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THE PEOPLE OF AL-AYYAM AND THEIR ROLES
DURING THE EARLY ARAB CONQUEST OF IRAQ

Mahayudin Hj. Yahaya

National University of Malaysia, Bangi

- | Introduction .

| This paper aimed at introducing the people of al-Ayyim and their roles during the
| Arab conquest of Iraq in the mid-seventh century A.D. The situation in Iraq follow-
ing the Arab conquest was dominated by the people of al-Ayyam who considered the
conquered land in Iraq their own property, and were very sensitive to any change in
the system,

. To begin with, who were the people of al-Ayyam? The answer to the questlon
must necessarily be sought in the early history of the Arab conquest of Iraq, in
which this group was involved.

The conquest of Iraq and the emergence of abl al-Ayyam

The Arab conquest of Iraq began in 12/633, just after the ridda-War in 11/632,
in which Halid b. al-Walid of Mahziim, one of the most powerful clans of Qurays,
became eminent among the Arab army commanders. Being a great and influential
| leader, Halid fought the apostates with minimum instructions from the Caliph Abi
| Bakr. In this famous war Halid succeeded in defeating ridda tribesmen of Asad, Tayy,
Gatafan, Fazira and Tamim, most of whom were nomadssfat-Tabari, Tarih I, 1871,
1893, 1896, 1902, 1908, 1921, 1922-3, 1980; Shaban 1971: ’24) The last and crucial
campaign was against the settlement of the most powerful Central Arabian tribe of
Hanifa at al-Yamama under the leadership of the false prophet, Musaylima, one of
the most powerful ridda tribesmen and a crucial challange to Halid’s leadership'.
This tribe had never been a party to the Madinan alliance and had its own so-called
false prophet, Musaylima, whose aim was to establish his own power in the area
centred in the populated and well cultivated area of al-Yamama whose main market
| had been Makka until the latter was brought under Prophet Muhammad’s control2.
| Under the leadership of Musaylima, the forces, reported to amount to 40,000 men,
1 tried but failed to control the nomads in the surrounding territories, who obeyed
| only their leader’s or so-called false prophets, two of whom were Tulayha b. Huway-
lid of Asad and Sagah of Tamim. Tulayha was supported mainly by the clans of

t at-Tabari, ibid. 1930, 1946, 1962; where the tribesmen of Hanifa are called ab! al-qura.

2 at-Tabari, thid. 1930, 1946, 1962; Ibn Hazm, Gambara 309; Watt 1956: 135-36; Shaban 1971: 20; Ein-
kelman 1967: 17-25, see particularly: 41, 47, 52.
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40 ‘ #r EARLY MUSLIM HISTORIOGRAPHY

equally overrate the value of these narratives if we accord
them the status of dependable ‘historical material’ with all
implications of the term, since the legendary element has
always dominated them. Those responsible for making out
-these narratives had no historical consciousness whatsoever,
nor did they compose them with the purpose and intenﬁon
of preserving historical knowledge. Moreover these tales
are generally one-sided; until and unless we have before us
the narratives of both fighting tribes, it would not be possible
1o judge the extent of their trustworthiness in recording the
details of a war ‘and the actual role of those whom they
‘adore as heroes. Further, they do not record any chronology
‘and we cannot know with their help the exact  or nearabout
timing . of the battles they describe. But, in spite of such
lacunae, . we can certainly obtain from this material much
useful information, and their importance as a basic source
of the pre-Islamic history of the Arabs cannot be denied.

Ayydm stories were also valued as social entertainment.
They were considered as the collective property of the whole
tribe. At first, these narratives were transmitted by the
members of the tribe they described, but afterwards, pro-
fessional Rawis (narrators of tribal tales) emerged, and it was

- during the Umayyad period that these tribal tales were com-
mitted to writing to -be later on exploited by the historio-
graphers and philologists.

Scholars of the first century A.H. have, without any
reservations, utilized the ayyam-tales for historical purposes.
We find in early traditions names of many persons who were
regarded as scholars of ayyam, ansab (genealogy)' and
akhbar of the Jahiliyya period. It is a sufficient proof to

believe that during the century immediately preceding Islam,
knowledge of ayyam was a specialized field of study so much
so that maghdzi and ayydm became the two branches .of
history. Haji Khalifa! remarks that ‘knowledge of the battle-
days of the Arab should be taken as a branch out of many
branches of history’. According to him, Abi ‘Ubaida had

1. HA&ji Khalifa : Kashfal zuniin pt, T p. 204.
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compiled two books containing the ayydm tales. A small
treatise on the subject had 75 narratives while the larger one
consisted of about 1200 ayyam-tales. Both the works have
been lost'and we have “only such narratives as are found
passim in the books of “literature and history like the Kitab
al-Aghani, al-Naqa'id, al-‘Iqd al-Farid, Mu‘jam al-Buldin,
and Mu‘jam mu’ sta’jam etc.

Style of the Ayyam Tales :

The diction and the style of the ayyam-narratives are

© quite lively, effective and self-explanatory. . The warp and
woof of these narratives is constituted of poetical composi-

tions with added notes in prose complementing each other.
The central theme of ayydm stories is an episode or incident
or description of a certain war. The most significant and
memorable incident also served the purpose of chronological
demarcation. These ayydm-tales are characteristically Arabic
having no signs of their being influenced by any external
cultural. traditions. The literature of jahiliyya period is
essentially folk-literature in its style and characteristics, and
it resembles a historical version also.
Impact of Ayyam Tales on Futdh : kS

The institution of the ayyam narratxves had a deep
impact on the Arab tribal society which remained alive and
intact till much after the advent of Islam. The maghaz:
narratives clearly indicate the influence of the ayyam: firstly,
in the use of poetry secondly, in their hyperbolic style and
lastly, in the presentation of minute details of war. Although
this style helped crystallize the background of the Islamic
traditions, yet the maghdzi narratives distinctly differ
from those of the ayydm in respect of the following charac-

“teristics :

(a) Transmxtters of the maghazi were the Companions
of the Prophet, and the biographical accounts of the most of
them are available to us while the transmitters of the ayyam
tales are nonentities. - ‘

(b) The maghazi narratives present a chronological
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‘ A PROPOS DE LA GUERRE
DANS LA LITTERATURE ARABE CLASSIQUE
‘ par André Miquel
Collége de France, Paris

A qui veut étudier la guerre dans la littérature arabe classique,
trois faits sautent aux yeux : 'ampleur du corpus possible, son
inégale répartition entre les champs qui composent la polémo-
logie, enfin la pénurie des travaux effectués en ce domaine :
pénurie relative, au moins, en regard de I'importance du trésor
a dépouiller.

Il y aurait lieu, d’abord, de se demander quelle guerre on
étudie. Car il y en a trois. Les historiens, les récits de conquétes,
les Ayydm al-‘Arab, les épopées, les Mille et une Nuits méme,
nous présentent la guerre en acte, moins dans ses moyens ou les
détails de son jeu que dans son déroulement d’ensemble et,
surtout, dans ses effets. Le reste, c’est-a-dire les techniques de la
guerre, ne nous est donné qu’occasionnellement, en passant, de
surcroit. Sans doute la moisson serait-elle, une fois récoltée et
recomposée, abondante : elle demande, en tout cas, un effort
considérablel. '

Un second aspect de la guerre est celui du droit. On évoque
ainsi, & travers la théorie du phénoméne, de sa démarche et de
ses buts, toute la littérature qui pose, d'une fagon ou d’une autre,
le probléme de la guerre au regard de I'Islam. L’étude porte ici
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370 Boesprechungen

8. 140, —16 lies: Syrra, WiLrrep CantwrrLL. Besonders bei hdufigen
Namen wie Smith ist der erste Vorname von groBer Wichtiglkeit.
Georg Krotkoff (Baltimore)

Grand’Henry, Jacques: Le parler arabe de Cherchell (Algérie). Publi-
cations de 1'Institut Orientaliste de Louvain, 5. Louvain-la-Neuve
1972, XXX—226p., 1 carte. Fr. 600,—

Mit dem vorliegenden Buch bereichert sich die Bibliothok der arabi-
schen Dialektologie in begriiBenswerter Weise. Riickblickend mufl man es
wohl erstaunlich finden, daB trotz der langen franzésischen Besotzung
Algeriens gerade die Dialekte der zentralen Kiistenregion vernachléssigt
worden waren, wihrend sowohl der westliche Dialekt von Tlemcen durch
W. Margars als auch der 8stliche Dialekt von Djidjelli durch Pa. MaRgAIs
ihre beispielhafte Bearbeitung gefunden hatten.

Das besondere Interesse des Dialekts von Cherchell liegt darin, dafB
diese alte Hafenstadt (im Altertum Iol, spiiter Caesarea) gegen das Landes-
innere durch eine von Berbern besiedelte Hiigelkette abgeriegelt ist und
dsher _nicht in dem MaBe dem EinfluB beduinischer Dialekte ausgesetzt
war wie die anderen Stidte. Ferner fing Cherchell einen Teil der arabischen
Riickwanderer aus Andalusien nach der Reconquista auf, was anscheinend
auch seinen Niederschlag im Stadtdialekt gefunden hat.

Die Arbeit beschrinkt sich auf eine systematische Darstellung der
Phonetik und Morphologie (die Syntax wurde wegen ungeniigender Vor-
arbeiten noch nicht behandelt), wobei reichliches Vergleichsmaterial aus
anderen Dialekten herangezogen wird. Auch diachronische Hinweise und
Vergleiche mit der klassischen Sprache fehlen nicht. Mir ihrer Sorgfalt und
Ausgewogenheit folgt die Arbeit der besten franzdsischen Tradition, die mit
den Namen J. CANTINGAUT, M, Comer, H. Frrisc, PH. und W, MARgAts ver-
bunden ist. Sie ist unabhiingig von linguistischen Modestrémungen und
bildet somit eine solide Informationsbasis. Dariiber hinaus liefert sie auch
die Ansiitze fiir eine vergleichende Auswertung. Insbesondere sei auf die
theoretisch wichtigen Abschnitte ,La syllabe* und ,,Phonétique combina-
toire* hingewiesen. Ein Index aller Dialektworter und ein ausfiithrliches
Inhaltsverzeichnis erschliefen das Buch dem Bentitzer.

Auf den Seiten 172—195 ist eine Auswahl von Texten in arabischer
Schrift, phonetischer Transkription und franzésischer Ubersetzung ange-
fithrt. Leider geht nirgends hervor, wie die Texte gewonnen, d.h. ob sie
zuerst von Einheimischen niedergeschrieben und dann transkribiert, ob sie
diktiert oder auf Tonband aufgenommen wurden. Die Themen der Texte
gind der Marabout Sidi Braham, Hochzeitsbréuche in Cherchell und einige
Anekdoten.

Da der Verfasser sich mehrere Jahre in Algerien aufgehalten iind ein
gehr reichhaltiges Material gesammelt hat, von dem er hier nur eine Auswahl
vorlegon konnte, diirfen wir auf weitere Publikationen hoffen.

Georg Krotkoff (Baltimore)

Bosprechungen 371

Meyor, Egbert: Der historische Gehalt der Aiyam al-‘Arab. Schriften der

Max Freiherr von Oppenheim-Stiftung, Heft 7. Otto Harrassowitz,
Wiesbaden 1970. 80, 132 S.

Diese von WERNER CASKEL angeregte Dissertation groeift ein Thema auf,
mit dem er selbst 40 Jahre frither seinen Ruf in der Orientalistik begriindet
hatte. Sie bildet durch die Verarbeitung des von ihm erschlossenen und
z.T. zur Verfiigung gestellten Materials sowohl den posthumen AbschluB
cines der Erforschung des alten Arabiens und seiner Bewohner gewidmeton
Gelohrtenlebens als auch den Beginn einer neuen orientalistischen Karriere
seitens eines seiner Schiiler.

Die Arbeit befaBt sich mit einer Gruppe von Aiyam-Erzéhlungen, dic in
fritheren Bearbeitungen (Wellhausen, Braunlich) nicht beriicksichtigt worden
waren. Die philologische Kleinarbeit ist vorbildlich. Wo nur irgend méglich,
werden Personen und Ereignisse zueinander in Bezishung gebracht, wofiir
jede greifbare Quelle ausgeniitzt wird. Es ist klar, dafl die von CaskrnL
erschlossene genealogische Literatur eine wichtige Voraussotzung fiir diese
Arbeit bietet.

Natiirlich wire es falsch, zu viel aus diesem Material zu erwarten. Neue
Aufschliisse iiber den Ablauf der politischen Geschichte Arabiens entbilt
¢s nicht. So detailliert die Beschreibung mancher Raubziige, Totschlidge und
Raufereien auch sein mégen, ihre Darstellung ist Selbstzweck und in sich
geschlossen. Sie sind willkomnmenes Tllustrationsmaterial zur Geschichte,
aber keine wirklich brauchbaren historischen Dokumente in dem Sinn, daf
sich Anhaltpunkte fiir eine Chronologie oder Koordinierung innerarabischer
und auBerarabischer Ereignisse darin finden lieBen. Angesichts dieser a priori
gegobenen Beschrinkung hat der Verfasser seine miihevolle Aufgabe mit
Frfolg zu Ende gofithrt und aus dem Vorhandenen herausgeholt, was heraus-
zuholen war.

An philologischen Hilfsmitteln bietet uns das Buch eine alphabetische
Aiyfim-Liste (77 Nummern) auf Grund der Nagd'id und des ‘Igd mit kurzen
Inhaltsangaben, sowie -Register von geographischen Namen und Personen-
namen. Als Anhang ist die deutsche Ubersetzung des yaum ar-Ragam aus
den Mufaddaliydt beigegeben. Georg Krotkoff (Baltimore)

De Maussion De Faviéres, J.-Ghislain: Damas, Bagdad. Capitales
et terres des Califes. Dar el-Machreq, Beyrouth 1971, 40, X - 180 S.

Historische Betrachtungen in gehobenem literarischen Stil, leicht hin-
geworfen, doch mit sicherer Hand, vermischt mit Zitaten aus Historikern
und den Reiseberichten westlicher und éstlicher Reisenden der vergangenen
Jehrhunderte, eingestreute Ubersetzungen arabischer Dichtung, — solcher
Art sind die Texte, die den heiden Gruppen von Illustrationen vorangehen.

Die Hauptsache an diesermn Buch sind natiirlich die Bildteile, die far
Damaskus 60, fiir Bagdad 57 Abbildungen enthalten. Die meisten sind
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On Fiction and Adab in Medieval Arabic Literature
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—“The Origin of the Anwd in the Arab Tradition”, in Studia Islamica 74 (1991),
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C. Wendell, “Baghdad: Imago Mundi and Other Foundation Lore”, in IJMES 2 (1971),
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(1998), 88-101.

W. Wright, A Grammar of the Arabic Language (Beirut: Librairie du Liban, 1974).

Mohsen Zakeri, “‘All ibn ‘Ubaida ar-Raihani. A Forgotten Belle-lettrist (Adib) and
Pahlavi Translator”, in Oriens 34 (1994), 76-102.
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110-240.
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8. Al-Harith ibn Zalim and the Trope of Baghy
in the Ayydm al-‘Arab

Walter Oller
(Brown University)

§.1. Introduction

Like a thaw, the textual fluidity of an oral tradition freezes and is recorded in a
solid state at times, and where the liquid has coalesced we can examine it to find
the telling fissures and bubbles of its dynamic. Here the subject is an antihero, a
moustache-twirling villain who bragged of his dastardy: al-Harith b. Zalim.
Al-Harith committed various killings, including those of children, in ways which
violated pre-Islamic mores, made him a fugitive, and involved those who gave
him sanctuary in disastrous wars.

Two signal circumstances determine how he is memorialized in narrative. He
was a poet; and he was involved in the events of the Ayydin al-"Arab.

The term Ayydm al-"Arab (literally, “[battle] days of the Arabs”) refers equally
to intertribal conflicts and the quasi-historical narratives which relate them.
These conflicts range from individual quarrels or muggings, through acts of
revenge and mutual camel raiding between tribes, to warfare among vast confed-
erations of tribal groups. These are recounted in prose narratives, frequently
adorned with relevant excerpts of poetry.! The student of Arabic literature hears
of these narratives, yet on looking finds they are scattered among various sources,
none of which is specifically devoted to the pre-Islamic battles. Yet the disparate
sources explicitly derive most of their material from one fountainhead. This is
Abu ‘Ubayda Ma‘mar b. Muthanni (ca. 728-825), an ‘Abbasid polymath.

This attribution wears some warts. Abu ‘Ubayda is frequently named as
the author of two books of Ayydm, a greater and a lesser.? If they ever existed,

1 Cf. Franz Rosenthal, A History of Muslim Historiography (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1968),
19-21, on the antiguity of this genre; and Louise E. Sweet, “Camel Raiding of North
Arabian Bedouin: A Mechanism of Ecological Adaptation,” American Anthropologist
67 (1965), 11321150, and Alois Musil, The Manners and Customs of the Rwala
Bedouwin {New York: American Geographical Society, 1928), 283 ff., on the continuity
of ayydm and ayyamic narrative into modern times.

2 This claim is in Ibn Khallikin, not (as Werkmeister and some others have said) in

al-Nadim’s Fibrist.
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ES{VYAMU;WARAB (ARAP SAVASLARI) BAGLAMINDA
7UKAR SAVASI VE SIIRLERI UZERINE
BIR INCELEME

Kadri YILDIRIM®

OZET

Eyyamu'l-Arab, Arap kabilelerinin kendi aralarinda veya komsu kralliklaria
yaptiklari savaglarin genel addir. Bu savaglar can ve mal kaybi agisindan Araplar
icin bir yrkim olmussa da, edebi agidan dillerinin gelismesine katki saglamig ve bir-
cok siir tliriiniin sekillenmesinde rol oynamistir. Bu savaglarda sairler de kendi kabi-
lelerinin yaninda yer almig ve adim adim takip ettikleri bu savaglarin her agamasin-
da meydana gelen ofaylan giirlerine yansitmiglardir. Bu giirler ait olduklar dénemin
tarihsel, sosyal, kiiitiirel ve edebi yonlerine isik tutan dnemli vesikalardir. iste, bu
calismanizda Bekr kabilesi ve mittefikleri ile Farslar arasinda meydana gelen ve
Eyyamu'l-Arab igerisinde Snemli bir yeri olan “Zokér Savas’m bu baglamda ele al-
maya calisacadiz.
Anahtar kelimeler: Eyyamuil-Arab, siir, Z(kar, kabile, Arap, Fars

A STUDY OF ZOQAR WAR AND THE POEMS CITED ABOUT IN RELATION
WITH AYYAM AL-ARAB (THE ANCIENT ARAB WARS)

Ayyam al-Arab is a general word used for the wars both between the Arab
tribes themselves and between them and the neighboring kingdoms. Dough very
destructive, causing killing in great numbers and huge losses of property, these
wars served the language to grow up and many kind of poetry to improve. Poets
also were joining the wars standing with their tribes and watching the war step by
step and describing all the sceneries and events occurred during the war. The po-
etry of this kind is important documents {o illuminate the historical, social, cultural
and literary aspects of the time. In the paper, 1 studied Zligar war in this aspect.
Because Z(gar war which was between the allied forces under Bakr tribe and Per-
sian, is of great importance in Ayyam al-Arab.

Keywords: Ayyam al-Arab, poetry, Z(gar, tribe, Arab, Persian.

GIRIS

Araplann kendi aralannda veya komgu kralliklarla yaptiklar savaglarin ge-
nel adi olan “Eyydmu’l-Arab”a iliskin bilgi veren yazarlardan Mahmd Sukst el-

* Dog. Dr., Dicle Universitesi Ilahiyat Fakiiltesi. e-mail: kyildirim21@yahoo.com



ayyam al-‘Arab, narratives of pre-Islamic
tribal fighting and raids in Arabia (6th-7th
centuries AD) handed down orally and
written up by Arab philologists and hist-
orians in the first centuries of the Hijra.
These books have survived only in later
literary anthologies and historical works,
Some of the narratives are fairly true to
historical fact; in others, especially the
longer epic cycles; historical reality is lost.
Many of the popular ayydm became the
basis or a part of the heroic Arabic epics
(eg the epic sirar ‘Antar, qv, and that of Zir
Salim, etc). The aypam are an important
source of information on social and political
relations in Arabia, and the only examples
of pre-Islamic Arabic prose.
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DAYS OF THE ARABS Ayydm al-‘Arab, a term of Arabic literature,
denoting the tales of the battles, or rather skirmishes, among the Be-
douin tribes and clans in the pagan period; handed down from mouth
to mouth as a part of the tribal folklore. As a rule the narrations which
follow a more or less stereotyped pattern begin with a trifling dispute
among a few tribesmen over a sheep or camel or the use of some
pastures and wells, and continue by telling how the quarrel grew into &
a warfare between their tribes, and how it was finally settled by arbi-
tration and the payment of blood money. Much room is given to anec-
dotes about individual bravery, cunning and the knightly virtues of
the heroes. The tales which treat both parties with complete impartial-
ity are spun out at length without a leading theme. Some of these
Battle Days have kept a lasting place in the memory of the Bedouins
and are told and re-told at their camp fires down to this day. Famous
is the so-called War of Bastis, (Harb,¢l-Basiis } a forty-year feud between
the banu-Bakr* and banu-Taghﬁiib* over the killing by a Taghlib
- chief of a camel belonging to Basiis, an old woman of the banu-Bakr.
— Equally popular are the ‘Days of Dahis and Ghabra’, two thorough- =
bred horses, one owned by the chieftain of the ‘Abs*, the other one by ..
the chieftain of the Dhubyan*; a race between the two steeds caused
a war which also lasted forty years and at the end of which the ‘Absite
chief left his tribe and ended his days as Christian monk in ‘Uman.
Much celebrated as a prelude to the Arab conquest of Persia is the
‘Day of Dha Qar’, so called after a watering place in Mesopotamia,
where according to the story some 3000 Arab warriors annihilated a
far superior Persian army. The number of dyydm tales is very great,
many of them depicting the same event in different versions, but they ;
give a good insight into pre-Islamic desert life.
In the Middle-Ages the Ayyam stories were compiled and frequently
used as source material by grammarians and historiographers. To the
principal works of this kind belong the commentaries on the so-called %
Nagd’id*, the satirical poems exchanged between the two rival poets
Jarir* and al-Farazdaq* (VIIIth cent.); the anthology entitled al-<Igd
al-Farid by ibn-‘Abd Rabbihi* (+940); the Kitah al-Aghdni by abu-
al-Faraj al-Isfahani* (1987); and the chronicle called Kitab al-Kdimil
fil Ta’rikh by ibn-al-Athir* (1234). In the politico-literary controversy
of the shutibiyak* (IX-Xth cent.) these stories which showed Bedouin
morals and manners in a sometimes far from flattering light, at least
according to the standard of the contemporary civilization, were used
to hold up to derision the pretensions to aristocratic descent put forth
by the proud Arab ruling class. Thanks to this polemic shu‘ibite liter-
ature many Ayydm tales have been preserved. The philologist abu-
“‘Ubaydah* (fca. 845) was a generally recognized authority in this field.
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153-154) 1996 LEIDEN, p.

424 ' SHI‘A — SHI‘B DJABALA

together with his brother Ibrahim, in hiding after the
establishment of the ‘Abbasid caliphate, and his sup-
porters spread propaganda for him as the Mahdi. The
second ‘Abbasid caliph, Aba Dja‘far al-Mansir, was
seriously worried and made vain efforts to find him,
imprisoning his father and at least nine others of his
Hasanid kin as they refused to reveal his whereabouts.
When Muhammad revolted in Medina in 145/762-3,
al-Manstr murdered his imprisoned kinsmen. In spite
of widespread popular backing, Muhammad and
Ibrahim were defeated and killed. Al-Mansiir now
gave his own son and heir-apparent Muhammad the
ttle al-Mahdi in an attempt to attract popular messianic
sentiments to the ‘Abbasid house. His bloody repres-
sion of the Hasanids, however, rather strengthened
the pro-‘Alid sympathies in the Shi‘a. The Zaydiyya
first restricted their backing to the Talibids, the de-
scendants of ‘Ali’s father Abti Talib, and then the
descendants of al-Hasan and al-Husayn.

The Khurasanian Shi‘a, who had inidally recog-
nised the imimate of the ‘Abbasid caliphs, were at
the same time substantially reduced, first by the defec-
tion of the supporters of Abfi Muslim al-Khurasani
after he was killed by al-Manstr, then by al-Manstir’s
suppression of those extremists deifying him, and
finally, by the defection of the supporters of his nephew
‘Isa b. Masi, who had been appointed by al-Saffih
to succeed al-Manstr but was replaced by the latter’s
appointment of his own son Muhammad al-Mahdi.
Al-Mahdf tried during his reign to tie the ‘Abbasid
Shi‘a more closely to the ruling house by denying
the imamate of “Alf and his offspring and by asserting
the sole right of al-‘Abbas and his descendants to the
Prophet’s succession. His son Hiriin al-Rashid saw
no interest in maintaining a Shi‘T following and pre-
ferred to identify fully with orthodox Sunnism. The
‘Abbasid Shi‘a disintegrated under his reign. The
attempt of his son al-Ma’miin to recover broad Shif
support for a caliphate of the Banti Hashim, includ-
ing ‘Alids as well as “Abbasids, by appointing Dja‘far
al-Sadik’s grandson Alf al-Rida as his successor, ended
in failure. There was stubborn opposition from the
‘Abbzsids and little appreciation among the Shi‘a,
who were now upholding the sole right of the de-
scendants of the Prophet through his daughter Fatima.
When °‘Alfl al-Rida died, al-Ma’miin did not seriously
renew his efforts. The ‘Abbasid caliphate had become
virtually Sunni and the Shi‘a strictly ‘Alid.

Bibliography: J. Welthausen, Die religis-politischen

Oppositionsparteien im alten Islam, Berlin 1901, 55-99;

M.G.S. Hodgson, How did the early Shi‘a become sec-

tarian?, in JAOS, Ixxv (1955), 1-13; WM. Watt,

Shiism under the Umayyads, in JRAS (1960), 158-72;

S.HM. Jafri, Orgins and early development of Shi‘a

Islam, Beirut 1979; E. Kohlberg, The term “Mupad-

dath” in Twelver Shiim, in Studia Orientalia memo-

riee D.H. Baneth dedicata, Jerusalem 1979, 347-52,

M. Sharon, Black banners from the East, Jerusalem

1983; W. Madelung, The Hashimipyat of al-Kumayt

and Hashimi Shiism, in SI, bxx (1989), 5-26; idem,

Shi‘ism in the time of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs, forth-

coming. (W. MAaDELUNG)

SHI‘AR (a.), a term having various significations.
The root sh-r involves, inter alia, the ideas of know-
ing something; being aware of something; being .a
poet; being hairy; notifying, making aware of some-
thing; marking something; etc.

ShiGr stems from the latter semantic field. It denotes:

1. The rallying signal for war or for a
travel expedition, war cry, standard, mark
indicating the place of standing (wukif) of

soldiers in battle or pilgrims in the Pilgrimage
(‘Arafa: the idea of “recognising” this mark). The war-
cry of the Prophet’s Companions was “Amit, amit! O
victorious ones, go forward, go forward!”, thus pre-
saging victory (T4, s.v.). The ancient Arabs departed
for the Bilgrimage as for war, round their chief and
their banner, with each tribe having its own fixed
place at ‘Arafa and Mina [g.w.] around the standard
or the decorated tent of the chief. They had their
own cry, imitating that of the totem animal or bird
of the wibe, and also the distinctive ritual formula of
the talbiya [¢.v]. indicating readiness to serve the chief
and also uttered before the completon of the sepa-
rate rites of the Pilgrimage. See on this, T. Fahd, Le
pélerinage a la Mekke, in Le pélerinage. Etude dhustorre des
religions, 1, Paris 1974, 65-94.

2. The idea of a mark is extended to the budna,
victim intended to be slaughtered in sacri-
fice (hady) at the time of the Pilgrimage (see refs. in
Wensinck, Concordance, ili, 136, 143), marked by a
knife-cut on the two sides of the back (sinam). Whence
shi‘@r is synonymous with idm@ “to draw blood”. Ushra
can be said of a slain ruler instead of futila, and it
was said of ‘Umar when a man wounded him on
the forehead at the time of the throwing of stones at
Mina, ush%ra amir al-muw’minin; he was murdered on
his return from the Pilgrimage. The blood-money for
the mush’ar was 1,000 camels (T4, s.v.).

Shéfra, denoting the budna, is extended, in the plural
sha'@ir (Kur’an, II, 158, XXII, 32, 36) to all the rites
of the Pilgrimage: standing places, journeyings, run-
nings, throwing of stones at Mind, sacrifices, the tal-
biya, etc. Al-Mash'ar al-Haram (1I, 198) is the journey
between ‘Arafa and Mind and that between al-Safi
and al-Marwa.

3. The places where these rites were per-
formed were also called mashd%. A mash‘ar was
any place or thing which puts one in the presence
or gives a feeling of the sacred or of a divinity: sym-
bols of the divine, such as animals, trees, hills and
standing stones. According to H. Lammens, ish%r
denoted the place where victims meant for sacrifice
were marked; similarly, mandasik (Kur’an, II, 128, 200,
XXII, 34, 67) originally denoted the places where
sacrifices to the gods were offered, places along roads
and on the Pilgrimage route, marked by the presence
of some source of coolness (water, a tree or a rock),
eventually denoting those cult places frequented by
the pious (cf. T4, vii, 87). On those places marked
out as sacred (mashd‘r, ansab, mawakiy, mandsik, diama-
rat, omasadjid, etc.), see Lammens, Les sanctuaires préis-
lamites das UArabie Occidentale, in MUSY, xi (1926),
39-169, at 78 ff; Fahd, Le panthéon de I’Arabie Centrale
a la veille de hégire, Paris 1968, 238 ff.

4. Shi‘ar also denotes the distinctive clothing,
etc., which the Dhimmis [see pHIMMA] were
required to wear in ‘Abbasid and later times; see
for this, GHIYAR.

Bibliography: Given in the article. On the
mandsik, see the refs. in Brockelmann, S III, index,
962. (T. Famp)
SHI‘B DJABALA, one of the three most

famous ayyam [g.0.], battle-days of the Arabs
in pre-Islamic times, the other two being the First
Day of al-Kulib and Dhi Kar [g.2.]. The yawm is
variously dated to around A.D. 550 or 570. The two
main contestants in this yawm were the tribes of Ta-
mim and ‘Amir, in which ‘Amir emerged victorious
over Tamim.

The chief instigator of the yawm was the Tamimi
chief Lakit b. Zurara, who wanted to avenge the
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Battle Days

Further reading

van Ess, J., Theologie und Gesellschaft im 2. und 3.
Jahrhundert Hidschra. Eine Geschichte des
religiésen Denkens im frithen Islam, Band II,
Berlin (1992), 1-429.

Pellat, Charles, Le milieu basrien et la formation de
Gahiz, Paris (1953).

GAS 2; 455-66, 502-26 (poets), 8, 50-114 (lexi-
cographers), 9; 28— 115 (grammarians).

G.J.H. VAN GELDER

al-Basri, *Amir ibn tAmir see
*Amir ibn tAmir al-Basri

al-Basri, al-Hasan see al-Hasan
al-Basri

Basri, Mir (1911- )

Iragi Jewish writer, poet and journalist. Born
and educated in Baghdad, BasrT’s first efforts in
poetry were in Hebrew and French, but he later
concentrated on Arabic poetry. In 1928 he
joined the Iraqi Foreign Ministry, and he subse-
quently held administrative posts in both public
and private sectors. He also edited a number of
magazines. During the difficult period from
1971 to 1974 he was head of the Iraqi Jewish
community (al-T&ifa al-Masawiyya), but he
resigned and settled in London.

Bagri’s first writing, of ‘poetry in prose’,
was influenced by Jubran and Amin al-
Rihani. He also wrote epics and short stories
influenced by the French Romantic trend,
collected in Rijal wa-zilal (1955), and was the
first Iragi poet to attempt the sonnet form. His
sonnets, epics and other poems were collected
in Aghani al-hubb wa-al-khulid (Jerusalem,
1991). A prolific writer, Basri also published
several biographical books on Iraqi, Kurdish
and Turkish writers, and a volume of memoirs,
Rihlat al-‘wmr min difaf Dijla ila Wadi al-
Taymis (Jerusalem, 1992).

Further reading

Moreh, S., ‘Introduction’ to M. Basri, A'lam al-
Yahid fi al-‘Iraq al-hadith, S. Moreh and N.
Kazzaz (eds), Jerusalem (1983).

Semah, D., ‘Mir Basri and the resurgence of mod-
e Iraqi literature’, al-Karmil 10 (1989),
83-122.

S. MOREH

al-Basyuni, Shaykh Muhammad
*Ali (?-1892)

Egyptian- littérateur, poet and teacher. He
studied at al-Azhar, teaching there and at the
School of Law and Administration, where he
recognized and helped to develop the poetic
talent of one of his students in the Arabic
language, Ahmad Shawqi. He was mufii to
the court of the khedive Tawfig, and the
khedive’s imam for prayers, as well as teacher
of religious sciences and literature to his
children. He published an epilogue on the
compendium of Malikite law of Abt Zayd al-
Qayrawani (1870) and a work on rhetoric
(1883). He was a regular contributor of
panegyrical poetry to the official newspaper,
al-Wagqa’i® al-Misriyya, in the late 1870s and
1880s.

Further reading
al-Zirikli, Khayr al-Din, al-A‘lam, Beirut (1979),

vol. 6, 300—1.
P.C. SADGROVE

al-Batalyawsi, Ibn al-Sid see Ibn
al-Sid al-Batalyawsi

Batiniyya see Isma‘ilis

al-Battal see Dhat al-Himma,
romance of

Battle Days

The term b (‘the [battle] Days
of the bedouin s’) designates both the
wars and skirmishes of Arab tribes, fought in
the pre-Islamic era, as well as the stories that
remain of these intertribal conflicts. Each of
these events has a name, often connected to a
specific site: so, for instance, Yawm Shi'b
Jabala (‘The Day of Shi‘b Jabala’, a mountain
pass of that name) or Yawm Kulab (‘The Day
of Kulab’, a pool in the mountains of
Thahlan). The scale of such skirmishes varies
from longer, wholescale wars between large
tribal affiliations to much smaller family or
even individual conflicts, fought with sticks
and stones.
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The Rise of History Among the Avabs 19

some historians in later periods made use of these books and
accounts in their own works, we find nothing which indicates
that the Arabs of al-Hira themsclves had any clear conception
of history.

The Arabs of the north had oral accounts of stories about
their gods, and also accounts of their social affairs and their
great exploits. The principal part of these accounts are con-
cerned with their raiding expeditions and battles (ayyam) and
their gencalogies. These accounts are intimately related to the
organization, views, and customs of society, as is reflected most
prominently by the ideas of muruwwa, the totality of the bed-
ouin virtues, of nasab, noble family origin, and of hasab, the
distinction of great deeds and exploits, since individuals were
expected to know their ancestors and the noble deeds which
they had pci%iormcd. As the_ayyam were thus the subject of
special concern in tribal society, the tribes had tales and nar-
ratives of their past deeds. These tribal accounts circulated
both orally and in the form of prose. In the oral accounts,
however, poetry plays a fundamental role, since it either ap-
pears throughout the story or comes at the end, depending
on whether or not the poet has taken part in the events de-
scribed. This poetry does not carry the story forward, but rather
gives it vitality and authority. And, with the passage of time,
it came to be considered the solid evidence which confirmed
the validity of the story. As Ibn Faris puts it, “Poetry is the
register (diwin) of the Arabs, through which genealogies are
preserved and great deeds are displayed, and from which lan-
guage is learned. .. 714

I1, 127 [cdited by M. ]. de Goeje et al. (Leiden, 1879-1901), 1, 770]; Ibn
Hisham, Sirat Rasal Allah, edited by Mustafi al-Saqqa e /. (Cairo, 1355/
1936), 1, 321 [edited by Ferdinand Wiistenfeld (Gottingen, 1858-60), I, i,
191); Hajji Khalifa, Kashf al-zuniin ‘an asimi l-kutub wa-l-funiin, cdited by
Serefertin Yaltkaya and Kilisli Rifat Bilge (Istanbul, 1941-43), 1, 35.

14 Al-Tibrizi, Sharh al-bamdasa (Cairo, 1335/1916), I, 3; al-Suyuti, Al-Muz-
bir fi “ulim al-lugha, cdited by Ahmad Jad al-Mawla er al. (Caire, nd.), II,
470.

. The ayyam stories had originated in evening tribal gacher-
ings (majalis), and were an orally transmitted assemblage of
collective tribal accounts. They were the common property of
the tribe, and remained so until the second/cighth century,
when these accounts were gathered and compiled in written
form. At the same time, however, we must bear in mind that
the political and social currents of the early Islamic period
exerted a distinct influence on the ayyim literature. Accounts
of the “Battle-Days” are chronologically confused, and gen-
erally reflect partisan tendencies and represent the views of
only one side. Moreover, they lack coherence and order, and
embody no concept of history. Nevertheless, they do contain
certain historical facts. Their fundamental importance is that
they persisted through the early Islamic period, and their style
affected the early stages of historical writing, especially in Iraq.
The presence of poetry in the ayyim made them a subject
of keen interest to philologists, genealogists, and historians
(e.g., Abta “Ubayda, al-Madi’ini, Ibn Qutayba, Abi I-Faraj
al-Isfahani, and Ibn ‘Abd Rabbih), and likewise, the ayyam
eventually became an element in historical accounts. Ibn al-
Athir tried to present accounts of the ayyim in historical se-
quence.'s Hajji Khalifa considers the ayyam to be a branch of
history, saying, “The study of the ayyim al-arab is a branch
of learning in which one studies the momentous events and
great ordeals which occurred among the Arab tribes . . . and
it is appropriate that the above-mentioned field of learning be
placed among the branches of history.”16
For modern historians the importance of the ayyam ac-
15 1 F315 ‘i 1
235 edved by . ] Tomr (Lo, 18671 0> 22
oS Hajji }(hallfa, Kashf al-gunin, 1, 204. On the ayyam, sec Werner Caskel
1%"3]211 ?1!13 sra;lln_:s E;Egnc; z’u‘rhaltarabis‘c’hcn Epik,” Islamka, 111 (1930), ppj
EI*: Abmad & Mlltt,w u;l't/f al-nagd’id, 2nd cd. (Cairo, 1'954), pp. 53ff;
s och); [EP, 1, 793f. (E. Mittwoch); E. Meyer, Der

bistorische Gehalt der Awyim al-‘Arab (Wiesbaden, 1970); ‘Abd al a
mische G ‘ J \ ; -Jabbar al-
Bayati, Kirab ayyam al-"arab qabla -Islim (Baghdad, 1976)] Jabbar
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Eyyamii'l-Arab K L"V’J\( )

Eyyamii'l-Arab tabiri miifredi Yevm olan Eyyam (giinler) kelimesinin Arap

kelimesi ile birlesmesinden meydana gelmektedir. Bu manada Eyy&mi’l-
Arab, Araplar i¢in 6nemli olan belli giinleri igine almaktadur.

Eyyémﬁ’l-Arab Cahiliye toplumunda Arap kabileleri arasinda meydana
gelen ve yaygin olan Arab’in meshur giinleridir. Arap Edebiyat Tarihi de
demek olan EyyAmii'l-Arab bedevi kabileler arasindaki catismalann timuni
icine alir. Cahiliye toplum diye isimlendirilen Islam Gncesi donemde, kabileler
arasinda sik sik kavgalar meydana gelmekte idi. Arap kabilelerinin taptiklan
tanrilara ait sozl1i rivayetler ve sosyal olaylar da Eyyam i¢inde yer alir.

Asabiyete biiyiik deger vermis olan Araplar arasinda meydana gelen
Eyyamiil-Arab adi verilen olaylar,Araplarin &nemli kolu olan giineydeki
Kahtanilerin ve kuzeydeki Adnanilerin kendi aralarinda oldugu gibi
Kahtanilerszzg;a; i(‘ia uzun siire devam etmistir. Savasa 'doniligen bu
anlagmazliklar , Arap kabilelerinin kendi aralarinda oldugu gibi bazen da Iran,

RumB:/ S Eﬁgi :7\1}‘3 1 15( Sﬁ%ﬁ??la meyda{x\a;lzilmel\’(tggg kabdeler arssy hudat anlagmaz
]\?\A.rEyyamul -Arab’in meydana geliginin daha pek ¢ok sebepleri vardir. Bir at )
miisabakasi neticesinde ¢ikan muharebelerin yansira bir ailenin veya kabilenin
m%m kabile arasinda muharebelerin ¢ikmasina sebep olmaktadir.

Ciinkd z.émif@dﬁen allewili@ﬁf%@s%anhr ve sonunda iki taraf arasinda ciddi
muharebeler meydana gelirdi.

Iktisadi konul%dﬁ kabileler aras harplerin sebeplerindendir.Gii¢li olan
kabilenin , zayif olan kabileye tahakkiim etmesi de iki kabile arasindaki harp

sebeplerindendir. Giineyli Kahtan?lerle, kuzeyli Adnaniler arasindaki

savaglarin ¢ogunun sebebi budur.



ISAM 85410.

yAalall Aol ds grusall | (5908 gdas 3 gens L) il

ua ,1422/2001 5_alal

ol ploi

el W By dady S0 (r Lg s
Ry G0l O gty Al (i)
Sy puged) &30 Lilly ey i a
S0 (e By 0 el WLa Ly idie
T AN IO ST
lea S35 1l s gl cplainda
et ST LUyl caalas (s
(@l e LA ca T atds z-=3 of ol
O R N . JUN W AT PR B FRCPGE
g sla Lagml &U_L)_i.“).:_w“ VS

ct_'J.mm 045_9 M L

humial sl Eodl aua

Jo¥l s ava u—"a’ujfd‘ﬁ

Caog 3 alS 5 T TRl Wi Leay
e lall olia

iy il @dShy liadl 5 by
B8 Y leun Ty (adad T W g g0 3,
:;Luj.i.)b 1

o uad) B s 3185 1005 Lea
0 0 Jend Be sy iilly cpmre 0ra pun)
Oy u*—«v—ai‘u\-'a‘—w 31 4By olnd e
talal Olard e Sy S0y btd g
gladl Tud (ol dde glisly cali i
O S o 4 wllag cutialy Jlls o0
Bill g ol sl (il
L JUALLY

sJlang Adaladl b coyall alil e ag

e Tyl @blgdl 5€5 s U Slacal
S o s el et ballg g o]

el e 05 w3y el ol L,

P32 (b S LS Bgpe b culgh oLl
Laydo cistias G pdll OLS s U3 (6
sl Ghe egiglags Al b L)

e Aalice 0y 5, 5€ (ol ol
SiL2 b c8)nal Glaill puly oo Le Lgiad
O G Blaill Gais 5o Lo Lgtag 3,058
g i W01 IR P

DL e oS o pad) p Ly
S s gy bl sl
A gl ol e i ugea
G A2l Aalin oy 3y oy pul i
Sy el oy espandl ola Lo U s
e Dol Logs o lpiitly uomta e
by Byt 139 ey lall ola o BLS
A8 20 o S, alf dud ey ] oylSU
H29 3By daaly om Ol gga HLE (6D
Loz dwada ¥t Ll d.;.a.;.u_) o s @Ji
Mg 5ot 59548 ey

cally e caly wpall alil of 1 JLasg
Lo ¥ a s il w3, gagns
Ble o pds colS S 3y ciall o yLall

odd g5l (e Zilad Lia iy aiug
sl yLald

g |

el ol S il eyl bl eal o

—YEY -




12001 G=dwd, ad o alaal) Ay yal) de g gl
ISAM KTP 92182..

e

o Dol il sl g 3lEYT ilae < (a0

G o lide 08 Bud wad Lo 1[5l ienads

el b J opd 8 Bt sl Lt
doalss S35

Sl dagy

S g JH e syt [5S
N &Aafwgﬁ'f.m 1L
JEVRTP- NV YSENE e OV N R
ot Layg ] (38 o 039 Lt
Olasigelad agd JGally gl aeladl
B e e Y5 S e odsll b 0ysbilie
sy <[o]edbll G saley ([ L]alad ol
[oJpsilS G s amy o[ oEeall 0l

oord] e Tlalall i copall ol

a1 LB sk s s oL Lgied
Baay e Laykdly cgoall ¢ L5155 a9
Tl 53 OS5 olia ] ol Ly Ll
ol S e lal] slslan Undll
ool oia ey (il e Lasa Leish
Taall 5 gue A sl (g caBy Sl el
ol esl€ o w o, 358 L 1] il
cuad g gﬂl aleadll o Lghag ue s s
ik B e ppally s ey O
RPRSIRIRTETY. JAE TS}
ks o waly Al LY Liey  iklse
s Al g salls Akl 85
R IR

G s ST ALY B Gl
gl yaS canly dual o JiLs
o LealilSy colagy 550 Abad on
e O e addls eals oo Lghag Bas,
o wady Gl gl IS Loy - lads
s o LatdlS e gAY
S g racs o 1Ly g cayY)
Leelil LT BI85 ekl oy cgpme 0!
Bl s

Gl Al 2K
e

(Sanand] iy ol Lolg (Jiol Golsuad]
Ol 3T S B ani ST Se 05 L
Lowad 1) gJE8 diwas suns JLA.‘L‘U IRV ‘;iﬂ

e L s sl Jla ) ey s Lol
el alas eal€ Tyl Al o e
Juall e e fasigell (Saile e Loall
Ll Al patid o8 iy ¥l Y
oS JEI O g (g3 epladl e 385 Ly
AT sse G G Geg  SEIT llal dlasl]
A T

elos aud eSacle wyall alil e O Y
woaS Dllsie Labif 4 (gl wllgiy 858
s e il puals coms s

Ll o 5T Lgole (sl ALl =508
(gae 5,2Y Ln )8 Ld mied Sa Luball
oo, DLl e ealSy . LUkl
d S o1 Ll aal il Al Lo
il T Ll Lgiad 9y ¥ Jlay Loge
Ul (85 hadll 238 la¥ ) Gday Ay
fram S el (it Loy o6l 2l
eplall Jain | 438 e |puills punls cpa 3
&uﬁ!ogJ&mwaﬂjJﬁ;ﬁl
Olasdy g Ao oo ool 0 i
olalhg e LaadISy

L a0 Al Lol 5o 2301 56
e ol €Y Lalall sl b LTI
cdgll & 4Sly lgiaiag e ladiy il 558
ooall Jlsal (s 3 a8 558 HS die
col Al Biall agiing Ludaall

e JSLAI G 25U @313 Ly
sle luam i Ballasll Slally gl
JSLaall LS b LS el Laify s
) RWERRY

Mpb¥leia 8 wa sl e aill oK

WJlad gyl eha sislas 0o el Jods

ellinady ccbuadiy Olae @IS 5 K dalos
Sl Lt e Loloall Lel g6 e Ll
o7 ST Clpamsd S 8 LT gt
oo DBSYLE BB ol a1 I LAy

Llalall b ol LT

el Ul e ol o B 3l
L e 51 el S50 gy s 31
AL 00 g sl o Loyl Las Bl
LLal Lcmall 5alonad Tlalall 3 S
ool JilS un g Ao asag pasy S peac
] b Lt e it S5y

L1 e ealS ALY sda gilsay
sams il s JSG A8l Loaall
3l e S o el 1Sy Alns
sia Gl 55l o IS cyliay oLl
shiie¥lela o opndl el Loyyg-ra ol
alen leml 5 Aol o e

oy il bl g e e 130
AN Ul B s fle Gsin 1S
il e Y3 ST Tlls Lagias 5l @aaas
el sk il olli) 2Ll LY 251
sl

5 3L gl sk 1 Il s 5
Al o Aol Lt 5T bl sl e
e Lapslas o e Lilhlas Loy
g P51 o] e 3 g 5T L
Lgali p lpad cmdiln LS pLVT 0l 5
e Ll guia IS e Loal| Bl ,]  pe iy
S niand (5 AT U o oy le Ao
il by il Lughs

RS ESWRIER TR T [P
¥ yin ¢ 155 6T S gy conoplian ot
U el (L3 2 15 ] dsae O

il w15 g 3575 Sl 2518
i Lol eoleal 3l LYl ST 3
s Al Bl 538 (oA i o



182

In Jordan is another site where a group
of “Moses’ springs” (‘Uytn Musa) can be
seen, near Ma’daba (already connected

. with Moses in a pre-Islamic period: Abel,

Géographie de la Palestine, 1:460); their water
drains into the Dead Sea (Salman, Khamsat
a‘wam, 185). Another tradition locates the
spring in Gairo (Les Guides Bleus: Egypie,
253) and Moses’ spring or group of springs
(‘Uytn Mausa) are located in Sinai, north-
west of St. Catherine and Wadi Firan, in
some oases (al-Maqdist, dlsan al-tagasim,
67). For western travel accounts, see par-
ticularly the reprints by the Institut francais

- d;archéologie orientale du Caire of the

works by Fabri (c. 1483); Belon du Mans
(c. 1547); Kiechel (c. 1588); von Neitzschitz
(1634-6), who mentions 12 sources, just
like in the Islamic tradition; and Morrison

{c. 1697), Le voyage en Egypte (Cairo 1976);

also see Barron, Topography.

v
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Josera Saban

Ayyam al-‘Arab

Ayyam al-‘Arab, “days of the Arabs,”

deseription of Syria and the Holy Land from A.D.
650 to 1500. Trans. from the works of the med:-
aeval Arab geographers (London 1890); Ahmad
al-Aybash and Qutaybah al-Shihabt, Dimashg
al-Sham, Damascus 1998; René Dussaud, To-
Jpographie historique de la Syrie antique et médicvale,
Paris 1927; Karl Baedeker, Palestine and Swia,

is the name that Arabic literature applies
to the combats, skirmishes, and even wars
that Arab tribes fought amongst themselves
in pre-Islamic and early Islamic times.
Each particular day (yazwm) had its own
name (e.g., Jawom dyn Ubagh, “the Day of
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