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[13] BULLETIN CRITIQUE

dénonce. On regrettera surtout que ses développements soient amoindris par une doou-
mentation beaucoup trop partielle, et par 1a l6gereté avec laquelle il traite tout le plan
économique et social. Wéanmoins, la polémique qui anime son livre provoque souvent

une réflexion utile.
D. CHEVALLIER

Ursula Sezeiy, Abu Mipnaf. Ein Beitrag zur Hustoriographue der
Umaiyadischen Zeit, pp. 1x + 251, E. J. Buill Leyde 1971.

Les spécialistes des études arubes et islamiques prennent de plus en plus conscience
de I'importance de I'Islam primitif et de Papport trés considérable des deux premiers
sidcles dans 1a fécondation des ceuvres postérieures. Qu'on me permette d’attirer Natten-
tion sur une conférence trés intéressante, et & ce sujet trés significative, que M. le Profes-
seur G. Lecomte a tenue & I’ Université de la Sarre en movembre 1970z « Ueber die Bedeu-
tung des II. Jahrhunderts des slams in der Kulturgeschichte der arabischen Welt»
{ms.) (De P'importance du IIe siécle islamique dans I'histoire culburelle des Arabes).
La liste impressionnafite que nous donne Ibn al-Nadim concernant différents domaines
de Desprit est bien éloguente la-dessus, et pourtant elle n’est vraiment pas compiéte:
un seul exemple, parmi tant d’autres, en est une épreuve éclatante: I'ceuvre d’Ibn
Munabbih (m. 110/728 ou 114/732) dont le nom, comme auteur, ne figure nulle-part dans
son Fihrisl.

L’ouvrage en question ici est un trés bon témoin de 'activité littéraire intense dans la
période omeyyade. Mme Sezgin, épouse du Professeur Fuat Sezgin, se donne pour
tache de nous le montrer avec une conviction trés louable.

Dans introduction (1-6), Pauteur nous apprend comment son travail, né de la décou-
verte du ms. d’Ankara (Saib 5418) dont les thémes sont identiques avec ceux des mono-
graphies atitribuées & A. M. par Ibn al-Nadim, a &volué d'une analyse des textes consultés
dans la reconstruction & une analyse des sources-mémes, c'est-a-dire forcément & celle
de Pisnad sur lequel eile aura & revenir plus d’une fois au cours de son travail.

Le premier chapitre (7-38) retrace ¢ les jugements d’Orientalistes modernes & propos
de I'activité littéraire d’AM.» depuis Wiistenfeld jusqu’s Diri et Petersen, en passant
pat Goitein, Rosenthal et Gibb. Elle conclut en attirant I'attention sur deux auteurs
qui ont coftribué & lui donner une nouvelle orientation et un appui méthodologique
dans ces recherches: d'une part Nabia Abbott {Studies I et 11, Chicago 1957 et 1967)
dont la contribution & I’élucidation de Iactivité littéraire dans 'Islam primitif est bien
grande, d’autre part son propre mari dans la Geschichte des arabischen Sehriftiums (t.
1. Leyde 1967) ol il met Paccent sur la nécessité de reconstruire systématiquement les
muvres dont les mss. ne nous sont pas parvenus.

Le deuxieme chapitre (39-65) s’occupe ¢ A. M. comme informateur d’historiens posté-
rieurs »: en premier licu 'on trouve al-Tabari qui met & profit plus de 400 fois dans ses
Annales 32 écrits attribués & A. M. Vient ensuite une gérie de six autres auteurs — depuis
Nasr b, Muzahim (m. 212/827) jusqu’d Ibn Hagar al-‘Asgalani (m. 852/1449) — qui ont
copié ou cité directement ou indirectement les ouvrages d'A. M. dans les leurs, Cotte
partie g’achéve par une notice sur Pauthenticité accordée par I'auteur aux citations attri-
buées & A. M. qu'il trouve chez ces auteurs.

Dans son troisiéme chapitre (66-98), Mme Sezgin présente « les résultats de P'analyse
Qes isnid-s A'A. M. (chez al-Tabarl)»: elle arrive & la conclusion que son historien a

Arabica, Toine XX, Fascicule 2
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TOWARDS THE AGE OF CHRONICLES ({auliyydt) 287

In his reports, Saif combines both versions of Iraq and
Medina regarding major political events, but basically he
represents the Irdqi view of history and derives major por-
tions of - his mnarrations. from .the tribal traditions of Bani
Tamim to which he himself belonged. His reports on the
Funih of Iraq more vividly  represent the views of Banit
Tamim, and in. their style the Jmpact of the ayyam-tales is
also easily. discernible.

Among his major transmltters are Hisham b, ‘Urwa and
Ibn Is baq 1

Abu Mlkhnaf Lut b. Yfihya b. Sa‘id b. Mikhoaf b. Sulaim
al-Azdi : (d. 157 A H. [ 774 A.D.)

© Abi Mlkhnaf Lu’; b. Yahya b. Mikhnaf, the famous
akhbdrt of the last days of the Umayyad period, belonged to
Kiufa and had specialized. in genealogical studies. His grand-
father, a partlsan of Ah 2 laid down his life in the battle of
Sxﬂ"m 8

Ab Mxkhnaf has dealt with the subject of Riddah
(apostasy) as we]l as with the conquests in Iraq and Syria, and
the battle of Siffin. Other incidents of the Umayyad period,
partlcuiarly of [raq, like the upsurge  of the Kharijites, civil
dlstmbances wars etc. are the subject of his more than thirty
works WhiCh he is reported to have compiled.*

Abt M]khnaf is mot very particular about and scrupu-
lous in authority chains.. ~He has abundantly incorporated

al-Tabari : Tartkh VOl. 111 ; 185-187.
. Mikhnaf, his grandhther was a Companion of the Prophet, Some
kadiths have also been transmitted by him which are found in the

B

badith=collections, (Ibn Hajar : al-Isaba Vol. I p. 753 al-Tabari$

al-Dhail p. 2361, Usd al-Ghaba IVp 339.) -
Mikbnaf had three brothers : ‘Abd Shams was killed in the battle
of al-Nukhaila, al-Saq‘ab and ‘Abdullah were killed i in the battle of
the Camel, (ul-f,l)hallp 23167), :

3. al-Tabart ! Tarikh Vol. I p. 3302 (Leiden ed. ).

4. Ibn Nadim : al-Fihrist p. 93, Yaqiit : Mu' jam al-Udaba, Vol, 1V ¢ 99,
220-221, . .
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the Irdqi reporters. He has on many occasions emphasized
the Umayyad version. Nevertheless, sometimes, he presents
Iraqi and Madani versions which seldom go in favour of the
Umayyads. On such occasions he seems quite impartial and
free from political bias or prejudices.

Reports of ‘Awidna b. al-Hakam have been transmitted
to us by Ibn al-Kalbi, al-Mada’ini, and Haitham b, ‘Adi who
had either received those anecdotes from ‘Awiana directly or
from his compiled books on those subjects. His plan of a
general history on the principles of coherent historical anec-
dotes in chronological order, or his writing the Sirak of the
Caliphs, clearly show a step forward in the direction of
universal history.  He has also employed the ‘chains of
authority’ occasionally, and the use of poetry in historical
anecdotes mirrors the impact of the ayyam-tales on his
diction and style.

Ibn al-Nadim has given a list of his works which
include :1

V. Kitab al-Tarikh :

2. Swrah Mu'awiya wae Bam Umayya : According to
ibn al-Nadim some say that the work actually be-
longs to Manjab b. Harith which is not true.

Saif b. ‘Umar Usayyidi Tamini : (d. 180/796 A.D.).

Saif b. ‘Umar also belongs to.the School of Kifa. Ibn
al-Nadim gives the following list of his works :2

l. Kitab Futih al-Kabir wa al-Rt'da'ah :

2. Kitdb al-Jamal wa Masir “Disha wa ‘Ali: This
work deals with the murder-episode of ‘Uthmin, and Saif
transmitted it through Sho‘ayb b. Ibrahim.® In my opinion
the word ‘Masir’ is perhaps the scribe’s etror, it might well
be ‘Siyar’ in the original.

iI. Ibn Nadim': al-Filrist p. 223,

2. Ibn Nadim ¢ al-Fikrist p, 228 Ibn Hajar : Tehdhib Vol. 1V ; pp. 295-
296. :

3. Tbn Nadim al-Fikrist : p. 228,
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in his reports, Saif combines both versions of Iraq and
Medina regarding major political events, but basif:ally he
represents the Irdgi view of history and derives major por-
tions of his narrations from the tribal traditions of Band
Tamim to which he himself belonged. His reports on the
Futith of Iraq more vividly represent the views of Bani
Tamim, and in their style the impact of the ayyam-tales is
also easily discernible.

Among his major transmitters are Hishim b. ‘Urwa and
Ibn Is’haq.! :

Abl Mikhnaf Lat b. Yahya b. Sa'id b. Mikhoaf b. Sulaim
al-Azdi : (d. 157 A.H. [ 774 A.D))

Ablt Mikhnaf Lot b. Yahya b. Mikhnaf, the famous
akhbart of the last days of the Umayyad period, belonged to
Kifa and had specialized in genealogical studies. His grand-
father, a partisan of “Ali,? laid down his life in the battle of
Siftfn.3

Abl  Mikhnaf has dealt with the subject of Riddah

 (apostasy) as well as with the conquests in Iraq and Syria, and

the battle of Siffin. Other incidents of the Umayyad period,
particularly of Iraq, like the upsurge of the Khariites, civil
disturbances, wars etc. are the subject of his more than thirty
works which he is reported to have compiled.*

AbT Mikhnaf is not very particular about and scrupu-
lous in authority chains. He has abundantly incorporated

1. al-Tabari: Tdrtkh Vol III: 185-187.

2. Mikhnaf, his grandfather, was a Companion of the Prophet, Soms

tadiths bave 2lso been transmitted by him which are found in the

badith-collections. (Ibn Hajar: al-Fsaba Vol. I p. 753 al-Tabari®

al-Dhail p. 2367, Usd al-Ghaba IV p. 339.)

Mikhnaf had three brothers : *Abd Shams was killed in the batile

of al-Nukhaila, al-Saq‘ab and ‘Abdullah were killed in the battle of

the Camel. {al-Dhail p. 2367). -

al-Tabari : Tarikh Vol. I p. 3302 (Leiden ed.).

4. Ibn Nadim : al-Fihrist p. 93, Yiqiit : Mu' jam al-Udaba, Vol. IV * 99,
220-221.
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q~ Jeurnal of the American Oriental Society 98.2 (1976)

then every Cis A. For if every Cis B and every B is A,
then every Cis A,

We now pass on to the second part of the procedure.
We take on the conclasion just reached. We admit
another premiss, namely “Not every Gis A”. This premiss
is the minor of the original pair. Bul now the consequent
of the conditional premiss has Lecn denied; the contra-
dictory of the antecedent therefore follows, namely that
net every s B, v

IL is true that Zayed's lext reads: Ja-gasiiju nugidu I-
mugaddaeni, wa huwd anna kulic d b, We do have a variant
reading, namely, an laysa kull. And since the quaesifum
is quile clearly sel out as an laysa kullu d b, 1% is reasonable
Lo suppese that that guaesifn has now been reached by
means of a reduclio prooi.

On my interpretation we are sparcd blaming Avicenna
for logieal mistakes; both his ¢xposition of nea'uclio_ and
his use of it are traditional and straightfiorward, It is
nevertheless not clear how to make good his claim that
the reductis procedure is derivative. One thing is certain;
we can reduce the procedure o that governing modus
bonens {Avicenna’s “exceplive” sylogism) provided {hat
W are givena contraposition. So if we have:

i p, then g,

butl pol g.
We can proceed to:

ot g, then not. jin

and not q.
It is still not clear how Avicenna would show that contra-
posilion ean be reduced 1o procedures devised only for
categorical cases. In this, as in many other instances,
we are left by Avicenna wondering how he would work
oul in detzil the very general claims he ofien makes aboutl
logical issues,

Ricuarp Bostey

UnNivERSIYY OF ALBERTA, EpMoNTON

Abt Miknaf: Ein Beilrag zur Histsriographie Jer Umaiya-
dischen Zeit. Von Ussuia Sezclx. Pp. ix 4+ 251,
Leiden: . J. BriLr. 1971, Gid. £8.00.

The methods and implications of {his efforl to reha-
bilitale ALG Mikhnaf as an Listorian of the Umayyad
period and s g source for Jater historians arc appro-
priately recognized by the sublitle. This is much more
than a simple monograph wilh ihe necessary critical
apparatus because the materials themselves require an
elaborate and detailed analysis that must confront the
issue of the authenticity of early hislorical sources in
which the appearance of an oral transmission sometlimes
masks the use of written records. S0 we are presented,
bnce mere, with a discussion that centers on ihe problems

of the antiquity of the isnad, its techpical terms, and an
atlempt {o identify the é\_pproximate point at which his-
tory first began o be writien down in Axabic.

Beginning with a survey of the opinions that Wasien-
feid, Bronnow, Wellhausen, wan Arendonk, Grifiini,

' Strethmann, Brockelmann, Gibb, and Pelersen have had

of AbT Mikhnaf, Sezgin reveals her objections 1o the
orientalist {aglid and by her own preference for taking
the information provided by isndds more seriously in
Some <ases manages to push back {he irontier of written
sources and the use of the isndd, 1t must be admitted that
earlicr orientalists sometimes tended to be too “smart”
when ii came to evaluating sources, and Sezgin’s work iy
typical of the reversing tide of skepticism. Her reaclion
seems basically to be againsl the implication that skep-
ticism of the authenticity or tendentious nature of certajn
SouUrces excuses gne from taking them sericusly. She is
telling us justead that the sources are there and we might
as well use them. Bul while her reaction it understand-
able, there is a speculative and subjective quality to
some of her alternatives, It should not be necessary, for
instance, Lo place the question of Arabic Pruse composi-
tion in ihe conlexl of ihe value-loaded issue of the
“cuitural level” of the Umayyid petiod.

The wery tendentious nature of our eariy sources might
be used as evidence for the appearance of a real historieal
altitude, as opposed to the mere chronicling of events, if
history be regarded as an interpretation of past events
that presents a point of vieyw or a particular version of
issues. Early Arabic historical compositions seem to {if
such a definition almost exactly as they are the ocutgrowth
of early conflicts, designed to justity or to condemn the
antagonisis and reflecling the same issues op which the
tradition concentrated, Sinee history and Tradition are
twin disciplines using the same materials, Sezgin frankly
bases hier evaluation of Abg Mikhnaf on Nabia Abbott’s
Studies in Lilerary Arabic Papyri 19 lay the Toundation
for history writing in the Umayyad peried, and on Fuat
Sezgin’s Geschichle des arabisehen Sehrifttums for tradi-
tion transmission,

In ad-dition 10 these considerations Sezgin, via Abbot .
cites the pre-Islamic hislorical issues raised by Muharn-
mad’s mission, subsequent Muslim bingraphica) interest
in the Prophel’s own life, and Umayyad patronage of
history as factors contributing to the formation of a
Muslim Arabic historical genre. Stylistically, the original,
primitive element consists of the detailed, first person
accounts of the ayyam literature that developed as
gisas into the moenographic treatment of particular events
by the end of the seventh century followed by a shift from
moenographs te g chrounclogical treatment by the mid-
eighth century. The authorities responsible for this
developmeni were the authors of historical or religions
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new horizons for investigation. Among the tribes there quickly
developed a spirit of partisanship (‘asabiya) for and pride in
the particular garrison towns, or amsar, in which these tribes
lived. Moreover, general political developments in the early
days served to consolidate tribal alignments, and also to in-
crease the interest in them. Added to this was the fact that
information pertaining to the conquests was important for its
bearing on the settlement of the tribes in the amsar, and on
administrative plans in general. The Umayyads encouraged
studies on such topics, which during the period of their rule
were an indispensable part of a good education.*®

The second century A.H. witnessed akbbariyin, philologists,
and genealogists engaged in vigorous activity each in his own
field. The akhbariyan, or narrators of .akbbiar, “accounts” or
“stories,” represented the line of historical studies, in which
the others also had a role to play. But at the same time, the
works of such scholars, especially in the early period, indicate
tha the various aspects of their interests and writings at times
intermingled. During the first two centuries A.H., the activi-
ries of these scholars were concentrated in Kufa and Basra,
two bustling centers of the Arab tribes. This gives the Iraqi
accounts a predominant position in this perspective on histor-
ical writing.

Qisas and akhbir on the great deeds of the tribes were told
in evening gatherings (magalis) of the tribe-or governor, or in
the mosque, and were customarily regarded as the collective
property of the families or tribes. There also appeared trans-
mitters, ruwdt, who passed down scattered akbbir or poetry.
If we know very lide about the transmiters of verse, we know
a great deal about the ruwat who transmitted reports in prose.

48 Tbn al-Nadim, Fibrist, edited by Gustav Fligel (Leipzig, 1871-72), p.
89: also Salih al-Din al-Munajjid’s introduction to ‘Umar ibn Yisuf, Turfas

al-ashib fi ma‘rifat al-ansib, cdited by K. V. Zetterstéen (Damascus, 1369/
19493, pp. 6ff.

At the dawn of the second century A.H. the inclination to
collect these akbbir and relate them in continuous organized
fashion, arranged according to subject or event, emerges into
our view in written form. The akbbariyan were thus the first
historians in the tribal perspective. In their gathering of his-
torical materials they consulted family and tribal accounts, and
also other accounts in circulation in the garrison town. These
they supplemented, especially on matters concerning the
Rishidiin caliphate, with accounts from Medina. There were
also government registers in Iraq and Syria, most notably the
Diwan al-kbatam, or “Diwan of the Seal,” and similarly the
army diwans in which the tribes were registered. It is probable
that the akbbariyin made use of these as well. The influence
of the Islamic framework on these authors is confirmed by the
fact that they could not disregard the isnad. Though they used
it freely and somewhat carelessly, its gradually increasing im-
portance among the akbbariyan indicates the continuity of the
influence of the Islamic perspective on the writing of history.
The collection of akhbar was part of a phase of general culture,
that of the gathering of hadith and other accounts in each
individual province.

The writings of the first akbbdriyan have not survived to
modern times, thus our assessment of their work is restricted
to the extracts which have come down to us by way of such
later historians as al-Tabari and al-Baladhuri. Let us now look
at some of these akbbariyin.

Let us begin with Aba Mikhnaf (d. 157/774), a Kufan akb-
bari with an interest in genealogies.*® He authored more than
thirty books in which he wrote abour the Ridda, the con-
quests in Syria and Iraq, the shard, Siffin, on subsequent cvents

© Hj . - .
uc Silin, e aTubar, Ta i, . 33021 [Abs Mkhal has sinee been st
ied in derail in Ursula Sezgin, Abiz Mibmaf: ein Beitrag zur Histoviggraphic der

umaz?rudirchen Zeit (Leiden, 1971); of. also EI?, 1, 140 (H.A.R. Gibb); Peter-
sen, ‘Al and Muawiye, pp. 556F.; GAS, I, 308f)
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-
findet. Auch ein ndheres Eingehen auf gewisse im Wes-
ten zu Linrecht gebrduchliche Bezeichnungen (wie Mo-
hammedaner) und falsch verstandene Begriffe (wie Kis-
met) hitte sich gelohnt. Hie und da sind die statistischen
Angaben, die die Autoren wegen deren Wandelbarkeit
ohnehin auf ein Mindestmass reduziert haben, nicht up-
to-date. Die mit 500 Millionen angegebene Zahl der
Muslims steht in einem krassen Missverhiltnis zu der
Zahl von ca. 700 Millionen, wie die zahlenmassige
Stirke des Woeltislams neuerdings von einheimischen
Gelehrten geschatzt wird. Auch iiber die Auslegung
mancher Begriffe aus dem Bereich der islamischen Theo-
logie mag man anderer Meinung als die Verfasser sein.

So wire Gihdd sachgerechter mit Selbstbehauptungs-
kampf als mit ,,Heiliger Krieg gegen die Unglaubigen”

zu iibersetzen. Der Gihad hat bekanntlich zwei Erschei-
nungsformen: eine geistige und eine militarische. Die
erste Erscheinungsform hat sogar (ibergewicht vor der

zweiten und heisst daher ,,der grosse Gihad”". Was den

militarischen Selbstbehauptungskampf (,.den kleinen Gi-
had’) anbelangt, so gilt dieser lediglich den Aggressoren,
den Abtriinnigen und den Wegelagern. (Siche die Islam

Ansiklopedisi, Bd. 3, S. 169). Die Formulierung, der Gi-
had erfordere ,,Bekehrung der Heiden, wenn nétig unter
Anwendung von Zwang” verleitet zu der weit verbrei-
teten Ansicht, dass sich der Islam mit Feuer und Schwert
verbreitet habe. Dies wollten aber die Autoren, was man
auf Grund anderer Ausfithrungen im Lexikon feststellen
kann, sicherlich nicht behaupten. Eine Prazisierung wire
also hier vonnéten gewesen.

Bei der Fiille des Materials, das dieses Buch enthalt,
waren kleinere Fehler unvermeidlich. So ist zu korrigie-
ren: al-fHadiga in Hadiga (S. 386), Masgid al-agsa (S.
762) in al-Masgid al-aqsa, insan al-kdmil (S. 456) in
al-insan al-kamil.

Der Stil des Lexikons ist fliissig und leicht verstind-
lich. Besonders gut geschrieben sind die Artikel, in denen
die Verfasser, die lange Zeit im Orient gelebt haben,
ihre eigenen Erfahrungen und Einblicke prisentieren.
Hervorgehoben seien die Ausfithrungen iiber die Be-
duinen, das Biirgertum, die Gewerkschaften, die Land-
wirtschaft und die Stadt sowie {iber die geistige Befruch-
tung des Abendlandes durch den Orient (etwa im Sach-
artikel Andalus). Hier erkennt man erst so recht, wieviel
liebevolle Mithe in diese: Arbeit investiert worden ist.
Diese wird daher sicherlich bald zu einem unerlisslichen
Referenzbuch in jeder deutschsprachigen Redaktion, Bi-
bliothek und Bildungsanstalt sowie in jedem Planungs-
biiro fiir Wirtschaft und Politik werden. So zweifle ich
- nicht daran, dass dieses Buch — wie der inzwischen ver-
storbene Autor und der ihm im Heimgang gefolgte Her-
ausgeber Gustav E. von Grunebaum es wiinschten —
den Zugang ,,zu Welt und Menschen eines schwer er-
fassbaren, immer bedeutender werdenden Kulturkreises”
erleichtern wird.

Wien, Dezember 1972 S. BALIC

BIBLIOTHECA ORIENTALIS XXX N° 1/2, Januari-Maart 1973 /4der?

Ursula SEZGIN, Aba Miknaf, ein Beitrag zur Historio-
graphie der Umaiyadischen Zeit. Leiden, E. J. Beitl,
1971 (8vo, XII, 251 pp.). Price: Hfl. 68,—.

The book under review is a partly rewritten, partly
abridged PhD dissertation presented in 1968 to the Uni.

- versity of Giessen, Germany. The authoress is the wife

of Fuat Sezgin, the author of GAS.

The incentive for this dissertation was provided by
the discovery of a manuscript preserved in Ankara in
which a part of the text could be identified with an
abridgment of the Kitdb al-ghdrat by Aba Mikhnaf
(= 70-157/=% 689-775). Ursula Sezgin's book in its
present form deals mainly with Aba Mikhnaf and hig
position among early Muslim historiographers.

The overall impression of this book is very favourable
indeed. In a concise but rather dry style Ursula Sezgin
sets out to give a survey of the opinions of earlier scho-
lars who have done research into the life and works of
Abit Mikhnaf. The last scholar she mentions, whose
work is extensively criticized, is E. Ladewig Petersen
(“Ali and Mu‘awiya in early Arabic tradition. Studies on
the genesis and growth of Islamic historical writing until
the end of the ninth century, Copenhagen 1964). It ap-
pears that Ursula Sezgin bases her study mainly on the
findings of two scholars whose theories were published
in recent years: Nabia Abbott, Studies in literary Arabic
papyri, 2 vols, and F. Sezgin, GAS, vol. I. The main
issue with which the latter’s theory is concerned is that
of the transmission of written material, a transmission
which — according to F. Sezgin — began already during
the first decades of the first century of the Hijra (cf.
GAS, I, p. 53-84). It is obvious from her book that
Ursula Sezgin upholds this theory.

Then the authoress draws for us a picture of how
the earliest historians of Islam worked. We see how
they made collections of information items, which they
had received partly orally, partly written down from one
or more masters, contemporaries or eye-witnesses of an
event. All facts and information items concerning one
particular event or a closely connected sequence of
events — '"Themenkreis’ as Ursula Sezgin calls it —
were put down in writing, if that had not yet been done,
and placed in a certain order in a kitdb, which the pre-
sent reviewer cannot help comparing with a sort of ‘file’.
The kutub found their way to other, later historians,
who, on the basis of these kutub and other material col-
lected from elsewhere, compiled new ‘monographs’, as
Ursula Sezgin calls them.

Thus, if we picture an early historiographer writing
a book on, for example, the battle of Siffin, we see a
man making an excerpt of, or writing out fully the ma-
terial he has collected in his ‘file’ that bears the heading
Siffin. What we call 'the writing of books’, comprises
this activity. It should be borne in mind, however, that
neither the wording nor the arrangement of the material
of a certain kitdb could be changed by the later mono-
grapher. As Ursula Sezgin herself succinctly puts it (p.
41, note 2): "Die Ausdriicke: exzerpieren, ausschreiben,
auszugsweise aufnehmen etc. sind in keinem Fall so zu
verstehen, dass eine Anderung des Wortlautes, ein Zu-
sammenfassen und Reslimieren des Inhaltes erfolgt sei.
Der Wortlaut muss, folgt man der Methode der hadit-
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ABU MIKHNAF 2853

of the army commander who slew a great
elephant (Abti al-Faraj, 19/9), or describing
his release from prison aided by Salma, or
his own bravery (Aba al-Faraj, 19/5; Abu
‘Alt Miskawayh, 1/205), delighted all other
narrators of poetry, and few could resist
his engaging tales, even if in all probabil-
ity they were mostly pure legend (al-Jahiz,
3/203/3; Ibn al-Athir, 5/291).

Abu Mihjan’s Diwan (collected poems)
was first published by Landberg in Leiden
in 1886 and again, with a Latin translation,
by Abel in 1887. In 1970 Salah al-Din al-
Munajjid republished it, basing his edition
on Aba Hilal al-‘Askar?’s comnientary.

BiBLIOGRAPHY

Abti ‘Al Miskawayh, Ahmad b. Muhammad,
Tajarib al-umam (Tehran, 1366 Sh./1987); Abu
al-Faraj al-Isfahant, alAghani (Cairo, n.d.);
Afsaruddin, Asma, FExcellence and Precedence:
Medieval Islamic Discourse on Legitimate Lead-
ership (Leiden, 2002); al-Amidi, al-Hasan,
al-Mutalif wa’l-mukhialif, ed. ‘Abd al-Sattar
Ahmad Farrgj (Cairo, 1381/1961); al-‘AskarT,
Murtada, Abd Allah b Sabd wa asafr ukhrd (Bei-
rut 1393/1973); al-Baladhuri, Ahmad, Futiih
al-buldin (Leiden, 1866); Blachére, Régis, His-
toire de la littérature arabe (Paris, 1952—1966);
al-Dhahabi, Muhammad, Ta%#kh al-Islam (Bei-
Tut, 1407/1987); al-Dinawari, Ahmad, al-Akhbar
al-tiwal (Cairo 1960); Hawt, liyya, Fann al-shiT
al-khamit (Beirut, 1981); Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, Yusuf,
al-Isti'ab (Cairo, 1380/1960); Ibn ‘Abd Rabbih,
Ahmad, al-74d al-farid (Cairo, 1940-1953); Ibn
al-Athir, ‘Ali, Usd al-ghaba (Cairo, 1280/1863);
Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalami, Ahmad, al-fsgba
(Cairo, 1328/1910); Ibn Qutayba, ‘Abd Allah,
al-Shi'r wa al-shu‘ora’ (Beirut, 1964); Ibn Sallam
al-Jumahi, Muhammad, Tabagat al-shu'ard’
(Leiden, 1916); al-Jahiz, ‘Amr b. Bahr, al-Bayan
wa al-tabyin (Cairo, 1351/1932); Madelung, Wil-
ferd, The Succession to Muhammad: A Study of the
Early Caliphate (Oxford 1997); al-Mas‘udis, ‘Al b.
Husayn, Mury al-dhahab (Beirut, 1385/1966);
Qudama b, Ja'tar, al-Khargj wa sand‘at al-kitaba
(Baghdad, 1981); Rhodokanakis, N., and Pellat,
Ch., Abo Mihdjan’, EI2, vol. 1, p. 140; Sezgin,
GAS; al-Tabail, Ta%ikh; Shoshan, Boaz, Poetics
of Islamic Historiography: Deconstructing Tabari’s
History (Leiden, 2004); al-Wagidi, Muhammad,
al-Maghdzi, ed. Marsden Jones (London, repr.
1966); Yaqut, Buldan.

Avr1 Bamramian
Tr. MANSUR SANA’T

Abt Mikhnaf, Lat b. Yahya b. Said
b. Mikhnaf b. Sulaym, was a distinguished
historian of the 2nd/8th century. In spite
of his great renown, there is a surprising
lack of information about his life, which
makes it difficult to construct even the sim-
plest of outlines. This has led scholars to
focus attention exclusively on his narra-
tives. These reports which, as shall be seen,
were cited from his works in a particular
way by later authors, shed little light on
his hife, and therefore one has to proceed
with caution in attempting to reach any
conclusions.

Abt Mikhnaf was born in Kifa, into a
large and distinguished household of the
Bant Ghamid, part of the great Yemeni
tribe of Azd (al-Kalbi, 21/481-482). Infor-
mation regarding his farmly in different
sources, albeit scattered, is more plentiful.
According to Abti Mikhnaf himself (Ibn
Sa‘d, 1(3)/30), his forebear Mikhnaf b.
Sulaym became a Mushm in 6/627 when
the Prophet invited Abti Zabyan of Azd to
embrace Islam. For this reason, Mikhnaf
b. Sulaym, who also narrated a number
of hadiths from the Prophet, is regarded as
a Companion (al-Tabarani, 20/310-311;
Abt al-Shaykh, 1/279-282; Tbn ‘Abd al-
Barr, 4/1467; Abtu Nu‘aym, Ma'nfa, 2/
fol. 206a; al-Mizzi, Tukfa, 8/367—368; Ibn
Hajar, al-Isaba, 6/72). The only detail in
the sources regarding Mikhnaf b. Sulaym’s
life prior to the caliphate of ‘Al b. Abi
Talb concerns his participation in the
conquest of Irag (al-Dinawari, 114). He
was in the Iraqi forces at the battle of the
Camel and carried the standard of Azd
(Nasr b. Muzahim, 117; al-Baladhuri,
Ansab, 2/236; al-Dinawari, 146). Mikh-
naf’s brothers ‘Abd Allah and Saqg‘ab
were killed in this battle (al-Tabari, Ta’ikh,
4/521, ‘al-Muntakhab’, 547; al-Baladhuy,
Ansab, 2/241). He was later appointed gov-
ernor of Isfahan and Hamadan by ‘Ali b.
Abt Talib (Nagr b. Muzahim, 11; Aba al-
Shaykh, 1/277-278; Abta Nu‘aym, Dhikr
akhbar, 1/72). Before the battle of Siffin,
he was summoned by ‘Ali b. Abt Tilib,
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latter were forced to recognise the clear
superiority of their visitor. This episode
again belongs to a favourite literary topos
of the “encounter,” in which prominent
mystical personalities confront each other.
Al-Sam‘ant (d. 562/1166) quotes Aba
Hafs, under the heading “Haddad,” in his
extensive compilation of nisbas (the part
of a Muslim name that originally indi-
cated tribal origins and location, and later
often referred to a special characteristic or
profession). For this all-round savant from
Khurasan, Abt Hafs was a Saff whose
life was full of miracles, Thus, accord-
ing to al-Sam‘ani, Abti Hafs, who was a
monolingual Persian speaker, nevertheless,
when brought face-to-face with Baghdadi
interlocutors, spoke straightaway in Arabic
{(Ansab, 158a). ‘

From a historical perspective, the question
is whether the founders of the Malamatiyya
and related personalities, such as Aba Haf,
really existed as an actual group in their
time, or whether they were simply assigned
this role by al-Sulami in order to create a
counterweight not only to the powerful
local Karramiyya movement but also to
the Stffs of Iraqi affiliation, some of whom
had begun to gain a foothold in Iran in the
middle of the third/ninth century, in emu-
lation of Abii Bakr al-Wisiti. Also known
as Ibn al-Farghani, since he came from
the valley of the Farghina (as indicated
by his nisba), al-WasitT left his province
beyond the Oxus and set out for Iraq,
in order to attend the classes of famous
Iraqi Stfis such as al-Junayd (d. 298/910).
It was probably in the wake of al-Hallaj’s
execution in Baghdad in 309/922 that he
fled the persecution of the Sufis in Iraq.
He settled in Merv, in central Khurasan,
where he died in 320/930, after having
passed through Nishaptir, which is where
Abti Hafs and al-Sulam both lived.

ABU MIKHNAF

Bisriograrny

Sources

al-Sulami, Tabakat al-siifiyya, ed. Johannes
Pedersen, Leiden 1960; al-Sulami, Risala al-
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Ankara 1397/1977; Aba Nu‘aym al-Isfahans,
Hilyat al-awliya’, Cairo 1351—-7/1932-8; al-
Sam‘ant, al-dnsib, ed. David S. Margoliouth,
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al-Suhrawardi, dwanf al-Ma'arif, ed. ‘Abd
al-Halim Mahmad b. al-Sharif (Cairo 1971),
chaps, 8 and 9, comparison of Malamatiyya,
Qalandariyya, and Sifipya, with a theoretical
approach and no biographical elements; al-
Hujwirt, Kashf al-Malyiih, Leningrad 19926,
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Jacqueline Chabbi, Remarques sur le dével-
oppement historique des mouvements as-
cétques et mystiques au Khurasan, S7 46
(1977), 5~72; Jacqueline Chabbi, Abti Hafs
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JacoueLive CHassi

Abt Mikhnaf

Abi@i Mikhnaf Lat b. Yahya b. Sa%d b,
Mikhnaf al-Azdi (d. 157/774), of Kufa, in
Iraq, was an early Muslim historian. His
grandfather Mikhnaf b. Sulaym al-Azdi,
who gave his name to this Azdi clan to which
Abti Mikhnaf belonged, was considered a
Companion of the Prophet. He ranked
among the dignitaries of his kinfolk of the
Azdi tribe and so, accompanied by two of
his brothers, he joined the Azdi delegation
that went to Mecca to meet the Prophet and
pay homage to him and to embrace Islam.

Soon after the death of the Prophet,
Mikhnaf b. Sulaym responded to the call
for jihdd made by the second caliph, ‘Umar
b. al-Khattab (r. 13-23/634-44); seven
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Ein Beitrag zur Historiographie
der umaiyadischen Zeit
URSULA SEZGIN
ABU MIHNAT
EIN BEITRAG ZUR HIST ,
4 VHISTORIOGRAPHIE — nézaﬁ / /fe’ 'f‘ f{f
DER UMAIYADISCHEN 21T . T —o w:? :
— von
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URSULA SEZGIN




UksuLs Sezain:  Aba Mifmaf: e
Beitrag zur Historiographic der vinai-
yadischen Zed. xi, 201 pp. Leiden :
E. J. Beidi, 1971, Guilders 68
In her Bedrag on the historiography of the

Umaiyad period Ursula Sezgin treats of an

author and topic of mijor significance in carly

Islamic history. From first sight one pereeives

that mueh careful rescarch has gone into the

production of this volume. In her preface we

Jearn that Mrs. Sezgin's initial nopulse to con-

cern horself with Abd Mikhnal arose from the

discovery of a M3 of nuxed contents (Satb
5118) at Ankuara, entitled Kilab al-ghardai, long
known to us by citation in Arab historians——
surely u precious work since Abi Mikhnaf died
in 157/775 and is thought to have been born
probably us early as T0/638. It scems he was
a Kifun, and three of his books arc already
lnown to exist in M3 form. Naturally Mers.
Sezgin was immediately confronted  with o
number of questions (p. 2) us, for example,
how the material cited by Arab authors and
attributed to Abi Mikhnai agrees with the
newly found MS version. as well as many other
problems besides.
The Beitrag comuiences by surveying the
Cexisting  studies on  Abi Mikhnaf from
Wiistenfeld, Briinnow, and Wellhausen, to van
Arendonk and Petersen.  In discussing ways
{o o new investigation she yuotes Nabin Abbott
as accepting the works of the compilers of
carly history as basically authentic and not
forged, although this is " not to be equated
with scientific reliabilivy or factuality *. This
view s largely held now though the older
attitude tonding to notions of widespread
forgery dies hard. She indicates her own main
sources for her investigation (p. 34) and defines
the technical terms employed in transimission
used by the historians, such as samd’, gir@'ak,
wijadal, und later (pp. 126 and §29) dhakera.
Abi Mikhnaf is examined as an informant/
authority (Gowdhrsmann) of later historians
like Nasr b, Muozilim and Taburi. For
example she lists (. 42) those writings of ADi
Mikhnaf which are uned as a4 source of Tubari’s
CAnnals
Abi Mikhnaf and the work ol the same title
by Nasr b Muzihim, and AbD
and Balidhar?'s Ansab al-ashraf and Futal
al-bulddn.  Fhen again the Kdab al-gharat is

RseAs

(HEQTVOLR)

She discusses the Aitah Stffin of

Mikhnat

¢ 38 . 5.444-445 ,49s

N
compared with & work of the same wtle by
1brahim b, Hilal al-Thaqafi which, though not
separately known from MSS figures in ex
cerpts in [bn Abi Hadid’s Sharl wehy al-
baldghah, as also with several other works in
which al-Thaqafi quotes Abi Mikhnal.  She
examines  the method of Abu I Wara] ol
Isfahini who drew upon AbG Mikhoaf i his
Magatil ad-talibiyin, and draws attenuon to.
the problem of tendentious reorganization of
Abh Mikhnaf's  writings
quote from him.

A further chapter embodies the vesults of an
analysis of the dsnads to Abi Mikhuoaf iu
Tabari along with o discussion of various

m  higtorians  whao

aspects of transniission and the transmitters
of historical information.  This important
chapter nlso speaks of the inapplicability to the
historiography of Abl Mikhpnaf of Nchacht's
thesis relating to dsnads.  Ch. iv lists he
writings of AbG Mikhnaf where they figure in
‘Pubari and the authorities (Gewdhrsleuie) cited
by Aba Mikhnaf, from whom the latter drew
his information. This seems at least to weaken,
to some extent, Schocht’s dismissal of {sndids.
Further citations of passages from Abi Mikhnal
in carly texts are also given.

The new Ankara MS of the Kitab al-yhirat
is deseribed (p. 111 f.) in detail and chapter
headings are given. It s o sixth-century aarn
ALS, apparenily an abbreviated version of
the original book. Then follow citations drawy
from the unabbreviated original which ficure
in early texts. K

Other aspects of Aba Mikinai’s literary
output with which Mrs. Sezgin deals ure the
Magtal al- Huswin, and some works known by
citation slone such as his Wag'at Siffin, this
latter followed by an analysis of the parailel
work by Nasr b. Muzahim, etc.
list of the authorities used by Abit Mikhnaf, o
bibliography and indexes.

The importance of Mrs, Sezgin's thorough
study, utilizing all researches achieved up to
date, is obvious. No doubt similar apprecia-
tiang will have to be made of other ecarly
authorities. The impression one dees form is
that of the collection of historical data from
quite carly in the first Islunic century; that
these were in written form is by no means
unlikely, for a society that could produce well
drafted documents such as the
correspondence and treaties of which the
authenticity, in all but a few instances, i3 not
in doubt, would surely find no difficuity, more
especinlly among a leisured milien, in collecting
and writing down accounts of historical events.

K. B. SERJEANT

There are a

Prophet’s



Abi Mihnaf

Fin Beitrag zuf Historiographie
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astris), et DULer iraie www-- o ]
magnis coniunctiontbus et le [Citil al-kirdnat quon
attribue aussi a Albumasar, s, coutne le constate
J. Vernet dans un article réeent, il y a une grande
conformité entre ces deux OUVLRLS. ‘ .

4y K. al-Nukat, maniére de r("suvme du' traite
précédent, traduit par Johanues [lispalensis sous
le titre de Flores astrologiae: 1¢ texte arabe se trouve.
dans les mss. de UEscorial, 918, 1 ot 038, 5 et aussi
aux fo8 1-29 du ms. 2588 de la 13tbl. .Nut. de Paris.
La traduction latine a €té jmprimdée @ Augsburg en
1488, 4 Venise en 1488, 1483 et 1500,

5) K. al-Uldj fi buyid al-Cibedits u'l’:t‘ait, selon les
citations des auteurs postérivurs, une stude sur les
temples qu'on avait sdifics dans le moende pendant
chaque millénaire. .

6) K. Mawdlid al-vididl wa-b-nisd’, trmtg sur les
nativités des hommes ct des  femmes, divisé en
douze chapitres et conservé dans le ms. de Berlin
n° 5881,

On attribue encore d'autres (BUvies a Albu‘masar,
mais on ne saurait en affirmer Pauthenticité; en
tout cas, elles ne peuvent changer pers.onnahte
scientifique, presque exclusivement astrologique, de
notre auteur.

Bibliographie:
. Suter, 28, Nachtr., 162} : 2
3,?-;;¢kamd;, ¢d. Lippert, 1525 J- Lippert, Ab#

Matshars Kitadb al-ulif, dans !-VZlKM, 1§95,

351-8; M. Steinschneider, Die curopdischen Uber-

setzungen, 35-8; P. Dubemt, Le systéme du wmonde,

11, 369-860; C. Nallino, Seritti, [V, 331-2;G. Sarton,

Introd. to the Hist. of Science, 1, 568; J. Vernet,

Problemas bibliogrdficos cn porno & Albumasar,

Barcelone 1952. (J. M. MILL.&S)_

ABU MASSHAR Napuf B ¢ApD AL-RAHMAXN
AL-SINDI aL-Mapaxi, esclave du Yémen, peut-
&tre d'ascendance indienne, qni aspirait & l’affrz%n:_
chissement et vécut & Médine. [§ était conmder.e
comme un spécialiste de hadith plutot «faible», In;gns
il est justement célébre en tant qu'auteur d'un
Kitah al-Maghazi. De pormbreux fragments de ce
dernier ont été conservés par al-Wakidi et Tbn Sa®d.
Parmi ses sources, il mentionne NAfiS, l_e mawlﬁ’ d'Ibn
“Umar, Muh. b. Ka‘b al-[uragl ainsi que a a}lt;es
savants de Médine. En t6oofy70-7, il quitta Médine
et demeura A Baghdad jusqu’asi notten ramadan (7}
170/787. 11 y jouit de la faveur e plusieurs rrfemb,ms
de la cour des califes tahhasides. Tabarl lui a
emprunté des informatinns sur U'histoire l?iblivque et
sur la vie de Muhammad, ot ei particutier des
données chronologiq\ﬁcs, s derpitres allant jusqu’a
Pannée méme de sa mort. o

Bibliographie: Bukhul, ’l‘u’ri&l_b,.iiaydarabad

1360, 114; Ilbn Hibbin, M djrihin (m-s‘ Ava

Sofya 496, fol. 234); (L SAdi, Dufafd’ (ms.

Topkapu Saray, Ahmet L 2943, 111, fol. 183b-

185a); Ta’rikh Baghdad, X111, 457-62; Ibn

Hadjar, Tahdhib, X, Haydarabid 13257, $19-225

Dhahabi, Nubald (ms. Topkapu Saray, Ahmet IIT,

2910, VI, fol. 188b-1g0a); le méme, Ta’rikh al-

Islam, sous les kunyds s obituaires de la 17°

tabaka; Ibn Kutayba, Matdrif, ('d.. Wiistenfeld,

253; Ya'kubi, I, 527; vaknt, Mudiam, 111, 1665

le méme, Mushtarik, 250 . Horovitz, in IC, 1928,

495-8; Brockeimann, 5 1, 297

(J. HoxoviraiF.

ABO MIDFAS. {Vair S1k8AL

ABU MIHDJAN “Ano Accii (ou Malik ou
€Amr) B. Hasis, poite de la tribu des

Brockelmaut, I, 221, S I,
tbn al-Kitti, Ta’rikh

RosENTHAL])

arabe

QAHLIAL TL ieuurs = e

{en 8/630), il se convertit en g/631-2 et combattit
3 al-Kadisiyya [g.v.]; pour participer A cette bataille,
il aurait d’abord échappé 4 son escorte (car ‘Umar
I'avait banni & Hadawda, v. Goldziher, Abhandl., 1),
puis obtenu d'étre mis provisoirement en liberté par
la femme de Sa‘d b. Abi Wakkas (q.v.]; ce dernier
I'avait en effet emprisonné pour ivresse, mais le
comportement — d'atlleurs romance par les historiens
— du podte durant la bataille, lui valut le pardon
du général. Il est possible qu'Abl Mihdjan ait
également participé A la bataille de Vologesias
{Ullays). En 16/637, il fut encore exilé par ‘Umar
3 Nasi¢, et mourut peu aprés; on prétend avoir vu
son tombeau sur la frontiére d’Adharbaydjan ou de
Djurdjan.

Les fragments conservés de sa poésie ne mani-
festent aucune originalité, mais sa vocation de potte
repose principalement sur ses chansons bachiques
{le fameux vers: «Quand je mourrai, enterrez-moi
auprés d'un pied de vigne...» lui est attribué), et
il convient de prendre au sérieux un groupe de
potmes dans lesquels il lance ouvertement un défi
4 la prohibition coranigue du vin; c’est cette attitude
qui lui valut d’¢ire banni plusieurs fois par ‘Umar.

Il v a lieu de ne pas confondre ce poeéte avec son
homonyme Abd Mihdjan Nusayb b. Rabih,
{voir Nusavs).

Bibliographie: Le diwdn d'Abd Mihdjan a
été 8dité par Landberg, Primeurs arabes, I, Leide
1886 (autre éd., Caire, s.d., avec commentaire
de <Askari) et par Abel, Leide 1837 (avec une
biographie et une traduction latine}. On trouvera
des notices le concernant dans Djumahi, Tabakat,
Caire, s.d., 105-6; Ibn Kutayba, Shi‘r, 251-3;
Mastadi, Mwridi, IV, 213-9; A ghani', X1, 137-43,
XXI, 210-25; Ibn Hadiar, Isaba, 1V, n° rory;
Baghdadi, Kkizina, éd. Bilak, 111, 550-6; Caetani,
Annali, V, 224 3gq.; O. Rescher, Abriss, i, 105-7;
Nailino, Seritti, VI, 46; DBrockelmann, 1, 40,
S I, 76. (N. Raopokanaxis-[CH. PELLAT]}
ABU MIKHNAF L0T B. Yawvi B, Sa‘ip B

Migr¥aF AL-AzpT, un des premiers traditionnistes
et historiens arabes, mort en I157/774. 1e Fihrist le
nomme comme auteur de 32 monographies sur divers
&vénements de Uhistoire des Arabes, survenus particu-
litrement dans le <irik;la plupart des renseignements
qu'ils fournissent se frouvent reproduits dans les
chroniques de Balidhuri et de Tabarl. Les ouvrages
qui nous sont parvenus sous son nom sont des
productions tardives qui lui ont été fictivement
attribuées. Son arridre-grand-pére Mikhnaf était le
chef des Azd du ‘Irik partisans de ‘Ali (voir Ibn
Satd, VI, 22, et Nasr b. Muzdhim, Waktat Siffin,
Caire 1365, index); néanmoins, Abl Mikhnaf mani-
feste en général dans ses récits historiques un point
de vue C‘irikien ou kafien, plutdt qu'exclusivement
shifite. En tant que traditionniste, il est regardé
comme faible et peu digne de confiance.

Biblicgraphie: Fikrist, 93; Tusi, List, n®s575;
Kutubi, Fawdt, 1I, 175. (Caire 1951, 1° 360);
Brockelmann, I, 65, S 1, ror-z; Storey, II, 229;
\Wellhausen, Arab. Reich, préf. [1I-V (appréciation
sommaire de ses matériaux et de sa méthode);
Wiistenfeld, Der Tod Husains und die Rache (Abh.
Gott. Ges. d. IWiss., 1883); Barthold in Zapiski
Vostoch. otd. imper. russk. arkheol. obshch., XVII,
147 8qq. (H. A. R. Gies)
ABU MUHAMMAD “ABp ALLAu B. MUHAMMAD

5. BARAKA AL-CUMANT, fréquemment nommé I8y
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{L} a Mékhﬁéif Liit bin "‘Efa%}‘y& al-Azdi (d. ca. 157/774).

FAdns, IV ér@iga 39 . Brookshmang, Allgemein Einfuhrung in die Arabis-
chen Papyri {(Vienna, 1924y, 27-30; L Welihausen, ARSS, (ntrod. oo
an-Nadim, £7 93, *‘%féqié% MU, VI 220-222, ibn Hajar al-'Asqalani,
T isdn al-Mizan, 1V; 492 f; F. Rosenthal. HOMH, 63,79, £2%: As-Sakhawi,
op, cif., 56; H.AR R. Gibb, W’é’“ J, 1 140 (short). .M. Dunlop, 4.C., 81,
who mentions his Kigdh Siffin. Sec the recent study by U, Sezgin,

Abi Mikkrdf, Ein Beiirag 2ur Historiographie der { »"m&e‘yﬁa’iscx’w Zert
(1971) pp. Mif+251, R E’:i,wi ala, M VI, 157-58 who gives raference
1o Arabic works and records the . date of his death as 157/ 77 RNone of his
monographs on historical events sewins o have survived,  See joha Alden
williams, Themes of Felamic Civilization (1971192 where an exiracl from
Abl Mikhral preserved in at-Tabarl 13 quot” .8, Margoliouth, AH,
£7: H.AR. Gibb, Abu Mikhnaf, £7 (2), 1, 140. F. Wistanfeld. GAIW,
(ric. 19), 5-6.
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Ursvra Sezain: Aba Mibna/:  en
Beitrayg zur Historiographie der wmai-
yadischen Zeri, x1, 201 pp. Leiden:
E J. Bridl, 1971, Guilders 68.

In her Beirag ou the historiography of the
Umaiyad period Ursula Sezgin ireats of an
author and topie of major significance in early
Islamic history. From first sight one perceives
that much caveful research has gone into the
production of this volume. In her preface we
learn that Brs. Scegin’s initial impulse to con-

cern herself with Abi Mikhnaf arose from the

discovery of a M5 of mixed contents (Saib
5418) at Ankara, entitled Kitab al-gharat, long
known to us by citation in Arab historians—
surely a precious work since Aba Mikhnaf died
in 157/775 and is thought to have been born
probably as early as 70/689. It seems he was
a Kifan, and three of his books arc already
known to exist in MS form. Naturally Mrs.
Sezgin was immediately confronted with a
number of questions (p. 2) as, for example,
how the material cited by Arab authors and
attributed to Abu Mikhnaf agrees with the
newly found MS version. as well as many other
problems besides.
The Beitrag commences by surveying the
_existing studies on AbG Mikhnaf from
Wiistenfeld, Brinnow, and Wellhausen, to van
Arendonk and Petersen. In discussing ways
to a new investigation she quotes Nubia Abbott
as accepting the works of the compilers of
early history as basically authentic and not
forged, although this is “not to be equated
with scientific reliability or factuality . This
view is largely held now though the older
attitude tending to notions of widespread
forgery dies hard. She indicates her own main
sources for her investigation (p. 34) and defines
the technical terms employed in transmigsion
used by the historians, such as sama’, gird’ak,
wijddal, and later (pp. 126 and 129) dhakara.
Abt Mikhnaf is examined as an informant/
authority (Gewdhrsmainn) of later historians
like Nasr b, Muzahim and Tabari. For
example she lists (p. 42) those writings of Abii
Mikhnaf which are used as a source of Tabari’s
“Annals ". She discusses the Kitah Siffin of
Abfn Mikhnaf and the worl of the same title
by Nasr b. Muziahim, and Abl Mikhnaf
and Baladhurt's Ansab al-ashraf and  Futah
al-buldan. Then again the Kitab al-ghdrat is
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compared with a work of the same title by -
1brahim b. Hilal al-Thagafi which, though not ;
separately known from MSS figurer in eox. |
cerpts in Thn Abi Hadid’s Sherd sahi al-
baldaghal, as also with several other works in
which al-Thaqafl quotes Abti Mikhinad. =he
examines the method of Abu "1-Fara; al-
Isfahani who drew upon Abd Mikhnaf in his
Maqatsl al-talibiyin, and draws attention to.
the problem of tendentious reorganization of
Abu Mikhnaf’s writings in  historians who
quote from him.

A further chapter embodies the resalts of an
analysis of the isndds to AbG Mikhnaf in
Tabari along with a discussion of various .
aspects of transmission and the transmitters
of historical information. This important

B chapter also speaks of the Inapplicability to the

historiography of Abii Mikhnaf of Schacht’s
thesis relating to dsndds. Ch. iv lists the
writings of Abt Mikhnaf where they figure in
Tabari and the authorities (Gewcih'rsle*u.ié) cited
by Abu Mikhnaf, from whom the latter drew
his information. This seems at least to weaken,
to some extent, Schacht’s dismissal of ssnids.
Further citations of passages from AbG Mikhnaf
in early texts are also given.

The new Ankara MS of the Kitab al-ghirat
is described (p. 111 f) in detail and chapter
headings are given. It is a sixth-century a.j1.
M3, apparently an abbreviated version of
the original book. Then follow citations drawn:
from the unabbreviated original which figure
in early texts. 7 )

Other aspects of Abii Mikhnaf’s literary
output with which Mrs. Sezgin deals are the
Magtal al-Husain, and some works known by
citation alone such as his Wag'at Siffin, this
latter followed by an analysis of the parallel
work by Nasr b. Muzihim, etc. There are a
list of the authorities used by Abii Mikhnaf, a
bibliography and indexes.

The importance of Mrs. Sezgin’s thorough
study, utilizing all researches achieved up to
date, is obvious. No doubt similar apprecia-
tions will have to be made of other carly
authorities. The impression one does form is
that of the collection of historical data from
quite carly in the first Isla.nic centur v that

these were in written form is by no means !

unlikely, for a society that could produce well
drafted documents such as the Prophet’s
correspondence and treaties of which the
authenticity, in all but a few instances, is not
in doubt, would surely find no difficulty, more
especially among a leisured milieu, in collecting
and writing down accounts of hlstoncal events.
R. B. SERJEANT





