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AL-JANNABI, ABU TAHIR

STUDIES

Farhad Daltary, The Ismiilis. Their history and
dacirines (Cambridge. 2007%), 108-10, 121,
147; M. J. de Goeje, AMémoire sur les Carmathes
du Bahrain of Ies Faitnides, Leiden 1886; Heinz
Halm. The empire of the Mahdi. trans. from the
German by Michael Bonner (Leiden 19963,
30f, 33-7, 65, 190, 250f; Wilferd Made-
lung, Fatimiden und Bahraingarmaten, Der
[slam 34 (1938} 34-88.

Heixz HaLm

al-Jannabi, Abt Tahir

Abii Tahir Sulayman b. Abf Sa‘id

al-Jannabi (d. 332/944) was the son and-

successor of Abfi Sa%d al-Jannabi, the
founder of the Qarmatian community in
al-Bahrayn. Born in Ramadan 294/June-
July 906, he was stll a minor when his
_father was murdered in 300/913, and,
with his five brothers, he remained under
the tutelage of his uncle, the da% {mission-
“ary) al-Hasan b. Sanbar. When he reached
his majority, in Ramadan 310/December
922-January 923, he took over the lead-
ership and soon terrorised the population
of southern Iraq. Every year from 310 to
314/923 1o 926, the Qarmagans threat-
ened or attacked the pilgrim caravans, to
the extent that the pilgrimage from Iran
and Iraq had to be cancelled in 514/926.
In 310/922-3, they plundered Basra for
seventeen days and in 312/924-5 Kufa
for a week. In 315/927-8 they even
threatened Baghdad and were stopped
by government troops only at ‘Aqarqaf,
some twenty kilometres west of the capi-
tal, whereupon they continued raiding
upstream along the Euphrates, as far as
al-Raqqa.
Everywhere Abt Tahir preached the
forthcoming appearance of the Mahdt as
whose deputy and forerunner he professed

Cenrald Ebe T[ahir 0203 L

119

to act. After his return to al-Ahsa’ (present
dav al-Hufaf), Aba Tahir announced the
Mahdi’s imminent appearance. In several
verses, which have come down to us in
fragments (de Goeje, 113-3), Abti Tahir
refers 1o himself expressly as the predeces-
sor of the Mahdr. =

On 7 Dha -Hijja 317/11 January 930,
the Qarmatians arrived in Mecca, posing
as pilgrims. When they had got access to
the sanctuary, they perpetrated a massa-
cre and plundered the Kaba and the city
for a week. They topped their sacrilege by
sardonically quoting verses of the Qur’an
and then removing the Black Stone from
the corner of the Ka'ba and carrying it off
to al-Bahrayn, as a demonstration of the
revocation of Islamic law.

These developments provide the con-
text for events that occurred in al-Bahrayn
in 319/931. in the port town of al-Qatf.
According to an eyewitness quoted by sev-
eral later authors (al-Dhahabi. under the
vear 332; Miskawayh, 537-60, n. 1; ‘Abd
al-Jabbar, 386-8), Aba Tahir presented to
his followers a voung beardless man as the
incarnation of God and declared that the
original religion that Adam had practised
in Paradise—the adoration of the visible
God—had been reestablished and that
all other religions were abclished. The
Qarmatians were inidally subservient,
but when the tyranny of the incarnate
“God” increased and several members
of the leading families were executed on
his order, opposition began to spread and
Abt Tahir was obliged to submit to a tnal
of his creature’s omnipotence: the young
man was asked to raise a wornan from the
dead, and, when he failed, he was killed.

Abtt Tahir barely survived the disaster,
expressing contrition and venerating the
Black Stone. In 321/933, the Qarmatians
launched, (rom al-Qatif, a devastating

[THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM THREE, 2018/3, 2018 LEIDEN. ISAM DN. 266823 ]
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by J. W. Allan as Abu’l-Qzsim’s Treatise on
Ceramics’ in Iran, 11 (1973), pp. 111-120; Aga-
Oglu, M., ‘Fragments of a Thirteenth-Century
Mihrab at Nedjef’, Ars Islamica, vol. 2 (Michi-
gan, 1935), pp. 128-131; Bahrami, Mahdi, ‘A
Master-Potter of Kashan’, Transactions of the
Oriental Ceramics Society (London, 1944—1945);
idem, Gurgan Faiences (Cairo, 1949); idem, ‘Le
probléme des ateliers d’étoiles de faiences lus-
trées’, Extrait de la Revue des Arts Asiatiques, vol. 10,
pp. 180-191 (Paris, 1937); idem, Sandyii Fran
(Tehran, 1327 Sh./1948); Bosworth, Clifford
Edmund, The New Islamic Dynasties (New York,
1996); Burqat, ‘Alt Akbar, Raknamid-yi Qumm
(Qumm, 1317 Sh./1938); Diakonov, Mikhail,
‘Athar-i farhang-i Iran dar Mozah-yi Armitazh
dar Liningrad’, Payam-i naw, 1, no. 9 (Tehran,
1324 Sh./1945), pp. 35-36, 61; Ettinghausen,
R., ‘Evidence for Identification of Kashan Pot-
tery’, Ars Islamica, 3 (1936), pp. 44—75; Godard,
Y., ‘Pieces datées de céramique de Kashan a
décor lustré’, Athar-é Iran, vol. 2 (Paris, 1937);
Grdbar, O., “The visual arts’, Cambridge History
of Tran, vol. 5, ed. J. A. Boyle, pp. 626-658 (Lon-
don, 1968); Grube, E., ‘Some Lustre Painted
Tilés from Kashan’, Oriental Art, vol. 7, no. 1
(London, 1962), pp. 167-174; Hamd Allah
Mustawf, Nuzhat al-qulib, ed. G. Le Strange
(Leiden, 1331/1913); Hobson, C. B., 4 Guide
to the Islamic Pottery of the Near East (London,
1932); I'timad al-Saltana, Muhammad Hasan
Khian, Matla® al-shams (Tehran, 1355 Sh./1976);
Kratchkowskaya, V. A., ‘Fragments du mihrab
‘de Varamin®, Ars Islamica, 2, no. 1 (Michigan,
1935), pp. 132-134; Kuhnel, E., ‘Dated Per-
sian Lustre Pottery’, Eastern Art, vol. 3 (Phila-
delphia, 1931), pp. 221-236; Lane, A., 4 Guide
to the Collection of Tiles (London, .1960); idem,
Early Islamic Pottery (London, 1957); Mudarrist
Tabatabz’t, Husayn, Turbat-i pakan (Qumm,
1355 Sh./1976); Mustafawi, Muhammad
Taqi, ‘Khanawadah-yi hunarmand’, 1#ilda-
mahanah, no. 90 (Tehran, 1334 Sh./1965), pp.
30-31, 56; Mu‘taman, ‘Ali, Rahnama ya tarikh wa
tawsifi Darbar-i walgyat-madar-i Radawt (Mash-
had, 1347 Sh./1968); Persian- Art: An Ilustrated
Souvenir (London, 1931); Pope, A., 4 Survey
of Persian Art (Tehran, 1957); Sarre, E, ‘Eine
Keramische Werkstatt von Kaschan im 13.-14.
Jahrhundert, in Onentalische Steinbiicher und per-
sische Fayencetechnik (Istanbul, 1935), pp. 57-69;
Sutidah, Mantchihr, ‘Katibaha-yi Astanah-yi
muqaddasa-yi Qumm’, Ma@rif-i Islami, no. 2
(1353 Sh./1974), pp. 32-38; Tabataba’1 Tabriz,
Muhammad Hasan, Tabsirat al-musdfiria, micro-
film copy (n.p., n.d.); Watson, O., ‘Abt Taher’,
EIR, vol. 1, pp. 385-387; idem, Persian Lustre
Ware (London, 1985); idem, Persian Lustre
Ware from the 14th to 19th Centuries’, Le monde
iranien et PIslam, 3 (1975), pp. 63-80; idem, “The

Masjid-i ‘All, Quhrad: an” architectural and
epigraphic survey’, Iran, 13 (1975), pp. 59-74;
Wiet, G., L’Epigraphie arabe de I’Exposition d’Art
Persan du Caire (Clairo, 1935).

‘ Fatma Karivx
Tr. Rarm GuoLAMI AND FArZIN NEGAHBAN

Aba Tahir al-Jannabi, Sulayman b.
AbT Sa‘id al-Hasan (d. 17 Ramadan 332/
13 May 944), was a well-known Qarmati
leader in Bahrain. He is thought to have
been born in 2947907 (al-Mas‘udi, al-
Tanbih, 391; al- Uyiin, 4(1)/223) or 295/908
(see Thabit b. Sinan, 37; Abu ‘Al Misk-
awayh, 1/121; cf. de Goeje, 75). Although
it has been said that Abti Tzhir tock over
as leader of the Qarmatis after the death
of his father, itis known that following Aba
Sa‘1d’s death (300 or 301/912 or 913) his
eldest son Abt al-Qasim Sa‘1d succeeded
him, ruling through a twelve-man council
known as the Iqdaniyya (see de Blois, 14;
de Goeje, 73). According to al-Nuwayrl
(25/276), however, Sa‘ld passed on the
responsibility of government to his brother.
Al-Nuwayri also states that according
to one account Sa‘d was unable to rule and
was overthrown by his brother Abti Tahir.

Very little is known about Abd Tahir’s
life before Ramadan 310/January 922,
when according to al-Mas‘udi (al-Tanbih,
391) he succeeded to leadership. For a
short while during the first decade of the
4th/10th century, the Qarmatis avoided
conflict with the ‘Abbasids and even had
friendly relations with the caliph’s vizier, .
‘Alf b. Tsa b. al-Jarrah, who granted them
such privileges as access to the port of Straf
in 304/916. However, when the Qarmatts
entered Basra in 307/919-920, they had
not yet chosen Abil Tahir as their leader
(Tbn al-Jawzi, 6/153; al-Dhahabi, al-Tbar,
1/451; Canard, 1/453). Since the first sig-
nificant military action that they took after
Sad’s removalin 311/923-924 (see below)
was under Abf Tahir’s leadership, it can
be deduced that SaTd lacked his father’s
boldness and the council of ‘Igdaniyya

ENCYCLOPAEDIA ISLAMICA, Veol. 1T, LEIDEN 2009. ISAM 190005
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