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this nation; and 2) he is the son of “the chosen from among the slave women™ 4;\ <£— &3 Z) 4 3 38

9bY\ Py 45\_9 MY\ ola f'b 989 A yl To this al-Sadiq comments briefly and
dryly: “He is not what he says; if he will come out (rebels) he will be killed™ g 9B u,é}

2 z~ol JBss

The phrase “a captive slave woman,” denoting the mother of the Imami Q@’im/
Mahdi within the framework of the Imami-Zaydi struggle for legitimacy, may perhaps
bear evidence of its early provenance, at least not much later than 122/740, when Zayd
was executed and crucified.

In other traditions the captive female slave becomes a black female slave (ana
sawdd’),° but mainly the phrase “the chosen from among the slave women”: 8/ (y |

& \.A‘Y\ becomes “the pure/the most excellent Nubian [that is, black] chosen from
among the slave women”: o)} 3y g3} £ Le ¥V 5 o v\ The Imami scholars identified
this Nubian slave woman as the mother of the ninth Imam, Muhammad b. ‘Ali [al-Rida
b. Miisa b. Jafar] al-Jawad (d. 220/835), whose mother was a Nubian slave woman.?° It
is noteworthy, in connection with this, that the mother of the seventh Imam, Miisa b.
Jafar al-Sadiq, was called “the one who is purified from any sin or stain” (al-misfat),”
which, according to Imami sources was the epithet for Eve: “purified from any stain”
(u..:) B\ o 31a.211).92 The mother of the eighth Imam, ‘Ali b. Miis 1-Rida was a slave
woman who was given the epithet “the pure” (al-f@hira) by her husband, Misa b. Ja‘far.9

It seems that it is not a mere coincidence that the mothers of the seventh, eighth, .

and ninth Im&ms are either identified with or connected to the tradition of the chosen
slave woman mother of the Mahdj, but this topic merits a separate discussion.

Coje,ef es-Sad *‘{CGSOO@%}
5 Ja‘far al-Sadiq during the Rebellion and his Attitude Towards it
According to Mainly Imémi Traditions

There are conflicting reports about Jafar al-Sadiq on the eve of the outbreak of
the revolt.

88  Al-Nu‘mani, al-Ghayba, 229, no. 10 [= al-Khiry, Rijal, 8:363].

8g  Al-Numani, al-Ghayba, 228, no. 8.

90  Al-Qummi, al-Anwar al-bahiyya, 249; al-Shaykh al-Mufid, al-Irshid, 2:276; al-Tabarsi,
I'lam, 2:92.

91 Kohlberg, “Miisa al-Kazim,” 645a; for example, see Ibn Shahrashiib, Mandaqib, 3:437;
al-Bahrani, Madinat al-ma‘djiz, 7:7, 9; al-Majlisi, Bihdr, 482, 6.

92  IbnT&s, al-lgbal bi-l-a'mil, 3:244; al-Majlisi, Bihar, 95:401

Al-Bahrani, Madinat al-ma‘Gjiz, 7+7, 9; al-Majlisi, Bikdr, 49:5.

93

1) According to some reports transmitted by and through Imami transmitters, on
the night of the outbreak of the rebellion Ja‘far left Medina and withdrew to his
estate al-Tayyiba. One.chain of transmitters is worthy of mention: Isa b. ‘Abdallah b.
Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. ‘Ali b. Abi Talib < his mother Umm Husayn bt. ‘Abdallah b.
Muhammad [al-Baqir] b. ‘Ali b. al-Husayn b. ‘Al b. Abi Talib who relates an alleged

' eyewitness report from her uncle, Jafar al-Sadig:

On that night Ja'far orders [someone] to bring him his chest [“basket”: safat], where
the flag of the Prophet (al-ugab) was deposited, [he] takes out 200 dindrs which were
put there by his grandfather, ‘Ali b. al-Husayn, received from [the selling? revenues of]
‘Amitidan. Ja‘far adds that he was keeping this sum of money for “this event that hap-
pened tonight in Medina, so he took it and went away, and the money served for his
maintenance in [his estate] Tayyiba."9+

The safat was in the exclusive possession of the Husaynis. As already noted, the
Hasani side in this strife between the families hardly appears on its own, we learn
about it mainly from the debate in the Imami sources. One such rare tradition claims
that Mohammad b. ‘Abdallah received the safaf (the basket) from Fatima bt. ‘Ali b.
Ab1 Talib, who received it from her brother:al-Husayn, without knowing what was
inside it.95 This is a rare tradition that managed to survive despite the dominant Imami

Al-Saffar, Bas@'ir, 195, no. 3 (and the parallels in al-Mailisi, Bihar, 26:204 and al-Rawandj,
al-Khara’j, 2:770): 'LJ:) 422 =38 ; the isnad: Abmad b. al-Husayn < his father < Zarif
b. Nafi'; according to thls tradition, ‘Al b. al-Husayn gamed this sum from the selling{?]
of ‘Amiidan: u\b}fv.cup W\Lo.g,-l&w..é—\u le L (in other variants: flead
g5 3); a short version of the tradition, al-Saffax, Bas@’ r, 201, 0. 26: from . .. al-Hasan b.
Zarif < his father < al-Hasan b. Zayd: Ja‘far takes out 100 (instead of 200) dindrs. The text
is simpler than the first one: he takes out the money in order to spend it in al-“Amiidan
(013 5o Lgai)) [a paralle] text: al- Majlisi, Bihar, 26:216: 01 3 som Lga21J]; see also another
parallel tradition, al-Saffar, Bas@’r, 207, no. so: from Tsa b. ‘Abdallah [b. Muhammad b.
“Umar b. ‘Ali b. Abi Talib] < his mother [whose uncle was Jafar al-§adiq] [= al-Majlist,
Bihiir, 26:215-216]: Ja'far takes out the money that his father[!] not his grandfather, ‘All
b. al-Husayn received from selling ‘Amniidan. 1 was unable to locate ‘Amiidan. Al-Majlis,
ibid., 26:204, assumed that this is the name of his estate but does not give its location;
al-Tayyiba was an estate of Ja‘far al-Sadiq (most probably of his family), see al-Saffar,
BasiT’ir, 254 (no. 3): from Mu‘attab, the mawl of Jafar al-$adig: “T went with Abii ‘Abdallah
[that is, Ja‘far al-Sadiq], peace be upon him, to an estate of his called Tayyiba; see also the
comment of al-Majlisi, Bihdr, 26:204—205.
AlIsfahani, Magqatil, 241; Cook, Muslim Apocalyptic, 216 [quoting al-Isfahani and
al-MajlisT, 45:82: an irrelevant/erroneous quote]: “a safaf (a “basket” ) of knowledge (or"a .
basket of books") supposedly left for him [that is, for Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah] from the
lattey” [that is al-Husayn b. ‘Ali}; but we do not learn all this from the text of the tradition,
1) al-Husayn did not leave the safat to Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah, it was given to him by
al-Husayn's daughter; z) the contents of the safat is not mentioned in this tradition.
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CROW, Karim Douglas. Imam Ja'far aI-Sadiq and . 3
the elaboration of Shi‘'ism. The Shi‘iworld: /7, | MLV
pathways in tradition and modernity. Ed. Farhad ;
Daftary, Amyn B. Sajoo and Shainool Jiwa. London: o0 oﬁ.«é
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~trine in contradistinction to that of the rulers. There are doubtless a number of contributory
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No other Shi‘ite Fmam receives as much praise for their knowledge and erudition in all aspects
of scientific, ethical and religious learning as does the sixth Imangl Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq (d.
148/765). The Imami theologian al-Shaykh al-Mufid (d. 413/1022) remarks that he was

the cleverest, the greatest in stature, and the most venerated among the scholars and the
common people. People took from him so much knowledge that mén conveyed it to
remote areas. He was known in all parts of the Isiamic homeland. No other member of
the Ahl al-Bayt was also remembered and praised by the historians and biographers as
he was. Nor did the historians ever quantitatively report from anyone as they did from
Abii ‘Abdallzh [al-Sadig].'

As a result of this it is elsewhere stated that there were nine hundred men in the mosque of
Kufa each of them saying “Ja*far b. Muhammad [al-$adiq] informed me.”

The present article deals with one aspect of al-3adiq’s alleged output, that is, the various
letters, treatises and other writings attributed to him. The aim is not primarily to question
this attribution, even though our comments are clearly relevant to this, but rather to provide
an initial outline of the mature and scope of the corpus.

Al-Sadig’s prime $ignificance within Imami Shi‘ism is as the main source of a specially
Shi collection of Aadith and attendant body of religio-legal norms, so much so that Imami
law is alternatively referred to as Ja‘farl law. This is not the place to attempt to"trace the
development of al-33diq’s status as mufaddith and jurisconsult within early ShiT thought
and his elevation to spokesman for his and subsequent generations of followers. Nonetheless,
at the risk of being overly elliptical, we might remark that the circumstances which facilitated
the rise of al-Sadiq were the contemporary florescence of concern with Islamic law and the
elevation of hadith as the vehicle for articulating that law, the accession of the Abbasids
instead of the expected ShiT regime and the resulting disillusionment of many Shi‘ite
sympathisers which led to zealous efforts to define a specifically Shif body of law and

! Shaykh al-Mufid, Kit7b al-Irshad: The Book of Guidance into the Twelve Iniams (translated by
LK.A. Howard: New York, 1981), p. 270.

2 Umar b. Muhammad al-Kashshi, Akhbir MaTifat al-Rijal (Mashhad, 1970), p. 447. See also
al-Najashi, K#t3b al-Rjjzl (Tebran, n.d.); p. 31.
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ttors as to why, amongst all the other members of the family of “Ali b. Abi Talib, it fell
to al-Sadiq to be the inouthpiece of Shi‘i elaborations. These perhaps include the usurpation
of the line of Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyya by the Abbasids who claimed that Muhammad’s
son Abii Hashim had passed the Imamate on to them, the decimation of the line of al-Hasan
b. “Ali by the Abbasid caliph al-Mansiir during the revolt of Muhammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya,
and the supporters of Zayd b: ‘Ali following their own particular path. Perhaps the most
crucial factor, however, was that upon the accession of the Abbasids al-Sadiq was the only
memiber of the family to concern himself with the elaboration of law and doctrine. Moreover,
al-Sadig’s father Muhammad al-Baqir also appears to have had a reputation as a legal scholar
and somrce of Aadith, this prestige perhaps being inherited by his son al-Sadiq.

Althongh at the time there was no generally agreed docirine on the nature of the Imam
and dissenting voices were raised to deny him any infallibility, nevertheless, the major bodies
of opinion within early ShiT thought eventually concurred on this point, and every aspect
of doctrine and law subsequently had to have the Imam’s stamp of approval. The Imam par
excellenice was al-Sadiq and his status as authority was subsequently raised to a sublime
degree. As noted above, al-Sadig’s significance lies particularly in his contributions to ShiT
legal and doctrinal Aadith. This may be seen in that the four canonical collections of Shi'T
hadithreveal an overwhelming preponderance of traditions on the authority of al-Sadig. For
example, in Ibn Babiya’s (d. 381/991) Man /4 yahdurnhu al-fagih al-3adiq is the authority
for some 65% of the traditions concerning 64d4t, such as regards the Aaj, the wmra,
ablutions and prayer, and also for traditions relating to legal subjects, such as sales, the
purchase of slaves, silent partnership, reclamation of lands, guarantees, pudid, bloodmoney,
judges, witnesses and so on. This may be compared with the percentage of traditions narrated
by other Shi‘ite authorities: the Prophet (7%), ‘Ali b. AbI Talib (5%), Muhammad al-Bagir
(15%) and ‘Al al-Rida (5%), with al-Fasan b. “Ali, ‘Al b. al-Husayn and Misa b. Ja‘far
supplying the majority of the remainder.

There are, however, doubts regarding al-Sadiq’s contribution in this field. These are partly
fuelled by an examination of his place within Sunni fadizh collections and the nature of his
traditions within that corpus. Al-Sadiq appears very infrequently as a transmitter of these
traditions with the six canonical Sunni works recording a total of only some eighty or ninety
separate fladith which feature him as an authority. In the light of the relatively small number
of Sumni traditions which feature al-Sadiq as relater, it might be argued that he was not a
great repository of fiadith, at least that which purported to come from the Prophet, as had
this been the case his name would surely appear more regularly among the many tens of
thousands of traditions within the Sunni collections. This conclusion is further corroborated
by the Muwatta’of Malik b. Anas (d. 179/795). Malik was a contemporary of al-§adiq and
furthermore was a fellow Medinan. He was therefore able to meet with him and to receive
from him any Aadith that were in his possession. However, the Muwatta’contains only ten
traditions on the authority of al-Sadiq. :

A further consideration which leads to some uncertainty about the authenticity of many
of the Shif traditions attributed to al-$adiq is the fact that within Sunni collections there is
nothing in his Aadith of a strictly legal nature, such as sales, debts, manumission, legacies,
contracts and so on. The Sunni traditions on al-Sadiq’s authority largely pertain to Islamic
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