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Seyyid Said bin Sultan BuSaid of
Oman and Zanzibar: Women in the/

Life of this Arab Patriarch

PATRICIA W. ROMERO*

ABSTRACT Seyyid Said bin Sultan BuSaid, ruler of Oman (1806—1856) and of ™.
Oman and Zanzibar (1836—1856) owed his Omani throne to his fraternal aunt.
He married her daughter, his cousin, and cast a wide net for nocturnal partners—
slaves from mainly the Black Sea and Abyssinia. He married two Persian royals,
and courted the Queen of Madagascar. This paper covers the major events in
Said’s life from the death of his father, Sultan, in 1904 when his aunt stepped in to
aid him (and a brother with whom he became co-ruler for a few years), until Said’s
death at sea in 1856. Suffering losses of territory his predecessors had gained in
the Persian Gulf, Said created a domestic empire in Zanzibar.

Many histories of Oman and Zanzibar that centre on or include the rule of the
merchant monarch Seyyid Said bin Sultan BuSaid have been published, but
references to the women in his life have been mainly limited to comments on the
large numbers of concubines and their offspring. Several of his sons became rulers
in their own right. Then there is the self-serving and often inaccurate memoir
produced by his daughter Salme after her apostasy, marriage to a German
merchant, and exile. Her book has been the source of information on family life in
Zanzibar during his reign. But she was an embittered woman writing from the

distance of several decades following her father’s death.!

*Center for Africana Studies, The Johns Hopkins University, 3400 N. Charles Street, Baltimore, MD 21218,
USA. E-mail: promero2@jhu.edu.

The author would like to thank Ahmed K. Al-Rawi, Jeffrey Diamond, Mohammed Al Mugadam, Mark Whitman
and Barbara Catlaway for their generous suggestions and criticisms in various drafts of this paper, as well as Mary
Renadive, Inner Library Loan, Towson University.

! Emily Ruete, Memoirs of an Arabian Princess of Zanzibar (Princeton, NJ: Markus Wiener Publishers, 1988)
(first English translation 1888). See also E. Van Donzel (ed.), An Arabian Princess between Two Worlds (Leiden:
Brill Publishers, 1993); Sir John Grey, ‘Memoirs of an Arabian Princess’, Tanganyika Notes and Records,
37 (1954), pp. 49—70; Patricia W. Romero, ‘Salme and Her Brothers’, in Slaughter et al., Sharing the World Stage
(Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin, 2008), pp. 153—-178. A hagiographic account of Said’s life was written by
Salme’s son, Rudolph Said-Ruete, Said bin Sultan 1791-1856 (London: Alexander-Onseley Lid, 1929). Another
short biographical study of Said bin Sultan was written in KiSwahili by the Chief Qadi of Kenya. This work is
even more problematic. It ranges widely over many events, particularly those in Hast Africa. It reads like an oral
wradition—from which most of the data seem to be drawn—although, in part, the author draws on Ruete’s memoir
as well as her son’s biography. See Abdalla Saleh Farsy, Seyyid Said bin Sultan (Zanzibar: Mwongozi Printing
Press, 1947). This work was later translated into Arabic by Mohammed Amcen Abdullah, See Sheikh Abdullah
Bin Salih Al-Farsy, Albusaidyyun Hukkam Zanjibar (Muscat: Matabia’ Sijil Al-Arab, 1982). Thanks to Ahmed Al
Rawi for researching this publication in Oman. Ruete will be referred to throughout the text as Salme bint Said,
Her memoir must be read with considerable scrutiny and/or scepticism. Nevertheless, I have relied on her for
some aspects of material culture in Zanzibar, while I have also attempted to note omissions or errors.

ISSN 1353-0194 print/ISSN 1469-3542 online/12/030372-20 © 2012 British Society of Middle Eastern Studies
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13530194.2012.726488

AL A

EN DOK{MAN

TP GEL

MADDE YAYIMLANDIKTAN

Teohy

|

WOMEN IN THE LIFE OF SEYYID SAID

An examination of the historical record reveals a more nuanced interpretation of the
role of royal women within the family, as well as of marriage and concubinage in the
life of Seyyid Said. This examination affords insight into the comstruction of
power within a ruling family in this part of the Arab world. This in tum gives us an
insight into the nature of power and its use, and the role of women in influencing both.
As we shall see, ‘women’s power” in this context requires an understanding of the
details of family alliances, marriage and concubinage under the requirements of
Islamic law.

Although Said’s first and most steadfast wife was a cousin, his many male
progeny were bormn to a series of concubines, first in Muscat and later in Zanzibar.
In accordance with Islamic law, he also married Persian women and proposed
marriage to a queen of Madagascar. He loved his mother but left her behind in Oman
after he moved his capital of Zanzibar in 1840 (although she may have preferred to
stay in the familiar surroundings of home). Sailing back and forth between the two
countries that he ruled, Said always carried a concubine or two for company and
pleasure.2 He also showered gifts on Queen Victoria in an attempt to maintain the
Indian Ocean slave trade. But the woman who may have played the most important
role in his life was his aunt, a sister of his father, Sultan bin Ahmed BuSaid.

A titled Englishman who visited Muscat in 1824 noted ‘the patriarchal simpli-
city of the Arab character’ which was ‘strongly marked ... with this court’.? Said
headed this patriarchal society in Oman and later in Zanzibar, but George Thomas
Keppel, the Earl of Albemarle, would have been surprised to learn that one of the
principal players in Said’s successful struggle to win and hold the throne of Oman
was his Aunt Seyyida Moza bint Ahmed.* The records suggest that Seyyida played a
role that was, in some respects, equal to her two nephews, Said and Salim, as they
fought opposing forces within the family on the death of their father in 1804. Both
boys were in their mid-teens when an uncle attempted to wrest the throne from them.
Seyyida acted for her nephews and in opposition to her brother, summoning tribal
leaders and members of the extended BuSaid family who were their allies, to their
support. Acting in the role of regent, ‘the daughter of the Imam’ not only helped to
plan strategy, she also served as emissary to the enemy; she went ‘to him by night to
the house and adjured him to put an end to the war’.” The negotiated peace did not
hold. Hostilities broke out again with factions on both sides attempting to take or
hold Muscat. Again, Seyyida remained on the front line, directly approaching
supporters and calling in others before, finally, in 1805 Salim and Said emerged as
victors, at least over Muscat. Through negotiations, the two boys became co-rulers
under a regent, their cousin Badr bin Seif.

But the regency proved to be tenuous. By 1806 Salim had retreated into the
background, with Said the titular crown prince and with Seyyida at his side, when

2 Ruete, Memoirs, p. 94.
3 George Thomas Keppel, Earl of Albemarle, Personal Narrative of a Journey from India to England (London:

Henry Colburn, 1827), vol. I, p. 15.

4 Salil-ibn Razik, History of the Imans and Seyyids of Oman, trans. and ed. Reverend George Percy Badger
(London: The Hakluyt Society, 1871), pp. 265—-282. Badger transcribed the work of Salil ibn Razik from the
original Arabic. Mozza was a granddaughter of the founder of the BuSaid dynasty and a sister of Sultan bin
Ahmed. Three brothers are mentioned in Razik's account. Hamed was probably by another mother, whereas Said
and Salim were sons of Ghanee, as was probably the sister with whom Said remained close, bringing her to
Zanziar and take care of her throughout his life. Hereinafter this volume will be cited as Badger, History. See also
Reda M. Bhacker, Trade and Empire in Muscat and Zanzibar: Roots of British Domination (London: Routledge,
1992), pp. 52-53. .

3 Badger, History, p. 273.
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BSHARRA ~— BO SAD - 1281

This is the ‘Road of the Cedars’ which the Sultan
Kaytbay used at the time of his journey of inspection
{oth/xsth century), and by which during the 18th
and early rgth centuries, armed bands from the
Bikfa, supported and helped by the Ottoman
authorities, were passing on their way to harry the
Maronites. These last had also to defend themselves
against the Turkish governors of Taridbulus.

The little town to-day has 4,000 Maronite inhabi-
tants whose houses are scattered over a hillock where
vines and mulberries are cultivated in terraces. A
little above Bgharra, there is a clump of trees, a
remnant of the famous cedars of Lebanon, which
since 1843 has been placed under the care of tha
Maronite Patriarch.

Bibliography: 1. Dia‘dia%, Bsharré Madinat
al-Mukaddamin, in al-Mackrig, 1932, 464, 538,
685, 776; G. Le Strange, Palestime under the
Moslems, 352; H. Lammens, La Syrie, ii, 38;
R. Dussaud, Topographie Hislorique de la Syrie,
32, 397; Adel Ismail, Hislosre du Libax du
XVIEI® siécle & nos jours, 55, 133.

(N. ELISS£EFF)

T BTEDDIN (a dialectal contraction of Bayt al-

Din derived from the Syriac Béth-Dina), a place with
8oo inhabitants, situated 800 ms. above sea-level
and 45 kms. from Bayriit; the terraces surrounding
it grow chiefly vines and olives. Bteddin constitutes
with Dayr al-Kamar, a Maronite administrative
enclave in the Druze region of Shif. It owes its
fortune to the fact that the amir Bashir II Shihab
[g.v.) (1788-1840) chose it as his residence in 1807
and brought the water of the Safa there by means of
a viaduct between 1812 and 1815. Hence a certain
number of administrative buildings were constructed
in the village as well as the palace, a remarkable
oriental blend of styles, the work of an Italian
architect and Syrian labourers. Built on a rocky
escarpment dominating a deep ravine, this palace
was from 1814 on a resort of poets (Nicholas the
Turk), and Lamartine, who visited it in 1832, has left
us a long description of it.

At the end of the Egyptian cccupation in 1840,
the palace fell into ruins and a serious fire damaged
these in xgx2; it was partly restored in 1940. In 1948
the ashes of the amir Bashir the Great were trans-
terred there from Istanbul. To-day Bteddin is the
summer residence of the President of the Republic
ot Lebanon.

Biblicgrapky: A. Frayha, Asmad® al-Mudun
wa "I-Kwrd al-Lubndniyya, 1956, 20; Lamartine,
Voyage en Orient, ed. Hachette, 1903, i, 191 fi.;
Dussaud, Topographic Historigue de la Syrie, 507;
M. Chebli, Une histosre du Liban au temps des
émirs, index, (N. ELISSEEEF)

U po {see KUNY4)

2 BU HMARA, a Moroccan agitator who got himself
recognised as sultan in north-east Morocco from 1902
to 1909. His real name was Djilali b. Idris al-Tarh{ni
al-Yisufi, and he was born about 1865 in the mount-
ains of Zarhiin. He had been a member of the corps
of engineering students which Mawliy al-Hasan had
tried to establish, and then he became a minor civil
servant. Hewas accused of dishonesty and imprisoned,
and then became an exile in Aligeria. He returned
thence in the summer of 1902, and thanks to frauds
and alleged miracles managed to pass himself off as
a sharif and even as Mahammad b. al-Hasan, the
elder brother of Mawlay ‘Abd al-“Aziz [g.2.}, who was
then living in seclusion at Meknes. Many sections of
the tribe of Ghiyata in the Taza region recognised
him as sultan, and were scon followed by other

Encyclopaedia of Islam

tribes in the neighbourbood. He was installed at
Taza, which he made the capital, in the autvmn of
1902. He was generally known as Bi Hmirz {Ab
Himara) because it was his custom to ride 2 she-ass,
or as al-Riigl, from the name of a pretender of the
Ruwiga tribe who had been in revolt in 186z znd
had been quickly captured. He incited a revelt
against the sultan on account of his relations with
Europeans.

‘Abd al-‘Aziz sent two expeditions against him
which were beaten successively in the last weeks of
1902, when Fez was threatened. But the Sharifian
troops ended by beating him near Fez on January
29th 1903, and reoccupied Taza for a time on 7 July.
Bi Hméra, wounded and humiliated, reorganised
his forces and retook Taza in November. From there
bhe made contact with two other agitators: Raysiill,
who was active in the Tangier area, and the Algerian
B ‘Amima, who was fighting against the French
in the south of the department of Oran. With the
latter he besieged Oudjda for many months from
the end of 1904 to June 1905 without result. Beaten,
he sought refuge near Melilla in the Kasbat Salwin
and got into touch with the Spaniards, showing them
the possibility of mining concessions in the region,
which brought him discredit in the eyes of the
neighbouring tribes. He however succeeded in reoc-
cupying Taza in June 1908, and, taking advantage of
the troubles at the time of the accession of Mawisy
“Abd al-Hafiz to power, he threatened Fez yet again.
The new sultan launched several expeditions
against him, one of which succeeded in capturing
him about xoo kms. north of Fez, on 22 August 1gog.
Shut in a cage prepared for this event, he was led
into Fez and exposed to the scorn of the inhabitants,
but after some days the sultan, weary of his bravado
and fearing a European intervention in his favour,
had him shot on 15 September 1g9op. His body was
half burmnt,

Bibliography : The principal source is:
‘Dr.Louis Arnaud, A% iemps des Mehallas, Casa-
blanca 1952, 153-214 and 269-285; then: E. Aubin,
Le Maroc d'aujourd hui, Paris 1904, 108-131 and
402-16; G. Saint-René Taillandier, Les origines du
Maroc frangais, Faris 1930, 104 and 140; Dr F.
Weisgerber, Au seuil du Maroc moderne, Rabat
1947, 131-3 and 195-8; W. Harris, Morocco that
was, London 1g2r; finally the novel by M.
Le Glay, La mort du Rogui, Paris 1926 which
is based on a solid knowledge of the facts.

{K. LE TOURKEAU)
)< BU SAID, the reigning dynasty of “Uman and

Lanzi di, origin, The founder, Ahmad b.
Safid, me Wall of Subir under the Yarubi

Imim of “Umaian, Sayf b. Sultin 1I. He defended

Subir successfuny against Nadir $hih’s general, '
Muhammad Talgd Khin Shirazl, who came to terms.
Within a few years, by force, diplomacy and trea-
chery, Abmad made himself master of ‘Uman. The
Shih was preoccupied wiith a Turkish war and did
nothing to retrieve his position. The date of Ahmad’s
_fornal assumption of the titie of Tmam is uncertain;
"it cannot be 1154/1741 as usually stated, and there
is some evidence for 1163/1749. He naturally
favoured Turks against Persizns and helped the
former to defend Basra in 1189/1775. He fostered
commerce and helped io supprese, Tndian pirates.
His son 5a%id succesded him in 1198/1783 but was
unpopular and withdrew to al-Rastdk, leaving
power to his son Hamid, but retaining the title of
_Amam. No subsequent member of the dynasty used

this title; r rulers were called Savyid, though
' 81




MUSLIM SETTLEMENTS ON TIHHE COASY

J . G E By the middle of the eighteenth century a number of well-organized
TH E CAM B RI D states had emerged in the interior, the rulers of which were able to
provide protection for caravans to travel to distant markets. It is likely
H I S T O RY O F that it was about this time that the Nyamwezi began to engage in trade
over long distances. By the beginning of the nineteenth century, they
, wete trading as far as the copper belt of Katanga and modern Zambia.
A F RI C A The opening by the Nyamwezi of the caravan routes to the coast about
. , T \%’ the beginning of the ninetcenth century was merely an eastward expan-
sion of their flourishing trading network. Pioneer traders, like princes
Mpalangombe and Ngogomi, ate said to have carried iron from their
kingdom of Usaguzi to be sold in Ugogo. They are believed to have
Volume ) heatd of the existence of the Indian Ocean when they reached Uzaramo
fme ¢, 1790 to ¢ 1 87 o | and to have decided to sce it for th.emselves. 'At Fhe coast they found
beads and cloth and discovered that ivory was in high demand. Accord-
ing to Nyamwezi tradition, this opened the Nyamwezi country to
- edited l)y cxternal trading, for the adventurers returned home and began to
JO HN E. FLI N T gather ivory to be. carried to the coastal markets*for sale. Kafuku, the .
. son of Imaliza, chief of one of the Sumbwa states to the north-west of -
Unyamwezi, imitated the Usaguzi pioneers and so became the first of ‘
the Sumbwa traders to travel to the coast. By about 1840 Swahili-Arab
traders had begun to travel to Unyamwezi and other parts of the East
African interior in search of ivoty and slaves.

Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi b
slam Arasurmalart Merkezi SAYYID SA‘ID
Kitiiphanesi \ Although the coming of Nyamwezi traders provided the impetus for
Dem. No: %‘3} 5 1 :’F - Swabhili-Arab penetration inland, there was another vital force that made
960 this penetration more systematic. This was the personality of the imam,
Tas. No: / Sayyid Sa‘id b. Sultan, who came to power in Oman about 1806. From
CAnt | |

the beginning of the eighteenth century, Omani rulers had regarded
the East African coastal towns as part of their political domain. Theit
claim derived from Omani military assistance to the inhabitants of the
iast African coast against the Portuguese. With the expulsion of the
Portuguese, the Omani rulers had tried to establish their overlordship
over Hast African peoples by setting up their governors in some of the
important towns like Mombasa, Zanzibar, Lamu, Pate and Kilwa. But
Omani overlordship remained nebulous for more than a century. The
A CAMBRIDGE tulers were too preoccupied with local problems in Arabia and the

‘¥ UNIVERSITY PRESS Persian Gulf to be able to enforce their authority over the East African

coastal settlements, The Omani governors therefore pursued indepen-

10 FCH
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e e 1 e UHUGR D IUFAISIUS, der sieh neuerdaimgs durchgesetzt hat,
kann Herrschaftsgeschichte wieder ihren Rang als Grundlagenwissen-
schaft beanspruchen.

Das Land, von dem hier zu sprechen ist, wurde seinerzeit Persien
genannt, obwohl die Eigenbezeichnung, damals wie heute, [ran war und
ist. Das komplizierte Verhiiltnis, in dem die beiden Bezeichnungen zu-
einander stehen, soll hier nicht erortert werden. In unserem Zusam-
menhang wird ..Persien’ gewoshnlich fir den in der Endphase des Safa-
widen-Reichs geltenden Territorialbestand verwendet, ,Iran® fir den
Ausstrahlungsbereich der persischen Sprache und Kultur, besonders
wenn er liber das persische Staatsgebiet hinausgeht.

Entstanden ist diese Arbeit im Orientalischen Seminar der Universi-
tiat Freiburg, zu dessen Direktoren der Verfasser von 1963 his 1983
gehorte. Eine ganze Anzahl einsehliygiger Einzelprobleme konnte erin
Dissertationen und Magisterarbeiten seiner Studenten untersuchen las-
sen. wofiir er sich in jedem Fall zu groflem Dank verpflichtet weil3.
Desgleichen betrachtet er es als eine angenehme Pflicht, seinen Mitar-
beitern und nachmaligen Kollegen, besonders den Professoren Bert
Fragner, Erika Glassen, Ulrich Haurmann und Hans Miller sowic in
der Schlufiphase Frau Dr. Monika Gronke, fiir fordernde Gespriiche,
manchen Ratschlag und wohltuendes Interesse zu danken. Dal} das
Buch auf die Initiative des friheren Dircktors, Professor Dr. Anton
Heinen, hin in den Verslfentlichungen des Beiruter Orient-Instituts
erscheinen kann, erfullt den Autor mit Freude und Genugtuung, i

Freiburg, den 29, Juni 19539
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L’avénement des Al BG Sa‘id (1749).

Les auspices sous lesquelles s’ouvrit le régne de cette nouvelle dynastie
furent, d’une part, les séquelles d’une guerre civile qui avait profondément divisé
le pays, d’autre part, une puissance maritime incontestée.

Masqat devint le principal entrepét et le premier port commercial du Golfe.
A la fin du XVIII* siécle, les cing huitiémes du commerce international de cette
région transitaient par Masqat (26) qui avait supplanté Basra et Bishir.

Pour attirer commergants et navigateurs, les autorités de la ville offraient
protection contre les pirates qui sévissaient alors sur les routes maritimes, et
traitement de faveur en matiére de taxes douaniéres. 1’ émergence d'une classe de
marchands, entreprenante et habile, accentua la prospérité de la frange cbtiére au
détriment des provinces intérieures, scellant un clivage encore visible aujourd’hui.
Les Al Ba Sa‘id assirent leur pouvoir sur leurs entreprises maritimes et marchan-
des. Hamad, petxt -fils de Ahmad ibn Sa‘id, premier imdm de la dynastie, fit de
Masqat la capitale. « It was a change which symbolized the shift in the basis of
ruling power in Oman from the land to the sea » (27).

Sur le plan intérieur, les fils et les parents de Sultdn, dés lors pourvus du
titre de sayyid, furent nommés & des postes de responsabilité administrative :
gouverneurs des principales villes. Une armée permanente, modeste certes, formée
d'esclaves et de mercenaires, fut créée (28).

Sultdn ibn Ahmad, qui s’était réservé Masqat, laissa 4 1'un de ses fréres
Rustéq et le titre d’imdm, a 'autre le gouvernorat de Suhar. « C’était la premiére
étape vers la décentralisation de I’autorité qui, depuis l'origine, était le principe
directeur de la dynastie Al B Sa‘id et qui devait le rester ». Cependant, les
ambitions et les rivalités personnelles au sein de la famille régnante furent telles
que plusieurs sultans consumeérent une partie de leur énergie & tenter d’obtenir
obéissance et fidélité de leurs propres fils, neveux ou fréres. Le recours au meurtre
pour s’emparer du pouvoir ne fut pas exclu.

L'intérét que portaient les dirigeants a leurs possessions d’Afrique orientale,
dont les revenus alimentaient généreusement leur cassette, devint croissant. Le
sultan Sa‘ld ibn Sultdn fit de Zanzibar non seulement son lieu de résidence
privilégié, mais aussi la capitale de ’empire omano-africain.

I’expansion omanaise en Afrique orientale et la prospérité coleniale.
Au cours du XVIII® siécle, I'expansion omanaise sur la c6te swahilie avait

connu trois étapes de développement : une premiére étape ol cette expansion était
impulsée par l'unité politique retrouvée de 1'Oman; une seconde od 1'unité

intérieure rompue, les troubles de ’'Oman retentirent sur les possessions africai-

nes; enfin, une troisiéme, ou la faction gagnante en Oman renfor¢a son autorité
en Afrique orientale. Ce fut le début de la période la plus florissante de la présence

(26) Lanpen (R.G.), op. cit., p. 61.
{27} KeLLy (3.B.), op. cit., p. 108,
(28} LanpEN{R.G.), op. cit., p. 59.
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des traditionellen Betriebes der Sari‘a und allgemeineReformvorschlige
hinaus hier die ersten praktischen Versuche wirklicher modernistisch-
islamischer (esetzgebung vorliegen. So ist diese Mischung von
Sari‘a und Qandin eine Ubergangserscheinung - denn daB die:Tendenz
fiir die Zukunft in demn weiteren Vordringen des Qanin liegt, kann
nicht zweifelhaft sein —, aber eine wichtige und charakteristische,
bedeutungsvoll vor allem, indem sie zeigt, wie stark sich die An-
schanungen bereits gewandelt haben. Besonders beachtenswert ist,
- daB es schon im Lager der ‘Ulama zwar noch wenige, aber an Zahl und
. Gewicht zunehmende Stimmen gibt, die dem modernistischen Streben
in wesentlichen Punkten entgegenkommen. Jedenfalls ist Agypten,
wie ein vergleichender Blick auf Indien und die Tiirkei lehrt, in der
geistigen Auseinandersetzung des modernen Islam auch auf gesetz-
geberischem Gebiete fithrend,
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Die Al-Bu-Said Dynastie in Arabien
und Ostafrika?).

i Von Rudolph Said-Ruete?).

Die Dynastie der Al-Bu-Said, wenngleich eine der vielen, die
der Volkerwiege Arabiens entsprungen, ist doch éine solche -von
ungewdhnlich markanter geschichtlicher Bedeutung, als sie in der
ersten Halfte des vorigen Jahrhunderts ihren Machtbereich iiber die
weiten Strecken des Indischen Ozeans nach der Ostkiiste Afrikas und
tief in das Innere des Kontinents dehnte, auch zu gleichem Zeit-
punkte weitverzeigte Handelsinteressen und politische Verbindungen
mit. England, Frankreich, den Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika,
Britisch- und Holléndisch-Indien, Agypten, Tiirkei, Persien und selbst

* China pflegte. .

Oman und Zanzibar wurden erst durch die kithne Fahrt Vasco
da Gama’s zu Anfang des 15. Jahrhunderts dem européischen
Gesichtskrejse niher gebracht. Ein Jahrzehnt spater hatten die
Portugiesen bereits von den Kiistenstidten Muscat und Sohar
einerseits, von Zanzibar und den benachbarten Inséln Mafia und
Pemba andererseits, Besitz ergriffen, ohne jedoch, im stetem Kampfe
mit der eingeborenen Bevolkerung, ihre Herrschaft dort wahrend der
Dauer des 16. Jahrhunderts erheblich festigen zu konnen. Auch die
Rivalitit der Hollinder und Finglinder, die ihren politischen und wirt-
schaftlichen EinfluB am Gestade des Indischen Ozeans planmiBig
und erfolgreich erweiterten, trug wesentlich dazu bei, die Stellung der
durch die Bedringnisse des fernen Mutterlandes zeitweilig isolierten
portugiesischen Machthaber in zunehmendem Mafle zu erschweren.
Dem Erscheinen des ersten englischen Schiffes, der Edward Bona-
venture, auf der Reede von Zanzibar in 1591 folgte bereits neun
Jahre spiter die Grindung der machtvoll aufstrebenden, sich starken
Riickhaltes erfreuenden Ostindischen Compagnie., So wurde die Lage
der Portugiesen immer bedringter und als in Oman die Dynastie der
El Yaareba unter Nasir bin Murschid zur Macht gelangte, setzte

1) Vortrag gehalten in der Islamischen Abteilung des 18. Internationalen
Orientalisten-Kongresses zu Leiden, September 1931.

?) Dem Vortragenden wurde im Méarz 1932 durch den Sultan von Zanzibar
der Titel ,,Seyyids verlichn.
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412 CORRESPONDENCE

One could write a fair-sized essay on this subject, but I will desist
out of respect for your valuable space, and for fear of an aceusation
of msking heavy weather on a very simple issue. But I would point
vat for J. B. G’s benefit that my work simply bristles with
shocking examples of the same error: Ibn Rashid, Ibn Husain, and
even Ibn Sa’'ud.

On the more important issues raised in his review I am content
to leave history to judge between his opinions and mine. So far events
have been very kind to my rash prophecies.

I am, ete.,
H. S1J. B. PHILBY
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by W. Filchner. 9"x54" 352 pp. 103 illustrations and a map.
(Leipzig : Brockhaus. 1929.)

“Rabi‘a the Mystic,” by Margarst Smith. 53" x81" xxv+219 pp.
(Cambridge : University Press. 1929. 10s. 6d.)

“dodern Chinese Civilization.” Translation from the French by
E. M. Jones. (London: Jonathan Cape.)

“The Arab's Place in the Sun,” by Richard Coke. 6'x8%". 318 pp.

THustrations. (London : Thornton Butterworth. 1929. 21s.)
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CENTRAL ASIAN SOCIETY

A RECEPTION was given by this Society, jointly with the Royal Asiatic
Bociety, on July 1 to the Sultan of Zanzibar. Lord Allenby and
Professor Margoliouth received, representing the two Societies. The
Sultan afterwards attended Mr. Said-Ruete’s lecture on *‘ The Al-bu-Said
Dynasty in Arabia and BEast Africa.” The Chairman, before the lectura
started, welcomed the distinguished guest who had honoured the two
Societies by his presence.

THE AL—BU SAID DYNASTY IN ARABIA
' AND EAST AFRICA*

By R. SAID-RUETE

THE dynasty of the Al-bu-Said, which I propose to discuss this
afternoon, and of which so distinguished representatives have honoured
us by their presence, did not originate in Zanzibar. It sprang up, in
faet, in Oman, which is least known of all Arabian countries, situated
on the south-eastern coast of the Persian Gulf, and distant more
than 2,000 miles from Zanzibar. In the beginning, therefore, it is
necessary that we concentrate our attention less on the present seat of
the African branch of the dynasty than on its ancestral home, and yet
we shall find that Oman and Zanzibar are so closely knit by the ties of
history that wé shall suffer less inconvenience than might be expected
in spanning the immenss space which sunders the two countries.

And as we have veferred to these ties it becomes, of course,
essential that we should give some account, however slight, of their
nature. In a short address of this kind it is difficult to decide exactly
how far back to begin, and any period of time selected must of necessity
be arbitrary ; but, if only on the grounds of convenience, I may be
pardoned for taking you back for a moment to the opening of the
sixteenth century, when the region with which we are dealing was first
opened up to European eyes.

The full realization of the extent and the possibilities of this east
coust, as well of Africa as of Arabia, came only with the historic voyage of
Vasco da Gama in 1498. This voyage was the crowning»poiné of almost
a century of stern and relentless endeavour on the part of the Portuguese,
of endeavour which was unremitting but slow. But after 1498 the pace

* Lecture given to a joint meeting of the Royal Asiatic and Central Asian

Societies on July 1, 1929, Field-Marshal Viscount Allenby in the Chair.
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Des lettrés et les responsables des écoles vinrent souvent auggj -
d’Oman (22 bis). Ils pénétraient dans 'intérieur avec les commergants et cons.
tituaient le cceur des petites communautés arabes, relais de trafic caravanier et
foyers d’islamisation. La confrérie Qadiriyya fut répandue, aprés 1880, le long de
la cote et dans l'intérieur par les disciples de shaykh Umays, originaire de Brava.
Elle s’opposa & la Salihiyya préchée par Muhammad ‘Abdalldh Hassan, le célébre
Mad Mullah de Somalie (23). Les rapports demeuraient complexes entre Zanzibér
et les différents centres de la cote ot les représentants du Sultan disposaient de
plus ou moins d'influence réelle et devaient compter avec les forces locales (23 bis).
Il se créa ainsi un ensemble politique original, diversement décrit & 1'époque
comme « Btat colonial arabe » ou « Arab dominated colonial settler society » {24).

ZANZIBAR, ENTREPOT MARITIME
DE L’EMPIRE OMANC-AFRICAIN

Cet empire, étendu du rivage d’'Hormuz jusqu’au Mozambique, dépend de la
mer. Les navires, sous le pavillon rouge de 'imdm de Masqgat, commergent avec
tous les ports du Golfe, ceux de I'Inde et jusqu’a Singapour et Java, et, vers le Sud
3 Madagascar et Maurice (25). Les techniques de navigation entre Masgat, Matrah,
S{r et Zanzibar ont été bien décrites par Guillain (26). Les grands bateaux partent
les premiers, appareillant & partir de la seconde guinzaine de novembre et surtout
en fin décembre-début janvier. Ils font généralement relache a Meurka-Brava et
surtout Lamu et Mombassa. Ils descendent presque tous jusqu'a Zanzibar ou ils
arrivent a la fin février. Ils apportent des étoffes, des tapis, des peaux et surtout
des dattes d’Oman. Les bateaux de la mer Rouge partent généralement plus tard,
en fin janvier, apportant café et verroterie, encens et gomme et faisant escale au
Benadir.

La remontée se fait au printemps avec le renversement de la mousson. Les
navires emportent ivoire, opale, girofle et esclaves. Une partie des dhows fait le
commerce triangulaire Masqat-Bombay-Zanzibar, pour les plus forts sortis des

(22 bis} MARTIN (B.G.), Notes on some members of the learned classes of Zanzibar and East
Africa in the Nineteenth Century, A.H.S., IV, 1971, 2, pp. 531 sq. Les Omanis, ibadites pour la plupart,
étaient opposés aux confréries. La Shadhiliyya était assez répandue i Zanzibar avant 1850 et 4 Kilwa.
Elle était en liaison avec la Shadhiliyya des Comores, cf. MARTIN, op. cit., The Journal of African History
1960, p. 479. La Qadiriyya se manifesta vers 1880 & Zanzibar par Vintermédiaire de musulmans de
Brava. De Zanzibar, elle gagna 'intérieur jusqu’a Maniema [Congo oriental). Elle profita de I'appui du
sultan Sa'id Barghash, cf. Cuoq, Les musulmans en Afrigue, p. 468,

(23) A.G. MARTIN, op. cit., in J. Afr. Hist., 1969, 3, p. 480, Sur I'ibadisme de Zanzibar, INGRAMS,
op. ¢it., chap. XVL :

{23 bis) Sur ces problémes administratifs et la nature du pouvoir omani sur les différentes
régions constituant I'ensemble politique omano-africain, voir les remarques de BENNETT, op. cit., p. 52,
et les nombreuses notes de BONTINCK.

(24) Terme repris par ALPERS.

{25) Me CuiLocH, édition de 1867, article Mascate.

{26) GUILLAIN, Documents sur I'Afrigue orientale, t. III, p. 3569 sq. Pour les années 1860, bonnes
analyses dans les rapports de FLEURIOT DE LANGLE (A.M.V.), NicuoLLs, Swahili Coast : Politics, Diplomacy
and Trade on the East Africain littoral, 1798-1856, Londres 1971, pp. 262-8.
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ZAND, KARIM KHAN
(c. 1705-1779)

Karim Khan Zand was the ruler of western Iran from 1751 -

until 1779. A chieftain of the minor tribe of the Zand, of the
Lakk branch of the Lors, Karim Khan led his contingent from
the debacle of Nader Shah’s army in 1747 back to their inner-
Zagros mountain ranges. In alliance with ‘Ali Mardan Khan
of the Bakhtyari, he established a puppet Safavid shah in
Isfahan and consolidated the southwest under their rule. In
1751 he overthrew ‘Ali Mardan, and subsequently defeated
several other contestants for regional power among Afghan,
Afshar, and Qajar leaders. By 1765 he had emerged as de facto
ruler of the whole of Iran except Khorasan, with his capital
at Shiraz.

Karim did not assume the title of shah, even when the
putative Safavid king predeceased him, but ruled as vakil al-~
ra‘wya, “people’s representative” (the term for a traditional
local ombudsman). He encouraged internal and foreign trade,
granting the East India Company a base at Bushire, and
rebuilt Shiraz (many of his fine buﬂdings are still standing). A
nominal Shi‘ite, he practiced religious toleration; and did not
actively seek the endorsement of the ulema. In 1776, after a
year’s éiege, he captured the port of Basra in Ottoman Iraq,
but his death in 1779 brought a withdrawal.

‘The Vakil, as he is affectionately known, has left a reputa-
tion as a strong but humane and unassuming ruler who
restored a measure of peace and prosperity to Iran. His
successors were by contrast cruel , rapacious, and unpopular,
excepting the last, Lotf ‘Ali Khan (1789-1794), and soon
succurnbed to the rising power of the Qajars.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Perry, John R. “Justice for the Underprivileged: The Ombuds-
man Traditon of Iran.” Journal of Near Eastern Studies 37
(1978): 203-215.

Perry, John R. Karine Khan Zand: A History of Iran, 1747-1779.
Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1979.

- ’ Jobn R. Perry

ZANZIBAR, SAIDI SULTANATE OF

The Omani dynasty of Zanzibar, under the able leadership of
Sayyid Sa‘id bin Sultan (1791-1856), inaugurated a new erain
the commercial life of East Africa. Zapzibar had steadfastly
remained loyal to Omani rule whether under the Yarubi
dynasty, which had driven the Portuguese out of East Africa
by the end of the seventeenth century, or under the Yarubi
successors, the Busa‘idi dynasty, which came to power by the
1740s. Sayyid Sa‘id was able to assert his sovereignty over
much of the East African coastal strip but not over the
Mazrui of Mombasa (his major competitor) who held out
until 1837. He eventually moved his capital from Muscat to
Zanzibar by the 1830s. The sultan was a master of intrigues
and was able to deal with potential rivals such as Kimweri, the
Kilindi ruler of Usambara, by disbursing gifts to Kimweri’s
officials, who were urged not to lose sight of the sultan’s
interests.

Majaor changes took place in East Africa after the arrival of
Sayyid Sa‘id. In fact, East Africa experienced what can be
termed as a commercial revival, brought about by expansion
in trading activities, new agricultoral ventures (introduction
of clove plantations), reforms in currency and customs ad-
ministration, and encouragement of people with trading
skills, such as Indians and Omani merchants, to settle in
Zanzibar. The expansion in the coastal economy confirmed
Zanzibar’s privileged position as the hub of the international
trade with its control of coastal ports through which products
such as ivory and slaves filtered from the interior. The
sultan’s aggressive economic policies encouraged the trading

745

| Edit. Richard C. Martin, Encyclopedia of Tslam and the Muslim World,
vol. TE, New York 2004, pp. 7.(5 -~ Tl JdsAM 130388.
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BARGHASH

(forthcoming); ‘Abd al-Ghant Mirzayif, Badr
al-Din Kashmirt va ishtibahad dar ta‘ym-i
ta’lifat-i o, Fahid 12 (1974), 700-13; ‘Arif
Nawshaht, Ahwal va athar Badr al-Din
BadiT Kashmird, trans. Najm al-Rashid, Nama-
i Parst 3 (13375h/1998), 19-27; Thurayya
Panahi, Badrt Kashmirr, Danishuama-yi zaban
va adab-t Farsi, ed. Isma‘l Sa‘adat (Tehran
2005), 1:737-8; Dhabthallah Safa, Tarikh-i
adabiyyat dar Iran (Tehran 1985), 5/2:713-7;
Dhabithallah Safa, Badit Kasmiri, Elr.

Paun E. Losexsky

Barghash

Barghash b. Sa1d al-Ba Sa‘Tdr (1837-
88) was the second Ba Sa‘Tdr sultan of Zan-
zibar (Zanjibar). After the death of Sultan
Sa‘7d b. Sultan al-Ba Sa‘tdi (r 1804-56),
the sultanate of Muscat and Oman was
divided into three parts, ruled by sons
of Sa‘fid b. Sultan: Muscat by Thuwayni,
Suhar (Sohar) by Turki, and Zanzibar
by Majid. Majid’s succession and rule in
Zanzibar was contested by both Thuwaynt
and his younger brother Barghash, who
supported the reunification of the sultan-
ate under Thuwaynt. Thuwaynt’s effort to
gain control over Zanzibar with his fleet
was stopped by a British naval interven-
ton in 1839, and Barghash’s subsequent
rebellion against Majid in Zanzibar, sup-
ported by the al-Hartht and al-Barwant
families, both of Omani background and
firmly established in Zanzibar, was also
thwarted with British support in July 1859.
As a consequence, Barghash was exiled by
his brother Majid to Bombay. Although
he was allowed to return to Zanzibar in
1861, he was kept under house arrest.
Despite British opposition, he became the
new sultan of Zanzibar after the death of
Sultan Majid in October 1870. After tak-
ing power, he initiated reforms inspired by
the movement of the mutawwain (“those

99

who enforce obedience™), an Ibadrt reform
movement that strove to reunite Oman
under the leadership of Imam ‘Azzan b.
Qays al-Bii Sa‘idi (r 1868-71). In Zan-
zibar, Barghash fought against corrup-
tion, revoked a number of Majid’s legal
decisions that were not based on Ibadt
principles, and nominated new Ibadi gadss
who supported the mutawnwa‘ movement.
Also, Indian traders (often British subjects)
were blocked from trade outside the town
of Zanzibar. His anti-Indian and anti-
British policies started to change in 1871,
when Imam ‘Azzan b. Qays demanded his
submussion. At the same time, the British
authorities, already effectively in contral of
Zanzibar, nominated a new consul general
for Zanzibar, John Kirk, who replaced his
controversial predecessor, Henry Churchill,
Barghash’s efforts to strengthen Zanzibar’s
autonomy-suffered a setback in April 1872
when a cyclone destroyed Zanzibar’s navy
and merchant fleet, as well as 85 percent
of the clove plantadons on the island of
Unguja. In 1873, Sultan Barghash also had
to accept the end of the Indian Ocean slave
trade, imposed by the British. Zanzibar’s
military weakness became obvious when
an Egyptian fleet under the command of
Henry Frederick McKillop Pasha sailed
down the East African coast in 1875 and
took control of the northern parts of the
Swahili coast. Only British intervention
forced the Egyptians to turn back.

The effects of the cyclone dnd Zanzi-
bar’s increasing dependence on Britain
motivated Sultan Barghash to start a
programme of modernisation of the
sultanate, which was inspired by visits to
Great Britain, Egypt, and Syria in 1875.
From Syria, he imported Zanzibar’s first
printing press, which was put into action in
1879 and subsequently used to print Ibadr
compendia imported from Ibadr centres
of learning as far away as the Algerian
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A Study of Titles of Rulers
of the Al Bii Sa‘id Dynasty

Britain’s 19th Century Legitimization of Oman’s
Dynastic History

MATSUO Masaki

I. Introduction

H

. Problematic Issues

Il. Titles Used by British Officials for
Rulers of Muscat, prior to 1861

V. Titles Used by British Officials for
Rulers of Muscat, after 1861

V. Conclusion
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Location

Area 1020 Square Miles
L ; Population 300,000 (Muslims 99%,) -
S | Hedd of the Statr : Sultan Sayyid Jamshid bin Abdullah
! v Capital

,SEPERATED from the main
of East Africa by a gulf 20

Zanzibar which, together with its
i island Pemba makes the
Sultanate of - Zanzibar. The islands
measure an area of 1020 square
miles and contain a population of
,000, ‘composed of indigenous

. Africans,  Asians
Eupopeans. The soil of the islands
and the climate have the rare quali-

particularly cloves. Tt is
efore, no wonder that the islands

i |IDecember 10, 1963 marked the

‘thpst auspicious day in the history
£of nzibar since November 4, 1890.
+For this was the day when Zanzibar
igtthined independence, amidst
ivolleys of gunfire. and cannon
i Booms, after having been a British
| pratectorate for about three quarters

Lof h century.

A

1! [But what a Zanzibar it was that
:rle} merged into cxistence as a free
‘state!  Bereft of its former vast

X doTinions it is but a shadow of the

early . 19th. century Sultanate of
- ZAnzibar, which held sway over the

“entire East African coast, as far

west as Lake Victoria. It was'a
th

whistle in Zanzibar people
da

ce around the great Lake.”

. |The history of Zanzibar is closely
cofinected with that of the East
African mainland, so much so that
it }s impossible to deal with one

.independent of the other.

‘ f:’xr%:/iliar saying in those days “When'

. |Zanzibar is a corrupt form of
i Zanji-Bar or the land of the African

Muslims. - These  Africap Muslims.

I had set up, by the 10{h century A.D.,

‘1 vast Zanj Empire along the East
- Aftiean coast composed of aﬁumber
of rity states. o

f The East African coast, il}cluding

{the‘ islands of Zanzibar and |Pamba,
.was known to the Arabs even before

!
i

Muslims

and some
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the rise of Islam. The di-~ction of
the monsoons was also iavourable
for their voyage to and fro.
Trade relations, therefore, had been
established betweecn them since
quite a long time but the actual
migration of the Arabs to East
Africa took place in the Tth century
A.D. They soon conquered the
whole coastal strip as far south as
Mombasa and set up their scveral
Kingdoms. With these Arab emi-
grants entered the rays of Islam in
the dark continent from the east.

The Arab emigrants married
native women and the alliance
resulted into the birth of the
Swahili people, mainly Arab in
character.

In 975 A.D. a fresh wave of
emigrants from Southern Parsia
swept East Africa. It was led by
one Hasan bin Ali who brought
7 shiplouds of emigrants to FEast
Africa, 6 of the ships under the
commands of his six sons and the
scventh under his own command.
Each ship load founded a separate
settlement of which Kilwa, Mom-
basa, Pemba and Johanna were the
most powerful. The state of Kilwa,
founded by Hasan bin Ali himself,
was by far the most powerful of
them and exercised considerable
influence over all of them including
Zanzibar. Thus was laid the foun-
datiod of the Zanj Empire which
flourished until the inauspicious

arrival  of Vasco da Gama in
1498 A.D.

The Zanj Empire represented a
harmonijous blend of the Arab,

Tranian and African characters. The
civilization that thus emerged into
existance was predominantly Arab.
The economy of the Empire was
based mainly on trade with the
interior. Tlicir caravans penetrated
deep into the interior and occasion-
ally they also had to fight to keep
the caravan routes open.

By the end of the 15th century
Portugal was dreaming to establish a
vast empire in the East.  Her agents
were busy in the Indian Occan
searching for  opportunities to

6
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establish new colonies. In 1498
Vasco de Gama landed at the East
African coast and visited Mombasa
and Malindi. The Sultan of
Malindi gave him a hearty reception
and proved very helpful. He also

provided him with an able pilot to

help him sail to India.

What was the Portugucse reac-
tion to this generous treatment ?.....
In 1502 Vasco da Gama returned to
East Africa with a strong Portu-
guese flect, equipped with the up-
to-date weapons of war and forced
the Sultan of Kilwa to pay yearly
tribute. In 1503, another Portu-
guese naval officer, Ravasco, attack-
ed a number of merchant ships
near Zanzibar and seized their
cargo. When the news was conveyed
to the Sultan of Zanzibar he sent
4,000 soldiers:i; canoes to punish
the offenders but the Portuguese
opened their cannons and murdered
the defencelea: » reatures.  In 15085,
a fleet 6f 20 ships under the com-
mand, of d’ Almeida, new Portu-
gucse Viceroy for India, captured

Sofala, Kilwa and Mombasa, The
town - of Mombasa, which had
10,000 inhabitants, put forth a

heroic resistance, The Portuguese
capturcd it aflter a hard fight and
set it on fire. With the fall of
Mombasa, the Portuguese were the
masters of East Aflrica which they
ruled with an iron rod for almost
two centuries.

But East Africaegﬁ)%d a thorn
in their bed.  Detpité: all their
cruelty and barbarism the Portu-
guese did not succee” in subduing
the native population into slavery.
The pecople of Mombasa were
specially the mos! 'intdmed of them
all and they graspcd even the sligh-
test opportunity to organise a revolt
against the Portuguese. Twice they
succeeded in driving out the Portu-

. guese, once with the help of a Turk

merchant and at another occasion
with the help of an Imam of Oman,
But the Portuguese always came
back equipped with new ideas of
cruelty,

Finally in 1698, Iman Saif bin
Sultan, the ruler of Oman, sailed to

Contd. on page 7
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. . 3 o N ships laden with cloves to France, but he spent little of his time buying and
Sayy1d Sa 1d o o - selling. He was as much a man of war as a man of business. He came to
) f’f gm ) @f“. power at the age of twelve by killing his uncle with his own knife. During
) N N d his youth his navy was one of the largestin the Tndian Ocean and in practically
. ,m::»%“ = every year between 1820 and 1850 he led armies, sometimes of several
R.J. Gavin s

thousand men, against one or other of his enemies. As a military conquetor

E however, Sayyid Sa‘id was a complete failure—none of his important vic-

Sayyid Sa‘id of Zanzibar

Yo .
‘ o -
More than a Merchant - \@

Sayyid Sa'id bin Sultan, ruler of Zanzibar from 1806 to 1856, has been kindly
treated by historians. “Vigorous’, ‘wise’, ‘enlightened’, these are the qualities
usually ascribed to him. No history of East Africa in the mid-nineteenth
century fails to accord him a place of prominence and most make him the
central figure of the period. This is not altogether surprising since, as if
anticipating the future, Sa‘id maintained excellent public relations with all
those whose records of his rule have passed down to our time. Yet, looking
beyond the testimony of contemporaries to the facts of his career one is still
impressed by the versatility and wide ranging vision of the man. His own dis-
arming description of himself as a ‘mere merchant’, conveys a quite wrong
impression of his life’s work. True enough, he engaged in trade and sent

SMauritius

The Indian Ocean at the time of Sayyid Sa‘id

tories was won by force of arms and most of his attempts at military con-
quest ended in disaster. His reputation was built upon his ability as a diplomat
rather than on his skill as a soldier. He was one of those clever politicians
who manage to serve themselves while keeping others happy. All spoke well
‘of him—British, French, Americans, Indians and the slaves of his own

T.p, 1. 1—3*
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endured it. Considerable and well-tabulated
statistical information is expertly interpreted in
the text (which is illustrated also by the author’s
own pen-sketches). De Waal has mastered a
complicated subject. Famine that kills leaves the
reader with admiration and unease.

M. W. DALY

G. S. P. FREEMAN-GRENVILLE: The
Swahili  Coast, 2nd 1o 19th
Centuries: Islam, commerce and
Christianity in Eastern Africa.
(Collected Studies.) xvi, 268 pp.
London: Variorum Reprints, 1988.

The merit of the work under review lies not
only in the fact that it contains 17 collected -
papers exclusively connected with the history of
the East African Swahili coast (a civilization
which, in spite of its vital role in the various
events of the whole region of East, South and
Central Africa, is stll starved of published
material on its history) but also because the
papers themselves were written by one whose
academic interest in the region goes back more
than three decades. Furthermore, since it is
increasingly difficult to locate relevant material
from the older periodicals, mostly buried in
specialized libraries, the reprinting of these
papers in a single book is a welcome boon to
students and historians with a keen interest in
Swahili peoples and their region. Archaeolo-
gists, numismatists, epigraphists, geographers,
philologists and linguists will no doubt be quite
grateful also. But since the title might, in fact
does, give a false impression not only of the
content but of an apparent historical continuity,
the listing here of the articles, written between
1957-85, should not be out of place.

I: * An apology for the chronology of world
history ’; this has very little, if anything, to do
with the Swahili Coast, but is nevertheless a
useful *overview of world history’; II: * The
times of ignorance: a review of pre-Islamic and
early Islamic settlement on the East African
coast’ traces the earliest connexion of the
Swabhili Coast with the outside world, a theme
which has recently reasserted itself’ after the
findings of Mark Horton (cf. number V below);
HI: * Tanzania: problems of a toponym’, is
an etymological study of the name ‘ Tanzania’
(Tan. = Tanganyika, Zan. = Zanzibar, both
of which have a historical connexion with
Azania). The latter ‘ appears to be the name for
all the coast south of the Gulf of Barbaria’
(I, p. 5); IV: *The coast, 1498-1840°, chal-
lenges the notorious question of slave trade
from the Swahili Coast prior to the arrival of
the Omanis during the late eighteenth century to
these shores (but fails to address properly the
question of * zanj/zinj® slaves in the Iraq of the
‘Abbasids); V: "The Kenya coast revisited:
archaeology, archives, history’, discusses some
imporlant recent developments in the region,
such as those associated with the work of the
young scholar, Mark Horton, and with my own
work on Arabic MSS in the Zanzibar National
Archives (forthcoming catalogue); VI: *Islam
and Christianity in East Africa before the mid-
nineteenth century’, shows not only who tried
to replace whom, but also who has in a real way

a/ozz
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helped whom to establish a footing in the
region; VII: * Some aspects of the external rela-
tions of the East African coast: before 1800°, is
a stimulating discussion on the nature of rela-
tionship between the Swahili Coast and other
external regions before the eighteenth century
A.D. and is a genuine call for more research on
the subject: ‘ There is thus much to be done;
there is no reason to be content with the present
state of knowledge’, to which call Horton’s
research is perhaps one of the most positive
responses; VIII: * Some thoughts on Buzurg ibn
Shahriyar al-Ramhormuzi [sic}: The Book of the
Wonders of India’, was written in honour of
James Kirkman’s 70th birthday and his exten-
sive archaeological works on eastern Africa;
I1X: * From Africa to Australia: a find of coins
from Kilwa, Tanzania, and from the Nether-
lands, in the Wessel Islands’, traces the possible
links between the shores of the islands.

X: * Some aspects of Portuguese-Swahili rela-
tions, 1498-1698°, discusses mainly personal,
political and deplomatic relations between the
Swahili Coast and the Portuguese. However,
while’ both archaeological and architectural

\

links (the main subject of the follow paper) do ™' =

figure here, * Ngome Kongwe ’ of Zanzibac (The
Old Fort), which is definitely known to the
author, fails to appear among what are termed
‘... only six buildings [sic] on the Swahili coast
that can be ascribed to the Portuguese’. The
Portuguese vestiges in Zanzibar, however, do
feature in the following paper (X1, p. 1), but are
identified as ‘The Omani Fort in Zanzibar,
[sic]” (in XVI, p. 227 the same remains are
called: ‘ The Arab Fort '’ [sic]); XI: ‘ The Port-
uguese on the Swahili coast: buildings and
language’; XI: ‘Coins from Mogadishu,
¢. 1300 to ¢. 1700°, a guide-list to various coins
found in Mogadishu belonging to 21 rulers of
whom I8 were new to numismatists up to the
publication of the articte; X1IH: * Shi‘ rulers at
Kilwa’, argues on rather flimsy grounds, that
the religious identity of the Kilwa Rulers was
ShIT as opposed to Ibadi; XIV: * Numismatic
evidence for chronology at Kilwa’, is part of an
ongoing debate between Chittick and Freeman-
Grenville on the subject; XV: ‘A preliminary
handlist of the Arabic inscriptions of the
Eastern African coast’, was written in col-
laboration with B. G. Martin; XVI: ‘ Husani’,
suggests that until some excavation has been
undertaken we are unlikely to know more about
Husuni—the two buildings on Kilwa Island
known as HUSUNI—(cf. Hisn pl., Husiin =
castle), in particular about their origin and date.
The author, however, reminds us of a type of
‘ordinary’ building in South Yemen
(Hadramaut) which is called hugn, pl. husiin. In
the absence of other evidence, is there any
etymological link? And, finally in XVIL: ‘ The
Sidi and Swahili’, a very restricted vocabulary
is amusingly presented to ‘pledge’ (not
unreasonably however) the inclusion of the
language of the Sidi to the dialects of the
Swahili language.

Thus, though the papers do not add up to a
continuous perspective of the history of the
area, they nevertheless provide many suggestions
and much information for specialist scholars.
Typographical errors are few, and factual
errors, other than those mentioned above, were
not found by this reviewer. It is curious,

REVIEWS

however, that ‘Umar b. al-Khatiab, t

Caliph in Medina, who was asséésin’at};fi fﬁcéﬁd

1, according to the local oral tradition the oné

who ordered the * conquest * of East Africal The

fmlhor neither challenges nor comments on the
grossly exaggerated antiquity ’.

A. A. M. SHEREEF

Max LINIGER-GoUuMAZ: Small is not
always Beautiful:  the story o
Equatorial Guineg: T ranslated from
the French by John Wood. xx
198 pp. London: C. Hurst and
Company, 1988. £19.50.

Max Liniger-Goumaz has worked fo
than two decades on the turbulent histrogl'oé?“
Equatorial Guinea. His current effort is most
iv;;ﬁ%%mei_n provides a thorough and succinct
uction (o 4 : Ti
o the small Central African
Equatorial Guinea, former} ani

Guinea, has had a peculiar history. yl‘he §g32:§§/‘
has less people than the Gaza Strip and less area
than the American state of Maryland. Its
!)oundarxes repiesent what Spain was able (o
salvage of « projected colonial empire afer
1898. The Bubi of the istand of Bioko, who
constitute about 15 per cent of the popul’ation
were not completely conquered until 1910, The
Fang of Rio Muni were not * pacified * until the
late 1920s. Subsequent]y, the dictatorship of
f‘ranmsco Franco (1936-75) promoted the
d;velogment_’ of the colony by paying arti-
ficially high prices for colonial cocoa and coffee
By the 1960s the colony had one of the highesi
literacy rates in sub-Saharan Africa and one of
the highest per capitu incomes.

Liniger-Goumaz provides information on the

geography, people, history, and contemporary
politics. The bulk of the book is very wisely
devoted to post-independence developments
These dcyelop_ments have unfortunately been,
In the main, disastrous. Spanish political with.
drawal in 1968 was foliowed by the eleven-year
dictatorship of Francisco Macias Nguema. As
Liniger-Goumaz points out, the regime was one
of the most sunguinary in Africa. Under it, the
economy, largely based on cocoa export, ’col-
lapsed. In addition, social services and e(’:!uca»
lion were discontinued. Most importantly for
fulure'd'evelopmems, large numbers of the edu-
cated €lite were liquidated,

In 1979 Macias Nguema was executed after a
palace coup staged by his nephew, Teodoro
Obiang Nguema, head of (he security
apparatus. Liniger-Goumaz argues strongly
that the new government represents a continu-
ation of the old. Power remains in the hands of
the Esangu! Fang based around the town of
Mongomo in Ric Muni. In spite of the con-
Unuity of personnel between regimes, aid
donors and some foreign govcrnments,have
been able Lo convince themselves that rehabili-
tation is on its way, Spain and France have been
:fﬁZCIaggjsgg¢r ‘l? pump capital into the small

s h 1s know ai e
St Own {0 contain petroleum

Many areas are probed in this work
always to the greatest depth. One arca’isli)‘ulc]}(&)-t
ground of the upsurge of staie terror in the
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immediate post-independence period. Recently
this has beep provocatively dealt with by
S. Decalo in The psychoses of power. Yn Small iy
not always beautiful there is no detailed discus-
sion of [he. root causes for the years 1968-79
Without this, there are few ways of gauging the
magnitude of change in the last decade, 1f
Macias Nggcrr_]a was ‘easy (o munipu}alc
becu}lse of hgs limited intellect and poor educa-
tion’, how did he maintain his bloody grip over
the country for more than a decadeb? Could
terror have been avoided? Could ethnic rivalr
ha;/{e beer smoothed over? g

ope lor the political future, in the analysi
presented in this work, lies in the trj tﬁnfp?\ngll' )leg
democratic opposition, most of which is in exile
Its success * depends to a large extent on the will
of the Northern democracies’. In this the
author, perhaps unwittingly, acknowledges the
political, as well as the economic, dependence of
the little state. The country receives one of the
highest rates per capita of foreign aid on the
continent. In spite of the flow of aid, Obiang
_Nguemg has resorted to expedients like accept-
Ing toxic waste in an effort to increase govern-
ment revenues. The need for funds has falso
provided an opening for South African mili!ary
and commercial interests, a development which
has caused much alarm jn Nigeria,

As Liniger-Goumaz clearly points out
human rights ubuses continue. He is not hopefuf
about the future of the country under its present
regime. On the other hand, he appears to be
fully wedded to the idea of an independent
micro-state. The work leaves a broader question
unanswered: is this state viable and does jt serve
the broader interest of African development
and stability? There is good reason for a book
on Equa}orml Guineu, but is there a reason for
Equatorial Guinea?

IBRAHIM K. SUNDIATA

DOUGLAS‘ RiMMER (ed.): Rural rrans-
Jl’q/r7mazzonL in tropical Afvica. [x]
pp. London: Belh :
1988. £24. aven Press

Contributors to this volume pursue an inte-
grative approach 1o understanding rural trans-
formal{ons i Africa. Whilst drawing attention
to the richness of exis ting research materials and
their relevance for policy, contributors also
€xposc areas of analylical weakness and
uncerlainty, before setting their agendas for
future research. All are united in wishing to go
beyond what are perceived 10 have been frag-
mented, single-shot approaches to the study of
rural transformation, ie, perspectives narrowly
‘based. on scholarly work conducted in relative
isolation, WT S. Gould, the more outspoken
cnitic of disciplinary single-mindedness, drives
the point home by claiming that such’parlial
research in the past (studies of migration, or
terms of trade) has ill-served the policy makers

Popu}alnon growth, primary hedlth care.
domestic  water supply, energy, relations
bctwecn food producers and the stite, urban-
rural interaction, the plight of peri-urban com-
munities, and Alrica’s 1982-86 food Crisis con-
stitute the various nodes of research selected 1o
throw light on the processes of trunsformation.
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be described as the detailed application of the method he used more generally in
his major study Arabic Thought and Islamic Societies (1986). He identifies the
processes and structures of the scientific disciplines prevalent at the time of the
author — philosophy, exegesis, natural science, jurispudence — and analyzes [bn
Khaldun’s work in those terms, thus usefully complementing and developing the
many studies which have concentrated on analyzing his thought rather than his_
method. The book concludes with an assessment of the reception of Ibn Khaldu
n’s work by his contemporaries. Just one complaint: Professor Al-Azmeh’s
language is extraordinarily concentrated and therefore has a tendency to drift in-
to jargon, which can make for very difficult reading.

CSIC, SELLY OAK COLLEGES J.S. NIELSEN

REGIONAL
Africa

ZANZIBAR UNDER COLONIAL RULE. Edited by ABDUL SHERIFF and
ED FERGUSON. Eastern African Studies. London: James Curry, 1991.
278pp. Pb, £9.95. ISBN 0-85255-080-4.

The Historical Association of Tanzania has been active in arranging confer;nces
for history teachers and providing a series of interpretative textbooks on the hlstpry
of East Africa. Papers from the first conference were published under the title
Tanzania under Colonial Rule ed. by M.H.Y. Kaniki (London: Longman 1980).
The material in the present volume goes back to a conference on Zanzibar held
in 1976. 1t deals with a period also covered by A. Sheriff’s Slaves, Spices and Ivory
in Zanzibar (London: J. Currey 1987) i.e. from 1873 with the abolition of the
slave trade in East Africa until independence in 1963. The first part of the book
deals with the transformation from the commercial economy established under
Sayyid Sa“id b. Sultan (1804-1856) and his successors to the colonial economy pf
the twentieth century. The authors deal with the transition from slavery to colonial
‘free’ labour, the creation of a capitalist economy and its social implications.

The second part analyzes the social classes. It shows how the landlords an.d mer-
chants who were dominant in the pre-colonial period had difficulties in adjusting
to the new conditions under colonial rule. The situation was further aggravated
by the lack of development of either capitalist farmers or a self-conscious w0{k-
ing class. The administration was unable to resolve the tension betv‘{een colo_mal
capitalism and a growing national movement leading in 1564 to the insurrection.

Those with responsibility for teaching East African history will be pleased.to
have this long awaited analysis readily available. It should prove useful in deepening
a general understanding of a neglected aspect of East African history.

CSIC, SELLY OAK COLLEGES S.v. SICARD

ISLAM ET SOCIETES AU SUD DU SAHARA. Editions de la Maison
des Sciences de '’Homme, Paris. No.4, November 1990. ISSN 0084-7685.

Islam in Africa occupies a peculiar position. Those who specialize in the Arab
world tend to ignore it and the Africanists are taking their time in coming to grips
with it. Yet Islam in Africa is on the march. It has been estimated, taking the
whole continent into consideration that every second African is a Muslim. If one
considers Africa south of the Sahara, the estimate is one in three. African Muslims
represent the eighth largest Muslim community in the world.

It is against this background and with this concern that the Maison des Sciences
de I’Homme in Paris is publishing annual volumes bringing together the work of
scholars concerned with Islam in Africa and drawing attention to ongoing research.
The present volume is the fourth in the series. It contains articles on the Islamic
reform movement in Kano, Nigeria: Islam and initiarion masks in the Casamance
region of Gambia and Guinea-Bissau; an introduction to the study of the history
of Islam in Western Burkina Faso; the implications of Arab involvement in madrasa
education in that country; and the political and national crisis in Somalia. There
is also a valuable section on biographies of African Muslim leaders. The section
on documentation draws attention to the Islamic press in Senegal and Niger and
the Salman Rushdie affair. Attention is also drawn to bibliographical materials
and forthcoming conferences including the one held at the School of Oriental and
African Studies 18-20.4.91 jointly sponsored by the Centre for the study of World
Religions at Harvard University on Islamic Identities in Africa.

CSIC, SELLY OAK COLLEGES S.v. SiCcARD

TURABI’S REVOLUTION: ISLAM AND POWER IN SUDAN. By
ABDELWAHAB EL-AFFENDI. London: Grey Seal Books, 1991. xvi + 209pp.
Hb. n.p. ISBN 1-85640-004-2.

The author, previously editor of Arabia, the Istamic World Review, has not only,
as he says in his preface, undertaken ‘a personal quest for self-clarification: about
myself, my country, my religion, my world’, but has also presented his readers
with a thorough and clear exposition of movements and developments ouiside and
inside Sudan in the recent past. His previous experience and his present respon-
sibilities within the Sudanese foreign service have given him access to a large number
of leading personalities within the movements described.

The book falls naturally into three parts. The first two chapters deal with the
general context of contemporary revivalist movements in Islam with special
reference to their development within the Sudanese environment. They are entitled
‘The Islamic Revival’ and ‘Secularism in Sudan’ respectively. The second part,
consisting of four chapters, examines the IkAwan movement from its inception
to its emergence as a major political party in the April 1906 elections. This part
includes the setting up of the Islamic Charter Front and the events up to and dur-
ing the Numeiri years. The last part, three chapters, is an overview and analysis
of the Tkhwani ideological development and its interaction with the world beyond
its immedite political field of action.

Although the author has.concentrated on events up to April 1986, subsequent
events have forced him to add a postcript where he draws aitention to the set-
backs suffered by the National Islamic Front. The book ends with the conviction
that in spite of these setbacks, ‘nothing that has happened in the past year in-
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to discredit the sect with tales of divergent legal usages within the Azragite
camp. There seems little reason to doubt the sect’s general scripturalist
mentality, even if it is possible that some of the specific issues mentioned by the
heresiographers are trumped up.

These internal legal issues are to be distinguished from polemic meant to
highlight the legal status which the sect accords opponents. Here, the Kamil-
Zina tradition (transmitted by at least some later writers) seems to preserve
material not'in general circulation among the earliest heresiographers. We hear
in these texts of the specific implications of the group’s cutting off all social
intercourse with ordinary Muslims. These data must have been produced quite

. early (they are known to Silim and to the later [badi tradition), but they make

no appearance in Ash*ari or in the texts dependent on him. What Ash*ari does
have from the pool behind Kamil-Zina is the obscure (and structually intrusive)
hijra statement. The passage in Ash'ari makes little sense on its own; its
significance is apparent only when read alongside the accusations of lux
behaviour preserved in these two sources (Kamil-Zina) and in the Ibadi
tradition. Its own literary context is lost in Ash'ari, and without it a case could
even be made (following Watt's original assumption) for the strictness rather
than laxity of the sect.

[t is thus possible to uncover several different polemical strategies within the
standard firug tradition, and within any one text participating in it. The
tradition is far from an organic whole, but is instead a composite of distinet
representations of the Aziriqa. Each of these representations presumably once
possessed an internal coherence and unified polemical agenda. They were,
however, broken to pieces before Ash'ari’s time, and consequently appear only
as fragments in the extant literature. The fragmentary nature of the materiai
renders problematic any study which takes for granted the literary integrity of
the extant presentations,

i
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FAMILY STRIFE AND FOREIGN INTERVENTION:
CAUSES IN THE SEPARATION OF
ZANZIBAR FROM OMAN: A REAPPRAISAL

By M. REDA BHACKER

The nineteenth-century rise of Zanzibar under the ruling Albusaidi Dynasty
of Oman owed its origins primarily to the solid foundations of commercial
uctivity laid down in Muscat in the preceding century. In the subsequent
development of the Omani economy, in Omani territories in both Arabia and
Africa where the dictates of the Omani political/tribal system did not allow for
any centralization of authority,” local communities and tribal groups resisted
the domination of the Albusaidi rulers as they strove to bring under their own
control the benefits of burgeoning trade.

The opposition of the major Omani groups in East Africa, the Muziri'a of
Mombasu and the Bani Nabhin of Pate, to the Albusaidis and the eventuul
success of the Omani rulers in dismantling and neutralizing this opposition are
fairly well documented.® However, the sustained challenge of Hilil b. Sa'id to
the reign of his father Said b. Sultdn, the Albusaidi ruler of Oman and Zanzibar
and their dependencies from 1806 to 1856, has hitherto been neglected, despite
the fact that Hilal's resistance in East Africa was the greatest internal threat to
Sa'id after that posed by the Mazari'a and had dire consequences for the
subsequent course of Oman’s history. The conflict between father and son set in
train a course of events that led inexorably to the 1861 British-sponsored
dismemberment of Oman into two Sultunates, one in Arabia and the other in
East Africa.

Hilal's opposition to Sa‘td b. Sultan. ‘

Born in Muscat in about 1817, Hilal had at various times during the 1830s
occupied the post of walf of Muscat or of Barka in Oman before becoming his
father’s nd'ib in Zanzibar in 1840.* However, in 1844 Sa'd decided to disinherit
Hilal, his cldest son, and wrote to Lord Aberdeen, the British Secreta ry of State
for Foreign Affairs, in these terms expressing his wish that unother of his sons,
Khalid, should be his successor in Zanzibar instead.’

One hypothesis for this dramatic turn of events and the estrangement
between father and son is that Hilal had violated his father's Jarim.® Although

'See M. R. Bhacker, * Roots of domination and dependency: British reaction towards the
development of Omani commerce at Muscat und Zanzibar in the nineteenth century ', Ph.D, Thesis,
University of Oxford, 1988,

*ibid., introduction; A. M. Khazanov, Nomads and the outside world {Cambridge, 1983),
pussini,

}For the Maziri'a and Bani Nubhin opposition see al-Amin b. "Ali al-Muzra'L, *Ta'rikh
wildyat al-Muziri'a fi Irigiya al-shargiya’, n.d., MS in the Ministry of Nationa! Heritage und
Culture [MNHC], Muscal. _

*Humayd b. Muhammad Ibn Ruzayqy, ‘al-Fath al-mubin JT sivat al-sddat wl-Albiasa’ idiyin
Cambridge University Library MS, Add. 2592, fucsimile edition {(Muscat, MINHC, 1977), 541; al-
Farsi, Albdsa'kdiyin hukkdm Zanjbdr, ftranslation of -the Kiswahili original (1942)], Muscat,
MNHC, [981), {5; London, Public Record Office [PROJ, FO;54/3, Hennell to Bombay, 31 July
1840.

> PRO/FO/54/6 and India Office Records [IOR], L/P&S/5/501, Sa'id b. Sultin to Aberdeen, 6
Rajub 1260 = 23 July 1844,

°IOR/V;23/45; S. B. Miles, * Biographical sketch of the lale Seyyid Su'eed-Bin-Sultun Imum of
Muscut”, in Muscdr Administgation Report for 15334, 34; C. Nicholls, * The Swuhili coust—politics,
diplomacy and trade on the East Africos Litwral, 17951556 " (London: George, Allen and Unwin,

971, 274; 3. B. Kelly, 8ritain und (e Persiun Gulf (Oxford: Clurendon Press, 1968), 334,
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Le protectorat britannique de Zanzibar comprend, depuis 1899, les deux
fles de Zaazibar (1.660 kmn?) et de Pemba (g8c km?), soit 2.640 km?, avec
19G.462 hab. (1910}, tous musulinans. La ville de Zanzibar a 35.262 hab.

L1504 5SATION ©

Zanzibar, aux animistes jusgu’au xive s., puis aux Porrugais (1505-1698), devint
au xvin® s, un des points d'appui de la flotie musulmane soménienne (chefs
Magrouwi 1746-88 ; jusqu'en 182z & Pemba); Seyyid Satid (84 1856), 'd’'OmaAn,
en fit sa capifale en 183z, A sa mort, Zanzibar, devistautonome {avec tribut}), sous
Seyyid Madjid (1853-76), Seyyid Bargash (1576-87) et leurs successeurs.

GOUVERNEMENT

Actuellement le Sultan est Seyyid Khalifa-ibn Harotib (1g11). Depuis 18or,
lerésident britannique fait fonctions de premier miaistre.

Dés 1873, cétait ke gouvernement britannique gul versait 4 IOmén le tribut
annuel dd par le sultan de Zanzibar et Sir John ¥irk, le consul général pen-
dant plus de vingicing ans, esergait une influence prédominante. .

Les donanes cotidres continentales de I'Afrique orientale, du 3° lat. N. au
10042 / lat. S. ont été affermées par le sultan, respectivement, aux puissances
européennes instailées la.

ADMINISTRATION CULTUELLE. — La justice (entre Zanzibarites) est rendue par
la « cour sulanienne », composée de deux fonctionnaires britanniques et de
deux cadis arabes, 'un ibddite, Vautre shdfitite.

Il y a environ 6.000 ibddites (rite Khdridjite de 'OmAn), Arabes tominiens, des
grandes familles propriétaires du sol; 184.000 shdfisites, négociants arabes (4.000)
et autres, et surtout métis souahilis; et environ 5.000 ismaéliens (Khddjas) venus
de I'lnde (sur les 10.000 négociants hindous). I y a des mosquées spéciales pour
chaque confession.

W

s
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»Y 1 re o . - .A. - . .
On’%rouve 4 Pemba des survivances des initiations animistes {danses magiques
des Kibwengu).

Lesécolgs indigénes (pour Zanzibarites, pour Hindous) avaient 1.738 éléves en
1918, Hopital musulman a4 Pemba.

Travari. ET PRODUCTION — Zanzibar est le centre mondial de la culture du

cloy de girofle (se vend par frasifa = 15 kgr. 8). Il exporte également des
noix de coco, du coprah.

InpusTiies LocaLEs @ poteries, savons, huiles, bijoux, nattes.

lmpolrtations 1 2.336.390 £ (1918) ; exportation 2,133.597£ (1918).

Zanzibar, un des meilleurs ports de la céte orientale, commerce surtout
avec Aden, avec ’Inde, et avec Durban.

L'é¢talon monétaire est la roupie hindoue. 1l y a des pitces de billon locales
(sayyidié).

BisLiograpuie. — Craster, Pemba, Londres, 1913,
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Abdulhadi Alajmi, Muhammed El-Sharawy The Examination of Isndd Validity ...

Abu Maslam’s political inclination significantly impacted his narration. Finally, the
tradition of ‘Abdullah b. ‘Amr, the grandson of Sa‘d b. Mu‘adh, presents a
significant example of how a matn reflects the inclinations of its narrator. This is
evident when see how ‘Abdullah praised his grandfather by presenting him as
minister counseling the Prophet during this major event.

The fact that the matns of this tradition reflect the personal biases of their
narrators shows the importance of analyzing any given isnad in relation to s matn.
Schacht’s theory rested on the claim that the isnad existed in order to create a
historical dimension for second century traditions by attributing them to fictitous -
figures allegedly living in the first century. However, this claim is invalid unless we
see an indication that the isnad has no influence on its matn. This study has proved -
the opposite; thus, Schacht’s theory is unfounded.

DIL#S

34 Anaquel de Estudios Arabes
2010, vol. 21 7-34

%%ﬂ, s b “%"%&@x P

Sayyid Khalid Bin Barghash, Britain and the
. throne of Zanzibar

Sayyid Khalid Bin Barghash, Gran Bretaiia y el trono de Zanzibar
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ABSTRACT

Prince Khalid bin Barghash Al BuSa‘idi was an Arabian prince and an offspring of Al-BuSa‘idi family who ruled
Muscat and Zanzibar. His father, second ruler of Zanzibar, exerted great effort with the British in order to crown his
son as his hire, but his effort met with failure. In 1890 Zanzibar was declared a protectorate and the British influence
became more dominating in interfering in the intemal affairs, as well as in the throne inheritance issue. Supported by
Zanzibar people and coastal inhabitants, Prince Khalid led two atterpts to seize the throne, the first of which was in
1893, but the British believed that the coronation should serve the higher British interests, and that the inheritance of the
throne would be purely a British matter. At the turn of the twentieth century, he defied the might of imperial Britain at
the height of its power and succeeded in the second attempt in 1896 in capturing the ruling castle and declared himself
as the Sultan of Zanzibar. The British asked him to abdicate, but he refused. Their sword, therefore, took control and
finally setfled the questions of intemal affairs and the throne inheritance. The Anglo-Zanzibar war, and the
bombardment of the ruling castle forced the British deposed Suitan to take shelter in the German Consulate. A British
candidate was placed on the throne. Sayyid Khalid was transferred to German East Affica and was not allowed with
his family members to come back to Zanzibar. He lived a homeless and a miserable life until he gave up his claims. He
was, therefore , allowed to live in Mombasa until his death in 1927.

Keywords: Zanzibar, Khalid bin Barghash Al BuSa‘idi, British Protectorate, Anglo-Zanzibar war.

RESUMEN

El principe Khalid bin Barghash Al BuSa‘idi era un principe 4rabe y un descendiente de la familia al-BuSa’idi, que
gobemo Mascat y Zanzibar. Su padre presiono a los britAnicos para coronar 2 su hijo como heredero, pero sus
esfiierzos fueron infructuosos. En 1890, Zanzibar fue declarada protectorado britinico y la influencia britanica interfirid
en mayor medida en los asuntos internos, ast como en la cuestion de la herencia del trono. Con el apoyo del pueblo de
Zanzibar y de los habitantes de la costa, el principe Khalid llevé a cabo dos intentos de ocupar el trono, el primero de
las cuales en 1893, pero los britinicos crefan que la coronacion debia servir a sus principales intereses, ¥ la cuestion
sucesoria debfa ser un asunto puramente britdnico. A comienzos del siglo XX, desafié el poder imperial de Gran -
Bretafia y logrd en el segundo intento, en 1896, capturar ¢l palacio de Gobiemo y declarse Sultan de Zanzibar. Los
britanicos le pidieron que abdicara, pero él se negd. Entonces tomaron el control por la fuerza y, finalmente, menejaron
Jos asuntos internos y 1a herencia del trono. La guerra entre Gran Bretafia y Zanzibar y el bombardeo del palacio de
Gobiemo obligaron al sultin depuesto por los britinicos a refugiarse en el consulado aleman. Un candidato britanico
fue puesto en ¢l trono. El principe Khalid fue trasladado a Affica Oriental Alemana, y no se le permitié a él o a los
miembros de su familia volver a Zanzibar, Vivié una vida miserable y cruel hasta que renuncid a sus reivindicaciones.
Tras ello, sc le permiti6 vivir en Mombasa hasta su muerte en 1927.

Palabras clave: Zanzibar, Khalid bin Barghash Al BuSa‘idi, protectorado inglés, gucrra entrc Gran Bretafia y
Zanzibar.
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