41;{49 :T}UCKER, W, “-Abfi Mangtr al-‘Ijli and the
anstriyya: a study in medieval terrorism.” Der
Islam 54, hfe. 1 (F'77) 66=76. 4

LEMAY, R,
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70 STEVEN WASSERSTROM

hand.” (%3} This may be seen as additional evidence for a
substantial impact felt by observers of these developments.

The movement was strong enough to surmount several military
defeats, and to survive into ‘Abbasid times. Under Yidghan/
Yuadh'an of Hamadan, Abi ‘Isd’s teachings rose again out of the
ashes of the battlefield.(®) This reaction by Yidghan/Yadh'n
parallels a development among the Muslim proto-Shiite extre-
mists, who, after the executions of their prophet-leaders, continued
to refine theology, largely through allegoresis. The Yudghaniyya/
Yudh'aniyya are said to have seen the holidays and fasts of
Judaism as not binding on those in exile, and to have held that
they serve only as symbols.(58) The ‘‘cognitive dissonance”
engendered by the disconfirmation of prophecy —the defeal of
Abi ‘Isa—must have accelerated the shift into esoteric inter-
pretalion.

The subsequent uprising led by Mishkan/Sharikan, in which, we
are Lold, only nineteen men participated, may be seen in retrospect
as an  atavistic moment of last resistance (o the
inevitable.(*%)  This subsection of the ‘Isiwiyya, however, was still
large enough to have been noticed by several Jewish and Muslim
scholars. Saadia Gaon, for example, apparently mentions a
sectarian ritual innovation of theirs.(*?) The Isma‘ili author Abi
Hatim al-Razi mentions the Jewish sectary “S'dkh’’ in connection
with the ghulal. () And Baghdadi, in particular, discusses how
many of the Muslim rituals this group observe and yet remain
Jewish. (%) These reports, however, are the last we hear of the
end of phase three, after their military defeat: the rationalization
of collapse, the shift into symbol, the second accommodation to
events.

(53} Apocalypse of Peler (trans.) A. Mingana in Woodbroke Studies 3 (Cambridge,
1931) p. 272, :

(54) See I. Breur, *‘Yudghanites,” JE vol. 12, pp- 624-625.

(65) For the sources see Dinur, Visrael baGolah (n. 9 above) pp. 232-234, and
notes thereon.

(BH3) Bee Fricdlaondor, “Jowishi-Arabic Studies,” |, p. 207 n. U8, and 111, p. 289,
for the sources. See also n. 59 below.

(67) Poznanski, in his bibliographic additions to Graetz, REJ LX pp- 306-312, at
p- 311, cites Harkavy's Russian language article (in Woskhed February, 1900, p. 89)
to this effect.

(08) S.M. Stern, Sludies in Farly Isma‘ilism (Leiden, 1983) p. 41.

(5Y) Al-Farq Bain al-Firaq (see n. 37 above) p. 9.

THE 'ISAWIYYA REVISITED 71

THE PROTO-SHIT MILIEU: THE MansOrivya

By contrast to the yet-inconclusive search for a Christianizing
background as a key to understanding the origins of the ‘Isawiyya
(the thesis of Pines, which I hope to treat elsewhere), a far more
profitable analysis consists in contemporaneous contextualization,
that is, in placing the ‘Isdwiyya in the context of the contempora-
neous ghulél, or proto-Shi'ite extremists. Fortunately, the only
sustained study ever undertaken of the ‘Isawiyya, that of
Friedlaender, already appropriately noted fifteen “Shi‘itic element-
s’ in the ‘Isawiyya.(®) Therefore, rather than review or replicate
his (still-valuable) work here, I shall refine its focus. ™

To be precise, in the following, I shall detail the ramified and
manifest relationship between the accounts concerning Abd ‘Isa
and those concerning one proto-Shiite “‘extremist’’ (ghali), Abu
Mansar al-1jli (d. 738-44), his exact contemporary. These paral-
lels, as a return to the insights of Friedlaender, and as a
specification and focusing of his pioneering work, should leave
little doubt concerning the precise formative milieu of Abi ‘Isa. 1
want to emphasize thereby that a sustained return to Friedlaende-
r's lapsed investigation of this prolo-ShT'ite milieu will be far more
profitable that any other approach Lo the study ol the ‘Tsawiyya,
most especially by contrast to Pines’ analysis of the ‘Isawiyya as
an ‘'Jewish-Christian™ secl.

In sum, the features shared in common between Lhe reports
concerning Abd ‘Isd and those concerning Abi Mansur include:
1) date; 2) heavenly ascent; 3) illiteracy; 4) prophetology; 5) tem-
porary leadership stalus; 6) Laxraising; 7) role of Christ; 8) role of
the desert; and 9) militarism.

1) Daling. The ‘Isawiyya may be dated to the events devolving
from what I would call “the second Purge,” of 736-737. The
interalated uprisings following Mubhammad al-Baqgir and Muham-
mad ibn al-Hanafiyya led by Mughira b. 8a'id, Bayan b. Sam'an
and Abd Mansir al-'[jli were crushed at that time.(8) As

(60) See n. 2 above.
(61) Steven Wasserstrom, “The Moving Finger Wriles: Mughira b. Sa‘id’s
Islamic Gnosis and the Myths of its Rejection,” R 25 (1985) 129; the only
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YALANCI PEYGAMBERLIK OLGUSU BAGLAMINDA
HZ. ALPNIN ISTISMARI

Abdilgaffar ASLAN

OZET

Islam coprafyasinda Miiseylimetii’l-Kezzab tle Baglayip auin $ii firkalarla
devam eden peygamberlik iddias:, giiniimiizde de bazi firka kuruculart tarafindan
ileri siiriiltir. Yalanci peygamberler iddialarim genellikle farkh din ve felsefl
sistemlerden kopya ederek olugtururlar ve hatta bazilan Hz. Ali ve eviddini istismar
ederek ona peygamberlik isnad etmislerdir. Bunlarin bazilart Hz. Al ile bir soy bagi
tesis ctmeye gahssalar da, gergekte Hz. Ali’ye yakinligi olmayan kimselerdir. $it
firkalardaki niibitvvet Sgretilerinin ayriimaz bir pargast haline getirilen “ntibilvvetin
sttrekliligi” anlayist baglaminda bazi kimseler, nebf veya rastiliiging ilan etmeden
¢nee, peygamber vekili, yardunc: peygamberlik, peygamber sozctisti, muhaddes gibi
ifadeleri kullanmayi tercih etmislerdir. Oysa Hz. Muhammed’den sonra herhangi bir
kimseye peygamberlik isnad etmenin altindd meveut sisteme mubalefet duygusu
yatmakta ve peygamberlik kurumu ifsat gdilmektedir. Kasaca burada, Hz. Ali’yi
istismar ederek kendi g¢ikaerlan dogrultugunda pcygdm%;e‘[lik iddiasinda bulunan
kisiterin bu husustaki gorigierine, m})msel ko;den e ve yansimalarina yer
verilecektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Ali, F 1rka, Nitbiivvetin Stirekliligi, Yalanci Peygamberlik

ABSTRACT

The Exploitation of Ali within the Context of the Notion of False
Prophethood

In Islamic world, many founders of religious sects have claimed prophecy
until now. In Islamic history this actually began with the declaration of prophecy by
Musaylinat al-Kazzab in early period and continued later in some Shia religious
sects. False prophets usually develope their claims by adopting old and different
religious and philosophical systems. In their allegations, some of them fried to use

Ali and his family for their political purposes and attributed prophecy to him.
Althongh such people can be found especiily in some Shia groups, they actually do
not have any familial conn=ction with Ali and Ahl- Bayt. They usually preferred to

Dag. Dr., SDU flahiyat Fakiiltesi Kelam Anabilim Dali Ogretim Uyesi.
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AL-MANSURA — MANSURIVYA
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himself and the leaders of his army and laid the foun-
dation of a mosquc. In the year 702/1302 the **Vic-
torions Camp’’ (al-Mahalla al-Mangira), was given the
form of a regular town by the construction of a ram-
part. In addition to the mosque, the dwelling of the
chiefs, the storehouses for munitions and the shelters
for the army, there were baths and caravanserais. As
Tlemeen was inaccessible to caravans, al-Mansira, or
New Tlemcen, as it was called naturally attracted the
business of the besieged town. Documents in the ar-
chives of the Crown of Aragon atiest 10 the fact that
it was visited by Christian merchants, and that a Ma-
jorcan consul lived there. After a siege of eight years
and three months, the Marinids in 706/1307 withdrew
from Tlemcen following the death of sultan Ya‘kdb,
and al-Mansbra was methodically evacuated under
the direction of Ibrahim b. ‘Abd al-Djalil; the vizier
of the sultan Abd Thabit. The people of Tlemcen
were compelled, by the terms of the treaty made by
the Marinids, to respect the rival town for some time
Jater; then, when the entente berween the two empires
had collapsed, they demolished its building and
rendered uninhabitable the entrenchments left at their
gate by their hereditary enemy.

The second phase of al-Mansora’s existence be?%xan
30 ycars afierwards, in 735/1335, with the MerTnid
drive castwards under the great ruler Abu ’}-Hasan
<Ali. Tlemcen, once more besieged, was compelled to
surrender (27 Ramadan 737/1337). Al-Mansura was
splendidly restored, according to the indications of
ibn Marzik, Abu 'l-Hasan’s historian, who had ac-
companied him 10 the town, and provided with a kasba
and mosque, a meshuar, 2 house of justice, palaces,
baths and caravanserais. It was probably at this time
that the great mosque was completed and that the
“Victory Palace’” was built (747/1344-5). The
Marinid court installed itself there and conducted the
affairs of siate thence until the defeat of al-Kayrawan
and the re-installation of the Bani “Abd al-Wad at
Tlemeen (Djumada 11 749/September 1348).

Afier the retreat of the Marinids, al-Mansura, once
more abandoned, fell gradually into ruins. Today the
rampart of terre pisée flanked by square towers is still
comparatively intact, but the interior is land under
cultivation. There still exists, however, the ruins of a
palace, no longer distinet, a section of a paved street,
and probably the surrounding wall in terre pisée of the
mosque with half of the great stonc minaret which
rosc above the principal entrance. Although the inlaid
ceramic work has almost entirely disappeared, the
facadc of the square tower, which is 120 feet high, is
one of the finest pieces of Maghribi an of the 8th/14th
century that survives. The columns and the capitalsin
marble of the mosque are preserved in the Museums
of Tlemcen and Algiers.

Bibliogrophy : lbn Khaldun, Histoire  des
Berbéres, ed. de Slane, ii, 136, 332 f1., 379 f1.; wr. i,
375: iv, 414 ff., 221 fI.; Yahya lbn Khaldin,
Bughyat al-nawwad, ed. Bel, i, 121, 143 tr. 3, 164,
189: Ch.-E. Dufourq, L'Espagne catalane el le
Aaghrib aux 13 et 147 siécles, Paris 1966, 133-6 351,
334-5, 360-3, 365, 372-5, 519; lbn Marzik,
Afusmad, ed. Lévi-Provencal, 25, 35, ed. M. .
Viguera, Algiers 1981, 125-6, 173, 230-5, 447-8,
491-2, Spanish tr. Madrid 1977, 109-10, 148, 192-
6, 369-70, 406-7; M. Shawzmiller, Un texte relatif aux
structures politiques ménnides, in REI, xlvii (1979),
239-47; Barges, Tlemcen, anciennc capitale, 249 f1.;
Brossclard, Juscriptions arabes de Tlemeen, in RAfr, i
(1895) 322-40, W. and G. Margais, Monumenls
arabes de Tlemeen, 192-222;, G. Margais, Manuel d’art
musubman, ii, 485-9, 549-50, 568-70, 625-9.

(G. Margats - [M. SHATZMILLER])

MANSURIYYA, anextremist Shi‘iscctof the
2nd/8th century named afier its founder Abh MansGr
al-€Igjli. The latter is also called al-Mustanir in some
sources, but the reading is uncerain.

Abit Manstir was a native of the sawad of Kifa and,
a tribesman rather than a peasant, grew up in the
desert. Later, he owned a house in Kifa. The state-
ment of some sources that he belonged 1o ‘Abd al-
Kays is not necessarily wrong, since 1djl is often
counted as a branch of ‘Abd al-Kays. His {ollowing
came chiefly from he wraditionally Shi'i iribes of “Idji,
Badjila and Kinda, and included also mawali. In-
itially, AbG Mansir supporied the imZmate of
Muhammad al-Bakir, exalting him and the imams
preceding him to the rank of divinely-inspired
Messenger prophets. He taught that the line of such
Messengers could mever be interrupted. After the
death of al-Bakir {ca. 117/735), he claimed 1o be his
successor and jusiified this claim, asserting that the
Family of Muhammad were heaven and the Shita
carth, while he, Abd Mansir, was the miraculous
“fragment’’ (kigf) fallen from heaven which is men-
tioned in Kur’an, LII, 44; thus he belonged
spiritually to the Bant Hashim. He identified those
who, according to the Kur’anic verse, would not
recognise the miracle and claimed that it was merely
““piled up clouds’, with.the followers of al-Mughira
b. Sa%d, his chief rival among the Shi‘i ghuldt. He
claimed that he had been raised to heaven and that
God had wiped his head with his hand and had told
him in Syriac or Persian, ‘‘My son, go and teach on
my behall”’. Abli Mansir taught that the first being
to be created by God was Jesus and the next “Ali. The
rest of mankind was eomposed of light and darkness.
Be maintained that God had sent Muhammad with
the revelation (tanzil) of the Kur’an and himself with

__its interpretation ({a’wil). Like other Shi7 ghulat, he

interpreted the Kur’an allegorically, identifying
heaven and hell, religious commandments and 'pro-
hibitions with man, friends and enemies of God in the
struggle between good and evil, and repudiating all
religious laws,

Abil Mansir was vainly sought by Khilid al-Kasri,
governor of Kiifa, during his campaign of repression
against Shi‘i extremists. He was seized and killed by
Khalid’s successor, Yasuf b. “‘Umar al-Thakafi (120-
6/738-44). After his death, the Mansiiriyya split into
two groups. One of them, known as the Busayniyya,
recognised his son al-Husayn as his designarted sl:c-
cessor. They seem to have held that the imamate
would continue among his descendants, since there
were to be seven prophets from Kuraysh and seven
from ¢ldjl. the other group, known as the Muham-
madiyya, recognised the Hasanid Muhammaa b.
tAbd Allah al-Nafs al-Zakiyya (d. 145/762) as their
imam. They maintained that al-Bakir had appointed
Abl Mansor 1o succeed him merely as a temporary
depositary (mustowda®) in order 1o foresiall discord be-
tween the descendants of al-Hasan and al-Husayn,
just like Moses had appointed Joshua before the suc-
cession reverted to the offspring of his brother Aaron.
They reported that AbG Mansiir had stated *'l am
only a depositary, and have no right to transfer the
imamate to anyone else. The K2%m is Mubammad b.
¢tabd Allah.” Al-Husayn b. Abi Mansir was cap-
tured under the caliph al-Mahdi (158-69/775-85) and
put to dcath by him. Much money was confiscated
from him, and many of his followers were now sought
out and killed. The sect evidently disintegrated
quickly.

The Mansiriyya were particularly notorious as
stranglers of their religious opponents. They are said
1o have considered murdering them a meritorious act




Claadilelio Jpol etV ol oy L
g Smbl oS8 Ol o AP W3 s dmie VAT ¢ A Bolad Ot ss ple = dnb i
' cJUo paclg ¢ Giley s Euly
Al s pata ls ol u:"[.mnrl&.,).)j e Ol ol Ll
Olaiessloil G ge . o 5d b 1, OT esad diloe O dezna o all ol
355 eolan slale s wlas Jo L.a}.a.:- OF eddmuss w3 343 Olad el

- ol a2sls (.5'_)-‘__;1
o saome JLnall o amid o M ontin Co st b oS,
b Ok 4 usy ol @ slle 51 W5 la-,,wu u»mlu:&.—&l?-
|J3;Jmu‘.‘;b L (g8 e Ol ST EN N eails S,
el s 5a Ol 54 Laols i Dl 5] i b Gonles S S ol



ABU MANSUR AL-IJLI

4/270). Aqa Buzurg considered it likely
that Sayyid Gazur was meant to be none
other than Sayyid Ghiyath al-Din Jamshid
Zawwari. Thus, Tafsir-t Gazur was probably
written by this very same Ghiyath al-Din
(Tabagat, “10th Century’, 43).

Jalal al-Din Muhaddith Urmawi, who
edited 7ila’al-adhhdnin tenvolumes, believed
that AbT. al-Mahasin Husayn Jurjani was
also known as Sayyid Gazur, and he wanted
in one way or another to present Jurjani as
a descendant of the Prophet, a sapyid, so
that the agnomen Sayyid Gazur could be
applied to him (Abt al-Mahasin Jurjang,
pp- & 7). The fact that Abi al-Mahasin

and Sayyid Gazur were one and the same
person is confirmed mn the margnaha in
this manuscript (Ibn Yosuf, 1/102-103;
Abii al-Mahasin Jurjani, pp. e <), It is
therefore natural that Muhaddith Urmawi
considered all manuscripts that had the
title Tafsir-i Gazur as parts of fila’ al-adhhan
and published them as such. On the other
hand, Ibn Yasuf (1/105; Markaz1, 1/86)
is of the opinion that the author of Fild’
al-adhhan failed to complete the work, and
that another person by the name of Sayyid
Gazur composed the second and final
part. In any case, contrary to Aqa Buzurg’s
assumption (Zabagat, ‘10th Century’, 62),
Abi al-Mahasin could not have lived in the
10th/ 16th century, given that manuscripts
of this work were written earlier than that,
witness the one in the National Library,
Tabriz, which dates to between 888 and
890/ 1483 and 1485 (Sayyid YunusT, 1/290;
for a list of manuscripts of Tafsir-i Gazur
see Storey, 1/29-30, 1211). Muhaddith
Urmawi also knew of a manuscript of this
work apparently from 8th/14th century
(p- - As he points out, this f/fsir is taken
from Abu al-Futtih Razi’s Tafsir, and apart
from the khutba may also be considered a
summarised version of it. Nevertheless, the
author made no mention of Abf al-Futith
and his tafsir (pp. b < ).

Afandr (5/509) mentions someone by
the name of Abu al-Mahasin Jurjani who

was a contemporary of al-‘Allama al-Hillt
and wrote a work in Persian entitled Takmi-
lat al-sa‘adat ft kayfiyyat al-‘ibadat al-masniingt.
This was written in 702/1302-1303, and
Afandi owned a manuscript of it cop-
ied by Mawla Hasan ShiT SabzawarT and
dated 747/1346-1347; Afandi adds that
Sabzawari was a student of Jurjani. Aqa
Buzurg refers to the same work (Aqa Buzurg,
al-Dhari‘a, 4/414—415), but still claims that
the author was Aba al-Mahasin ‘Al Jurjani
(Tabagat, ‘8th Century’, 173). Nothing is
known of the relation between this person
and the author of fila’ al-adhhan.

BisLiOGRAPHY

Abu al-Mahasin Jurjani, Husayn, 7il@’ al-
adhhan (Tafsir-i Gazwr), ed. Jalal al-Din Muhaddith
Urmawi (Tehran, 1337-1341 Sh./1958—1963;
Afandi Isfahant, ‘Abd Allah, Riyad al-wlama’,
ed. Ahmad HusaynI (Qumm, 1401/1981); Aqa
Buzurg, al-Dhart'e; idem, Tabagat alam al-Shi‘a
{Tehran, 1366 Sh./1987); Ibn Yuisuf Shirazi,
Fihrist-i Kitabkhanah-yi Madrasa-yi ‘Ali-yi Sipahsalar
(Tehran, 1313-1315 Sh./1934-1936); Markazi,
Khatti, Sayyid Yunusi, Mir Wadnd, Fihrst-i
Kitabkhanah-yi Milli-yi Tabriz (Tabiiz, 13481353
Sh./1969-1974); Storey, C. A., Persian Literature
(London, 1970).

DEePARTMENT OF IsLamic Law aND QUR’AN AND
Hapira Stupies
Tr. Hassan LasrouTr

Abfi Manstr al-TjlE, who was given
the title (lagab) of al-Kisf, was a well-known
Shi extremist (ghal), who lived in the early
2nd/8th century and whose followers were
known as the Manstiriyya. He harboured
great political ambitions, as can be seen
in his life and teachings, which ultimately
brought about his death at the hands of
Umayyad agents. Al-Qalhat (p. 288) refers
to him as Manstr b. Sa‘1d.

Accordingto Sa‘db. ‘Abd Allah al-Ash‘art
{p. 46), Ab@ Manstir was from the ‘Abd
al-Qays tribe, while all other sources refer
to him as al-hli (see al-Ash‘ari, ‘Alf, 9;
al-Baghdadi, 149). This indicates that he
was an Arab and cannot be regarded as a
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EB0 MANSOR EL-ICLL VE MANSORIYYE:*
(Avrupa) Ortagagl Terorizmi Hakkmda Bir Caliema

Etrafi terérizm ve teskilath siddetin kasip. kavurdugu bir gagda,
bu iki fenomen’den highirinin yesni olmadigzm hatirlamak iyi olacaktir.
Her ne kadar muharrik amiller, amrlar boyu, belli bir olgiide degismis
ise de, gagdag siddet iqfh geligtirilen baz: esaslar, Avrupali veya Sarkh
tarih¢i igin tamamen yeni ve yabanct degildir. Mesela {(Avrupa) Orta-
gagandaki {slam aragtiricalar, Ezarika Haricilerinin dehgetli taktiklerini
ve Nizari Ismalilerince tatbik edilen giddeti hemen hatlriayacaklatdu.
(Avrupa) Ortacagumn Yakm Dogusundaki diger terbrist ziimreler ara-
smda en az bilinen firka, Eba Manstr el-Icli’ye uyanlann meydana
getirdigi Manstriyye ;di. Bu firkamn faaliyet ve fikirleri, Siflik ve genel
gergevede (Avrupa) Ortagagl 1slam tarihii¢inde miitalea edildigi takdirde
hususi bir alakayr hakeder. -

Ebé Manstr el-<Ieli, Sevadu’l-Kife yerlilerinden idi.! Adindan
da anlasilaca iizre,’ muhtemelen Beni “fel’e mensuptu. Gergi Nevbah-
i ve el-Eg‘ari el-Kummi, onun Abdulkays kabilesine mensup oldugunu
ileri stirerler.’ Onu, Abdulkays kabilesine sidece bu iki miiellif nisbet
eder ve ashnda onun bir el olmast gergege gok daha yakn bir ib-
timaldir. Colde ayaklandigim bildigimize gore, agikarki gocuklugu gol-
lerde gegmistir.* Kiafe'de bir evinin bulundugu riviyet edilir® Aym
miiellif, onun okumasi yazmnasi elmadigim da kaydeder.t Ebd Manstr’un,

s Der Islom, LIV (1977), 66-76: “Aba Mangur al-'Tjli and the Mansuriyya: & gtudy in me-
dieval terroriem.”’ :

1 Sa’d b. Abdilish b. Ebf Halef ol-Eg’art ol-Kummi, Kizgbul-Makaldt ve 'l-Firak (Tahran,
1964), 66. ' '

9 Ebu’l-Hasan, Ali b. {smail el-By'ar, Makalaw’l-1slamiyyin, 1 {Kahire, 1954}, 74.

3 el-Hasan h.Misa en-Nevbahti, Firaku’seJié (Necef, 1959), 59.

4 el-Eg’ari el-Kummi, - Makaids we ’l-Firak, 46.

= en-Nevbahti, Firak; 59.

6 Aym eser.
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342 CHAPTER SIX

sect. But for the historian, the “Audiences” are a priceless source for
everyday life in al-Mansiriyya and, together with the Sira by the
eunuch Jawdhar, the most important immediate testimony frorn. tl'.xe
reign of al-Mu‘izz (for which, unfortunately, there is no Fatimid
chronicle).

Al-Nu‘man was perhaps more intimately acquainted with the se-
crets of the palace than was Jawdhar. In many places he cautiously
hints that al-Mu‘izz’s relations with his father were not entirely un-
troubled; al-Mansiir is said to have preferred the mothers of al-Mu‘izz’s
brothers, and already al-Mu‘izz’s grandfather al-Qa’im is said to have
feared that his grandson might be passed over eventually in the suc-
cession to the throne. In fact, al-Mu‘izz was never designated in public
as successor by his father, and probably not internally either; he made
his way to the caliphate—Tlike his father before him—with the help
of a court clique, which no doubt included the Qadi al-Nu‘man.'

The immediate witnesses for the reign of al-Mu‘izz include, in
addition to Jawdhar and al-Nu‘man, the traveler and geographer fbn
Hawqal, who came from Nisibis (Nusaybin) in Mesopotamia, and
who traveled in North Africa, the Sahara and al-Andalus in 947-
951 (336-340), and visited Sicily in 973 (362). Not only was he a
guest at the Fatimid court, but in his book he provides the names 'of
the Fatimid caliphs with special formulas of blessing, such as were in
use only among the Isma‘lis. It may therefore be surmised that he
traveled on assignment from the Fatimids, and may perhaps even
have been an Isma‘li agent. His report on Ifrigiya'® is the only one
extant from Fatimid times.

L4

“m

Al-Mangsaripya

In October 946, as al-Mansir set off in pursuit of Abt Yazid, he
had already ordered the construction, south of Qayrawan, of a pal-
ace city named after himself. “He made its walls of pressed clay, and
gave it four gates: one in the south, then the Zawila Gate" in the

15 Maalis, p. 469; Nu‘man maintains that al-Mu‘izz was designated by al-Qéfi_n_l.
He also emphasizes that al-Mu‘izz was chosen not by al-Mansar, but by God; Maalis,
p. 124. Cf. pp. 404, 501; Sirat Jawdhar, 121. :

' Tbn Hawqal, 60-107. . . ‘

17 Named after the black military slaves, or else their suburb in al-Mahdiyya; see
above, p. 198. .
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east, the Kutama Gate in the north, and the Triumphal Gate (bab
alfutih) in the west; he himself used to go out through the latter
whenever he set out for war. Then he brought in gate wings covered
with iron. All the rest he built later, after finishing with Abi Yazid.
Only then were the soaring palaces and the high buildings erected,
the magnificent plantations laid out, and the rebellious waters brought
in. Among the palaces of the city are the great hall (al-fzvan) which
al-Mu‘izz built for his son ... the camphor hall, the crown room,
the myrtle hall, the silver room, the caliphal palace, the Khawarnaq,'®
as well as many other palaces, and great and elaborate facilities.”"?
Al-Mu‘izz got his building material from, among other places, the
“ruins of Raggada, which Abi Yazid had destroyed, and which was
now systematically plundered and razed to the ground.®

~ The excavations conducted by Tunisian and French archaeolo-

? gists, sporadically since 1921 and systematically since 1972, have laid

bare a part of the city.* The city formed a circle, with the palace at
its center; al-Mansir clearly took the “round city” of Baghdad, founded
by his ‘Abbasid namesake, as his model.?? Three great basins assured
the water supply, two rectangular and one round. The layout of one
of the artificial lakes and of the Lake Palace (gasr al-bahr) connected
with it, goes back to al-Mu‘izz,?* as does also the construction of the
throne room, the splendid “great hall” (fwan), the roof of which was
borne by two colossal ancient columns which had been brought there
from Sousse. Al-Nu‘man reports in his Audiences: “One day al-Mu‘izz
got around to speaking about an ancient structure and its marvels.
Thereupon one of those present praised the buildings of Mu‘izz him-
self: how God had enabled him to build the Mu‘izz Canal, and to
bring in the marvelous aqueduct, built out of stone and lime, an
astonishing structure a full day’s march in length; further, the soar-
ing palace, a powerful construction of hewn stones quarried out of

'8 The name recalls the palace of the same name from Sasanian times, near what
would later be Kufa; Arab authors considered it one of the wonders of the world;
art. al-Khawarnak, in EI2.

' Tbn Hammad, 23f; Ibn “Tdhari, 1: 206.

* Bakri, 27; Ibn ‘Idhari, 1: 206f.

* Thus Selignac, 263-273 (with twe aerial photographs); Zbiss; M. Terrasse. The
now partially exposed brick wall certainly does not go back to Fatimid times, but
rather might be the wall which the Zirid al-Mu‘izz b. Badis ordered built in 1045
(437); Ibn ‘Idhar, 1: 274.

%2 Muqaddasi, 226.

® Nu‘man, Mgjaks, par. 169. On the buildings of al-Mansiriyya, see Halm,
“Nachrichten.”
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Abii Mansiir al-<Ijli and the Mansiiriyya:
a study in medieval terrorism

by William Tucker, (Fayettville/Arkansas)

In an age plagued by terrorism and organized violence, it is well to remember
that neither phenomens is of recent origin. Although the motivating factors
hawve, to & certain extent, changed over the cenburies, some of the causes advanced
for the contemporary use of violence are not altogether novel to the historian
of Europe or the East. Students of medieval Islam, for example, will recall
immediately the violent tactics of the Azariqa Kharijites and the terrorism
practiced by the Nizdri Ismasilis. Among other terrorist groups in the medieval
Near East was the less well-known sect, the Mansfiriyya, which consisted of the
followers of Abii Mansir al-Ijli, whose actions and ideas assume particular
significance when considered within the contexts of Shifism and medieval
Islamic history in general.

Abii Mansiir al-“[jli was a native of the Sawad al-Kiifa.') As his name
indicates,?) he was probably a member of the Banu‘ljl, although NaAwBAKETI
and an-ASHART aL-QuUuME claim that he belonged to the <Abd al-Qays.?) These
two writers are the only ones to attribute his origins to the ‘Abd al-Qays, and it
geems more likely that he was indeed an “Ijlite. Apparently his childhood was
spent in the desert, for we are informed that he was ra_ised there.4) He is seid
to have owned a house in Kifa,) the same guthority noting that he was
illiterate.®) There is an extremely remote possibility that Abi Mangir had been
familiar with Christianity, since he claimed that God had spoken to him in
Syriac, referring to hiro as “my son,”?) a Christian expression characterizing
the relationship between God and men. The evidence here is inconclusive,
although it should be noted that a portion of the Bant‘Ijl was Christian.®) AbG

1) Sa‘p Ipw ‘ABDALLAE IBN ABI KHALAT AL-ASHART aL-QumnE, Kitab al-
Magqaldt wa al-Firaq (Teheran, 1964), 66.

2) ApT ar-Hasaw ‘Axl IsN IsMATL AL-AsEARI, Magalat al-Islamiyyin, 1
(Cairo, 1954), 74.

3) ar-Hasaw Isn MOsA AL-NAWBAKHTI, Firag al-Shi‘a (Najaf, 1969), 59.

1) AL-AsE‘ARl sL-Qummi, Magdldl wa al-Firaq, 46.

5y NawBaxgTI, Firaq, 59.

8y Ibid.

7 Ibid,

& Samarmvo MoscaTi, ‘Per una Storia dell’ Antica Bi'a,” Bivieto degl

Studi Orientali, XXX (1956), 267.
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Mansiir's religious and political activism finally led to his death at the hands of
Yasuf ibn ‘Umar al-Thaqafi, Umayyad governor of Iraq from 738 to 744.%)
Professor CLAUDE CAHEN gives 740 as the year of Abu Manstir's death,%) but
gince his source is not apparent, one can only say with certainty that it occurred
between 738 and 744,

Abf Mansiir’s followers, the Mansfiriyya, included both Arabs and Moawdali.
Most of the Arabs involved were members of the ‘Ijl, Kinda, and Bajila tribes.
SHEAERASTANI states, for example, that individuals from the Kinda were members
of the Mansfiriyya.ll) Isw QUTaysa repeats this information but adds that the
Bajila were also present.'?) According t0 a verse attributed to A‘sEa HaMDAN,
the <Ijl were likewise numbered among the followers of Abli Mansiir.'®) It is
interesting to note that the Kinda and Bajila were associated at some point
with the movement of al-Mughira ibn Sa‘id.™)

From the backgrounds of these tribes one may possibly discern reasons
for their involvement with Abii Mangr. The Bana‘Ijl were members of the
Lahazim group of the Bakr ibn Wa’il confederation. They produced a number
of noted leaders in both pre-Islamic and Islamic times. Among thé pre-Islamic
notables were Bujayr ibn <A’idh, a great military leader, and Hangala ibn
Tha4aba ibn Sayyir, who led the “Ijl at the battle of Dhi Qar. In early Muslim
times, one Madhsir ibn ‘Adi participated in the conquests of Syria and Egypt.
Two “Ijlites, ‘Utayba ibn al-Nahhds ibn Hanzala and Hajjar ibn Abjar ibn
Bujayr, were members of the Rabi‘e aristocracy in Kufa.1?) At some point, as
noted previously, a part of the “Ejl are reported to have adopted Chrigtianity.1®)
It has also been suggested that certain elements of the tribe had become
Persianized, supposedly as a result of the alliance between the Iji of Bahrayn
and Persian settlers who had come into the area from Istakhr.!?)

%) arn-AsH‘ARI, Magaldt, 1, 75; Franorsco Gasrrewy, “'Il Califfato di Hisham,”
Mémoires de la Société Archéologique &’ Alexandrie, VII (1935), 27—33.

18) CLavpe CameN, ‘“Points de vue sur la Révolution ‘Abbiside,” Revue
Historique, CCVIL (1963), 315.

1) MugaMMap I8N ‘ABD AL-Kariv Seamrastini, Milel wa al-Nihol, I
(Cairo, 1961), 178.
o 12) ARD " MumaMMAD ‘ABDALLAE IeNy Musuiv IsN Quravsa, ‘Uydn al-
Akhbar, IT (Cairo, 1964), 147.

18) ARD ‘UrEMAN ‘AMr [8N Bagr at-Jimrz, Kidb al-Hayowan, 11 (Znd ed.;
Cairo, 1965), 147; Cf. IsN Quravysa, ‘Uyiin, 11, 146.

W 1 Poerer, “Rebsls and Gnosticss al:Mugire. ibn Sefid and the
Mugiriyye,' drobice, X (1978), 36. [ ——

"15) T am most grateful for this information to my former teecher and
adviser, Professor Wabpix Jwarprs, Professor of IHistory end Chairman,
Department of Near Eastern Languages and Literatures, Indiana University,
Bloomington, Indiana.

16) Mosoarr, “Antica Si‘a,” 267.

AT 1y Tewar Gorpzignk, “Islamisme et Parsisme,” Revue de U'Histowre des

Religions, X.LIIT (1901), 23; Idem., Muslim Siudies, I, translated by C. R. Baz-
iR and B. M. Srers (Chicago, 1967), qoo ,
5*
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