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BEDIR HAN iSYANI UZERINE BIiR DESTAN

Mehmet OZCELIK"
: Hasan BABACAN™

Bagta 4gik edebiyati olmak iizere, halk .edebiyati mahsullerinin birinci
derecede yazili kaynagi olan conkler, bu konulara géniil veren insanlatin meydana
getirdigi, ikinci bir niishasi olmayan el yazmas: eserlerdir. Bu 6zelligi ile her conk,
halk edebiyati aragtirmalar agisindan ayr1 bir deger tasir. Bilinen bir siiri degisik
conklerde, dortliik sayisi, ciimle ve kelimeleri bakimindan farkli olarak bulabiliriz.
Bu farklihik, conkii tertip eden zatin o giiri s6zlil gelenekte 6yle duymus olmasindan
kaynaklanmaktadir. Bu yiizden her yeni c6nk yeni bir belge ve yeni bilgiler
demektir.

Yazimiza konu olan destan, yaptigimiz arastirmalara gore herhangi bir yerde
yaymlanmamustir. Inceledifimiz bir conk bize, tarihi bir belge sayilabilecek, bu
destan1 kazandirnustir.

Destan, Karaman Miizesi’nde kayitsiz olarak bulunan bir conkten alinmigtir.
Conkte, destan, ondokuzuncu asrin 6nde gelen asiklarindan Everekli Seyrani’ye ait
oldugu bilinen, biri kirk dortliik digeri yiiz bes dortlikkten miitegekkil iki destandan
sonra yer almaktadir. Diger iki destanda Seyrni mahlas: yer alirken bu destanda
mahlas yoktur. Mahlas yoklugu destanin eksik olabilecegini diistindiiriiyorsa da son
dortlik okundugunda bitmis olabilecegi anlagilmaktadir. o ‘ '

Destan, on birli hece ile yazilmis olup altrms dért dortliikten meydana
gelmigtir. Az sayida nusradaki hece fazlalifs veya. eksikligi ile hece sayismi ve
kafiyeyi tutturmak icin kelime binyesinde yapilan birkag degisiklik diginda sekil
olarak olduk¢a saglam bir metindir. S6zlii gelenekten yaziya gecirilirken bazi hatalar
olabilmektedir. Bu hatalarin da kimden kaynaklandigin tespit imkan pek yoktur.

- Destan, 1842 yilinda baglayan ve 1846 tarihinde bastirilan Bedir Han isyanmini
anlatir. Destanda gegen yer ve kisi adlar1 olaym gectigi yer ve kahramanlan ile
buyiik bir benzerlik gdstermektedir. Biitiin isimler, bu isyana katilanlar, ad: gecen
yerler de olayn gectigi mekanlardir. Bunlarin yaninda, destanda Osman Pasa ile
Bedir Han Kkargihkli olarak konusturulmakta; olaylar bu konugmalarla

sekillenmektedir. Cephelerin ~ olusturulmasi,  askerlerin  ve  silahlarn

mevzilendirilmesi destanda canlt olarak anlatilmaktadir. Bu bilgiler bizde destam
yazamn, bu isyamin bastirlmasinda gorev almig bir kisi olabilecegi intibaiu
uyandirmaktadir. ,

Bedir Han Bey’in Halid bin Velid’in torunlarindan Diyarbakir valisi
Abdiilaziz’in soyundan geldigi soylenilmektedir. Bu sebeple de bu aileye jntisab
serefi olarak ‘Azizi’ denilmektedir. Bedir Han Bey, Abdullah Han’m ogludur. Aile,

" Yrd. Dog. Dr. S.D.U. Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Tirk Dili ve Edebiyati Bélimii Ogretim
Uyesi. ’
™ $.D.U. Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Tarih Béliimii Aragtirma Gorevlisi.



“Allah’in emri olarak, ‘E
is tamam oldu. (...)

Zeki Miren'in
mirasina Kiltiir
Bakanligi da talip

ANKARA- Zeki Muren'in mirasina K-
tlr Bakanligr da talip oldu, Bakanlk, sa-
natginin saglginda isminin verilecegi bir
kurulugun yapimi icin mirasindan ayrima-
sini istedigi pay: dev bir mizik arastirma
merkezi icin kullanmayi planlyor. M-
ren'in vasiyetnamesinde yer alan “Tirk
Egitim Vakfi tarafindan, biraktigh mirasi-
nin tutan kadar, isminin ebediyen yasati-
mast amaciyla Zeki Miren Okulu-lise ya
da kenservatuvar veya Zeki Miren Hasta-
nesi yaptinimasi” yéniindeki istegini ice-
ren hikim, Kltdr Bakanligy'ni harekete
gecirdi. Bu vakiflara basvuruda bulunan
Kaltar Bakanligi, mirasin Zeki Miren‘in is-
minin yasatilmasi icin aynlan béliminin
"Thrkiye Mizik KGltird ve Tarihini Arag-
tirma Merkezi Projesi” icin verilmesini is-
tedi. Zeki Miren'in mirasiny bagisladign
Tork Egitim Vakfi ile Turk Silahh Kuwetleri
Mehmetgik Vakfnin onaylamast halinde
Sanat Gunesi‘nin ismi, Bakanik tarafin-
dan bu mierkezin arsivine ve kurulmasip-
lanlanan Miizik Mizesi'ndeki “Ttrk M-
2igi BOWIm{"'ne verilecek.

_— —_ =

O zaman, zalimler Allah’in rahmetinde

“Hz. Nuh'tan
Gundmiize Cizre”,
Cizre
Kaymakamhgi ile
DU ltahiyat
Fakiiltesi’nin
birlikte diizenledigi
sempozyumun

kitab1.

bolgesi olarak zihnimizde

¢affrsimu buiunan Cizre’nin,
gergekte bu ydniiniin diginda gok -
farkl: taraflanrun oldugunu 6grendik.
“Hz. Nuh’tan Giiniimiize Cizre”,
Cizre Kaymakamlig1 ile Dicle
Universitesi Tlahiyat Fakiiltesi’nin
ortaklaga diizenlediffi, aym adi
tagtyan sempozyurnun kitabu. Kitap,
kafalardaki Cizre imajinin degfisimi
yolunda atilan bir adim. Uzun
¢alismalar sonucu sempozyumdaki
konunun uzmani bilim adamiannin
tebliflerinin yeraldi kitapta, Cizre
tiim yonleriyle taninhyor. Eserde
“Cizee Sehri ve Tarihteki Yeri’ ve
‘Kiildiir ve Sanat Yéniiyle Cizre’ en
onemdi bblimlen olusturuyor. Icerik,
gorsellik ve basks kalitesi olarak
ozenle diizenlenmi kitabi yayma,
Dog. Dr. M. Sait Ozervark
hazirlamus. Peygamberler tarihinde
gegen Niih tufamm bitiminide, Hz,
Nih'un gemisinin karaya oturdugu
yer, gesitli cevrelerin ittifakyla-
Cizre yakinlanndaki Cadi dag:
olarak bilinmekte. Kur'an-1

T erdr, kargasa ve mahrumiyet

y arz suyunu yut ve ey gok sen de suyunAu kes’ denildi. Su cekildi ve
n uzak olsun, diye nida edild;.”

Kerim’de gegen: “Allah’m ernri
olarak ‘ey arz, suyunu yut ve ey gik
sen de suyunu kes’ denildi, Su
cekildi ve is tamam oldu. Gemi,
Cadi dagy iizerinde karaya oturdu, O
zaman ‘zalimler Allah'm
rahmetinden uzak olsun’ diye nida
edildi” (Hiid, 11/44) ayeti, bu
goriisiin en gizel delili, Codi,
Cizre’nin 32 km kuzeydogusunda,
Mardin vie Siirt’in hududu iizerinde,
Musul’a yakim bir swadag. Tarihi cok
cskiye dayanan Cizre’de Hz, Nuh'un
makamt bulunmakta, Cizre,
dbnemin ilim ve sanat adamlanm
yetigtinmis, bu sebeple biinyesinde
cok Bnemli insanlanin mezanm: ve
birgok degerli esyalan
banndimakta. Eski ¢aglardan
glinlimiize tlim, kiiltiir, sanat ve
efsane kasabasi olan Cizre,
Giineydogu’daki terGr olaylan
nedeniyle bu &zelligini kaybetmig
gibi goriindiigi bir anda Raziranan
kitap, yalnizea Cizre’yi degil, o
doénemin -baz1 yénleriyle- tarihini de
tarutrmg oluyor. L .
= KULTUR SERVIS|
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TUR ‘ABDIN IM 18. JAHRHUNDERT NACH DEN
OSMANISCHEN KATASTERBUCHERN

Vox Nzsar GoYONg, ANRARA

Tar ‘Abdin ist vom geographischen Gesichtspunkt der Name einer in der
Siidost.Tiirkei gelegenen Hochebene, die sich von der Nihe von Mardin im
Westen bis nach Cizre im Osten erstreckt. Die &stliche und nérdliche Begren.
zung stellt der Tigris dar. Die von Mardin iiber Nusaybin nach Cizre gefiihrte
alte, heute fast verlassene StraBe bildet die Sitdgrenze dieses Gebietes, Dieses
Land hat eine West-Ost-Ausdchnung von ca. 200 km und eine Nord-Siid-
Ausdehnung von ca. 150 km, - '

Mardin int zwar die bedeutendste Stadt des Tilr ‘AbdIn, aber die Haupt.-

stadt dieses Gebietes ist Midyat, welche heute als ein Kreis (kaza) in der
Provinz von Mardin liegt. Die weiteren bekannten Stidte des Tir ‘Abdin
sind Hisn-1 Keyfa (Hasankeyf), Nusaybin und Cizre.

In einer syrischen Quelle aus der Mitte des 4. Jahrhunderts wird der Name
Tir ‘Abdin zum erston Mal bezeugt. Er bedeutet der Berg der Knechte.
Diceses Gebiet war aber schon den Assyrern bekannt und hief8 Kaschiari-
Gebirge. Abgeschen davon hatten sie fiir die Mitte dieses Plateaus den
Namen Nirbu gebraucht, sowie Izala, fir die Gegend von Mardin?,

Tir ‘Abdin hat eine groBe Bedeutung fiir das Christentum, weil diese
Religion sich dort von Edessa (Urfa) aus sehr frith verbreitet hat. Dieses
Gebiet spielt auch eine schr wichtige Rolle in der Geschichte des morgenlin.
dischen christlichen Monchstum. Es ist bekannt, daB das erste Kloster im
sildlichen Teil des Tiir ‘AbdIn im 4. Jahrhundert gegriindet wurde, und in
den spateren Zciten entstanden im Tiir ‘AbdIn zahlreiche Kloster, die im
Mittelalter die Zahl 80 errcichten.

Unsere Kenntnisse stiltzen sich auf die arabischen und syrischen Quellen
fiir das Mittelalter iiber den Tiir ‘Abdin. In den arabischen Quellen ist jedoch
hiufig nur von den Randstiadten dicses Gebietes, wie Mardin, Hisn-1 Keyfa,
Nusaybin und Cizre die Rede, dagegen vom eigentlichen und inneren Tiir
‘Abdin verhiltnismaBig sclten. In der Neuen Zeit achlieBen sich daran die
Berichte der europiischen Reisenden, darunter ist CARSTEN NIEBUHR! der
erste (1768). Wihrend seiner Reise von Musul nach Diyarbekir beriihrte er
den Tar ‘Abdin an scinem Siidrand und schrieb in seiner Reisebeschreibung

! M. 8treOK, Tir *Abdin, EI, IV, 8, 942-3,
! Reisobeschreibungen nach Arabien und anderen umliegenden Lé&ndern, Ko-
penhagen, 1778, I1, 8, 387-8,
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neben seinen eigenen Boobachtungen auch die Berichte auf, welche er hier
itber den Tar ‘Abdin gehort hatte. Seinem Weg folgten viele andere, wic
Buoringnam? (18168) und SouTneaTe! (1838) im nichsten Jahrhundert.
Diesmal wurde aber auch der innere Teil des Landes von BADGER® (1842,
1844 und 1850), SaxprEczKI® (1850), TAYLOR (1801-63), Socin® (1870),
Saonav® (1880), PoeNoN'® (1891 und 1905) und anderen besucht. Im ersten
Jahrzehnt dieses Jahrhunderts sind die alten Kléster des Tiir ‘Abdin von
GERTRUDE BELL!! untersucht worden. In seiner hervorragenden und reich-
haltigen Arbeit benutzte PAur, KritaER' syrische Quellen neben den euro-
paischen. Zur Zeit beschiftigh sich eifrig Dr. HELGA ANScHUTZ!?, deren
Schriften zum Teil in den letzten Jahren schon erschienen sind, mit dem Tir
‘Abdin. Die Arbeiten von JuLEs LEroY!, HELLMUT RITTER! und ARTHUR
VOoBUsS, sowie Orro JasTROW!? hat man hier auch zu erwiahnen.

? Travels in Mesopotamia, London, 1827, I, 8. 339.

4 Narrative of a Tour through Armenia, Koordistan, Persia and Mesopotamia,
London, 1840, 11, 8. 268.

* The Nestorians and their rituals, London, 1852, I, 8. 45-58, 63-9,

¢ Reise nach Mosul und durch Kurdistan nach Urumisa, Stuttgart, 1857, I, 8.
267-307.

? Travels in Kurdistan, in JRGS, XXXV, 1865, 8. 21-58.

¢ Zur Geographie des Tiir ‘AbdIn, in ZDMG, XXXV, 1881, S. 237-69.

? Reise in Syrien und Mesopotamien, Leipzig, 1883.

10 Tnacriptions sémitiques, Paris, 1807,

1t The churches and monastries of the Tur Abdin, in M., v. BEROREM und
8trzvgowskil, Amida, Heidelberg, 1911, 8. 224-62.

18 Dag syrisch-monophysitische Ménchtum im Tiir-’Ab(h)din, von seinen An.
fangen bis zur Mitte des 12. Jahrhunderts, in Orientalia Christiana Periodica,
Roma, 1938, IV, 8. 5-46.

13 Eine Reiso 2u don ayrischen Christen am Rande des Taurus in der sidést-
lichen Tiarkei. — Beobachtungen zur Religionsgeographie, Religion und Volks.
kunde, in Kyrios, Berlin, 1967, VII, 8, 41-61; idem, Die heutige Situation der
wostayrischen Christen (Jakobiten) im Tur ‘Abdin im Sidosten der Tirkei, in
Ostkirchliche Studien, Wiirzburg, 1967, III, S. 1560-99; idem, Zur Gegenwarts-
lage der syrischen Christen im Tur ‘Abdin, im Hakkarigobict und im Iran, in
XVIIL Deutscher Orientalistentag, Vortriige, hrgb. von V. Voier, ZDMG, SBupple.
menta I, Wicsbaden, 1969, 8. 483-510.

1 Moines et monastédres du Proche-Oriont, Paris, 1957 ; idem, Les manuscrits
syriaques & pointures, consorvés dans lee bibliothdques d'Europe et d’Orient,
Paris, 1964; idom, Rocherches archéologiques sur les églises du Tiir 'Abdin, in
CRALI, 1967, 8, 324-33; idem, L'état présent des monumenta chrétiens du sud-est
de la Turquie (Tar "Abdin et environs), in Académie des Inscriptions et Bellea
Lettres, comptes rendus des séances de I'année 1968 (Novembre-Décembre),
Paris, 1909, 8. 478-93.

18 Tiirdyo, die Volkssprache der syrischen Christen des Tiir ‘Abdin, Wiesbaden,
1967-71.

1* History of asceticiam in the Syrian Orient, a contribution to the history of
culture in the Near East, Louvain, 1958-60; idem, History of the School of
Nisibis, Louvain, 1965,
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or spiritualization of the concept of God, as opposed
to zadjsim, the literal acceptance of the anthropo-
morphic phrases of the Kur’an of which he so often
accused the Almoravids. But there is nothing orig-
inal in his religious ideas. He adopted those which

suited him wherever he found them, including the’

Shi‘i notion of the impeccable (maSsiam) Imim, who
be claimed to be. His theology is not important.
His career followed a pattern, familiar in the Maghrib,
of a charismatic personality being able briefly to
unite groups who live normally in anarchical frag-
mentation, It is a question primarily of personalities,
that of the Berber race and that of the leader, and
doctrine is of minor importance. The role of “Abd
al-Muw’min in founding the Almohad state was as
important as that of the Mahdi, though probably
neither would bave achieved anything without the
other.

The writings attnbuted to the Mahdi consist of
a collection of short pieces without organic unity
or title gathered in a unique manuscript, and one
or two letters of doubtful authenticity.

Bibliography: Al-Baydhak etc., Documents
inddits d'histoire almohade, éd. Lévi-Provengal,

Paris 1928: “Abd al-Wiabid al-Marrakushi, al-

Mudiib .. ., ed. Dozy, Leiden 1885, 128-39; Ibn

al-Kattan, Nagm al-djuman, ed. Mahmid Al

Makki, Tetuan n.d. (?1962), 3-132; Ibn al-Athir,

x, 400-7, tr. De Slane in Ibn Khaldin, Berbéres,

ii, Appendix 5; .Ibn Khallikin, No. 699, tr. De -

Slane, iii, 205; Rawd al-kir{ds, sub annis §14-24;
Ibn Khaldiin, “Ibar, vi, 225-9, tr. De Slane, Ber-

béres, ii, 161-73; Ibn" Kunfudh, Fadrisiyya, Tunis 1"

1968, 100; Le Livre d'Ibn Toumert, ed. Luciani,
Algiers 1903 {“Akida and Murshida, tr. H. Massé,
in Mémorsal Henri Basset, Paris 1928, ii, 105).

A. Huici, Historia politica del smperio almo-. .

hade, Tetuan 1956, i, 23-105; H. Terrasse, His-
loire du Maroc, Casablanca 1949, i, 261-81; 1.
Goldziher, Materialien sur Kenminis der Almo-

hadenbewegung, in ZDMG, xliv (1890), 168; iderd, '

I ohaminca b Touwert & la thiologic de IIslam

dans le.Nord de UAfrigue au XI¢ siécle, Preface

to Le Livre d'Ibn Toumerl,

o {J. F. P. Honcms)

XIBN TUMLUS Andalusian physician and
philosopher, whose full name was YUSUF B, AUMAD,
with the kunyas Abu 'I-Hadidjadj and Aba Ishak.
He was known in mediaeval Europe under the name
of Alhagiag bin Thalinus, and Nallino (cf. RSO, xiii,
170) considers that the name Tumlis may be a

corruption of Bartholomaeus or Ptolemaeus. He was

born at Alcira in abouf’560/1164, was a pupil of Ibn
Widah al-Lakhmi and perhaps of Ibn Rughd (Aver-
roes). He studied medicine and philosophy, and
succeeded Ibn Rushd as personal physician to the
Almohad caliph al-Nasir (595-610/1199-1214). He
died at Alcira in 620f1223. A few years later, the

family estates were shared out among the Christian" |

conquerors. His biographers attribute to him the

following woiks: (1) commentaries on Analitika
protera kai hystera and on Peri hermenceias (Esconal"?: Diazira; a flat reglon ‘where the Tiver. Alows
649); (2) De mistione propositionis de inesse. el neces- =
sariae; (3) Kitdb al-madkhal li-sini‘at “al-mantik
{Introduccidn al arle de la lbgica, ed. with Sp. tr. by -
Asin Palacios, Madrid 19x6), and (4) a commentary '

on 1bn Sind's Urd{iza on medicine. -

Bibliography: Ibn al-Abbar, no. 2093, Tbn °
Abi Usaybi‘a, Beirut 1377/3957,-ii,-81;-Brockel——Tigris.-. while-the.flow "
maann, I, 606 (= 463), S I, 832; G. Sarton, Infro- - -;

. duawn 40 the history of science, ii, Baltimore 1931,
506, 500; M. Stemschnexder, Hebraischen . "Uber-

seisungen des Mittelaliers, Berlin 1893. 107, [P
no. xxiii; Miguel Cruz Hernindez, " Filosofia-
Iuspano mustdmana Madnd 1957, 249-66. 5
-Q {J. Vzun) ‘

IBN AL-TUWAYR, Anp MugAMMAD ®ABD ‘AL~ ‘
SALAM B. AL-Hasaw ... AL-KAYSARAN] AL-Migrl i
(525-617/1130-1220), hlgh-rankmg official of -
the later Fatimids, wrote in the reign of Salah al- °
Din a “History of the two dynasties”, Nushat al- -
muklatayn fi akhbir al-dawlatayn, an important work
now unfortunately lost, to which the great oompxlers “
of the Mamlik period, Ibn al-Furat, al-Makrizi, al- -
Kalkashandi, Ibn Taghribirdi, and even before them
Ibn Khaldun owe the most important part of their
knowledge of the history of the later F timids and |
of the general institutions of the régime, .

Btbltography ClL. Cahen, Quelgues chromqucs
anciennes velalives aux. derniers Fatimides, in

BIFAO, xxxviii (1937), 10-14 and 16, n. 1. -

o (CL. CAHEN)
OIBN UDHAYNA [see CURWA B. IJDHAYNA]

IBN *UKBA [see MUsi B. ‘UkBa). DR
QIBN AL-UEHUWWA, D1y’ aL-Din Mm;mnmm
B. MUHAMMAD B. AHMAD AL-KURAsH! AL-SHAFIY,.
. kvnown as Ibn al-Ukhuwwa, author of a manual o(
hisba, enlarging, from an Egyptian point of view;
that of the Syrian writer of the previous century, al-
Shayzari. It was published by R. Levy, with an_

" analysis in English, under the doubtful title of
Ma*alim al-burba fi abkam al-bisba (GMS, n.s. xii,:
London 1938); according to the only bnograp}ucal
notice so far discovered, that by Ibn Had diar (Dyurar,
Haydarabad no. 446), the author died in 729]1329, ]
and nothing more is known of him. .-

Bibliography: In addmon to the work

- mentioped above and  the article x;nsm\, see
M. Gaudefroy—Demombyn&s Sur quclquesnu.rmgzs
de hisba, in ]A cexxx (x938), 449 f. :
(C:. CAuzn)

DIBN ‘UMAR [see ‘Ann Ax.me B, ‘mum- wu‘utm y
“B.UMAR AL-MAGHRIBI). “COANE <V TU A BT L
@ IBN ‘UMAR, DJAZIRAT, in Turkish Crz1re:
Isx OMER or Cizre, today 4 frontier town between
Turkey and Syria, is said to have been- founded by
and named after'al-Hasan b. “‘Umar b. al- Khat;.’zb :
al-Taghlibi (d. ca. 250/865). Its constructionis -
attributed also to Ardaghir Bibakin. The ancient "
town was called in Aramaic Djazarta d'Kardi, a
name which re-appears in Christian texts of the.
16th and 17th centuries, It has been identified with
the ancient Bazabdi, where Alexander the Great
crossed the Tigris; later this was one of the foremost
points of the Roman advance mentloned\bv -Ammi
anus Marcellinus (xx, xvii, 1) .

Situated in the Diyar Rabi‘a (qv]'(37 15 N an
42° 5" E), at 400 metres altitude, 125 kilometre
downstream from the confluence of the. Bobtan Su
to the west of Mount Diadi [g.v.], Djazirat Ibn *Umal ;
is on the Txgns ‘at the point where its” disunced‘mm‘ i
the Euphrates is greatest. Emerging from the gorg
‘of the Taurus, the Tigris then. enters. the

“'slowly. The city was bullt ina bend i m the rive th
- two'ends of which‘were )omed atthe1 narrow, .
by a canal whichi is said o have been dug by al-H

Ibn ‘Umar. The ‘site‘of the town thus became 2

current 1urned the canal lnto 1he maxp bed‘

cncn-clmg the to“n dned up The town alto poss:
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aL-TUR — TUR ‘ABDIN 663
has the most plentiful supply of water; there we find
numerous springs and countless litde streams running
southwards through the hills, usually to disappear in
the sands of the Mesopotamian plain at no great dis-
tance from the foot of the mountains. The swreams

ern peak (5200 fect) of the Djabal al-Nabf Harin is -
Aaron’s grave (Kabr Hartnl. which is still a place of
pilgrimage for the Bedouin. ’
Bibliography: Yaknt, i, 559; Safi al-Din, ii,
215; Mas‘adi, Muradi, i. 93-4 = §87; Burckhardt,

Travels in Syria and the Holy Land, London 1822,
429-30; Le Strange, Palestine under ihe Moslems, 74;
Dalman, Petra, 1908, 15, 42, 168; idem, Neue Petra-
Forschungen, 1912, 2, 8, 26.

_ _ (E. HomiomMann-[C.E. BosworTH])

TUR “ABDIN, “mountain of the [Christian] devo-
tees”, a mountainous plateau region of north-
ern Mesopotamia, in early Islamic times coming
within the province of Diyar Bakr [¢.0.] and now, in
the Turkish Republic, coming within the # of Mardin.
It has been notable throughout the Islamic period for
the survival—at least until the later 20th century—of
a vigorous Syriac Christianity, with many churches
and monasteries.

1. Geography.

Tar ‘Abdin stretches roughly from Mardin [¢.2.] in
the west to Djazirat Ibn ‘Umar [g.0.], the modern
Turkish town of Cizre, in the east. To its north and
east, the Tigris forms the boundary up to the point
where it is joined by the Batman Su. In its north-
western part lies the Koros Dag. In the south, the
borders of Tar ‘Abdin are well marked where the
wall of the tableland slopes steeply, often precipitously,
to the North Syrian plain, with the tableland looking
from the desert like a strong barrier. Below this wall
runs the historic road from Mardin to Nasibin [¢.2.]
{modern- Nusaybin) and thence to northern ‘Irik.
Together with Tar ‘Abdin are usually included the
mountains around Mardin, with the Mazi Dag: to its
west and, separated by a pronounced depression, the
basalt ridge of the Karaca Dag. Its two modern urban
centres are Mardin and Midyat (Aramaic: Midhyadh).

The average height of Tar ‘Abdin is in its central
portion about 3,000-3,500 feet above sea-level. In the
district between Midyat and Hisn Kayfi [g.0.] on the
Tigris and in the mountains of Mardin, individual
peaks reach 4,300 feet. In general, however, Tur
‘Abdin lacks any marked heights and looks every-
where like an undulating plain which is cut by deep
and broad wadis. The largest is the Wadi Khaltan,
which flows into the Tigris at Finik (to the northwest
of Djazirat Ibn ‘Umar).

Tar ‘Abdin consists almost entirely of limestone,
often with beds of marl. In places, however, we find
angular basalt blocks scattered, which are of volcanic
origin. Such outcrops of basalt are found especially
in the east, towards Djazira, where the basaltic Elim-
dagh rises as a continuation of the southern wall of
limestone of Tir ‘Abdin, and also west of Mardin
where the lava from the Karadja-Dagh flowed out.
To the nature of the rock composing it, Tar ‘Abdin
owes its many caves, which are often, as in ancient
- times, used as dwellings. Such caves are numerous,
for example in the region of Midyat (mentioned as
early as the Assyrian inscriptions), and notably at Hisn
Kayfa, which is the regular troglodyte capital.

The eastern and western part of Tar ‘Abdin is in
general characterised by an absence of trees, but in
its centre, cast of Midyat, a strip of forest runs from
north to south. Here we have many small hills over-
grown with stunted trees (dwarf oaks) and shrubs. As
a result of the scarcity of forests and the fact that
most of the rainfall sinks into the porous limestone,
there is a serious scarcity of water in a large part ol
Tar “Abdmn. For watering the cattle, water is collected

in cisterns, often very old, and large ponds. The south

that flow from the southern side of Tar ‘Ahdm enter
the river Djaghdjagh, which divides into two arms
above Nasibin. The southern slopes of the Karadja
Dagh, as well as the Mardin mountains, are drained
by the Khabtir [¢.z.] which receives the waters of the
Djaghdjagh at al-Hasaka in northeastern Syria.

In spite of many barren patches and the generally
unfavourable irrigation conditions, there are many
stretches of ground which grow cereals well and excel-
lent pastures. especially in the hollows which hold the
fertile reddish-brown earth, and on the slopes of the
little hills, which are preferably used for the vine.
At the monasteries we find well cared-for vinevards.
Terraces to which the soil has been carried have also
been built to grow the vine and fruits. The people
are exceedingly skilled in irrigating their fields. In
addition to cereals (usually barley) and the vine, cot-
ton and all kinds of fruits (especially very fine apri-
cots) are grown. In the wooded portions of Tiir ‘Abdin
oak galls and manna resin are gathered, and are
found in large quantites. A ridge west of Mardin,
the Djabal al-‘Afs, takes its name from the plenti-
fulness of oak galls there (@f). On the wines and
other products of the soil of Tur ‘Abdin, see E. Prym
and A. Socin, Der newaramdiische Dialekt des Tiar ‘Abdin,
Géttingen 1881, 1, p. viii, and Cuinet, La Turquie
d’Aste, 11, Paris 1892, 429, -

Bibliography: For 19th and early 20th-century
travellers who journeyed through the interior of
Tar ‘Abdin, from Shiel (1836) to de Beaufort,
Sandreczki, Goldschmid, Socin, Sachau, Lehmann-
Haupt, Sir Mark Sykes, Gertrude Bell, etc., and
the reports of American missionaries, see EI' art.
Bibl., and note A. Socin, Qur Geographie des Tir
Abdin, in ZDMG, xxxv (1881), 237-69. Of recent
studies, see Naval Intelligence Division, Admiralty
Handbooks. Turkey, London 1942, ii, 477-8, 572-3;
W.C. Brice, A systematic regional geography. South-West
Asta, London 1966, 136-7. (M. STRECK¥)
2. History.

Tur ‘Abdin was already known to the Assyrians as
the Kasiyari mountains; it is found thus called in the
inscriptions of Adad-nirari I (1308-1275 B.C.) and
Sulman-asarid (Shalmaneser) I (1275-45). In Assyrian
inscriptions we find, as well as Kasiyari, two other
names apparently referring to parts only of Tir ‘Abdin:
Ni-irbu, probably the central part of the massif, and
Izala, the southern fringe and the Mardin region
(whose name is also mentioned), the Syriac Izola and
Arabic Djabal Izal. The whole region corresponds
roughly to t0 Mdotov 8pog, Masius, of later Greek geo-
graphers like Arrian and Ptolemy.

The Aramaic name Tur ‘Abdin stems from the
period when the massif had become a flourishing cen-
tre of Eastern church life and monasticism. The name
appears in a Syriac Lwes of the Saints from the time
of the Emperor Julian (. 351-63). Byzantine sources
also note many fortresses in the region, built to face
the frontier with Sasanid Persia; these are listed e.g.
in the Descriptio orbis romani of George Cyprius (hegin-
ning of the 7th century). In Byzantine sources we find
the cthnicon TouvpoPdnvés. The name appears in the
Armenian geography of Moses KhorenacS as Turab-
din, apparently, however, denoting a restricted area,
the southern fringes of Tar ‘Abdin (see Marquart,
Franiahr, 141, 158), perhaps Izala,
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