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BIOGRAPHY

‘William Bedwell was born in Great Hallingbury in Essex in 1563. In 1578
he matriculated at Trinity, College, Cambridge, became a scholar in 1584,
and received his MA ten years later. At Cambridge, he developed what
were to remain his principal fields of interest. On the one hand, he was
always fascinated by geometry and mensuration. His concern with the
practical application of mathematics, which was attended by a devotion
to Ramism, the fashionable new method of simplifying learning par-
ticularly popular at Cambridge, was largely owing to his uncle, Thomas
Bedwell, himself a fellow of Trinity and an engineer. William conse-
quently cultivated the society of mathematicians, and throughout his life
remained in touch with navigators and merchants. The other interest he
developed at Cambridge was in oriental languages. He quickly became an
accomplished Hebraist, mastered Aramaic, Syriac and some Ethiopic ~
his very first publication, Prophetia Hhobadyah (1601), contained texts
in Hebrew and Aramaic ~ and he would later acquire some knowl-
edge of Persian. With the encouragement of his future patron, Lancelot
Andrewes, at the time a fellow of Pembroke Hall and later master of the
college and bishop first of Chichester, then of Ely, and finally of Win-
chester, Bedwell also applied himself to the study of Arabic, exploiting
to the utmost the few grammars then in print.

His lifelong interest in the practical aspect of his studies led to a spe-
cial concern with Arabic scientific writings and drew him to the world of
physicians, who were among his closest friends. Aware of the dearth
of aids to the study of the language, he started to compile what he
hoped would be the first Arabic-Latin dictionary to appear in the West.
By 1595, he had completed a specimen of some 8oo pages (MS Oxford,
Bodleian Library, Or. 372) and, by 1599, a further one of about 600 péges
(MS Paris, BNF, Arabe 4337). And although most of his work, which
included translations of Ramist and other texts, still remained in




2338 HAMILTON, A, The victims of progress: the
"~ Raphelengius Arabic t¥pe and Bedwell's Arabic
Lexicon. Liber Amicorum Leon Voer. Onder
redactie van F.de Nave, Antwerp: De -
Nederlandsche Boekhandei, 1985 (De Gulden
Passer, 61-63) pp.97-108

' Hamilton, A. Willian Bedvweil the Arabist (1563-1632).
i 1985, (ix, 1163 p., 13 pl.) (PTBI:, _5)_ e _
i ISBN 90 04 07241 1 cloth Gld. 46.— |

i Bedwell is generally regarded as the man who introduced the study |
of Arabic into England. Although he was one of a number of
scholars interested in Semitic languages at Cambridge, Bedwell was |
the first Englishman to compose a vast: Arabic lexicon. He coached

- and helped young Arabists like A. Wheelock and E. Pococke, and he
gave his first Arabic lessons to Erpenius, the greatest Dutch Arabist
of his time. The author reconstructs his life and his milien, assesses |
his contribution to Arabic studies in England and in Europe, and

% provides a collection of his unpublished prefaces and letters.
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56 Earliest Arabic studies in England

and Master in 1589. It was during this time, in about 1585, that he
regularly consulted an expert in ‘Hebrew, Chaldee, Syriac, Arabic’
called Hopkinson, who lived in Grub Street in London.'* According to
Bedwell, Andrewes had begun to compile an Arabic dictionary, but
had desisted, overcome by the difficulties, including ‘more important
duties’.!5 Since this was written in about 1604, these ‘graviores occu-
pationes’ must comprise the duties connected with his advancement
in the Church under James I, by whom he was appointed to the
bishoprics of Chichester, Ely, and Winchester in succession. No trace
survives of Andrewes’s work in Arabic, but in any case there can be
no doubt that his own linguistic studies were of far less significance
than his activity as a patron and promoter of scholars. Isaacson lists the
European scholars whom he entertained, including [Isaac] Casaubon,
Cluverius, [G. J.] Vossius, Grotius, [Pierre] du Moulin, and especially
Erpenius, to whom he offered a position in England.'® In a letter he
wrote to Selden in 1621, mention of the Dutch scholars Franciscus
Junius and Doublet, who were then staying with him, leads him to
wish that Erpenius were there.!” Andrewes’s attachment to Erpenius
(as well as his ability to read Arabic) is also attested by a letter in
Arabic, written by Golius in the name of Erpenius’ widow and
children, and addressed to the bishop.!® Another Arabic scholar whom
Andrewes welcomed to England was Josephus Abudacnus.!® But above
all it was through his encouragement, patronage, and financial support
of Bedwell that Andrewes advanced the cause of Arabic in England.

William Bedwell was the first Englishman after the Middle Ages to
undertake the serious study of Arabic. We are fortunate to have a full-

14 According to the autobiography of James Whitelocke, who was reading Hebrew
with the otherwise unknown Hopkinson at the same time: see ibid. 231. In this context it
is interesting that in 1612 Sir George Buc (The Third Vniversitie of England, 1082)
claimed: ‘There bee also in this Cittie [London] Teachers and Professors of the holy or
Hebrew Language, of the Caldean, Syriake, and Arabike or Larbey Languages.’

15 “Solus D.D. Andrewsius strenuam in hoc navabat operam foelicibus auspiciis: sed
graviores occupationes, operis magnitudo, librorum penuria, incoeptum opus retarda-
bant’: preface to the Epistles of James (Hamilton, William Bedwell, 111).

16 Isaacson, Lancelot Andrewes, fo. [**3}r. This was as early as 1612, as appears from
Vossius, Funeral Oration, 88.

17 MS Selden supra 108, fo. 1227. Doublet is presumably Georgius Rataller Doublet
(see below, p. 74).

18 PO no. 84, giving the correct date (end of May 1625).

19 See below, p. 96.

G.Jd. Toomer, Eastern Wisedome and Learning:
The Study of Arabic in Seventeenth-Century England,
Oxford 1996, IRCICA Ktp. 32536.
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length recent monograph on his life and his work, especially his work
on Arabic (Hamilton, William Bedwell the Arabist). My account owes
much to that, and adds very little: I refer the reader to it for a detailed
biography, and for Bedwell’s work outside of Arabic, especially in
mathematical education.

After Bedwell graduated from Cambridge (MA 1588), where he
learned Hebrew and Chaldee at Trinity College, and had begun to
study Arabic under.the influence of Andrewes, little is known of
his external life until he obtained the living of St Ethelburgha,
Bishopsgate, in 1601. However, he was certainly deeply engaged in
the study of Arabic in the last decade of the sixteenth century, for the
first extant specimen of the work which occupied a large part of his
scholarly life, his Arabic dictionary, is dated 1596.2¢ Although he had
as yet published nothing, he already had a reputation as an Arabist out-
side England, as is attested by the signatures which appear from 1597
on in his ‘album amicorum’. Many of these were entered by European
scholars visiting England, who made a detour to Bedwell’s house to
admire his recondite knowledge.?! In 1607 Andrewes (then Bishop of
Chichester) gave Bedwell the vicarage of All Hallows® Church in
Tottenham High Cross, at that time a village some six miles north of
London, which became his usual place of residence for the rest of his
life.

After he left Cambridge, Bedwell’s study was solitary (apart from
his brief journey to Holland in 1612). He did indeed have occasional
pupils for short periods, and came into contact with scholars visiting
him at his house or elsewhere (for instance at the Westminster sessions
of the Bible translators). At least towards the end of his life these
included such luminaries as John Selden and Archbishops Ussher
and Laud. Moreover, he acted as interpreter for the Government’s
correspondence with Arabic-speaking potentates.?? He was also in
epistolary communication with European scholars, some of them
eminent (Casaubon initiated a correspondence with him in 16032).
Nevertheless, Bedwell’s work in Arabic was hampered by lack of texts

20 This is MS Bodl. Or. 372: Hamilton, William Bedwell, 12, 127. For evidence that
Bedwell began work on it in 1592, see n. 41 below.

2 See ibid. 13ff. and passim.

22 De Castries, Sources inédites de Ihistoire du Maroc, Archives et Bibliothégues
d Angleterre, vol. 2, pp. 418-21, prints Bedwell’s English translation of a letter from
Sultan Mawlay Zaydan to James I of 1609; ibid. 610-13, Bedwell’s faulty copy of an
Arabic letter of 1611 from the same ruler.

23 Casaubon, Letters, no. 344, p. 183. The letter is reprinted by Hamilton, William
Beadwell, 97.
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Beckwith, John Gordon, horn 2 December 1918 at Southend, England, he was a graduate of Fxefer
College, Oxford. He rose from assistant keeper at the Victoriz and Albert Museum, London, in 1948 to
keeper at his refirement. Concurrently he was a visiting professor at universities in the United States,

and Slade Professor of Fine Art, Oxford University, 1978-79. He wrote Caskets from Cordoba (1 960),
and The art of Consfantinople (1961). He died 20 February 1991. ConAu, 8-12; Who, 1977-1991

Beddie, James Stuart, born in 1802, his writings include A family history (1986). Lc

Beddis, Rex Anthony, fl. 1963-1971, he was a British geographer whose wrilings include Africa, Latin
America and the Jands of the soutfi-west Pacific (1968), and Asia and North America (1969). BLG; Lc

Beddoe, John, bom 21 September 1826 at Bewdley, England, he studied at University College,
London, and the Universitat Wien. Afterwards he was a professor of anthropology at Bristol University,
assistant physician, Civil Hospital Staff in the Crimean War, and president of a number of leamed
sociefies. His writings include Memoires of eighty years (1910). He died 19 July 1911. Master (3); Who
was who, 1

Bedeau, Marie Alphonse, born 19 August 1804 at Vertou (Loire-Inf)). After a military career in
metropolitan France he participated in the conquest of Algeria since 1838. With the rank of general he
became commander of Tlemcen in 1841, and was in charge of the operations in Oranie. As
commanding officer of the Division de Constantine he distinguished himself in the administration and
pacification of the region. - At the end of 1847 he was recalled to France, where he died in Nantes an
30 August 1863. Azan, pp. 102-108; Peyronnet, p. 96 -

Beédier, Charles Marie Joseph, born 28 January 1864 at Paris, he was a medievalist and educated at
the Lycée Louis-le-Grand. After graduation from I'Ecole Normale Supérieure in 1886, he taught at the
universifies of Halle and Fribourg. In 1893 he received a doctorate from the Université de Paris for his
thesis, De Nicolao Museto. Afterwards he was a professor at the Ecole Normale Supérieure and the
Collége de France. His writings include Les Fabliaux; études de littérature populaire et d'fistoire a
moyen age {1893). He died In August 1938. BN; Hommes et destins, vol. 4, pp. 52-64

Bedir-Khan, Kamuran (Qamiran) Ali, born in 1894 in Syria, he studied in the Ottoman Empire and
from 1922 fo 1926 at the Universitat Leipzig, where he received a Dr.jur. for his thesis, Das tirkische
Eherecht nach den Grundsatzen der hanafitischen Lehre. Afterwards he practised law in Beirut and
Damascus, where he published Kurdish periodicals and was active in the Kurdish movement. In 1947
he moved to Paris, where he subsequently became a professor of Kurdish at the Sorbonne. He
published in. Kurdish and French on politics and KUdJSh language and literature. He died in 1978.

Enclran - —

Bedjaoui, Mohammed Benali; born 21 September 1929 at S|dl—bel-Abbes ‘Algeria, he studied law at
the Université de Grenoble, where he received a dactorate in 1958 for Fonction publique internationale
ef influences nationales. Since 1958 he was engaged in the Algerian freedom movement. He was

Algerian Minister of Justice, ambassador to France, and permanent representative fo the UN. His

writings include La révolution algérienne et le drojt (1961), and Succession d*élats (1971). Afica who's
who, 1991-1896; IntWWWV, 1974-2002; WhoFr, 1975/1980-1983/84; WhoUN, 1975; WhoWor, 1974/75.1978/79

Bedore, James M., born 20th cent, he was in 1977 a research assistant at the Royal Institute of
International Affairs, London. He was joint author, with Louis M. Tumer, of Middle East industrialization
(1979).

Bedoiicha-Albergoni, Genevigve see Albergoni, Genevigve
Bedr-Chan, Kamuran Ali, 1894-1878 see Bedir-Khan, Kamuran Ali

Bedrosian, Robert, born 20th cent., he received a Ph.D. in 1979 from Columbia University for his
thesis, The Turco-Mongol invasions and the fords of Armenia in the 13th-14th centuries. He published
translations from the Armenian as well as Armenia in ancient and medieval imes (New York, Armenian
National Education Committes, 1985). LC

Bedwell, William, 1563-1632, he was the first modern English Arabist, but during most of his life an
isolated figure. The principal result of his studies was an Arabic lexicon which was never printed,
although he bequeathed the manuscript to Cambridge University with a fount of Arabic type for that
purpose. Alastair Hamilton wrote a biography, William Bedwell, the Arabist (1985). DNB

Beebe, B. T. borr 20th cent, he received a Ph.D. in 1970 from the University of St. Andrews for his
thesis, Edward [ and the crusades. Sluglett

Beech, Harlan P fl 1912 ha wrnte A aannranhv and aflas of the Protesfant miesinns (1008 nyg

WOLEGANG BEHN, CONCISE BIOGRAPHICAL COMPANION TO INDEX

ISLAMICUS: AN INTERNATIONAL WHO'S WHO IN ISLAMIC STUDIES FROM ITS %%
BEGINNINGS DOWN TO THE TWENTIETH GCENTURY : BIO-BIBLIOGRAFPHICAL % ,

SUPPLEMENT TO INDEX ISLAMICUS, 1665-1980, VOL. I(A-G), LEIDEN 2004.
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William Bedwell ve Ingiltere’deki Arap Dili
Cahsmalarma Katkis:

Omer ACAR®™

Ozet: Bu calisma, Ingiltere’deki oryantalist ¢alismalarin babast olarak gériilen
William Bedwell'm Arapca alamna katlalarin ele almaktadw. Bilim cevrelerince Jazia
inceleme konusu yapumamis bir arastirmac olarak Bedwell, hem kendi eserleri hem de
dogrudan veya dolayli olarak etkiledigi, bir lasmu aym zamanda égrencisi olan bilim
adamlarinin ortaya koydugu caligmalar ile tarihteki Gnemli yerini muhafaza etmektedir.
Ana dilden Ingilizceye yapimis ilk Kur'an cevirileri, bastirma imkdm bulamadig
hacimli Arapca-Latince sizliik ve diger eserleri onun daha fazla tgiyi hak ettigini
gésteren sadece birkag ornekten ibarettir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: William Bedwell, Arapca, Sarkivatcilik, Ingiltere, Arapga-
Latince Sézliik, Cambridge Universitesi.

William Bedwell and His Role in Arabic Studies in England

Abstract: This study, discusses the contributions of William Bedwell, known as the
Sather of all orientalist studies, in England to Arabic Language. Bedwell, as a
researcher has not been much subjected to examinations by scientific circles, maintains
his significant place in history thanks to both his books and the studies of some
scientists who are either his students or influenced by him directly or indirectly. The
first translations of Qur’an from original language to English, The voluminous Arabic-
Latin dictionary which he was not able to print, and his other works are only Sfew
examples which show he deserves much more attention.

Key Words: William Bedwell, Arvabic, Orientalism, England, Arabic-Latin Lexicon,
University of Cambridge,

Dr., Ankara Universitesi {lahiyat Fakiiltesi, Temel islam Bilimleri Bliimii,
Arap Dili ve Belagat1 Anabilim Dal1.
(e-mail: oacar@divinity.ankara.edu.tr)
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