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popular revolt broke out in Istanbul, led by cer-
tain religious groups and army units alienated by
the CUP. An army of loyal units and volunteers
rushed to Istanbul to crush the rebellion. Abdal-
hamid was falsely accused of having instigated
the rebellion and was dethroned on April 27 He
spent the rest of his life under house arrest until
his death on 10 Febroary 1918,

[See also Afghani, Jamil al-Din al- Ottoman

Empire; Pan-Islam; and Tanzimat.}
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by pseudoprophets, such as Musaylimah from
the tribe of Banit Hanifah and Tulayhah from the
tribe of Banil Assad. These tribes refused to pay
allegiance to the new government in Medina, as-
suming that their fealty to it, conceived in polit-
ical rather than religious terms, had lapsed with
the death of the Prophet. Consequently, they
withheld the payment of zakdt, the obligatory
alms giving that is one of the five “pillars” or
duties binding upon Muslims. In response to the
refusal of the vebellious tribes to pav their zakar
to Medina, AbQi Bakr stated, according to tradi-
tion, that even if only the hobble of a young camel
were withheld in payment of zakaf, he would
fight those dissenters. Within a year of the Proph-
el’s death, the rebellious tribes were defeated
under the leadership of Khilid ibn al-Walid, a
famous military commander during and after the
Prophet’s time, in a series of batiles known in Is-
famic history as the Riddah wars (political rebel-
lion},

As the first of the Rightly Guided Caliphs (al-
Réshid(in), AbG Bakr is much lauded for his
simple and abstemious lifestyle, his legendary gen-
erosity, and unwavering devotion to Mubammad,
whose father-in-law he became when A'ishah,
his daughter, married the Prophet, At first AbQ
Balur lived in a modest house in Sunh, a subwb of
Medina, but then moved into the town for the
sake of convenience. Under Abti Bakr the collec-
tion of the Quidnic verses is said to have begun,
prompled by Umar, who was alarmed by the
death of a large number of Qur'an reciters during
the Riddah wars,

Abl Bakrs official title was Khalifat Rasil
Alldh (the Successor Lo the Messenger of God),
signifying his status as the only direct successor
to the Prophet, In his oflen quoted accession
speech, AbU Baky laid out the foundational prin-
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government. Recognizing the people as the

ciples of consensual, restricted, and participatory

source of authority, he highlighted the inpor

The Oxford Encyclopedia of Islam and Politics, c. I, edit. Emad el-Din Shahin,
New York: Oxford University Press, 2014. iSAM DN. 313234

s.16-17




