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AKRISH, ISAAC BEN ABRAHAM

Esther > Kira (Kiera, Kyra). He continued to (1578-1587), it is mainly devoted to a detailed
amass books and manuscripts, but unfortu- and spirited .description of the reign of Shah
nately, most of his collection was destroyed in - ‘Abbas I (“the Great”; 1571-1629). As a royal
the great fire of Istanbul in 1569. Akrish then secretary, Iskandar Beg Munshi observed many
moved to Kastoria (in Greece), where he lived of the events he described and sought to
in poverty for the rest of his life. acquire reliable information. His work recounts

Akrish published three major works between the imost important events of Shah ‘Abbas’s
1575 and 1578. The most famous is probably reign and is also a compendium of the
Qol Mevasser (The Voice of the Herald), which istrative and cultural practices of the
includes letters regarding the location of the the Iranian realm.
Ten Lost Tribes. In his introduction, Akrish ~ From the perspective of ¥ranian Jewish
vouches for the authenticity of the letters by history, Tarikh-i ‘Alamarg-yi ‘Abbasi is a
describing the credentials of his sources, significant, albeit indirect, source. Although it
thereby revealing his keen critical sense. The does not record information specifically about
most famous part of this work is Hasday ibn Iranian Jewry, it is a gauge for verifying the
Shapriit’s letter to Joseph, king of the »Khaz- account of the persecution of Iranian Jews
ars, and the latter’s response. Akrish’s purpose between 1617 and 1662 given in the > Judeo-
in publishing this collection was, in his own Persian chronicle > Kitab-i Anusi (The Book of
words, to strengthen the Jews’ faith that they a forced Convert) by - Babai ibn Lutf. Iskandar
have “a kingdom and dominion” Another work Beg Munshi confirms what Babai ibn Lutf
of his, entitled Iggeret Ogeret (The Epistle of reports about Shah Abbas’s campaigns in Geor-
Gathering), is a collection of polemical writ- gia, his relationship with -» Zaynab Begum, and
ings. Akrish’s goal in this work was to inform the circumstances of his death. This in turn

_Jews how to “refute heretics who worship enhances the reliability of what Babai ibn Lutf

sculptures and all [types of] image[s]).” Akrish’s reports about Jewish communal and national
third major work, Shelosha Perushim, as its Jewish events and provides a popular, not
name indicates, consists of three commentaries court-related view of seventeenth-century

on Song of Songs. Tran.
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Munshi (d. ca. 1632) is the most important Al-Andalus 7/ .,,/!/ e O

work of Iranian historiography on the Safavid ~@eef - JormIe N H St h

era (1501-1722). While the introduction  Al-Andalus was the Arabic name through-
briefly discusses the reigns of Shahs Ismail I out the Middle Ages for the Iberian Peninsula,
(1501-1524), Tahmasp (1524-1576), IsmaTl Il including what is today both Spain and Portu-
(1576-1578), and Muhammad Khudibanda gal, although with the progress of the Recon-

Encyclopedia of Jews in the Islamic world, vol. I, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2010, ISAM DN. 252659.
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Islam under the Crusaders is number two in a continuing series
of related but independent works on crusader Valencia. The fol-
lowing have appeared or are ready for press:

-
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The Crusader Kingdom of Valencia: Reconsiruction on a Thir- Colonial Survival in the Thirteentb-Century % v
teenth-Century Frontier. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Uni- \;F \
versity Press, 1967. Kingdom of Valencia =2

Islam under the Crusaders: Colonial Survival in the Thirteenth-
Century Kingdom of Valencia. Princeton: Princeton Uni-
vessity Press, 1973.

Medieval Colonialism: Postcrusade Explostation of Islamic Va-

lencia. Princeton: Princeton University Press, forthcoming. . Robert Ignatius Burns, S]-
The Crusader-Muslim Predicament: Colonial Confrontation. in . Tirkiye Diyanet Vakfi
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A History of Jewish-Muslim relations: from the origins t
Meddeb, Benjamin Stora, trans. Jane Marie Todd, Mich

Nota bene

o the present day, edit. Abdelwahab
1ael B. Smith, Princeton: Princeton

University Press 2013. ISAM DN. 249160.

In the wake of the truce with King Richard, Saladin
returned to Damascus, where he passed away, leaving
the sultanate to his Ayyubid heirs. They governed the
Holy City for several decades. During these years they
contributed modestly to attiring Jerusalem with an
Islamic robe. Some Jeéws reinhabited the city.

The Hebrew poet Judah Alharizi, in his maqéma
(Tahkemoni 16:39), mentions that he saw thres
Jewish communities in Jerusalem (A.D. 1216):
al-Ifranj (fiterally “Franks,” from Latin Europe),
Maghribians (from North Africa/Spain), and al-
Shamiyun (from Syria-Palesting). It might be that
this last congregation settled in the city during the
years between the victory at Hattin and the advance
of King Richard. The realm of the Ayyubids stretched

*

from southern Turkey (Ashur/Assyria) to Yemen,

and presumably Jews from these lands moved to -

Jerusalem, too. Several letters from the Geniza tell
stories of these worshippers. S

The economic destitution, the arr‘angementsi :
concluded between the Ayyubids and the Franks, and -+
the advance of the Mongols reduced the size of the o

Jewish population of Jerusalem in the last decades of
the Ayyubids almost to nothing. e

Professor at Haifa University, Yehoshua Frenkel teaches social

and political history of the Arab world during the Middle Ages.

His recent publications include “The Turks of the Eurasian °

Steppes in Arabic Geographical Literature,” in-Mongols,
Turks and Others: Eurasian Nomads and the Sedentary
World, edjted by Reuven Amital and Michal Biran (Brill, 2005),
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Mercedes Garcia-Arenal
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The Jewish communities of al-Andalus—the part of the Iberian Peninsula under
Muslim rule—were particularly illustrious between the reign of the Umayyad
caliph of Cordova ‘Abd al-Rahman lil (912-961) and the Almohad takeover after
1140. No other medieval Jewish community had so many high-ranking person-
alities in the political and economic spheres;
no other produced a literary culture of such
breadth, revealing an intellectual life shared o

with the Muslims. That blossoming was all tAh:rg";:g) ‘:ﬁ;;‘;f’;i rﬁ]s\fsrt‘fg:;?
the more unexpected in that the Jews of  nes Cientfficas (CSIC) in Madrid, the au-
Hispania had lived in great social and legal it:‘:;:t?::;ﬁ;’_‘lg’";‘;‘;':l‘f::;de"ce;"r’:
insecurity during the time of the Visigoths,  version process and messianism. She

when they were persecuted and compelled IS the editor of Conversions islamigues:
, ish Identités religieuses en Islam méditer-
by decree to convert. Part of the Jewis ranéen (Maisonneuve et Larose, 2001).

population of al-Andalus, no doubt stemming

from the migratory waves of the islamic con~

quests, embraced the invaders’ culture and language from the start.!

The unification of the territories and the adoption of the Arabic language
constituted a fundamental change,? since, among other things, these mea-
sures facilitated the establishment of fluid relations among the various
Jewish communities. In that Arabization, what was specific to the Jews’
literary culture was the exiraordinary cultural vitality of the elites, combined
with their material prosperity, their participation in public affairs and in the
administration of the courts of al-Andalus, their responsibilities within their
communities, and their importance in Jewish history. That importance is, in
fact, paradoxical, given the small number of their representatives.®

Mercedes Garcia-Arenal

An Andalusian golden age? A historiographical view

Al-Andalus does not constitute a unique example of cultural interaction between
Jews and Muslims. Far from it. Various aspects of that phenomenon can also be
found in other Islamic regions. Individual Jews, especially in Egypt and Iraq, had
enjoyed power and wealth before the tenth century, and entire dynasties had trans-
mitted the viziership from father to son in medieval Morocco and later, well after
the eclipse of al-Andalus. In Irag and Morocco as well, the particular character-
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;SPANISH—ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION

Ira M. Lapidus

Source: A History of Islamic Societies, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002, pp. 309-19.

Muslim Spain from the Arab conquest to the liquidation of the last Muslim
possessions in Granada in 1492 represents yet another variant of the
Caliphal type of early Islamic civilization. This civilization was built upon
the assimilation of the Spanish and Berber populations to Arabic and
Tslamic culture, and was fostered by extraordinary economic prospefty. Muslim
Spain bears an aura of glory. The great mosque of Cordova, the gardens,
fountains, and courtyards of the Alhambra, the muwashshahat and zajal
poetry with their Arabic verses and romance language refrains, the irrigated
gardens of Seville and Valencia, the wisdom of philosophy and science — these
are the monuments of Spanish Islam. Spain was the focal point for the
transmission of Greek philosophy from the Arab world to Europe. No less

- important was the drama of the defeat of this brilliant Muslim civilization

by its European enemies, the expulsion of the Arabs, and the reabsorption
of Spain into Christian Europe.

For all its brilliance Muslim Spain was a province of the Arab Caliphate.
Already overrun by successive waves of Alaric and Vandal invasions from
the north, Spain was conquered by Arab and Berber forces from North
Africa led by Tariq, who defeated the Visigothic King Roderic at the River
Barbate in 711. The iArab advance into France was checked finally by
Charles Martel at the battle of Poitiers in 732. Whereas in the East, Arab
conquerors were generally forced to settle in garrison towns and villages,
leaving the land in the direct control of its pre-conquest landlord elite and
a tax-collecting bureaucracy, in Spain large territories were parceled out among
Arab and Berber clans. This immediately led to factional quarrels. In the
very first decades of Muslim rule, Berbers, allocated poor mountain lands
in Galicia and Cantabria, rebelled against Arab governors. The rebellions
were put down by Syrian Arabs and the new forces were in turn given
fiefs. The Arabs themselves were divided into tribal factions called Qays and
Yemen, representing the first-generation settlers and later immigrants.

65
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Series Editor
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This series studies the Middle East through the twin foci of its diverse (7] ] — ] OOO)

cultures and civilisations. Comprising original monographs as well as
scholarly surveys, it covers topics in the fields of Middle Eastern literature,

archaeology, law, history, philosophy, science, folklore, art, architecture and :
language. While there is a plurality of views, the series presents serious _ n
scholarship in a lucid and stimulating fashion.
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L’intercession (shafa‘a) sous les
Omeyyades d’al-Andalus a travers
quelques récits historiques

Résumé: Sur la base d’exemples tirés des chroniques et des dictionnaires biographiques, cet
article tente de déterminer les conditions favorables 2 une intercession aupres du pouvoir
politique en al-Andalus sous les Omeyyades. Défendue par des hadiths prophétiques et des
versets coraniques, l'intercession fait malgré tout T'objet de restrictions dans la tradition
islamique. En analysant certaines situations de conciliation (personnages concernés, réseaux
de loyauté), nous pouvons identifier les individus les plus susceptibles d’influencer les
décisions du souverain dans I'application de son pouvoir coercitif. L'intervention de membres
.. "des cercles du pouvoir, détenteurs du jah (« rang »), était généralement réussie. Il apparait

enfin que des intercessions eurent parfois lieu dans des contextes ol elle était explicitement
interdite par les textes, comme en cas de crime contre la religion.

Mots clés: Intercession, shafd‘a, rang, jah, médiation, réseaux de loyauté, privileges,
Omeyyades, al-Andalus

Abstract: Intercession (shafa'a) under the al-Andalus Umayyads: an historical perspective.
Based on examples selected from historical chronicles and biographical dictionaries, this
article attempts to identify the most propitious conditions for political intercession under
the Umayyads of al-Andalus. Required in several prophetic traditions as well as in Qur’anic

verses, intercession was also restricted by the Islamic tradition. Analyzing situations of
conciliation (people concerned, loyalty networks), we can identify those who were most able

to influence a sovereign’s decisions for application of his coercive power. Intercession by a

s+ Université catholique de Louvain
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The Use of Charity as a Means of Political
Legitimation in Umayyad al-Andalus
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Abstract

The principal aim of this study is to examine the use of charity as a factor of political
legitimation by the ruling elite of al-Andalus in the Umayyad period. Accordingly, it
explores the degree to which charity was an instrument in the hands of the authori-
ties, and the manner in which this strategy was decisive in the process of consolidating
power. In a broader sense, this analysis enables us to deepen our knowledge of the
political elite in al-Andalus and to elucidate how charitable attitudes reflected a par-
ticular conception of power.

Keywords

Legitimation — politics — charity — social history — al-Andalus — Umayyad period

Introduction
/ .
The issue of political legitimacy in Islam has generated a wealth of biblio-
graphy. One of the aspects that have received the most attention is the way in
which caliphal legitimacy was articulated in the pre-modern Islamic world.
Regarding al-Andalus, our knowledge about the Umayyad caliphs of Cordoba

*  Research for this paper has been carried out within the project “Documents from Nasrid and
Mudejar Granada: a study of the collections (law; economy and society)” (FFI2012-37775),
funded by the Spanish Ministry of Economy and Competitiveness. I am grateful to Anne
Marie Wolf for her assistance in preparing the English translation of this article.
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THERE AND BACK AGAIN: RHETORICS OF
AL-ANDALUS IN MODERN SYRIAN POPULAR
CULTURE

Abstract

This article explores the rhetorical function of al-Andalus (medieval Spain) in modern Syrian
popular culture, with a focus on music. The rhetoric of al-Andalus in Syria is intimately related
to the project of nation building. The nostalgic performance of links between modern Syria and
medieval al-Andalus assumed great rhetorical force in the 1960s as a result of ideologies of
pan-Arabism, the loss of Palestine, the rise of Islamist threats at home, and the emergence of
petrodollar regimes in the Arabian Gulf. As a result, the rhetoric of al-Andalus became “good to
think” for wide audiences of Syrians. Musical genres linked to al-Andalus play an important role
as potent vehicles for constructing Syrian memory cultures. Drawing on heavily mythologized and
nostalgic visions of an Andalusian golden age, musical performance in Syria sonically reinforces
forms of nostalgic remembrance and enacts claims on Syrian pasts, presents, and futures.

I thread my way through the crowd of evening shoppers in the Suq al-Buzuriyya, passing
barrels of aromatic spices and nuts, as well as Ghraoui’s, my favorite chocolate shop.
There’s no time to stop tonight, however, for I am headed to Khan As‘ad Pasha to
hear a concert of Andalusian music. Accompanying me is my friend Husayn, a well-
known %d player. We arrive to find the large Ottoman khan already crowded. Tonight’s
concert is part of the Andalusian Music Festival sponsored by the Instituto Cervantes
in Damascus, and features ensembles from Morocco and Spain. The Moroccan group,
Ensemble Tbn ‘Arabi,! directed by the Tangier-based performer and scholar Ahmed
El Khaligh, specializes in Islamic chant (inshad) and Sufi songs (sama®) as well as
instrumental music from North Africa. Wearing flowing white gowns, they are the very
picture of authenticity. They begin their performance with a bow and salutation to the
“noble shaykhs of Damascus” (shuyitkh dimashq al-afadil) and then present a short suite
of songs, including some attributed to Ibn ‘Arabi. They conclude their performance with
a few well-known Islamic chants. The music is somber yet pleasant as it echoes in the
courtyard. The audience, a mix of mostly urbane Damascenes and curious foreigners, as
well as a few local musicians, seems engaged enough, and some people sing along with
the chants, though there is also the usual milling about and banter that one finds at this

Jonathan H. Shannon is a Professor in the Department of Anthropology, Hunter College and The Graduate
Center, The City University of New York, New York, N.Y.; e-mail: jonathan.shannon @hunter.cuny.edu

© Cambridge University Press 2016 0020-7438/16
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CHAPTER
10

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN ANDALUST
HISTORICAL SOURCES (THIRD/NINTH-
SEVENTH/THIRTEENTH CENTURIES)

Maribel Fierro*

Episodes of violence in historical writings may reflect the use of fopoi — an area
of study that has cohsiderably advanced our understanding of both Islamic his-
toriography and history.! For example, the attribution of unusually cruel behav-
jour to a particular ruler — notwithstanding the possibility that such behaviour
may have a historical basis — is used to justify his deposition, especially when
it coincides with dynastic change.? Narratives of violence against women in
medieval writings® — still 2 much unexplored topic, especially as regards the

* CCHS-CSIC, Madrid. Data for this paper were initially collected within the project
“Violence and punishment in pre-modern Islamic societies (al-Andalus and the Maghreb)’,
Spanish Ministry of Education, BEF2002-00075 (2002-6). It has been completed within
the project ‘Knowledge, heresy and political culture in the Islamic West (second/eighth-
ninth/fifteenth centuries) = KOHEPOCU', F03049 Advanced Research Grant, European
Research Council (2009-14). I wish to thank Manuela Marin, Luis Molina and Amina
Naciri for their help. i

1. Albrecht Noth (with L. Conrad), The Early Arabic Historical Tradition: A Source-
Critical Study, trans. M. Bonner (Princeton, 1994); Eduardo Manzano-Moreno, ‘Oriental
“topoi” in Andalusian historical sources’, Arabica 39.1 (1992), pp. 42-58.

2. Maribel Fierro, ‘Emulating Abraham: the Fatimid al-Qa®im and the Umayyad “Abd
al-Rahman 10U, in Public Violence in Islamic Societies: Power, Discipline and the
Construction of the Public Sphere, 7th—19th Centuries CE, eds Christian Lange and
Maribel Fierro (Edinburgh, 2009), pp. 130-55.

3. For Christendom, see Ann Roberts (ed.), Violence against Women in Medieval Texts
(Gainesville, 1998) and some of the contributions included in Guy Halsall (ed.), Violence
and Society in the Early Medieval West (Woodbridge/Rochester, 1998). More generally,
Nancy Armstrong and Leonard Tennenhouse (eds), The Violence of Representation:
Literature and the History of Violence (London/New York, 1989), and Shani d’Cruze
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‘THE ISLAMISATION OF AL-ANDALUS

RECENT STUDIES AND DEBATES® 4

Maribel Fierro

ESCRIBING AL-ANDALUS — that is, the Muslim-ruled lands that now comprise

Spain and Portugal - in the tenth century, the geographers al-Muqaddasi and
Ibn Hawqal convey a landscape filled with Islamic markers such as mosques and reli-
gious scholars while lacking others such as storytellers (qusyds). Ibn Hawqal refers to
some tural areas where thousands of Christians ignorant of urban life resided. These -
rebelled from time to time, taking refuge in fortresses from which they fought fero-
ciously and persistently against Muslim armies, and risking eventual extermination
through their fierce resistance to being brought to obedience.! This description fits the
first decades of the tenth century, when the eighth Umayyad amir of Cordoba, ‘Abd
al-Rahman III, proceeded to ‘pacify’ those territories of al-Andalus where not only
Christians but also Arabs, Berbers and new converts defied Umayyad rule. This suc-
cessful endeavour eventually led to his proclamation as caliph in the land that an army
of Arab and mostly Berber Muslims had conquered back in 711.

We have here the main ingredients for any reconstruction of the process of Islami-
sation of al-Andalus: the ethnic and religious components of the population; the com-
petition among them for rule, which in turn influenced the process of conversion; the
visual and auditory transformation of space through Islamic markers such as mosques,
the call to prayet, ways of speaking and dressing, and most especially through the
emergence and formation of the world of Islamic scholarship, which was the decisive
step in consolidating an Islamic society in the Iberian Peninsula, Space could also be
transformed by those resisting the process of Islamisation, for example through the
erection of fortresses by the local population. This is understood by some modern
scholars as reflecting a different social, political and religious order in which monas-
teries and churches such as those built by the most famous convert rebel, “Umar b.
Hafsun (d. 918), were also an integral part.

* 1 wish to thank Virginia Vézquez for her help. This chapter has been written within the
KOHEPOCU research project funded by an ERC: Advanced Research Grant,
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Books from Abroad: The Evolution of Science
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Miquel Forcada o024 >

University of Barcelona
mforcada@ub.edu

Abstract

The contribution of al-Andalus to the history of science and philosophy begins in
the Umayyad period, with the influx of books on the “sciences of the ancients’—the
scientific and philosophical lore from the Greek tradition, with some Indo-Persian
contributions—which came from the Levant ot Ifrigiya. The reception of these sources
had a decisive influence on the guality of works written in al-Andalus and shaped
the evolution of the history of science and philosophy in Islamic Spain. Rather than
occurring by a gradual process, these works were absorbed via a succession of waves,
which created four distinct phases in the acculturation of rational knowledge in al-
Andalus of the third/ninth and fourth/tenth centuries. The article analyses the phases
of this acculturation and assesses the driving forces behind the process: that is, the
state’s patronage and the intellectual locales that were active during each of the four
phases.

Keywords

science — medicine philosophy - al-Andalus ~ Umayyads

* Research for this paper has been funded by the Spanish Ministry of Economy, project “La
evalucién de la ciencia en la sociedad de al-Andalus desde la Alta Edad Media al pre-
Renacimiento y su repercusién en las culturés europeas y Arabes (siglos X-Xv)) ref, PFI2011~
30092-C02-0L.

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL NV, LEIDEN, 2017 l DOI: 10.1163/2212943X-00501003
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Qur’anic Studies in al-Afdalus: An -Overview

-

of the State of Research on gira’at.and tafsir.

a
RN )
N w Adday Herndndez Ldpez
Y
\\r\ TORS-K@BENHAVNS UNIVERSITET

This paper is an overview of the Andalust production of gira®at and rafsir on the basis
of the data provided by bio-bibliographical resources that have become reccntly/
available (‘Historia de los autores y transmisores Andalusies/History of the Authors
and Transmitters of al-Andalus’, or HATA and the Biblioteca de al-Andalus).! Tt aims
at providing an example of the wealth of information that such resources contain,
while at the same time outlining the development of such genres in al-Andalus and
offering a state-of-the-art assessment of the existing scholarship.? Although I will
mention studies developed in the Arab-Islamic world, my contribution will mostly
focus on publications stemming from Western academia and will follow the model
provided by previous scholars such as Dominique Urvoy, Jesiis Zanén, and Juan
Manuel Vizeafno, whose studies will be referred to in full below.

The HATA online catalogue is a resource created within several research projects held
by the Spanish National Research Council (CSIC) that contains information on 5,007
Andalust authors and transmitters and 13,730 works produced and transmitted in al-
Andalus.? The HATA catalogue was finished in 2014 within the project ‘Knowledge,

Heresy and Political Culture in the Tslamic West (Eighth-Fifteenth Centuries)’ .

(KOHEPOCU) led by Maribel Fierro,* and it consists of a chronologically and
thematically ordered list of works written and transmitted in al-Andalus between the
second/eighth and ninth/fifteenth centuries. The information contained in HATA has
been retrieved from more than 100 Arabic sources (including biographical and
bibliographical dictionaries, i.e. fah&riss).

Biblioteca de al-Andalus is an encyclopedia that includes 2,465 entries on Andalusi
authors by a variety of scholars who specialise in al-Andalus.® It was edited between
2004 and 2013 by Jorge Lirola and José Miguel Puerta Vilchez, founding members of
the Tbn Tufayl Foundation of Arabic Studies.

Journal of Qur’anic Studies 19.3 (2017): 74102
Edinburgh University Press

DOI: 10.3366/jqs.2017.0303

© Centre of Islamic Studies, SOAS
www.euppublishing.com/jgs
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Another resource employed for the identification of AndalusT scholars in this article is
the PUA database (‘Prosopografia de los Ulemas de al-Andalus’).” This database was
established at the Escuela de Estudios Arabes in Granada under the direction of Marfa
Luisa Avila, and consists of about 11,600 entries containing basic' biographical
information of the Andalusi ‘ulama’® and references to the bio-bibliographical
dictionaries in which they are mentioned. As can be read in the introductory text of its
website, the information has been extracted from Arab biographical dictionaries and
organised in a database so that the researcher who works on these scholars can take
advantage of the possibilities offered by digitised data processing.?

The Onset of Qur’anic Sciences in al-Andalus

The development of the various Qur’anic sciences started shortly after the death of the
Prophet Muhammad, when disagreements on the way of reading the Qur’an started to
become evident. The third caliph, “Uthman b. “Affan (d. 35/655), tried to remedy
these disagreements by promoting a canonical redaction of the Holy Text. In the first
half of the fourth/tenth century, Ibn Mujahid (d. 324/936)° recognised only seven
variants attributed to seven readers of the second/eighth century and banned every
other version.'® But this attempt did not stop the circulation of other readings. As
Nasser states in his book on The Transmission of the Variant Readings, ‘shortly after
the promulgation of Tbn Mujghid’s Kirab al-Sab‘a, compilations on eight, ten, and
beyond ten Readings started to appear more frequently’.” The maximum number
of accepted variants was fourteen, but Nasser explains that no Reading beyond the
ten-Reading canon was accepted as canonical, and thus would be categorised under
the shawd@dhdh Readings.'?

As Mahmud Ali Makki highlighted several decades ago in his book Ensayo sobre las
aportaciones orientales en la Espafia musulmana y su influencia en la fom&cio’n de
la cultura hispano-a‘rabe,” the Qur’anic textual variants (gir@’at) became known in
al-Andalus—where al-Nafi®’s textual variant became the authoritative version—by
the end of the second/eighth century, as is corroborated by the number of
transmissions by Andalusi scholars of this textual variant found in the section
dedicated to the Qur’an and the Qur’anic sciences in HATA.

Several works of Qur’anic exegesis of the Meccan school were introduced in
al-Andalus in the second/eighth century as well, such as the zafsir of Abd Allh b.
al-Abbas (d. 68/687),'* one of the ten Companions who are said to be exegetes,
or the tafsir attributed to Ab@ Sufy@n Waki® b. al-Jarrah b. Malih al-Ru”asi
(d. 150/768).° Tbn al-Jarrah was a famous Iraqi traditionist born in Kufa, where his
father was head of the bayt al-mal (the fiscal treasury of the Muslim state).'s He was
educated in the Islamic sciences, mainly hadith, and his tafsir is one of the few works
attributed to him. He had a remarkable influence on the early Andalusi scholars who
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17th-century al-Andalus. The Perspectlve of .
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Maria Graszia Sciortino
Universita di Palermo
mariagrazia.sciortino@unipa.it

cdzles
(/05‘0@'%%}

Noi non possiamo essere imparziali.
Possiamo essere soltanto intellettualmente onesti,

GAETANO SALVEMIN’I

Abstract

This study focuses on a particular aspect of the Translation Studies or Dirdsat
al-targamat, i.e. the ethics of the translator.

Starting from the analysis of concepts like “cultural otherness” or “linguistic hospi-
tality”, theorized by Antoine Berman, Lawrence Venuti and Paul Ricoeur, and concern-
ing the translator’s process of mediating between languages and between cultures, it
will be taken into account the specific case of a muslim traveller and interpreter,
Ahmad ibn Qasim al-Hagari al-Andalusi (d. 1051/1641), author of the Kitab Nésir al-din
ald l-qawm al-kafirin, who was asked, by a Christian authority (the Archblshop of
Granada), to translate some Arabic manuscripts.

In such a context, the act of translating hlghhghts not only the problem of herme-
neutics and inter-religious dialogue, as interpretation of a different text and a different

faith’s language, but also the problem of ethic relationships inherent in encountering
the Other.

Keywords

Translation Studies — Linguistic hospitality — Ethics of the Translator — Rihlah —
17th-century al-Andalus

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL NV, LEIDEN, 2015 ] DOI 10.1163/22138617-12340071
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IN OTHER WORDS 107
One of the most interesting aspects related to Translation Studies—as a
complex and systematic study of the theory, description and application of
translation—concerns the ethics of the translator. Among the most relevant
works on this subject, it is worth mentioning Antoine Berman and Lawrence
Venuti’s essays, which focus on the concept of “cultural otherness™

Every step in the translation process—from the selection of foreign texts
“ “‘@:g > Diyanel | Var » to the implementation of translation strategies to the editing, reviewing,

, ‘z Miiphs aa@ »and reading of translations—is mediated by the diverse cultural values
e o 0 /that circulate in the target language, always in some hierarchical order.
Zsumalet =" The translator, who works with varying degrees of calculation, under
continuous self-monitoring and often with active consultation of cul-
tural rules and resources (from dictionaries and grammanrs to other texts,
translation strategies, and translations, both canonical and marginal),
may submit to or resist dominant values in the target language, with
either course of action susceptible to on-going redirection. Submission
assumes an ideology of assimilation at work in the translation process,
locating the same in a cultural other, pursuing a cultural narcissism
that is iniperialistic abroad and conservative, even reactionary, in main-
taining canons at home. Resistance assumes an ideology of autonomy,
locating the alien in a cultural other, pursuing cultural diversity, fore-
grounding the linguistic and cultural differences of the source-language
text and transforming the hierarchy of cultural values in the target lan-
guage. Resistance too can be imperialistic abroad, appropriating foreign
texts to serve its own cultural political interests at home; but insofar as it
resists values that exclude certain texts, it performs an act of cultural res-
toration which aims to question and possibly re-form, or simply smash
the idea of, domestic canons.!

MABDE YAYIMLANDIKTAN
(<A GELEN DOKUMAN

8
o

, Temmur ngl‘hm theory, with the evident ideological implications connected to the idea of
cultural imperialism, is based on the premise that translating and interpret-
ing cannot be considered solely as processes of language transfer but also as
socially and politically directed activities.

1 Venuti, L. The Translator’s invisibility. A history of translation. London, New York, Routledge,
1995, p- 308-309. See also Berman, A. “Translation and the Trials of the Foreign” In: Venuti, L.
(ed.). The Translation Studies Reader. New York, London, Routledge, 2000, p. 284-297.

2 Inghilleri, M., Maier C., “Ethics”. In: Baker, M., Malmkjaer, K. (eds). Routledge Encyclopedia
of Translation Studies. New York, London, Routledge, 2001, p. 100-103; see also Inghilleri,
M. “The ethical task of the translator in the geo-political arena from Iraq to Guantdnamo

ORIENTE MODERNO 95 (2015) 106-124
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Heresy and the Making of European Culture: Medieval and Modern Perspectives, edit.

50 Heresy and the Making of European Culture - Andrew P. Roach, James R. Simpson, Surrey: Ashgate, 2013. ISAM 252569.
they have accepted persons baptised with water in the name of the Trinity without ‘ : Chapter 2
requiring them to undergo a further baptism. In this way they have followed the i - .. .
norms indicated by Canon 9 of the Second Ecumenical Council and by Canon ‘ Heresy and Political Legltlmacy n
95 of the Council in Trullo. But, alike in the past and today, there are also other ~
Orthodox who adhere to the ‘rigorist’ viewpoint, and who maintain that all ! . CAl- alus
converts should be baptised, in accordance with Apostolic Canon 46 [45]. It would - | vanng YAYIMLANDIKTAN

| be helpful if, in the not-too-distant future, a pan-Orthodox Council could issuea : T o A GELEN DOKIM, Maribel Fietro!

‘, o : ; ; . _ = OKUMAN :

g on this matter. It would also be helpful if the Ecumenical Patriarchate, in ‘ ' =

consultation with the Patriarchates of Alexandria and Jerusalem, would formally 3 "f:: Jg g@ b ( @g 0 %@9
revoke the decree of 1755, so that in canonical terms the practice of receiving ‘ %\ e

converts without rebaptism would no longer be a matter merely of ‘economy’, but
would be seen as an expression of ‘strictness’ (‘akriveia’). But it may well be some GZ Temmuz Zma Revisiting the ‘Orthodoxy’ of Al-Andalus
time before that actually happens. 1
In The Origins of European Dissent, R.1. Moore includes a map indicating the
channels through which various ‘heretical’ doctrines — thought to have originated
in the Bast — reached Europe and influenced the rise of Furopean dissent. What
struck me when I first saw that map in the 1977 edition of Moore’s book was not
only what it said about the past, but also what it manifested about the present,
in other words, how it illustrated the marginal position the medieval Iberian
Peninsula has had in the writing of European history. On this map the spread of
those heresies stops at the Pyrenees, with the Iberian Peninsula figuring as a blank
| space, as if no heretical doctrine of any provenance had crossed the mountains in
either direction during that period.?
By contrast, some 30 years later, in a speech delivered in Cairo in June 2009,
President Barack Obama made a reference to the Muslim part of the Peninsula,
| al-Andalus, as an example of an Islamic society in which we can recognize
fundamental values on which Western societies have also been built, a conception
of the West that in the twenty-first century seems to have assimilated the Iberian
Peninsula into its world-view.? To quote President Obama’s words:

1 * 1 wish to thank Julio Escalona, Axel Miiller and Hugh Kennedy, all of whom
in different ways made possible the lecture — sponsored by the Banco Santander Central
Hispano — given at the International Medieval Congress, Leeds 13-16 July 2009 and on
which this chapter is based. What I present here draws both on my previous research and on
the recent studies carried out within the project ‘Knowledge, Heresy and Political Culture
in the Islamic West (Eighth to Fifteenth Century)’, Advanced Research Grant — European
Research Council (2009—14) that I am presently directing.

2 Moore, The Origins of European Dissent (London: Allen Lane, 1977) (with two
v later editions: Oxford: Basil Blackwell Scientific Publications, 1985; Buffalo, Toronto:
i University of Toronto Press and Medieval Academy of America, 1994).

3 Mercedes Garcia-Arenal, “Historiens de I’Espagne, historiens du Maroc au XIX&me
siécle: comparaison de stéréotypes’, Annales: Histoire, Sciences Sociales, 3 (1999): 687~703.
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Muslim horsemen and their black slave warriors herding Christian prisoners and their
cattle: from the Cantigas de Santa Marfa, thirteenth-century illuminated manuscript
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34 @) O.ZINGER

may God have mercy upon him, that he confirmed and consented to everything his (my brother-in-
law’s) mother sold to his sister. .

(23) Recently, the girl needed (24) to sell the house, but he delayed the matter and said, “You will
only sell (25) the house without the stairway, for the stairway is my property and my possession”.
He started telling anyone who came to inspect™ it (i.e. the house): “Buy the [house witholt] (26) the
stairway”. The matter is ruining her. He (i.e. the servant, the writer of the letter) wants by (writing)
this (letter) to put an end to (the brother-in-law’s demanding) a bribe and ransom from her and her
hunger @%[...]

(27) And in a place where a dirham is spent, he spends on it half (a dirham).

(28) The servant informed the lord what transpired, so act according to what the noble law
. requires. May your peace increase.

61 Teomz 2019

MADDE YAYIMLANDIKTAN
cANRA GELEN DOKUMAN

®'For gallaba -milk /mulk as inspecting a house before buying it, see Goitein, Mediterranean Society, IV:373 note 33, and
Diem and Radenberg, Dictionary, xiii and 178.

“2As can be seen from the many editorial insertions, the translation of this sentence is uncertain. For musdna‘a as a bribe,
see Friedman, Dictionary, 742-3.
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Was the Umayyad Caliphate of Cordoba as Strong as Arab
Chroniclers Claimed?’

Josep Sufié Arce ®

ABSTRACT ARTICLE HISTORY
Arabic sources recall the tenth and early eleventh centuries as the Received 28 June 2018
time when Andalusian armies achieved their greatest military = Accepted 19 August 2018
triumphs over the Christian kingdoms and counties of northern

l}:)eria. Some of those victorie§ were truly spe':c'ta.cular. and their Al-Andalus; Compilations;
like would never happen again. However, this' view is also the Official memory; jidd:
result of the concealment, justification, and minimisation of  Cajiphat crisis =~
defeats, as well as of the exaggeration of the successes achieved.

This follows from a critical reading of Muslim chronicles and

from the study of the data provided by Latin sources. The

present article discusses some of the aforementioned practices

of chroniclers and analyses whether the image offered by Arab

compilers overstated the true military potential of the Umayyad

Andalusian Caliphate. It concludes that caliphal armies were

already showing some alarming signs. of weakness during this

period.

KEYWORDS

Introduction

In 912, the emir “Abd al-Rahman III al-Nasir came to power and the hdjib ‘Abd al-Malik al-
Mugzaffar died in 1008. During this period, al-Andalus would see the formation of a new
Umayyad Caliphate (929) and the advent of an era of political and military splendour that
would bring about the submission of Christian kingdoms and counties.” Andalusian
rulers, who would exercise their dominion over the Iberian Peninsula and part of the
western Maghreb, were to achieve considerable success against the peoples of northern
Iberia. These triumphs reached their peak when the caliphs delegated state functions to
‘amirid hajibs, who in turn developed an intense jihdd policy. The capture of Barcelona in
985, the sacking of Santiago de Compostela in 997, and the battle of Clunia in 1007 were
some of the great victories achieved in that period. However, Andalusian supremacy
would collapse as soon as the so-called al-fitna al-barbariyya or Second Fitna of al-
Andalus (1009) broke out and led to the fragmentation of the Caliphate into a number of

CONTACT cives809@gmail.com @ Universitat de Barcelona, Spain

'An abridged version of this article was presented at the Intemational Medieval Congress 2018 in Leeds. This work falls
within the framework of the research project Génesis de la nobleza medieval: fortificaciones y poderes territoriales en el
nordeste peninsular durante los siglos VIll-XI (HAR2015-63661-P; MINECO - FEDER), currently under development by
the consofidated research group Ocupaci, organitzacié i defensa del territori medieval (Ocorde) (AGAUR -UAB, UB-
2017SGR805).

Maribel Fierro, Abdarramdn Il y el califato omeya de Cérdoba (Donostia/San Sebastidn: Nerea, 2011), pp. 67-111; Eduardo
Manzano-Moreno, Conquistadores, emires y califas: Los omeyas y la formacién de al-Andalus (Barcelona: Critica, 2011),
pp. 363-503. <

© 2018 Society for the Medieval Mediterranean
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The Iqritish dynasty (early third/
ninth century to 350/961) was a minor
dynasty in Crete, established by the
Andalusian Aba Hafs ‘Umar b. Shu‘ayb
al-Ballati, who led a group of refugees
expelled from Andalusia by the amir
al-Hakam I (r. 180-206/796-822). Aba
Hafs, also called Ibn al-Ghaliz (the fat, or
tough), was a little-known inhabitant of
Pedroche (Bitrawsh), in the suburb Fahs
al-Balltit, a district of Islamic al-Andalus
north of Cérdoba (Christides, Abti Hafs,
7-8). The new dynasty lasted until the
re-conquest of Crete in 350/961 by the
Byzantine general Nicephorus Phocas.

The Andalusians were not sent by
their-ruler, the amir al-Hakam I (r. 180~
206/796-822), to conquer Byzantine
Crete but instead were forcibly expelled
by him after their- unsuccessful revolu-
tion in Cérdoba, circa 202/818 (Ferro,
213). Although Cérdoba at the time of
al-Hakam I had not yet acquired the
splendour of later times, it was already
a majestic city with a constantly increas-
ing number of suburbs towards the south

(Kubisch, 218, 222-3; Triki, 183); it was

in one of these suburbs that the abortive
revolution began. Prominent among the
newly founded districts of Coérdoba was
al-Rabad (“the suburb” par excellence),
inhabited mainly by newly converted
Muslims (muwalladiin), who were shop-
keepers, small merchants, and artisans
(Guichard, 14-5).

The revolution of 202/818 was insti-
gated by the muwalladin of al-Rabad,
who allied with some learned Arabs, the
Jfuqaha’ (Guichard, 14). It failed miser-
ably, and al-Hakam slaughtered most of
the rebels (although sparing the lives of
the fugah@’) and razed the suburb (Lévi-
Provencal, 169). The surviving inhabitants

N

DDE YAYIMLANDIKTA
NEAG DORL
IQRITISH, THE DYNASTY

of al-Rabad, numbering a few thousand
men, women, and children, were split into
two groups. The first sailed to Morocco

and settled peacefully in Fez, while the '

second group undertook a long, perilous
journey, starting probably from Almeria
(Mariyya), crossed the Mediterranean,

raided Byzantine Sicily (Christides, The

odyssey) and sailed through the Aegean
which, as both the Arabic and Greek

sources report, was empty of Byzantine

ships (Christides, Conguest, 87) because
of the disarray in the Byzantine navy
caused by the socio-economic revolution
of Thomas, which shook the Byzantine
Empire from 821 to 823, destroyed the
provincial Byzantne fleet, and inflicted a
long-lasting and disastrous impact on the
Byzantine maritime defences (Christides,
The cycle, 23). It is clear from the Greek
and Arabic sources that the “refugees,” as
they_are called by Ibn Hayyan (d. 469/
1076; Ibn Hayyan, -59), raided several
Greek islands in the Aegean, includ-
ing Crete (c. 207/823), but they were
not “pirates,” as they are labelled in the
mainly hagiological Byzantine sources.
The majority of them, as Lévi-Provencal
reports, were not even sailors, and their
transportation was arranged for on
Andalusian ships (Lévi-Provencal, 171).
The Andalusian refugees settled first
in Alexandria, which they managed to
subdue, profiting from the anarchy that
prevailed in Egypt as a result of the civil war
following the death of the ‘Abbasid caliph
Haron al-Rashid (r. 170-193/786-809),
with the warring factions led by Hartn’s
sons al-Amin and al-Ma’mitin (Kennedy,
148-57). In Alexandria, the Andalusians
managed to overthrow the weak local
government and governed the city briefly,
until the ‘Abbasid general ‘Abdallah b.
Tahir, sent by the caliph al-Ma’'man

to Alexandra, forced them to abandon

The Encyclopaedia of Islam(Three), 2016/3, Leiden 2016.
ISAM DN. 247079
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