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Herimur Rirrer (tr.) . Die Gehermnisse
der Wortkunst (Asrir al-baldga) des
‘Abdalgahir al-Curcini. (Bibliotheca
Tslamica, Bd. 19} [v], 33, 479 pp-
Wieshaden : in Kommission bei Franz
Steiner Verlag GMBH, 1959. DM. 56.

This translation is based upon Professor
Ritter's own edition, published in Istanbul
with an English preface, of the well-known
fifth /eleventh century author ‘Abd al-Qahir
al-Jurjini's Asrar al-balaghah, a critical work
dealing with metaphors, similes, and tropes.
The text is carefully, but not too abundantly
annotated, and Professor Ritter follows the
helpful convention of supplying = transliterated
Arabic version of each verse discussed in the
text, as well as ils rendering into German.
Except in some of the indexes, the introduc-
tion and ancillary matter accompanying the
translation do mot repeat what accompanies
the edition of the Arabic text ; the translation
gives lists of Arabic and German technical
terms, but the general biblicgraphy accom.-
panies the already published Arabic text. In
the introductory biography of al-Jurjani,
however, Professor Ritter gives nearly two
pages of bio-bibliography and a very full
section deals with al-Jurjini’s own writings
on grammar, rhetorie, and Quran com-
meniary, though Irofessor Ritter. considers
that the Istanbul MS of the Dwrj al-durar
cannot be "Abd al-Qahir's work., He derives
some information un the author's personal
outJock on scholars and scholarship from his
UWIL VOTSeHE, .
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INTRODUCTION

It is a well known fact that the ancient Arabs developed a
remarkable talent for literary art. The Bedouins produced no
original sculpture or painting but, on the other hand, from the
sixth century onwards they developed a rich, though onesided

" literary art. This art consists mainly of poetry, more specifically
lyrics. Yet even in ancient. times poetry existed side by side
with artistic prose. If we skim through works intended as
collections of ancient Arabic oratory, such as {or instance Jahiz’
Bayén wa tabyin, we find many examples of artistic or eloguent
prose. There are recorded sayings of Bedouins and Bedouin
women which are marked by terseness, siriking metaphors and
similes and sometimes by prose rhyme (saj%) too. They are valued
by writers like Jahiz for their literary qualities, just as poeiry is.
Besides these short sayings, which were often addressed to caliphs
and governors, there are public speeches, whether poiitical or
not (khutab), made by caliphs, governors or other prominent.

. persons, speeches that are highly esteemed by Arabian men of
letlers. These speeches were always free speeches, pot read. -
When the Arabian administration was established, a new field of
Arabian literature developed, which was intended from the
first for expression in writing. These are the official letters issued
by the adminisirative offices. These letters were expected to have
literary form, and that seems to be the reason why from  the
first decades of the fourth century of the Hegira the literary
culture of the Islamic Orient was - mainly represented by the
secretatial class. In addition there arcse an art of private letter-
writing which aimed ‘at & high literary standard. Tne highly
finished style of epistolography was then adopted to some extent -
by historiography and finally also appears in works which were
intended only for entertainment. - : )

This almost exhausts the types of belles lettres of the Arabs.
There is no epic poeiry known in ancient Arabic literature - and
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ﬁgAl-jLir.j?anI, ‘Abd al-Qazhir. dsrar al-baldgha (The Mpysteries of Eloquence). ed. H. Ritter. Istan-
bul 1954, ‘durn Jusm e

ESRARU'L-BELAGA
MUKADDIME -

Céhiliye Araplarinin edebf sanatlards dikkate deZer bir
kabiliyet kesbettikleri herkegce bilinen bir gercgektir. Bedevi-
ler orjinal hic bir heykelcilik ve resimeilik sansty yaratamna-
miglarsa da, difer taraftan, altine: yuzyildan itibaren tek
yonli dahi olsa zengin bir edebf sanat tekimil ettirmigierdir.
Bu sanat dali esasen nazim ve hassaten lirikden mﬁtegekkildir.
Eski devirlerde bile nazim fasth nesirle igige varolagelmigtir,

vayet, meseld C8hiz'in Beysn ve tebyin'i gibi, eski Arab beld-

gat miidevvenftini gozden gegirecek olursak fasfh veya belig ne-
8irin bir cok Srnekleriyle kargilagiriz. Bedevi erkek ve kadin-
larindan rivédyet edilen ve mecaz, isti'ére, tegbih ve kimi za-
man da secl' ile mevsif olan vectzeler meveuttur. Bunlar da, na-
zimda oldufu izere, Chhiz gibi miellifler tarafindan edeb?f ve~
gi1flarins gbre degerlendirilmiglerdir. Bkseriyf halifelere ve
emirlere atfedilen bu vectzelerin yaninda hulefd, umeri veya di-
ger saygin kisilerce irfd edilen siydsi veya gayrﬁ-siyﬁsi {(hu~
tab) sbylevier de meveuttur ki bunlara Arab udebési tarafaindan
biylik deger verilmektedir. Bu hitébeler d4im4 giféhfdirler, ki~
tébl deZil. Arap idlresi tesig edildiZinde yeni bir Arap edebi-
yéti dala geligtirilmigtir ki bu, 1d&r% miiesseseler tarafindan
negredilen resmf risflelerden mitegekkildir, Bu risilelerin ede-
bl bir islfpta olmasina Ozen gbsterilmekteydi ki bu da dordiincii

hicrf yizyilin baglarindan itibAren garki Islam'in edebf kiiltii-
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Dela’ila’l-
hayrat'ta
Mekke

tasviri

10 Kip., AY,

nr. 55589, wr. 11%)

yillar arasinda on dért defa basimistir
(bk. Karatay, Arap¢a Basmalar, s. 441). Ri-
salenin ayrica Petersburg'da yapilmis bir
baskist bulunmaktadir (1258, 1842).
Bircok gerhi yapilan (bk. Kesfii Z-zunin,
1. 759 Brockelmann, GAL, II, 328; GAL
Suppl, H, 360) eserin Tirkce serhleri de
vardir, Bunlarin en meshuru Kara Da-

vudzade Mehmed Efendi'nin (6. 1170/ |

1756) yaptig serh olup Tevfiku muvaf-
fiki'l- hayrdt fi fz4hi meéni Deldili']-
hayrdt (Tevftku muvaffiki'l-hayrat li-ney-
li'l-berekat fi hidmeti menbai's-saadat)
adint tasiyyan bu eser bircok defa basil-
mustir (bk. Ozege, Katalog, IV, 1645 ; Tark-
ce tercime ve serhler icin bk. Osmandi Mii-
ellifler, 1, 399). Kara Davudzade diger kay-
naklardan aktardy tasavvufi menkibe
ve bilgilerle eserin hacmini oldukca ge-
nisletmistir (Istanbul 1254, 897 sayfa),

Seyh Hasan el-Adevi'nin Buldgu'l-
misirrdt “ald Deld’ili'l- hayrdt (Misir
1289), Muhammed MehdT el-Fisinin Me-
tali “u'l- miisirrét bi-cild’i Deld’ili’l-
hayrdt (Misir 1298) adl Arapca serhleri
basimistir,

BIBLIYOGRAFYA :
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ma’ fT zikri'l-Cezali, Fas 1313, s. 2-33: Kes-
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nan, 1, 340; Osmanit Miellifleri, |, 389; Brockel-
mann, GAL, II, 327-328; Suppl, 1, 359-360;
Nebhani, Keramatit'l-evliya’, 1, 165; Karatay,
Arapca Basmalar, s. 441; Ozege, Katalog, IV,
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¢ DELAILUI-I'cAz
R LTS (1 E R
Abdiilkahir el-Ciéircani’nin

{6.471/1078-79)
Kerim'in i‘cAzina dair eseri. _

-

Kur’adn-1

- Baslangicindan  beri  miislimanlar

Kur'an'in mu'ciz bir kitap oldugunu itti-
fakla kabul etmisler, ancak Il (Viil.y yaz-
yildan itibaren bu i'cazin lafizda mi ma-
nada my, lafiz-mana dengesinde veya bir
baska hususta mi bulundugunu tartis-
maya baslamuslardir, Nazzdm (6. 231/

845} gibi bazi Mu'tezile kelamcilarina gb-
re Kur'an'in i'cazi, insanin onun bir ben-
zerini ortaya koymaktan aciz kalmasi
anlamina gelir. islam alimlerinin biytk
coguniugu ise Kur'anm'in i'cazini fesahat
ve belagatinda aradilar. Fakat bu go-
riste olanlarin bir Kismi fesahati lafiz-
larda, bir kisrmt da lafiz-mana glzelli-
ginde aradii icin fesahat ve beldgat
kavramlar! Uzerinde ortak bir kanaate
varilamadi. Abdulkahir el-Circani, De-
16°i1i'1-1°caz'da bu gérislere Karsilik
Kur'an'in i'cdzinin onun nazminda, yani
sldp ve ahenginde oldugu nazariyesiy-
le ilgili goérislerini ortaya koymustur.
Gerci Abdiilkahir'in eserinden énce na-
Zm nazariyest Cahiz, Rummani, Hatta-
bi, Bakillani ve Kadi Abdilcebbar tara- -

. findan da s6z konusu edilmis, ancak De- %

1’ilii'l-i ‘cdz'da "bu nazariye ack ve
sistemli hale gelmistir. Clircani eserin-
de daha dnceki alimlere ait fikirleri ki-
me ait oldugunu belirtmeden nakletmis,
eserin nésirlerinden Mahmad Muham-
med $Sakir bu gériislerin sahiplerinden
tesbit edebildiklerini gdstermistir.
Abdiilkahir el-Circani, Kur'an'in i'ca-
zinn nazminda olduguna dair gérisle-
rini mantiki bir tutarlilikla ortaya koya-
bilmek icin eserine ilmin de@erini anlat-
makla baslayarak 6nce beyan ilminin
6nemine isaret etmis; bu Hmin konusu
olan belagat ve fesahatin yanhs anlasil-
diginy, dilin birtakim inceliklerinin bulun-
dudunu, dstinligiinin de bu incelikler-
den geldigini belirtmis; Kur'an'in i‘cazi-
nin ancak bu inceliklerle anlasilabilece-
gini, bunun da i¢ ice olan Arap dil man-
bdl ve nahviyle mimkiin olabilecegini
ifade ederek tahlillerini bu esasa dayan-
dirmustir, Genel olarak Mu'tezile'nin, fe-
sahat &zelliklerini tek tek kelimelerde,
hatta harf ve seslerde aramasina karsi-
lik Circani bu ézelliklerin ciimle tekni-
ginde bulundudunu séylemistir. Kur'an'in
nazmuyla ilgili diger gérislerin onun i'ca-
zIni ispata yetmeyecedini belirten mael-
life gbre i'caz kelimelerde aranmaz. Cin-
ki Arapca’da daha énce de var olan bu
kelimeler, pek az1 miistesna olmak tize- o
re Kur'an'da da ayni antamlarla yer al- ./
mistir. Tek tek kelimeler manalara sem-

bol olmaktan dteye gecmez. Kur'an'da

mitenafir (telaffuzu giic) kelimelerin bu-
lunmamas! i'cazi pekistiren énemli bir
unsursa da yeterli degildir. Aksi halde
kolayca s8ylenebilen alelade sozlerin de
fasih sayllmasi gerekirdi. Miizikal uyum-
da i'caz aranmayacad gibi vezin de fe-
sahat ve belagat icin bir 6lco degildir.
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