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Akbar, Mughal emperor of India
(r. 963-1014/1556-1605). His full name
was Abii al-Fath Jalal al-Din Muhammad
(5 Rajab 949-1014/15 October 1542—
1605). He was born in Umerkot, a
dependency of Thatta in Sind. His father
was the emperor Humaytn (r. 937—
963/1530-1556, in two phases), and his
mother a Persian by the name of amida
Bant Begum.

Akbar’s birth and childhood coin-

‘cided with political upheavals in the
Mughal lands, which led to Humaytn
being deposed and taking refuge with the

Safawids of Persia. After winning back
his throne in Delhi with the help of the
Safawid Shah Tahmasb, Humaytin found
himself in charge of a smaller kingdom
than before. In 963/1556, he sent the

young Akbar, with his guardian Bayram

Khan, to engage the rebellious Afghan
Sikandar Khan Strl. On the way, news
of Humayun’s death reached Akbar’s

party, and by consensus of the military A

commanders, Bayram Khan then and
there placed Akbar on-the throne. His
accession on 27 Rabt' II 963/10 March
1556 marked the beginning of the Tarikh-i

Iiaki (Divine Era) devised later by Akbar

(Nizam al-Din, 2/126; Tatawi, 563-563).

Akbar inherited a state that had many
opponents, including the Hindu Rajas,
who mostly acted against the Mughals,
and those military commanders and nobles
who taking advantage of Humaytn’s sud-
den death and Akbar’s youth sought to
distance the latter from affairs of state
and acquire power for themselves. Bay-
ram Khan, who was then in charge of
the government, began dealing with them.
He first arrested Shah Aba al-Mali,
one of Humaytn’s governors; but Akbar
did not consent to him being put to
death. His next step was to pursue Sikan-
dar Khan Sori, who was defeated and
sought refuge in the mountains (Nizim
al-Din, 2/127; Aba al-Fadl, Akbar-namah,
9/15—-16, 20). Mirza Sulayman, who had
governed Badakhshan since the time of
Humayiin, decided to take advantage of
the situation and capture Kabul but was
thwarted by Akbar’s official Mun‘im Khan
(Bayat, 206-209; Abu al-Fadl, Akbar-
namah, 2/22-26).

The greatest danger, however, came
from a prominent Hindu commander,
Himt. While Akbar was dealing with
Sikandar, Himo—deploying a large and
well-equipped army—decided to take
advantage of his absence by taking Delhi.
He set out for Patna and then captured
Agra. From there he marched on Delhi,
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@ Vol. 15 pp. 137-140, Dlate
Empevor Akbay.

Anldglich der Verdffentlichung einer von der ANS neuerworbenen Geldmunz
des Moghulen al-Akbar (1556-1605) mit Urdfi (Heerldger) als Prageort versucht K
eine neue Deutung dieser Miinzen in der Weise, daf er in ihnen lediglich Gedenk
miinzen sieht, die von Akbar neben anderen MaBnahmen im Amnschlul an-seinen
UnfehlbarkeitserlaB vom Jahre 987/1579 zur Berubigung seiner Gegner gepra,gl:
wurden. Tatsdchlich weist die kitnstlerische :es’caltung der Miinze auf eine b
sonderen AnlafB hin, und K.s Deutung hat einiges fiir sich; zumal alle bisher be
kannten Stiicke dieser Art aus dem Jahre Bgy stammen. Es sei jedoch dax'
“hingewiesen, daf auch Babur bereits 937/1530 Dirhams prigte, die als Prigeort
lediglich Urdi tragen (vgl. Whitehead, in: NC 1923 S. 116), und man miiBte analog
za K.s Ausfithrungen auch fiir diese einen besonderen Anlall voraussetzen. "

e S . ylA-Q,o &DD]).J.C
(8
FrEam ch~w oy “Yreves o

A.LL
c_s"’J'fw/ ).; ) L-taf/a)__; /s
f K/Lé@ ﬁ? W' ‘@l NY-vy. o,
@ 7

I\a-.y Ldla.].f
)Jé—"lsm l:)yw ")53‘*%)1.5&1_.)[ ﬁ?

L
Shde U"L—“ﬁ»‘)’a i S Y

5 5dim U,l),l Silozo 5l s A5l oLz )
o o 3 Mobgaia 4l 50 Ldag
JL.,)A)JI 2rfe a3l i sloca i 'y
u.lqungu)s5 lho_)m Jmeg-LZCJU:T_:f
A)_ge xo)duulaDLu ooy sy B, Lw “
S St ety ol
SEE (ULK)ULJBM cSilos Hlaaiat, Solazo (1

A c.s.%:)[?

205 Uck E. W, A new anter-

R,
preta7t10n of Akbar's ‘Infallibility’ decree
of 1570. JRAS, 1924, pp. 590° 668

ff’i?%’if?ﬁ Y

JFARUQT, Khwaja Ahmad The fir

. st Jesuit missio
o the court orf "
o ! of Akbar. IC 55 (1981) pp. 155

L s
L - Jﬁ“ﬁ%v‘si‘%ﬁ;?»}

Pl

Prmce Akbar :
s
!

Y S K.
20506 BANERJI
under Humayun's tutelage. JUPHS 13ii

{1940), PP 51 57

Huwaﬁyw “";?-

-

; N“‘:Hk\) SM AT

i OMAN, G, On eight coine of Axbar found
i in a rock-shelter near Ghillgai, Svit.

: East and West 20(1970), pp. 105-108. 4 A L\be

f .[‘1113«'2)'1») GAaQ{&f (def/}
| ‘355\““41 JAL. &u' /(‘079'@

Akbar's ilhit-

20547 Mauruz-aL- Hao
erj:y Was he utterly unlettered? Proc.

sth All-India Or. Conf. 1 {1930}, pp. 550~
6

331;501-502

5789 Yasy, .
Moh
Indian - at]ondhsma mad.  Appap

(1960) PP. 40140,  Ind hig,

ok,

19813 VENKATESWARA S,
V. Ed
ticism before Akbag. Pro i
c. 6th All-
Or. Conf., 1930, pp. 143-151 Windia

E‘C—L@, g%\

4469 HAIDER, Mansure.
Khan Uzbeg with Akbar. (Résumé: Les relations

el =+ g Abdullah Khan Uzbeg avec Akbar.) Cahiers
du Monde Russe et Sovistique, 23 (1982) pp.313-

Relations of Abdullah

5346 Ansari, Azher. Social condition
at the court of Akbar and its influence

on society. IC 33 (1959), pp. 124-138




&
{8
)

e
«

5340 Gorrz, H. The Raj ot Emprose.

, H. jput Em -

gf Akbar and Jahangir. (Mary{a);??:ﬁ

Szf/:;:llcsnd Jagat-Gosaini).  Jadunath
mm

o em. vol., 11, 1958, Pp. 125=

5 KHAN, Igridar Alam. “The Mughal As-
N £ 3 z?gimcm System During Akbar’s Early Years
Elloer €203 EE 5757, [n: 1, Habib (ed), Medievdl Indiag,

: Vol.l: Researches in the History of .lm]l.zix,
1200-1750. New Delhi, India: Oxford Universi-

ty Press, 1992, pp.62-128

2178 AGRAWAL,CM. Akbar and his Hindu afficers. ;:*»"d»é}éﬁ l
(A critical study.) Jalandhar: ABS, 1986. 184pp. a7

5347 Camps, A, An unpublished 1
Mps, tt

of Father Christoval de \r;e_ga S j.:e i(‘:sr

importance for the history of the second

1Igissxon to the Mughal Court and for the

Ak%wledgset _oé the religion of the Emperor
bar.  Studia Ovientali 0 1

= o alia, Cairo 1 (1956),

M“h?mmad
Nal-Ddaman.
3337

20589 THAKUR, Ram Singh.
6 (1928) :

Biography of the emperor Akbar. Aslatic jour- ;
nal 28 (1829), pp. 444-448. ‘

) yions
pue's TEHIOT
on AR oy, 191

g s RAS 3,1

of the

Meghal puit
\

. 1 \j ree
o phuy Bran

o.i the 1370‘

Splerns,
Juul'l\a\

A



316

till now helping the government in the War effort.
But the mass arrest of the Muslim leaders forced
him to withdraw his support,

In 1917, Hakim Ajmal Khan came to
Gandhji and other Congress leaders. The
association transformed the ‘loyal” Ajmal Khan
into the rebel Ajmal Khan. He renounced his
official title of Hazig-ul-Mulk which he is still
known. In 1918, he was made the chairman of
the Reception Committee of the Delhi Session of
the Indian National Congress in the place of the
previously elected President C.R. Das, who was
arrested well before the session started.

During the non-cooperation movement 2
baich of students and faculty members of the
Aligarh Muslim University in response to the call
made by the Indian national leaders caime out of
the campus in 1920 in defiance of the official
policy of the University. A new national
educational institution, Jamia Millia Islamia, was
started of which Hakim Ajmal Khan was the first
Chancellor. For a few years the Jamia remained
at Aligarh but it was felt that the tender plant
could not survive under the shadow of a giant
tree. The institution had either to be closed down
or transferred to some other place. On the
insistence of Hakim Ajmal Khan it was shifted
to Delhi where he helped the institution
generously when most of the leaders, due to the
¢bb in the political current, were in the mood of
writing it off.

Hakim Ajmal khan had developed heart
troubles as early as 1904, when he was advised
to spend some time in the dry climate of the
Middle East. In 1911, he went to England for
recovering his health. There, he visited many
famous English hospitals and met leading figures
in the fields of politics and medicine. His last
foreign tour was in 1925, again for the sake of
his health. This time he went to France and had
the occasion to visit other countries of the
Continent. But he did not go to England because

ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF

MUSLIM BIOGRAPHY:
PAKISTAN, BANGLADESH, Edited. NAGENDRA KR. SINGH,

VOL. I, NEW DELHI 2001

INDIA, | |

Biographical Encyclopaedia of Mustims

he did not like ‘to be reminded of his being a
subject’. Although these tours greatly helped him
in his political and educational programmes, they
could not revitalise his sinking heart. Finally, one
early morning, on 29 December 1927, his heart
refused to beat any more.
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Ajmal Khan, Mohammad
(1897—1969)

Mohammad Ajmal Khan was an
eminent Urdu writer.

Mohammad Ajmal Khan was, son of
Mohammad Ismail Khan, born at Gotni in district
of Partabagarh in 12th February 1897. He was
educated at Simla, Allahabad, Lucknow and
Aligarh. He passed M.A. (Arabic) and L.L.B. He
got married to Tahira Begum in 1927. He had
three sons and one daughter.

, PpL It 4. IRCICA KTP. 40508.

Akbar (1556 = 1605)

He was appointed as a lecturer in Arabic and
Persian in Allahabad University, 1928-31 and
Research Scholar in Shantiniketan, 1936-37. He
was Private Secretary to Maulana Azad 1937-47;
Personal Assistant, Deputy Personal Secretary and
Personal Secretary to Maulana Azad when he was
Union Education Minister, 1947-58; He was also
an officer on special duty, Indian Council for
Cultural Relations, New Dezlhi, 1958-64 and
edited the Arabic Quarterly of ICCR, 1958.

He was a journalist, writer and translator;
edited the Dawn (English weekly) of Allahabad,
1928-31 and helped in preparing the Urdu version
of the Indian Constitution, 1948. He was
appointéd Joint-Secretary of Amir Khusro
Academy, New Delhi; Secretary Khilafat
Committee, Allahabad, 1920; District Congress
Committee, Allahabad, 1922 and was nominated
member of Rajya Sabha on 31st March 1964 and
renominated in 1966,

His important publications are: Urdu: Siasyat
(politics), 1924; Sultanul Hind Gharib Navaz
(biography of Khwaja Moinuddin Hasan Sanjari),
1930; tr. Tartib-e-Nuzul-auran (research) 1940;
Tartib-i-suvar-i-Quran-i-majid (Research on the
Qurany 1941; Pas-Mukhtasar Sirat Mohammad,
1951 and Muhammad-i-Arabi 1955 (both
biography); tr. Principles of Freedom by T.
Macswing, Lord Mayor of Cork 1925; ftr.
Bhagwad Gita, 1935; edited Bhagwad Gita in
Persian for Indian Council for Cultural Relations,
1958, tr. Japji Saheb with a life of Guru Nanak,
1961; wrote a Brief Life of Amir Khusro: edited
works of Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad for Sahitya
Akademi, 1958-62; also wrote books on Gandhi’s
concept of basic education.
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v Akbar (1556 — 1605)

Akbar was one of the great Mughal
rulers who unified India into a single
political power.

Jalal-ul-Din Muhammad Akbar was the full
name of the greatest of the Moghal emperors of
India. This grandson of Babur and son of
Humayaun ascended the throne in 1556 when he
was barely fourteen years of age. The affairs of
the state were managed by a more experienced
aristocrat named Bairam Khan. But Bairam Khan,_
-upon being dismissed a few years later, went out
of the kingdom to mount a rebellion against
Akbar. He did not succeed.

In his youth, Akbar was much interested in
variety of physical sports. Stories have been told
of his wild hunting partiés and of the fabulous
feastings that followed. But he was equally fond
of having legend and poetry read to him. Indeed,
though he could not read himself, he learned by
heart many religious poems. Illiteracy need not
necessarily mean ignorance or lack of taste.

Akbar considered himself a full Indian, not
just the grandson of an alien conqueror of India.
He appointed Hindus to high positions in his court
and government, and even took a Hindu, the
Rajput princess Jodha Bai, for his wife. He
respected Hindu taboos against beef and garlic
and repealed the taxes on piigrimages, imposed
by earlier Moslem rulers to punish idolaters and
as a device for promoting conversions. He was a
Moslem by birth, but he also took keen interest
in other religions. He encouraged the Parsi
practice of fire worship; and inspired by Jain
belief, became a vegetarian himself. His goal
seems to have been to make India a country
for all Indians, rather than for any particular faith
or sect.
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Jouraal of the Research Society of Pakistan

AKBAR THE FOUNDER OF MUGHAL PAINTING

The universal fame of the Mughal empire rests upon two facts
of historical significance. They are the glorious Taj Mahal and the
great masterpieces of Mughal painting. They have lent the Mughal
empire a lustre for all time to come. Since long, Mughal painting
has attracted universal attention on the part of art lovers, and several
scholars of the history of Mﬁghal art have attained a great reputa-
tion for their investigation and research in this field. Even a cursory
glance over the pages of art history reveals the undeniable fact that
if Humayun and Akbar had not been gifted by nature with an. aesthe-
tic taste and great love of art, the Mughal School of Painting would
never have come into existence.

Humayun and Akbar were highly talented descendants of the
House of Timur. A study of the cultural history of the dymasty
shows that they had inherited great talents from their forefathers,
and nature had been specifically generous to them in the field of
aesthetics and art appreciation, It is rare to find ina ruling bouse
such a long and uniterrupted tradition of aesthetics and love of fine
arfs.

This statement is supported by astudy of the entire record of
Mughal history from the days of Babur up to the times of Bahadur
Shah Zafar, the last Mughal ruler of Delhi. According to Ishtiag
Hussain Qureshi, ““the Mughal Empire has been called a Culture
State and Akbar was the founder of this quality of his emipre
as well'”

A French writer on Islamic Art remarks, “Rarely in history has
a sovereign possessed the theological and philosophical stature of
Akbar the Great who ruled over Mughal India from 1556 A. D to

1

[J.R.S.P. Vol. XX, No. 3, 1953) 3

was not interested in the growth of ari. By the time he laid the
foundation of his new capital at Fathpur Sikiri in 1569 A, D, he
felt satisfed with the settled condition of the kingdom and its polixi-
cal stability. The foundation of the ¢a pitul was a turning point for
a well-regulated patronage of fing arts?.  According to Abu’l Fazl
““His Majesty from his earliest youh has shown a preat predilection for
this art and gives it every encouragement, as he looks upon if a3 a means
of both study and amusement. Hence the Art floorishes... Most excellent
painlers are now to be found and masterpieces, worthy of Bilizad, may be
placad at the side of the wonderful works ol the European painters who

have attained world-wide fame... More than o hundred paiaters have become
famous masters of the art, whilst the number of those who approach

perfection, or of those who are middling, is very largeiy.”

Abu’l Fazl has provided a gelective list of the outstanding artists
who were working in the Royal Arelier. The list includes the names
of Mir Sayyid Ali, Khwaja Abdu’s Samad, Daswanth, Basawan,
Kesu, Lal, Mukund, Miskin, Farrukh the Qalmag, Madho, Jagan,
Mohesh, I hemkaran, Tara, Sawla, Haribas and Ram. Every his-
torian or scholar of Mughal painting frequently refers to this extract
from Abdu’) Fazl’s list of distinguished artists.

The personal interest and appreciation of Akbar in the art of
painting had played a leading role in the development and progress
of art, and a surprising oufcome Wwas the employment of more than

one hundred master painters in the Royal Atelier.

Akbar was a great explorer of artistic talent and he never missed
any opportunity for discovering the innate talent of the ordinary
workman about him. The discovery of Daswanth was a happy
instance of this constant watch for talent. Once he saw Daswanth,
the son of a palanquin bearer, busy in the child play of drawing on
the wall of the palace. He placed this young artist in the making as
an apprentice under Khwaja Abdu’s Samad. According 10
Abu’l Fazl, “in a short time he surpassed all painters, and became
the first master of the age2.”

In the days of Akbar, a work of art was u coopsrative effort by
a group of artists who had specialized in various aspecis of the
painting operation. Akbar had personally leacst the art of paiut-
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ROYAL ATELIER UNDER AKBAR

Laurence Binyon iu the opening chapter of his Dbook 'on Akbar
pays him & glowing tribute in thess words : ““Akbar’s achmvan?cnt.s
are transcended in interest by the man himself”!. His personality is
a rare combination of ability and intelligence but in spite of that he
did not learn to read and write, which was the great desire of his
father.

Although circumstances did not allow him to become a Schola'r,
yet he cannot be called unlearned. By the rich knowledge hé ac?qlfxr-
¢d from others through hearsay, he amassed an encyclopaedic 1nfor-
mation about every thing which concerned him and his kingdom. He
had a deep knowledge of the principles of arts and sciences and peld
discussions on reiigion, philosophy and logic every night ia his private
assembly, Talks on military campaigns and political conquests were
daily routice with him. With all tbis busy life of a ruler and an
administrator, no aspect of cultural and social hfe was left igoored,
unaffected or undeveloped by him, The establishment of the royal
library in itsell was a magnificent achicvement in the cultural aad
educational field, He left behind 24,000 volumes, Some of these
had been transcribed and illuminated by the most distinguished
artists and calligraphists of his age.?

Akbar had aitracted to his court a distinguished gathering of
architects und engineers, poets and scholars, musicians and calli-
graphists, painters and illuminators. In fact they lent such a glory
and spleadour to his reign that his period became the golden age of
the history of India. Quite a number of avis and c¢rafts blosso:ned
under the influence of his patronage but most of the ocutcome
lost its lustre on account of the depredatioas of time. In ths

31
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might have unconsciously inscribed the name of Humayun in
place of Akbar. Shahnawaz Khan writes :

“Though Akbar did not know fully the arts of reading and
writing, yet he occasionally composzd verses, and was versed in
history ; especially was he well acquainted with the history of India.
He was very foad of the story of Amir Hamza which contained 360
tales. So much so that he used to recite them like a story-teller
in the female apartments. He had the wonderful incidents of that
story illustrated from beginning to end of the book and set up

in twelve volumes. Fach volume contained one hundred folias,

and each folio was a cubit (zar‘) long. Each folio contained two

pictures and at the front of each pictule there was a description
delightfully written by Khwaja ‘Ata Ullah Munshi of Qazwia. Fifty
painters  were engaged, at first under the superintendence of
Nadiru-1-Mulk Humayunshahi Sayyid ‘Ali Judai of Tabriz, and
afterwards under the superintendence of Khwaja ‘Abdus-Samad
of Shiraz. No one has seen another such gem nor was there
anything equal to it in the establishment of any king.

At present
the book is in the Imperial Library.”+

But in view of the very technique of miniature painting, the
cooperation of other skillful assistants, especially the apprentices,

was an essentizl part of the painting process. Hence, there should
be hardly any hesitation in accepting the presence of an appropriate
number of assistants at this carly stage. Their number, might,

however be less than fifty. In due course of time. the number of
ariists engaged in Akbar's Adrelier exceeded ons hundred.

In short, the main development of Mughal art was accomplished
during the reign of Akbar, and art went throug

h various stages with
remarkable

speed. In this process of evolution, the two great

masters, Mir Sayyid Ali and Khwaja Abdus-Samad played ihe
role of pioneers,

Mir Sayyid Ali

According to Abul-Fazl, Mir Say

yid Ali was bora in the city of
Tabrizs ]

and had his preliminary education in his home town. He



AKBAR AND AURANGZEB—SYNCRETISM
AND SEPARATISM IN MUGHAL INDIA
A RE-EXAMINATION*

Akbar is one of the most famous characters in Indian
history and also one of the most complex. It is traditional
even today, in the North Indian countryside, to attribute to
him anything great or good, as anything unpopular tends
to be attributed to Aurangzeb.

{Spear, India, A Modern History, p. 128)

Akbar's governmental policy [sought] a closer identifi-
cation of Muslims with Hindus in one great commonwealth.

(Titus, Islam in India and Pakistan, p. 167)

The Emperor ... felt himself at liberty to proceed with
his plan for establishing that universal religion which he
foolishly dreamed of imposing on his whole Empire, under
the name of the Divine Religion or Divine Monotheism.
From that time he cannot be regarded as a Mushio.

(Smith, Akbar, the Great Mogul, p. 134)

The calculating statesman became a Muslim devotee, dis-
tributing benevelences and wise saws to the eventual detri-
ment of his authority, passing his nights reading the Koran
and retaining only his suspicions of his sons and his alert-
ness against intrigue.

(Spear, India, 4 Modern History, p. 143)

The above quotations are a sampling of views from several modern
textbooks of Indian history which deal with the Mughal period. They
show the prevailing characterizations of Akbar and Aurangzeb, which
may be summarized as follows: Akbar is the Great Mughal, the empire
builder, tolerant in religious matters to the point of apostasy, a charis-
matic leader idolized not only by generations of North Indian peasants,
but also by generations of historians. Aurangzeb, on the other hand,

* Editor’s Note. Three vears ago this quarterly published Prof. Jeseph Poli-
tella’s article, “Akbar: Warrior, Devotee and Mystic” (MW, LV1 [19667, 23-42).
Especially on the issues of the ¢fbadar Khdna, the Din-i Hahi and the mahzar
readers may wish to refer to this previous article as well. We {rust that the
differences in the spelling of personal names and in the transliteration system
will not cause any confusion.
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15 the crafty arch-villain of the Mughal period, whose narrow-minded
fanaticism was a major cause of the break-up of the Mughal Empire,
These characterizations comtain large measures of the truth, as well
as much over-simplification. It must be conceded, for example, that
Akbar is the more attractive figure to modern eyes, with his wide-
ranging interests, eclectic religious ideas, and sympathetic character.
In contrast, the austere {figure of Aurangzeb commands respect, but
not sympathy. The very manner in which he gained the throne inspires
dislike, even though it proves his undoubted organizational and mili-
tary ability.

Both Akbar and Aurangzeb were rulers of exceptional ability. They
are the giants in a dynasty which produced a remarkable succession of
greal men. But they both are complex personalities, and consequently
any brief character sketch tends to obseure almost as much as it por-
trays. H is necessary, therefore, to re-examine the textbook evaluation
of these two great Mughals, to try and gain a fuller picture of each
man, and of his age. Examination of the prevailing ideas of their times
is particularly necessary, for concentration upon the great men of any
period tends to portray the age in terms of the man. This is also a
form of over-simplification which hinders intelligent historical inter-
pretation.

Referring to the quotations, one may single out a number of points
for re-examination. First is the question of Akbar's religious belief.
Was he, or was he not, an apostate from Islam? Was his Din-i Jlahi
a new religion, meant for everyone in his realm, or was it merely a
heterodox brotherhood of his immediate associates? Second is the
question of the position of the Hindus and other non-Muslims in
Akbar’s political policy. Were his aims to secure the participation of
all religious communities in the government of the empire, as in “one
great commonwealth”? Or were his policies meant to reinforce the
autocratic position of the emperor himself?

Turning from Akbar to Aurangzeb, one must ask first: what was
the cause of the tremendous change in religious policy between the two
monarchs? Was it merely a difference in character, or were the roots
deeper? Secondiy, were Aurangzeb's religious policies a major cause
of Mughal decline, or were they only contributing factors in that
decline? If the latter, then how important a factor of decline were
these policies?

Akbar

The religious beliefs of Akbar have probably excited more contro-
versy than any other aspect of his extraordinary personality. The
modern accounts of his religious quest are about equally divided be-
tween those who fecl that he was an apostate from Islam, 1 and those

3 Vincent A. Smith, Akbar, the Great Mogul (Ox{ord, 1917), p. 134.
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Alibar I as Pretender : A Study in Anarchy'
By R. B. WHITEHEAD
(PLATE VI) - -

EBAR SHAH, son of the Mughal emperor Shah
A ‘Alurr;IT, was elevated to the throne of Delhi as
pretender cighteen years previous to his accession as Akbar I1,
and mouney was struck in his name.  The uddition of amo.tl'ler
elaimant to the dynastic list was communicated in a ]019c
paper by Mr. 8. H. Hodivala and myself, which appeared in
the Jowrnal of the dsiatic Society of Bengal for the year 192?,
and to which I invite reference. I had found a copper coin
of Ahmadabad mint bearing the name of Akbar Shah and
date ;a.u, 1203, which made me conjecture whether Ghulam
Qadir Khin, the “ unspeakable Rohilla”, raised another prince
to the Mughal throne after the puppet Bedar Bul_fl_\b
{a.m. 1202-3), who might or might not be identical Wfth
the Akbar Shah, eldest surviving son of Shah ‘Alam 11,
who succeeded: Lis father in the regular way as Akbar I
in the year am., 1221 (a.n. 1806).2 1 put the x.nuttcr
to Mr. Hodivala, a leading authority on Mughal history,
and his reply was that ‘it has not yet been possiple
to find an absolutely complete and satisfactory solution
of the problem connected with the Akbar Shah
coing of a.H, 1203, but there would seem to be fairly good
grounds for unswering the question in the affirmative”.
The fullest sccount of the transactions which led to the
deposition and blinding of Shiah ‘Alam II is in the ‘Ibratndmak
(Book of Warning) of Faqir Khairu-d-din Mubammad, b_ut.
this work closes soon after recounting the terrible cruelties
practised on the Kmperor Shah ‘Alam and his family byvthe
infamous Ghulam Qadir, whose atrocities the author describes

! Read at the Oriental Congress, Oxford, on 31st August, 1928, .
* Bodar Bakht, * of wakeful fortune.” He was & son of Alunad Shib

Buhadur, end grandson of Mubammad Shih.
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energy, weak of will, and infirm of Judgment, *“ the pageant
of cvery suceessful party,” soon had the mortification to
pereeive his anthority totally anuihiluted. Not only was the
capital helpless to defend itself against threats from outside ;
there was unceasing party violence within, owing to the
unrestrained dissensions and jealousies of the Mughal nobles.
The unfortunate emperor called upon Makratta aid, and
Madhava Rao Sindhia, Rajul of Gwalior, took possession
of Delhi in January, 1785. Sindhia’s resources were amply
sullicient to restore law and order, and to enforce respect
towards the emperor.

Towards the end of 1785 died Zabitah Khan, ruler of Saha-
ranpr; he was succeeded in his territories by his eldest
son Ghulam Qadir Xhan, “ o youth proud, eruel, and ferocious.
To him it was reserved to disgrace the house of Timoor, and
to add the last outrage to the miseries of a long and most
unfortunate reign ” (W.F., pp. 139, 140). The first act of
Ghulam Qidir Khan was to appear in open rebellion, and his
example was followed by the Rajub of Jaipur. Sindbin lost
& pitched battle in the year 1787, and the check was so Severe
that the Mahratta retived as fur ay Gwalior, where he awaited
reinforecements. A foree under Tsmail Beg, o leading Mughal
noble, siarted 1o reduee the fort of Agra which was still i
the hands of the Mahrattas.

These events deprived the emperor of his protector, and the
stage I8 now set for the ensuing tragedy.  Ghulam Qadir
Khan had arrived before Delhi with an armed force, and had
fired upon the palace from the opposite bank of the river
Jumna. There are lucid accounts in letters written to Warren
Hustings in Lngland, where he was undergoing his impeach-
ment, by his friends and correspondents in India.'  Major
William Paler, British agent with Sindhia, reports to Warren
Hastings by a letter dated Sindhia’s Camp near Gwalior,

P arren Hastings Papers, vol. xl, British Muscum Library, 1 am
indebted for this reference to tho kindnoess of My, 't (. P, Spear, St. Stephen’s
College, Dethic 1 have moderized the spelling of personal numes.



Shuja Alhag

SUF

The New World Order of
Akbar the Great:

Comparative Religion in
Medieval India: Akbar’s
‘House of Worship’

n the first part of this study it
was recorded how, in 1579,

following the Emperor Ak-
bar’s disillusionment with the Islamic
clergy, he had urged Shaykh Mubirak
(the father of Abu I-Fadl) to draft a
decree which excluded the ‘ulama’
from any exercise of authority in the
business of running the Mughal em-
pire. Behind this decree lay the notion
of the ‘just king’ (sultan-i ‘adil),
implying that the exercise of perfect
justice was the chief function of the
king. Akbar’s theory of kingship was
based upon this notion and was sug-
gested by Srivastava as having been
the outcome of a convergence of three
streamns of thought, the Muslim, the
Mughal and the Hindu, the latter being
the predominating influence.! Here, a
few words about this new concept of
Kingship are in order.

The ideal of the ‘just king’ has a
long history in Islam, most Muslim
caliphs and monarchs having cher-
ished pretensions of being the embod-
iment of that ideal. In India, it had
been Sultan Muhammad bin Tughlug
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Part I1

by Shuja Alhag

who openly expressed his desire to be
called the Sultan-i ‘adil.2 One should
also recall that according to the views
of the Mu‘tazilite theologians (Islamic
rationalists) ‘Justice’ was considered
to be the chief attribute of God. Thus,
since God was rational because he was
Just and not vice-versa, divine ‘ratio-
nality’ was held to be a virtual cor-
ollary to this chief attribute.

The same juxtaposition of justice
and rationality can also be found in the
decree of 1579 drawn up by Shaykh
Mubérak and Abu I-Fadl. The ‘just
king’ was necessarily obliged to make
‘reason’ the guiding light of the work
of governing his empire—the implica-
tion of this doctrine being that in a
land like India the king had to be of
Unitarian persuasion, or, to be more
precise, in order to be truly just, he
had to be beyond the common bias of
exclusive affiliation with any one re-
ligion.

This great leap of faith—from
outward Islam to secular ecumenical
Islam in the case of Akbar—was made
possible by his remarkable experience
in the House of Worship or ‘Ibadar-
khana, the first institution of its kind
in the Islamic world—and, in fact, in
the history of the entire medieval

Autumn 1994 (Lenden) 3257 3]

Profile of a Mystic Ruler

world—devoted exclusively to the
study of the science of comparative
religion. By participating with leaders
of different faiths in nocturnal gather-
ings, arguing the merits of opposing
creeds, not only did Muslim exoteric
orthodoxy lose its halo of sanctity, but
Akbar himself grew out of a narrow
sectarian mold and was enabled to
discover for himself the essential unity
in all the world’s religions. The “True
Man,” he was, thus, to observe, is “one
who makes Justice the guide of the
path of inquiry, and takes from every
sect what is consonant to reason” (Abil
1-Fadl 1873-94, I, p. 371). “The
essence of religion,” Abi 1-Fadl also
commented, “is the distribution of
Jjustice” (ibid., 11, p. 247). Akbar him-
self once pointed out to Todar Mal, his
celebrated finance minister, that the
best worship of all was looking after
the weak (Abu 1-Fadl 1972, 111, p.
567), a statement clearly reminiscent
of the Sufi saint Mu‘in al-Din Chishti’s
saying that the highest devotion to
God lay in redressing the misery of
those in distress and fulfilling the
needs of the helpless (Kirmani 1978,

p- 56).

In the theory of monarchy evolved
by Akbar and his advisor Abi I-Fadl
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A, Ruler and Werrior A

Sir George Dunbar divides Akbar's Jife nto three periods. The fn'st_
i« from his accession in 1557, then a boy under fifteen, to the ?all of
the Regent Bairam Khan in 1560. The second is called the perl.od of
“harem government”, when he was under the sway of the ladies ot
the court and unscrupulous ministers. The third dates from 1562 on-
wards, “when he established himself as the first truly national ruler
of India since the days of Asoka,” becoming “one of the greatest
sovereigns in history.” 1 ) .

Vincent Smith, whose biography of the emperor is far from being
complimentary or unprejudiced, yet has this to say:

“Te was a born king of men, with a rightful claim to rank as one
of the greatest sovereigns known to history. That claim rests se-
curely on the basis of his extraordinary natural gifts, his original

ideas, and his magnificent achievements.” 2

The Jesuits, at his court, who had little reason to pay him false

compliments, speak of him as “a great king”, “a prince b_elm'ed of
all; firm with the great, kind to those of low estate, and )uit to' al']'
men high or low, neighber or stranger, Christian, Saracen or .(Jﬂ'ltllﬁ.
Father Monserrate, the Jesuif, who was invited to Akbar s court,
speaks with admiration of his strength and courage, his noble mien and
great dignity, and one who was majestic even in wrath. 3. '
" Dr. M. L. Roy Choudhury speaks about the new material which has
recently come to hand to help us interpret the Moghul period and see
it in a new light; new slants on the emperor’s life let us see more truly
the outer and inner man. ¢ Hitherto the life of the great Moghul has
been seen largely through the jaundiced eyes of Mulla Badaoni, fvhosc
work, Tarikh-i-Badaoni, which records events up to I 506, contains so
much hostile criticism, representing the Sunni Muslim point of view,
that it had to be suppressed during Akbar’s life time. And its patent
lies drew upon it the anger of Jehangir who ordered Badaoni's son to
be imprisoned and his property to be confiscated. &

1 History of India, London, Nicholson and V\:’atson, Lid., 1949, Vol. _I. p. 177,
also, Sir Wolseley Haig in The Cambridge History of India, Cambridge, The
Ini ity Press, 1937, D. 74-5-

gi‘;?bl;}r, the Cr'rc?ctjf7 A'lf)ogz;id? 1542-1605, Oxford_ Clarendon Press, 2nd ed.,
rev. 1919, p. 353. On the extent of Smith's»pre'judltes and inaccuracies, see Dr.
M. L. Roy Choudhury, The State and Religion in ngh}d Ineita, Calcutta, Indlan
Publicity Society, 1951, p. 13 and passim, and his Dm—t-lfﬂfll or the Religion of
Akbar, Calcutta, Das Gupta and Co., Ltd, 1952, pp. XXXil-XXXV and passim.

3 4kbar and the Jesuits, pp. 205, 206, quoted by Sir Wolseley Haig. Cambridge
History of India, Vol. TV, 154-5; p. 155. -

4 The State and Religion in Moghw! India, p. 91f

5 Din-i-Ilahi, p. 175.
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managed to gel a secure foothold in India because of Hindo and Mas-
lim enemies. Babur and Hamayun, Akbar's father and grandfather
were always in the saddle, waging wars of defense and offense, and
had little opportanity to establish a civil administration. Throughowt
the PPathan period, the Rajput chiefs had been the main opposition o
any plans for conquest. Akbar's friendly relations with the Rajputs
began. with his marrying the daughter of Raja Behart Mall a step
which affected significantly his future policy. Though Akbar's motives
are variously mterpreted by friend and foe. the emperor sought
mitke 1t known that past rivalries were forgotten, and his subjects were
to be regarded as one people.

B. Akbar the Devotee

The principal difficulty in understanding and judging emperor Akbar
comes from our failure to appreciate that he grew m stature all the
time, and that he set about establishing an empire surrounded by ene-
mies, oftentimes even of his own household; he had the additional
handicap of having inherited a cultural and religious tradition mflexible
and unyielding, allowing for no other truth but its own.

Dr. Choudhury points out the complexity of factors which helped 10
predispose Akbar's religious background and outlook; 12 The blood
and fire of Jenghiz-Khan and Timurlane ran in his veins, A Sunni
by birth, he was born in the house of a Hindu Raja in Sind. 13 His
carly life he spent in the home of his uncle Kamran in Afghamstan.
\When he was restored to his father, he was placed under Persian
teachers and assimilated the breadth and the liberality of Persian cul-
ture. It was then that he committed to memory, among other things,
the Diwan of Hafiz and Saadi’s Gulistan, also some Sufi teaching
which were to bear fruit later. Under the guardianship of Bairam
Khan, which came later, he came under such Shiah teachers as Shaikh
‘Abdul Latif and Sadr al-Sudur, Shaikh Gadai; the Shi‘ah tendencies
then absorbed were later to be effaced by 'Abdu'l Nabi. the staunch
Sunni of the realm. Appreciating these influences help one to under-
stand how the emperor could later be so cosmopolitan in outlook and
without the rigid orthodoxy which was expected of him.

Until the age of thirty-three Akbar was known as a practising Sunni;
he was regular in his devotions and in saving his daily prayers; he
went on pilgrimage to his favourite shrine at Ajmer and built new
mosques. Ritual and religious ceremonial meant much to his subjects,
and he as a father of his people felt duty bound to accord such things
equal respect. Modern historians, however, find it difficult to reconcile

32 The State and Religion in Moghw! India, pp. 188 {f.; Dunbar, History of
India, vol. T, p. 1Bg.
13 fbid, p. 188,
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baggage. These limits are unbreakable: they apply even
in the event of willful misconduct. For the carriage of
passengers, the Guatemala City Protoeol further lays
down rules on possible supplementary compensation
schemes and periodic increases of the new limit. The
rules concerning documents of carriage, which can have
important effects on the ecarrier’s liability, were sub-
stantially modified at The Hague and again at Guate-
mala City.

Third parties on the surface. While aircraft may fly
over private lands in normal flight, most national laws
protect the landowner against excessively low flights and
other undue interference with his possession and use of
land, such as the performance of aerobatics and buzzing.
In addition, normally, every systemm of national law
allows third parties on the surface (of the earth) 1o re-

cover for damage done by am aircraft in flight, or by

persons and things in or falling from it, though in some
countries there are limits to the amount recoverable.
Some national laws base liability on fault. The majority,
however, hold the owner or the operator of the aircraft
absolutely liable for any damage caused. Insurance
against third-party liability is compulsory in many states.
In 1933 a convention was concluded in Rome on surface
damage caused by foreign aircraft. This was supple-
mented by the 1938 Brussels Insurance Protocol. Both
have since been superseded by the 1952 Rome Conven-
tion on the same subject. The convention applies only
to surface damage caused in a contracting state by air-
craft registered in another contracting state. It accepts
the principle of absolute liability, subject to the exception
of contributory negligence, providing however that
there shall be no right to compensation . . . if ‘the damage
results from the mere fact of passage of the aircraft through
the airspace in conformity with existing air traffic regula-
tions,

The convention makes the operator of the aircraft liable.
The main raison d'étre of the convention is said to be
its scheme of compulsory insurance; in return, the
liability of the operator is limited according to the weight
of the aircraft, unless the damage is caused by a deliber-
ate act of the operator, his servants, or agents, done with
intent to cause damage. An unauthorized user of the air-
craft also incurs unlimited liability. Actions to recover
compensation may be brought only in the state in which
‘the damage occurred. An important element in the con-
vention is that judgments rendered under it are enforce-
able in all other contracting states. The convention came
into force in 1958, but the number of states accepting it
is not very high. The wording of Article 1(1) of the con-
vention quoted above gives rise to doubt whether damage
resulting from sonic booms is covered. In view of the
treatment accorded to passengers by the Guatemala City
}?rotocol, a revised convention establishing absolute, un-
limited, and adequately secured liability for all damage
caused by aircraft to third parties on the surface would
seem indicated.

THE INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION

Under the 1919 Paris Convention, an International Com-
mission for Aerial Navigation (ICAN, or CINA) Was created
with headquarters in Paris. In 1937 an Inter-American
Technical Aviation Conference decided on the creation
of a Permanent American Aeronautical Commission
(capa). Both were superseded by the establishment in

1947 of the International Civil Aviation QOrganization
(1cao) under the 1944 Chicago Convention. The Soviet
quon joined in 1970, making 1cA0 membership almost
universal.

ICA0 is a specialized agency affiliated to the United
Nations, with headquarters in Montreal. It has a plenary
Assembly, which holds the budgetary power; a perma-
Dent Council elected triennially, which, among other
things, adopts the Annexes to the Convention; an Air
Navigation Commission; an Air Transport Committee;
and a plenary Legal Committee, which discusses matiers
of air law of common interest to members and prepares
draft conventions for their consideration and acceptance,

One of the most important functions of 1CA0 is the prep-

aration and periodical revision of international standards
and recommended practices relating to civil aviation. It
has done much to standardize aeronautical regulations
throughout the world. Among other functions of icao
may be mentioned those in connection with joint support
programs among members for financing air navigation
facilities and its technical assistance program. The icao
Council, under the Chicage Convention, may also func-
tion as either a conciliation body or a judicial organ in
disputes between members.

BIBLIOGRAPHY. The most recent and comprehensive gen-
eral work covering both international and English air law is
Shawcross and Beaumont on Air Law, 3rd ed. by ».B. KEENAN,
A. LESTER, and P. MARTIN, 2 vol. (1966), with its supplements.
An introductory work for the student is G.A. SEABROOKE, Air
Law (1964). a.p. McNAIR, The Law of the Air, 3rd ed. (1964);
and P.C. NATHAN and A.R. BARROWCLOUGH, “Civil Aviation,” in

"Halsbury’s Laws of England; 3rd ed:; vol™5, pp. 1~248 (1953);— =

both deal with the subject from the standpoint of English law.
For the United States, see A.J. MATHES and T. MATTERN,
Manual of Aviation Law (1952), a booklet that commends
itself by its scope and brevity. Much more elaborate are F. D
BILLYOU, Air Law, 2nd ed. (1964); and .w. FIxeL, The Law
of Aviation (1967). ROBERT R. WRIGHT, The Law of Airspace

(1968), is on private rights and is not limited to air law,
while D.H.N. JOHNSON, Rights in Air Space (1965), deals pri-
marily with international law and is especially useful for its
treatment of the historical evolution of the subject and the
rules of air warfare. On the Chicago Convention, on ICAO,
and on multilateral and bilateral agreemenis governing
the operation of - international nonscheduled flights and
scheduled air services, see B. CHENG. The Law of International
Air Transport (1962). H. DRION, Limitation of Liabilities in
International Air Law (1954), a standard work, deals with
both the Warsaw Convention and the Rome Convention. B.
CHENG, “The Law of ‘International’ and ‘Non-international’
Carriage by Air,' The Law Society’s Gazette (1963-64),
covers the Warsaw Convention, the Hague Protocol, and the
Guadalajara Convention. A.F. LOWENFELD and AJ. MENDEL-
soHN, “The United States and the Warsaw Convention,” Har-
vard Law Review, 80:497-602 (1967}, is a more or less offi-
cial apologia for absolute liability and the Montreal agree-
ment. These were also the subject of two symposia: Journal
of the Royal Aeronautical Society (1967); and “Symposium
on the Warsaw Convention as Modified by the Montreal
Agreement,” Journal of Air Law and Commerce, 33:519=-726
(1967). T. BUERGENTHAL, Law-Making in the International
Civil Aviation Organization (1969); and J. SCHENKMAN, In-
ternational Civil Aviation Organization (1955), are both
works of great scholarly merit. U.S. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS,
LAW LIBRARY, Air Laws and Treaties of the World, 3 vol.
(1965), for the use of the Senate Committee on Commerce,
is a mine of information. D.A. COOPER (ed. and trans.}, The
Air Code of the U.SS.R. (1966; orig. pub. in Russian, 1961),
has useful notes and explanatory comments.

Air law is a dynamic subject, and much of its literature is
found in periodicals, of which may be mentioned: Aeronau-
tical Journal (London); Current Legal Problems (London);
ICAO Bulietin (Montreal); International Law Association
Reports (London); Journal of Air Law and Commerce
(Dallas); and the Yearbook of Air and Space Law (Mon-
treal).

(BLC.)

Akbar

Akbar, the greatest of the Mughal emperors of India,
extended Mughal power throughout northern India and
into the Deccan and established an elaborate adminis-
trative service on military lines, in which the highest
posts were open to Hindus as well as Muslims. Although
he never renounced Islim, he took an active interest in
other religions, persuading Hindus, Parsis, and Chris-
tians, as well as Muslims, to engage in religious discus-
sion before him. Illiterate himself, he encouraged scho-
lars, poets, painters, and musicians, making his court a
centre of culture.

Early life. Abt-ul-Fath Jalal-ud-Din Muhammad Ak-
bar was born at Umarkot, Sind, on October 15, 1542;
he was descended from Turks, Mongols, and Iranians—
the three peoples who predominated in the political elites
of northern India in medieval times. Among his ancestors
were Timur (Tamerlane) and Genghis Khan. His father,
Humayin, driven from his capital of Delhi by the Af-
ghan usurper Shér Shah Siir, was vainly trying to estab-

Akbar 399
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through these Saiva texts, but the author gives
us no fewer than ten verses that 'mention
Ramdyana-sites  (her  anthology-numbers
115-20, ali from’ poems by Tirufiinacampantar
or Appar.). Conversely, one might wxsh_ that
more space had been devoted to * Talapuranam:
local legends” than is the case (poems-104-26),
As it is, these include the Ramayapa-allusions
just noted. The Site-legends or Talapurdanam are
intrinsic to the sacred geography of Tamilnadu
that is bound up with pilgrimage. Properly to
appreciate this requires (hat one reads - this
group (poems 104-26) in conjunction with:her
* Sacred landscapes’ (poems 74-84;.pp. 162-79)
and the useful—though by no means exhaustive
—Appendix D (pp. 343-8), * Major - Puranic
myths of Siva in the Tevaram”.

This monumental work is concluded by a
valuable glossary, bibliography, index of poems
and general index. The standard of its printing
and production is beyond praise, and’1 detected
no lilerals’. The half-tone plates (between
pp-208 and [209]) are very -good. -An
ungenerous eyebrow might be raised: at the
inclusion of the guide to Tamil pronunciation
(pp. xv—=xvi). Like the pan-list-already referred
to, it does not really help along a work of this
kind which, in its stated purpose, is so outstand-
ingly successful. It will be a long time before
early Tamil literature is again made so 1o Jive
and breathe in another tongue. :

JOHN R. MARR

KAREL WERNER (ed.): Symbols in art
and religion: the Indian and the com-
parative  perspectives.  (Durham
Indological ~ Series, mno.2.) xii,
221 pp. Durham: School of Oriental

Studies, University of Durham;
London: Curzon = Press, - 1990.
£14.50.

This second volume in the * Durham Indolo-
gical Series’, arises out of the last of the seven
symposia on Indian religions so far convened by
its editor, Karel Werner. 1n the preface Dr.
Werner summarizes the contents of €ach of the
following papers contributed by ten.scbolars,
including the edilor himsell. The first, * Symbols
and religious language’ (pp. 1-13), by Glyn
Richards, is intended as an introduction to the
subject matier of the volume. Richards attempts
Lo establish a suitable definition for the meaning
of the word *symbol’ and considers various
scholarly views on the characteristics of sym-
bols. He then turns his attention to religious
symbolism in particular and examines - the
theory of the symbolic nature of religious langu-
age. His conclusion is that symbols constitute
the language of religion and should therefore be
approached as a form of lar}guage.y

In* The symbolism of Indian art” (pp. 14-26)
Philip Rawson analyses a series of basic sym-
bols such as the lotus, the mountain; fqrulxzmg
walers, orgunic juice as energy, sex, the inverted
tree, descent and ascent through tiers, speech
and the alphabet, especially in relation to the
Hindu temple, the Buddhist stiipa (of which he
describes the evolution), the Goddess, and the
yogin’s body.

The editor’s paper, * Symbolism in the Vedas
and . its- conceptualization” (pp.27-45), goes
back o the iidea of a supra-mundane origin
claimed by - some - religions, a claim that
historians of religions should also endeavour 1o
interpret. "He ~then proceeds -to muke a re-
appraisal-of Aditi on-the premise that the idea
of “infinity ’ and other notions assocnalc::d with
her image derived from the ancient seers” mysti-
cal “expericnces. He suggests that Indologists
have only partially understood the importance
of the'role of that-Vedic goddess. Werner also
re-dassesses the medning of the role of” Adili’s
foremost son, Varuna. He further analyses u
Vedic hymn which ‘may be understood as a
symbolic reconstruction of the ancient idea of a
primordial-manifest ‘oneness, as symbolized by
Aditi, and of the manifested cosmos that was
born of her, as represented by Varuna. )

In “Origins of form and structure in
monumental art’ (pp.46-67), John Irwin
briefly sums up the development and methods
underlying his fifty years of research on the
meaning of the cosmic pillar, with particular
reference to the so-called Asokan pillars, and of
the sacred tumulus, with particular reference to
the Buddhist stiipa. He points out that such
monuments are conceived as being * the navel of
the earth”, that is, as marking the spot where
heaven and earth were mythically separated and

- the world came into being. Both this paper and

the preceding one point (o the need for a re-
assessment that breaks away from nineteenth-
century  positivist  bias and  evolutionist
thinking. ]

Peter Harvey’s paper, * Venerated ob}egts and

symbols - of early Buddhism’ (pp. 68-102),
analyses the evolution of early Buddhist sym-
bols from their Hindu cultural context. Dealing
in succession with relics, sacred trees and Bodhi-
trees, Buddha-footprints, the lotus, the vase of
plenty, and the dharmacakra, the author eventu-
ally - shows how all these symbols are
incorporated in the stiipa, conceived us true
symbol-system. ln fact over half of Hurvey’s
paper concentrales upon the early meaning and
symbolism of the stipa. Whereas Irwin views
the stiipa as a representation of the creation of
the universe, with its axis founded on the walers
and rising through the earth to connect them
with ‘heaven, Harvey prefers to see it as an
esséntially doctrinal symbol referring not only
to the Buddha’s parinirvapa, but also to the
latter’s enlightened mind, anq to the unshake-
ubility of the dharma and its lollowers. He
further views it as a symbol for Mount Meru,
with the axis and dome representing the world
of gods and men.

In * Predestiny and evil in Hindu mythology:
an inquiry into the symbolism ol the Vena-
Prthu legend” (pp. 103-28), Jeanine Mlller’ deals
with the two parallel situations of Yama’s evil
son, King Vena, and the latter’s own good son,
Prthu, in the light of the Hindu doctrine of
karma and of Jungian psychology. After delving
into the meaning of their symbolic value, she
comes 1o the conclusion that both situations
imply the necessity for divine iplcrvem'x(')n,
namely, grace, to stop evil and achieve positive
integration within onesell'and with the universe.

*Aspects of the symbolism of fire
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(pp- 129-43), by David Smith, examines this
symbolism in a ninth-century Sanskrit court
epic, Ratnakara’s Haravijaya, which deals with
the destruction of Andhaka, a demon born of
Siva’s sweat. The manifold symbolism of fire
throughout the poem is refated back to general
fire symbolism in Hinduism. The usually nega-
tive connotations of fire in the poem are con-
trasted with its positive and sacred role both in
ancient Vedic esolericism and in popular sym-
bolism in India.

In *Weupons as symbols in Hindu art®
(pp. 144-70), Valerie Roebuck examines the
role of weapons in Hindu art and the kinds of
meanings they carry, with particular referonce
to Visnu, Siva and Durgi-in her wrathful
manifestation as Mahisasuramardini. Roebuck
concludes that while in Hindu art weapons may
feature in a variety of ways, it is always in
connexion with the gods™ power to overcome
evil and to protect good, mythologically expres-
sed as the power to kill demons. In some cases
their warlike character seems to-become second-
ary and they may be personified as attendants
and even independent gods. In other cases their
representation is merely intended o give a
general impression of the warlike power of the
gods and may even not rely on traditional
iconography. In such instances actual weapons
used at different historical periods may be
represented.

Jonathan Sutton’s paper, * Meaning and sym-
bolism in the work of Ananda Coomaraswamy ’
(pp- 171-90), traces the general process of
thought that led Coomaraswamy to insist on
the need for scrupulous study of, and then
adherence to, tradilional symbolism. In particu-
lar, Sutton attempts to illustrate Cooma-
raswamy’s recognition of the decisive function
that symbols fulfil within any authentic reli-
gious fradition through an examination of the
Rajasiiya ceremony as explained in the latter’s
work, Spiritual authority and temporal power in
the Indian theory of government.

In the last paper, ‘ The possibility of symbol-
ism in Indian religions, David Bastow sketches
a theory about the possibility of symbolism in
general. He makes a distinction between * super-
ficial * symbols, such as similes, or merely doc-
trinal symbols, and *deep ” symbols, which are
ontologically related to what is to be sym-
bolized. After defining a symbol as a sign which
is semantically non-arbitrary, he proceeds to
underline its primary role as a bridge between
the believer und the focus of religion. Bastow
finally explores how this role of mediation
works in Indian religions by referring to
examples of symbolism provided by the other
contributors to the volume.

Just as the editor's opening review of the
papers and Glyn Richard’s introductory essay
on symbols and religious language served to
place these contributions in context, so David
Bastow’s reference back (o the papers in the
light of his theory of symbols draws together
and concludes this stimulating collection of

essays. This kind of internal cross-referencing,
in addition to the common central theme, gives
the volume u cohesiveness often lacking in
similar collections of papers.

A glossary of Sanskrit terms is conveniently

placed at the end of the volume (pp- 205-17),
followed by a list of the contributors, and by a
note on the papers and acknowledgements.

ERBERTO F. LO BUE

S. M. BURKE: Akbdr: the greatest
Mogul. xi, 249 pp. New Delhi:
Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers
Pvt. Ltd., 1989. Rs. 250.

K. A, Nizame: dkbai and religion,
(IAD  Oriental {(Original) Series,
no.33) [x], 470pp., 10 plates.
Delhi: Idarah-i Adabiyat-i Delhi,
1989. Rs. 350.

The 19805 saw a renewal of interest in the
reign of the Mughal emperor Akbar, notably
among North American scholars, and as publi-
cation of these two books shows. also among
South Asian authors. What then is new in this
well-worked field? S. M. Burke, with no preten-
sions “to original scholarship is merely re-
iterating, four decades afler Partition, the view
that Akbar’s reign was a golden age of religious
toleration and freedom, comparing favourably,
he argues, with contemporary Elizabethan
England, or indeed with the preceding centurics
of Muslim rule in India. K. A. Nizami, as befits
a former head of the History Department at
Aligarh University, with a lifetime of important
studies of medieval Indian Islam behind him, is
claiming much more. His is, he says, an exercise
in " psycho-history’, achieved by placing
Akbar’s religious behaviour in the context ol
the " socio-political situation of the times . If
this  sounds innovative, the result falls
somewhat short of the declared aim.

While Burke's very favourable view of Akbar
is immediately apparent from his title (though
the comparative dimension implicil in the title is
absent), Nizami's extremely critical conclusions
will be no surprise 1o any reader familiar with
his other contributions to this field. For Akbar,
in his view, abandoned the balance established
in the eru of the Delhi Sultanate’s *secular
polity’, o pursue a course culminating in the
ascription to himself of prophelic, if not divine,
powers, which in the end proved counter-
productive 1o his own objeclives: lor ° this
scarch for religious and spiritual leadership
created religious tensions and undermined the
impact of his lofty political ideals and achieve-
ments. As a result, the secular tradition in India
received a serious set-back.” The gull’ between
these two viewpoints will never be bridged, and
the tools of psycho-history might well be
applicd, with a much fuller database, to under-
standing the reasons why these two clder
statesmen both write as they do. More to the

point here is to determine whether, within the
circumscribed limits of cach particular view of
the medieval Indian past, these siudies either
break new ground, or might be put 1o any new
uses,

Burke’s view that Akbar was * in a cluss of his
own’ as a ruler, because of his inculcation of 4
new eru ol religious toleration stemming from
his own personal siiT stance, certainly does not
do the first. For by consciously setling us his
parameters the historiographical (radition of,
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The Emperor of the time, the Khalif of the age, Jalal-ud-din 8 |

Muhammad Akbar Padshah (may he ever be firmly seated! on the
throne of the Khalifate and the seat of clemency!) with the approval
of Bairam Khan, the Khan Kha‘,nﬁn, began tov honour and adorn the
throne of the Sultanate, under an auspicious star, “on Friday the
Znd of the month Rabi‘ul-avval, in the year nine hundred and sixty-
three {063) in the garden of Kalanor®*—which, to this day, they have
not yet finished laying out. Then he sent messages of conciliation
and courtesy to the Amirs of the frontier, so that the Khutbah® was
read also at Dihli. And they composed this hemistich, as giving the
date: © More noble than all princes he.’* | '
They composed also the following distich :—

‘ Jalal-ud- din Muhammad Akbar, that prince of the age,
‘At the date of [the death of] father said : Prince of the age am 1.4

And another [mnemosynon] they found [for the date] :
‘The granter-of desires.™ Then the world began to blossom like a
rose-garden, and pitiless Fate, binding up those wounds, said :—

! The word in the text means ‘ ambushed’; bu* transpose the k and the m
atd read mutamakkin ¢ established.’

2 A dependency of Lahore.” The year is 1656 A.D.; as for the month, see
Elliot, V. 247. -

5 A form of praise and prayer consisting of four parts: (1) The praise of God,
(2) of Muhammad and his twelve descendaunts, (3) of royalty, (4) praise of, and
prayer for the reigning sovereign. The mention of the Emperor’s name in the
Khutbal constitutes a legal proclamation of his accession to the throne, See
IMﬁ:to s Court of Persia, 160-1.

+ The sum of the numerical values of the letters of each of these threec expres-

8ions, in the original Persian, gives the date 963 A.H.

1
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24 LAHORE : HISTORICAL.

Mahomed In the years 1535 A.D, Mahomed Zamén Mirza,* after bis de~
{T‘:;‘emgif: feat at Mandstr, having made a diverson on the side of the Panjély
Lahore, 1535, Jaid siege to Lahore.. Kamrin Mirza, however, returned in time
but retires. . . s from his expedition of Candahér, and Zemén Mirza

retired precipitately to Gujrat.

The per- tWhen the conflict  between Humayin and Sher. Shéh Sdr,
fidious con- Afchan broke out, Humeyan with his brothers Hindal and Askeri
?:;gn?dm sought refuge at Lahore; but the perfidy of his brother Kémrén,

who had made peace with Sher Shéh by ceding Panjéb to that
monarch, compelled him to quit Lahore with the Imperial family.
He and the Mirza crossed the Ravi on 3lst October 1540. The
! Mirza separated from the Emperor near Hazara, and His Majesty
oo i had pursued the Emperor from
jabocou- proceeded to Scindh. Sher Shah, who had:p s P
g‘idé}f SS Ef.r' Agra, through the Panjéb, laid the foundations of 8 new Rohtas,
Afghin, 1540, 514 having appointed his able general, Khawas Khén, Viceroy of
the provance, veturned to Agra. ' ,

His benevo- Sher Shéh was an enlightened and magnificent monarch.

lentschemes. From his commanding position on the frontier and his possession
of the great mercantile cities of Peshawar and Lahore, he dfevelop-
ed the trade of the Panjib with the countries of ant’ral Asia and
Northern China. He connected the cities of Multén and Lahore by
a road and planted fruit trees to refresh the weary traveller from
Death of Bengal to Nildb, a branch of the Indus, for a distance of 1,500

Sher Shih, jiles. Sher Shéh, on attaining power, made special provision for

1 the employment of his countrymen from Roh.t This marvellous

man died by the bursting of & shell, at the’ si.ege of Kalinjar, oz
May 22nd, 1545. Taken to bis tent, he s‘urvwed for two days, in
+Teat agony, but conscious and contemplating future events, thua
Ao'mg his duty to the last. Sher Skéh, on his death-bed, regretted
that he had not razed the city of Lahore to the ground. Hfa had
long meditated the entire destruction of the city ;  for,” Fmd he,
s guch a large city should not exist on the very road of an mvade.r,‘
who, immediately after capturing it on his arrival, could collect his
supplies and organise his resources there.” He ‘repented also not

And immediately after this e spoke the following verse c:rtempori. Ll

= )W)S)W\QA .E.:J)\Z\)S MW&\?M),%P)’) { > 9
8 \.\’l tever I receive at thy hands is kindness, .

Be 11a£ :t‘xe arrow of oppression of the dagger of cruelty.

# He was grandson_of the famous Sultdn Husein Mirza, of Khorasfn. After

bis father’s kingdom had passed into the hands of the U_zbeks(,)he l’x}l(}5 l;ebség,idd:; ;l}::
Courtt of Baber, with whom he wasa particular fa\:ounte. kx‘xe[g e il
ters was married to him, Compare Baber’s Memoirs by Erskingzn

Tawerikh: i fehanssettled in large nom-
i idee of the Sulemén mountains. The Afghanss -
bers-i;nht:\seal;;rgsn‘; of Bijwara and were handsomely provided for by the Em

peror.—T'artkh-¢-Sher Shdhs,

His death-
bed regret.

|
|
i
|
I i
‘ ‘ ‘ |
|
o
I

AKBAR. = | S ﬂ:zj

having had time to plant his tribesmen from the hills of Roh on

 the tract between Nilgb and Lahore, to watch the gttempts of the‘.f‘_ ’ coll

Moghals on the Panjéb.

HuméyGn, after an exile of fourteen years, crossed the Indus, un-l |
opposed, on 2nd of January 1555, Sekandar Shih, the Afghéin Gover- |
nor of Lahore, had carried away the army of the Panjéb to Delhi, so
that the province was-left without any troops for iis defence,
HumiyGn marched to Lahore, which was abandoned on his a.pf

proach, and, entering it on 24th FebruaryL was received with every,

if

demonstration of joy by the inhabitants.* Having appoiunted Farha{ ;
Khin, Shalkddr (Governor) of Lahore, |Babhds Khan, Foujdar, Lahore i

* .
Mirza Shih Sultdén, Amir and Mehtar, and| Jouhar Treasurer for the the hands of

I r Huomédy i o
Suba of the Panjsb, His Majesty marched for Sirhand.t 1555, 1 L

Akbar—On the death of his father at Delbi in 1556 A.D, | | |

Alkbar, then only thirteen years and four months old, ascended the |
throne at Kalanor} in the Panjib, where he was then encamped to Akbars

" coronation a ¢

prosecute a war with Sekandar Shah Sir, under the tutelage of the Kalagor.
famous (General and Minister Behram XKhan., Here the Khutba ‘

was proclaimed from the pulpit. The first event of importance |

which took place at Lahore after the accession of the Emperor,was . = ;f :
the capture of Shah Abul Ma’4li, Governor of Lahore, in the time of Shih' Abul

Huméyin, and an Amir of the first rank, who had shown a dis- Mol
position to rebel.§ He was seized and made over to Pahalwan
Kalgaz, the Kotwal, or chief Police officer, of Lahore, but he man-
aged to effect his escape from custody, and, collecting an army, in-
vaded Kashmir. The Kctwal, feeling ashamed of the disgrace to
which he was likely to be subjected by the imperial governmen,
committed suicide. ! |

The Emperor, having heard of the defeat of his General,
Khizr Khén, within twenty koss of the &apita.l of the Panjdb, ar-
rived at Lahore during the second year of his reign, and remained

& Erskine,

+ Akbarndma p. 23, Vol L :

+ Kalanor was at that time an important town of the district of Lahore. It
is now a town in the Gurd4spur district. After the coronatiomof Akbar at Kala-
nor, spacious palaces and edifices were buils there by His Majesty’s command, in
commemoration of the event. WWhen Abdul Qidir, Baddoni, the well-known his-
torian of Akbar, wrote his history, these edifices were in course of construction,
vide Bluntakhib-ul-Tawarikh, Book III. Some of these existed down to the British
period, but were mercilessly destroyed for the sake of their bricks. What now
exists is a platform of packa masonry marking the place where Akbar had been

raised to the throne of Hindustdn by his Omerahs, Around this sre cultivated
lands of Zaminddras.

§ He waa a Saiyad of high family, and was a native of Kishghar. fHe was

noted for his valour and the symmetry of his limbs. Humdyin had honored
him with the title of Farzand {sop), .
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Adam Ghakkar who had made over Kamran to Humayin ;

that they saw two rhinoceroses, an event which makes one
wonder whether there still remained a part of the ancient
lake of the plain of Peshawar fo serve as habitat for the
huge and now vanished beasts ; and that they crossed the
meany-memoried Khaibar.

In Kabul the admiral saw Humayun’s two gsons
Muhammad Hakim and Farrukh-fal,” who were born u;
the same month of 1553, one being the child of Mah-
chuchak and the other of Khinish agha Khwarizmi, This
statement is a surprise, because Bayazid says that Farrukh
died within a few days of birth. The admiral’s informadtion
suggests an error in Bayazid's MS.

Sidi Ali found Kabul beeutiful and speaks of its snowy
girdle, its gardens and its runnin g water. Hetraced pleasnre
snd merriment and feasting evervwhere, and even ingtituted °
comparison between it and Paradise to the disadvantage of
the latter. But he had no time for frivolities,” and thought
only of hurrying home. He saw Mu'nim Khin in the city,
and being told by him that he could not cross the passes,
observed that men had overcome mountains, and under the
care of a local guide whose Lome was on the rosd, acecom-
plished the feat with Iabour and safely. He took the road
to Taligan and there saw our well-known friends, Sulaiman
and Ibrahim, but he is silent as to Haram. Here, too, he
wrote and offered his ghazel, and was both welcomed and
speeded. In Tiligin we must leave him who has been )
welcome new figure amongst familiar actors.

Secrion II1.—UNDER AxBag.

Protected by the capable mexiwivho«upheld Akbar, the
royal ladies had not again to flee befors foes or to saffer
violent change of fortune. Humayin had planied their
journey from Kabul to Indis. Akbar more than once in
his first year of rule had to cancel the orders he had given
to effect it. Three military affairs disturbed the plan,—the
suppression of the rovolt of Abwl-ma'ali, the operations

57

against Sikandar Afyhan, and the encounter with Himd ab
Panipat. At length amirs were named to escort the ladies
from Kabul. The officers set out, but on their march
received orders to act first against Sulaimin Mirza, who,
on hearing of Humayin's death, had come over from
Badakhshin to besiege Kabul. This was the first of a
series of his attempts on the city, to which he laid fanciful
claim as head of the house of Timiir after Humdayin. The
approach of the imperial troops broke up his siege, and his
claim having been accommodated by reading his name
once in the khutba at Kabul, he went home and left the
ladies free to start. .

They made their journey in time to arrive during the
first quarter of 1557 near where lay the royal camp, ab
Mankot, in the western Sewiliks. The Emperor came a
stage from it to meet them, and was ‘much comforted by
the reunion.” With Hamida-band Begam, to whom, as
Empress-mother, the chief place must be assigned, were
Gul-badan, Gul-chibra, Haji, and Salima Begams. There
was also a large company of officers’ wives. \

Perhaps the ladies remained near the camp until it broke
up and went to Lahor. It left that city on ibs march for
Dibli on December 7th, 1557 ; at Jalindhar it halted, and
here, with pomp and amidst general interest, Bairim
Khan-i-khanan married Salima Sultan Begam, a grand-
daughter of Bibar. She was a half-niece of Humayin,
and she had with Akbar cousinship of the -‘four-anns’
degree. Babar was their common ancestor, and their
differing. grandmothers diluted the cousinly velation.

This alliance had been arranged by Humiyin, and the
use of sipurdan by Abu'l-fazl when writing of i, shows
that what was now celebrated was a marriage, and not a
betrothal. This point is mentioned here because some

writers fix Salima’s age at this time as five, an estimate
which is not supported by known facts of her life. The bride
was probably a reward for the surpassing services done by
Bairdm for Humaydn, the newest being those of the Resto-
ration. Bairam was a man to whom seems due the largesse
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36 DANIYAL AND SHAKARU-N-NISA.

Daniyal was of pleasing figure, of exceedingly agreeable
manners and appearance ; he was very fond of elephants
and horses. It was impossible for him to hear of anyone
as having & good horse or elephant and not take it from
him. He was fond of Hindi songs, and would occasionally
compose verses with correct idiom in the language of the
people of India, which were not bad.

After the birth of Daniya! a daughter was born to Bibi
Daulat-Shad whom they named Shakaru-n-nisé Begam?!
As she was brought up in the skirt of my, revered father’s
care, she turned out very well. She is of good disposition
and naturally compassionate towards all people. From
infancy and childhood she has been extremely fond of me,
and there can be few such relationships between brother
and sister. The first time when, according to the custom of
pressing the breast of a child and a drop of milk is
perceptible, they pressed my sister's breast and milk
appeared, my revered father said to me: “Baba! drink
this milk, that in truth this sister may be to thee as a
mother.” God, the knower of secrets, knows that from
that day forward, after I drank that drop of milk, I have
felt love for my sister such as children have for their
mothers.

After some time another girl was born to this same
Bibi Daulat-Shad, and he (Akbar) called her Aram Bana
Begam.? Her disposition was on the whole inclined to
excitement and heat. My father was very fond of her, so
much so that he described her impolitenesses as politenesses,
and in his august sight they, from his great love, did not
appear bad. Repeatedly he honoured me by addressing
me, and said: “Baba! for my sake be as kind as I am,
after me, to t' is sister, who in Hindi phrase is my darling

\ The MSS. have Sheker-nisdr, ¢sugar-sprinkling.’ 8he lived into
Shah-Jaban's reign.

2 She died unmarried 1n Jnhiingir’s reign.

EULOGIUM OF AKBAR. 37

(that is, dearly cherished). Be affectionate to her and pass
over her little impolitenesses and impudences.”

The good qualities of my revered father are beyond the
limit of approval and the bounds of praise. If books were
composed with regard to his commendable dispositions,
without suspicion of extravagance, and he be not looked at
as a father would be by his son, even then but a little out
of much could be said.

Notwithstanding his kingship and his treasures and his
buried wealth, which were beyond the scope of counting
and imagination, his fighting elephants and Arab horses, he
never by a hair’s breadth placed his foot beyond the base
of humility before the throne of God, but considered
himself the lowest of created beings, and never for onme
moment forgot God.

¢ Always, everywhere, with everyone, and in every circumstance,
Eeep the eye of thy heart secretly fixed on the Beloved.”

The professors of various faiths had room in the broad
expanse of his incomparsble sway. This was different
from the practice in other realms, for in Persial there is
room for Shias only, and in Turkey, India, and Taran
there is room for Sunnis only.

As in the wide expanse of the Divine compassion there
is room for all ¢lasses and the followers of all creeds, so, on
the principle that the Shadow? must have the same
properties as the Light, in his dominions, which on all sides
were limited only by the salt sea, there was room for the
professors of opposite religions, and for beliefs good and
bad, and the road to altercation was closed. Sunnis and
Shias met in one mosque, and Franks and Jews in one
church, and observed their own forms of worship. '

1 This must, I think, be che meaning, though aceording to the wordiug
the statement would seem to be that there is no room for Shias except in
Persia. Erskine has * None but Shias are tolerated in Persia, Sunnis in
Rim aad Taran, and Hindus in Hindustan.”

2 Kings are regarded as shadows of God.
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Observations on General Maclagan's paper on the Jesuit Missions tu the

Emperor Akbar, J.4.8.B. for 1896, p. 38.—By H. BevERIDGE.
{Read November, 1903.]

Genernl Maclagan's paper is a very valuable and interesting one,
but he hag fallen into some mistakes from relying upon Mr. Rehatsek,
ete. I beg to offer the following remarks as supplementary to it :

It is somewhat singular thab the writers who have discussed the
religious opinions of the Emperor Akbar have said so comparatively
little about the account of them given by Abul-Fazl in the historical
portion of the Akbarn@ma.

Mr. Blochmann has noticed the references in the Ain-i- Akbari, and
he, as well as Vans Kennedy, H. H. Wilson, Rehatsek and General
Maclagan, have given full abstracts of Badaylni’s account of the
maftter. But they have said little about the references in the historical
parts of the Akbarnama, and with the exception of Rehatsel, none of
them has noticed the chapter in the Akbarnima which deals expressly
with Akbar's position ag the founder of a religion. This ehapter occurs
in the annals of the 24¢h year of the reign and is headed “The accept-
ance by the wise men of the age of the spiritual authority (Ijtihad) of
the world’s lord.” l

This chapter is to be found in Vol. III, p. 268 of the Bib. Ind. ed.,
which correspends to Vol. IIL, p. 140 of the Cawnpore ed. Rehatsek
has indeed referred, though without citing the page, to two passages
in this chapter, but be has not done 8o correctly, and so he has misled
General Maclagan.

Mr. Rehatsek, who was a man of varied accomplishments, but the
conditions of whose life were not favourable to accuracy, published in
the Calcutta Review for January 1886 an article called * Missionaries
to the Mogul Court,” and at page 3 he makes two erroneous statements.
The first is that Abul Tazl states that the malevolent rumour of Akbar's
hatred to Muhammadanism and of his having becoms a Bralman, was
rofuted by the Christisn philosophers. Evidently this vefers to two

J. 1 7
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38 L. D. Maclagan—Jesuii Missions to the Emperor Akbar. [No. 1,

The Jesuit Missions to the Emperor Akbar.—By L. D. Maclagan, ¢, 8.,
Srom notes vecorded by the late Generan R, Macracaw, R.E.

[Read April 1896.]

Almost all the historians of the reign of Akbar have discussed in
some form or other his religions views, and in histories written by
Europeans attention has naturally been paid to the attitude which le
agsumed towards Christianity, as put before him by tho Jesuit Mis-
sionaries at his Court. The records of these Jesuit Missions are not,
bowever, very easy of access, and 'few of the published histories do morc
than referin the briefest terms to the remarkable incidents which
theso records set forth and the interesting picture of the times which
they present to us. In order to'supply this defect it was the inten-
tion of tho late General Maclagan R.E., to prepare o sketch of tho
religious views of the Emperor Akbar, which should have special rc.
ference o the history of his attitude towards Christianity, and tho
present writer has come into possession of the notes and reforences
which General Maclagan from time to time recorded with this ohject
in view. It is unfortunately impossible to prepare from thesc notes any
complete sketch of the nature originally contemplated, but it may bo
of some interest to reproduce in one place tho substance of the chict
original authoritics on the subject of tho Jesuit Missions at Akbar’s
Court, and the scopo of tho present paper is limited to this.

What the general histories tell us is. shortly as follows. Thatb
from about A.D. 1580, till his death, or ab any rate till tho year 1596,
the Emperor Akbar held the most unorthodox opinions, culminating for
a time in the promulgation of a form of natural religion entitled
tho Tauhid-i-Ilabi or Divine Monotheism, in which the worship of tho
Sun and of the Emperor himself formed a prominent part. That
during this period he assumed & tolerant attitude towards all religions
and made constant enquiries into the tenets and customs of the Hindis,
Parsis and Christians; and that at his invitation threc separato special
migsions were equipped and despatched te his Court by the Jesuit
authorities at Goa. The first of these missions was sent in 1580, under
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the guidance of Father Rodolf Aquaviva who remained abt the Courk
of the Mogul for three years. The second, under Father Bdward
Leoton,” arrived in 1591 and after a short stay was somewhat hastily
withdrawn. The third, under Father Jerome Xavier, a nephew of St.
Francis, persevered in its labours from the date of its commencement in
the year 1595 to a time considerably later than the death of the Emperor,

It is of these three missions that the present paper treats. A
narrative of all the three missions is fo be found in Hugh Murray's
‘ Historical Account of Discoveries and Travels in Asia,’ Edinburgh
1820, vol. 1L, 82-96, but the narrative is brief and is disfigured by
some unfortunate misprints of dates. So sgoin in the Rev. James
Hougl’s * History of Christianity in India,’ Loundon, 1839, vol. 11, 260~
287, there is a history of the missions to Akbar, which is taken almost
entirely (mistakes and all) from the History of the Mughal Empire
issned in 1708 by the Jesuit Catron: Catrow's work was compiled
from the Portuguese manuseript of Signor Manuchi, a Venetian who
was physician to the Mnghal Court in Aurangzeb’s time, and Manuchi pro-
fessed to base his history on Persian records in the Mughal capital, but
his translator, Catroun, confesses to having added to the original history,
and the account of the Jesuit missions in Catrou’s work is obviously
taken from RBuropean sources.! Fven in the ‘Kaiser Albar’ (1880) of
Prince Frederick of Schleswig-Holstein (Count von Noer), where an
admirable nccount, based on Du Jarric's history of those missions will
be fonnd, there is a certain want of completeness owing to the fact that
the writer had nob apperently seen the last volume of Du Jarvic’'s worle
which treats of the missions after the year 1600.8 It is advisable, there-
fore, to leave our modern anthorities and to go back as far as we can
to the original records of these missions.

Notices by native historiang.—Before, however, examining - the
Jesnit records attention may be paid to the passing sllusions made by
native historiang to the Christian proclivities of Akbar and the doings
of the priests at his Court.? We are fortunate in finding amo:g

! See also ‘The Portuguese in Northern India,” Cale. Rev. v. 279.284, (1848).

% Sce Kaiser Akbar, 1., 440. A ghort notice of Akbar's connection with
Christianity will be found in Bohlen’s ¢Alte Indien,’ 1880, vol. I., 104-105.
Attention may also be directed to Dr. Ircland’s romance called * Golden Bullets,*
Edinb., 1890, in which the Jesnits at Akbar's Court play o large role: and to
the sketch of the missions in Max Miillbaner’s Geschichte per katholischen Missionen
in Ostindien, 1852, pp. 133-149,

& The quotations made below are all collected from trinalations and English
works and cannot claim to be exhaustive. Reference may bs aldo made to Agad
Beg's amusing account of the introdnetion of tobacoo in Akbar's Court, and the
Jesnit Father's support of the tobacco smokers (Elliot, VL, 167).
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262 THE PORTUGUESE IH BOUTH KANARA.

the Roman Catholic religion, more than twenty-five churches, some of
them larger and more handsome buildings than the churches in
Bassein or Salsette, and other wonuments, which I shall reserve for
Part II. of this paper, testify to the oivilising action of that small
nation, in times past. Mangalore, the capital of South Kanuta, where
the largest number of the converts of the Portuguese reside, is now &
prosperous town, With the bright prospects of a rapidly advancing
community, with all the elements, moral and material, that help to
make & people happy, snd the sbundant resources of a rich com-
mercial oity, it is espected that, if the port can be improved and a
railway buile, it will soon become the emporium of the Western
Const of Southern India.
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Arr. IV.—Notes on Akbar's Subaks, with reference to the
Ain-i dkbart: By Joun Beames, B.C.8. (ret.).

No. 1.
BENGAL.

For upwards of twenty years the late Professor Blochmann’s
translation of Abul Fazl’s monumental work, the Ain-i
Akbari, has remained a splendid fragment, and students
have longed in vain for its completion. It is, therefore,
cause for congratulation that this has at length been effected.
Colonel Jarrett’s scholarly translation of the remainder of
the work, which has recently appeared, is fully equal in
accuracy, while it is superior in grace of language, to that
of his predecessor. Only those who have laboured over the
intricacies of Abul Fazl’s detestable style, at one time turgid
and overloaded with meaningless phrases, at another so
curt and jejune as to be obscure, can fully appreciate the
skill and learning which Colonel Jarrett has brought to
bear on the supremely difficult task of rendering his author
intelligible to Turopean readers.

The translation, moreover, is illustrated by notes, which,
if not so copious as Blochmann’s, are sufficient—and more
than sufficient—for all practical purposes. It is not given
to everyone to possess such stores of learning as the late
Professor Blochmann, who was as familiar with the Court
ond times of Akbar as we are with those of Victoria, and
who, in fact, sometimes rather overdid his note-making, piving
us treatises instead of notes. Colonel Jarrett’s sense of
proportion has led him to restrain his notes within reason-
able limits, though he is rather unequal in this respect,
some subjects being far more generously illustrated than
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Tre First Jesurr MissioNn 1o EMPEROR AKBAR

Edward R. Hambye

THE LONG-AWAITED ARRIVAL

On a warm late afternoon, Sunday the 28th of February 1580,
Akbar was told thatthe visitors he expected rather impati-
ently from Goa had finally arrived in his imperial town,
Fatehpur-Sikri—WNicopolis, as Monserrate writes with some
humanistic flavour.l The two padres were still tired, if not
exhausted, by the 43-day journey by land from Daman via
Surat, Mandu and Narwar.® One of the three priests,
Monserrate himself, had fallen ill, and had to be left at Narwar

*MLC, p. 560.

For a more complete narrative of the First Mission, consult E.
Maclagan, The Jesuits and the Great Mogul, London, 1932, pp. 23-45.
The following abbreviations are used in the footnotes to this article:

MLC: Mongolicae Legationis Commentarius, or The First Mission to
Akbar by Fr Anthony Monserrate, s.j,, in Jesuit Letters and Allied
FPapers on Mogor, Tibet, Bengal and Burma. Edited by the Rev. H,
Hosten, s.]., Memoirs of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta 1914,
vol, I1i, no. 9, pp. 573-704,

DL Documenta Indica, in Monumenta Missionum  Secietatis Iesu,

- All correspondents of the quoted letters are Jesuits, if not otherwise
indicated,
*Fr. Henriques to L, Peres, 6.4,1580, DI, vol. X1, p. 4.
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276 THE BEGINNING OF HUMAYUN’S REIGN

The king accordingly fixed the resolution in his enlight-
ened mind; and after hé had returned from Gwalior
to Agra, under the protection of the Almighty God,
he turned the reins of his world-travelling horse toward
the city of Delhi in the beginning of the month of Zu-1-
hijja, 939 a.H. When he had reached the city, which
was as beautiful as heaven, and had taken omens and
religious advice, a rising ground adjacent to the banks
of the stream of Jumma, about three leagues from the
city, was selected for the foundation of Dinpanah.

Tn the middle of the month of Muharram, 940 A. H,
at an hour which was preseribed by the most clever
astrologers and the greatest astronomers, all the di-
vines, Sayyids, scholars, and elders of the city of Delhi
accompanied the king, who was as generous as the
ocean, to the new site, where they prayed that God
on high might vouchsafe to finish the happy foundation
of that city and to strengthen the basis of the king’s
wealth. His Majesty with his holy hand first laid a
brick upon the ground, after which each person foom
that concourse of great men placed a stone on the earth,
and they all made such a crowd there that the army,
the people, and the artists, masons, and labourers found
neither space not time to carry stones and mud to the
spot. On the same date work was commenced in the
king’s own palace, and by tais time, that is to say, the
latter part of the month of Shawwal of the same year,
the walls, bastions, ramparts, and gates of the city
of Dinpansah are nearly finished.”

THE PACHISI COURT OF AKBAR AT FATHFUR-BIKRIL

- CHAPTER XII

AKBAR'S RELIGIOUS VIEWS, AS DESCRIBED BY
BADAUNT

Sixzteenth Century A.D.

KBAR the Great was a reformer and innovator,
as has been fully shown in the preceding volume.
Among the detailed acceomnts of his veign is a ree-
ord by Abd-al-Kadir Badauni, who lived and wrote
at the great emperor’s court and died in 1615 a.p,
ten yvears after his voval patron’s death.
The selection here chosen from Badauni’s work
illustrates the well-known latitudinarianism of Akbar
in religions matters and shows how Tittle favour *hev

mel with in evthodox Mohanunedan eves like those of

‘Badauni.

“Tn the year 983 a3 (1575 4. n), the huildings of
the Thadat-Khiianah, or * TIall of Worship,” were com-
pleted. The cause of their crection was as follows, In
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1556-1605 A. D.

FEYHE long reign of Akbar, which lasted from 1556 to
. 1605, has been represented as the golden age of the
Moghul empire. It was in reality but the beginning of

the period of splendour which ended with the disas-

trous wars of Aurangzib, Akbar was the true founder

¢ ~ and organizer of the empire, but it is too often forgotten
that it took him twenty years of hard fighting to bring

Hindustan under subjection, and that even at hig death
i
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APPENDIX

ALLUSIONS BY MOHAMMEDAN HISTORIANS TO
EUROPEANS IN INDIA

Asanappendix to this volume, in which the history of the sarly strug-
gle by Kuropeans to gain & foothold in India is recounted in such detail,
it may not be out of place to present some allusions to these fo-
eigners (Firingz's} by Mohammedan writers contemporary with the
events described. The selections have peen made {rom various parts of
Elliot’s « History of {ndia as told by its own Historians,” and, although
not exhaustive, they are pevertheless in & Way vepresentative of the
pative view and may perhaps interest the readeras much a8 they did me
in colleeting and editing them. AT W &

THE FOKT OF SURAT ERECTED BY AEBAR IN OPPOSITION
' TO THE PORTUGUESE

KBAR’S imperial armalist, Badauni, when deserib-
ing the emperor’s campaign in Surat, 1572 - 1573
A. D., records that the erection or rebuilding of the Tort
of Surat was in direct defiance of European infrusion
and in opposition to foreign influence upon the Mcham-
medans ofithe country. A similar account is given bY
Nizam-ad-din Abhmad, but that of Badauni is & trife
cleaver and 18 therefore the one here presented.
[Eliot, vol. v, pp- 501 - 503.] ¢ One day in the year
080 4. ®. (1572 A. p.) Akbar, the king, went te look at
the Fort of Surat, and gave orders 10 repair the portions
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8 THE DIN-I-ILAHI

Chaitanya, the great Saint of Bengal (1484 A.D.), allowed
both Hindus and Muhammadans to become his disciples. Yavan
Haridas was one of his most important disciples. Rup and
Sanatan, two of his important disciples, were so very tolerant ic
Muslim converts to Vaismavism that the orthodox Vaismavas and
Hindus refused to have any social intercourse with them.
 Ramanand, the-great saint, ranked a Muslim weaver, Kabir,
as his first disciple. He protested against caste and put faith in
love of God above caste and rituals of religion. To him, ‘‘ there
is no question of caste and rank before God. He, who devotes
himself to God, is God.”” Kabir was the personification of the
process of Hindu-Muslim fusion in medizval India. He attacked
the orthodox Hindu institutions like Tirtha (pilgrimage) Upabas
(fast), Vrata (rites), Mala (beads) and Tilak (marks).?¢

Kabir’s great friend was saint Taqi of the Suhrawardi sect.
His daughter Kamali was married to a Brahman. When he was
charged with apostacy before Sikandar Lodi, he defended himself
by saying that his definite aim was to unite Hindus and Muslims.
His followers, Kabirpanthis, remember God along with their
breath in the manner of the Hindu Yogis, Even women were
allowed to become his disciples and Gangabai was one of them.
The great saints Ravidas and Namdeb were contemporaries of
Kabir and were much influenced by him. Ravidas was a Chamar,
a cobbler, and his disciple was the Queen Jahli of Mewar.

Kabir was followed by Nanak ; the former, on his death-bed,

“is said to have remarked that he would die in peace because
Nanak would take his place. Nanak raised his voice of protest
against idolatry, caste-system and communalism.*® His teachings

* Hindi-ke Musalman Kabi, p. 35. Some say that Kamal was a disciple
of Kabir.
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were so liberal that, after his death, his Muslim disciples claimed
his dead body for burial. Nanak’s Japajis (prayers) were more
influenced by Hinduism than by the Dohas (poems) of Kabir.
His Muslim disciples assert that he was initiated into mysticism
by a Sufi saint, Sayyid Hasan. He even visited Makkah on a pil-
grimage. In Baghdad, his teachings have been embodied into’
Arabic and there stood for a long time Nanak’'s Dargah in that
Islamic centre.

Dadu (1575 A.D.)*® makes a definite attempt to combine the
Hindus and Musalmans. Like Kabir, he consciously denounced
pilgrimage, idolatry and outward symbols. Amongst his most
important disciples were Shaikh Baharji, Bakarji and Rajjabji.

Even in the far distant land of Assam, there appeared a new
cult called Mahapurushia founded by Shankardeo. This cult was
more liberal than Vaisnavaism, Himself he was a Kayastha. He
counted amongst his disciples a large number of Muslims. To
him, Temples were fraud and offerings (Prasad) hypocrisy. Their
Gurus (preceptors) were not Brahmans. ‘

Sanatan Goswami, a Hindu saint from Gaur, founded a new
order called the Darweshia. The Darweshia cult is like that of
the Vaisnavas and Bauls. They wear beads called Tasbik mals and
put on the dress of Muslim faqirs called Alkalla. Their songs con~
tain the names of Allah, Khuda, Muhammad and of various saints.

The Saini sect shows an extreme form of fusion of Hindu and
Muslim faiths. They drink intoxicating liquors and wear beads
round their neck, bangles on the wrist and observe the fast of
Ekadasi (eleventh day of the moon), etc., but like Muslims they

(Continued)—

“ Tell me where did you get two Gods ; who has led you astray? The
;iame God is called differently Allah or Ram, Karim or Keshav, Hari or
azrat,
The same God is called Mahadev, Mubhammad, Brahma or Adam. Every
one lives on the same earth, one is called Hindu, and the other Turk.
The first reads the Vedas, the second the Quran and the Khutbak one is
called Maulana, the other is called Pande (or Pandit).
They style themselves separately though they are pots of the same
carth. Kabir says, both are mistaken ; none has got Ram (God).
One kills (castrated) goats, the other cows, and they have wasted their
lives in (futile) disputes.”’
Macauliffe: —'' He who worshippeth stones, visiteth places
Of pilgrimage, dwelleth in forests,
And renounceth the world, wandereth and wandereth,
How can his filthy mind become pure?’’
K. M. Sen says that Dadu was a Muslim and his original name is
‘ Dawud * which means °‘ devoted.’
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Guru was born is based at Patna (Bihar) and Takhat honoraria for their duties which are mainly religious in

Huzur Saheb is in Nanded, Maharashtra, where he died  nature. '

at the hands of an assassin. Of these, the dkal Takhat,

Amritsar, is held in the highest esteem by every devout  cypgingham, J.D., The History of the Sikhs, London, 1349,
Sikh. Tt is housed in a grand edifice facing the Golden  Harinder Singh, ‘Dilgeer’, The Akal Takht.

Temple. The idea of having a permanent geat for  Kushwant Singh, The Sikhs, Leadon, 1953,

spiritual and temporal authority was conceived during  Sadher Swarup Singh, Akali Movement.

"¢ days of the sixth guru, Hargovind Dev, son of Guru Sher Singh, Glimpses of Sikhism and Sikhs.
rjun Dev, who took the reins of office after the
artyrdom of his father in the days of Mughal Emperor ‘
hangir. In the beginning the place, where now stands Akali Dal—Started in 1921 as group organised by
e building housing the. Akal Takhat, was merely an some Sikh Akalis to reform their shrines and gain effec-
irthen mound from where Guru Hargovind used t0  tive control of their land and endowments; some religious
cercise his spiritual and temporal authority on his (Sikh) heads of gurdwaras did not cooperate with move-
Jllowers, as the place quite suited him being in the ment; to crush it, mahant (head priest) of shrine of
cinity of Har Mandir (Golden Temple), as it was known  Nankana Sahib (birthplace of the first Sikh Guru Nanak)
.cn. About more than half a century later in 1774, with help of some Pathans opened fire on worshippers
s ground floor was got ready for new construction which  who had come to worship at the shrine, 130 being
as done in the days of and solely with the money given  reported killed; in sam: month (February), Akali- Dal
y Maharaja Ranjit Singh. He got four more storeys leaders joined non-cooperation movement, losing much
dded to the building. But by that time, the politico-  Jife and property; acclaimed by [ndian Nati onal Congress;
cligious authority vested in the Gurus had come to be after 1932 it became a semi-communal body.

sfurcated with the end of Guru-line. The day-to-day

xercise of the temporal powers was left with the Maha-

ia. with the priests being declared superior to the i . ,
:iz;oral head Ixjvith powergs to summon agxd if need be, Akali Movement —Among Sikh reformist movements

sunish the latter. As luck would have it, Maharaja Ranjit }nos_t imgorte}nt _W%S the Akali WhQ Glaim for themselves
Singh, who got a fourstorey edifice added to the dkal ‘& direct institution by Guru Govind vagh, the tenth
Tokhat was the first ruler to be hauled up before it o Guruy, in present century their great achievement was
answer charges of showing undue favours to a courtesan. the passage of Sikh Gurdwara Act in 1925; it enabled
He was heard and sentenced, according to one version, Sikhs to take over control of Gurdwaras from the here-
to clean the shoes of the Sangat (congregation of the ditary Mahants.
faithfuls while according to the other he was ordered to
be whipped. The Maharaja took his punishment like an Cunningham, J.D., The History of the Sikhs, London, 1849.
ordinary citizen). Kushwant Singh, A History of the Sikhs, Vol. TI, 1966.

After Maharaja Ranjit Singh, P.S. Badal, the forper  Mohinder Singh, Akali Movement, New Dethi. °
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also been summioned before the Takhat. Long before it,
aith leaders Master Tara Singh and Sant Fateh Singh
were also summoned by the Akal Takhat and punished
for breaking their vows of getting the Punjabi Suba for

the Sikhs. The presiding officers of the Takhats, kaown

s jothedars, are appointed by the SGPC and are paid

Grkiv : . Chief Minister of Punjab, is the second ruler (not in Sadh“,swamp Singh, Akali Movement.
"[“u‘r;nl';)!: ‘AI:‘?;;E?:L ]\ {fkﬁ old sense) to be summoried by the dkal Takhat. But his Tara Singh, Why we must avoid civil War in India.
?vii':"-.v:;)-\: ;m’ 51 summoning was® of a different nature. It was notto
o answer any charge but to find ways and means to keep _
Nayit ™., [~ : A: unity in the Dal. Besides Mr. Badal, three more Akali Akbar, Jalaluddin Muhammad (1542-1605)—Born at
I S PARE leaders involved in the conflict namely, SGPC Chief Amarkot (Sind Valley), grandson of Babur (who esta-
Tasnif \o. '354,‘ G.S. Tohra, Akali Dal president J.S. Talwand.i and Sant blished the Mughal empire in India) and his son
'. CHO.E Harchand Singh Longowal, senior vice-president of the Humayun; ascended the throne when 14 (1556);
SGPC and a candidate for the Dal presidentship had enlightened, tolerant and liberal; not literate but

encouraged literature, science, fine arts, industry and
religious toleration and widow marriage; abolished sati,
torture, slavery, child marriage, arbitrary taxes (jazia,

_ capitation, pilgrim); fixed land revenue on basis of quality

and value of land; organised his administrative set up and
ushered in many reforms; made matrimonial alliances
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EUROPEAN WRITERS ON THE SPREAD OF ISLAM IN [NDEA .
attached to the Afghan causec like other Indian aristocratic
families.!

As regards Emperor Akbar (1556-1605), he followed an eclectic
faith. His liberalism even antagonised the Muslim religious elite, for
it was considered by the orthodox ulama antagonistic to Islam. Butit
cannot be denied that Akbar's religious policy strengthened the
foundations of the Mughal dynasty in India as Hindus were brought
closer to it. The Emperor abolished Jizya and pilgrimage tax that
were levied on Hindus. This was not all. He also forbade the forcible
conversion of war-prisoners 10 Islam.? )

Akbar's successor, Jahangir (1605-1627) tried to follow his
father's policy in respect of his relations with the non-Muslims,
although he does not seem io have subscribed 10 his father's elec-
ticism. Like his father, he issued a farman in his sixth regnal year,
forbidding forcible conversion of people, guilty of serious crimes 10
Islam in the pmvinces.3 At the same time he pleased the leaders of
islamic orthodoxy by abolishing non-Islamic practices prevalent
amoné Muslims in the Empire. In the 15th regnal year he gave
orders that no Muslim girl would be married by a non-Muslim. It
was a common practice in Rajauri (Kashrmir) that both the Hindus
and Muslims intermarried among themselves. Some Christians are
also reported to have been converted to Islam at his instance.’

Again, it may be emphasised that his relations with Hindus
rernained cordial; state policy adopted by Akbar with regard to the
employment of Hindus in administration did not undergo any
change. No privileges conferred upon them wer€ withdrawn.
However, Jahangir's son, ‘Emperor Shah Jahan seems (O have
deviated from Akbar’s religious policy. In fact, Shah Jahan’'s own

1. Bayazid Biyat Tadhkim-i—Humayun-wa-/ikbur, Calcunta, 1941, P. 300; Abul Fazl,
Ak barnama, Caloutia, ed. Abdul Rahim, yol. 2, PP. 56,139,

2. Cf S.R Sharma, The Religious Policy of the Mughal Emperors, Bombay, 1972, PP.
82-3.
3. 4. The Religious Policy of the Mughal Emperors, Op. ¢it. PP. 82-3.
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SIX OTTOMAN DOCUMENTS ON
MUGHAL-OTTOMAN RELATIONS
DURING THE REIGN OF AKBAR:

N. R. FAROOQI
Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies

In 1556 when Emperor Humiyiin (ruled 1530-56) died and his teenaged
son Jalil al-Din Muhammad Akbar (d. 1605) ascended the Mughal
throne, the Ottoman Sultan Sulaymin the Magnificent (ruled 1520-66)
was ruling over an intercontinental empire spread over Europe, Asia,
and Africa. The Otroman rule over Syria, Egypt, Palestine, Iraq, and
the Hijaz, the heartland of the ‘Abbasid caliphal empire, not only made
the Ottoman sultan the premier Muslim monarch of the world but
also earned him the dignity of the kbilafa and the title of Khadim
al-Haramayn al-Sarifayn." Shortly before his death Humaytn had
handed over an imperial lerter, addressed to Sulayman, to the ship-
wrecked Otroman Admiral Sidi Ali Reis.? A masterpiece of Persian
diplomatic epistolography, the lercer, while acknowledging the sultan
as the ‘khalifa of highest qualities’ and the ‘adorner of the throne of
khilafa’, reminded him thart the ‘throne of kbildfa of the realms of Hind

' Makka and Madina were the jewels in the Ortomans’ crown and their suzerainty
over these holy citics had considerably bolstered their claim to kbildfa. On this ground
«Abdullah Ibn Zubayr had exacted supremacy over Mu‘3wiya during the early days of
the Umayyad rule. Later the ‘Abbasids claimed primacy over the Umayyads of Spain
and the Fatimids of Egypt on the same premiss, On the other hand, Humayon’s claim
10 kbildfa in India was probably based on Jalal al-Din Dawwin®’s (d. 1501) theory that
the monarch who governs with justice and directs the affairs of the state in accordance
with the Sharia,was entitled to hold the dignity of the khildfa. For a detailed analysis
of the Otroman claim to universal khilifa and the Mughal response to this claim see
N. R. Farooyi, Mughul-Otioman Relutions: A Study of Political and Diplomatic Relations
between Mughal India and the Ottoman Empire 1556—1748 (Dethi, 1989), 173-221.

2 For Sidi Ali Reis and his adventures in India, Persia, and Central Asia see his Mirat
al-Mamalik, Persian translation (Tehran, 1975). For an English translation of this beok
see A. Vambrey, The Travels and Adventures of the Turkish Admiral Sidi Ali Ress
(London, 1899). Prior o his departure from India, the Sidi had also mer Akbar, The
letter carried by him was therefore probably approved by the new king also,

OTTOMAN DOCUMENTS ON MUGHAL-OTTOMAN RELATIONS 133

and Sind is once again graced by a monarch [Humayiin] whose magnifi-
cence is equal to that of Solomon’.* Presumably this vainglorious letter
from the emperor was not received with approbation by the sultan and
his advisers and hence remained unacknowledged. The Ottoman sultan
also did not care to send the customary congratulatory embassy art the
accession of the new Mughal ruler. In subsequent years Akbar also
remained indifferent to the Ottomans. He maintained a brisk exchange
of embassies and epistles with the Uzbeks of Central Asia and the
Safavids of Iran, bur made no attempt to enter into any kind of dialogue
wich the Ottomans. The initial rebuff which Akbar had received from
the Ottomans matured into full-fledged hostilicy in the early 1580s when
the Ottoman authorities of the Hijaz humiliated the ladies of Akbar’s
houschold and their numerous attendants during their sojourn in Makka
and Madina. All Mughal chroniclers have glossed over this episode,
but several documents preserved in the Ottoman archives in Istanbul
furnish intriguing information about the affair. In the following pages
an attempt has been made to bring these documents to the attention of
scholars and to analyse the impact of this episode on Mughal-Ontoman
relations during the reign of Akbar.

The six documents considered in this paper were issued by Sultan
Murad HI (ruled 1574-95)* and cover a time-span of approximately a
decade from 1578 to 1588. Five of these documents deal with the
activiries of Indian pilgrims in Makka, including the ladies of Emperor
Akbar’s household who had accompanied the Mughal Hajj caravans to
the Hijaz between 1577 and 1580, while the sixth document refers 1o
Akbar’s alleged alliance with the Portuguese and the proposed Mughal-
Portuguese invasion of the ports of Yemen. The first and second docu-
ments, which are practically identical with minor modifications here
and there, are addressed to the authorities of the Holy Cities of Makka
and Madina. The next three documents are imperial letters, issued
berween February and August 1580, to the sharif of Makka.® The last
document is addressed to Hasan Pashd,® the governor-general of Yemen.

3 Mirat al-Mamalik, 201-2. Also sce Joseph de Hammer, ‘Memois on Diplomatic
Relations between the Courts of Delhi and Constantinople in the Sixteenth and
Seventeenth Centuries’, Transactions of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and
Irelund, 2 (1830), 476.

+ sulean Murad 1 was the son of Sultan Selim 1! (ruled 1566-74) and grandson of
Sulran Sulaymin the Magnificent. For the career of Murad I see Sekir Kustukoglu, ‘11
Murar, Islam Ansiklopedisi, viii, 615-25. Also see Stanford J. Shaw, History of the
Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey (Cambridge, 1976), i. 179-84,

5 The leters were addressed to Sharif Abu Numay I (1524—84). For the sharifs of
Makka see 1. H. Uzungargili, Mekke-i mukerreme Emirleri (Ankara, 1972). Also scc
Gerald De Gaury, Rulers of Mecca (London, 1952).

§ for Hasan Pasha sce Cengiz Orhonlu, Habes Eyaleti (Istanbul, 1974), 10, 82, 99.
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of cards at Kabul with his step-mother and sisters. Akbar made certain
alterations in the cards and also changed the signs on them.

Other popular games in the time of Akbar were Chawpar and ; 2
Chandal Mandal, whose details, with plans of their boards, have been
so elaborately fumnished in the ‘ain-i-akbari,

Akbar’s Eclecticism and Parliament of
Religions

C.S. SRINIVASACHARI

The recent celebrations of the quarter-centenary of the birth of
Akbar the Great form a fitting occasion for bringing to the popular
mind some of -the ideals which that Emperor pursued in his
religious policy and the attitude which he was convinced that the
state should adopt towards the different religious communities of
the land. The honouring of a great scholar like Dr. Mookerji
whose aim has been, among others, the demonstrations of the
unity of Indian culture is a most fitting occasion for the submission
: " of this paper.

Recently several treatises have been published, in which the birth and
life of Akbar are detailed as well as the inner strands of the great
religious upheaval that marked his age. These latter forces have been
revealed, as they probably worked not only India, but in other parts of
Asia, in that age of renaissance through which out continent also
passed. We learn from one of these writers that Jauhar who was a
personal attendant on Humayun and who wrote a history of his master’s
. chequered career, confused the date of Prince Akbar’s birth with that
of his tonusure cereinony which took place forty days later. On the
basis of evidence supplied both Jauhar and Gul Badan Begam, the
talented sister of Humayun, who has left us a historical account of the
times, perhaps the view may be maintained that thgi great Emperor was
born on the night of 4/5 Rajab 949 A H., i.e., on the night of October
14/15, A.D. 1542. In spite of his continued misfortune and exile from
his Indian throne for a number of years, Humayun contrived to contribute
his own quota to the culture that was bequeathed by the Mughal state
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‘Social Condition at the Court of Akbar
and its Influence on Society

AZHER ANSARI *

Social life at the court of Akbar was varied and interesting,
pompous and full of grandeur. The king being the centre of all
activity in the political life, and representative of God on earth
took the initiative and set fashions for all, specially in the social
sphere. The Mughal government was a military autocracy dominated
by the Mughals. Its character was feudal, the king being the owner
of all land in the Empire, not theoretically but in practice. The
Mughal kingship being a military autocracy, everything in practice
depended upon the sweet will of the Emperor. He could make and
unmake a man’s career, he could spare or destroy life. In theory he
was the representative of God on earth. His influence was to be
traced in all the spheres of social and state activity, behaviour of
the people, morality, trade, commerce, agriculture, handicrafts,
manufacturers and cultural life.

SOCIETY AT THE COURT

!

The Court Etiquette, its Grandeur and Pomp
As the ruler-of the people whom the Mughal Emperor governed
and as their protector, he had to govern his territory impartially, had to
be just, benevolent, vigilant and forebearing and had to understand the
spirit of the age. Therefore, to carry out his duties towards his subjects
* Akbar sat in audience twice (excluding the private assembly), receiving
petitions, inspecting the army, dispensing justice and directing the
work of the different departments of the state. '

* Dr. Mohd. Azher Ansari, M.A. (D. Phil.), Lecturer in History, University of
Allahabad :

L
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taires, mais d’un groupe de population civile, originaire de Barqa (Nudjum, éd. du Caire,
1V, p. 47).

(18) Casanova, Citadelle, p. 531, 544; Diasarty, 11, p. 6; 111, p. 93, 154; IV, p. 314;
traduction francaise, III, p. 241; VI, p. 178, 291. Je ne puis que protester conire I'igno-
rance ou le laisser-aller du traducteur arabe de mon Index de Djabarti; lequel, au lien
de Bab al-Bargiya, a lu ; Bab al-Bakriya (2251 o).

(17) Isn Muyassar, p. 80; Wier, Histoire de la Nation égyptienne, IV, p. 275.

8) Derenpoure, Vie d’Ousama, p. 250-251; Hist. de la Nation égyptienne, IV,
p. 286; ScuLuuBercER, Campagnes du roi Amaury, p. 36, 47.

(19 Qusama, p. 272; QavLgasuanor, I, p. 358. C’est en ce sens qu'il faut corriger
les renseignements que jai autrefois fournis (CIA, Egypte, I1, p. 220; Hist. de la Nation
égyptienne, IV, p. 292).

29 Qumara, p. 271-273, 271, 283, 285-286.

(21) Fpisode qu’on retrouve dans un conte {GAUDEFROY-DEMOMBYNES, Cent et une
Nuits, p. 101-102),

(22) Maoriz, I, p. 439; I, p. 12; Ravaissg, Essai, I, p. 55-56; CIA, E'gypte, 1%,
p. 220,

(23) Qusama, p. 239-240; Oumara, p. 286-287; Grousser, Histoire des Croisades,
I, p. 350. :

(3) Magmuz, 11, p. 12, 78; Oumara, p. 106, n. 2, 280, 285, n. 9. -
(25) Magrizy, I, p. 338; trad. Casanova, IIL, p. 284.

(26) Qumara, p. 314, n. 2; Magrizi, I, p. 339; trad. Casanova, I, p. 287; CasaNova,
Citadelle, p. 652; SCHLUMBERGER, Campagnes du roi Amaury, p. 203-204.

(27) Magruzi, I, p. 326; Nudjum, IX, p. 205,

(28) ZErTERSTEEN, Geschichte der Mamlukensultane, p. 226; Maqrizi, II, p. 425;
Nudjum, X1, p. 13, 84, 219, 279.

(29) Dyamarti, I, p. 25-26, 182; trad., VI, p. 56; VII, p. 20.

(30) Djyasarti, I, p. 154, 159; trad., VI, p. 291, 302.

(81) Dyasartr, III, p. 271; IV, p. 57, 126; trad., VIL, p. 243; VIII, p. 122, 375.
(32) Dyamarr, I, p. 160; trad., VI, p. 303.

AKBAR,

HERETIQUE OU APOSTAT?

PAR

AZIZ AHMAD

L’expérience de loin la plus audacieuse qui ait jamais été tentée dans
toute Phistoire de 1’éclectisme est celle qu’entreprit dans I'Inde musul-
mane 1’'empereur mogol Akbar (1556-1605). Né dans une période difficile,
aprés que son pére, dépossédé de son empire, se fut enfui en Perse,
Akbar ne recut pas 1’éducation habituellement réservée aux princes de
la dynastie. I1 était presque illetiré et s’en faisait gloire. « Les prophétes,
disait-il, étaient tous illettrés. Les croyants devraient donc maintenir
dans cet état Vun de leurs fils (1), » Akbar était un homme d’une profonde
piété ou, plus exactement, un homme désespérément voué a la recherche
d’une religion.

Dans sa jeunesse, il accepta aveuglément les dogmes de la religion ortho-
doxe traditionnelle et professa un culte quelque peu exagéré pour les
saints Cistis, morts ou vivants. Jusqu’en 1579, il alla se recueillir presque
chaque année @ sur la tombe de Mu‘in al-din Citi, 2 Ajmer ot il avait
effectué,  pied, en 1567, un pélerinage pour rendre gréce au saint de la
conquéte de Cittor 3.

A cette époque, le soufisme avait toutefois perdu en Inde de sa vigueur
et de son dynamisme, et les esprits orthodoxes, d’une extréme intolé-
rance, faisaient la guerre aux mouvements alfis. Le soufisme s’était
assoupi dans P'ordre Cittis aprés Khwajd Mubammad Gestdaraz, et

LIBRAIRIE ORIENTALISTE PAUL GEUTHNER
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CHAPTER I

THE FIRST ENGLISH COMMERCIAL MISSION TO
THE COURT OF AKBAR : RALPH FITCH

( 1583-1591 )

]. The Background :

The first Englishman who arrived at India on a commercial
mission to the court of Akbar in 1584 was Ralph Fitch, a merchant
adventurer of England.® To understand how this contact took
place it is necessary to look backwards. |

As early as September 1581 the new Levant or Turkey Company
had been established to carry on trade with Turkey by the Syndicate
of merchants of London headed by Sir Edward Osborne, Lord
Mayor of London for sometime and Richard Staper, a London
merchant,  The Company managed to obtain some commercial
privileges from the Government of Turkey under the reign of Sultan
Murad IIT (1574-95).2  Subsequently, they turned their attention
towards India. The factors responsible for this diversion are not
Scﬁnife}y known. It is, however, believed by several modern

vriters that the letter of Father Thoma& Stevens® written from Goa
1‘” /9) to his father, a London merchant, had a deep commercial
Significance and stimulated the business instincts of the English
m 33%& ts. But the matter 1s highly controversiall¥ Another

lausible factor may be found in the efforts of the Turkey Company

[t

OF the new Levant Company to open an overland tmde to. 'ﬁfh& East
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Reflerence on page 159

History of Mughal Architecture
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AKBAR
(1356-1605 a.D.)

{The Age of Personality Architecture)
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CHAPTER T

THE MAKING
oF
AKBAR'S PERSONALITY AND THOUGHT

alalu’d-Din Muhammad Akbar was born and brought up in sheer adversities and

his early fourteen vears’ life from his birth (on 5th Rajab 949 an. 15th October
1542) to his accession to the throne (on 2nd Rabiul-Akhir 963/14th February 1556)
is a nerve-breaking, pathetic story which has been oft-repeated, with more or less
details. It was, in fact, on this foundation and with this metal that his personality
was made up. An iron-will and firm determination; courage and enthusiasm to begin
and pursue to its logical end any revolutionary measure; lion’s fearless-
ness; dare-devil initiative and discretion; inexhaustible resourcefulness,
more than Sher Shah possessed; indefatigable energy, perseverance
and dedication 1o work; keen understanding and Sahaja-Buddhi, that
common sense which enables one to look to the root of the problem;
Jat-simplicity on the one hand, and grace and dignity of the House
of Timur on the other; and an wunquenchable thirst for truth and
knowledge—these were his personal assets which his early life and its
sufferings had bestowed upon him. He was a genius-flower which [e 1 Youns Akber
blossomed in hardships and brazen realities of a medieval life. 1t may ritish Library
appear 1o be a paradox but the fact stands out that most of the great @7
men of India have always been simple fellows with a similar background; they founded
Empires, while those who inherited them ‘with a silver spoon in mouth’ always spoiled
the things. This is the difference between Babur and Humayun and, more eloquently,
between Akbar and Jehangir.

Akbar’s heritage also contributed substantially to the making of his personality
and thought, primarily his liberal outlook. He belonged to the Chaghtais and the
House of Babur was distinguished for a distinctive Culture (Tahzib) and Temperament
(Mizzj). Both Babur and Humayun, his grandfather and father respectively, were free
from any religious taboos and reservations and generously patronised Fine Arts,
including Painting and Music. The latter lived at the court of Shah Tahmasp of
Persia and was associated with such a cultured Shia’ as Bairam Khan. Shia’ connection
with the early Mughals was also one of the several influences which worked upon
voung Akbar's mind, gradually and imperceptibly. Persian Culture had completely

diluted Arabic orthodexy and Akbar could not miss to realize, even in the early phases
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162 SOCIETY AND CULTURE IN MEDIEVAL INDIA

SOC] ETY A ND CUL’TURE | EN ‘ Akbaz’s tomb. This tomb isina village known as Sikan-
MEDIEVAL INDIA g dra. It is a huge structure planned by Akbar himself® during

, : his life time, but it took many years in building and was completed

[ 1206-1707 ] in 1612.% This mausoleum is not a conventional Muslim tomb;

: it is quite unlike any other ever built in this country. In design
? . ' it is like a Buddhist Vihar. The Akbar’s tomb is of a pyramidal
form, 100 feet high, and stands on a high terrace in the centre of
o ,//4/ . . e

\ : SRR a very extensive and well-laid out garden. 1ts beauty is set off by

four graceful minarets of white marble, one at each corner. Accord-

Givanet Uats,

(e o y S~

\f v 2 ST Ry > ‘*‘ ing to Percy Brown no other monument in northern India had an
N s / elegant minaret of this type before Akbar’s tomb was built at
S M1 j“i“‘"ej‘i i : Sikandra.*® The double arched gateway of this tomb is embellished
-~ ~ on both sides with inlay work of exquisite beauty.
\ ) \} (\_\ ‘[ R The mausoleum itself is a five-storeyed building and looks
J g like *a low truncated pyramind’’, each storey of which grows
R | _ : smaller than the one below it. It stands on a raised platform 339
/L g Or feet square. At the head of the-tombstone is inscribed in bold
M. P.SRIVASTAVA ‘ i P relief the expression ‘Allah-hu-Akbar’ (God is great) and atits

%

Department of History /' ;! . ﬁ, ] foot ‘Jall-e-Jalal-Hu’, There isat the head of the tomb-stone,a
Jadalpur University /'\ /" R small half pillar with a circular niche. Ninety-nine names of God

i i v 4 are inscribed in Arabic around the tomb. According to Fergusson
G the total height of the building now is a little more than 100 feet
to the top of the angle pavalions, and the central dome 30 or 40
feet higher, which is the poroportion that the base gives, scems just
what is wanted to make this tomb as beautiful in outline and in
proportion as it is in detail. Had it been so completed, it certainly

Gy would have sanked next to the Taj, among Indian Mausoleums,4°
— e R But Percy Brown says that the monument, as itis, including its
Gy : _71 / upper storey, is complete. “In many respect”, he says, ‘the
U ‘__J_Qz unroofed terrace and its refined ireatment is an appropriate finish
Tasrf o - | QSL.Ol : to the building as a whole.”¥! Havel says that Akbar’s tomb is a
) l S8l 5 ‘ worthy monument of one of the greatest of Indian rulers.”
- . ‘ {37) V. A. Smith Akbar the Great Mughal, p. 42
(38) H. G. Rawlinson; India-A Short Cultural History, p 360
39) TIadian Architecture (1slamic Period) Vol. 1T p. 107
L {40) James Fergusson; History of Indian and Eastern Architecture Vol,
| IT p. 309

CHUGH PUBLICATIONS (41) Indian Architecture (Islamic Period) Vol, 11 p, 103
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DAKHIN POLICY OF THE MUGHALS

The first two Mughal emperors had no leisure to think
seriously of conquering the south India. Babur was, no doubt,
interested in the affairs of the south and took note of the political
developments there, as is clear from his autobiography, but his
career in India was so short that he could not conquer even the
whole of Northern India. Humayun’s tumultuous career
concerned itself with the affairs of Northern India. The acquisi-
tion by Mughal Kings of Kabul, Kashmir, Sind, Baluchistan and
Kandhar completed their conquest of Northern India and the
position of the Mughal Empire was greatly consolidated. This
diverted their attention towards the South. It was Akbar’s long-
cherished desire to bring the Shia Sultanates of the South under
his ownsway. After he was successful in establishing his
authority in the North, he found himself at leisure to turn his

attention towards the South.

Akbar was the first Mughal Emperor to formulate a concrete
scheme for_ conquest of the South. In this, he only followed the
traditional policy of the early rulers of Hindustan such as, the

Mauryas, the Guptas, the Khiljis and the Tughlugs. ~Akbar’s

Dakhin policy sought to realize two objects, namely, (1) the

establishment of an all-India empire with himself as its head, and

(2) driving away the Portuguese, who were rising into importance

as a political power, to the sea. Being an imperialist of the type

of ancient Indian Kings like Chandra Gupta Maurya or Samudra

Gupta, Akbar desired to achieve the distinction of Chakrvartin
10
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‘, Badauni’s Reaction to
Akbar’s Religious Ideas

lnitially on joining the court Badauni was impressed by the
Emperor. He records some of the characteristics of the Emperor
in the Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh, his memoirs, which he wrote in.
secret. The Emperor showed interest in the various departments

of the Empire and had reverence for Shaikhs and Ulema. The

Emperor was liberal and kind,? and constructed charity houses
for the poor.'“’. He was broad-minded and far-sighted,s vigilant“f
and deeply interested in art and architecture. Badauni has

cited examples when the Emperor forgave his foes.® Prior to

the prO{;nl_llgation of the Din-i-llahi, Badauni considers Akbar to
be a religious man who considered it his duty to visit the tombs

of Sifaikhs and holy men, especially the tomb of Khwaja Muin-

ud-din Chishti at Ajmer.” After victory at a battle, the Emperor;
often went on foot to pay his homage to Ajmer.8 Akbar’s rever-*“i
ence for Shaikhs increased after the prophecy of Shaikh Salim
Chishti, in’ connection with the birth of Salim, came true.® Salim

1. Badauni, Vol. II, pp. 16, 38, 75-76, 97, 171, 348.

2. ibid., p. 324.

3._ Ibid., pp. 52, 66, 164, 165, 166, 145-146.
i 4. 1bid., pp. 74-75, 97-98, 145, 367,

5. Ibid., pp. p. 74, 132, 173.

6. Ibid., pp. 166-167,

7. Ibid,, pp- 49, 104-105, 108, 123-124, 139, 165, 238-239.
8. Ibid., pp. 104-105.

9. Ibid., pp. 108-109.

adauni’s Reaction to Akbar’s Religious Ideas 87

_ was born in the Shaikh's hospice on the 30th of August 1569*
 and as a thanksgiving Akbar had a lofty palace| built on the top
_of the hill of Sikri near the monastery and old prayer house of
“the Shaikh. In addition to this, Akbar also laid! the foundation

of a new prayer house and a high and spe;lcious mosque of
stone.? Murad was also born there on the 7th of June 1570°

~ while Daniyal was born in the dargah of Shaikh Muin-ud-din
. Chishti on the 10th of September 1572%

Badauni records that in March 1568,° while hunting in the

neighbourhood of Alwar, Akbar separated himself from the
camp and went to Narnouli and there he paid homage to
 Shaikh Nizam and entreated his blessings.® In the year 1569-
70" Akbar had Mirza Mugim of Isfahan put to death on the
- charge of being a shigh® Earlier in 1566-67° on the request
 of the courtiers, Mir Murtaza’s body was exhumed from the
 neighbourhood of Khusru’s grave as he was a shiah.' Badauni
~ also records that Akbar would sit alone in the early mornings
_ in a quiet lonely pot in a pensive and contemplative mood!!
" and he tried to imitate the example of Sulaiman Karani® It
- was his feeling of reverence for Shaikhs and Ulema that Akbar
_ felt intense joy at the news of the coming of Mirza Sulaiman, a
- sahib-i-hal,® from Badakhshan.* During some months of 1575-
- 7615 Akbar observed silence having stopped all ingress and
egress to mankind, as he wished to practise retirement of a
' monastic solitude.®

17th Rabi-ul-awwal 977 A.H; Badauni, Vol, I, p. 120.

Badauni, Vol. 11, pp. 108-109. ‘

. 3rd Moharrum 918 A.H.

. 20d Jama-di-ul-awwal 980 A.H.

. Ramzan 975 AH.

. Badauni, Vol. II, p. 105.

977 A H.

. Badauni, Vol. 11, p. 124.

. 974 A.H,

" 10. Badauni, Vol. II, p. 99. ;
11. Ibid., p. 200; Roychoudhury, p. 67. |

12. Ruler of Bengal between 1563-1573 who was sucTeeded by his impe-

R N T N

rious son Daud. :
13. A person of suff tendencies. ‘
14. Badauni, Vol. I1, p. 201. |

15. 983 A H.
16. Badauni, Vol. II, p. 200; Roychoudhury, p. 53. |
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~ Sehwan. Jani Beg was taken to the court where he was treated

well. He was also given a high rank of 5,000.) and Thatta was
restored to him as a mark of royal favour.

Akbar paid a second visit to Kashmir in 1592 and on his
return to Lahore in December of the same year, he received the
news of the conquest of Orissa by Raja Man Singh. Orissa was
attached to the Suba of Bengal and it remained to form its part
till 1751. 1In 1595, Bulochistan was conquered by Mir Masum
and was annexed to the Empire. Akbar was victorious from all
sides and his encmies had been over powered. Abdulla felt happy
that Akbar did not co-operate with Abbas for declaring war
against him. He became friendly and tried to live at peace with
Akbar. Thus Kashmir, Bulochistan and Kandhar were conquered
and annexed, and all uprising, large and small, were put down.
No longer could Abdullah exploit Akbar’s position for his own
benefit!? and we find that the North-western Frontier was made
secure,

~Akbar’s relation with Persia : Humayun had seized Kandhar
from his brother Kamran with the help of the Persian troops.
Humayun must have seen the importance of possessing Kandhar
which commanded the principal route between India and the
countries of western Asia. The Shah acquiesced in this forcible
seizure for the moment because he had to defend his country
against his formidable enemies the Turks and the uzbegs in the 16th
century. Humayun granted Kandhar as a fief to Bairam Khan
his Shia minister, and Bairam Khan entrosted it to Shah
Muhammad Qandhari to govern it in his name. When Akbar
ascended the throne trouble began as Babhadur Uzbeg tried to
seize Kandhar. Shah Muhammad invited Persians to occupy the
city as he could not get help from Delhi. Akbar admitted the
lagitimacy of the Persian claim to Kandhar hence Shah Muhammad
obeyed the order of the Emperor and from this time Kandhar

11. Eliot, Vol. 1, p. 252.
12. Ain-i-Akbari, Vol. I, p. 363.
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RAJPUT POLICY OF THE MUGHALS

The contemporary records show ‘t~h'{1t Babar and Humayun
had come into close contact with the rulers of Ambc.:r, Mewar,
and had fought with them, but they could not subjugate tthem
completely. These Mughal emperors did not have{ egough isttﬁtf;;
manship in them to realize the imporiance of‘an alliance .w e
Rajputs and to appreciate the value of their co-operaltlo.n and
friendship. The credit must be given to Akt?ar who revo u;ir‘:ar’s
the Mughal policy towards the chiefs of Rajasthan. Bll,;t e
treatment of the Rajputs was not the out(.:ome of thoug °
sentiment or a mere chivalrous regard for th.elr valour‘, gene(riom y
and patriotism. It was the result of a delfberate policy aln' was{;
based on the principles of enlightened self interest, IeCOgn.ltIIOt}ll ‘od
merit, justice and fair play. As his Muslim n.obles and. officials t;
been far from loyal and had rebelled aganil and ag‘am and as the
Afghans in the country were the sworn enemies of hlS‘ royal hguse,
Akbar decided to seek the co-operation of the R.ajputs and use
them as a counterpoise against his self-seeking Muslim nobles and

officials.?

Akbar was by nature a tolerant and broad-mindf:d s'overelg.'n.
He sympathiszd with the Hindus and sought 'thelr frxendshli).
Akbar was born under the sheltering roof of a Hindu .and shortb y
after his accession, relations developed bctwef?n him 'and t c}
Hajputs which have been of wide signiﬁcance in the history ;)
Hindustan; for it was precisely from this race that he not only

1. A.L.Srivastava. The Mughal Empire; p. 503

Rajput Policy of the M ughals ' 63

drew friends but some of his most influential counsellors and
distinguished generals.? The Rajputs were the military leaders of
the Hindu community. They were the best fighting men of India
and it was necessary for him to subdue or conciliate them if his
empire was to rest upon solid foundations. Akbar became more
inclined to extend his favour to them and to make them sharers in
developing the grandiose plan of the empire, knowing no distinc-
tion of caste and creed when men like Todarmal, Man Singh and

Birbal joined his service and impressed him with their genius and
ability,

The Emperor’s mind rose above the pretty prejudices of his
age and he decided to associate the Rajputs with him on honour.
able terms in  his ambitious enterprises.® It was a well known fact
that there could be no Indian empire without the Rajputs, no

social or political synthesis without their intelligent and active co-
operation. -

Morecver, there had already been points of contact between
Hindus and Mughals. When Babar was Pblanning the conquest of
Hindustan, he several times entered into negotiations—having for
their object the dethronement of Ibrahim Lodi*—with Rans Sanga,
then the most powerful and respected of Rajput chiefs. Like
Babar, Humayun was not averse to friendliness with Hindus when
this suited his purpose; in his needs, he has sought protection
againts Shershah from Maldeo, Raja of Jodhpur but without
success and the aid he craved was firs afforded by the Rana of
Amarkot. Another instance of alliance occurred during Bahadur
Shah’s first siege of Chitor, when its Rana sent an embassy to
supplicate Humayun’s help.5 The native annals of Mewar add
the further information that Rani KumaVati, the noble mother of

E 2. S. Beveridge, The Emperor Akbar, Vol 1, p. 144
“ 3

Dr.Ishwari Prasad, The Mughal Empire; p. 210

4. Babar and Humayun, Eraskine, Vol I, p. 462; Tuzak-i-Babri Elliot,
Vol 1V, p. 264

5. Firishtah, Briggs, Vol 11, p.74
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them and maintaining law and order which was necessary for
successful cultivation.?

We also learn that the accepted share of produce to be paid
was one-sixth, or less, though the Laws of Manu allowed one-
fourth to be taken in emergencies. However, we find that through
the ages, the amount of revenue actually collected by the king
and their administrators was much greater than that allowed by
Manu.

Land revenue, having always been the chief source of income
for the royal treasury, was an important issue in the administration
of every kingdom.

The first two Mughal Emperors Babar and Humayun allow-
ed the land revenue system of the sultanate period to remain in
existence and generally collected revenue on the basis of the old
records without surveying the land and ascertaining the actual
produce of the soil. It was the time of Akbar (1556-1605), the

great Mughal emperor, that a definite system which proved to be

workable and profitable for the kingdom, as well as the king, was
inaugurated,

Akbar had two main principles which guided him through-

‘out his life in the rule of his empire.

1. To conquer for securing unity.

2. To introduce, as he conquered, principles so acceptable
to all classes, to the prince as well as to the peasant,
that they should combine to regard him as the protect-
ing father, the unit necessary to ward off from them evil,
the assurer to them of the exercise of their immemorial
rights and privileges, the asserter of the right of
the ablest independently of his religion, caste, or
nationality, to exercise command under himself, the

1., Day U, N; The Mughal Goveronment 1556-1707, p. 100
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Islira Ansiklopedis
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acamndaki dstiin ve dnemli yerini aglkca\belirtmigtir. Hatta o siralarda
Cin imparatoru, Cin’de yasayan misliman tebaasmm hutbeyi Kanuni
adina okumasin kabul etmistir. Hiim ayf@n’vn da Osmankh sultanlarinin
padisahliga 1ayik yegine hikiimdarlar oldugunu ifadeden gekinmedigi -
gorilmektedir. Seydi Ali Reie Delhi’de bulundugu sirada 1556’da Hii-
mayln 6lmis ve bu olay, Seydi Ali Reis’in tavsiyesi ile Ekber
Sah tahta geginceye kadar kimseye duyurulmamstir. Geng Ekber,
tahta geger gegmesz Osmanlilara babasindan daha fazla ilgi gosterdigini
ifade eden bir mektubu Seydi Ali Reis ile Kanuntye yollamigtar,
Ekber, bu mektubunda Kanuni’yi yeryiiziiniin halifesi, zamanim bii-
tin hitkiimdarlarinm sigmag ve hiikiimdarlar arasmda gikan biitiin
anlasmazlklarin halledicisi olarak tavsif etmekte, aradaki miinasebet-
terin devam etmesi dileginde bulunmaktadir. Halbuki Ekber, sonradan
Osmanh hilkameti aleyhino siyasi faaliyetlere gececek ve bir hitkiim-
dar olarak kendisinin ilahi haklarndan bahsedecektir.

EKBER DEVRI (1556 - 1605)

Tam adi Ebu’l-Feth Celaleddin Mehmet Ekber Sah’dir. Ekber,
1556 yih baslarmda tahta gectizi zaman 13 vasinda idi. Onun yukanda
zikri gegcen mektubuna Osmank sultaninm cevap verip vermedigi hak-
kinda bir bilgimiz yoktur. Bu swalarda Osmanhlarm Siiveys’te bir
kanal agma projesi bagsariya ulagmamus, Pers kérferi ile Hint denizin-
deki Tirk donanmalan yenilmisler, Portekizliler acik denizlere hé-
kim duruma gegmislerdir. Ruslar’in da Kazan ve Astrahan’ almalars,
Seydi Ali Reis’in Kirgiz steplerinden Hazer’in kuzey yolu ile dén-
mesini imkéansiz bir hale getirmis, o da déntigiinii Iran yolu ile yapmak
zorunda kalmigti, Diger taraftan 1558°de Iran Salu Tahmashb, Kan-
dahar’ isgal etmis; Ekber buna karst koyamamusti. Iran ile olan miina-
gebetler, hac vazifesini yerine getirmenin imkénsizlasmasy iizerine daha
da kotilesmisti. Hattda Ekber’in geyhiilislimi Mahdtm el-Milk,
hac yollarinn karadan, “sapik” Safeviler; denizden de hristivan Por-
tekigliler tarafindan kesilmis bulunmas: dolayisiyle haccin Hint miis- -
limanlarn: baglayie: olmadifs yolunda bir fetva vermisti., 1576°da
Sah Tahmash 6lmiis, yerine oglu II. Ismail gegmis, durum, biraz
diizelmistir, Bu sirada Ekber ile Portekizliler arasmda da bir anlasmaya
varldig: anlaglmaktadir, Zira Ekber karadan, ya da denizden hacc’a
gideceklere genel! bir miiszade verdigini, bunlann masraflariom hazi-
neden karsilanacagm bildirmistir. fran’da Tahmash’m olimiinii takip
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Akbar

early Islam. The daughter of Umm Ruman and one of the
 Prophet’s companions, Abu Bakr (the first caliph of Islam
after the death of the Prophet), she married Muhammad at a
young age. Her intelligence, beauty, and spirited personality
are well recorded in historical sources.

The hadith tradition records a unique level of intimacy
shared by the Prophet and ‘A’isha. They bathed in the same
water, he prayed while she lay stretched out in front of him,
he received revelation when they were under the same blan-
ket, and he expressed a desire to be moved to ‘A’isha’s
chambers when he knew his death was approaching. Affec-
tion and playfulness also characterized their relationship.
They raced with each other and enjoyed listening to the
singing of Ethiopian musicians togethier. The Prophet re-
lated that when ‘A’isha was pleased with him, she would swear
“By the God of Muhammad” and when she was annoyed with
him she would swear “By the God of Abraham.” She regularly
engaged the Prophet on issues of revelation and religion.
Recognizing her intelligence and perceptiveness, he told the
Muslims “Take two-thirds of your religion from al-Hurmayra,”
the term of affection referring to the rosy-cheeked ‘A’isha.

A scandal once surrounded ‘A’isha, who was mistakenly
left behind during a caravan rest stop on an expedition with
the Prophet. She returned to Medina escorted by a young
man who had found her waiting alone, Amid the ensuing
gossip and speculation about ‘A’isha’s fidelity, one of the
Prophet’s companions, ‘Ali, advised Muhammad to divorce
her. This caused her to bear deep resentment against ‘Ali,
which manifested itself in her later opposition to him as
Mubhammad’s successor. Finally a Qur’anic revelation exon-
erated her of all suspected wrongdoing, proclaiming her
innocence. This same revelation established the punishment
for false accusations of adultery.

In the lifetime of the Prophet she, together with Mubam-
mad’s other wives, was referred to as “Mother of the Believ-
ers.” She is known to have transmitted approximately 1,210
traditions (hadiths), only 300 of which are included in the
canonical hadith collections of Bukhari and Muslim. She is
said to have transmitted hadith to at least eighty-five Mus-
lims, as well as to have corrected inaccuracies in the hadiths
reported by some of the Prophet’s male companions.

After the death of the Prophet, she was critical of the third
caliph, “Uthman, but also called his killers to accountabilicy
during the caliphate of ‘Ali. Together with the Companions
Zubair and Talha, she mobilized opposition to ‘Ali, culminat-
ing in the Battle of the Camel (656 c.z.). The name of the
battle reflects the centrality of ‘A’isha’s role in the conflict,
seated on her camel in the middle of the battlefield. This
struggle over succession marked the development of 2 major
civil war (called fitna) in Islam, which ultimately contributed
to one of the most significant religious and political divisions
in the Muslim world. The representations of ‘A’isha in
subsequent Shi‘ite and Sunni polemics reflected some of the

Islam and the Muslim World

historical antagonisms between the two. Many Shi‘ite Mus-
lims reviled ‘A’isha, whereas Sunni Muslims embraced her as
a revered wife of the Prophet. Tradition holds that she was
consulted on theological, legal, and other religious issues, and
was also known for her poetic skills. She is buried at al-Baqi
in Medina. )

See also ‘Ali; Bukhari, al-; Fitna; Muhammad; Shi‘a:
Early; Sunna, :
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Sa‘diyya Shaikh

AKBAR (1542-1605)

Jalal al-Din Akbar was born in 1542 as his father Humayun
fled India before the forces of the Afghan warlord Sher Shah
Sur. After thirteen years of exile, his father returned to rule
India, but died in 2 fall in a matter of months. Akbar came to
the throne at the age thirteen in 1555. He ruled untl his own
death in 1605.

Akbar’s reputation as the tue founder of the Mogul
empire rests partly on his own reign of fifty years and partly
on the writings of Abu ’I-Fazl, a loyal companion who was
Akbar’s ardent supporter. Abu *1-Fazl’s Ain-i Akbari and
Akbarnamab presented the image of Akbar as a political
genius. Abu 'I-Fazl saw Akbar as the “perfect man” (insan-i
kasmil) of Sufilore: a master of both the temporal and spiritual
realms. He, therefore, inflated Akbar’s reputation whenever
possible.

In practical terms, Akbar adopted some of the administra-
tive practices of the defeated Sher Shah. As the influence of
his grandfather and father’s aging courtiers declined, Akbar
was free to recruit a new corps of advisors, like Abu *1-Fazl.
These advisors depended on his patronage for their own
status. During Akbar’s reign, India saw an influx of silver
bullion as European traders began massive purchases of
Indian cloth. Because of the cash nexus created by increased
commerce, Akbar was able to manage a system in which
officials received salaries either directly from the imperial
treasury or through assignments of the government’s revenue

33

Edit. Richard C. Martin, Encyclopedia of Islam and the Muslim World,
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EI? Suppl.(ing), The Encyclopaedia of Islam Supplement, Leiden 1980-, pp.

N

378 AL-HUSAYMA — ‘IBADAT KHANA

A. Moulieras, Le Maroc inconnu, vingt deux ans
d’exploration, i, Paris 1895, 9r-ror, “‘Tribu des
Beni Ouriarel”, gi-ror with map; Marquis de
Segonzac, Yoyages au Maroc, Paris 1903, 56;
B. Meakin, The Land of the Moors, London 1901,
336-9; M. Besnier, Géographie ancienne du baroc,
in AM, iii (1904); C. R. Leclerc, Le Maroc Septen-
trional, souvemirs el impressions, Algiers I1905;
E. Doutté, art. Alkucemas, in EI'; 1. Bauer, El
Rif y la kabila de Beni Urriaguel, in Memorias de
la Socictad espaiola de antropologia, etnografia
y prehistoria, i (Madrid 1921-2); Col. H. de Castries,
Sources inédites, Filaliens, i, Paris 1922, 86;
J. Cazenave, Les Présides Espagnoles d'Afrique,
leur organisation au XVIIIe sikcle, in R. Afr.,
1922[2, 255-69, and 1922(3, 457-507; A. Steiger,
Contribucién a la fonética del hispano-arabe y de
los espafiola, Madrid 1922; al-Badisl, El-magsad
(vies des saints du Rif), annotated French tr. G. S.
Colin, in AM, xxvi (1926); Rif et Jbala {a com-
munication), in Bulletin de enseignement public
du Maroc, 1xxi (Jan. 1296) (with bibl.); Ibn Zay-
dan, Ithdf, Rabat 1931, 346-7 (Hadjrat al-Nukdr);
J. Caillé, La représentation diplomatique de la
France au Maroc, PIHEM, Notes et Documents,
viii, Paris 1951, with a complete bibl. of the Com-
pagnie d’Albouzéme; Leo Africanus, Africae des-
creptio, French tr. A. ﬁpaulard, Paris 1956, 277-8;
P. Schmitt, Le Maroc d'aprés la géographie de
Ptolémée, Centre de Recherches Piganiol, Tours
1973; A. al-Bi‘ayyashi, Harb al-Rif al-tahriryya,

- Tangier 1974,1, 112-4. (G. DEVERDUN)

D HUSAYN . ‘ALl 5. HANZALA [see ‘ALl B.

HANZALA, above].
— HUSAYN DJAJADININGRAD [see HOESEIN
DJAJADININGRAT, above].

w_ AL-HUSAYNI, Sapr ar-Dix Apu 'L-Hasan “Ari
B. Nisir B. AL}, author of the late Saldidk
period and early decades of the 7th/13th century,
whose work is known to us through its incorporation
within an anonymous history of the Saldjiks and
succeeding Atabegs of Adharbavdijan, the Akkbdr al-
Dawla al-saldjiikiyya (ed. Muhammad Igbal, Lahore

IATROMANCY [see FIRASA, ISTIKHARA]
L GBADAT KHANA; literally “House of Worship”,
the name of the chamber or building where
religious discussions among theologians
were held under the patronage of the Mughal
Emperor Akbar. It was constructed by Akbar at
Fathpir Sikri [g.¢.] the seat of his court, in 983/1575.
He was then interested in finding a common inter-
pretation of Muslim law, and invited Muslim jurists
and theologians to hold discussions with a view
to resolving their disputes; he was himself present
at many of these. It was discovered, during the course
of discussions, that Muslim orthodoxy was divided
not only on the fine points of law but also on basic
principles. Akbar’s subsequent disenchantment with

Muslim orthodoxy were ascribed by Badd’ini to’

the effects of the open and bitter theological disputes
of the “Ibddat Khina. Akbar then enlarged the scope
of the debate by inviting non-Muslim divines to
discussions in the ¢Ibadat Khana, and Hindus,

1933; Tkish. tr. Necati Lugal, Ankara 1943; cf.
Brockelmann, 12, 392, Suppl. I, 554-5). Al-Husayni
apparently composed the Zubdat al-tawarikh,
akhbiar al-umard® wa ’l-mulak al-saldjikiyya, which
forms the first part of the longer, anonymous work.
The Zubda was in turn based on the history of the
Saldjtks by ‘Imad al-Din al-Katib al-Isfahani [g.v.],
continued up to 590/1193-4, the date of the death
of the last Great Saldjik sultan, Toghril III. The
author of the Akhbar al-dawla al-saldjikiyya then
continued his own work with the history of the Ata-
begs of Adharbavdian, either up to 620/1223-4 or
622/x225-6, the latter being the date of the deaths
of the caliph al-Nasir [¢.v.] and of Ozbeg b. Pahlawan
[see ILDENIZIDS].

There are considerable problems regarding both
al-Husayni and the anonymous author and their re-
spective works, which have been discussed by K. Siiss-
heim, Prolegomena zu einer Ausgabe der im Britischen
Museusn zu London verwahrien Chrosk des Seld-
schuqischen Reiches, Leipzig 1911, by M. T. Houtsma,
Some remarks on the history of the Saljuks, in A0, iii
(xg925), 145 ff., by Lugal in the Introd. to his trans-
lation of the .4khbdr, by Cl. Cahen, Le Malik-ndmeh
et Uhistoire des origines seljukides, in Oriens, ii (1949),
32-7, and by Angelika Hartmann, an-Ndsir li-Din
Allgh (1180-1225), Politik, Religion, Kultur in der
spdten “Abbasidenzeil, Berlin 1975, 17-18.

It seemns that al-Husayni’s name became attached
to the Akhbar through a copyist’s mistake, the real
author being, in Hartmann’s view, an official in the
administration at Baghdad. As for al-Husayni, he
remains an enigmatic figure; he was apparently an
¢Alid, and may conceivably be identical with the
““al-Sadr al-Adjall, Sadr al-Milla wa "I-Din"’ of Nigha-
piir, historian and poet, whom ‘Awfl [¢.v.] mentions
and knew personally in the early 7thfr3th century,
see his Lubab al-albdb, ed. Sa‘id Nafisi, Tehran
1335/1956, 125-7.

Bibliography: Given in the article.
(C. L. BoswoRTH)
== HUT [see SUKNA]
e HYDROMANCY [see 1STINZAL]

Christians and Parcees could now explain articles
of their faith and engage in controversy with Muslim
divines. The Dabistan-i madhdhib contains an in-
teresting record of these discussions among repre-
sentatives of various religions.

With the mahdar of 987/1579, when Muslim theo-
logians set forth high claims for Akbar as an inter-
preter and enforcer of Muslim law, the ‘Ibadat
Khana sessions seem to have ended. The mahdar did
not win much support among Muslims; and Akbar
himself began to hold larger religious views. More-
over, he left Fathpiir SikrI soon afterwards, and his
sessions with such religious divines as appeared at
his court were held elsewhere.

The actual building of the ¢Ibidat Khéana at
Fathpur Sikri has not been properly identified.

Bibliography: Abu 'I-Fadl, A%in-i Akbari, ed.

Blochmann, Bibl. Ind., Calcutta 1867-77; idem,

Akbar-ndma, Bibl. Ind., Calcutta 1873-87; ‘Abd

al-Kadir Bada’ani, Muniakhab al-tawdrikh, Bibl.
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AKBAR

Muhammad Abmad Ziyada, Dawr al-mara’

al-siyasi, Cairo 2001.

Aspia AFSARUDDIN

Akbar

Abt 1-Fath Jalal al-Din Muhammad
Akbar (949-1014/1542-1605, r. 963—
1014/1556—-1605) was the third Timiirid
ruler in South Asia and the effecave
. founder of the Timarid empire. Although
Akbar’s grandfather Babur (r. 888-99/
1483-94) brougilt Timuorid sovereignty
south of the Hindu Kush, neither he nor
Akbar’s father, Humayan (r. 937-47/
153040 and 962-3/1555-6), had the
- opportunity to establish a lasting polity
there. Akbar’s conquests established clear
Timitirid dominance throughout the Indo-
Gangetic Plain and its immediate environs.
His political and institutional innovations
formed the foundation of a larger, more
centralised, and more durable empire,
with broader legiimacy than any of his
Mushm predecessors enjoyed during the
four centuries of the Delhi sultanate. For
all practical purposes, the word “Mughal”
means “Akbari.”

1. EARLY LIFE

Born at Amarkot’, in Sind, in 949/
1542 to Hamida Banao Begum (933—
1013/1527-1604), herself from a Persian
ShiT family, Akbar suffered the conse-
quences of his father’s weak positon
in his first years. He became a pawn in
Humaytin’s struggle against his broth-
ers; his uncle Mirza Kamran (915-64/
1509-57) held him hostage several times.
Only his two wet nurses, Maham Anaga
(d. 969/1562) and Jiji Anaga, and JijT’s
husband, Shams al-Din—who had saved
Humiaytin from drowning and was
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later given the tile Ataka {foster-father)
Khan—remained with him throughout
his childhood. The Timard accounts of
Akbar’s birth and childhood include the
portents of greamess, including favourable
astrological events and dreams, common
in the biographies of such figures as the
founder of the Mongol empire, Chinggis
Khan (557-624/1162-1227); the Mongol
conqueror and founder of the Timirid
empire, Timir (736-807/1336-1405); and
the ruler of Iran, Shah Isma4il Safavi
(892-930/1487-1524). These accounts
also portray him as an idle and difficult
student.

Akbar held several appanages in his
youth. After Humayin regained control
of the Panjab from the Stir Afghans in
962/1555, he conferred the appanage of
Hisar (northwest of Delhi, in contempo-
rary Haryana), considered the reserve of
the crown prince, upon Akbar, and then
appointed him governor of the Panjab, with
Bayram Khan (d. 968/1561) the leading
Timirid officer, as his guardian. A Qara-
Qoytinla Turk, Bayram Khan had played
a critical role in Humaytn’s campaigns of
the 950s/1540s and 960s/1550s. He and
Akbar were in Kalanawr, near Gurdaspur
mm the Panjdb, when they received word
of Humaytin’s death. Bayram Khan hast-
ily enthroned Akbar on 2 Rabi‘ IT 963/14
February 1556, assumed the positon of
regent, and proceeded to Delhi. Akbar’s
only brother, Mirza Muhammad Hakim
(960-93/1553-83), the titular governor
of Kabul, was an infant, and there was
consequently no oppositon to Akbar’s
enthronement.

Acting as regent for Akbar, Bayram
Khan dominated the Indo-Timarid prin-
cipality until 967/1560. He dealt success-
fully with the challenge of the resurgent
Stri Afghan forces and their Hindu
general Himt. The St forces defeated
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AKBAR 1, ABU'L-FATH JALAL-AL-DIN MOHAM-
MAD (949-1014/1542-1605), third and greatest of the
Mughal emperors of India. Akbar established the
patterns of Mughal government and culture during his
forty-nine year reign. While he worked successfully to
establish his empire as one of the major sovereign states
of the Islamic world, independent of the Safavid Persian
sponsorship his grandfather and father had from time
to time been forced to acknowledge, paradoxically his
reign brought Persian cultural influence to its zenith in
India, and the resulting Indo-Persian synthesis; in fact,
outlived the Mughals.

The foothold of Akbar’s grandfather Babor in

Hindustan was lost by his son Homayin in the first year
of Akbar's life. After years of exile in, and sponsorship
by, the Safavid court of Shah Tahmasp, Homéayun was
on the verge of regaining his Indian kingdom when he
died by accident in Delhi on 12 Rabi ‘ I 963/24 January
1556. Akbar was only thirteen years and three months

~old at the time. He was the first Mughal ruler to have

beed born in India (at Umarkot, Sind) and to identify
with it, though his mother, [Jamida Bani, wasa Persian
and thus, like his father, a foreigner. His early life was
unsettled enough to permit him to avoid most formal

* schooling (some authorities argue that he remained

illiterate all his life), and he spent his efforts in mastering
the more profitable arts of war and leadership. His
powerful mind thus escaped the dogmatic rigidity that
characterized much of medieval education, but he
retained a zest for learning which was manifested in

later life by his interests in curricular reform and his
~ patronage of writers of new and better textbooks.

Homaylin had given the young prince responsibilities
from an early date, and he was already governor of the

Panj_éb at the time of his father’s death. When Akbar
" was officially proclaimed emperor on 3 Rabi® 11 963/14

February 1556, the prospects were not promising for a
long or successful reign. Sekandar Sur was still d'threat

. in the Panjab; other Afghan chiefs beld most of the

Gangetic plains; and the Hindu minister-general HéEmu
made his own bid for powsr by taking Dethi from the
Mughals in October, 1556. But under the exceptionally
able and loyal regent Bayram Khan (q.v.), the Mughals
rallied to defeat Hemii decisively at the second
battle of Panipat on 2 Moharram 964/5 November

' 1556; with the constant threat of an Afghan revival
. hanging over them, the older Mughal nobles accepted

theirksome burden of centraladministration and control
as the price for their share in continued Mughal rule over
the Asian subcontinent,

‘Political career. Throughout his life Akbar con-
sistently pursued the twin goals of enlarging the Mughal
state and increasing his own personal control over it. He

~ was the greatest centralizing ruler seen by India before

Lord Curzon or Indira Gandhi. Akbar began modestly
by dismissing his regent, Bayram Khan, in October,
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?éres, E&)is d’un groupe de population civile, originaire de Barga (Nudfum, éd. du Caire,
s Be .

(16) Casawova, Citadelle, p. 531, 544; Dissartr, I, p. 6; IIL, p. 93, 154; IV, p. 314;
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traduction francaise, IT1, p. 241; Vi, p. 178, 291. Je ne puis que protester contre Iigno- -

rance ou le laisser-aller du traducteur arabe de mon Index de Djabarii, lequel, au 1
de Bab al-Barqgiya, a lu : Bab al-Bakriya (& )L_J; ). quel, au lieu

17) Isn Muvassar, p. 80; Wier, Histoire de la Nation égypiienne, IV, p. 275,

(18) DERENBOURG, Vie d’Ousama, p. 250-251; Hist. de la Nation égyptienne, IV,
p. 286; ScaLumBERCER, Campagnes du roi Amaury, p. 36, 47.

(18) Ozf-mma, p. 272 ] QALQASHANDI, 11T, p. 358. C’est en ce sens qu'il faut corriger
les renseignements que j'ai auirefois fournis (CIA, Egypte, 11, p. 220; Hist. de la Nation
égypiienne, 1V, p. 292).

(20) Qumara, p. 271-273, 277, 283, 285-286.

_ (fl) Episode qu'on retrouve dans un conte (GAUDEFROY-D];MOMBYNES, Cent et une
Nuiis, p. 101-102). -

i';i)OMAQRIZE, I, p. 439; II, p. 12; Ravaissg, Essai, II, p. 55-56; CI4, Egypte, 1L
p. 220, '

u (23)Sggsama, p. 239-240; Oumara, p. 286-287; Grousser, Histoire des Croisades,
» p- 350. '

(24) Maonzzs, I, p. 12, 78; Oumara, p. 106, n. 2, 280, 285, n. 9.
(25) Maomiz, I, p. 338; trad. Casanova, III, p. 284.

'(2‘3{ Oumara, p. 314, n. 2; Magruzy, I, p. 339; trad. Casanova, III, p. 287; Casanova,
Citadelle, p. 652; SCHLUMBERGER, Campagnes du roi dmaury, p. 203-204.

{(27) Maograzy, 1L, p. 326; Nudjum, 1X, p. 205.

(28) 7erTERSTREN, Geschichte der Mamlukensultane, p. 226; Magrizi, 11 425;
Nudjum, XI, p. 13, 84, 219, 279, p- 2205 Maqmzt, 1L, . 425

{2} Dyamarti, I, p. 25-26, 182; irad., VI, p. 56; VII, p. 20.

(39) Disawarti, U1, p. 154, 159; trad., Vi, p. 291, 302.

{81) Djyaparty I, p. 271; IV, p. 57, 126; trad., VII, p. 243; VIII, p. 122, 375. i
38) Djyasanrr, 1LY, p. 160; wad., VI, p. 303.

. ,&ja

L 27 19¢&) PGS
X P N g oy Rf S J el 7
Lgi’f?{%ﬁ/ }J;g"@ﬁéﬁlgfug:/é’“ ‘:Zrég ?yfj <

AKBAR,

HERETIQUE OU APOSTAT?

AZIZ. AHMAD

Lexpérience de loin la plus audacieuse qui ait jamais été teniée dans
toute Vhistoire de U'éclectisme est celle qu’entreprit dans 'Inde musul-
mane 1’empereur mogol Akbar (1556-1605). Né dans une période difficile,
aprés que son pere, dépossédé de son empire, se fut enfui en Perse,
Akbar ne regut pas I’éducation habituellement réservée aux princes de
la dynastie. 11 était presque illettré et gen faisait gloire. « Les prophetes,
disait-il, élaient tous illettrés. Les croyanis devraient donc maintenir
dans cet état Pun de leurs fils @, » Akbar était un homme d’une profonde
piété ou, plus exactement, un homme désespérément voué & la recherche
d’une religion.

Dans sa jeunesse, il accepta aveuglément les dogmes de la religion ortho-
doxe traditionnelle et professa un culte quelque peu exagéré pour les
saints Cilis, morts ou vivanis. Jusqu'en 1579, il alla se recueillir presque
chaque année ) sur la tombe de Mu‘In al-din Ci&i, & Ajmer ou il avait
effectué, & pied, en 1567, un pélerinage pour rendre grice au saint de la
conguéte de Cittor ®).

A cette époque, le soufisme avait toutefois perdu en Inde de sa vigueur
et de son dynamisme, et les esprits orthodoxes, d’une extréme intolé-
rance, faisaient la guerre aux mouvements alfis. Le soufisme s’était
assoupi dans l'ordre Cittis aprés Khwaja Muhammad Gesiidaraz, et



and 17) originally covered most surfaces with Jataka
(birth-story) scenes, Buddha images, and decorative
motifs.

{See also Painting: South Asian Painting.]

J. Fergusson and J. Burgess, Cave Temples of India
(1880). G. Yazdani, Ajanta, 4 vols. (1931-1955).

Ger1 HockrIELD MALANDRA

AJIVIKA SECT, prominent school of nonor-
thodox wandering ascetics (shramanas) established
in the Ganges basin during the time of Shakyamuni
Buddha. The teachings of the founder, Gosala Maska-
riputra, combined atheism, belief in fully determined
fate (niyati), and a severe ascetic ideal that pre-
scribed complete nudity. Although an Ajivika com-
munity existed in India until at least 1300, none of
their texts has survived.

A. L. Basham, History and Doctrines of the Ajivikas
(1951). Topp THORNTON LEWIS

AJMER. Although archaeological evidence exists
for much earlier occupation of this Rajasthani city,
local legend identifies a Chauhan Rajput prince, Aja,
as its founder. The etymology for the place was Aja’s
name joined with the Sanskrit word for mountain,
meru. The city has been fought over by the Delhi
sultans, the Rajputs, the Mughals, the Marathas,
and the British. Since the thirteenth century the city
has been famous for the tomb of Shaikh Muinuddin
Chishti (d. 1236). The emperors Akbar and Jahangir
showed special respect for this saint, made frequent
pilgrimages to his tomb, and showered wealth on
his descendants. Their patronage helped to make the
town one of the most popular shrine centers in India,
attracting devotees from as far away as Afghanistan
and Bengal.
[See also Rajasthan.]

Rajasthan District Gazetieers (1966).

GreGoRrY C. KozLowski

AKALI DAL, Indian political party founded to
promote Sikh interests in 1920. Initially formed to
assist in retoring control of gurdwaras (Sikh tem-
ples) to the Sikh community, it assumed the role of
2 full-fledged political party in 1937. Following in-
dependence in 1947 it campaigned for Punjabi Suba
(statehood for Punjabi-speaking people), eventually
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succeeding in 1966, During the same period it had
contested control of the Punjab with Congress, sig-
nificantly aided by its firm hold on the gurdwaras.
Previously dominated by urban Sikhs, the Akali Dal
now draws its principal support from rural land-
owners of the Jat caste.

[See also Sikhism; Punjab; and Jats.]

Baldev Raj Nayar, Minority Politics in the Punjab
(1966). Dalip Singh, Dynamiics of Punjab Politics (1981).

W. H. McLeop

AKBAR (1542—1605), the third Mughal emperor,
ruled a major part of India from 1556 to 1605. Born
to royal parents constantly in flight, Akbar inherited
his father Humayun’s throne when he was fourteen.
His fifty-year reign marked major breaks in several
spheres. Although he inherited a small territory, Ak-
bar expanded it into a vast empire comprising all
of North India, eastern Afghanistan, western and
much of eastern India, and the northern and middle
parts of the peninsula.

Akbar pur this empire on an administrative foot-
ing that was to sustain it until the mid-eighteenth
century. The basic institution of this administrative
structure was the mansabdari system. Akbar inte-
grated leaders of the indigenous ruling class, the
Rajputs, into the imperial framework. In the pre-
ceding three centuries Rajputs and the imperial rul-
ers at Delhi had been at loggerheads, neither side
gaining a decisive victory over the other. Akbar re-
solved the conflict with generous treatment of those
who submitted to his authority and ruthless treat-
ment of the few who did not. Akbar had inherited
a nobility almost equally divided between Mughals
and Persians. Over the next quarter century he grad-
ually altered this composition by inducting at the
highest echelon diverse elements such as Afghans,
Indian Muslims, and Hindus so that by 1580 every
group had been reduced to a small minority in no
position to dominate over others or the emperor. In
this context Akbar’s political and religious philos-
ophy of mutual tolerance (“peace with all””) found
ready acceptance. The diverse yet well-balanced ele-
ments in the nobility, along with the efficient ad-
ministrative apparatus, also gave successive Mughal
emperors a much greater degree of centralized
power than any other dynasty in Indian history.

Akbar also perfected a mechanism of revenue ad-
ministration that was to last until the end of the
empire. After several experiments, the “Ten-Year
Settlement” was formulated. Land was divided into

CENCACLOPEDIR OF ASNAK WasTolS » oA 2 RF-3K 0K {Qaw %w\@.




A new Interpretation of Akbar’s * Infallibility ™
Decree of 15791

By F. W, BUCKLER, M.A., Lecturer in History, University College,
Leicester ; sometime Allen Scholar in the University of Cambridge.

TN the month of Rajab, a.n. 987 (September, 1579), the
‘Ulama of the Mughal Empire issued a joint falwa
(mahzar),? by which, according to Vincent Smith,®  Akbar
was solemnly recognized as being superior in his capacity of
Imam-i-‘Adil to any other interpreter of Muslim law, and
practically was invested with the attributes of infallibility.”
He therefore calls it the ‘‘ Infallibility Decree”, and he
interprets it as the turning-point of Alkbar’s religious life.
He regards it as the “ momentous innovation which should
extend the autocracy of Akbar from the temporal to the
spiritual side, and make him Pope as well as King ”.¢ By this
step he rendered impossible all opposition te any future
developments of his religious policy.> This limited inter-
pretation of the mahzar, however, in the light of the Din Ilahi,
seems to obscure the real policy of Akbar.
The mahzar, it is suggested, was intended to fix the position
of Akbar in the Muslim World by eliminating him from the
religious and political control of Persia, but without com-

1 Read on Friday, 20th July, 1923, before the Islamic Section of the
Centenary Meeting of the Society.

2 Muntakhabu'l-Tawarikh, by ‘Abdu’l-Qadir al-Badadni (Bibl. Ind.)
(cited Bad.), ii, 270-2.

¢ V. A, Smith, Akbar, the Great Mogul? (1919), p. 179.

4 Ib.,, p. 178.

5 Tb., p. 180, and n. 1. Vincent Smith appears to have been misled by

Badaoni, whose statement (ii, 272) (cwocls Lg_}‘ﬁ {;}\)\ Aas 9

o , —
o e e_jké—j C;M(Cj:ﬁ,e .3\.5;9;-"9\_) ..,U.D_)j‘ does appear to

support the view, but it must not be forgotten that the passage was
written after the promulgation of the Din Ilahi. Bud. 3, 5.
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FAWA?ID AL-INSAN :
A RARE MANUSCRIPT OF AKBAR’S TIME

KAUSAR CHANDPURI

Akbar’s reign was the starting point of the development of
such democratic tendencies as are now being pursued with a view
to bring themto a fuller realization. A beginning was made to
promote scientific and artistic traditions side by side with social
and cultural development, A Bureau for Translation and Compila-
tion was established. It attracted reputed scholars and physicians
like Mulla “Abd al-Qadir, Fathallah Shirdzi, Hakim “Ali Gilani,
Mulla Ahmad, Khwija Nizim al-Din, Shaikh Faidi, “Abd
al-Rahim Khan-i Khanan and Abul’-Fadl—all unrivalled in their
fields. One can imagine the work and efficiency of these transla-
tions and writings from the books which are still available. These
literary activities were not confined to the official Establishment.
There were men of learning outside it, engaged in their scholarly
pursuits individually. The real spur to these activities was indeed
the interest that the reigning monarch took in them. It was this
interest which stimulated in different men the urge to work. One
can hardly dispute the value and utility of these individual efforts.
Many literary achievements of great value came into being through
them. Faw@’id al-insan may justly be included among them.

Fawa’id al-insan is the poetic creation of Hakim Dawd’i
The great Mughal emperor wanted that the diet and drugs which
were currently used in Iran, Turan, Asia Minor and India be briefly
described along with their effects. Drugs which were known by
Arabic or Persian names were to be mentioned with their original
pames only, and those that were not popularly known by Arabic
or Persian names were to be described in simple language along
with their effects. The writer has followed this principle
scrupulously.

As there is no word in Arabic and Persian for pan and
banana which is frec from unfamiliarity, Dawad’i has preferred
Hindi names. The reason why he has adopted poetic medium
instead of prose may be because prose was the usual medium of

122 STUDIES IN HISTORY OF MEDICINE

FAW AID AL-INSAN

expression for medical subjects in the Mughal period. Until the
time of Akbar there'is only one book where poetry is used, that is
Ruba®ivat-i Yasufi. Tts author was Yasufi Khurdsani, the court
physician of Babur. There is no other work in medicine written in
poetry which is known to us.

The great merit of Dawa’1 is the use of rgushik (single acrostic)
and in its use be has shown rare control and command of expression.
If the first letter of each distich is added, it gives the name of the
medicine itself. For example, the effects of spinach are described
in the following six lines:

Spinach, as they say, is not
Aatulent ar all.
Perfect food—cold and moisi—,
it is useful, as it conquers bile.
It strengthens the chest and lungs
and relieves the chronic cough.
Neutralizing the effects of hot temperament,
i1 removes the back-ache and pain in urinating.
As it cleanses the bowels, it tones up
(the body) thoroughly and makes one jeei active.
Gone are the hotness and dryness of lungs and throar
if I take (spinach cooked) with fat.

Akbar himself had appointed Dawa®i for writing Fawa’id
al-insén and on its completion he also suggested its name in a
hemistich which is in the same metre in which the whole book has
been composed: ““Tts name came to be Fawa®id al-insdn.” This is
§imply a matter of chance that this hemistich also gives the date of
its composition.

‘ The manuscript of Fawa®id al-insan which is now before us
is the proud possession of the Library of the Institute of History
of Medicine and Medical Research, Tughiaqabad, New Delhi.
This unique piece can safely be included in the list of rare manu-
scripts.  The colophon does not give the year or the scribe. Its
many peculiarities lead us to the conclusion that the transcription
was undertaken during the author's own lifetime. Itis guessed
that the manusript must have been written between 1004 and 1014
AH. {A.D. 1596-1606) Akbar breathed his last in 1014/1606.
During the reign of Akbar the art of painting had made tremendous
progress, for the simple reason that painters were patronized.
They were granted mangabs and rewards. As a consequence, there

JU
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AKBAR: WARRIOR, DEVOTEE AND MYSTIC

A Ruler and Warrior

sSir George Dunbar divides Akbar's life into three periods. The first
15 from his accession in 1357, 1hcn a boy under fifteen, to the fall of
the Regent Bamram Khan in 1560. The second is called the period of
“harem government”, when he was undu the sway of the ladies of
the court and unscrupulous ministers. The third dates from 1562 on-
witrds, “when he established himisell as the first truly national ruler
of India since the days of Asoka,” becoming “one of the greatest

sovereigns in history.” 1

Vincent Sniith, whose biography of the emperor is far from being

complimentary or unprejudiced, yet has this to say:

“Ie was a born king of men, with a rightful claim to rank as one
of the greatesi sovereigns known to history. That claim rests se-
curely on the basis of his extraordinary natural gifts, his original

ideas, and his magnificent achievements.” 2

The Jesuits, at his court, who had little reason to pay him false
compliments, speak of him as “a great king”, “a prince beloved of
all; firm with the great, kind to those of low estate, and just to all
men high or low, neighbor or stranger, Christian, Saracen or Gentile.”
Father Monserrate, the Jesuit, who was invited to Akbar's court,
speaks with admiration of his strength and courage, his noble mien and

great dignity, and one who was majestic even in wrath, 3

Dr. M. L. Roy Choudhury speaks about the new material which has
recently conte to hand to help us interpret the Moghul period and see
it in a new light; new slants on the emperor’s life let us see more truly
the outer and inner man. 4 Hitherto the life of the great Moghul has
been seen largely through the jaundiced eyes of Mulla Badaoni, whose
work, Tarikh-i-Badaoni, which records events up tu 1506, contains so
much hostile criticisim, representing the Sunni Muslim point of view,
that it had to be suppressed during Akbar’s life time. And its patent
lies drew upon it the anger of Jehangir who ordered Badaoni’s son to

be 1mprisoned and his property to be confiscated. 5

L History of fndia, London, Nicholson and Watson, Ltd., 1949, Vol

Uiversity Press, 1057. v
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rev., 1619, p. 333 Un the extent of

Cl

M. L. Roy Choudhwry, The State ur.d Rz/l(/l(}ﬂ in M()Jlml Indza Ldlcmtd Imhm

Publicity Society, 19351, p. 13 and passim, and his Din-i-Ilahi or the Reli
Akbar, Calcurta, Das (mpu mrl Co., Lid, 1052, pp. xxxii-xxxv and p

$ Akbur and the Jzsuits pp. 203, _)oo. quored by Sir Walseley Haig,
History of India, Vel TV, I54~5; p. I33.

+ The State and Religion in Moghul India, p. g if.

5 Din-i-llaki, p. 175,

2N

Lopoazy,
also, Sir Wolseley Haig in The Cwmnbridge History of India, Cambridge, The

son of
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AKBAR: WARRIOR, DIVOT

managed to get a securs foothold in india because of Hindu and Mus-
i enemics. Babur and Hamayun, Akbar's father and grandfather
were always in the saddle, waging wars of defense and nrﬂenae and
had Tittle opportunity o establish 4 civid admimstration. Throughout
the Pathan period, the Rojput chiefs had heen the main oppusition 1o
any plans {or conguest. Akbar ‘s friendly relatwons with the Rajputs
biegan with his marrying the daughter of Raja Behari-Maill, a step
\\‘hu,  affecied snmf“ antly his future pol iy, Though Alchar’s motives
are variously interpreted by friend and foe, the emperor sought 10
rivalries were forgotien, and his subjects were

malke it known that past
to be regarded as one people.

. Akbar the Devoice

The principat difficully inow aderstanding und judging emperor Akbar
comes Giom our [eilure to appreciate that he grew in stature all the
time, and thas he sei about establishing an empire surrounded l,».y.f:neA
mi& oitentimes cven of his own household; he had tl‘ie gd@lthnal
‘nn‘thmp of having inherited a cultural and religious tradition inflexible
and unyielding, allowing for no other truth but its own.

Dr. Choudhury points out the complexity of factors which helped to
predispose Akbar’s religious background and outlook; 12 The blood
and fire of Jenghiz-Khan and Timurlane ran in his veins. A Sunni
by birth, he was born in the house of & Hindu Raja in Sind. 13 iy
carly life he spent in the home of his uncle Kamnran in Afghamistan.
When he was restored to his Tather, he was placed under Persian
teachers and assimilated the breadth and the liberatity of Persian cul-
tire. It was then that he committed to memory, among other things,
the Diwan of Hafiz and Saadi’s Gulistan, also some Sufl teaching
which were to bear fruit later. Under the guardianship of Bairam
Khan, which came later, he came under such Shifah teachers as Shai}<l1
cAbhdul Latif and Sadr al-Sudur, Shaikh Gadai; the Shi‘ah tendencies
then absorbed were later to be effaced by *Abdw'l Nabi, the staunch
Sunni of the realm. Appreciating these influences help one to under-

stand how the emperor could later be so cosmopolitan in outlook and
without the rigid orthodoxy which was expected of him.

Until the age of thirty-three Akbar waus known as a practising Sunii;
he was regular in his devotons and in saying his daily prayers; he

vent on pigrimage to his favourite shrine at Ajmer and bullt new
mosques. Rirual and refigions ceremonial meant much to his subjects,
and he as o father of his people felt duty bowund to accord such things
equal vespect. Modern historians, however, find it difficult to reconeile

2 The State end Religion in Moghul Tadia, pp. 185 115 Dunbar, History oy
Indiar, vol 1, p ;
v o
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE MANSAB SYSTEM UNDER
AKBAR UNTIL 15967

BY SHIREEN MOQOSVI

The organization of the nobility of the Indian Mughal Empire in numerical
grades (mangabs) is now generally recognized as one of the basic elements of its
administrative and military structure. Equally general, perhaps, has been a
recognition of the mansab system’s many complexities. However, by com-
bining the information in Abu 'I-Fazl’s A'Tn-i Akbari with a number of 17th-
century texts and documents, it has been possible to construct a tolerable
picture of the working of the mangab system during the 17th century. In many
respects, the basic features were firsi delineated by Moreland and Abdul Aziz;!
but their views have been greatly refined, and often substantially revised, by
M. Athar Ali and Irfan Habib.? It is now accepted as beyond argument that by
Akbar’s death (1605), mansab was explained in two numerical representations:
the first, zat, determined the holder’s personal pay (falab-i khisa) and status in
the hierarchy; the second {sewar) indicated the number of horsemen to be
maintained by the holder and set the amount sanctioned to cover their pay
(talab-i tabingn). In each case, the rank-number was converted into monetary
claims and iilitary obligation by means of the schedules (dastiir al-‘amals) in
force at the time. The system undoubtedly gave to the Mughal nobility and
military machine a high degree of uniformity and regularity in its functioning,
which is likely to have contributed greatly to the stability and strength of
the Empire.

The question of how the mangab evolved before it reached, what may,
by 1605, be called its classic form (summarily described above) has elicited
diverse answers. Both Moreland and Abdul Aziz held that a single numerical
rank existed before Akbar, the number directly indicating the size of the cavalry
contingent that the rank-holder was expected to maintain.® Moreland further
supposed that as this number became more and more a sham in terms of cavalry
actually mustered, Akbar introduced the second (sawar) rank in his 11th regnal
year (1566—67). Hereafter the new and usually smaller numerical rank indicated
the size of the cavalry contingent to be maintained, while the first became what
in course of time came to be called the zar rank, indicating personal pay and
status only.® A.J. Qaisar, in a short but important paper, has cast doubt on
the existence of numerical 1anks before Akbar, and argued that the two ranks
(zat and sawar) came into existence simultaneously in the 18th regnal year
(1573-74).% Irfan Habib seems tacitly to accept Qaisar’s finding that the two
ranks were established in that year; and he continues to assume, as do practically
all the previous writers, that the 4’Tn-i Akbari, in assigning to mansab-holders
a single rank in a list belonging to a period as late as the 40th regnal year
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purpose; he does not even mention the size of contingent actually maintained.'?
There are a number of other references in the Akbar-ndma and the Tabagat-i
Akbar? indicating that up to the 18th regnal year, the salaries were specified
without defining, at least explicitly, associated military obligations.'*

The measures adopted by Akbar in the 11th year (1566—7) (taken by
Moreland to signify the institution of numerical ranks) are then the earliest,
where an attempt to impose the obhgation of maintaining a certain number of
Lroopers is made. Abu ’I-Fazl says:!

. For all the umara’ and the Imperial servants, the (number of) retainers
(naukar) was fixed and it was settled that everyone would keep some in
readiness for service. The troopers belonging 1o nobles were divided into three
categories; and it was ordered that the first kind would get 48,000 dams per
year, the second 32,000 dams and the third 24,000 dams per vear”.

This passage led Moreland 1o believe that the second (or sawar) rank had now
been introduced. However, the passage is not only vague about the size of the
retinue to be maintained, but the system it envisages shows a fundamental
difference from the mangab system proper. Here the system of territorial assign-
ment (jagir) is taken for granted and the number of troopers is fixed in con-
formity with it, instead of awarding a rank first, defining the number of iroopers
on its basis, and then assigning the jggir, as was the case under the evolved
mansab system.'® This is made particularly clear by Mu‘tamad Khan’s exposition
of the same measure (of the 11th regnal year). He says that “the number of
horsemen to be maintained by the nobles was fixed in accordance with the
jagirs (held by them)”.!”

it also does not seem possible to determine the precise basis on which the
tfroopers were categorized in the 11th year. However, in later years, the rates
varied according to the race of the noble or the number of horses per trooper.
Nevertheless, the salaries quoted here, per trooper, appear to be very high in
comparison with the rates fixed later (in the 40th year, 1595—6).*® It is possible,
however, that the rates of the 11th year were high because the joma‘ (the
expected net revenue realization) was greatly inflated.'® Quite naturally, if the
Jama' was high, the division of its amount by a low rate of salary would have
resulted in the imposition upon the assignee of the obligation to furnish an
impossibly large contingent. It must also be remembered that the dagh or
branding system had not yet been introduced; so whatever might be the military
obligation fixed in theory, it could not in actual fact have been effective-in the
absence of a system of muster and brand.

What was achieved in the 11th year had, therefore, little to do with the fixing
of numerical ranks. The 11th regnal year saw simply an attempt to work out the
size of military obligation from the estimated revenues of jagir, with the use of
some fixed salary rates per trooper. The /qbalnama adds that the regulations
continued until the diagh was introduced in 1573-4.2° This means, in other
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an amnesty and in 1867 sent Karam into a second ex-
ile, this ume permanently, in Algiers and Europe. He

died in Ttaly after many vain requests for permission
to return to Lebanon. For ten years he was paid by |
Istanbul a considerable monthly stipend, which only |

stopped because of his ongoing polemical publicatons
against the régime in Mount Lebanon and his con-
tacts with various political groups and states.

In spite of Karam’s total failure to change the siatus
quo in Lebanon, dissatisfaction among the Maronites
continued. Karam was held up by them, as well as
by certain circles in France, as the supreme example
of the Lebanese national hero. Biographers and local
historians clearly testifv to such a view of “Lebanese

Christian nationalism”. On the other hand, one must

consider Karam'’s contacts with the Algerian amir ‘Abd
al-Kadir regarding an Arab confederation (i.e. a cer-
tain autonomy for Arabs within the Ottoman Empire),
first still under Mushim leadership, but in the long
run, on a non-confessional, secular and national basis.
In this vein, the role and the success of freemasonry
[see FARMASCNIYYA], in general rather influengal among
intellectuals and politicians in these times, was obwvi-
ously very crucial: an issue which, however, still needs
further research.

Bibliography: K.S. Salibi, The modem history of
Lebanon, London 1965, 68, 102-3, 112-14; T. Steppat,
Eine Bewegung unter den Notabeln Syriens 1877-78, in
KZDMG, Suppl. T (1969), 631-49; T. Touma, Paysans
et nstitutions féodales chez les Druses et les Maronites du
Liban du XVIF siéecle @ 1914, Beirut 1971-2, 294-
312, 315-33; J.P. Spagnolo, France and Oitoman
Lebanon 1861-1914, London 1977, 58-65, 100-10
and passim; E.D. Akarl, The long peace. Ottoman
Lebanon, 1861-1920, Berkeley etc., 1993, 37-8; ‘Abd
al-Ra’af Sinnu, al-Neza‘at al-kiyaniyya al-islamiyya fi
I-dawla al-‘uthmaniyya, 1877-1881, Beirut 1998, 48-
52. For other modern works and sources in Arabic,
cf. the bibls. in the studies listed.

_ _ _ (A. HAVEMANN)
YUSUF KHAN RIDWI, Mmrzi, Mughal com-

mander and governor, d. 1010/1601-2.

The son of Mirza Ahmad Ridwi, he was appointed
by the Emperor Akbar siibadar or governor of Kashmir
in 995/1586-7. He imposed Mughal authority in the
Kashmir valley and secured the submission of the Cak
[g.o. m Suppl] chiefs. Yasul Khan himself rebelled
against the Mughals in 1001/1592-3, but came back
mnto favour and in 1003/1594-5 was darigha or super-
intendent of the Top-khina or arsenal.

Bibliography: Mohibbul Hasan, Kashmir under the
sultans, Calcutta 1959, index; A.R. Khan, Chieflains
of the Mughal empire during the reign of Akbar, Simla
1977, 18-19, 52; M. Athar Ali, The apparatus of em-
prre. Award of ranks, offices and titles to the Mughal nobil-
uy 1574-1658, Delhi 1985, index for Akbar’s reign.
See also kasgMIR. I (Ep.)
YUSUF KHASS HADJIB, Turkish poet of the

5th/11th century whose work, the Rutadhghu bilig
[g.2] (“Wisdom of Royal Glory”), completed in
462/1069-70, is the oldest monument of Islamic
Turkish literature. He is not mentioned in any other
source, so we must deduce what we know about him
from the three surviving mss. of his work. (For the
interrelation of the mss., see R. Dankoff, Textual prob-
lems i Kutadgu Bilig, in Jnal of Turkish Studies, iii
[1979], 89-99.) Two of these contain a verse pro-
logue, written perhaps a century after the work was
completed, and all three contain a shorter prose pro-
logue which appears to be a summary of the verse
prologue. These prologues provide the information

that the author was originally from Balasightin [¢.0.];
that he completed the work in Kashghar, where he
presented it 1o the king, Tavgha¢ Bughra Khan: and
that he was awarded the oflice of Mass hadih or privy
chamberlain. His patron has been identified as the
Khan Hasan b. Sulayman, ruler of the eastern branch
of the Karakhanids or Ilek-Khanids {g.2.]. Yasuf him-
self names him near the beginning of the work, in a
section entitled “Ode 1o spring and praise of Ulugh
Bughra Khan™.

The prologues also, trying to assimilate the work
to known genres, somewhat contradictorily label it
both as a “Mirror for Princes” (Adab al-mulitk, etc.)
and a “Book of Kings” (Shah-nama). The only simi-
larity it has to the Shah-nama of Firdawsi [g.2] is the
use of the mutakarh metre. To be sure, Yasuf does,
in an introductory passage (. 276-80), identify the
legendary hero of the Turks, Tonga Alp Er, with
Afrdsiyab, the ruler of Taran in the Persian epic, thus
following a tradition also found in the work of his
contemporary, Mahmud al-Kashghari [¢.2]. But in
the body of the work, Tonga Alp Er appears only
once {l. 5861} as the authority for one of the sen-
tentious sayings of political wisdom (bilig) attributed
elsewhere to various anonymous Khans and Begs. Still,
one can say that Yasuf, in attempting to assimilate
the Inner Asian traditions of royalty and wisdom to
the Irano-Islamic ideals of statecraft in a Turkish dress,
was following the model of Firdawsi, who had con-
solidated the Iranian traditions of kingship within the
framework of Islamic culture in a Persian dress (see
Dankoft, Qarakhanid literature and the beginnings of Turco-
Islamic culture, in Central Asian monuments, ed. Hasan B.
Paksov, Istanbul, 1992, 73-80; H. Inalcik, Turkish and
Iranian political theories and traditions in Kutadgu Bilig, in
The Muddle East and the Balkans under the Otioman Empire,
Bloomington 1993, 1-18).

“Mirror for Princes” is a more accurate generic
label. The kut (“glory, fortune”) referred to in the title
is the Turkish equivalent of Persian fam, designating
the ruler’s charisma, and Kutadhghu bilig literally means
“The wisdom that conduces to royal glory or fortune”.
The first half of the work is largely concerned with
tradinonal matters of statecraft: the virtues of the king
and his obligations to his subjects; the qualities and
duties of the various courtiers; and the establishment
of justice. The second half, however, introduces a new
theme: the conflict between the political goals of the
state and the religious conscience of the individual.
Here Yasuf incorporates S$iff asceticism as an oppos-
ing, and ultimately complementary, ideal to the pre-
vailing community and statecraft ethics; in this regard
he may be considered a precursor of al-Ghazall [g..].

Another original contribution of Ysuf to the Mirror
for Princes genre is to dramatise the issues in the
form of dialogues, within a frame story, among char-
acters with significant allegorical names. The king,
Kiin Toghdi (“the sun has risen”), who represents jus-
tice, longs for a good vizier, and his trusty chamber-
lain presents to him Ay Toldi (“the moon is full”),
who represents fortune. Ay Toldi suflers a fatal illness,
but before he dies he commends his son Ogdiilmish
(“praised”), who represents intellect, to the king’s care.
The king discovers the young man’s virtues and ap-
points him as chiel counselor. Ogdiilmigh advises the
king well on worldly matters, and then informs him
of a kinsman named Odhghurmish (“awakened”), who
represents otherworldly concerns. The king summons
Odhghurmish to court, and the latter, after refusing
several imes to abandon his life of ascetic withdrawal
and religious contemplation, eventually visits the king
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Mughal architecture sets it apart from the earlier
wjuslim architecture of India and gives it a universal
appeal.

Since the Mughals were direct heirs to the
Timurids, the sustaining element of their architec-
1ure, especially in the initial phase, was Timurid (in
the older literature often taken to be “‘Persian’). A
fact that is not generally recognised is that essential
ideas of Timurid architecture, such as symmetry of
plans reflected in the elevations, as well as complex
vaulting, came to fruition much more in Mughal
architecture than in Safawid Persia, which was also
heir to the same tradition.

Babur (932-7/1526-30).

The initial phase under Babur is difficult to
evaluate because of thie discrepancy between his own
writing about architecture, which sets high Timarid
standards (Babur-nama, Eng. tr. A.S. Beveridge, Lon-
don 1921), and the few buildings that have survived.
Although he is celebrated as a founder of gardens, 1t
is his mosques in Sambhal (933/1526), Ayodhya and
Panipat (both 935/1528-9) that remain from his brief
reign. Of Babur’s gardens in India, the rock cut
Bagh-i Nilofar at Dholpar is preserved to some extent
(933-5/1527-9). Only fragments remain of his famous
Cahar Bagh (Car Bagh) or Bagh-i Hasht Bihisht at
Agra. According to an 18th-century plan of Agra in
the Djaypur Palace Museum, the garden was situated
on the other side of the Yamuni or Jumna almost
opposite to the later Tadj Mahall. According to Zayn
Khan (Tabakat-i Baburi, Eng. tr. 8.H. Askari, Delhi
1982, 160 f.), Babur’s nobles followed his example by
building gardens ‘‘on the models of Khurasani
edifices”’. Other amenities of Central Asian life style,
such as ‘‘four royal hot-baths’’, were constructed “‘in
the cities of Hindastan”’ to content the ‘‘Khurasanis
and Samarkandis’’ who had come with Babur to India
(1bad.).

Humayuan (937-50/1530-43, 962-3/1555-6).

A heterogenous picture of Mughal architecture
prevails during the next period, that is, up to the mid-
dle of the 16th century, the two phases of Humayuan’s
reign. The Timurid strand is represented by almost
pure imports such as the mosque at Ka&pura, Agra
(937/1530-1), which shares its main features with the
16th-century Namazgah at KarshT {g.2.] to the south-
west of Samarkand. Two anonymous tombs at Dilhi,
the “‘Sabz Burdj”’ and the ‘“Nila Gumbad’’, intro-
duce on North Indian soil a late-Timiirid formula for
octagonal tombs [see mMuzHAMMAN]. The common
features of the two buildings are their elegant propor-
tions (more pronounced in the ‘‘Sabz Burdj’’, Pl
XXI, 1, which reflect late-Timirid ideals with its
elongated pishtaks (sc. portals in the form of a
monumental arched niche in a rectangular frame),
and a slightly bulbuous dome set on a high cylindrical
drum housing an inner lower dome), their four-
centred arches, their outer facing with tile work
arranged in geometrical patterns and the painted
plaster decoration and arch-netting of their vaults.
The ground plan of this tomb type is in the form of
an irregular octagon. The Timirid element was soon
to merge with local building traditions, in particular
with regard to the facing of buildings and architec-
tural decoration. The main source of inspiration was

here the revival of the ornamental sandstone style of

the carly Dihlf sultanate. 1t had gone out of fashion
during the J4th and 15th centuries in Dihli, but con-
tinued uninterrupted in provincial centres (Bayana,
Kanawdj) leaving an architectural deposit from which
early Mughal and Sar architectures could draw their
mspiration (Koch, Arch. forms, 135 ). Characteristic

of this style is, inter alia, a highly ornate revetment of
buildings with red or buff sandstone. Typical
examples arc the buildings of the Purana Kila at
Dihli (the palace citadel founded in 939/1533 as Din-
panah by Huméayin and altered consequently by Shér
Shah Sarf and probably also by Akbar), particularly
the mosque in it, which, on the basis of literary
evidence, must be attributed to Shér Shah Sari (early
1540s). The only surviving pa]dcc building in the
citadel, the two-storeyed octagonal *‘Shér Mandal”,

represents a Timund-Safawid pavilion type with a
painted cruciform interior and arch-netted vaults (for
a plan, see Petruccioli, 1988, fig. 237). None of
Humayun’s own palace buildings described by
Khwandamir (cf. ManALL] seems to have survived.
The first preserved Mughal residential building that
can be dated is the recently-identified pavilion of
Muhammad, Humayan’s bakhshi (P1. XXIII). It was
built in 940/1533-4 near the tomb of Shaykh Bahlil in
the fort of Vidjayamandirgafh, Bayana (Djahangir,
Jdzuk, 11, 63; of. Iqtidar Alam Khan, New light on the
history of two early Mughal monuments of Bayana, in
Mugarnas, wvi). The small two-storeyed stepped
pavilion of red sandstone is a key building of Mughal
palace architecture because it contains in nuce two con-
stituent elements: that of flat-roofed post and beam
construction and, in its main floor, the configuration

of a closed central block wnh an ambulatory Ef

verandah. -~
_Akbar (963-1014/1556-1605). E
eneral considerations. After these architec-—
tural preludes, Mughal architecture attains its distine-
tive character during the reign of Akbar, whose syn-
cretistic genius had its impact not only on the political
affairs of the Mughal empire but also on the develop-
ment of the arts. Military conquests were reflected in
architecture, a process helped by an influx of crafts-
men {rom the new provinces to the Mughal court.
Akbar’s architectural activity surpassed even that of
the Tughluks, who had already shown a mania for
building. Akbari architecture developed into a supra-
regional dramatic synthesis characterised by a most
sweeping extraction of features from earlier Indian,
Central Asian, Timurid and Persian styles. Stylistic
clashes resulting from the amalgamation of such
heterogenous elements were absorbed by the favourite
building material, red sandstone, whose unifying hue
carried an additional attraction in being the colour
rescrved for imperial tents.

In the uninhibited interaction of styles, however, a
certain predilection prevails for particular types of
buildings. The Timurnd influence makes itself most
felt in vaulted masonry architecture employed for
mausolea, individual palace buildings (pleas-
ure kiosks), gate houses (servingoftenresiden-
tial purposes), hammams, karwansarda’is and
smaller mosques. To this category belongs the first
major building enterprise of Akbar’s period, the tomb
of his father Humayin, the first of the grand dynastic
mausolea which were to become synonymous with
Mughal architecture (Pl. XXII). Here Mughal
architecture reaches for the first time the monumental
scale which was to be characteristic of imperial pro-
jeets. The tomb is situated in the centre of the first
preserved Mughal garden of a four-fold far bagh pat-
tern (for a sketch plan, see pmnii, Fig. 6). The
intricate ground plan of the main body of the
mausoleum, which stands on a large podium housing
some 124 vaulted chambers, elaborates on the ninc-
fold plan or hasht bihisht, derived from its late- (or
post-) Timirid versions. The complete nine-fold plan
consists of a squarc or rectangle (sometimes with cor-
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Sayyid, under whose personal atendon ‘Abd Allah
learnt writing for newspapers on various educational
and social themes. It was, he stated, Sir Sayyid’s guid-
ance which inspired him actively to participate i the
community’s welfare work.

After graduadon with a law degree and at the
expressed desire of Sir Sayyid, ‘Abd Allah setded down
in “Aligarh and began his career as a lawyer. In 1902
he was married to Wahid Djahan Begam (from an
established Muslim family of Dihli), with whom he
had four daughters and a son.

A few of his childhood experiences of witnessing
cruelty and injustice to women left deep impressions
on him which were to lead him later in life to a
whole-hearted involvement in social welfare work for
women, especially in education. He intensely believed
that, with education, women’s lot could alone be
improved. With the then existing atmosphere in
‘Aligaih, he becarne more and more concemed with
the education of Muslim women.

During the 1896 session of the Muhammad Educa-
tonal Conference, a section was established for women’s
education; but because of Sir Sayyid’s imvolvement in
other tasks, no practical steps were taken to attain any
specific objectives toward education of Muslim women.
In the 1902 session of the Conference, held at Dihli,
Shaykh Muhammad “Abd Allah, together with several
of his friends, proposed to revive the section on women’s
education, which was enthusiastically approved: there-
after year after year he kept on propagating the neces-
sity of providing adequate education to Muslim women
m India. For this purpose he began publishing a monthly
periodical Ahatan, the first issue of which came outin
1904 and continued to be published for the next ten
years. Also in the year 1904 he was permitted by the
Conference session at Lucknow to open a normal (up
to ecighth grade) school for Muslim girls at “Aligarh.
After three years of hard work he succeeded in estab-
lishing the proposed normal school. The modest begin-
ning ‘of this school in 1907 in ‘Aligarh atracted the
attention of the government of the United Provinces
(now known as Uttar Pradesh), which granted a suf-
ficient sum for the purpose of buying land and con-
structing building for the school in 1908. The school
at that initial stage had no boarding facilides for girls
from outside the town. The increasing popularity of this
pioneer institution for Muslim girls’ education through-
out the subcontinent meant that there was a need of
residential faciliies for girls from other nearby areas
who wanted to join. In 1911 help came again from
the U.P. government; Lady Porter,- wife of the
Lieutenant-Governor of the United Provinces, laid the
foundation stone of the hostel adjacent to the school
buillding. The school which had a modest beginning
in 1907 had grown by 1936 into a renowned degree
college leading up to B.A. classes. In that year it was
affiliated to the Aligarh Mushim University.

Until 1947, education in all classes of the college and
its affiliated primary and secondary schools was con-
ducted under the suaict rules of Islamic seclusion. The
hostel followed also tradition both in observing parda
and m religious obligatons. In 1947, however, after
the independence of the country and promulgation of
a secular consdtution,. the basic structure of Islamic-
oriented Western educatdon remained untouched in
all the affiliated insitutions of the Muslim University
{Muslim Girls’ College included), but seclusion of
women students and obligatory religious observances
were ebiminated.

The attachment of Shaykh Muhammad ‘Abd Allzh
to the Muslim Girls’ College was so deep thar he built

his spacicus residental house close to the buildings
of the College, and from the 1940s onwards, donated
a large part of this house as the hostel for posigrad-
vate girl students. His strong attachment to the girls’
education and welfare was reciprocated by the affec-
aonate title of “Papa Miyan™ with which he came io
be known in “Aligarh.

In recogmtion of his pioneer work for Muslhm
women’s education the Briush Government awarded
him the tide of “Khan Bahadur®, and Aligath Muslim
University honoured him with the award of honorary
degree of Doctor of Laws. Towards the end of his
life, 1n 1964 the post-Independence national govern-
ment of India expressed its appreciation for his services
by awarding him the title “Padam Bhiishan”. He died
on 9 April 1965 at the age of 91, and was buried in
the garden of his residential house, adjacent to the
buildings of the Muslim Girls’ College.

Bibliography: Sh. ‘Abd Allah, Mushikidat wa-
ta’thirat [Urdu], 1969; idem, Sawdnih wmri Abd Allah

Begam [Urdu] Delhi 21954; Khatin, Urdu monthly

Jjournal, “Aligarh, ed., Sh. Muhammad ‘Abd Allzh,

1904-10; Thurayya Husayn, Bani-e-Darsgah: Doktor

Shaykh Muhammad ‘Abd Allih, hayat wa shakhsiyyat, in

Women’s College, Muslim University Aligarh Magazine

(1975). _ (GrAUs Arsari)

§ ‘AKIF PASHA {see MEHMED “AKIF
PASHA]. -

MUHAMMAD a-DJAWAD [see wmunammsap B.
‘ALT AL-RIDA). _

MUHAMMAD HAKIM MIRZA, Mughal
prince and half-brother of the emperor
Akbar [g.z.], b. 960/1553, d. 993/1585.

In 973/1566 he was governor of Kabul and east-
ermn Afghanistan for Akbar, but when temporarily
forced out of his capital by the Timirids of Badakh-
shan, he retreated towards India, where a group of
dissident Ozbeg nobles proclaimed him emperor at
Djawpiir and incited him to invade India. He beseiged
Lahore with his forces, but had to retreat to Kabul
For over a decade, he posed a threat on Akbar’s
northwestern frontier, offering a legitimate alternative
to Akbar’s rule. A fresh revolt of Mughal and Afghan
nobles broke out in 987-8/1579-80, in the wake of
Akbar’s mafidar or decree proclaiming himself supreme
arbiter of religious affairs and claiming authority as
caliph, and Muhammad Hakim was again proclaimed
counter-emperor. Akbar sent his chief minister Todar
Mal {g.2] to supress the rebels in Bihar, and himself
marched against Kabul, entering the town in Radjab
989/December 1581. He pardoned Muhammad
Hakim and reinstated him, but it was not untl
Muhammad Hakim’s death in Sha‘ban 993/August
1585 that all threats from Kabul were ended and the
region brought under direct tmperial rule.

Bibliography: See that for akear, and add R J.

Majumdar (general ed.), The history and culfure of the

Indian people, vi, The Mughul empire, Bombay 1974,

141-5, and JF. Richards, The Mughal empire,

Cambridge 1993, 18-19. (C.E. Bosworm) _

MUHAMMAD SALIH KANBO LAHAWRI,
Indo-Muslim historian and stylist whose exact
dates of both birth and death are unknown but who
flourished in the 11th/17th century under the Mughal
emperors Shah Djahan and Awrangzib [g.00.)]. He may
have been the younger brother of the historizn and
littérateur ‘Indyatr Allih Kanbo (d. 1082/1671 [g..]),
i Muhammad Salib’s reference to this last person,
his master and patron, as dirddar— kalan “elder brother”
is to be taken kterally,

Virmally nothing is known of his life, but he was

The Encyclopaedia of Islam (New Edition), Suppl. Fasc. 9-10, 2004 Leiden.




BETWEEN HADITH AND FIQH:
THE "CANONICAL” IMAMI COLLECTIONS OF AKHBAR®

ROBERT GLEAVE

(University of Bristol)

Abstruct

In Imami legal theory, the ukhbar of the Imams form one of the material sources of
law, alongside the Qur’an and Prophetic hadiths. The akhbar are presented in
compendia, assembled by Shi‘ite collectors in the fourth and fifth century AH/tenth
and eleventh century CE, four of which subsequently came to be regarded as
“canonical™ in Imami law. In this essay, I examine the processes at work in the
collation of these “canonical” ukhbar collections. These processes, I argue, were
influenced by an emerging juristic tradition in Imami Shi‘ism. As Imami thinkers
became increasingly concerned with figh and the elucidation of the Shari‘a, the
collectors developed new techniques of selection, presentation and organisation. The
akhbar collections became a material source upon which jurists could draw in their
figh discussions, rather than the law itself. As an example of the processes at work
in the collection and presentation of akhbar, 1 examine the issue of rayammum,
ritual purification by sand rather than water,

THE BOUNDARIES between figh and hadith in early Imami juristic
thought appear quite porous. The influence of the emerging figh
tradition (both Sunni and Shi‘f) can be detected in features such as the
arrangement and presentation of hadith compilations. Hadith com-
pilers, in turn, provided figh writers with a body of juristic material,
which an accomplished fagih could employ with acumen in his elabora-
tion of the law. The four collections examined in this paper were con-
sidered “*canonical” in the sense that subsequent Imami theological and
juristic thought gave reports from these collections a stronger “proba-
tive force” (hujjiyya) than those found in other collections.!

These tour collections are, I propose, quite different in terms of com-
pilation, presentation and organization from their Sunni counterparts.
Furthermore, each Imami canonical collection has its own distinctive
character. The different techniques of compilation, presentation and

* [ would like to thank the anonymous readers for their helpful comments on

an carlier draft of this essay.

I I analyse the attitudes to the collections in subsequent Imami tradition in
Inevitable Doubt: Two theories of Shi‘t Jurisprudence (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 2000) 31-
48, 66-78.
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organization utilized by the authors indicate that they did not all share
the same purpose in producing their respective works. In what follows,
I outline how these technigues developed from the earliest collection
(written in the early 45 century AH/ early 10% century CE) to the last of
the canonical collections (written in mid-5t century AH/mid 11% cen-
tury CE) through a detailed analysis of the manner in which a discrete
legal issue (ritual purification by sand in place of water) is presented in
the four texts. These developments, I argue, are due to the rise of
jurisprudence as an Imami intellectual discipline distinct from the
collection of hadith. In the earliest works, there is evidence to suggest
that the authors saw the law expressed solely through ahadith and
hence there was no need for a separate genre of jurisprudence (figh).
Later works indicate a growing awareness of the need for hadirhs as
evidence in juristic discussions. Of course some hadith were more
useful than others in these discussions, and the result is author-specific
techniques of selection and presentation. The manner in which an
author might select ahadirh for inclusion in his collection, present them
(in terms of organizing his material) and comment upon them (both
explicitly through exegetical comment, and implicitly through chapter
headings) was, I argue, influenced by (and in some cases determined
by) the developing Imami figh tradition. Below I trace the nature of this
influence through two sets of analyses. First, in the arrangement of
hadith material and the argumentation accompanying it, one can detect
the developing importance of jurisprudence. Second, in the selection of
certain hadith variants over others, and in an increased sensitivity Lo
isnads, one can detect how authors of later works modified the
presentation of their hadith material in response to the demands of
jurisprudence. In short, the collections of hadith moved from being an
expression of the law in themselves to being a genre intended to provide
support for the expression of the law delineated in works of figh.

The collections yield to systematic analysis with some resistance
since the authors/compilers, both explicitly and structurally, demon-
strate disparate aims in their collections. A final preliminary matter: [
am restricting myself to the so-called “canonical” four books of Imami
hadith and to the topic of rayammum (ritual purification with sand,
rather than water). My reason for proceeding along these lines is not
dogmatic but practical: the material had to be both available and
circumscribed, and any conclusions drawn should be similarly tem-
pered. This selection may appear arbitrary; the canonical position of the
four books was neither immediately, nor universally recognised by
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ported from other countries of Dir al-Islam were
adopted by various Hindu sects. Much anir.n%sm, much. superstition
is common to all humanity. Certain superstitious practices in quth
African Islam have been traced by sociologists to Berb.e.r origins;
curiously enough identical forms of animism ax}d superstition ma:de
their appearance in India and have been attributed to Hindu in-
fAuences. The two streams are largely unconnected, and }_1ave their
common origin, perhaps, in the very nature of mass belief.
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VI
AKBAR: HERETIC OR APOSTATE?

By far the most daring experiment in eclecticism made in Muslim
India was by the Mughal Emperor Akbar (1556-1605) both at the
personal and at the official level. Born in the strenuous period of
his father Humaytin’s loss of the Indian empire and flight to Persia,
Akbar did not receive the traditional education of a Mughal prince.
He was ‘almost illiterate. At the same time he was an intensely
religious person, or rather a person desperately in search of a
religion.

At first his approach to religion was a devoted, if superficial,
acceptance of traditional orthodoxy and an exaggerated veneration
for Chishti saints, living and dead. Until 1579 he visited the tomb
of Mu‘in-al-din Chishti at Ajmer almost every year,! and in 1567
he had travelled the whole distance on foot in thanksgiving for his
conquest of Chitore?; two of his eldest sons were born at the house
of Shaykh Salim Chishtl so as to be under the influence of the
saint’s blessing.?

But by now Stfism had lost its spiritual dynamism in India, and
orthodoxy was waging a war of intolerance against the Alfi move-
ments. The two Siifi orders which penetrated deep into and re-
vitalized Indian Islam in the seventeenth century, the Nagsh-
bandi and the Qadiri, had not yet gathered any vital momentum.

After the death of Shaykh Salim Chishti in 1571 there was no
spiritual guide of any calibre who could maintain a hold on the
spiritually receptive mind of the emperor. Shaykh Taj-al-din
Ajodhani, whom Akbar met in 1578 when he had already absorbed
a great deal of eclecticism, was a heterodox Sifi, deeply under the
influence of Ibn al-‘Arabi and ‘Abd al-Karim al-Jili. This contact,
instead of restraining Akbar within the fold of traditional Islam,
seems to have unintentionally smoothed his path to a heretical
application of al-Jili’s conception of the Perfect Man to himself.?

By far the most formidable messianistic influence was that of the

1 ‘Abdul Qadir Badaani, Muntakhab al-tawarikh, Calcutta, 1868-9, ii, 49,

and passim.
2 Ibid. ii, 105. 8 Ibid. i1, 108—9, 120, 132. 4 Ibid. 11, 265.
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author guotes a few of Igbal’s verses in V. Kiernan’s translation instead of going
to the original, especially Zarb-i Kalim). Igbal emerges in Gilmarrin’s analysis
mainly as an inspiring visionary (his decision to use poetical expressions to
voice his ideas certainly made his voice better heard among people in both
urban and rur‘a\1 areas), As for Quaid-i Azam M. A. Jinnah, the author writes
that his ‘strength lay in the ability to transcend tensions, to direct Muslim
politics towards symbolic goals’ (p. 205)—his Isma‘TlT background may have
enabled him to E\ so as he was neither bound by the traditions of an
‘agricultural tribe’ nér belonged to seformist or orthodox Muslim circles.
Gilmartin succeeds tn leading his readers through the jungle of trends and
political games that finally resulted in the Muslim League emerging as the party
which gained victory against the Unionists although formerly it had appealed mainly
to the minority areas, and uxban centres of Muslims in India—again, the ardent
defence of the Pakistan ideal by the Muba]trs after partition comes to. ifid.
Gilmartin’s book explains tl{ms many facets of Muslim. po11t1cal power
struggle, which continues to this day in Pakistan. One wq_ulﬂ perhaps have liked

.a somewhat more detailed account bf the role of wqmen in Punjabi politics (the

name of Begum Shahnawaz appears i)ncc at J;:maom)

Although Punjab was certainly th& geritre of political movements in the
subcontinent before partition, it w@ue{ be fascinating to carry out similar
research in the case of Sind where, as'{ar as I can see, similar conditions
prevailed and the mterplay«of landed gerﬁ?{, pirs, and urban business classes
would be worthy of an- in-depth analysis

Gilmartin’s bogk; provndcd with two usefﬁl maps and a welcome glossary,
would form ag-good model for future researc‘h in this field and will remain
indispensable for everyone interested in the pre-»hnstory of Pakistan.

?’ryér/narie Schimmel
arvard University, USA

E,gblv‘#qg“i“

Akbar and Religion.

By KuaLiq AnMaAD Nizami Idarah-i-Adabiyat-i- -Delli, Delhx, 1989
Pp. 471. Rs 275.00.

There is no dearth of books on Akbar, for many the most beloved Indian emperor.
We are lucky that the days of his rule have been fully documented not only by his
admirer Abul Fazl and his critic Badauni but also by the Jesuit fathers who visited
India and enjoyed his favour. In numerous Indian works—Hindu and Muslim, as
well as Western—authors have tried to understand the complex nature of this
conqueror and mystic, alleged heretic and visionary, patron of arts and literature
and (perhaps) illiterate hero. Among Western scholars, the works of Stuart Cary
Welch, such as his Catalogue of the great INDIA! exhibition in New York, or the
introduction of Amwarr’s Divan, a pocket book for Akbar, have shown the
greatest understanding of the enigmatic ruler’s personality, ‘

Khalig Ahmad Nizami has artempted to give an unbiased pxcture of Akbar

which is based on an in-depth study of all available documents in Persian as well -

as in other languages, and tried to see to what extent the divergent opinions of
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Indian and Western scholars can provide a comprehensive picrure of the emperor,
and how far the sources help to understand the monarch’s spiritual development.
Still, even the most careful research leaves some questions open; one wonders, for
instance, why the vision of Bhira in 1578 is not more strongly emphasized as this
seems to, be one of the key experiences or perhaps the event that is ar the roor of
Akbar’s later religious arritude. Bue it seems thas Professor Nizami deliberately
avoids singling out specific points in order to give a derailed picture of the changes
in Akbar’s personality so thar the scholar perusing this book has before him all
the source material (including many Persian quotarions) and can form his own
opinion based on the thorough historical resecarch offered here.

Professor Nizami himself reaches a pretty negative conclusion concerning the
ruler’s personality: he accuses him of a ‘miserable lack of understanding of both
the Muslim and Hindu attitude’, towards his religious claims, and accuses him
of having commirtted three major mistakes: (a) he did not adopr the printing
press, first examples of which had been used by the Jesuits in India; (b} he did
not recognize the need for a strong navy te block off, in cooperation with the
Ottomans, the growing European influence in the Indian Ocean, and (c) he did
not assume the role of a philosopher-king but of a propher-king, which,
understandably, offended the Muslims.

A number of rare documents are appended; they are particularly welcome to
the historian. The inscription for a temple in Kashmir begins with a verse from
San2’t’s Hadigat al-haqiqa, which was very common among Sufis; and it is
interesting that ‘Abd al-ldagq Muhaddith uses, in his letter afier Akbar’s
death, the old story from the Mahabharata abour the man who fell in the well
and is surrounded by all kinds of dangers—a story which seems to have been a
favourite with Indian Muslims as it is found, to mention one instance, in
Gesudaraz’s Jawami® al-Kalim.

At some points one tends to pus a question mark: were the Ras@'if of the
Ikhwian as-$afi indeed still influential in Mughal India? Thar would have to be
proved. The role of Ibn ‘Arabis (usually misunderstood) thoughts will become
clearer once William Chirtick has published his studies on Ibn “Arabis influence
on Indian thought. As for the Ottoman interest in Mughal India, it is well
known that “Urf1 and, to a lesser extent, Fayzi strongly influenced seventeenth
century Otroman poetry. Turkish historians are working on related problems
even after the death of Zeki Velidi Togan, Emel Esin, and Karl Jahn (thus the
correct spelling of these names).

The bibliography, large and impressive as it is, could still be enlarged,
especially by some important studies by British and American arr historians
such as §. C. Welch and Ellen Smarrt (the question of Akbar’s dyslexiat) and the
studies of Atrilio Petruccioli as well as of Glen Lowry and Michael Bernard
concerning Fatehpur Sikri.

A chronology of Akbar’s life is welcome; in the index, there seems 1o be an
error in pagination at 4359,

The book will provide historians of Akbar’s India with much food for thought.

. Annemarie Schimmel

Harvard University



r, This descriptio s atestim

: e preférerice for Rooh Afza,the
f e Roohkfzasa!esfarexceedthe sales of all other
. o - L Thusisanewdence ofitsunrivaﬂed

inquality,t:
nd colour

g

1. Rooh-e-Pakistan=Rook Afz
mm ,,A,,m Rahat-e—daan—~RoohAf

% %] L[SV

ADARTS

Jowrnal of $he faliitfa g /-/av/g.,m@

HMD-8/87

Ve
o=

A NOTE ON DIN-I-ILAIT

A Waneep Guaznavs

Although Akbar was brought up an an Orthodox Sunni he with
the passage of time, under the influence of Shaykh Mubarak and
his two sons,Abu al Fadl and Faydi ti developed the catholicity In

his religious discussions of Hindus, Jains, Buddhists and Christians
and compared them with the religious principles of Islam, which is
the purest and everlasting religion. As a Muslim he found himself to be
bound with the principles of Islam and as such to free himself he
revolted from these principles and adopted the principles of other
religions which he could turn and twist according to his own-whim
or existing circumstances. In his opinion he was making his Kingdom
a place of perfect peace with himself as head of the religion.

Akbar therefore invented a new religion which he named as
Din-i-flahi (Allah’s Din)* principles of Din-i-Ilahi were as follows:

1. The unity of God. There is God and none except God and
Akbar was His .khalifah or vicegerent. on earth, performance
of sajdah to the emperor was made obligatory.?

On meeting, the members of Dih-i-flahi saluted each other

by saying Allah-u-Akbar and *‘Jalla Jaldlahu™. .

Dinner of Chehullum etc. was to be given in one’s own life

time.

Absence of meat of all kinds.

One’s on birth by anniversary party was a must for every

member.

The followers of Din-i-Ilahi, who were called chelehs (dis-

ciples), were not to dine with fishers, butchers and hunters

ete. because they were men violence whereas the Din adopted
t‘ghimsa’’ (non-violence).

7. According to Abu al Fadlthe enterant had to take off histurban
and place his head on the feet of Akbar who in return used to
raise him, put his turban on his head and give a shast to him in
token of his new belief.?

s
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There were four grades of sincerity (chaharganeh akhlas) the
followers of this cult:-

a) Those who offered to sacrifice their property for the king.

b) Those who offered their property and lifefor the king.

¢) Those who offered their property life and honour for the
king. '

d) Those who offered their life, property, honour and religion
for the king, .

g 05-/'4}’// ﬁl/q, iil/ {”44 L’/ §g757;‘$ember,hkistan Historical Society




I’ESSAT DE REFORME RELIGIEUSE ET SOCIALE
D’EKBER GURKAN, EMPEREUR TURC DE L’INDE

1556 = 1605

Hilkmet Bayur
Député de Manisa, membre de la §. H. T., professeur.

Du ¢6té paternel, Ekber est le petit - fils de Babour, le conguérant
des Indes. Timur est ainsi son aieul de la septidme souche. Sa mére
Himide Banu Begim est la fille de Mir Baba Dost, qui a des liens
de parenté avec cette méme dynastie.

Les principaux événements survenus peu de temps avant l'avé-
nement au trone d’Ekber sont les suivants :

Apres avoir essayé 4 maintes reprises de reconstituer en Asie
centrale 'Empire de Timur, Babour se voit obligé d’abandonner ce
pays aux Ozbeks et de se retirer 4 Caboul. En 1526, il engage une
lutte décisive contre la dynastie Afghane des Lodis qui régne & cette
épogue sur une grande partie du Nord de 'Hindoustan. QOu trouve
dans I'Histoire des Indes de Cambridge le passage suivant au sujet
de cette derniere dynastie: (T. III, p. 224; note 2.): <Les Lodis sont,
guant a leur race, des Turcs Kalatch ou Gildjal; mais ils sont établis
en Afghanistan depuis si longtemps gu'il est juste, au XV. e. sidcle,
de les considérer comme des Afghans.» Le membre de cette dynastie
qui, & cette 6poque, occupe le trone, le Sultan Ibrahim Lodi, est
completement battu par Babour & la bataille de Panipat ou il trouve
la mort; son pays tombe alors entre les mains de Babour. L'Etat turc
désigné sous le nom de Gurkanig, -du nom de Timur Gurkan- se
trouve &tre ainsi fondé aux Indes.

Babour doit ensuite lutter contre un rival encore plus dangereux:
le Radjah de Tchitor, Rana Sanka, qui s'appuie sur la presgue totalité
des Etats Radjputs, sur la faveur de toute la population hindoue et
le désir et 'espoir qu’ont les Hindoux de reconquérir la souverainets,
perdue trois siécles et demi auparavant. Babour écrase complétement
Rana Sanka a la bataille de Kanva (1527).
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dersgahi aleme dogru terakki ettigini gérditk. Diger taraftan,
Eurasia’nin garp mintakalarinda gilinegin hakimiyetini tesbit etme-
. ge muvaffak olduk; Avrupa’li Hunlar'in bu istikamet alma siste-
minde, evvelemirde, bu garp muhitinin bir tesirini gérmeliyiz. Hat-
t4 garpta bulunan bu mubhit iginde, iki bucuk asir yagadiklarindan,
arkeolojik bakiyelerini miitalda eden bir eserde, maddi medeniyet--
lerinin garp medeniyetine tamamen uygun oldugunu tesbit ettim.
Ayni hadise, Avarlar'da da tezahiir etmektedir. Uzaksark’tan gelen
Avarlar, cedlerinden kalma hayvan isltbunu saf bir halde muha--
faza edebilmislerdir; halbuki hakiki Avarler tarafindan Karadeniz:
havalisinden getirilen Kuturgutlor ve arkadaglari, bunu muhafaza
edememiglerdir, , ) ‘o L
Son olarak, g8k mintakalarina . ait bu istikametlerin ve buna
bagli renk sembolizminin sihri ve kozmik ménast hakkinda bir kag
soz soylemek isterim. Go6giin dort bucagl, renkler ve bunlara teka-
biil eden unsurlarin kiiltli, yalmz Cin’de degil, gbcebelerde de mev-
cuttu. Mesela eski bir seyyah cenup Rusyae’sit Tatarlarv’nin her sa-
~ bah dért bucaga dogru ates, hava, su ve Slmiig cedler serefine efil-
- diklerini miigahede etmigtir. Bunun ayninin Mogollar’da da meveut’
oldugunu biliyoruz. Soyotlar bagheca ildhlarina miinacatta bulun--
mak icin gégiin dért bucagna dogru egilirler; simal kutbu yakinin--~
da yasiyan kavimlere -gore gogiin iyi ve fena bucaklar1 vardir. Bu
gibi misalleri fazlalagtlrmaga vaktim kalmadi. Fakai sunu kaydet-
meliyim ki, gék bucaklar kiiltii daima bazi renklerle miinasebettar-
kihnmig; esasen buna dair bir igaret, ekseriya renklerin ugurlu ve:
ugursuz vasiflari hakkinda ileri siiriilen jddialardir. Mogol kavim--
lerinin bayrak 'direklerinde sallanan bes renkli hamailler, siiphesiz-
Cinliler’de oldugu gibi onlarda da dort kutbun ve diinyanmn mer--
kezinin renklerine tekabiil eder.” Mensgei gégebe olup Cin kaynak-
larinda hayatini idame ettiren ve gok atlarina bes renkli bir kisrak
gonderildigini ifade eden efsane de, bu fikir gevresine igaret eder.
‘Iste bundan dolayidir ki Asye Hunlarm’nin meghur kral Mo-tun’un
garp tarafina (yanl esas tarafa) ancak beyaz atlarla, sarka mavl
(yani -kir) atlarla, simale yagiz atlarla ve cenuba al atlarla taarruz:
ettigini 6greniyoruz. Gyula Németh aym usulil Pecenekler'de tesbit’
etmistir: Tirk kavimlerinin destanlarinda pek sik tasvir edilen
muhtelif renkli at siiriileri, ayn: neviden fikirlerin solmus akisle-
rinden ibarettir. - r - ‘ ‘
Cin'de bbyle bir seye, kéinata intibak derler. Bunun mengei
sinologlara nazaran, - aym zamanda gogebelerin mukabil inanlari--
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nmin kaynag olan - eski Cin felsefesidir. Bu hususta, Frobenius, Fr.
Réck ve sairlerin aragtirmalarina miiracaati tavsiye etmek gerek-
tir. Miswr'da, cenubi Asya’da, ilh.. aym fikirlere rastlamamiz pek
hayrete gsayandir. Hattd yukarida ana hatlar: cizilen etiket de me-
deni diinya ile temasin bir neticesi degildir. Gogebelerin cadir eko- -
nomisine bir nazar atarsak, bunda, ildhlarin, misafirlerin, cadir sa-
hibinin, kadmin, zahirenin, yataklarin yerlerinin, ev isleri- bolimi-
niin pek kati bir sekilde tayin edilmig: olmasi, hemen dikkat na-
zarlar kendisine cekecektir., Cedlerden kalma orfler ve dini fikir-
ler bu yerlere hiirmeti temin eder; ve aynm ari_stokratik meratip sil-
silesini ve aym askeri disiplini térenlerde, en basit insanlarin dii-

* giinlerinde, kabile toplantilarinda, Atild'min ziyafetinde- oldugu ka-
dar miisahede ediyoruz; ve cihanin diger iptidai medeniyetlerinde,
bu 6rf ve ananeler, kii¢iik insan gruplarimin beraber yagamalarinin
zaruri temeli iken, gocebeler bu eski tegkilati o derece inkigaf ettir-
miglerdir ki, bunlar sayesinde Eurasie’y1 ihata eden imparatorluk-
lar kurmaga muvaffak olmuslardir. o

" Prof. HIKMET BAYUR (Ankara) : 16 ma asirda Dini ve Sos-*
yal hir inkilap tesebbiisii : Ekber Gurkan. ' _
Ekber, baba tarafindan: Hindistan fatihi Babiir’'iin  torunudur,
Bu suretle Timur onun yedinci gobekten biiyiikk babasi olur: Ana-
s1 Himide Banu Begiim bu hanedana nisheti olan Mir Babae Dost’'un
kizidwr. ST o S o o
Ekber'in Hindisten tahtina ¢ikmasindan az evvel cereyan eden
mithim.vakalar sunlardir:’ o ' o
. Babiir orta Asya’da Timur'un devletini yeniden kurmak icin
yaptigl bir ¢ok ugragmalardan sonra .orayi Ozbekler’e birakmaga
-mecbur kalir ve Kabil'e ¢ekilir, 1526 da Hindistan simalinin bliyik
bir kismina hakim olan Afgank Lodi hanedan ile kati carpismada.
bulunur. Bu hanedan icin Kembri¢ Hind tarihinde (C: 111, S. 224,
hagiye 2) denilir ki: «Lodiler neslen Kalag veya Guleai Tiirkler'dir,
 fakat o kadar zamandanberl Afganistan’da oturuyerlard: ki, 18 inet
"asirda onlara Afganli demek dogru olur.» : o
Bu hanedamin o sirada tahtta bulunan iiyesi Sultan Ibrahim
-Lodi, Panipat meydan muharebesinde ‘Babiir tarafindan kati surette-
yenilir, kendisi 6lir ve memleketi Babiir'iin eline geger. Bu suret-
le Hindistan’da Timur Gurkan'in adina atfen Gurkani denilen Tiirk
+ devleti kurulmug olur. ' :
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304 WAARDENBURG

and translators in and around the court was considerable. They could
intervene in favour of Christian interests, and the medical doctors in
particular enjoyed the confidence of the caliphs and grandees and also
their harems. Timothy I represented this Christian community better
than anyone else could have done, as Head of the Church of the East,
a man of learning and a participant in all affairs of the country who
was consistently loyal to °Abbdsid interests.

The court at the time could function as a potential meeting place
betwecn Christian dignitaries and the caliph. On the lower levels
Christians could be despised and hated, and they were, but they could
still find powerful protection at court if needed.” The court in its turn
of course demanded its price in terms of flattery, intrigue and
manipulation. But it made possible at least the kind of courtly
interreligious discourses which started in this period. Much depended
on the will and whims of the caliph himself; al-Mahdi, Harlin and al-
Ma’'miin showed a certain openness. Al-Ma’min in particular liked to
surround himself with non-orthodox voices, including those of
Christians. Significantly, he undermined the position of the class of
‘ylama’, alrcady powerful in his time, by demanding their loyalty (o
Muctazili doctrine;™® likewise, he loved to arbitrate in disputes between
Christians.

It appears that, until the reversal brought about by al-Mutawakkil
(r. 847-861), the concept of religion, whatever the shadow of its purely
tegal and doctrinal interpretation, was still general enough at this time
to admit a search for knowledge and culture beyond confessional
differences, and on the highest level it did not obstruct a certain
Interreligious discourse which as such tended to broaden the notion of
religion, even if Christian doctrines were undersiood essentially by
analogy with Muslim concepts of monotheism, prophethood and
scripture. With al-Mutawakkil such open interreligious discourse was
finished at least for a time, except privately and among friends. In
periods of greater cultural openncss, howcver, it could rc-cmerge,
especially if encouraged by a ruler or wazir.™

37 The situation of the Christians during the first century of ®Abbasid rule wor-
sened continuously, both by the promulgation of legal restrictions and in popular feeling,
with a gradual shift of power to the Muslims in the new and flourishing towns and cities.
See Antoine Fattal’s study mentioned in Note 18, and A.S. Tritton, The Caliphs and their
non-Muslim Subjets (Oxford: 1930 etc.).

% Al-Ma'min’s mihna indicates his will to put the “ulama’ under his control.

¥ Such a cultural openness allowing (or interreligious discourse can be scen, for
instance, in Muslim Spain untif c. 1030, in Muslim Sicily, under Saldh al-Din (d. 1192)
and the Ayyibid dynasty in Egypt, and under Ilkhanid rule in the sccond half of the 13th
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Hindu India in early Moghul times (1526-1605 A.D.)

With the conquest of a large part of Northern India in 1526 Babur
jlaid the foundations of the Moghul empire, in which a Muslim
government was to rule a majority Hindu population for more than
three centuries. Babur, himself a man of culture and a writer,” brought
with him Turkic cultural traditions which became part of the court
culture and left their mark on the social structure of the leading
classes. After his death in 1530, his son Humdyin ruled for ten years
but then was decisively defeated by Shir Khan Suni, the Aghan ruler
of Bihar, and took refuge at the court of Shah Tahmasp in Isfahan.

It was Shir Khin who laid the foundations for imporiant
innovations in the administration of the Moghul empire, itsclf
temporarily absent from the scene,”! In Bihar he created a central
administrative structure, with a new system of taxing land revenucs
which paved the way for Akbar’s reforms. In particular he gave Hindus
a range of new rights, appointing them to high positions in the army
and promoting them in various other respects, for he understood that
the leaders of the non-Muslim majority must participate in ruling the
country. Shir Khin proclaimed himself ruler of Northern India in 1539,
assuming the title of Shir Shah <Adil; he died in 1544.

After fifteen years’ exile Humayln succeeded in reconquering part
of his father’s territory in Northern India and reestablishing the empire
after the death of Islam Shah, Shir Shah’s successor, in 1554. He took
Delhi in 1555 and in his turn introduced the court and Muslim
nobility to Persian culture, which was to lcave its mark on Moghul
culture for three centuries to come.” But he died suddenly in an
accident in January 1556 and his then fourteen-ycar-old son M

century. The “ulamd' have neatly always been against it. Although popular movements
could be directed against any prestige given to Jews and Christians living in Muslim
territory, on the level of popular religion there may have been more interaction between
adherents of these three religions than the official “ideology” would allow.

0 Babur as an author is most known for his Babur-néma, his autobiography written
in Chagatay Turkish (English tr. by Annette S. Beveridge, The Babur-nama in Engli.fh,
2 vols., London 1921/2). He was, however, also an important poet (his Diwan contains
besides Turkish also some Pcrsian poems) and wrote several proseworks. Babur wrote
mostly in Chagatay Turkish and was proud of being of Turkish descent.

A pocthe reforms of Shir Khan Sirf (Shir Shah ©Adil) during the five years of his
rule, see S.M. Tkram, Muslim Civilization in India (New York and London: Columbia
Univ. Press, 1964) 138-140.

? Humaylin wrote Persian verse and was a patron of mathematics and astronomy.
During his stay at the Persian court of Shah Tahmasp he was under pressure (o become
Shi%i and at the Moghul court there would be an important Shi%i group.
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Circular motions: Puvate pleasures and public prognostlcatlons
in the nativities of the Mughal Emperor Akbar

Astrologische Beobachtungen und Anspielungen sind in den Quellen zu
vielen Herrschern und Epochen der Islamischen Welt zu finden. Ganz
besonders auffillig ist dies fir das Moghulreich. In den historischen
Uberlieferungen zu dieser Dynastie finden sich zahlreiche Hinweise auf
Astrologen als Ratgeber, die den richtigen Zeitpunkt fiir die Thronbesteigung
oder den Binzug in Stidte bestimmen. Eine Sonderstellung nehmen die vier
Horoskope von Akbar ein, die am Anfang des AkbarnAme einzeln aufgefiihrt
und ausfithrlich erlidutert werden.

Der Vortrag geht den Unterschieden in den verschiedenen Versionen dieses
Horoskops nach und fragt nach ihrer Funktion im Kontext des AkbarnAme.
Dabei kann sowohl eine Briicke zu den Timuriden, als auch zur Ideclogie ™™
Akbars geschlagen werden.
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i, The Nobility Under Akbar and the
N Development of His Religious
AR Policy, 1560-80°

/5Am 1/
Igtidar Alam Khan /60352

The significant changes that were introduced in the organization of
Mughal government and the accompanying shifts in Akbar’s administrative
and religious policies during the period 1560-80 have remained for long
a favourite subject of study for a number of modern historians. The
existing interpretation of these changes seems largely to run parallel to
Abu’l-fazl’s line of argument, which seeks to explain the growth of
institutions and policies in terms of the unfolding of Akbar’s personality.
Abu’l-fazl often tries to ignore, or brush aside as the outcome of ‘wrong
advice’, all those measures or decisions that appeared to him inconsistent
with Akbar’s policy during the last 25 years of his reign.! The impression
created by Abu’l-fazl is reinforced by a similar tendency in Badayuni,
who, from an opposite point of view, quite frequently mixes up his
-~ comments on some of Akbar’s enlightened measures of the later period
with the events of the earlier phase, when there was hardly any ground
for him to find fault with Akbar from a doctrinal angle. Under the
influence of these interpretations modern historians also tend to disregard
facts that are inconsistent with Abu’l-fazl’s theory of Akbar’s gradual
‘unveiling’ of himself as ‘the superman’, through the introduction, one
after another, of his policies based on the principles of sull-i-kull and
universal kingship. This has often resulted in reducing discussion of
Akbar’s religious policy and his relations with the Rajputs largely to
speculation based on selected facts that have been highlighted by Abu’l-
fazl and Badayuni. It may further be pointed out that the whole problem
of the nobility under Akbar is generally sought to be understood in terms
of their relations with the king, which is no doubt an important aspect to

* Reprinted from the Jowrnal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain
and Ireland (1968), pp. 29-36.
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be considered, but not the only one. The exclusive attention given to this
has served to hide from view many other equally important factors such
as the pattern of racial and religious alignments within the nobility, tribal
or clan ties among groups of nobles, and their relations with other sections
of the people. These kinds of interactions determined to a large extent
changes in the role and standing of the nobility.

In this essay an attempt is made to suggest a reappraisal of Akbar’s
early policies by raising certain points which tell against the accepted
interpretation. The views put forward here are purely tentative and by no
means based on an exhaustive analysis of the available evidence. The
purpose of this appraisal will be served if it succeeds in stimulating fresh
thinking about some of the well-known generalizations so often repeated
in textbooks. .

A significant aspect of the transformation that came about in the nature
and functioning of the institutions of the Mughal empire in the sixteenth
century was the evolution of a culturally unified nobility out of the
multiracial and religiously heterogeneous elements brought together by
Akbar. An analysis of the list of nobles who accompanied Humayun to
Hindustan in 1555 shows that the nobility inherited by Akbar consisted
chiefly of two racial groups’ .2 the Persians and the Turanis; and of the two,
the Turanis enjoyed a pre-dominant position. The nobility left behind by
Humayun had thus essentially a Turani complexion. The Persian nobles
with the exception of Bairam Khan, Mirza Nijat, and Mirza Hasan were
simply exalted scribes who could exercise but little influence on state
policies.3 But for the promotions received by a few (hardly three or four)
persons of Persian origin,* the composition of the nobility remained
unaltered during the regime of Bairam Khan. But after Bairam Khan’s fall
the situation gradually changed. As is apparent from the accompanying
tables, two new elements of local origin entered the imperial service
between 1560 and 1575. These new elements were the Rajput chiefs and
the Indian Muslims (mostly shaikh-zddas, the majority of whom belonged
to the families living on madad-i ma'dish grants or enjoying zamiindiri
rights). At the same time, there was a marked increase in the relative
strength of the Persians, especially in the higher grades.® The net result
of this process was the gradual fading away of the Turani complexion of
the nobility as well as the erosion of the Chaghatai traditions and customs
of state organization,® thus indirectly facilitating Akbar’s quest for an
alternative theory of kingship in the subsequent years.

The Persian nobles seem to have improved their position in the period
1562—7 7 mainly by earning promotion in the course of military operations
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THE PAINTED MIRACLES OF THE SAINT EMPEROR

Babur and Humayun into a wealthy, stable, and integrated empire. More
than two generations witnessed the rise of a new social, political, and
economic order that stretched from Kabul to Bengal and from Kashimir te
Gujarat. The symbol of this new order was the Mughal emperor. When he
died in 1605, Akbar was the greatest sovereign in living memory. This can be
seen in the emotive reaction of Banarasidas, a Jain merchant who was nine-
teen at the time, to the news of the emperor’s demise. Inl an account written
in his later years, he reported that he had fainted, fallen down the stairs
he had been sitting on, and injured his head. This sense of anomie was not
merely the private emotion of a young man. It was collettively felt: bazaars
shut down, and people buried their jewels, put on old clothes, and expected
the worst. Banarasidas recounted, “The people felt suddenly orphaned and
insecure without their sire. Terror raged everywhere: the hearts of men
trembled with dire apprehension; their faces became drained of colour™
However, the transition of power to Akbar’s son, Salim—who took the title
of Jahangir (r. 1605-1627)—was a relatively smooth and nonviolent affair.
An attempt to place Jahangir's seventeen-year-old son Khusraw on the
throne was rejected by a majority of nobles, and the matter was settled
within the palace precincts in a matter of days. Even when Khusraw fled to
Punjab six months later, the new emperor was able to muster enough sup-
port to defeat and capture the rebellious prince quickly. _
Jahangir was thirty-six years old at the time of his accession. He was
already adept at maintaining an independent army arid retinue as well as
at negotiating complex political situations. In this respect, he had an ad-
vantage over his three predecessors—Babur, Humayun, and Akbar—who
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had all assumed the mantle of sovereignty at a young age with little skill
or authority in handling a formidable array of male and female kin, court
nobility, and other kingmakers. The problem facing Jahangir was of a dif-
ferent nature. In the last few years of Akbar’s reign, he had been less than
patient in waiting for the throne, openly rebelling and posturing against
his “heretical” father’s policies. Now, on the throne, Jahangir had to de-
cide how much of Akbar’s sacred legacy to embrace as a model for fash-
ioning his own sovereign self.

As we saw in the last chapter, Akbar’s foundational claim of sacrality,
enunciated at the moment of the millennium, had embroiled the em-
peror in controversy. He was accused of attempting to undo the order of
Islam and replacing it with his own religion. These accusations occurred
in the wake of Akbar’s attempts to seal his conquests and administrative
accomplishments with a new set of courtly rituals and symbols. Despite
this resistance, he went ahead with his project and instituted an order
of disciples in which initiates swore to sacrifice their life, family, honor,
and religion in the service of the emperor. Furthermore, this imperial cult
was inaﬁgurated at the moment of the first Islamic millennium, or, more
precisely, in 990 AH (1582), when a conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter took
place, indicating a great change in world affairs. In essence, Akbar cel-
ebrated his imperial achievements as a millennial being who had ushered
in a new world order, as a Lord of the Conjunction like his ancestor Timur,
as a savior like the expected heir of Ali, as an avatar like Rama, as a mes-
siah like Jesus, and as a Renewer of the Second Millennium (Mujaddid-i
Alf-i Thani) of Islam. This was the millennial-messianic dispensation that
Jahangir inherited, in which the monarch was a sacred figure towering
above the religious and sectarian differences of his subjects. The question
taken up here is how Jahangir dealt with his father’s sovereign legacy. Did
he reject it or make it his own?

JAHANGIR AND AKBAR: _
FROM OPPOSITION TO MIMESIS

In the last five years of his reign, Akbar’s political energies had mainly
been consumed by attempts to rein in his rebellious heir.? In 1599, he
had given Jahangir the assignment of dealing with the recalcitrant rana
of Mewar, while he ventured south to the Deccan to expand the Mughal
realm. Taking advantage of Akbar’s absence from the capital, Jahangir
abandoned his mission and, ignoring the entreaties of his grandmother,

A. Azfar Moin, The millennial sovereign: €aqg
in Islam, New York Columbia Unijversity Press 2

red kingship and sainthood
01i2. ISAM 208040.
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orders of his realm,® his enthusiasm for a pantheistic metaphysics,® and
his political need to bind together a ruling class in India that was ethni-
cally and religiously diverse.” While these elements were certainly rel-
evant, they do not explain why Akbar’s claim was made in an idiom of
messianism and enacted with rituals of sainthood similar to the ones that
the Safavids of Iran had deployed. To understand why, we must view the
religious dynamic at Akbar’s court through sixteenth-century eyes. We
must take seriously the fact that Akbar used the first Islamic millennium
to proclaim his sacrality and, as the opening quotation shows, in doing
so was accused of mimicking the messianic project of the Safavid Sufi-

monarch Shah Isma“il.? . R
Llbar Eah 0504

THE MILLENNIUM IN MUGHAL INDIA

Made king at age thirteen, Akbar spent the first five years of his reign in
the grip of powerful regents, court factions, and kin groups. Successfully
breaking free of these political forces at the age of eighteen, he began
the hard work of building alliances and establishing a stable equilibrium
among his Turkish, Persian, and Indian nobility. Akbar also had to fight
incessantly, at first to preserve his precarious patrimony and then to sub-
jugate rival sovereigns and warrior chiefs across northern and central
India. He excelled at war, deploying innovative tactics and inventing new
technologies. Between 1561 and 1569, a number of important Rajput king=
doms were added to the Mughal realm. In 1573, Gujarat was conquereé:
and in 1576, Bengal. This was not for Akbar, however, a zero-sum games
of territorial conquest. Rather, it was a remarkably successful campaigi
to recruit participants in a long-term project of empire building that resy
mapped the political geography of South Asia. Two decades into his reign,
Akbar had created under him a diverse ruling class of noblemen, war-
lords, clan chiefs, and minor kings who were assigned numbered ranks
and incented to serve as salaried servants of the expanding Mughal impe-
rial realm. The emperor had become without doubt one of the greatest
sovereigns of the time. .

1t was at this juncture that Akbar turned to pursuits that can be termed
“cultural” [lustrated works of history, poetry, and epics were produced
on a scale and in a style that had no precedent. Imperial palaces, mauso-
leums, and urban complexes were erected of a size, number, and grandeur
hitherto unimagined. Amid this frenzy of cultural production and experi-
mentation, the emperor began his inquiry into the religious traditions

132 =\ b
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of his realm. In 1575, Akbar established the House of Worship (‘Ibadat
Khana). In this novel venue, the emperor personally supervised late-night
debates in which scholars of various traditions—Islam, Christianity, Brah-
manism, Jainism, and Zoroastrianism—expatiated and defended their
beliefs.® During these gatherings, Akbar allowed free-ranging discussion
on all points of doctrine and metaphysics, not excepting even the most
central tenets of Islam. As was to be expected, the discussions often be-
came bitter and deeply acrimonious, but he continued with the project.
Then, in 1579, scandal broke and controversy began raging publicly. The
emperor’s rivals used accusations of heresy to rally men to their cause.’
In some cases, religious edicts were issued against Akbar. None of this se-
riously weakened his political position, however. The rebels were crushed
and at least two of the unruly Muslim jurists reportedly put to death.*
Once political order had been restored, Akbar celebrated his victories
in the year 1582. In terms of the Islamic Hijri calendar, it was only the year
990. But those familiar with astrology knew that in this year an important
conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter had reoccurred in the same celestial
position as it had near the birth of Islam and the end of the Sassanian-
oroastrian dispensation—a once-in-a-millennium event.”? Grand cele-
rations were held at court. New coins were issued with the word “thou-

and” (alf) stamped on them. Most significantly, a thousand-year history

symbol of the millennium, the chronicle had many notable attributes.
For one, the Millennial History began not from the birth of the Prophet
r his famous migration (hijra) from Mecca to Medina but from the year
; of the Prophet’s death. No explanation was given for this curious choice
¥ of beginning, Universal histories at the time usually began with the birth
of Adam. Dynastic histories began with a founding figure. Similarly, the
history of an individual monarch started with the year of his birth or as-
cension. The norm, in other words, was to imagine the past as beginning
with the advent of a sacred being, an embodied presence. The Millennial
History, by contrast, began with the end of a sacred being, an embodied
absence. By doing so, it set up an expectation of a new beginning and a
new being, that is, a new cycle of time. Since the chronicle ended with
thie reign of Akbar, one can surmise that it was the Mughal emperor who
had filled this absence and fulfilled this expectation by inaugurating the

A. Azfar Moin, The millennial sovereign:

sacred kingship and sainthood

in Islam, New York Columbia University Press 2012. ISAM 208040.
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NEW CENTRES OF MUSLIM POWER AND CULTURE

present, an inveterate hostility has taken hold between the Deccanis

and Westerners, and whenever they get the chance, the former have
engaged In killing the latter.

(From Muhammad Qasim Firishta, Tarikh-i

Firishta, quoted in Eaton 2005: 59)

5.4 Africans in the Deccan

The presence of. Africans in India is a subject of great curiosity among many
hlstorlaps. During the Middle Ages, most of them were Ethiopian slaves
(Habshis) bought by Muslim merchants who sailed from the Deccani ports.

Father Francisco Alvares (the first Portuguese Jesuit to reach the
Ethiopian highlands in 1520) noted the enormous quantities of
Indian silks and brocades consumed by the Ethiopian court,
acq}lired both by gifting and by purchase. African demand for
Indian textiles ... appears to have been the principal engine
behind Ethiopia’s slave-extraction process . . . The Habshis were not
intended to serve their masters as menial laborers but as elite
military slaves.

(Eaton 2005: 108-10)

5.5 Babur on Hindustan

Although Babur pays tribute to the Indians’ capacity for producing

prodigioug .Wealth in their country he also betrays much ignorance of the
true condition of India in the following excerpt.

Hindustan is a country of few charms. Its people have no good
looks; of social intercourse, paying and receiving visits there is none;
of genius and capacity none; of manners none; in handicraft and
work there is no form or symmetry, method or quality; there are
no good horses, no good dogs, no grapes, musk-melons or first-
rate fruits, no ice or cold water, no good bread or cooked food in
the bazaar, no hot-baths, no colleges, no candles, torches or
candlesticks.

(Beveridge 1922: 518)
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ASCENDANCY
Akbar and his successors (1556-1689)

Neither Babur nor Humayun (Chapter S) ruled over North India long
enough to influence the future shape of their fledgling kingdom. It was
Humayun’s son Akbar (Plate 4.2) who, during his long reign of forty-nine
years (1556-~1605), established institutions and created conditions that
enabled his son Jahangir, grandson Shah Jahan and great grandson
Aurangzeb to rule effectively over an empire of great majesty and awe. For
133 years after Akbar’s accession, this empire remained a rock of stability
for the vast majority of the peoples of South Asia, and Muslim power
reached its apogee during those years. Aurangzeb reigned on until 1707,
but after 1689 the empire lost its dynamism.

The four Mughals: a brief introduction

Akbar ascended the throne at fourteen and, for the first five years of his
reign, was guided by two regents. From 1561, however, until his.death in
1605, he, alone, controlled the destiny of the Mughal state. Throughout his
reign, he continued to expand his territories with ambitious ruthlessness
and occasional cruelty, reminiscent of both his Mongol and Turkish
ancestors. He built up a strong and centralized state. Wise enough to
recognize the limits of brute power alone, he was prepared to use diplomacy
and institutional structures to create a new type of imperial order. This
gained him respect from his subjects. He also possessed much sensibility,
curiosity and openness of outlook, qualities that he demonstrated in his
handling of controversial issues of faith and belief.? To his court, he attracted
an array of brilliant advisers, associates and protagonists of varied ethnic
and faith backgrounds; while completely open to their counsel he remained
his own man throughout his life.

Akbar’s eldest son was Salim (Jahangir) whose Hindu mother, Jodha Bai,
the daughter of the Rajput chief of Amber (Jaipur), had been his father’s
principal wife. A brief revolt by him before his father’s death had not
deprived him of Akbar’s consent for his succession. However, in the Timurid
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