The Editorial Committee announce with profound
regret the death on 29 September 1995 of Professor
A.F.L. Beeston.

The Editorial Committee of the Encyclopaedia of Islam announce with
et the deaths of Prof. C.F. Beckingham, on 30

profound reg
8, and Prof. HJ. Drossaart Lulofs, on 21 October 1998.
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Le Comité de Rédaction a le grand regret de faire
part du déces, le 29 septembre 1995, du Professeur

A. F. L. Beeston.
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geck, Peter J., borm 20th cent, he wrote The infernational politics of Antarctica (New York, 1986). zKo

geck, Sebastian, Prof., born in 1878, his wiitings include Neupersische Konversations-Grammatik®
1914) and, with Alexander Tehrani, lran (Beriin, 1943); and he was joint ediior of Der islamische
Orient: eine Sammlung gemeinntitziger orientalischer Schriften zur Fodering des Studiums islamischer
Sprachen (Heidelberg, 1817-1820). NUC, pre-1956

geck, Theodore, born in 1859, he was educated at the University of London and Trinity College,
Cambridge. In 1883 he was appointed Principal of the Muhammadan Angle-Oriental College in
Aligarh. He died in Simla, 2 September 1899. Buckland; IndianBilnd (1), Muhammadan Anglo-Orental College
magazin, n.s., 7 (October 1899), pp. 1-21; Riddick

Bedka, Jifi, born 16 October 1815 at Praha, he studied Oriental languages and Middle Eastern history
4t Universita Karlova, Praha, where he received a doctorate in 1954. Since 1952 he was a member of
the Oriental Institute of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences. His writings include A study of
pashio stress (1868), Uvod do pastskeko jazyka (1979), and Sadriddin Ayni, father of modem Tajik
culture (1980), and as joint author, sldm a Ceske zemé (1998). Kdoje kdo, 1891/52; Schoeberein

Becker, Abraham Samuel, bom 7 February 1927 at N.Y.C., he studied at Harvard and Columbia
University, where he received a Ph.D. in 1959 for his thesis, Economics of the cotton texfile industry of
the USSR, 1928-1955. Since 1957 he was affiliated with the Rand Corporation, Santa Monica, Cal.,
for who he wrote a number of research memoranda. He was joint author of The economics and
politics of the Middle East (1975). AmMaWS, 1973 §, 1978 S; ConAu, 33-36

Becker, Beatrix, 1941- see Pfleiderer-Becker, Beatrix

Becker, Carl Heinrich, bom 12 April 1876 at Amsterdam, he studied at the universities of Lausanne,
Heidelberg and Berlin, From 1900 fo 1902 he travelled to Spain, Egypt, the Sudan and Turkey. He
pecame a teacher of Semitic philology, a professor of Oriental history, and director of the Oriental
Institute at Hamburg. He was editor of der /slam, a Prussian Minister of Education, and a pioneer of
[slamic studies who contributed two chapters on early Islamic history to the Cambridge medieval
history. He did interesting and encouraging research but lost contact and did not find his way back
from public life. His writings include Das Erbe der Antike in Orient und Okzident (1931). But he is best
remembered for his /slamstudien (1924-1932). He died in Berlin, 10 February 1933, Bonner, vol. 8, pp.
330-337; DIBE; Fick

Becker, Fridolin, Prof., born in 1854, he wrote Die schweizerische Kartographie (1900), Uber den
Klausen auf neuer Gebirgsstrasse (1900), and Karte von Jerusalem und Mittel-Judaa fiir Palastina-
Reisende (1914). He died in 1922. LC; NUC, pre-1956

Recker, Friedrich, he was joint author of Yabanci igsiler igin bilgiler Federal Almanya'daki hak ve
gérevileriniz (Wiesbaden, 1973.)

Becker, Seymour, born 15 September 1934 at Rachester, N.Y., he received a Ph.D. in 1963 from
Harvard University for his thesis, Russia's Cenfral Asian protectorates; Bukhara and Khiva, 1865-1917.
"He was a sometime professor of history at Rutgers University, New Brunswick, N.J. His writings
include Russia’s protectorates in Central Asia; Bukhara and Khiva, 1865-1 924 (1968), and Nobility and
privilege in late Imperial Russia (1985). ConAu, 25-28 rev;; DrAS, 1974, 1978, 1982; LC; Schoebereln

Becker y Gdnzéles, Jerénimo, bom in 1857, he was a political writer and editor of the Madrid
periodicals La Regencia (1889), El Clamor (1891), El Nacional (1894), and collaborated with La

Espaiia modema and llustracién espafiola. He was a member of the Real Academia de la Historia.

His writings include Espadia y Marruecos (1903), Hisloria de Marruecos (1915), and Trafados, conve-
nios y acuerdos referentes & Marruecos y la Guinea espafiola (1918). He dled in 1825. LC; Ossorio

Beckingham, Charles Fraser, born 18 February 1914 at Houghton, Hunfingdonshire, he studied at
_ Queen's College, Cambridge. After graduation he joined the Department of Printed Books of the
British Museum, where Arabic began to accupy an increasingly important place in his private study. In
the 1940s, he saw service with the military intelligence in the Middle East It was not until 1951 that he
entered academic life at Manchester University as a lecturer in Islamic history, becoming prafessor of
Islamic studies in 1958. From 1969 until his refirement in 1981 he was a professor at SOAS. During
his Iatter period he was also president both of the Hakluyt Society and the Royal Asiafic Society. He
pursued a lifelong interest in travel and exploration in the Indian Ocean and adjoining countries both
prior and during the arrival of Europeans in the area in the 16th century. His wiitings include Some
records of Ethiopia, 1593-1646 (1954), and a volume of his collected arficles. He died 30 September
1988, Asian affairs n.s., 30 (1899, p. 127; Bulletin of the Association for the Study of Travel in Egypt and the Near East, no.
7(1999), p. 1 »

WOLEGANG BEHN, CONCISE BIOGRAPHICAL COMPANION TO INDEX

BEGINNINGS DOWN TO THE TWENTIETH CENTURY : BIO-BIBLIOGRAPHICAL
SUPPLEMENT TO INDEX ISLAMICUS, 1665-1930, VOL. I{A-G), LEIDEN 2004. \"g
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PROFESSOR C.FE BECKINGHAM, FBA
(1914-1998)

Charles Beckingham, a past editor of JSS, was a fine historian of
Islam whose interests ranged over a vast area of Asia and Africa, from
Mongolia and India to the Horn of Africa. Amongst many other
things, he was especially interested in early European travellers to the
Indian Ocean shores and to Ethiopia. Two of his books, written
jointly with G. W. B. Huntingford, were concerned with Portuguese
voyagers, an annotated translation of Manoel de Almeida’s history of
High Ethiopia, Some Records of Ethiopia, 1593-1646 (London 1954),
and a revised edition of the translation of Francisco Alvares’ A Tiue
Relation of the Prester John (Cambridge 1961), whilst he subsequently
brought out a selection of carefully edited passages from James Bruce
of Kinnaitd’s Travels to Discover the Source of the Nile (Edinburgh
1964).

His fascination for the puzzles and problems of history came into
full play with his extensive researches on the enigmatic figure of
Prester John, that shadowy Christian prince of remote lands, whose
existence, and potentiality as.an anti-Muslim crusader, fired the im-
aginations of later medieval European Christians; of him Beckingham
was to write, ‘Most of what we are told about him could not possibly
be true, and most of the lictle that could conceivably be true is in-
consistent.” From this interest there emerged his School of Oriental
and African Studies Inaugural Lecture, The Achievements of Prester
John (London 1966), The Hebrew Letters of Prester John (with E.
Ullendorff) (Oxford 1982) and Prester John and the Ten Lost Tribes
(with B. Hamilton) (London 1996). He was further interested in
Muslim travellers, and undertook the completion of the annotated
English translation, begun by Professor Sir Hamilton Gibb, of the
Ribla of the Moroccan traveller Ibn Battiita, whose peregrinations
took him from black West Africa to South Russia, India and the
Maldives, and to the Chinese coastland (The Travels of 1bn Bagrita
A.D. 1325-1354, Vol. 1V, Cambridge 1994).

Beckingham became Professor of Islamic Studies at Manchester
University in 1958, in succession to Professor James Robson, and in
1961 became, with Professor Edward Ullendorff, joint editor of JSS;
with the latter’s move to SOAS, London, as Professor of Ethiopian
Studies, Beckingham became sole editor of JSS in 1965, until he
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but the prevalence of the Greek language and opportunities for cultural exchange. What
we have been studying seems to be a débris of a spasmodic, intermittent, unsystematic and
unselfconscious mingling of data and ideas, as the legacy of Alexander was treated seriously.
The New Testament’s being in Greek is the best evidence for such hopes.

James could well have known that three systems of thought feared that “wheel of
becoming”; and slander could as easily tumn that wheel as start a cycle of mayhem. The
Buddha’s remarks lent force to the idea.'® That the teacher leads from darkness to light,
from death to immortality (above, III (2)), is an Upanishadic notion which the Buddha
accepted when the god Brahmi induced him to teach'!* — to turn the wheel, not of
samsara, but of the dharma. That very scene illustrates how an ancient Jewish metaphor, and
an ancient semitic idiom, could be combined to produce a novelty within the Buddha
legend. Lectures in Alexandria cannot be ruled out; but literary people could benefit from
an exchange of rhetorical figures, an exchange as easy in Ai Khanum or Taxila as in Syria
or Egypt.

John is concerned about a succession of inspired sources of authoritative teaching. Christ
would send an Advocate, the Spirit (John 14:26; 15:26), to tell them “everything”, and the
Beloved Disciple would remain until Christ came again (John 21:20—23). In none of his
bizarre, but cautiously introduced,!'? scenes does John acknowledge his sources: no doubt
he thought he had safely made his borrowings his own.

10 The Third Sermon (Vinaya 1.34—5) at Gombrich (1996) (see n. 34 above).
11 See above, n. 72.
112 Hugo Rahner, Greek Myths and Christian Mystery (London, 1963), p. 16.

Professor Charles Fraser Beckingham, FBA,

18th February 1914 to 30th September 1998

Charles Beckingham was one of the Royal Asiatic Society’s most distinguished and faithful
servants of recent times. A Fellow since 1940, he was Honorary Treasurer (1964—67), twice
President (1967—70 and 1976—79), and finally Honorary Editor (1984—87). In one sense he
was the epitome of the truly scholarly Orientalist, holding chairs of Islamic Studies in two
major English universities (Manchester, 1958—65, and London, 1965—381). In another sense,
however, his career followed, at least initially, a rather unconventional path for an academic;
and he was always very much his own man, not someone who conformed to any stereotype.

JRAS, Series 3, 9, 2 (1999), pp. 287—202
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Festschriften constitute an odd literary genre: they are biblio-
graphically messy; contributors, often caught unawares, at
times write as a duty or courtesy rather than from full-hearted
enthusiasm; so frequently the resultant articles are the product
of raids upon long-neglected drawers rather than compositions
with an imperative need of parturition. In the nature of things,
not all recipients are equally worthy; and few would gainsay the
proposition that an excess of such volumes (or of honorary
doctorates for that matter) has tended to devalue the currency.
The gold standard of Noldekean days has long since been
replaced by a somewhat flimsier backing.

If this seems a slightly back-handed introduction to a volume
of tributes to our colleague and friend Charles Beckingham, I
ought to explain at once that I can speak about the recipient of
this Festschrift in an intensely personal way only and that C.F.B.
does not appear to me a typical dedicatee of such celebratory
compositions. In the first place, he has not sent forth, however
delicately, any signals that such a volume would be appropriate
or timely. Indeed, 1 believe he is truly surprised — not least
because his genuine modesty never ‘allowed his thoughts to
stray in that direction. Nor have his colleagues banded together,
oppressed by the feeling that it was high time something
was done for old so-and-so. The initiative to produce this
collection of essays came from one of C.F.B.’s students — and
this seems eminently appropriate: the respect and affection for
his teaching, his scholarship, and his personality have not been
confined to his professional peers but have always been clearly
perceived by those sitting at his feet and imbibing that amalgam
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COMPASSES, COMPASSI AND K.AN -BIS

However, although the magnetic compass was doubtless of
great value for the use of these charts, this does not imply that it
was employed in their constraction. This second possibility,
which, as stated at the outset of this study, seems now to be
generally accepted, can be countered on the following two
grounds:

(1) As Nordenskiold perceived, these sea-charts must have
been surveyed originally long before the introduction of any
form of magnetic compass into the Mediterranean.

(2) As any marine or terrestrial surveyor knows, even the
steadiest and most precise magnetic compass has no advanrage
over a simple angle-measuring instrument, such as a hori-
zontally-held sextant, for chart-making. Indeed, as any text-
book on marine surveying will make clear, in the surveying
or improvement of coastal charts from shipdeck, it is best
whenever-possible not to measure angles at all, but to record
points “in transit”’, that is, when three points are in line, for
example the observer’s known position, a surveyed point, and
an unsurveyed point. In this way, a line can be drawn on the
chart which must pass through the unknown position. A second
such line to this same point will give an intersection and a firm
fixing.

Observer's secony
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1941
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“The Red Sea in the sixteenth century,” J. Manchester Univ. Egyptian
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“Some early travels in Arabia,” JRAS, 155-76.
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Bank plc, 74 High Street, Ingatestone, Essex CM4 9BW. Club: Athenzum. ,&

See also J. M. Beckert. : N 80\ Q7

BECKETT, William Cartwright, CB 1978; LLM; Solicitor to_the Corporation of -
Lloyd's,since 1985; b 21 Sept. 1929; s of late William Beckett and Emily (née-Cartwright);
m 1st, 1956, Marjorie Jean Hoskin; two s; 2nd, 1974, Lesley Margaret Furlonger. Educ:
Salford Grammar Sch.; Manchester Univ. (LLB 1950, LLM 1952). Called to Bar, Middle
Temple, 1952. Joined Treasury Solicitor’s Dept, 1956; Board of Trade, 1965; Asst
Solicitor, DEP, 1969; Under-Sec., DTI, 1972; Dep.-Sec. 1977, Legal Secretary, Law
Ofhicers’ Dept, 1975-80; Solicitor, DTI; 1980~84. Recreations: music, golf. Address: Park
House, Bradwell, near Braintree, Essex. T: Braintree (0376) 561109..Club: Reform.

] VL, - Prof. rles - Fraser, FBA 1983; Professor of Islamic Studies,
University o L, 1 , now Emeritus; International Director; Fontes Historiae
Africanae Project, Union Académique Internationale, since 1986; & 18 Feb. 1914; 0 ¢ of
Arthur Beckingham, ARBA and Alice Beckingham, Houghton, Hunts; m 1946, Margery
(d 1966), 0 d of John Ansell; one d. Educ: Grammar Sch., Huntingdon; Queens’ Coll.,
Cambridge (scholar, Members' English prizeman, 1934). Dept of Printed Books, British
Museum, 1936—46. Seconded to military and naval Intelligence, 1942-46. Foreign Office
(GCHQ), 1946-51; Lectr in Islamic History, Manchester Univ., 1951-55; Sen. Lectr,
1955-58; Prof. of Islamic Studies, 1958-65. Pres., Hakluyt Soc., 1969-72; Treas., Royal
_Asiatic Soc., 196467, Pres., 1967-70, 197679, Hon. Fellow, Sri Lanka Branch, 1978.

~Chm., St Marylebone Soc., 1980-84. Jt Editor, 1961-64, Editor,. 1965, JI of Semitic
Studies; . Editor, JI of RAS, 1984-87. Sir Percy Sykes. Meml Medal, RSAA, 1987.

+ Publications: contribs to Admiralty Handbook of Western Arabia, 1946; (with G. W. B.
Huntingford) Some Records of Ethicpia, 1954; Introduction to Atlas of the-Arab. World
and Middle East, 1960; (with G. W. B. Huntingford) A True Relation of the Prester John
-of the Indies, 1961; Bruce’s Travels (ed and selected), 1964; The Achievements of Prester
'John, 1966 (ed) Islam, in, Religion in the Middle East (ed A. J. Arberry), 1969; (with E.
Ullendorff) The Hebrew Letters of Prester John, 1982; Between Islam and Christendom,
1983; (ed) The Itineririo of Jerénimo Lobo, 1984; articles in learned jls. Address: 3 Pipe
Passage, Lewes, E Sussex BN7 1YG. Clubs: Travellers’, Beefsteak. S

BECkLAKié, Ernest John Stephen, PhD;‘CEng; Head of chhnolégy Group (formerly

Keeper, Department of Engineering), Science Museum, since 1985; b 24 June 1943; 5 of
Ernest and Evelyn Becklake; m 1965, Susan Elizabeth (née Buckle), BSc; two s. Educ:
‘Bideford Grammar Sch.; Excter Univ. (BS¢, PhD). CEng 1938, MIEE 1988. Engr, EMI
Eiectronics, Wells, 1967-69; Post-Doctoral Fellow, Victoria Univ., BC, Canada, 1969-70;
Sen. Scientist, Marconi Space and Def. Systems, Frimley, 1970-72; Science Museumn : Asst
Keeper, Dept of Earth and Space” Sciences, 1972-80; Keeper, Dept of Elect. Engrg,
“Communications and Circulation, 1980-85. Mem., ‘Internat. “Acad. of Astronautics,
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-Explosion, 1990; Pollution, 1990;. (series -editor) Exploration and' Discovery, 1980—;
technical pubns in Electronics Letters, JI of Physics D, J1 of British Interplanetary Soc., and
Spaceflight. Recreations: gardening, golf, rugby. Address: Tree Wood, Robin Hood Lane,
Sutton Green, Guildford, Surrey GU7 4QY. T: Woking (0483) 766931. Club: Puttenham
Golf. S : Co ‘ T

BECKMAN, Michael David, QC 1976 b 6 April 1932; s of Nathan and Esther Beckman;

m 1990, Jennifer (née Redmond); two d from former marriage. Educ: King's Coll., London
(LLB (Hons)). Called to the Bar, Lincoln's Inn, 1954. Recreations: various. Address:
Bullards, Widford, Herts SG12 8RQ. T': Much Hadham (027984) 2669; (chambers) 19
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BECKWITH, Prof. Athelstan Laurence Johnson, FRS 1988 FAA; FRACI; Professor

of Organic Chemistry, since 1981, and Dean, since 1989, Research School of Chemistry,
Australian National University; b 20 Feb. 1930; s of Laurence Alfred Beckwith and Doris
- Grace Beckwith; m 1953, Phyllis Kaye Marshall; Perth, WA one s two d: Edu¢ 1 Perth

+*Modern'Sch.; Univ. of WA (BSc Hons}; Oxford Univ. (DPhil 1956): FAA 1973; FRACI
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#1958} Prof., 1965-81; Deanof Science, 1972~73. Temp. Lectr, Impenial Coll., London,

1962~63; Vis. Lectr, Univ..of York, 1968; Carnegié Fellow, 1968. Federal Pres., RAC,
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