(@3 3*’-‘%§

| | 15 Marvee (@ gé,g@z»g/}
ISLAM IN THE WEST THE NORDIC COUNTRIES.

Critical Concepts in Islamic Studies Ingvar Svanberg

Source: David Westerlund and Ingvar Svanberg (eds), Islam Outside the Arab World, London:
Curzon, 1999, pp. 379-401.

Edited by
'David Westerlund
and
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@ The Nordic countries are, according to sociologist David Martin’s research,
= among the most secularised in the world. Only a very small minority of the
‘% population are regular churchgoers. Apart from participation in religious

- activities, secularisation may also be defined by the role that religion is allowed
= to play in society. The majority regard religion as a personal matter of
conscience that does not have any major social dimensions or implications.

There is certainly a prevailing Lutheran tradition that still permeates the

Nordic societies, but the concepts of being Swedish, Norwegian, Finnish or

Danish are more closely associated with democracy, modernity and other

Volume I : non-religious concepts.

Regions and History .| Since World War II Sweden, Denmark and Norway in particular have

experienced a religious revival in at least two different ways. Parallel with a

steadily decreasing religiosity in the traditional sense, new religions have

entered the scene. The more marginal variety has been the interest among
young people in various so-called sects, sometimes originating in the United

States, sometimes in India and other Asian countries. Satanism, Veganism

and Neo-Paganism are new elements on the religious scene. Of particular

importance is the spread of New Age ideas and practices. However, an
apparently more substantial change on the Swedish, Norwegian and Danish
religious maps has come with immigration from other countries and cultural

ci Universit : A spheres.
”“ “ ‘ﬂ"ll "I " Ilm |” lll iﬁ ’ As a result of this influx, well-established religious congregations such
las the Roman Catholic Church and the Mosaic congregations have ex-
01106073 perienced an important revival and a substantial increase in the number of
‘active members. Other churches and religions have been established for
% Routledge : the first time as a result of adherents moving to Scandinavia. Today there
Taylor &Francis Group : ‘are congregations of various Oriental churches and Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus
"ONDOZ'AN?‘ :EW YORK land Sikhs exercise their religion within Nordic societies. These congregations
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Accademia della Cultura Islamica (U.1.0.)
sotto l'egida della Societa

per {'appello all'islam, Tripoli

Islam in Finlandia: i Tatari

di Giorgio Pieretto

«Subito dopo che i Russi erano giunti davanti a Tallinn, il loro
comandante aveva inviato 1200 cavalieri tatari verso le coste della Finlandia
meridionale, attraverso 1 ghiacci.

Questi, dall’isola estone di Pranglin, giunsero all'isola di Mjolo, che
dista solo cinque chilometri da Helsinki. Da li tentarono di raggiungere la
citta, ma per fortuna un vento da sud, alcuni giorni prima, aveva spinto i
ghiacci del mare verso le isole antistanti frangendoli e riducendone lo
spessore, cosicché i tatari dovettero all'inizio rinunciare alla loro impresa, e
raggiungere la costa nei pressi di Helsinki.

Si accamparono su un’isola situata a circa dieci chilometri dal
continente. Il giorno seguente duecento uomini lasciarono il campo per
andare a spiare. Percorsero otto chilometri lungo i ghiacci dell’arcipelago,
verso ovest, verso la penisola di Porkkala, e furono cosi abili negli
spostamenti che nessuno seppe sospettare il loro arrivo prima di una mattina
quando, di buon’ora, attaccarono alcuni villaggi di Porkkala uccidendo e
imprigionando gli abitanti».

E la descrizione, a tinte un po’ fosche, dell’attacco tataro del 1577 alle
coste della Finlandia meridionale durante I'assedio posto dalle composite
truppe dello zar Ivan IV il Terribile a Tallinn, allora svedese come tutta
I'Estonia '

I territori di Helsinki e Sipoo furono i piti colpiti: i Tatari avrebbero
depredato e bruciato 23 villaggi.

Ma oggi esiste una vera e propria pacifica comunith di tatari
finlandesi, la Comunita Islamica di Finlandia, che ha festeggiato nel 1986 i
suo1 60 anni. La sede & a Helsinki, Fredrikinkatu 29, dove si trova la « Casa

dell'Islam » (Islamn talo) con due locali per I'insegnamento, una biblioteca,
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NOTES ON THE ORIENTALISM DEBATE
AND ORIENTALISM IN FINLAND

Hannu Juusola

University of Helsinki

To Kaj Ohrnberg, one of the few who have tackled Orientalism in Finland.

FROM ORIENTALISM TO MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES

In addition to specific disciplines such as history, linguistics, and political science,
the Middle East has been studied within two broader and distinct research
traditions. The first is the so-called Orientalist research tradition, which has a
long-established history, especially in the European universities. The heyday
of Orientalism was the nineteenth century, when research in the field went
through a period of great expansion. At its core, Orientalism has involved the
philological research of mainly ancient and mediaeval texts based on methods
developed in Classical and Biblical studies. Oriental studies and Biblical studies
have been particularly closely related. In addition to Semitic and other “Oriental”
languages, religion has been very much at the centre of this research tradition,
so much so that religion and culture have often seemed to be synonymous with
each other. In particular this has been true in terms of Islam, which has typically
been understood in the broadest possible sense, more as a culture or even civi-
lisation than as a religion. By reading and analysing classical texts, Orientalists
could “translate” the essence of “Oriental or Islamic culture” for Westerners. The
modern “Orient” has played a much more limited role in this tradition than its
predecessors. Sometimes the modern Orient has been relevant only to the extent
that it has reflected ancient heritage in general and Biblical heritage in particular.*

The other main research tradition related to the Middle East is so-called Middle
Eastern studies, which developed first in the USA and later also in Europe as
part of area studies. After the Second World War, Middle Eastern studies have
increasingly replaced Orientalism as the main tradition of studying the Middle

1 On the history of Orientalism, there are now a number of good general introductions. For de-
tails, see, for instance, Lockman 2010.

Studia Orientalia1i (2013), pp- 547557 W glstale.s
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. @ Scandinavia in 90 Ap but today it is generally thought that
{ these were the Lapps who already inhabited some of this
by lnns area. Just where the original ancestors of the present
4,700,000 inhabitants of this rugged region came from is

FINLAND not certain. The Finns probably entered Finland during

o NaEh Cispee the first three centuries AD, coming from several

different directions. Because their language belongs to
the Finno-Ugrian family, which is related to languages
spoken between the middle Volga and areas east of the
“Urals, it is likely they came from the south across the Gulf
of Finland, and from the southeast and east via the Kare-
lian Isthmus and around the northern side of Lake Ladoga.
These early Finns settled in three main areas: Suomi in
the south west, Hame in the middle and Karelia in the
east.

It was not until the spread of Christianity in the 12th
century, when Eric IX of Sweden instigated the First
Crusade, that any record was made of Finnish history.
But Christian mfluence from the east had already been
felt in Finland before the First Crusade. The English-
born Bishop Henry of Uppsala accompanied St Eric
on this journey to establish the first bishopric in the
country; and after being murdered near Turku, he was
made Finland’s patron saint.

After this initial contact with Sweden, the ties between
the two countries continued to strengthen over the follow-
ing centuries. From 1352, Finns participated in the Swedish
royal elections and in 1556 Finland was established as a
Duchy by the Swedish King Gustavas Vasa. This long and
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This Finnish farmer uses a sledge to transport his bull
acvoss a frozen lake to the local market. To protect
them from the cold, cattle are kepr indoors during the
winter, and in summer they ave housed at night.

Druze — Fur

hen the great ice sheets covering northern Europe

retreated around 10,000 years ago, they left

what is now known as Finland in their wake—a
flat, barren country covered with numerous lakes and
straddled by hills and towering ridges of granite rock.

Today, Finland's 130,000 square miles are largely
covered by blanketing forests of hardy spruce, pine and
birch trees. To the east lies Russia, while the northern and
western frontiers are shared with Norway and Sweden.
Finland’s coastlines along the Gull of Bothnia, the Baltic
Sea and the Gulf of Finlund are dotted with thousands of
small islands, as are most of her extensive inland lakes.
The climate of the area appears strange and uninviting
to the southern European. The northern area of Finland,
which lies above the Arctic Circle, is often covered with
snow for six months of the year while the brilliant summers,
when the sun shines for as many as 24 hours cach day,
are comparatively bricl. The climate of the southern parts
of the country are relatively mild: in some years the capital
city, Helsinki, sees hardly more snow than London.

Rock carvings found by archacologists at certain coastal
locations indicute the presence of Man in Finland around
7000 1o 8000 e and perhaps carlier. The Romun writer
Tacitus mentioned a people he called the Fenni from

Terence Spencer C
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hen the great ice sheets covering northern Europe

retreated around 10,000 years ago, they left

what 15 now known as Finland in their wake—a
flat, barren country covered with numerous lakes and
straddled by hills and towering ridges of granite rock.

Today, Finland’s 130,000 square miles are largely
covered by blanketing forests of hardy spruce, pine and
birch trees. To the east lies Russia, while the northern and
western frontiers arc shared with Norway and Sweden.
Finland’s coastlines along the Gulf of Bothnia, the Baltic
Sca and the Gulf of Finland arc'dotted with thousands of
small istands, as are most of her extensive inland lakes.
The climate of the arew appears strange and uninviting
to the southern European. The northern area of Finland,
which lies above the Arctic Circle, is often covered with
snow for six months of the year while the brilliant summers,
when the sun shines for as many as 24 hours each day,
are comparatively brief. The climate of the southern parts
of the country arc relatively mild: in some years the capital
city, Helsinki, sees hardly more snow than London.

Rock carvings found by archacologists at certain coastal
locations indicate the presence of Man in Finland around
7000 to 8000 Be and perhaps carlier. The Roman writer
Tucitus mentioned a people he called the Fenni from

Scandinavia in 90 Ap but today it is generally thought that
these were the Lapps who already inhabited some of this
area. Just where the original ancestors of the present
4,700,000 inhabitants of this rugged region came from is
not certain. The Finns probably entered Finland durine
the first three centuries AD, coming from severa
different directions. Because their language belongs to
the Finno-Ugrian family, which is related to languages
spoken between the middle Volga and areas east -of the
Urals, it 1s likely they came from the south across the Gulf
of Finland, and from the southeast and east via the Kare-
lian Isthmus and around the northern side of Lake Ladoga.
These early Finns settled in three main areas: Suomi in
the south west, Hame in the middle and Karelia in the
cast.

It was not until the spread of Christianity in the 12th
century, when =ric IX of Sweden instigated the First
Crusade, that any record was made of Finnish history.
But Christian influence {from the east had already been
felt in Finland before the First Crusade. The English-
born Bishop Henry of Uppsala accompanied St Eric
on this journey to establish the first bishopric in the
country; and after being murdered near Turku, he was
made Finland’s patron saint.

After this initial contact with Sweden, the ties between
the two countries continued to strengthen over the follow-
ing centuries. From 1352, Finns participated in the Swedish
roval elections and in 1556 Finland was established as &
Duchy by the Swedish King Gustavas Vasa. This long and

This Finnish farmer uses a sledge to transport his bull
across a frozen lake to the local market. To protect
them from the cold, cattle are kept indoors during the
winter, and in summer they are housed at night.
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Historical background1

Sporadic visits to Finland by Orientals have been quite common in connec-
tion with Russian military campaigns ever since the disastrous raid on the
coast of Uusimaa/Nyland in January, 1577. After the khanates of Kazan and
Astrakhan were subdued by Ivan the Terrible, many Tatars, Bashkirs etc.
were compelled to serve in the Russian army and recollections of strange-
looking, small and sharp-scented soldiers among the Russians were not in-
frequent. These historical facts were soon mixed up with old folkloristic
beliefs concerning the cruel and savage cynocephals, or dog-headed canni-

bals.?

1 For further information, see: Martti Risinen, Suomen turkkilaisista ja
heidin vaiheistaan. (Suomen Heimo 5/1941, 64-67); Suomen Islam-seurakunta
1925-1975. Helsinki 1975, 47 p.; Zuhur Tahir, The Muslims of Finland. Hel-
sinki 1955, 29 p.; Leman Arbatli, Finlandiya Tirkleri ve Finlandiya. Is-
tanbul 1966, 30 p.; CAyaz Ishdqi, Finlandiya. (Yafia M{ll¢ Yul 5/1937, 13-
19 and 6/1937, 12-17); Naile Binark, Finlandiya'da kurulmug olan cemiyet~
ler. (Kazan 15/1975, 1-8); Suomen musulmaanit. (Suomen Kuvalehti 23/1935,
944); Mirja Wilenius, Rukoushetki suomalaisessa moskeijassa. (itbid. 8/
1961, 14-15, 34); Leif Rantala, Tatarerna - var okdnda minoritet. (Hufvud-
stadsbladet 9.1.1975); Margita Andergdrd, Kazans turkar i Finland samman-
svetsad minoritet. (Zbid. 26.1.1975); M. A., De trivs i virt samhille men
odlar egna traditioner. (Zbid. 30.1.1975); Hilma Grangvist, Vira 950 mu-
hammedaner. (Nya Pressen 4/1957); Suomen turkkilaiset. (Orava. KOP:n hen—
kilokurman lehti 4/1975, 14-15); Marja-Leena Marjamiki, Tataarikulttuurin
piivit Kinnarin kansakoululla 2.6. (Keski~Uusimaa 25.5.1974); Tataarikult-
tuuri esittiytyi J-pddssd. (ibid. 4.6.1974, 2 ill.); Tataarikulttuurin
piivii vietettiin Jidrvenpidssid. (Tuusulanjdrven Vitkkouutiset 5.6.1974, 8
i11.); Ilkka Kortesniemi, Suomalainen puolikuu. (Yhteishyvd, helmikuu
1975); articles dealing with summer courses for Tatar children: Mdntsdlin
Seutu 13.6.1975 and 22.7.1977 ("Leiria turkiksi Onkimaalla", 4 ill.),
Uusimaa 12.6.1975, Kansan Uutiset 8.7.1979; Silja Lauha, Piirteit#d Suomen
muslimien seurakuntaelimisti. Helsinki 1963, 104 p. (typed master's thesis
in dogmatics, Univ. of Helsinki); Marja-Leena Marjamdki, Suomen tataari-—
musiikki. Kenttdtutkimus Jirvenpdin tataariyhteisdn musiikkikulttuurista.
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{11, SECTION: IRANISTIQUE, TURCOLOGIE,
ETUDES ARABES

" LES ETUDES ORIENTALES EN FINLANDE

Par M. Pentti Aalto, Helsinki.

 Par les conceptions du monde étrangéres aux Occidentaus, par la mul-
i ‘_,.iiié'_de langues, par Pancienneté de son histoire et de sa eivilisation et
ron moins par l'originalité des religions, I'Orient a toujours captivé la fan-
“taigie-humaine dans les pays d’Occident. Dans ces domaines différents, de
‘rombrenx problémes, maintes énigmes ont éveillé la curiosité humaine pour
“1s pousser aux recherches. Cette influence de 'Orient s'est fait sentir, de
- temps en temps, aussi en Finlande, bien qu’elle soit située si loin des grands
__pdrants culturels. Or, malgré les difficultés extérieures, les savants finlan-
- tlais sont arrivés, dans ce domaine, & des résultats qui constituent une contri-

ation non négligeable 4 la science internationale; car, comme I'a démontré
- d'une maniére si convaincante le professeur B. HROZNY & qui nous sommes
reux de pouvoir offrir cet hommage, les résultats, auxquels peut arriver la
7 3 ence, dépendent plus du génie individuel que des possibilités extérieures
-~ davorables.

Eh._l?‘inlande, depuis la fondation de I'Académie de Turku (en 1640),
angues sémitiques sont une branche d’enseignement & I'Université. A Yori-
¢e fut 4 la Faculté de Théologie et cet enseignement ne comprenait
* que I'hébreu et le syriaque; la chaire des langues orientales a la Fa-
de: Philosophie ne date que de 1811, Les titulaires de cette chaire 3
4 d’abord, et 4 Helsinki par la suite, apres le transfert de I'Université
13 capitale nouvelle du pays, consactaient tous leurs soins & I’hébreu.
‘i%}lts des 1826, le perse commencait 4 étre enseigné. Une suite fut
& ces études par le professeur G. GEITLIN dont la grammaire du
moderne, écrite en latin, Jui procurait une estime internationale.
A, WALLIN (1811—1852), éléve du précédent, fut le plus cé-
Parmi les orientalistes finlandais. Aprés avoir complété ses études 3 St.
3139?11“8:, M. WALLIN partit pour I'Egypte o il fit siennes non
0t la langue mais aussi les moeurs arabes jusqu’a pouvoir, entre
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Impact of Islam

2(. .20 s 2,1 January 4, 1975

onm Africa

; ;ﬁ “V_W‘ith Special Reference to}Nigeria‘

t

'[The writer of thié article, Dr. lim tule. In the year 732 A. D.,

Abdur Rahman 1. Doi, M.A.,
PhL.D., is & Miislim*~scholar in Ni-
geria. He is Professor in the De-

artment of Religious Studies at
Fhé University of Ile, Ife, Nigeria.
Courtesy : ““Ramadan Annual of
the Muslim Digest’’, Durban.]

"The two most important and
most popular religions in Africa
today are Islam and Christianity.
Islam in Africa is nearly ag old as
when it was established in Arabia
in the time of the Prophet of Is-
lam. There were among the eom-
panions of the Prophet men like
Bilal, an Abyssinian, who was held
in very high esteem. He was the
first Mu’adhdhim (one who give a
eall to the prayer) of Islam. The
Caliph of Islam like Omar, the
second Caliph, used to adddress
him as Sayyidi (My Lord) while
seeking his advice.

Islam fosters brotherhood of
all Muslims and that of mankind.,
Nobody is superior and therefore
nobody is inferior. The Quran and
the Prophetic Traditions (Hadith)
go as far as saying that youn should
obey your leader, whosoever he
may be, belonging to any race or
colour.

During the life time of the Ho-
ly Prophet, Bilal and other Mus-
lims were persecuted by the Qur-
aish. T he tyranny became un-
bearable and Muslims were advis-
ed to migrate to seek shelter in
some other place.

The first batch of Muslims who
migrated went to Abyssinia in the
year 615 A. D. and sought refuge
with Negus, a Christian King of
Abyssinja. This is how the first
shelter of early Muslims was in
Africa and their host, who stood
firm with them, was an African.
In spite of the appeal of the Qur-
aish delegation, who came to take

“them away, Negus did not give the

Musglims in the hands of their
enemies. Islam and the continent
of Africa are closely conneeted
from the time of the dawn of
Islam.

During the time of the second
Caliph Omar, Egypt and other
places in Africa came under' Mus-

‘i[‘ Dr. Abdur Rahman Doi |

‘which marked the first centennial
‘of the Holy Prophet’s death, Mus:

lims were ruling an empire exten-

ding from the Bay of Biscay to the
Indus and the confines of China
and from the Aral Sea to the lower
contracts of the Nile. With res-
pect to the Savannah peoples of
West Africa, Islam reached the re-
gion in the eighth century A. D.,
the date from which the written
history of West Africa begins.

Islam became firmly rooted in
Mediterranean Africa and the Bi-
Jad al-Sudan (Country of the
Black) which stretches from the
Atlantic shores in the West to the
Red Sea coast in the Fast. Ara-
bic, the language of the Quran,
became the lingua franca. Islamic
schools were established and all
social customs of the people were
moulded in an Islamic way.

Islam has, in all countries of
Mediterranean Africa and the Bi-
lad al-Sudan, including Nigeria,
proved an integrative force mak-
ing it possihle for the welding to-
gether of diverse tribes into a
homogenous state. For example,
Macina, the Sokoto Caliphate and
the Mahdi-ist state achieved this
end. The most important effect
was that it. developed a cosmopo-
litan attitude.

Muslims of different tribal gr-
oups and countries felt a sense of
brotherhood among themselves.
They developed uniformity of out-
look in social, educational and
cultural matters, Even the diffe-

rent languages had been influenc-

ed by Arabic, the
their religion.

language of

The sense of brotherhood inc.-
reases by the congregational pray-
ers of Muslims five times a day,
the larger congregations on Fri-
days and still larger on Eid festi-
vals culminating into the Jargest
commonwealth of Islam, when ali
the Muslims of different tribes and
races and speaking different langu-
ages an d representing different
cultures meet at Mecce on the oc-
casion of pilgrimege—the Haj.

(Continued In page 3)
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 Muslims in Finland

g’; B N % £3 .

- |This article is by Mr. Ali "Ha- |
kam A. Aziz, who recently. visited- j
Finland. Courtesy ;" Pakistan |
Times’”.]- = S st

While walking on the 'Ulder-:
man Street in Helsinki on a Fri-
day morping, a. golden .crescent .
(Hiial) on top of a beautiful and
tall building caught my attention.

The Hilal ‘attratted me and 1°
decided to find out what the buil-

- ding was about. While waiting for
the lift a Finnish young man also
joined me. He greeted me with an
Asalaam-o-aleykum and 1 recipro-
cated his greetings warmly.

When I entered the building I
was pleasently surprised to know
that it was a mosque—a fantastic
specimen of high class architec-
ture.

Since the Namaz-i-Juma was
still a few hours hence I engaged |

the young Finnish in conversation 1§
and he enlightened me about ls- o

lam in Finland.

There are about one thousand
Muslims in this Scandinavian
country. The young men told me
that Finland after many wars came §
under Russian suzerainty in the be-
ginning  of the 19th century and
thus omly a nominal border re.
mained between the two countries §
and communicaticn was easy and @
uninterrupted. The Szarist army §
had a number of Muslims who |
stayed on in Finland after the
wars and were later on joined by
their families. They becams a well
knit community and even got a
Mulla from Russia. However, al-
ter sometime they had to go back
and all that remains today of their
settlement are a few graves.

At this time, the grandfather
of the present Imam of the mosque,
late Hamidullah, lived in St. Pe-
tersburg (now Leningrad) as a
tradesman. Forced by events in
1868 he migrated to Finland and
settled down in Vipuri a town at
the Russian border and restarted
his business there. Having been
highly impressed by Finnish’ cul-
ture and honesty and finding his
trade lucrative he sent for his sons
from the Central Asian Republic
of Kazakistan. After the sudden

- disappearance of his sons, when
the co-villagers came to know that
Hamidullah had prospered in

{Continued In page 7)




FINIGUERRA

Ph. Hétier
Finistére : lle de Sein.

extréme habileté et un constant souci de recherche & l'utilisation
du hasard, L. Fini propose dans ses tableaux, ses illustrations,
ses décors et costumes un univers ambigu et sensuel, aux
nombreuses implications psychanalytiques. Plus que ses por-
traits, ses toiles symbolistes (Les Fileuses, 1954 ; La Gardienne du
phénix, 1954) ou cosmologiques (Les Devenants, 1958 ; Mémoire
géologique, 1959 ; La Terre rouge, 1961) sont caractéristiques d'une
démarche qui semble tendre au dévoilement d’'un univers inté-
rieur imprévisible et complexe par 1'intériorisation de recherches
picturales fort éclectiques.

FINIGUERRA (Maso ou Tommaso). ¢ Orfévre, graveur et dessi-
nateur italien (Florence, 1426-id., 1464). Peut-étre éleve de
Ghiberti et collaborateur de Pollaiolo, il a été considéré a tort
par Vasari comme l'inventeur de la gravure au burin sur métal.

Remarquable nielleur, il fut I'un des premiers graveurs italiens

Ph. Ostuni/Ricciarini

Finlande : Turku, vue générale.

La' Gr@mcﬁk Qoioe,r%,c.I/s.HCDgﬁWO/INi@?CP/:\Q,
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4 acquérir la célébrité, On lui attribue notamment un Couron-
nement de la Vierge (1459-1464). ‘

FINISTERE [29]. ¢ Dép. de I'O. de la France, 4 l'extrémité de la
Bretagne, région de Bretagne®. 7 029 km? — Orogr. Le dépar-
tement s'étend sur la péninsule armoricaine. Le bassin de
Chéteaulin au centre est drainé par I'Aulne ; il est encadré au N,
par les monts d'Arrée* (384 m) et au S. par les montagnes®
Noires (326 m). La mer pénétre profondément les terres : rade de
Brest*, baie de Douarnenez*, baie d'Audierne*. La région cétidre
du N. ou pays de Léon* est ouverte par des rias (les abers): la
région cétiere du S. (Cornouaille®) est plus basse et moing
dangereuse. A 1'0., la pointe du Raz*, la presqu'ile de Crozon*
sont des promontoires granitiques. Nombreuses iles : Batz®,
Ouessant®, Sein*, Glénan®.

¢ 52 cant., 283 comm., 828 364 hab. Préf, : Quimper*. Sous-préf. :
Brest* Chateaulin®, Morlaix*. Ch.-l. de cant.: Arzano (1 103 hab.),
Bannalec®, Briec®, Carhaix*-Plouguer, Chéteauneuf*-du-Faou,
Concarneau®, Crozon®, Daoulas* Douarnenez®, Faou* [Le],
Fouesnant”, Guipavas®, Huelgoat”, Landerneau®, Landivisiau®,
Lanmeur®, Lannilis*, Lesneven® Ouessant”, Plabennec®, Pley-
ben*, Plogastel*-Saint-Germain, Plouescat®*, Ploudalmézean®,
Ploudiry*, Plouigneau (3 337 hab.), Plouzévédé (1571 hab.), Pont®-
Aven, Pont*-Croix, Pont*-I'Abbé, Quimperlé* Rosporden*, Saint*-
Pol-de-Léon, Saint-Renan®, Saint-Thégonnec*, Scaér*, Sizun®,
Taulé (2 425 hab.). Autres comm. ou loc. : V. Aber-Wrach [,
Audierne, Batz (ile de), Beg-Meil, Bénodet, Brennilis, Gabellou
[Le], Gamaret-sur-Mer, Garantec, Gonquet [Le], Folgoét [Le],
Forét-Fouesnant [La], Glénan, Guilvinec, Lanvéoc, Locronan,
Loctudy, Morgat, Penmarch, Plogoff, Plougasnou, Plougastel-
Dagulas, Plouguernau, Plouhinec, Pont-de-Buis-lés-Quimerch,
Pouldu [Le], Primel-Trégastel, Relecq-Kerhuon [Le], Riec-sur-
Belon, Roscoff, Saint-Guénolé, Sein (ile de), Tréboul.

FINISTERRE (cap). ¢ Promontoire de 1'espagne septentrionale,
en Galice* (prov. de La Corogne), & l'extrémité N.-E. de la
péninsule Ibérique et surplombant 1'Atlantique. Les Romains
I'appelaient Promontorium Atrabum ou Nerium.

FINLANDE, n. f. (en finnois Suomi). ¢ Etat de I'Europe du N.,
limité & I'E. par I'U.R. S.S., au N. par la Norvége, au N.-O. par
la Suéde et baigné au S.-O. et au S. par la Baltique (golfes de
Botnie* et de Finlande). Elle comprend aussi les iles d’'Aland*.
337032 km?2. 4800000 hab. (1983) [Finlandais, dont env.
2500 Lapoms]. Cap. : Helsinki. V. princ. ;: V. Himeenlinna,

Imatra, Joensuu, Jyviéskyld, Karhula, Kemi, Kotka, Kuopie,
Lahti, Lappeenranta, Oulu, Pori, Rovaniemi, Tampere, Turku,
Vaasa. Langues off. : finnois (92,4 %), suédois (7,4 %). Rel. :

Ph. Hétier

Finlande : environs de Kuopio.
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Die orientalischen Studien in Finnland

Halbjahrhunderts der Universitat
1826—1875,
Van

Edv. Stenij.

Eine besondere Professur {iiy orientalische Sprachen wirde au
der Akademie zu Abo 1811 crrichtet. Vaorher woren diesc Spinches
susammen mit dem Griechischen ein und demselben Professor ane-

vertraut gewesen.® Der erste ordentliche Inbaber des ncven Lehr-
stuliles wurde Haws Hexnigx PATTENBGRG (1769—1844), der #

Amt am 2. Juli 1812 antrat. Nach der Verlegung der Universitat
nach Helsingfors blieb dieser in seinem Amie als Professcy der
orientalischen Sprachen. By war 1796 Dozent dieser B

warden; als Professor hielt er sich fast ausschliesslich an das
sche und lehrte nuy privatim die Elemente des Svrischen und Ava-
bischien,

(CARL GUsTAF SidsTEDT (1798—1834) war ein anderer Urienta-
list aug der Aboer Zeit. Er wwrde 1826 Dozent der orientilisthien
Sprachen. Er hatte zu dem Zwecke eine von Grindlichkelt zeugende
Abbandlung heraunsgegeben, die kritische Beitrdge zn Richardsons
persischem Lexikon enthielt: Dissertodio acodemica exnlic

24

Pentaieuchs Persici wn lexico Richardsoniang wel onessas vl
satis expostias. Sjostedt ist der Erste, der anl dem G2l

Persischien geforscht upd Unterricht an unserer Universitél eric
hat, und er blieb hier spiter anch nieht ohne Nachfolger, Aus cem

. . . . . § B - .e .
1 Vel 1. A Heikel, Filologins studium vid Abo unicersiiet (Ao uni-
versiteie lardomshistoria. & ), Helsingfors 1894,
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Finland

1 independent republic in nerthern Europe, Fin-
Aland (Finnish: Suomi; in full, Suomen Tasavalta,

or Republic of Fintand} was a part of Sweden from
the 12th century until 1809. It was a Russian grand duchy
until, following the Russian Revolution, the Finns de-
clared their independence on Dec. 6, 1317; independence
was formally recognized by the Soviet Union in a treaty
signed on Oct. 14, 1920.

Finland is bordered om the north by Norway, on the
northwest by Sweden, on the west by the Gulf of Bothnia,
on the south by the Gulf of Finland, and on the east
by the Soviet Union. Its area is 130,559 square miles
(338,145 square kilometres), of which the Aland Islands,
an archipelago at the entrance to the Gulf of Bothnia,
comprise 599 square miles. Finland's area was reduced
by about one-tenth during the 1940s, when it ceded to
the Soviet Union a large part of southeastern Karelia (an
autonomous region within the Russian S.F.S.R.) and the
Petsamo (Pechenga) area, which had provided a corridor
to the ice-free Arctic coast. About one-third of Finland
lies north of the Arctic Circle.

Finland 169

Although geographically remote, Finland has, since World
War II, steadily increased its trading and cultural relations
with other countries. Finland's international activities be-
came better known when the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe was held in Helsinki in 1975. Fin-
land has continued to have especially close ties with the
other Scandinavian countries, sharing a free labour mar-
ket and participating in various economic, cultural, and
scientific projects. Since 1955, Finland has sent represen-
tatives to the Nordic Council, which makes suggestions
to member countries on the coordination of policies. Un-
der a U.S.-Soviet agreement, Finland was admitted to
the United Nations in 1955. Finland is also 3 member
of several European economic organizations. Politically,
Finland is carefully neutral: although its 1948 treaty of
friendship and mutual assistance with the Soviet Union
requires Finland to repel any attack on the Soviet Union
through its own territory, Finland has no other military
obligations to the Soviet bioc.

This article is divided into the following sections:

Physical and human geography 169
The land 169
Relief
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Settlement patterns
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Physical and human geography

THE LAND

Relief. Finland is heavily forested and contains some
55,000 lakes, numerous rivers, and sxtensive areas of
marshland; viewed from the air, Finland looks like an
intricate blue and green jgsaw puzzle. Except in the north-
west, relief features do not varv greailv, and travelers on
the ground or on the water can rarely see beyond the trees
in their immediate vicinity. The landscape nevertheless
possesses a striking—if sometimes bleak—beauty.

Finland's underlying structure is a huge worn-down
shield composed of ancient rock, mainly granite, dating
from Precambrian time (4.600.000.000 to 570,000,000
Years ago). The land is low-lving in the southern part of
the country and higher in the centre and the northeast.
while the few mountainous regions ire in the extreme
northwest, adjacent to Finland's borders with Sweden and
Norway. In this area there are several high peaks, includ-

ing Mount Haltia, which, at 4,357 feet (1,328 metres), is
Finland's highest mountain.

The coastline of Finland, some 2,760 miles {4,600 kilo-
metres) in length, is extremely indented and dotted with
thousands of islands. The greatest number of these are
to be found in the southwest, in the Turun (Turku)
archipelago, which merges with the Aland Islands in the
west. The southern islands in the Gulf of Finland are
mainly of low elevation, while those lying along the south-
west coastline may rise to heights of more than 400 feet.

The relief of Finland was greatly affected by the lce Age.
The retreating continental glacier left the bedrock littered
with morainic deposits in formations of eskers, remark-
able winding ridges of stratified gravel and sand, running
northwest to southeast. One of the biggest formations is
the Salpausselki ridges, three parallel ridges running across
southern Finland in an arc pattern. The weight of the
glacters, sometimes miles thick, depressed the Earth's crust
by many hundreds of feet. As a consequence, areas that
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MUSLIMS
IN FINLAND

[By Mr. ZUHAR TAHIR

President of Islamic
Congregation of Finland]

When at the beginning of last
century Finland fell as an autono-
mous state under the rule of Russia,
- the first group of northern Turkish
merchants who wandered -about in
various parts of Russia came also to
Finland. A part of them settled
“down in Finland. An Islamic Asso-
ciation was founded in 1830 in Fin-
land, though it was oot officially re-
cognised by the Finnish authorities.

First after the First World War
and after Finland became indepen-
dent and declared religious liberty
. by some alterations in the Constitu-
tion, the Islamic Congregation was
refounded and this time officially.

“In the nineteenth century the
Turko-Muslim minority gradually
began to take shape. They are of
northern Turkish origin and still
speak their dialect. To-day they
number about 900. and they live
scattered in 15 towns and villages.
About 400 of them live in Helsinki
(the capital) and its surroundings.

Most of them are merchants dealing.

in furs and textiles. Among them
are doctors, lawyers and- engineers.
They cling to thelr religion and
nationality.

The democratic Constitution of

Finland and the mentality .of its -

people enables the Turko-Muslims
to protect and improve their own
culture. Good Trelationship exists
between the Finns and the Turko-
Muslim minority.

Having settled down and got the
Finnish citizznship, the Turko-Mus-
fims of Finland founded in [925
at Helsinki a colony in order to at-
tend to religious affairs and named
it the Islamic Congregation of Fin-
land. Another Congregation was
foundsd in Tampere in 1943, °

In 1928 the Islamic Congrega-
tion bought a flat ina building at
Helsinki. The bigsest room was
made a mosque. I[n 1941 a building

was purchased and in 1948 a wooden

house in the centre of Helsinki. A
mosque is under construction now.
Appeal for help was seat to leaders
of Islamic countries, The Govern-
ment of Pakistan has donated
£ 5,000 and it is expected that other
Muslim countries would follow.

(From a booklet *The Muslims
of Finland” by the Chairman of the
Islamic Congregation of Finland,
Mr. Zuhar Tahir.)

INDIA-PAKISTAN WAR
AND AFTER

Here are a few extracts from

. President Ayub Khan’s Address to

the Pakistan National Assembly on
Nov. 15 :

“On September 4, the UN issued
an appeal for peace. The Indian
response to this appeal from the

“world body was a treacherous attack

on Pakistan on the 6th of Septem-
ber in the Lahore area. It wasa
three-pronged thrust.  Anticipating
this, our forces had occupied for-
ward positions and within a matter
of hours, the massive Indian
advance was halted and repulsed.
Outnumbered 4 to 1, our gallant
forces, supported by our valiant Air
Force, delivered crushing blows on
the aggressor and pushed him back
to positions from where he was not
allowed to advance. ' Frustrated in

the Lahore sector, the Indian forces -

launched & another  offensive  to-
wards Sialkot. It was here that for

ten days and nights some of the-

grimmest battles were fought and it
was here that the Indian dream of
subjugating Pakistan was finally
shattered. In the meantime, our
forces launched a counter offensive
in the Khem Karan and Fazilka
sectors, and occupied sirategic posi-
tions in Indian tercitory. The Indian
Army then opened another front by
moving across our border in Rajas-
than and occupied a small post in
our territory. In response, our for-
ces struck back hard and captured
extensive arcas deep in Indian terri-
tory.

“When the cease-fire camé on the
23rd of September, the Indian for-
ces had little to show for all their
aggression. They had suffered heavy

casualties on the battlefield and their

war-machine had been mauled. They
were in occupation of an area of
430 sq. miles in different sectors as

against which they vielded over 1600

sq. miles to our forces.

“The Pakistan Air Force had
struck  vital air bases in India
causing heavy damage. Indian Air
Forcz suffered grievous losses and
surrendered the command of the air
to the Pakistan Air Force, who

- throughout the war exhibited great

qualities of  imagination, valour
and precision, The Pakistan Navy
maintained a constant vigil on the
seas and inflicted swift and telling
blows,

“To have brought
attack. on Pakistan to -~ a decisive
halt and to have icompelled her to
seek a cease-fire is an  achievement

6

the Indian

Palestine (led by the Grand Mouft
Al-haj Sayed Md. Amin Al- Husseini)
is carrying on its efforts for the
Palestine Cause, The Cemmittee'sf
delegation to the U.N. has again
condemned the partition plan for .
Palestine and -called for the appoint-
ment of a custodian to supervise
the collection of incomé ~from
the property of the Arabs in.
Palestine. ‘

A statement issued recently by
the Committee said that. Emile
Ghori, member of the delegation,:
addressed the Political Committee
of the UN and accused the ' United
States of continuing to arm Israel’
and helping it to produce an atom
bomb.

On Nov 4, Issa Nakhle; 2 mem- ;
ber of the delegatlon also addressed
the Political Committee, discussing .
the legal and constitutional aspects
of the Palestine case, emphasising
the rights of the Palestinians for

‘self-determination and  indepen-
dence.
DR. SAIFUDDIN PASSES
AWAY

Dr. Syedna Tahir Saifuddin, 77-
year old head of the Dawoodi
Bohra Community and Chancelor
of the Aligarh Muslim University,
died on Nov 12 at Matheran Hill
Station near Bombay. He has been

" succeeded by his eldest son Syedna

Mohammad Burhanuddin as leader
of the 500,000 members of the
Bohra Communi;y.

of which the people of Pakistan can
well be proud.

“It is not possible to forecast
what the Indian leaders will do next,
They have so far concealed the re-
sults from their own people and
they are keeping them in a state of
war hysteria.

“Appeals from various quarters
to Indian leaders for establishing a
peaceful atmosphere have evoked no

-tesponse so far ; just as the United

Nations appeals for peace have not
deterred them from the path of
aggression,

“I only hope that the results of
the recent war and its implications
which the Indian leaders must know
even if their people do not, would
deter them from pursuing a sterile
and dangérous course.

“In any event, we are prepared.

~ If they decide on yet another trial of

strength, they will, Insha-Allah,
again find the pcop}e of Pakistan
ready to face them.” .
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gest). The 75 surviving pieces of verse are not
classified according to the alphabetical order of the
rhymes. They are succinctly presented but more
extensively commentated upon. On the apocryphal
elements in them, see Barbier de Meynard, Un poéte
arabe, 17 ff. A further ms. of the Diwan, plus a frag-
ment, are now known, see Sezgin, GAS, ii, 529.
Bibliography: The Leiden ms. was the basis of
the 1875 Leiden edn. of M.J. De Goeje, Diwan
poetae Abu-"l-Walld  Moslim ibno-"l-Walid al-Angdri
cognomine Cario-"I-ghawdni. This diwdn was repro-
duced lithographically, without the introd., notes
and indices (which were in Latin), by Mirza ‘Al

Muh. al-Husayni, at Bombay in 1303/1885; in

1325/1907 there appeared at Cairo, with a

reclassification according to the alphabetical order

of rhymes, a reproduction of De Goeje’s Arabic
text, soon followed, again at Cairo, n.d., by a fur-
ther pirated edition. Finally, one may consider as
definitive the work of Sami Dahhin, who published
at Cairo in 1376/1957 a Sharh Diwan Sari® al-Ghawani
of 69 + 524 pp. This remarkable work, based on
the Leiden ms., includes a long introd. on the poet,
his work and the history of the Diwan, and then,
after the 75 pieces, 205 fragments drawn from vari-

Ous sources, the texts of notices devoted to the poet

by 45 mediaeval authors and seven indices

(including one of rhymes, lacking in De Goeje’s

edn.). Amongst the classical sources brought

together by Dahhan, the most extensive is that of
the K. al-Aghdani, ed. Beirut, 313-53. There are very
few modern studies. Apart from the histories of

Arabic literature, see the review of the De Goeje

edn. by Néldeke, in GGA for 9 June 1875, 705-15;

C. Barbier de Meynard, Un poéte arabe du II* sidcle de

[’hégire, in Actes du Xt Congrés des Orientalistes, Paris

1899, 1-21; A.F. Rifa5, Uy al-Ma’man, ii, Cairo

1927, 374-92; Sezgin, GAS, i, 528-9.

_ (I. KraTSCHKOWSKY*)

MUSLIMUN (a.), Muslims.

1. The old-established Muslim communities of
Eastern Europe

2. Migrant Muslims in Western Europe

3. Migrant Muslims in the Americas [see pjALIvA]
4. The so-called ‘‘Black Muslims”’

1. The old-established Muslim communities
of Eastern Europe. ‘

The Muslim communities of Europe as a whole
may be divided into two distinct groups: on the one
hand, the old communities, formed in the distant,
or very distant past, through the vicissitudes of
history, in a certain number of countries (Greece,
Bulgaria, Rumania, Albania, Yugoslavia, Hungary,
Poland and Finland); and on the other hand, the new
communities, established much more recently, in
the industrialised countries (France, Great Britain,
Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands, Sweden, etc.),
as a result of the uninterrupted flow of immigrants
arriving from the most diverse of origins (North
Africa, Black Africa, Fast Africa, Near and Middle
East, the Indian subcontinent,” Indonesia, South-East
Asia, etc.). The brief survey which follows deals
exclusively with the former group.

The long-established Muslim communities (those
of South-Eastern Europe, Poland and Finland; all of
them Sunnis’of the Hanalfl rite) are composed of a
relatively large number of ethnic groups, speaking a
dozen different languages and living under conditions
which vary according to the successive régimes of the
countries to which they belong. This account relates to
the current situation as its exists “‘on the ground”’,
first in northern Europe, then in the Balkan peninsula
and the adjacent countries.

gl Fiilonsfy s

A. The Muslim communities of northern Europe.

(1) Poland. The Muslim community of Poland
was constituted by the arrival and settlement, in the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania, of two groups of Tatars:
one comprising natives of the Khanate of the Golden
Horde and the Khanates situated on the Volga (arriv-
ing in the 14th and 15th centuries), and the others
comprising emigrants from the Crimea [see xirim]
(arriving especially in the [7th and 18th centuries).
Subsequently, these two groups were fused into a
single entity, living in harmony with the diverse
populations of the region, but conserving their
religious and cultural identity. It is generally reckoned
that, around 1930, these Muslims numbered approx-
imately 10,000. Decimated and dispersed during the
Second World War, this community was to lose a
large proportion of its members following the changes
to the eastern frontier of the country which favoured
the USSR. Currently, no more than some 2,200
Tatars remain in Poland (notably in the villages of
Bohoniki and Kruszyniany, also in Warsaw, Gdassk
and Bialystok). On the history and recent situation of
this community, see LEH; LIPKA; A. Popovic, La sttua-
tion actuelle, in L Islam en Europe a {époque moderne, Paris
1985, 99-104; G. Lederer and I. Takacs, Chez les
musulmans de Pologne, in La transmission du savoir dans le
monde musulman  périphérigue (C.N.R.S./E.H.E.S.S.,
Paris), Lettre d’information, no. 8, January 1988, 39-47,
which contains the list of principal publications on the
subject.

(2) Finland. The Muslim community of Finland
consists of about a thousand ‘‘Turko-Tatars’’, the
descendants of emigrants from the Idel Ural and
Volga regions, who seem to be perfectly integrated in
their new domicile. Some of them arrived in the coun-
try during the 19th century, and the majority after the
Soviet revolution of 1917. These Muslims live
dispersed among a dozen towns and villages, and
almost all are engaged in trading in furs, fabrics and
carpets. They would include a number of wealthy
individuals. Relatively little is known of the current
conditions of life of this tiny community, still less of
its potential role in the international scene. [t was
officially recognised in 1925, and its headquarters are
located in Helsinki, see Popovic, op. cit., 105, where
other references are to be found; and, in particular, a
valuable article by the best contemporary expert on
the subject, Harry Halen, Islaminuskoisista Suomessa, in
Eripainos, no. 5 (Helsinki 1984), 341-53, containing a
thorough bibliography.

B. The Muslim communites of South-Eastern Europe.

(1) Hungary. Two Muslim communities have
existed successively in Hungary. Both have subse-
quently disappeared in peculiar circumstances. The
history of the disappearance of the first Muslim com-
munity of the country is well-known. This had been
formed between 1526 and 1699 as a result of the
Ottoman conquest and occupation of some
Hungarian territory, but it had disappeared totally in
the aftermath of the reconquest at the end of the [7th
century, with the flight of Muslim populations, and
the massacre or summary conver§ion to Christianity
of the populations who remained. Subsequently,
especially from 1878 onward, the birth was witnessed
of a new Muslim community in the country, and this
for two reasons: on the one hand there was an influx
of a number of Muslims from Bosnia-Herzegovina (a
migration provoked by the military occupation of

-these two regions by Austria-Hungary in 1878, under
the terms of the Congress of Berlin, and later by their
annexation in 1908 by the Double Monarchy [see
BOSNA}); on the other hand there was an influx (as a
result of increasingly close ties with Turkey) of a
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Area
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Head of the State ;

. Capital

The following article is based
largely on a report prepared by M.
Zuhur Tahir, a leading figure among
‘the Finn Muslins. Mr, Zubur Tahir
was the Chairinan of the Istamic
Congregation of Finland and was also
a correspondent of the Motamar, It
grieves us to say that he is no onger
with us; may Allah shower His choi-
cest blessings on his soul.

CEd M. W.
General Bemarks ¢ .

O[T the eastern coast of Sweden,
across the Gulf of Bothnia, there lies
the land of crystal lakes, Finland,
measuring an area of 130,120 square
miles. [t may rightly be called a
land of lakes as it contains more
than 60,000 Iakes of various sizes.
The river Oulu, among other rivers,
flows through a large number of
lakes and is navigable, The lakes are
fringed with evergreen forests and
the grcen foliage, reflected on the
crystal surface of the lakes, presents
A spectacular scene.

Forests constitute  Finland's
most valuable natural wealth. They
cover about 359% of the total area
of thc country. Barges, laden with
lumber, traverse rivers and lakes
conveying their cargo to the coastal
citiecs whence it is exported to
foreign' countries. Lumber alone
accounts for about one third of the
total cxport value of the country.
Other exports include paper and
wood pulp.

The Finns are belicved to be a
people of  Mongolian  origin.
They arrived in Finland by the end of
the seventh century A.D. In 1157
they were conquered by the Swedish
King Eric IX. Their country was
conquered by the Russians in 1809,
When Russia’s control was weak-
ened as a conscquence of the March
Revolution of 1917, the Finns pro-
claimed their independence. During
the World War II the Finns were
forced to cede quite a large portion
of their country to Ru?@ja.

- The Finns have been able “to
develop their industry to a good
extent. Industrial products include
food, luxury items, machinery and

Mi}#fims in Finland |

Northern Europe

136,120 square miles

4,448,575 (Muslims about 1,500)
Urho Kekkonen {President)
Helsinki.

textiles.  Stock  raising s largely
practised. The country enjoys a
sound economy.

Muslim Society In Finland :

After the Russian conquest of
Finland in the carly part of the 19th
century a number of Turkish mer-
chants of Russian- nationality, who
formerly roamed about with their
merchandise in various parts of
Russia, came to Finland. 1In the
Finns they found a hospitable and
sympathetic people who seemed to
have many things in common with
them. Lured by the character of
both the land and its inhabitants a
large number of the Turkish mer-
chants chose it for their permanent
settlement.  The present  Musilm
population of Finland mainly
consists of their descendents. They
have been loyal to their couniry and
fought, alongside their fellow coun-
trymen, in World War II and a
good many of them laid down their
lives for the sake of their homeland.

The Muslim Finns have preser-
ved their Turkish language and
culture to this day which is a strong
proof of their determination and
also  of the toleration of their
fellow country-men. They constitute
a very small religious minority in
the country and are cstimated at
about 1,500.

Under the democratic constitution
of Finland the Muslims have been
granted the liberty to protect and
improve their own culture. There
are a number of Muslim organisa-
tions in Finland which work for the
welfarc and progress of the Mustim
community., Among these the Isla-
mic Congregation of Finland is
probably the oldest and certainly
the most influential. It was founded
in 1925 originally to attend to religi-
ous affairs and was officially
recognised. It later extended ifs
activities also to cultural affairs,
The Congregation has arranged
courses in religion for school going
children; it arranges cultural parties
and programmes in which Muslims
from all parts of Finland partici-
pate, providing thus an opportunity
for the Muslims to have closer

contacts with their brothers in faith, -

7
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It also gives its full support to
sporting clubs and other cultural
organisations, In 1953 the govern-
ment of Pakistan had granted a

- donation of £5000 sterling to the con-

gregation for the construction of ijts

Congrepation House. The Islamic

congregation has its office in Hel-

sinki, the capital. It is an imposing

structure Qftktone, a part of which
ed td Eonduct ‘Salat’.

Other Muslim organisations in-
clude the ‘I...mic Congregation of
Tampere’ founded in 1943, and the
‘Turkish Asdociation of Finland’,
founded in 1953..-

The Finn Muslims are an active
community. They love their religion
and culture. Most of them are
merchants but among them there
are also doctors, lawyers and eng-
ineers. They are well organised and
economically . sound. Not a single
beggar can be found among them,
A majority of the Finn Mouslims
live in Helsinki and its suburbs
where they have established an
elementary school for their children,
In this school both Finnish and
Turkish languages are used as
mediums of instruction. After com-
pleting their course in this school,
they get admission in the govern-
ment schools for further education.

ISRAEIL, TO SPEND A BILLION
FOR WATER DESALTING

U. 8.—Israeli  cooperation jn
desalting wate¥inuclear methods
for agricultﬁ@ ke

in Israsl g
expected to "B0st estimated 1.000,-
000,000 dgllar: according to an
article in ROSE EL YOUSSEF,
important Calret¥ weekly. This is
the amoun' actually offered jn the
discussions betweea President Lyn-
don Johnsow and Premier Levi
Eshkol, the weekly said. It added
that an agreement, in principle, on
the amount had been arrived at,
but that expenditures in this con.
nection might exceed the estimates
by 300,000,000 dollars once work
on the project has begun, because
the study calls for building a huge
atomic reactor capable of ensuring
an adequate supply of water for
irrigation purposes.



THE IRAQI EXPERIENCE

“A memorable
addition to the
literature of

modern war.”

— Publishers Weekly

ISBN 0-06-058810-5 « hardcover
$25.95 ($39.95 Can.) * 304 pages

A Pulitzer Prize-winning Newsday journalist, who
survived the horrors of Iraqi prison, gives illuminating -
insights into the Iragi people’s suffering and explores
what Iraq’s new found freedom will mean for its

citizens—and for the world.

— HarperCoﬂinsPublisbers

www.harperacademic.com

Middle Eastern Studies in. Finland

Jaakko Himeen-Anttila
University of Helsinki

The tradition of Middle Eastern studies in Finland is long but rather thin. The
chair for Oriental Languages (mainly Hebrew and Aramaic) was established at
Turku University in 1640, changing its name (Linguarum Orientalium Professio)
several times over the years before becoming Semitic Languages. After the great
fire destroyed almost the whole city of Turku, the university was relocated to
Helsinki in 1828. In the mid-19" century, the chair was held by G.A. Wallin (d.
1852), an explorer of the Arabian Peninsula (and a visitor to the holy city of
Mecca) and one of the first scholars, worldwide, to study Arabic dialects. In the
latter part of the 19" century, Assyriology became the most flourishing field of
Middle Fastern Studies in Finland, several great Assyriologists, such as Knut
Tallqvist (d. 1949), holding the chair of Oriental Languages. Though
concentrating on Assyriology, Assyriologists also kept alive Arabic philological
studies, which gained additional weight in the 1960s when the Assyriologist and
Comparative Semitist Jussi Aro (d. 1983) was appointed as professor. He
retrained himself as a dialectologist, working with Lebanese dialects. It was only
in 1980 that a chair for Arabic Language was established and another
dialectologist, Heikki Palva, was appointed to it in 1982. After the retirement of
Professor Palva in 1998, the chair was renamed Arabic and Islamic Studies. The
chair, at the Institute for Asian and African Studies (IAAS, University of
Helsinki), has been held by the present writer, Jaakko Himeen-Anttila, since
2000.

Traditionally, Middle Eastern studies in Finland have been mainly
philological, centering on Assyriology, Comparative Semitistics, Medieval
Arabic texts and modern Arabic dialects. It is perhaps the philological orientation
of many Finnish scholars that has linked Finnish scholarship more to German
than to, e.g., American scholarship. In addition, there have been some
anthropologists, even of international fame such as Edvard Westermarck (d.
1939), who have studied the Middle East but their chairs have not been
specifically Middle Eastern and they have not been able to initiate a strong
tradition of Middle Eastern Anthropology. Only in recent years have the
anthropological interest been rekindled in Helsinki as seen in two recent
dissertations (Marko Juntunen, IAAS 2002; Susanne Dahlgren, Anthropology,
forthcoming 2004). Presently, the only chairs for Middle Eastern studies are
situated at the JAAS, which holds chairs for Semitic Languages and Arabic and
Islamic Studies, in addition to chairs for African, Chinese and Japanese studies, as

41-24 %




TARIH BOYUNCA

TURK-FIN TLISKILERI

Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakh
islam Aragtirmalan Merkezi
Kiitiiphanecst

ISTANBUL — 1971




) SLAM

Britain

and Windus, 1990). An exploration of the relationship between Muslims
and the British state is found in Steven Vertovec, ‘Muslims, the State, and
the Public Sphere in Britain’, in Muslim Communities in the New Europe,
eds. Gerd Nonneman, Tim Niblock and Bogdan Szajkowski (Reading:
Ithaca, 1996). A similar area is covered at local government level by Jergen
Nielsen, ‘Muslims in Britain and Local Authority Responses’, pp. 53-77 in
The New Islamic Presence in Western Europe, eds. Tomas Gerholm and
Yngve Georg Lithman (London: Mansell, 1988).

The history of the various subcontinent Islamic movements at work in
Britain and an exploration of their possible impact on the development of
the community can be found in Ron Geaves, Sectarian Influences within
Islam in Britain (Leeds: University of Leeds, 1996). An excellent history of

the early Yemeni communities is explored in Fred Halliday, Arabs in Exile:

Yemeni Migrants in Urban Britain (London: LB. Tauris, 1992). The
incidence, motivations and impact of conversion to Islam in Britain is
explored in Ali Kése, Conversion to Islam: A Study of Native British
Converts (London: Kegan Paul, 1996). The importance of Sufism in the
development of the Muslim community is explored in a forthcoming book
by Ron Geaves, Sufis in Britain (Cardiff: Cardiff Academic Press, 1999).
Finally, a statistical analysis of the Muslim populations can be found in
Muhammad Anwar, Muslims in Britain: 1991 Census and Other Statistical
Sources (Birmingham, 1993).
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Chapter Seventeen

The Nordic Countries

Ingvar Svanberg

The Nordic countries are, according to sociologist David Martin’s research,
among the most secularised in the world. Only a very small minority of the
population are regular churchgoers. Apart from participation in religious
activities, secularisation may also be defined by the role that religion is
allowed to play in society. The majority regard religion as a personal matter
of conscience that does not have any major social dimensions or
implications. There is certainly a prevailing Lutheran tradition that still
permeates the Nordic societies, but the concepts of being Swedish,
Norwegian, Finnish or Danish are more closely associated with democracy,
modernity and other non-religious concepts.

Since World War II Sweden, Denmark and Norway in particular have
experienced a religious revival in at least two different ways. Parallel with a
steadily decreasing religiosity in the traditional sense, new religions have
entered the scene. The more marginal variety has been the interest among
young people in various so-called sects, sometimes originating in the United
States, sometimes in India and other Asian countries. Satanism, Veganism
and Neo-Paganism are new elements on the religious scene. Of particular
importance is the spread of New Age ideas and practices. However, an
apparently more substantial change on the Swedish, Norwegian and Danish
religious maps has come with immigration from other countries and

. cultural spheres.

As a result of this influx, well-established religious congregations such as
the Roman Catholic Church and the Mosaic congregations have
experienced an important revival and a substantial increase in the number
of active members. Other churches and religions have been established for
the first time as a result of adherents moving to Scandinavia. Today there
are congregations of various Oriental churches and Muslims, Buddhists,
Hindus and Sikhs exercise their religion within Nordic societies. These
congregations thus exist in environments where religion essentially is a part
of the private sphere. Religious practice has become individualised and its
symbolic values have become transformed. 7

In Finland the presence of Islam goes back to the nineteenth century - the
first Muslims came with the Russian army — while organised Islamic
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LEARNED SOGIETIES and
RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS

Islam Cemaati Reisi Suomen Isiam
Sevrakunta
Fredrikinkatu 33-B., Helsinki 00120

LIBRARIES and ARCHIVES

Helsinki City Library, Acquisitions Dept.

Rautatieldisenkatu 8, 00520 Helsinki

Valtionarkisto (National Archives)
P.O.Box 258, Helsinki 17, SF-00171

The Donner Iinstitute for Research in
Religious and Cultural History

The Steiner Memorial Library
Gezeliusg 2, P.O.Box 70, Abo, SF- 20501

* Universitaetsbibliothek
(Helsinki University Library)
P.0.Box 312 Unionin Katu 36
Helsinki 17, 00171

University of Helsinki

Faculty of Philosophy and Arts
Dept. of Orientai Literature, Library
Hallituskatu 8, Helsinki 17, 00100

MUSEUMS

Suomen Kansallismuseo
(National Museum of Finland)
Mannerheimintie 34, Helsinki 10, 00100

UNIVERSITIES and EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS

°Abo Akademi

{Finnish University of Abo)
Faculty of Humanities

Dept. of the Histo? of Religions
Domkyrkotorget 3, Abo 50, 20500

Helsingfors Universitet

(University of Helsinki)

Dept. of Asian and African Studies
Helsinki 10, SF-00100
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Helsingin Yiiopisto

Helsingfors Universitet

{University of Helsinki), Facuity of Arts,
Dept. of Arabic i.anguage

Hallituskatu 8, Helsinki 060100

Helsingin Ylopisto

Helsingfors Universitet
(University of Heisinki)

Faculty of Theology

Dept. of the Study of Religions
Hallituskatu 8, Helsinki 00100
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