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Susana Catvo CariLna

Cotonou

The port city of Cotonou is the major
urban centre and economic hub of the
West African Republic of Benin (known as
Dahomey untii 1975), with 679,012 inhab-
itants in 2013 (14.2 percent were Muslim
in 2002). Cotonou was a fishing settle-
ment, tributary to the Danxome (the Fon
etymon of Dahomey) kingdom (c. 1600~
1894) before the gradual encroachment of
the French; it was overshadowed by the
older Porto-Novo, the colonial and now
political capital, twenty-four kilometres
to the east. From the 1850s through the
colonial period, Porto-Novo (25.1 percent
Muslim in 2002) was the epicentre of
Muslim socio-political and intellectual life
in this part of the Guinea Coast.

The number of Muslims in Cotonou,
estimated at 300 in 1926, grew gradually
by the immigration of migrant traders of
Hausa, Nago (Yoruba of Oyo ancestry),
Dendi, and other origins; native Fon con-
verts to Islam were scarce. Each commu-
nity tended to conserve its own Muslim
and ethnic traditions. By mid-century, the
Jonquet and Cadjéhoun mosques were
the town’s principal Islamic edifices.

After independence in 1960, the rap-
idly modernising Cotonou became the
base for new nationwide Islamic associa-
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LAW, Robin,

‘Islam in

Dahomey: A Case

Study of the Introduction and Inﬂuence; of
pheral Area of West Africa’.

The Scottish Journal of Religious Studies, 7, 2

Islam in a Peri

(Autumn 1986), pp-95-122.
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Bénin

410 430

Revenu par habnéntendoﬂaré W -
) 1902 1983 1964

870

Océan Atlantique

500 km
|

Nom officiel :

République du Bénin.
Capitale : Porto-Novo.
Superficie : 112 622 km2.
Population : 5,4 millions

d'habitants {1995).
Langues courantes :

francais (officielle).
Date d’indépendance :

1er aofit 1960.

Nature du régime :
démocratie pluraliste:
Produit national brut :

2 milliards de dollars (1994).
PNB par habitant :

370 dollars en 1994.
Croissance du PNB par

habitant (1985-1994) :

-0.8% par an.

Dette extérieure :

1.6 milliard de dollars (1994).

Service de la dette :

52 millions de dollars (1994).
Exportations de biens

et services : 405 millions

de dollars (1994).
Importations de biens

et services : 518 millions

de dollars (1994).
Monnaie : franc CFA.
Taux de change :

1 dollar = 510 F CFA

(avril 1996).

PIB PAR SECTEURS

Agriculture
34%

Services
53%

Industrie
13%

LA TERRE ET LES HOMMES

Relief : littoral lagunaire, puis plateaux
s’élevant peu 2 peu vers le nord. Chaine
de 1’Atakora au nord-ouest, culminant

3 800 m.

Cours d’eau : Ouémé, Zou, lac Nokoué
pres du littoral.

Climat et végétation : climat subéquato-
rial assez chaud et humide sur la moitié
sud (tres boisée), tropical sur la moitié
nord. Cotonou, 26-28°C en mars,
23-25°C en aofit, 1 325 mm de pluie
par an.

Démographie : taux moyen d’accroisse-
ment (1995-2000), 2,9 %. 12,3 millions
d’habitants en 2025. Densité moyenne :
48 habitants au km?2 (1995).

Villes principales : Porto-Novo 200 000
habitants, Cotonou 650 000, Parakou
120 000, Abomey 60 000.

Répartition de la population : -
urbaine 31 % ; rurale 69 % (1995).

Religions : chrétiens 23.3 %. (catholiques
21 %, protestants 2,3 %) : musulmans
12 % ; croyances traditionnelles 62 % ;
autres 2.7 %.

LE CADRE POLITIQUE
Pouvoir exécutif : chef de 'Etat en
exercice, Mathieu Kérékou. né en 1930.
élu le 18 mars 1996 pour cing ans
(52.49 % des voix).
Pouvoir législatif : Assemblée nationale
(64 sieges. mandat de 5 ans).
Constitution en vigueur :

2 décembre 1990.

NIVEAL DE VIE
Espérance de vie a la naissance :
47,6 ans (1992).
Taux de mortalité infantile :
86 pour 1 000 naissances (1992).
Population ayant accés aux services de

santé : 18 % (1993).

Population ayant acces a ’eau

potable : 51 % (1993).

Population ayant acces a
I’assainissement : 34 % (1993).

Taux d’alphabétisation des adultes :
32,9 % (1992).

DONNEES ECONOMIQUES
Taux de croissance : 4,8 % (1994).
Taux d’inflation :

38,6 % a la consommation (1994).
Produit intérieur brut :

1,6 milliard de dollars en 1994.

Production agricole : coton 310 000 de
tonnes ; manioc 1 104 200 de t;
igname 1 047 600 de t ; mais
408 400 de t (prévisions 1994-1995).

i Investissements budgétaires :

Service de la dette : 52 millions

. Exportations de marchandises :
. Importations de marchandises :
' Principaux produits importés :

| Principaux produits exportés :

Elevage : 961 450 bovins ;
1 190 000 ovins ; 1 135 000 caprins ;
610 000 porcins et 10 millions de ™
volailles (estimation 1995).
Péche : .
30 000 tonnes de poissons en 1993.
Industries :
agro-alimentaire, textile, chaussures. *
Forét :
5,4 millions de m3 de coupes en 1992.

Pétrole : 149 400 tonnes en 1994.

Mines :
or, marbre (fer et phosphate décelés).

Hydroélectricité :
5 millions de kWh en 1992.

DONNEES FINANCIERES
Budget (1994, milliards de F CFA) :
Recettes (127) ; dépenses (162),
solde (-35). ’

93 milliards de F CFA (1994).
Aide extérieure totale : 257 millions
de dollars (versements nets, 1994).

Solde de la balance des paiements :
25 milliards de F CFA (1994).

! Dette extérieure totale : 1,619 milliard &

de dollars (1994). 81 % du PNB.

de dollars (1994), dont 39 millions
pavés. soit 10.2 % des exportations
de biens et services.

COMMERCE EXTERIEUR
366 millions de dollars en 1994.
500 millions de dollars en 1994.
produits alimentaires, machines, énergie.

coton. fuel.

Principanx fournisseurs (1993) :
France (19,8 %), Thailande (11,3 %),
Chine (6,8 %), Pays-Bas (6,3 %).

Principaux clients (1993) :

Portugal (13,8 %), Maroc (13,8 %),
Etats-Unis (10,3 %), Italie (7,6 %).

TRANSPORTS
ET COMMUNICATIONS

Réseau routier : 6 070 km de routes, dont
20 % sont bitumées (1992).

Réseau ferroviaire :
600 km environ (1987).

Prineipal port : Cotonou.
Principal aéroport : Cotonou.

Téléphone : 15 800 postes en 1992
(32 pour 1 000 habitants).

énin
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THE MUSLIM WORLD

Location ; West Africa.

. General Feature:

The coastal strip which is sandy,
low and flat is succeeded in the
porth by the lagoon region. Lower
Dahomey has a plateau of ferrug-
inous clay which is cut by a large
swampy depression stretching from
west to east; there are  several
isolated mountains in this region
with altitudes of less than 1,500
feet, In the north there isa plateau
of granite and gneiss where the
Atacora Mountains run in a north-
east-southwest direction ranging in
height between 1000 and 3000 feet.
Rivers flow from these mountains
toward the occan or the River
Niger in the northern boundary.

This region also includes the fertile -

plains of the Borgu in the east and
the Kaudi in the northeast.
Population: ) i

According to UN 1961 estimates,
the population is 2,050,000. There
are various authorities to show that
the majority of the population
today is Muslim.  The Muslims
are_estimated at 609, while the
Christians form a mere 119 of the
population; the rest are
animists. A number of
African dialects are spoken in the

' country but the official language is
. French,

. century Christian missionary efforts
. were more concentrated in Dahomey
" than in the rest of French West

Since the middle of the nineteenth

Africa, especially through the
mean’s of education. As a result,
there are 163,000 Catholics and
18,000 Protestants  in the
country. Since the early centuries
of Islam there were Muslims in the
porthern part and there had been
Fulani Muslim migration in the
past from the north, as well as
Hausa Muslim + migration from
Nigeria. Many of the tribes in the
north like the Baribas had become
Muslim in the past centuries. But
the ferocious tribes of Dahomey in
the south, under their war-like
kings, resisted any conversion to

Islam. Though there had been no .

organised Muslim missionary efforts,
the presence of the Muslin. com-
munities in the north and their
example has been 1e:ultirg in an

Area : 44,290 square miles.
Head of the State : Sorou Migan Apithy (President).

local

" jts apogee in

September 26, 1964
%F;\ﬁ‘u’ R (i{\ §

E

"Muslims in Dahomey. -

2,059,000 million (Muslims 60%)
Capital : Porto Novo:

Population :

ever increasing number of converts
among the southern {ribes.
History:

Nothing is known of the history
of tribes who had lived in Dahomey
in the Pre-Islamic period. Bronzes
which have been discovered show
that there must have been some
form of civilisation in the remote
past. Islam  had penetrated
Dahomey along with other countries
south of the Sahara in the early
centuries of the Hijra era; there is
record - of Muslim Communities
in the northern part of the country

in the earlier centuries, though
Islam began to spread fast only
after French colonisation.  There

is no record of any Muslim Sultanate
in the past as we have in -other
neighbouring countries like
Nigeria. '
The only history that we have
of the indigenous tribes and their
kingdoms dates from the 17th
century, when the kingdom of
Dahomey was formed. The word
Dahomey literally means the “belly
of Dan’>. Dan was the name of
a former king of the tribe who was
accustomed to eat his victims. The
Dahomeyans were a fierce and
fighting tribe; one of their special
features was their Amazouns-trained
women troops; there were 18,000

of these at one time and their
fierceness and valour knew mno
bounds. This Kingdom reached

1818 when King
Gezo ascended the throne and died
after a reign of forty years,

" In 1851 the French signed a com-
mercial trealy with King Gezo.
King Gezo was succeeded by his son
Glegle. In 1863 the French
annexed Porto Novo after the
British annexation of Jlagos in
Nigeria. An Anglo-French agree-
ment in 1864 fixed the borders
between  French = territory in
Dahomey and British territory in
Nigeria. The Germans who had
set foot on Togo in the west began
encroaching on Dahomey but by a
Franco-German agreement of 1885
the Germans agreed to confine their
“Protection” to Guinea and Togo.
Final fixation of boundaries was
made by the Anglo-French agree-

7

ment of 1889 whereby Cotonou
was surrendered by Britain. [n
1889 trouble arose between the
King of Dahomey and the French
usurpers who had made the country
their own without the knowledge
of the people. Severe fighting
followed in which the Amazons
played a conspicuous part. In 1890 a
treaty was signed which secured to
France Porto Novo and Cotonou
and to the King of Dahomey an
annual pension of £800. Glegle
was succeeded by his sony Behanzin
who led in 1892 a war against the
French. Dahomeyeans were defeated
and the King, Behanzin, set - fire to’
to his capital and fled to the north
but finally surrendered in 1894
The French divided the country
into two parts, Abomey and Alloda.
placing on the throne of Abomey a
brqther of the exiled monarch,
while the rest of the country was
under their direct control. = The
King of Abomey too was exiled by
the  French to Congo in 1900.
By the Anglo-French convention
of 1898 the eastern frontiers were
finally fixed while a French German
convention in 1912 delimited the
western Togo-Dahomey boundary.

After the Second World War
the first semi-independent govern-
ment was set up by the French in
May 1947. Internal autonomy was
given ;10 May 1957,  In December
1958, Dahomey elected her status
as a member-state of the French -
Community and adopted its con:
stitution in Feb. 1659. "A Legisli-
tive Assembly with 70 members was
elected for five years in April 1959
and M. Hubert Maga, as lcader of a
coalition, headed the government.
On Avg. 1, 1960, Dahomey
proclaimed its complete independe-
ence and on 20th September 1560
was admitted to the United
Nations. In Jan. 1961, M. Hubert
Maga was elected as President of
the  Republic with  full powers.
Dahomey after independence did
not join the French community but
signed  treaties for cconomie,
technical and military cooperation.
President Hubert Maga was deposed
in 1963 and M. Sorou Migan Apithy
is now the President of Dahomey.
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Cruise O’Brien, The Mourides of Senegal, The
political and economic organization of an Islamic
bratherhood, Oxford 1971; Donal B. Cruise
O’Brien, Saints and politicians. Essays in the
organisation of a Senegalese peasant society, Lon-
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ethnographiques.org 16 (2008), http://www
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'791-814; Charlotte Pézeril, L’anthropologue
“insuffisant.” Implication du corps et esprit
de la voix en pays Baaye Faal, Social Compass
57/4 (2010}, 449-63; Bruno Riccio, “Trans-
migrants” mais pas “nomades,” Caliers
d’études  africaines 181/1 (2006), 95-114;
David Robinson and Jean-Louis Triaud
(eds.), Le temps des marabouts. Ifinéraireset stra-
tégies islamiques en Afrique occidentale frangaise, v.
1880~1960, Paris 1997; Monika Salzbrunn,
The occupation of public space through reli-
gious and political eveiits: How Senegalese
migrants became a part of Harlem, New
York, Fournal of Religion in Africa 34/4 (2004),
468-92; Riidiger Seesemann, dhmadu Bamba

und die Entstehung der Muridiya. Analyse religigser

und historischer Hintergriinde. Untersuchung seines
Lebens und seiner Lehre anhand des biographischen
Werkes von Muhammad al-Mustaf An, Berlin
1993; Cheikh Tidiane Sy, La confiérie sénégal-
aise des mourides. Un essai sur Ulslam au Sénégal,
Paris 1969. -

Monika SALZBRUNN

Benin

Northern and southern Benin (formerly
‘Dahomey), which lie in different economic
and cultural areas, have been traversed
since early times by merchants and by the
alfas (a local term for Islaﬁi‘ic scholar) who
accompanied them and introduced Islam.
Islam arrived in the north beginning in
- the tenth/sixteenth century, or at the

49

end of the eighth/fourteenth, but was not
established permanently along the coast
until the nineteenth century. Muslim mer-
chants from the north are first mentioned,
in 1116/1704, by the Chevalier des Mar-
chais (Etienne Reynaud Desmarchais, c.
1683-1728), a French cartographer and
navigator. It was, however, after the trea-
ties abolishing the Atlantic slave trade
(1807 and 1820) that Islam was estab-
lished, having been introduced overland,
by Hausa and Yoruba merchants coming
from Nigeria, and by sea, beginning in
1850, with the return of freed slaves from
Brazil.

The Islam of Benin is peaceful and
tolerant, in the tradition of al-H3zj Salim
Suwari (fl. middle and late ninth/fifteenth
century), and it helped instill in the
Somninke merchants their characteristics of
devotion to Islam and to trade, pacifism,
and keeping aloof from politics. Coexist-
ing harmoniously with local and Chris-

“tian religions, its adherents represent

24 percent of the population that declares
a religion (census of 2002), and it became
the religion of the majority in the north
during the second half of the twentieth
century, although it remained a minority
religion in the south.

The Qadiriyya and Tijaniyya furug (Ar.
pl. of fariga, Lit. “way,” hence “order”)
came from Nigeria (the Qadiriyya, now
widespread across the Muslim world,
1s named for ‘Abd al-Qadir Jilani, d.
561/1166, a Hanbali schdlar active in
Baghdad, who became, after his death,
the namesake and patron of the order;
the Tijaniyya, which dominated much
of North and West Africa, was founded
in Tlemcen, in Algeria, in 1195/1781 by
Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Tijani, d. 1815).
The Tijaniyya replaced the Qadiriyya and
split up after the death of Ibrahim “Niass”

The Encyclopaedia of Islam Three, 2014-2, 2014 Leiden. ISAM 288783.
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them into,meal and oil aboard factory ships. Of the few
large-scate commercial processing operations in African
ports, most are owned by multinational corporations, such
as the Starkist Tuna canning facility in Tema, Ghana.

As part of the struetural adjustment plans imposed on
many African states in the 198os, international lenders
have encouraged the nontraditional expert of fish in
coastal states. Ironically, as debt and mainutrition irsub-
Saharan Africa have increased in the past decade, so have
the experts of nutritionally vaiuable fish products to the
supermarkets, livestock feedlots, and fertilizer factories of
the developed world. Per capita consumption of fish in
sub-Saharan Africa declined from m‘nej"’ograms (twenty
pounds) in 19go to 6.7 kilograms in 1997.

Since 1983, most coastal states have claimed exclusive
economic zones (EEZs) over the seas extending 320 kilo-
meters (200 miles) from their coastline. The EEZ is one of
the main principles of the United Nations Convention ol
the Law of the-Sea (UNCLOS), inteaded to promote better
management of matine resources through the national
privatization- of marine space. With the exception of
ERITREA, every African state has signed UNCLOS. Mazy
coastal African countries signed UNCLOS hoping to
negotiate access fees and-other-deals for foreign entry
into their EEZs. However, given the frontier-like quality
of the high seas, access to the EEZs is difficult to enforce
for poor African states that cannot afford the necessary
high-technology survelllance vessels or military power.

The explmtanomof marine fisheries off African coasts.
has increased substantially since 198c. The reported catch
of crustaceans and mollusks in Africa soared from
102,000 metric tons thatyear to 336,000 metric tons in
199g; the continent’s total fish catch rose from 3.5 million
metric tons-to more than 5.5 million metric tons over the

same period. Overexploitation is depleting Africa’s fish

stocks. Small-seale and commercial marine fishers- alike
complain of not only reduced numbers of fish, but smaller
sizes of fish. Given the poor management practices in
bothsectors, the future of Africa’s marine fisheries is
doubtful.

See also MALAWI, LAKE; STRUCTURAL ADJUSTMENT IN-
AFRICA; SWAHILI PEOPLE; TANGANYIKA,ZLF‘\ﬁ 2(}15
VICTORIA, LAKE.

BARBARA WALKER

Oenm (orobny) 1

Ethmc group of the Republic-of Benin whose ancestors
built the powerful precolonial Kingdom of Dahomey; also
called the Agadja.

Closely related to the Adja and Gun ethnic groups, the Fon
were once a part of the Adja Kingdom in Tado (part of

present-day TOGO). In the late seventeenth century, how-
evet, the Fon broke from the Adja and migrated to Allada.
According to_Fon legend, the group was forced to leave
after Agasu, the son of an Adja princess and a leopard,
unsuccessfully attempted-to usurp the Adja throne. #gasu
and his followers fled to Allada and established their own

kingdom, but a later succession-struggle forced Agasu’s son

“Dogbari to migrate to Abomey, where he and his Fon sub-

jects established the kingdom of DAHOMEY around-z620.
Dahomey quickly evolved into a highly centralized mon-
archy, and its large, sophisticated army enabled the Fon to
conquer neighboring kingdoms and expand their territory
throughout most of southern BENIN. On its conquests the
army commonly took captives, who were used as slave
labor om the king’s plantations or as sacrificial offerings
in the annual religious ceremonies held to honor royal
ancestors. These ceremonies were also an opportunity for
the Dahomey kings to assemble their provincial chiefs and
confirm their loyalty.
~The Dahomey kingdom expanded during the seven-
teenth century and the early eighteenth century, reaching
its pinnacle during the reign of Agaja (1708-1740). By this
time the kingdom stretched from the Abomey-plateau to
the AtlanticCoast and was well positioned to participate in
Eurcpean trade, particularly the booming transatlantic
slave trade. Although some scholars believe the Dahomey
intended to end or at leastcurtail the siave trade, the King-
dom became one of West Africa’s biggest suppliers of
slaves, and it grew heavily dependent on the trade for

Tevenue.

But after 1804, when Great Britain formally prohibited
slave trading, Dahomey’s rulers were forced to pursue
other commodities. They ordered their subjects to pro-
duce palm oil and used slaves on their state palm planta-
tions. Despite high European demand for palm oil,
however, the Dahomey kings found its production less
lucrative than selling slaves and attempted to increase
revenue by levying heavy taxes and leasing ports, such as
Coronou and Whydah, to the French. By the late nine-
teenth century, the French were claiming they had been
ceded the land, and when the Dahomey king Glele
demanded that France relinquish centrol of the ports,
France took the dispute as an opportunity for conguest.
In 1892 the French launched an attack agaimst Glele’s
successor, Behanzin; two years later they captured him

+and occupied the kingdom, which subsequently became
 part of the colony of Dahomey.

The French colonial administration preserved same of
the centralized authority structures of the Dahomey king-
dom because it found them useful for enacting colonial
dictates on the local level. Many of the kingdom’s chiefs,
almost all Fon, were appointed to the colonial civil service.

5. L gL-L¥S
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Kilimambogo Boys, Peter Mwambi and his Kyanganga
Boys, and the Katitu Boys, also gained popularity with
variants of the style.

D. O. Misiani, who was born in Tanganyika (now
TANZANT1A), gradually emerged as one of the most promi-
nent benga performers. In the late 1g6o0s Misiani, with his
group Shirati Jazz, and Ochieng Nelly of the Victoria Kings
were the first to transfer the older acoustic guitar styies and
what was emerging as the benga sound to electric
instruments. The two groups, working independently,
also added a light but driving percussisa beat and two-
part singing. Later known as the “King of Benga,” Misiani
and Shirati Jazz had a number of hits over many years. The
Luo flavor of the music was so much in demand during the
1970s that even bands consisting of non-Luo musicians
would occasionally invite a Luo guitarist or even a Luo
nyatiti musician to join the ensemble for  select
performances. In KENvA throughout the 1g970s, benga
outsold even the regionally popular Congolese rumba and
-other styles of East and Central African popular music.

The lyrics of early benga music were based on the
praise-singing tradition, in which performers sing poetic
praises, jokes, and other commentaries about an indivi-
dual, family, or clan. In later versions of benga, contem-
porary political and social topics and personal songs of
love became common. ’

The Kenyan government decreed imrrg8o that primarily
Kenyan music should dominate the national radio statdon
airwaves. Despite this decree, other international styles
such as Congolese Soukxous condnued to grow in
popularity, Still, because of its distinctive traditiona!
Kenyan-roots, -in the 1990s benga remained the most
recognizable Kenyan popular music.

See also MUSIC, AFRICAN.

Beni Amer
Ethnic group of northeastern Aftica; also known simply as
Amer and Nabtab,
The Beni Amer primarily inkabit eastern SUDAN and
northwestern ETH10P1A. They speak an Afro-Asiatic lan-
guage and are one of the BEJA peoples. Some 300,000
people consider themselves Beni Amer. 7 Flim 2015

See also LANGUAGES, AFRICAN: AN_OVERVIEW.

" West Aftican country bordered by Togo, Burkina Faso,
Niger, Nigeria, and the Atlantic Ocean.
Benin, formerly DAHOMEY, is a country better known by
its past than its present. Along-its narrow tropical coast,
precolonial kingdoms grew wealthy through participation

in the wansatlantc slave trade. They develeped rich

BENIN 167 m’i%‘%

religious traditions, such as Vodou, and built formidable
armies, which for years resisted French conguest. During
the colonial era, Dahomey—a small palm-oil exporter
known for frequent uprisings—found itself cx the periph-
ery of France’s West African empire. In the years that
followed_independence in 1gbo, Dahomey maintained its
reputation for political volatility while doing little to invi-
gorate an economy stll heavily dependent on palm oil
exports. Since-democratic reforms in-the early 1g990s, how-
ever, Benin’s polifical climate and economy have both
improved considerably. Observers are now waiting to see
_if this-progress continues after the 2001 reelection of for-
mer dictator Mathieu KEREKOU.

PRECOLONIAL HISTORY

The early histories of northern and southern Benin are
markedly different. Although powerful kingdoms con-
trolled both regions, north and south had little interaction
until the period of European colomialism that began in the
18gos. The northern region was inhabited primarily by the
Barisa. Little is known about the precolonial Bariba,
except that they were reputed to have Kkilled every
European explorer who ciossed their borders. According

to eral-histories, ‘the Bariba Kingdom was founded by a .

Persian-warrior, Kisra, during the seventh century. She led
the group from whdt is now SUDAN to the present-day
Borgou province, where they settled between the NiGER
RIVER and the Atacora Mountains. The kingdom divided
into-four main states—Bussa, Illo, Nikki, and Wawa—and a
number of smaller semiautonemous-states. Bussa was the
ruling state, but Niklkd was the largest and possessed the
strongest army. The smaller states such as Bildd, Kani,
Kouande, and Parakou formed the base of the kingdom’s
hierarchy. In each the landed nobility, called wasangari,
ruled over FULANI herdsmen and gando, slaves who. had
been acquired through conquests and slave raids. The
Bariba’s- economy was based primariiy on agriculture and
trade, mostly with trans-Saharan merchants and neighbor-
ing Hausa and Fulani states, including the Soxoro
CaLIPHATE. Although some trade occurred with the south-
ern kingdom of Dahomey during the eighteenth century, it
was relatively infrequent and limited to slave trading.

The history of southern Benin, home of the Dahomey,
Allada, Houéda, and Gun Kingdoms, is much- better
recorded. These kingdoms were founded by ApjaA peoples
who migrated to the area from Tado (in present-day TOGG)
during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. By the late
sixteenth century the FON (or Agadja) had created the
Dahomey Kingdom near Abomey in the southern interior.
-The Allada, Houéda, and Gun established their kingdoms
closer to the Atlantic coast, where they built ports at
CoronNou, Ouidah (or Wydah), and Porro-Novo. All

Encyclopedia of Africa, vol. I, edit. Kwame Anthoﬁy Appiah, Henry Louis
Gates, Jr., New York, Oxford University Press, 2010, ISAM DN. 234299,
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174 BENIN, ART OF THE EARLY KINGDOM OF

metal plaques showing elaborate scenes of court life and
lore dating from the sixteenth to the eighteenth century.
Said originally to have decorated the walls ot pillars of the
palace, these works were used by Benin court authorities as
visualreferences to Benin history long after they had been
removed from their original patace locations. These plaques
contain important insights into traditional forms of cos-
tuming and ritual, and they-have played a role in refash-
Joning the ancient kingship in_the contemporary era.
| SUZANNE PRESTON BLIER
Benin, Early Kingdom-of
Medieval African empire centered in the Edo-state of
contemporary Nigeria. :
The early kingdom-of Benin gained Prormnence in the
fifteenth century under the-rule of the- Obd or king,
Ewuare. Ewuare-established the empire’s political organiza-
tion and consolidated its temritory by conqueriag YORUBA
territory to the west and IGeo land to the east. Despite the
arrival of Portuguese merchants in the iate fifteenth century,
the kingdom maintained independence from_Furopean
control. Under-Oba Ewuare;-as well-as nnder the next-two
obas, relationships between the people of Benin and the
Portuguese were largely peaceful and-cooperative.
The empire grew in the sixteenth century under the rle
of Oba Esigie: Like—many of thé great Afsican empires,
Benin was intimately involved in the slave trade; various-
“border cornflicts and- Ci"il disturbances were exploited to
send large numbers; of non-Benin Africans to the
Americas. The empire’s power waned-througheut the eight-
eenth and nineteenth centuries as neighboring Yoruba

tates, especially-the-Oyo kingdom, gained prominence. In
1897 the British took the city of Benin, forcing Oba
Ovonramwen- into exﬂe and- effectively ending Benin’s
independence. In 1900 Benin was- incorporated into
British colonial administration within the Protectorate of
Southern Nigeria. Although the position of oba is net
obsolete, the present-day Benin oba has orly an advis sory
role in the government. The story of the defeat of the Benin
empire is told in Ovonramwen Negbaisi {(1973), a tragic drama
by the Nigerian playwright and director Olawale Rotii.

Benin Bronzes
See BENIN, ART OF THE EARLY KINGDOM OF.

Benjedid, Chadli

1926~

Third president of Algeria,

Chadli Benjedid grew up in the Annaba region of colonial
ALGERIA, then joined the military wing of the national
liberation group, the FRONT DE LIBERATION NATIONALE
(FLN). Moving quickly through the ranks, he became a

rebel commander-in 1g6o. After-Algeria’s independence
ke helped oversee the withdrawal of French tIoopS ’

While in the rebei army, Benjedid earned=the trust of
chief of staff Houari BOUMEDIENNE, whom ke later sup-
ported in the 1965 coup d’état against President Ahmed
BEN BELLA. Under President Boumedienne, Benjedid held
high positions in the-military and served_an the ruling
Revolutionary-Council. ,

Within the FLN Benjedid gained a reputation as an
-evenhanded leader; and for this reason he was sought as
the presidential candidate to heal divisions within the party
aftet Boumedienne’s death. In"1g79 Benjedid was elected
and began a tenure that lasted-through two reelections.
During-his thirteen years as president, he took steps to
liberalize the state-controlled economy and to develop
regional relations.

" In-the 1980s Benjedid faced increasing pressure from—
groups critical of the FIN’s exclusive hold on power.
Hoping to appease pro-Islamic groups:-Benjedid signed the
Nano al-Charter, witich affirmed “Algeria’s Arab and socia-
list-identity.” Despite these gestures, Benjedid -continued to
draw criticism; particularly as the national economy flound-
ered ia-the late 198es. In 1688 the military killed more than
500 civilians following a rot over food-shortages. Th the

mmath-of this incident, popular outrage forced Benjedid
to make concessions such as-the legalization of the IsLa fiC
SALVATION FRONT(HS) and other banned parties. =

Although Benjedid was reelected president in 1980, the
Islamiz-Salvation Front won municipal elections in 1990.In
1991 Benjedid resigned-as-the head of the FLN as support

for the FIS grew. Shortly thereafter, he was deposed bya
coup-and placed under house arrest. More than a decadeof.
violent unrest would follow, mostly involving Isiamic

-groups in opposition to government forces. Some

. 150,000 people were-killed before the fi ghnng large ly

came to an end in 2002.

See also ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALISM: AN
L O -
INTERPRETATIGN. LB 70
MARIAN AGUIAR

.Berber

Large and widely dispersed ethnic group in North and
West Africa.

The on'gi_rzs of the nameBerber are uncertain. Some histor- -
ians ciaim the word means “outcast,” or “barbarian,”
“those from the land of Ber” (the son of biblical ﬁguxe
Ham). The word refers to several disparate groups who
speak related languages and share certain historical
experiences. Berbers have lived in North Affica since at
least 3000 B.C.E.; today the largest populations of the
estimated fifteen mﬂhon people (though some estimates

Encyclopedia of Afnca, vol. I, edit. Kwame Anthony Applah Henry Louis
Gates, Jr., New York, Oxford University Press, 2010, ISAM DN. 234299.
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The territory in West  Africa
. now called the Republic of Daho-
"mey not only comprises of the
land in the southern part of the
" country - and along the coast
‘which was in the past ruled by the
pagan King of Dahomey, but also
lands in the north where Fulani
and - Hausa Muslims had = settled
centuries ago,

Dahomey lies west of Nigeria.
It is bounded ou the north by Nij-
ger and Upper Volta, on the west
by Togo and on the south by the
Gulf of Guines.

Nothing is known of the tribes
who had lived in this territory in the
pre-Islamie period.  Bronzes that
- have been discovered show that
there must have been somé form of
“civilisation in the remote past.

The only history that we have
of the indigenous Negroid tribes
and . their small kingdoms dates
from the seventeenth century when
the kingdom: of Dahomey was
formed in the southern half of pre-
sent Dahomey, '

The word - “Dahomey” means
the ““belly of Dan” ; “Dan” was the
name of an ancestral King of the
tribe, who was accustomed to eat
his victims. The Dahomeyans were
a fierce and fighting tribe. Oane
of their special features' was their
Amazons—trained women fighters.
At one time these women fighters
numbered 18,000 and their fierce-
ness and valour was well-known.
This kingdom reached its apogee in
1818 when King Gezo ascended the
throne. "

Twenty-three miles west of Co-
tonou, the present capital, lies
“Whydah”, an old town; which is
called the “Garden of Dahomey”
because of its orange and citron
trees. Porto Novo, the present
chief port, is 20 miles northeast of
Cotonou. French traders had built

a fort in Whydah in the seventeenth ,

century, Portugal and Britain also
had forts at Whydah.

King Gezo was succeeded in
1858 by his son Glegle, who want-
ed to expand his kingdom, and be-
gan to attack neighbouring areas.
“To_check the aggressive spirit of
the King of Dahomey”-—in the
words of a British officer of the

c % (s _'73:5‘;%5 8 Fe‘bruaryr 6, 1971

time—England in 1861 annexed the
island of Lagos (now the fedetal
capital of Nigeria). Nevertheless
Glegle captured in 1862 the Yoru-
ba town of Ishagga in the Lagos
hinterland but he failed to cap-
ture Abeokuta. As a counterpart
of the British capture of Lagos, the
French in 1863 imposed their “pro-
tection” over the Dahomeyan port
of Porto Novo. An Anglo-French
agreement in 1864 fixed the limits
of their respective spheres of in-
fluence. The protectorate was soon
abandoned by Napoleon Il  but
was re-established in 1882.

Then came the Buropean scram-
ble for African territories. Ger-
man agents also appeared on the
coast of Dahomey. However, by an
agreement
agreed to limit themselves to Togo.
French-British claims were settled
in 1889 when the British surren-
dered Cotonou to France.

The local tribes and particular-
ly the King of Dahomey were in
the dark about the arrangements
between the European powers. In
1889, however, trouble arose bet-
ween the King of Dahomey and the
French protectors (or colonialists).
Severe fighting followed in which
the Amazons played a conspicuous
part, Fierce women soldiers was
something new and Dahomey struck
headlines in the news of the then
world. In October 1890 a treaty was
signed which secured to France

- Porto Novo and Cotonou and to

King Glegle an annual pension
of a mere 800 pounds sterling. Tt
was unlikely that peace on such
shameful terms  would prove
lasting. . '

- King Glegle was succeeded by
King Behanzin in 1889, King
Behanzin in 1892 waged a new
war with France. The Dahomey-
ans were defeated but Behanzin
set fire to his capital and fled
north. He surrendered on 25
January 1894, Thus ended what
was left of the independence of
Dahomey.

On the north, the French penet-
rated to River Niger ; on the west

‘they overlapped the territory claim-

ed by Germany as the hinterland
of Togo. The French struggle with

6
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SPANISH SAHARA

An Algerian paper recently report-.

ed the existence of a liberation mov-
ement in the Spanish Sahara. The
movement is considering armed
struggle to gain independence from

Spain.

in 1885 the Germans

Britain and Germany in this region
forms one of the most interesting
chapters in the story of the en-
slavement  of  Africa. Finally,
France succeeded in securing a
junction between Dahomey and the
other French possessions in West
Africa, but failed to secure any
part of the River Niger.

A Franco-German convention
of 1897 settled the boundary on the
West and the Anglo-French con-

- vention of 1898 defined its borders

in the east with Nigeria.

France thus obtained a foot-
ing in 1863 and by}1898 had spread
its control over the whole area of
present Dabomey.

Since the early centuries of Is-
lam there were Muslims in  the
northern part of present Dahomey
—some were settlers from the stiil
north, others were converts from
Baribas and wother tribes in the
north. But the ferocious Daho-
meyans and other southern tribes
resisted conversion to any other
than their ancestral pagan faiths.
Strange to say that after they lost
their independence there have been
nnmerous conversions of Daho-
meyans to Islam. In spite of huge
missionary.  effort, Christians are
about 10 percent, while Muslims to-
day form 60 per cent of the popu-
lation. '

After the Second World War,
French set up a semi-independent
government in 1947. Internal auto-
my was given in May 1947, In
December 1958 Dahomey became
an independent state within the
French Community. On 1 August

1960 Dahomey proclaimed its com-

plete independence and was admitt-

-ed to the UN on 20 September 1960.

French was the official language
during the colonial period and con-
tinues to be so after independence,

The government machinery is man- g

ned by French educated Christians
and as, during the colonial days,

education was the monopoly of the - §
Christian missionaries, the country &
was and is ruled by the Christian mi- * |
nority, though the majority of the &

population is Muslim.
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1.
. République de I'Azerbaijan

_Etat 1slamique de 'Afghanistan

. République de I'Albanie

_L'Etat des Emirats Arabes Unis

. République de ndonesie

. République d'Ouganda

. Républigue Islamique d'lran

. République lslamique du Pakistan

. L'Etat du Bahrein

, Brunel Darussalam

. Burkina Faso

. République Populaire du Bangladesh
. République du Bénin

. République de Turquie

. République du Tchad

. République de Turkmenistan

. République de Tunisie

. République de Tajikistan

. République GAbonaise

. République de la Gambie

. Républigue Algérienne Damocratique et Populaire
. République Fédérale Istamique des Comores
. République de Djibouti

. Royaume d'Arabie Saoudite

. République du Sénégal

. République du Soudan

. République Arabe Syrienne

. République de Sierra Leone

. République Démocratique de Somalie
. République d'lrag '

. Le Sultanat d'Oman

. République de Guinée

. République de Guinée-Bissau

. L'Etat de Palestine

. République de Kyrgyztan

. L'Etat de Qatar

. République du Cameroun

. L'Etat du Koweit

. République du Liban

. République Arabe Libyenne Soclaliste et Populaire
. République des Maldives

. République du Mali

. Malaisie

. République Arabe d'Egypte

. Royaume du Maroc

. Républiqua Istamique de Mauritanie

. République du Mozambique

. République du Niger

. République Fédarale du Nigéna

. République du Yemen

LISTE DES ETATS MEMBRES ET OBSERVATEURS

DE L'ORGANISATION DE LA CONFERENCE ISL

Royaume Hachémite de Jordanie

AMIQUE

Natiopal Day
25th MAY 1946

2th DECEMBER 1971

9 OCTOBER 1962

15th AUGUST 1971
5th AUGUST 1960

15th AUGUST 1980
29th OCTOBER 1923
11th AUGUST 1960

20th MARCH 1966

17th AUGUST 1960
18th FEBRUARY 1965
3th JULY 1962

27th JUNE 1960

4th AVRIL 1960

18th JANUARY 1956
28th SEPTEMBER 1941
27th APRIL 1961

- 26th JUNE 1960

14 JULY 1958

20th DECEMBER 1951
28th SEPTEMBER 1958
10th SEPTEMBER 1874
13th SEPTEMBER 1893

3 SEPTEMBER 1971
15th JANUARY 1960

19 JUNE 1961

22th NOVEMBER 1943
16th SEPTEMBER 1969

20th JUNE 1980

23th JULY 1952

2th MARCH 1956

28th NOVEMBER 1980
25th JUNE 1975

3th AUGUST 1960
16th QCTCBER 1960
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DAHOMEY (o)

{(Minorité musu/manc) R

Le Dahomey estlimité parle Tugo (W.), la Haute Volta (¢ ), la Nigéria (E).

Administré par un lievtenant-gouverneur, résidant a Porto-Novo, il se
divise en 13 cercles, ‘

sur 167.000 kiloméires careés, il compte 842,137 habitants (1921}, Les prin--
cipales villes sont: Porto-Novo (20.103 hab.), Ouida (11.542), Abomey
(o6t Bjougou (6.730), Cotonou (3.000).

- population se répartit entre les races foas (Dahoméens, 351.000), Yoroub:
(“Jlum, 83.000), fiaribas (100.000), Ps'«le. {42.000) et Dendis (16,000},

e
=

It 'y a que 70.000 musulmans (7 p. 100).

Les Fans sont animistes. 3.000 Yoroubas se sont convertis & UIslam et
formenta Porto-Nove une colonie remuante et turbulente (une mosquée, six
teoles coraniques).

-

Pour le moment, ce n'est que dans le haut pays qu'il y a des majorités locales
mus ulmanes. 3 les Dendis (6000} av bord du Nig ger, convertis au début du
x1x° siécle pan les conquérants peuls da Sckoto: LhCZ eux et alentour vivent
9 .cco marchands  flaowssas, musalmans. Puis les Baribas (ancien royaume du
Bo rgou, chef-lieu Nikki), animistes, dont les chefs seuls sont islamisés {3.500),
mais dont les anciens vassaux, des pasteurs, Peuls (42.000), sont tous musulmans
fery ents; ils ont été émancipds par administration.

On peuts’attendre, sur la cdte, 4 une ex pansion de la poussée ‘musulmane
vepa nt des Yoroubas du Lagos bnunmque qui s’infiltrent actuellement
dans la région de Porto-Novo.

5
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ETUDES SUR L'ISLAM AU DAHOMEY

LIVRE PREMIER

LE BAS DANOMEY

i o -  ar  l k,

CHAPITRE PREMIER

e milieu.

I. — GROUPEMENTS ETHNIQUES.

Le bas Dahomey est ethnographiquement le Dahomey
tout court. C’est Vauterité francaise qui, en créant 'ac-
tuelle colonie de ce mom (décretdu 22 juin 1894), y a com-
pris administrativement tous les territoires qui s’étendaient
au Nord du royaume du Dahomey jusqu’au cours du
moyen Niger. De ce jour-la, il y a eu un haut et un bas
Dahomey.

Le Dahomey primitif signifiait doac: a) le palais d"Abo-
mey (Agbomé}; b) par extension, tout le territoire que
commandait le souverain d’Abomey ; ¢} latissimo sensu,
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There have been many attempts to estimate the
numbers of Mohammedans throughout the world, but few ‘
mad cial stud rica. This conti DI
have ’nd,@:ltj a special study of Adfrica. This continent — Gava e
presented “a difficult problem before 1900, because of the
- - L
ack of a framework of boundaries and the absence for @bwﬁt«f{vfx g\@ orye

arge areas of information of any kind. Travellers, who \\ \\
necessarily went from town to town under the protection sy mﬁs‘&}‘v\ &
(13
of native }\mgs , got an e:\agg.eratcd .vxcw of the — W\ A
problem, and their reports led to unreliable estimates. When L
P il \Q(¢§

actual attempts at couﬁting the numbers were made, B
tremendous difficulty appeared in deciding whether com- e S e X
finities or even individuals were Moslems. '
A © Since 1920, the colonial and national boundaries have
been fairly well ﬁxed. The principal alterations have
been— ‘

a) A small withdrawal of the northern frontier of
Northern Nigeria to give the French a moderately fertile
strip along which to reach Lake Chad.

-b) The annexation by France of 3,000 square miles
of Northeastern Liberia in 1907.

) A number of awkward readjustments with reference
to ‘the allocation of the “Military Territories” and the
creation of Niger Cmony, which are difficalt to allow for
in estimates, C '
d) The division of Haut Sénégal-Niger into Soudan
Francatse and Haut-Volta after the War, |

e) The abolition of Haut-Volta and its mergence with
French Sudan, Niger Colony Ivory Coast and French | NN
Guinea in 1932-—a change which has scarcely been noted |
int the outside world as yst,

} See, for example the remarks of the Director of the 192} gensus in Northern Nx,g:na
n “"Northern Tribes of Nigeria", by (, K. Meck, Vol I, p. 172, Oxlord, 1925,
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M. FATIH ANDI

Lisan-1 Fatih'ten

Miitk-i mevrdsum nedir? Diinya degil kifi bana
Hangi fikr-i bi-siikan fikrim kadar cevlanhdir?

Sin u cindan istesem diinyay1 tecrid eylerim
Feyz-1 tecdidimle millet canly, devlet sanhidir.

Kesti siyt-1 savietim Huonyad'lanin dermanini
Kahramantar! Bag kesin gemsir-i kahrim kanlidir.

Saf-sikdf-1 safderin tinvanhdir her farisim
Her piyadem saf-gikaf-1 safderdn iinvanhdir.

Etmemek miimkiin miidiir dlem teveccith gonlime
Surk u garbin vikif-1 efkin bir Osmanlidir.

Bukn@im her yerde bir vech-i hakikat seyreder
Dide-i Hayder-niglim ol kadar im‘anhdur.

Kegf-i hikmet san‘atimdir, feth-i kigver ddetim
Seyredin asirtmu davélarim burhdnlidir.

Muallim Néci

(Terciimdn-1 Hakikat, nr.1837, 30 Temmuz
1884)

Tahmis
Lisan-1 Fatih'ten

Gergi diinya olmuyor cevlinmma fiishat-nimi
Isterim diinyay1 teshir eylemek ser-ti-be-pa
Elde bir semgir-i kahir, dilde azm-i i*tild
"Miilk-i mevrisum nedir? Diinya degil kifl bana
Hangi fikr-1 bi-siikun fikrim kadar cevlanhdir?"

Sawvetimle diigmin-i dini tehdid eylerim

Norku bilmez askerimle miilkii tezyid eylerim
Bence bir mani® bulunmaz, azmi te'yid eylerini.
"Sdn u candan istesem diinyay: tecrid eylerim
Feyz-i tecdidimle millet canli, devlet sanhdir."

Bir cthangirin tahayyiil eyleyin irfinins

Milletin tirihe yazdirdim uliivv-i sinini

Heybetim mahvetti Kostantinler'in biinyanini
“Kesii siyt-1 savletim Hunyad'larin derménini
Kahramanlar! Bag kesin gsemgir-i kahrim kanhdar."

Taht-1 ili-baht-1 Osméni'ye ¢iktim célisim,
Milletin 1kbal i istikbaline ben hérisim
Diigmenim diinyada olsa hitkmii yoktur, dbisim
“Saf-sikdf-1 safderdn tinvanlidir her farisim
Her piyadem saf-gikif-1 safderdn @invanhdir."

San-1 nusret eyliyor her dem tevecciih génlime ¢
Eyler, etrikge sefer, Riistem tevecciih gonliime |
Eylemigken fike-1 miista’zam tevecciih génlime %

i
“Etmeniek miimkiin miidiir Alem tevecciih gonlime:,

Sark u garbin vikif-1 efkdn bir Osmanlidir."

Az m1 g&rdiin kuvve-i idrikimi ey bi-zaler?
Fikrimi ¢ek intihan mizimna gor Lib u fer

Bir hakikat, gdrmeden kibil midir etsin giizer?
"Baktiftm her yerde bir vech-i hakikat seyreder
Dide-i Hayder-nigdhim ol kadar im‘anlidir.”

Olmuyor farig havarikdan uliivv-i fiiratim

Arz eder u‘ciibeler diinyaya fikr i hastetim

Bak ne kudrettir ki hdizdir onu mahiyyetim:
"Kesf-i hikmet san‘atimdur, feth-i kigver adetim
Seyredin dsfrimt divilanm burhanldir.”

Abdiilkerim Sabit
(Imdadii'l-Midéad, 1303/1885, $.264-266)

Cenet-mekin Fitih Sultan Mehmed
Han Hazretleri Lisdnindan

Gergi cevlingih-1 dsdrim fezd-y1 bi-kerdn
Lakin aksi-y1 emel ondan daha meydanlidir.

Kadrimi i‘1d i¢in fermddedir "ni‘me'l-emir"

Legker-i fethim de "ni‘me’l-ceys” ile fermanlidir.

Séye ser' i miye adl i paye feth-i memleket
Emr-i dinim ganh, devlet canli, seyfim kanhdir.

Hizr-1 tevfikit-1 Rabbéniyye rehberdir miidim
Hem ricitullih iinet kilmaga peyméanhdir.

Tag u ti§im inkiyid u ihtilafa miinhasir
Sarsar-t te'sivr-i adlim (...) cevldanhidir.

Savlet-i glrineme tib-dver olmak miimteni*
Styt-1 satvet-sizim ol vadide gayet sanhdir,

Saf-giken gsemsir-zen tedmir-i hasm-1 din eden
Giziyin-1 nimdirim kahraman Osmanh'dir.

Re's-i engiigt-i isAratimda tevhid-i milel

"LA" gitiirmez nutk u akl-1 hikmetim burhanhdir.

" Ben Ebu'l-feth'im ki feth-i kigvere gahid budur

Ném-1 pikim hagre dek "Fatih" diye Gnvanhdir.
Hamdi Bey
(Risdle-i

1305/26

ubat 1303/¢9 Mait

5 Cemaiziyeldhir
888), 5.48-49)

- {lmi Arastirmalar 5, Istanbul 1997 s .

IMAM BIRGIVi'NIN (929-981H/1523-1573)
BIR MEKTUBU

Ahmet Turan ARSLAN"

1. Girig!

XVI. Asir Osmanh miielliflerinden, Imam Birgivi diye sohret bulmus olan
Mehmed b. Pir Ali'nin eserlerinde goze carpan en bariz ézelliklerden biri onun,
yasadig1 devrin aktiiel meselelerinden bahsetmig olmasidir. Denilebilir ki, onun
kaleminden ¢ikan eserler, o giiniin tartigilan konulari, ¢bziim bekleyen problem-
leri ve insanlarin agiklanmasini istedikleri meseleleri ihtiva etmektedir. Bu itibarla
onun bu mektubu, X VL. yiizyilin sosyal hayatin: -bir kesitini de olsa- yansittigi
icin 6nem tagir. Zira mektupta Sadrazam ve Seyhulislim'in iglerine karigtigr ve
onlarin da bu durumdan rahatsizhk duyduklari kaydedilen Atanllah Efendi've na-
sihatler yer almaktadir. Tarihi ve sosyal olaylarin daha iyi ve daha dogru anlasil-
mast icin artik bu tiir belgelerin negrine ihtiyag duyuldugu da bir vakiadir.

Mektap, Kanini Sultan Stileyman'mn kendisinin ve annesinin Ravza-i Mu-
tahhara'ya vakfettikleri kiymetli egya hakkinda Ebussuiid Efendi'nin, yapilan bu
vakfin caiz olduguna dair verdigi fetvaya reddiye mahiyetindedir. Bu sebeple ol-
malidir ki, mektubun tespit edebildigimiz niishalarindan Siileymaniye Kiitiipha-
nesi Bsad Efendi Boliimiindeki niishasinin bagligt "Reddii'l-Birgivi li fetva Ebi's-
Sufid" seklinde kaydedilmistir.

Ayrica, muhatabi olan zata giitler ve Imam Birgivi'nin bid‘atler konusun-
daki baz1 diistinceleri ile Birgi'deki 6zel durumuna dair kimi bilgiler de bulunmak-
tadir.

Mektubun kime yazildifina dair agik bir kayda rastlayamadik, fakat iginde
yer alan nasihatlerin Ikinci Selim'in hocast olan ve Birgivi ile aralarindaki muhab-
betin derecesi bilinen Ataullah Efendi'nin 6zel durumu ve isleriyle yakindan ilgili
bulunmast bizi, muhitabin Ataullah Efendi oldugu kanaatine sevketti. Ote yandan

*  Dog. Dr., M. U. llahiyat Fakiiltesi.

1 Hayau ve eserleri hakkinda genis bilgi igin bkz: Ahmet Turan Arslan, Imam Birgivi Hayalt,

Eserleri ve Arapga Tedrisatindaki Yeri, Seha Negriyat, Istanbul, 1992.
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LES WANGARA DU NORD-BENIN FACE A L’AVANCEE
DU FONDAMENTALISME : ETUDE COMPARATIVE A PARAKOU
ET DJOUGOU

Denise Brégand*

L’ancien royaume du Borgou, situé au nord de Pactuel Bénin, a été
traversé dés le xv* sidcle, et peut-8tre méme dés le xive, par les pistes du
commerce caravanier reliant Bighu 2 Kano. Ce royaume était dominé par des
chefferies fortes, hiérarchisées, dont le centre se trouvait a Nikki'. Ces chefs
constituaient une classe de guerriers, redoutables pour leurs voisins, grace
auxquels le Borgou n’a jamais été envahi avant la colonisation : ni par les
Askya songhay au XV sigcle, ni par Uthman dan Fodio au début du x1x°. Les
marchands musulmans (les wangara des auteurs arabes) y ont fondé les quar-
tiers appelés Wangara autour du marché et de la mosquée, et les alfa (lettrés
coraniques) qui les accompagnaient ont introduit I’islam. Parakou était une des
étapes caravaniéres dans le royaume du Borgou. Djougou, distante de Parakou
d’une centaine de kilomatres ne faisait pas partie du royaume, mais du méme
espace plus vaste structuré par les pistes. Djougou a connu dans le passé la
prospérité et le prestige lié & la réputation de ses alfu, ce n’est plus le cas
aujourd’hui. Parakou, ville principale de I"actuel département du Borgou avec
cent dix mille habitants, doit son développement a sa situation sur un axe de
communication reliant le port de Cotonou au Niger?.

L’islam a connu dans tout le nord du Bénin une forte progression au
xx¢ siécle. Marty, en 1926, dresse un éiat de I’islamisation, recense les alfa, et
constate que «le groupement de Djougou parait étre le premier en date de cette
région» (p. 185). Il y compte vingt-quaire mosquées, dont douze existaient
déja avant la colonisation. Aujourd’hui, la population de Djougou est en quasi-
totalité musulmane, alors qu’a Parakou, la population est plus hétérogene sur le
plan religieux. Partout I’islam connait une forte expansion, mais il n’y a que

*  Université de Paris VIIL

. Crest le royaume bariba dont les structures politiques ont éé éuudices par Jacques Lomburd
(1965).

2. Les limites du département du Borgou ne sont pas les mémes que celles de F'ancien royaume
bariba. Parakou se situe au terminus de la voie ferrée qui part de Cotonou, et qui fut achevée en 1937.
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ETUDES SUR L'ISLAM AU DAHOMEY (1)

(Suite.)

LIVRE PREMIER. — LE BAS-DAHOMEY
CiariTRE I]. — La Communauté islamigue.

Iy H. ~ 1o Cercle de Porto-Novo (Suite).
On projeta alors d’alterner les services cultuels 3 la mos-

quée, soit le méme vendredi, chaque groupe présidé par

son imam opérant successivement ; soit par vendredis

alternés. '

: Ce dernier projet, accepté avec enthousiasme par les

- deux groupes, fut sur le point de réussir, mais il échoua

“ surla question de savoir qui commencerait le premier

.vendredi. Tous deux en voulajent honneur, et aucun

d’eux nevouluts’en remettre au jugement d’Allah, c’est-a-

-~ dire au sort.

Bref, ilfallut pour le momentrenoncer 4 I’espoir de récon-
cilier les musulmans de Porto-Nove sur la question de
Pimamat.

Celle de la mosquée fut facile & résoudre. Egalement mé-
fiants I'un de l'autre, mais également confiants dans I'au-
torité francaise, les deux groupes acceptérent de confier
fonds et matériaux au Commandant de cercle, pour qu’il
pat lui-méme diriger seul et sans compromission la fin des
travaux. Cette solution a été toutefois écartéa, car si 'admi-
nistration, désireuse de mettre fin au conflit, pouvait i la

(1) Voir R. M. M., vol, LX, p. 109-188.
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LlVRE 1

LE HAUT DAHOMEY

CHAPITRE PREMIER

e milieu.

Une chaine de petites collines, de peu d’importance, $€
détachant des monts de I’Atacora €l atteignant la frontiére
de la Nigéria, & Nikki, partage e Haut-Dahomey en
deux bassins : Atlantique et Nigérien. o

Au sud de cescollines, prennent naissance tous les cours

d’eau qui vont constituer POuémé et son affluent princi-
pal I'Okpa. Ce grand plateau, qui descend en pente douce
vers la forét, est actuellement divisé enl trois cercles : I'Ata-
cora {chef-lieu Natitengpu), le Djougou (chef-lieu Djou-
gou ; le Borgou (chef-lie\i Parakou).
" Au nord des collines qui constituent cette ligne de par-
tage des eaux, toutes les rivieres: Mékrou, Alibory, Bouly,
vont d’un cours presque direct au moyen Niger. C'est un
plateau assez riche, s’abaissant aussi en pentes douces
vers le grand fleuve, mais marqué, en arrivant dans la
plaine du Niger, par un ressaut assez brusque, que fran-
chissent péniblement les cours d’eau et qui coupe facheu-
sement la navigation. Il constitue administrativement le
vaste cercle du Moyen Niger (chef-liew Kandij.

o Mok o o a7 — g2 amanded
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312 Nehemia Levtzion

mercenaries—Zaberma, Hausa and Fulani cavalry—to strengthen his power
against the divisional chiefs. After his death (in the 1870’s) there was a
reaction against his reforms, and all his successors except two have not
been Moslems.?”

Since the First World War the process of islamization among the
Kotokoli has accelerated. Many young men went to the Gold Coast, and
most of them came back Moslems. At home these new Moslems propa-
gated Islam among their families and neighbors. It was this process of
conversion and not a decree by a chief which contributed to the integra-
tion of the old Moslem families. Islam ceased to be identified with
strangers, The present paramount chief of the Kotokoli, Al-hajj Yusuf
Aveva is a devoted Moslem. He has delegated all the ritual duties of the
chief which are incompatible with Islam to his uncle.

South of Kotokoli, Moslems can be found in almost every town. All the
Moslems in the south are strangers, mainly Hausa and Yoruba, who came
to Togo during the colonial period.

ISLAM IN DAHOMEY

Dahomey stretches up to the north further than Togo and Ghana. In
the northeast corner of Dahomey is the land of the Dendi, with its center
in Ilo and Gaya (two important towns on the trade route from Hausa to
Salaga). The Dendi were once part of the Songhai Empire, but at that
early period they kept themselves up the Niger, near Niamey. They
migrated to their present habitation in the eightecenth century. They are
now mixed with groups which had been in that region before the arrival
of the Dendi, and with others who came later.

The Dendi had been islamized for a long time, probably since the time
of the Askiyas of Songhai. Their Islam may have weakened during the
centuries, but it had its regeneration under the impact of the Fulani
jithad of Sokoto, which is in close communication with Ilo and Gaya.
The Dendi played an important role in the spread of Islam in the other
parts of northern Dahomey.

Borgu is the central native state in northern Dahomey. At the begin-
ning of the sixteenth century Borgu defeated an attack by the islamized
Songhai Empire. It thus shared with the Mossi the reputation of being
“arch-pagans.” Indeed, the Dendi call the people of Borgu bariba, infidels.

The Borgu did not welcome the Songhai invaders and did not embrace
Islam voluntarily. Nevertheless, their country has not remained sealed
against Moslem immigrants and Islamic influences. Trade routes from
Hausa to Salaga passed through Borgu. Nikki, the capital of Borgu, had
a Moslem section called Maluwa. As in other states under similar Islamic
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influence, the chief of Borgu has not been regarded as a Moslem, but not
as a complete pagan either. The imam took part in the major court
ceremonies, such as the funeral of a chief and the investiture of a new
chicf. It could be suggested that at the end of the nineteenth century the
imam of Nikki had some political influence. In 1894 Captain Lugard
signed a treaty with the imam, mistaking him for the real sovereign. This
mistake cost the British the loss of Borgu, as their treaty turned out to be
invalid compared with the treaty which the French signed with the chief .
a short time later. ‘

Fulani herdsmen are found in Borgu in great numbers. Many Borgu
villages have a Fulani village attached to them. Fulani herdsmen are
spread in other parts of the area covered in this chapter, notably among
the Kotokoli. But, though Moslems, these Fulani have not been important
in propagating Islam either in Borgu or elsewhere.

The Moslem community of Parakou (at present the main town in
northern Dahomey) was founded by Hausa traders, known in that region
as Gambari. Other Moslems from various tribal groups, but mainly
Dendi, came later. The Moslem community of Parakou prospered and
at one time was even practically autonomous toward the Borgu chief.

In Djougou, as in Parakou, the town has a majority of Moslems, but
the political authority rests with a non-Moslem chief. Djougou is situated
on an important trade route from Hausa to Salaga. Djougou was founded
at the time when this trade route gained its importance in the first half
of the eighteenth century. Djougou had originally been two towns: Kilir,
the town of the chiefs, and Wangara, the town of the Moslems. Though
they belong to a number of tribal groups (Dendi, Hausa, Fulani, Borgu,
etc.), the Moslems of Djougou are generally called Dendi.?®

The Dendi spread from their center near the Niger throughout the
North of Dahomey and now form a considerable part of every Moslem
community. But their cultural influence even exceeded their proportion
among the Moslems. Dendi became the lingua franca of the Moslems in
northern Dahomey. Hence, the term “Dendi” has become identical with
“a Moslem.” A native of Borgu is called Bariba if he is a pagan, but
when he becomes Moslem he is called Dendi.

In the South of Dahomey, Islam developed in the nineteenth century
among three groups:**

(a) The Yoruba of Dahomey are known as Nago. The islamization of
the Nago is part of the process of the islamization of the Yoruba in
western Nigeria and will be discussed elsewhere.

(8) The kingdom of Dahomey had a similar role to that of Ashanti
in Ghana. The slave trade prospered on the coast of Dahomey even after
it had been outlawed along the West African coast. Hausa traders fre-
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Africa from the Sixteenth to the Eighteenth Century

separation as more than 5000 years, which indicates the stability of the
language communities in the region. Separation times for dialect clusters
within the Tjo group itself, between the Central and Eastern Delta, for
example, have been estimated at 1-2000 years. A similar estimate of 2000
years is made for Yoruba and the related language, Igala.

The long continuities in this region's history should be borne in mind
when evaluating the changes supposedly induced by the arrival of Euro-
peans on the Atlantic coast from the end of the fifteenth century. It may
be noted that the predominant influence of developments in the savannah
_and the hinterland on this region was only cqualled over a long period and
only recently superseded by the influences of the Furopean impact from
the coast.

The sixteenth century was the beginning of Europcan activity of any
significance in the Bights of Benin and Bonny. The Portuguese reached
Benin in 1486 and established relations with the Oba of Benin. They also
established commercial relations at various points all along the coast.
During the following centuries European activity on the coast began to
change the direction of trade from north to south, and the coast gradually
became the major origin of stimuli to change.

The overseas slave trade was the obvious focus of Furopean activity
from the sixteenth to the eighteenth century. The region covered in this
study was one of the main markets for slaves on the West African coast.
Some states, such as the Kingdom of Dahomey, derived great impetus for
their formation and growth from the trade. The development of others,
from the Niger Delta to the Cameroon, was influenced by the profits to be
derived from it. Other communities, especially those organized in non-
state forms, tended to be the victims of slave-raids and to constitute supply
sources. In one way or other, every community was affected by the
disruptions, depopulation and changes induced by the overscas slave
trade.

During this period, the main impact of the slave trade was to draw the
communities into the world economy as suppliers of slaves for work in the
American plantations. The increase in the local slave supply led to social
and political changes within the communities. The arrival of forced African
migrants in the Americas also created additional forces for change in the
New World. But in the oral traditions of the communities, what emerges
is the effect of the trade on the fortunes of local lincages, groups or
dynasties.

The Fon kingdom of Dahomey

The political development of the Kingdom of Dahomey and of the neigh-
bouring states of Allada, Whydah, Popo, and Jakin was largely related to
the activities of the European slave-traders on the coast, and to the influence
of the Yoruba kingdom of Qyo to the north-cast. According to a study of

436

Fon and Yoruba: the Niger Delta and the Gameroon

PLATE 15.1  Fiftcenth- or sixteenth-century commemorative head from Benin, Nigeria, cast
in bronze and ilaid with iron. Height: 22 cm

this area by Akinjogbin,? developments before the early nineteenth century
relate closely to the effects of the slave trade and the attempts by Qyo to
impose its authority.

The traditional institutions of the small communities and states of the
area were weakened by the introduction of the slave trade and, by the end
of the seventeenth century, a political vacuum had been created. It was at
this point that the founders of the Kingdom of Dahomey re-established
order by fashioning a new form of political organization out of various
groups of Aja peoples comprising Egun (Gun), Fon, Arada and others
from the southern part of the modern Republic of Benin. By 1700 Dahomey
had become a major power in the area. Between 1724 and 1727 its ruler,
Agaja, embarked on a conquest of the small but older states surrounding

2. L A, Akinjogbin, 1967, p. ix and 1976.
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Gezo
ou les dernieres grandes heures
du royaume d’Abomey

I Y Y
A i;,\zg \hgf RN

En 1818, le Dahomey (ou, plus
srécisément, le royaume d’Abomey), limité
1u nord par le pays Mabhi, a Pouest par les
slaines de la Volta et les confins du pays
Ashanti, et a est par les riviéres et lagunes
u pays Egba qui débouchaient sur la cité
voisine et concurrente de Lagos, n’avait
juére varié depuis que, un siecle
iuparavant, par la conquéte du royaume
s6tier de Ouidah, le grand roi Agadja
‘1708-1740) avait jeté les bases de la
yocation atlantique et de Pavenir négrier
ju pays Fon.

Le roy'aume sortait néanmoins d’une
crise profonde, étatique et économique. Au
cours de son long régne (1818-1858),
"habileté et le sens politique de Gezo, dont
la figure domine incontestablement le
siécle, allaient déterminer une reprise sans
précédent d’expansion et de prospérité. 1l
sut imposer 'indépendance de son pays, le
triomphe du pouvoir monarchique a base
territoriale sur les forces centrifuges des
chefs lignagers traditionnels et le
renouveau de la vie économique par l'in-
novation déterminante du commerce de
'huile de palme, appelé a pallier le déclin
de la traite dans la deuxiéme moitié du
siecle.

Monopole toyal depuis la fin du
XVIIT siécle et fondement de la prospérité
du royaume, le commerce des esclaves
était alors animé, tout le long de la céte,
par une catégorie sociale dynamique de
négociants créoles — sorte d’aristocratie
noire teintée d’occidentalisme, composée, a
cdté de quelques notables autochtones, de
métis ayant fait souche dans le pays et sur-
tout de <« Brésiliens™>, ainsi dénommés
d’aprés leur origine et 'usage de la langue,
puisqu’il s’agissait d’anciens esclaves,
souvent d’origine yoruba ou mahi, revenus
au pays a la suite de mesures partielles de

1
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libération outre-Atlantique. Installés a

Ouidah, Grand-Popo, Agoué ou Porto-

Novo, avertis de par leur passé et les liens
conservés outre-mer des conditions de la
traite, ces émigrants jouérent au XIX®
siécle un rdle de premier plan; enrichis par
les affaires, rompus aux techniques
européennes et habitués au genre de vie oc-
cidental, ils intervenaient dans la vie politi-
que locale, conseillaient les rois et leur con-
sentaient des préts!.

Tel fut & Quidah, au tournant du
XIXe siécle, le fameux Francisco Felix da
Souza. Ftait-il européen ou métis? Tou-
jours est-il qu'il avait d’abord été employé
au fort portugais avant de s’établir & son
compte, essaimant ses affaires de Badagry
4 Petit-Popo. Et Ialliance entre le futur roi
Gezo — champion d’une monarchie forte &
Pintérieur comme & ’extérieur — et Fran-
cisco da Souza — protecteur des intéréts
économiques liés au commerce atlantique
— allait contribuer a forger la grandeur
d’un Etat rénové, dont loriginalité rend
compte, encore aujourd’hui, de la vitalité
du sentiment national dahoméen enraciné
dans son passé.

Les origines

Le souverain précédent, Adandozan,
qui régnait depuis 1797, s’était d’abord
montré incapable de remédier a la
dépression de longue durée dont souffrait
le commerce extérieur, a la suite de la
révolution américaine puis de la politique
de blocus maritime des guerres
napoléoniennes qui avaient désorganisé la
traite dans la mer des Caraibes?. Certes, le
roi avait déja cherché une alternative a la
traite dans le développement de la

1. Cf. P. Yerger. Voir bibliographie.
2. Cf. LA.A. Kinjogbin. Voir bibliographie.
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420 Czechoslovakia

State
Library

tinii have international reputations, and their works are
often played in the annual spring music festival in
Prague. In addition, jazz and related musical forms, and
their performers, are also very popular, as is folk music.

Czechoslovak motion pictures are poted for their deli-
cate and sympathetic treatments of basic human situa-
tions. In fact, modern Czechoslovak literary, theatrical,
and film creations are all characterized by an interest in
everyday life combined with the application of new forms
of expression. A notable example of this has been the
continued success of the combination of film, ballet, and
theatrs known as Laterna magica, which first attracted
international attention at the world expositions in Brus-
sels (1958) and Montreal (1967).

Fine, applied, and popular arts. In painting and in
sculpture, abstract schools have made themselves felt,
but Realism generally prevails. One of the best known
painters before independence was Josef Ménes, and after
his time Alphonse (Czech Alfons) Mucha gained world
renown, as did the half-Czech Oskar Kokoschka. The
glass designer and sculptor René Roubitek is also world
renowned in his restricted field. In the applied arts, the
manufacture of glass ornaments, the traditional north
Rohemian costume jewelry, and toys is probably best
known. Popular art has been preserved above all in use-
ful objects in ceramics and wood; embroideries and tradi-
tional costumes are now of less importance.

Libraries and museums. The largest library is the State
Library of the Czech Socialist Republic in Prague, created
in 1958 by merger of several older libraries (one of
which, the University Library, was founded in 1348); its
collections include 4,600,000 volumes. The National
Museum Library, also in Prague and founded in 1318,
has about 2,400,000 volumes. Other major collections
are in the Slovak National Library in Martin (2,040,000
volumes), the Slovak Technical Library of Bratislava
(1,100,000), and the university libraries in Bratislava and
Brno (1,330,000 and 2,390,000, respectively). Public lend-
ing libraries are found in every community.

Among the many museums, in both Prague and the
provinces, may be mentioned three in Prague: the Na-
tional Museum {founded 1818), the National Gallery
(1796), and the Museum of Decorative Arts (1885), the
last housing one of the world's largest glass collections.

The media of mass communication. Among the nearly
1,200 varied periodicals published in Czechoslovakia,
there are only about 30 newspapers, the leader of which
is the Xs€ organ Rudé Prdvo. The national television net-
work reaches the whole country. Haif of the programs
are devoted to music and a quarter to news and reportage.

PROSPECTS

Czechoslovakia, a rather small country situated in the
centre of Europe, is characterized by a great internal
variation, a fact that Czechoslovaks feel justifies the
words of the national anthem, which claim that the coun-
try is “a paradise to look at.” Complicated natural ¢on-
ditions, limited resources of raw materials, and a land-
locked position are reflected in the natiomal character,
demography, and economy. Czechs and Slovaks entered
the modern period as peoples without a large noble class
and’ higher social order, and subsequent developments
have made them cosmopolitan, with social consciousness
and a strong democratic spirit. Their prospects centre on
the intensification and modernization of the national
economy, but also important are the improvement of
surviving backward areas and the smoothing out of re-
gional differences.

BIBLIOGRAPHY. The literature on Czechoslovakia is pre-
dominantly written in Czech, Foreign sources are often out
of date, but competent works with sections on Czechoslo-
vakia include », GEORGE and H., SMOTKINE, Les Républiques
socialistes d’'Europe centrale (1967); AF.A MUTTON, Central
Europe: A Regional and Human Geography, 2nd ed, (1968);
R.H. OSBORNE, East Central Europe; A Geographical Intro-
duction to Seven Socialist States (1967}, N.J.G. POUNDS,
Eastern Europe (1969), and R.E.H. MELLOR, Eastern Europe:
A Geography of the Comecon Countries (1975), all dstailed
works, Regional geographies include M. BLAZEK, Okonomische
Geographie der Tschechoslowakischen Republik, in German

(1959; also pub, in Russian, 1960); J. DEMEK ef al., Geog-
raphy of Crechoslovakia (1971); V. HAUFLER, Changes in
the Geographical Distribution of Population in Czechoslo-
vakia (1966), and v. HAUFLER et al., Crechoslovakia: Land
and People (1968); population data are in WORLD POPULATION
veaR, La Population de la Tchécoslovaquie (1974), and de-
tailed analysis in the official ¥yvoj spolelnosti CSSR, based
on the 1970 census figures; detailed information may also be
found in English in the Atlas Ceskoslovenské socialistické
republiky (1966); M. BLAZEK, Ekonromickd geografia CSSR
(1964); Prirulni slovaik nauény, vol. 1, pp. 389-462 (1962),
a concise encyclopaedia; and in the Statistical Yearbook of
the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic (annual).

(M.BL/RH.O./Ed.)
Dahomey

The Republic of Dahomey—which in 1975 was renamed
People’s Republic of Benin—is one of the smaller inde-
pendent states of West Africa. With an area of 43,500
square miles (112,600 square kilometres), it consists of
a long wedge of territory extending for about 420 miles
(675 kilometres) from the Niger River, which forms part
of its northern frontier, to the Atlantic Ocean in the
south, on which it has a 78-mile (123-kilometre) sca-
board. Its population, estimated to be 3,100,000 in 1975,
is composed of a variety of ethnic groups, the largest of
which is composed of Fon, or Dahomean, people, num-
bering about 830,000 (1969 estimate). Dahomey is
bounded to the west by Togo, to the northwest by Upper
Volta, to the northeast by Niger, to the east by Nigeria,
and to the south by the Atlantic Ocean. The capital is
Porto-Novo (population, according to 1972 estimate,
100,000). Cotonou is the de facto capital.

A former French colony, which gained its independence
in 1960, Dahomey has diverse and distinctive cultural
heritages. Today it is composed of a somewhat uneasy
grouping of ancient kingdoms or chiefly states that were
formerly at war with one another; one of these stafes,
Dan-Homé (“On the Stomach of Dan,” D4, or Dan, being
a conquered 17th-century kinglet), gave its name to the
entire country. It was this kingdom, which had its capital
at Abomey, that was renowned for its Anazon warriors
— an elite corps of women soldiers who fought in the
armies of the king of Abomey. The name Benin was that
of a major West African state of earlier times.

Modern Dahomey has been characterized by political -

instability; there were eight changes of government and
four military coups in the first decade of independence
alene. The economy is dependent upon palm oil—which,
along with palm kernels and products, accounts for two-
fifths of the value of all exports—and upon aid, primarily
from France. The discovery of offshore oil has raised
hopes for a new source of national income. The economy
was strengthened by the opening of an artificial deep-
water harbour at Cotonou in 1965, a port that is now
the commercial capital and largest city in the country
(population estimated to be 175,000 in 1972). (For cov-
erage of an associated physical feature, see NIGER RIVER;
for historical aspects, see WEST AFRICA, HISTORY OF.)

'The landscape, Relief. Dahomey consists of five natu-
ral regions—a coastal region, the barre country, the Da-
homeyan plateaus, the Atacora Massif, and the Niger
plains.

The coastal region is low, flat, and sandy, backed by
lagoons. It forms, in effect, a long sandbar on which grow
clumps of coconut palms; the lagoons are narrower in
the western part of the country and wider in the east, and
some are interconnected. In the west the Grand-Popo
Lagoon extends into neighbouring Togo, while in the east
the Porto-Movo Lagoon provides a natural waterway t0
the port of Lagos, Nigeria, although its use is discouraged
by the political boundary. Only at Grand-Popo and at
Cotonou do the lagoons have outlets to the sea. The out-
let at Grand-Popo is known as the Bouche du Roi
(“King’s Mouth”), a Franch corruption of the Portuguese
name, Bocco de Rio (“River Mouth”).

Behind the coastal region occurs the barre country—
the word being a French adaptation of the Portuguesé
word barro (“clay”). A fertile clay plateau, the barré
region contains the Lama Depression, a vast swampy
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There are many tribes and negro kings
here, and also communities which are
partly mohammedan and partly heathen.
These are constantly making war among
themselves. The kings are worshipped by
their subjects, who believe that they come
from heaven, and speak of them always
with great reverence, at a distance and on
bended kneess Great ceremony surrounds
them, and many of these kings never al-
low themselves to be seen eating, so as not
to destroy the belief of their subjects that
they can live without food. They worship
the sun, and believe that spirits are im-
mortal, and that after death they go to the
sun., Among others, there is in the king-
dom of Benin an ancient cusiom, ob-
served to the present day, that when the
king dies, the people all assemble in a
large field, in the centre of which is a very
deep well, wider at the bottom than at the
mouth. They cast the body of the dead
king into this well, and all his friends and
servants gather round, and those who are
judged to have been most dear to and fa-
voured by the king (this includes not a
few, as all are anxious for the honour)
voluntarily go down to keep him com-
pany. When they have done so, the peo-
ple place a great stone over the mouth of
the well, and remain by it day and night.
On the second day, a few deputies remove
the stone, and ask those below what they
know, and if any of them have already
gone to serve the king; and the reply is,
No. On the third day, the same question
is asked; and some-one then replies that
so-and-so, mentioning a name, has been

the first to go, and so-and-so the second. ’

It is considered highly praiseworthy to be
the first, and he is spoken of with the
greatest admiration by all the people, and
considered happy and blessed. After four
or five days all these unfortunate people
die. When this is apparent to those above,
since none reply to-their questions, they
inform their new king; who causes a great
fire to be lit near the well, where numer-
ous animals are roasted. These are given
to the people to eat, and he with great

The Guinea Coast

ceremony is declared to be the true king,
and takes the oath to govern well.

The negroes of Guinea and Benin are
very haphazard in their habits of eating.
They have no set times for meals, and eat
and drink four or five times a day, drink-
ing water, or a wine which they distil from
paims. They have no hair except for a few
bristly strands on top of the head, and
none grows; and the rest of the bodies are
completely hairless. They live for the best
part of 100 years, and are always vigor-
ous, except at certain times of the year
when they become very weak, as if they
had fever. They are then bled, and
recover, having a great deal of blood in
their system. Some of the negroes in this
country are so superstitious that they
worship the first object they see on the
day of recovery. A kind of plant called
melegete, very like the sorgum of Italia,
but in favour like pepper, grows on this
coasi. A kind of pepper also grows here,
which is very strong, double the strength
of the pepper of Calicut, and which be-
cause it has a small stem attached to it,
is called by us Portoghesi pimienta dal
rabo, that is, pepper with a tail. It is very
like cubeb in shape, but has such a strong
fiavour that an ounce of it has the same
effect as half a pound of common pepper;
and as it is forbidden, there are heavy
penalties for gathering it on this coast.?
There is, nevertheless, a secret trade in it,
and as it is sold in Inghilterra {England]
at double the price of common pepper,
our king, feeling that it would ruin trade
in the larger quantity [of common pepper]
which is taken every year from Calicut,
decided that none should be allowed to
trade in it. They also grow certain bushes
with stems as long as beans, with seeds
inside, which have no flavour; but the
stem, when chewed, has a delicate ginger
flavour. The negroes call them unias, and
use them, together with the said pepper,
when they eat fish, of which they are very

2 King Manuel forbed the trade in Benin pepper in
1506.
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John Barbot

fond. The soap made of ashes and palm
oil, also forbidden by the said king, is very
effective in whitening the hands, and so
also is cloth made of flax, which is com-
monly used as soap.

All the coast, as far as the kingdom of
Manicongo, is divided into two parts,
which are leased [to European traders
—ed.] every four or five years to whoever
makes the best offer, that is, to be able to
go to contract in those lands and ports,
and those in this business are called con-
tractors, though among us they would be
known as appaltadori, and their deputies,
and no others may approach and land on
this shore, or even buy or sell. Great
caravans of negroes come here, bringing
gold and slaves for sale. Some of the
slaves have been captured in battle, others
are sent by their parents, who think they
are doing their children the best service
in the world by sending them to be sold
in this way to other lands where there is
an abundance of provisions. They arc
brought as naked as they are born, both
males and females, except for a sheepskin
cloth; and they have glass rosaries of var-
ious colours, and articles made of glass,
copper, brass, and cotton cloths of differ-
ent colours, and other similar things used
throughout Ethiopia. These contractors
take the slaves to the island of San Jacobo,
where they are bought by merchant cap-
tains from various countries and prov-

23 JOHN BARBOT
BENIN

inces, chiefly from the Spanish Indies.
These give their merchandise in exchange
and always wish to have the same number
of male and fernale slaves, because other-
wise they do not get good service from
them. During the voyage, they separate
the men from the women, putting the men
below the deck and the women above,
where they cannot see when the men are
given food; because otherwise the women
would do nothing but look at them. Re-
garding these negroes, our king has had
a castle built on the said coast, at Mina,
6 degrees north of the equator, where
none but his servants are allowed to live;
and large numbers of negroes come to this
place with grains of gold, which they have
found in the river beds and sand, and bar-
gain with these servants, taking various
objects from them in exchange; princi-
pally glass necklaces or rosaries, and an-
other kind made of a blue stone, not lapis
lazuli, but another stone which our king
causes to be brought from Manicongo,
where it is found. These rosaries are in
the form of necklaces, and are called
coral; and a quantity of gold is given in
exchange for them, as they are greatly

valued by all the negroes. They wear

them round their necks as a charm against
spirits, but some wear necklaces of glass,
which are very similar, but which will not
bear the heat of fire.

Jokn Barbot was an employee of English and Frenck trading companies who made at least
Iwo vopages 1o West Africa between 1678 and 1682. He wrote the following account in
French in 1682 and translated it into English: much of his material was derived from his
Jjournal of a voyage that began at La Rochelle, France, on October 22, 16 78. At the time
Barbot visited the Guinea Coast, the kingdom of Benin was one of the most powerful and
effectively organized states of West Africa and was a center of the slave trade.

From John Barbot, An Abstract of a Yayage to Congo River, or the Zair, and 1o Cabinde. in the Year 1700, in
Awnsham and John Churchill, 4 Collection of Voyages and Travels (London: Henry Linton and John Osborn,

1746}, V, Jo7-370.
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The Republic Of Dahomey

AHOMEY is an independent country in West Africa. It is bounded
D south by the Guif of Guinea, east by Nigeria, north by the Niger and
Upper Volta, and west by the Togo. It has a coast line of only 75 miles.
As far as 92 N. latitude, the width of the country is no greater than the coast-
line. From this point, the country broadens out both eastward and west-
ward, attaining a maximum width of 200 miles. It includes the western part
of Borgu, and reaches the Niger at a spot a little above Illo. Its greatest
length from north to south is 430 miles.

The inhabitants of the coast region are of pure negro stock. The Dahomi,
who inhabit the central part of the country, form one of the eighteen
closely-allied clans occupying the country between the Volta and Porto
Novo, and form their common tongue known as the Ewe-speaking tribes. In
their own tongue, the Dahomi are called “Fon” or “Jejes”, They are tall,
well-built, proud, reserved, polite, warlike and good traders. The Mina of
Popos are noted for their skill as surfmen. Porto Nowvo is inhabited by a
tribe called Nago, which speaks a Yoruba dialect. In Whydah and other
coust-towns are many Mulattos, speaking Portuguese. In the north, the in-
habitants—Mabi, Bariba, Gurmai—are also of negro stock. Settled among
them are the Muslim communities of Fula and Hausa. There are many
Mouslims in the northern districts, but the Mahi and Dahomi proper are
mostly fetish worshippers, : :

Cotonou, the capital, is the starting point of a railway to the Niger.
Porto Novo, the chief port and the chief business centre, is on the nor-
thern side of the lagoon of the same name and twenty miles north-east of
Colonou by water. [t contains numerous churches and mosques. Whydah,
{wenty-three miles west of Cotonou, is an old town. In consequence of
the thousands of orange and citron trees, which adorn it, Whydah is called
““‘the garden of Dahomey™”. West of Whydah, on the coast and near the
frontier of Togoland, is the trading town of Grand Popo. Inland in
Dahomey proper arc Abomey—the ancient capital—Allada, Kana (formerly
the burial place of the kings of Dahomsy), and Dogba. In the hinterland
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The Republic of Dahomey

are Carnotville, Nikki and Paraku, Borgu town and Garu on the right
bank of the Niger.

The former French colony of Dahomey was administered by a French
governor assisted by a council. It was divided into twelve “circles™ or
provinces, Over each “circle” was an administrator with extensive powers.
In general, the administrative system was the same as that for all the former
colonies of French West Africa.

The history of Dahomey begins about the commencement of the seven-
teenth century. At that period, the country, now known as Dahomey, was
included in the extensive kingdom of ““Allada” or “Ardrah”, of which the
capital was the present town of Allada on the road from Whydah to
Abomey. Allada became dismembered on the death of the reigning so-
vereign, and three separate kingdoms were constituted under his three sons.
One State was formed by one brother round the old capital of Allada, and
retained the name of Allada or Ardrah; another brother migrated to the
east and formed a State known under the name of Porto Novo; while the
third brother, Takudonu, travelled northwards, and, after some vicissitudes,
established the kingdom of Dahomey. About 1724-28, Dahomey, having
become a powerful State, invaded and conquered successively Allada and
Whydah.

King Gezo asocended the throne about 1818, and, during a reign of forty
years, raised the power of Dahomey to its highest pitch, extending greatly
the border of his kingdom to the north. He boasted of having first organised
the “Amazons”, a force of women to whom he attributed his successes.

In 1851, Gezo attacked Abeokuta in the Yoruba country and the centre
of the Egba power, but was beaten back. In the same year, the king signed a
commercial treaty with France. The French “fort” at Whydah was built in
the seventeenth century, and in 1842 made over to a French mercantile
house. Portugal, England and Brazil also had “forts” at Whydah. In 1858,
Gezo died.

Gezo was succeeded by his son, Glegle (or Gelele), whose attacks on the
neighbouring States and his anti-Christian behaviour involved him in diffi-
culties with Britain and France. Tt was, as Lord Russell then said, to check
“‘the aggressive spirit of the king of Dahomey” that England, in 1861, an-
nexed the island of Lagos (now the federal capital of Nigeria). Nevertheless,
in the following year, Glegle captured Ishagga and, in 1864, unsuccessfully
attacked Abeokuta—both towns in the Lagos hinterland.

In 1863, a step was taken by France, which was the counterpart of the
British annexation of Lagos. The kingdom of Porto Novo accepted a French
protectorate, and an Anglo-French agreement of 1864 fixed its boundaries.
This protectorate was, soon afterwards, abandoned by Napoleon 111, but
was re-established in 1882.

At this period, the rivalry of European powers for possessions in Africa
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community. They thereforesent their Imam Sa®td to Kong, which had become a
centre of Islamic learning directed largely by sharkhs of the Saghanughu clan,
Imam Sa‘id returned as a nuyjaddid, 2 *“Renewer’, and reinvigorated Islam in Wa.

The chiefs of Wa, as elsewhere in the Volta states, held the balance between
Muslims and non-Muslims. During the second half of the 1g century Ap {an
1267-1317), they became strongly subjected to Islamic influences. Despite this,
not all of them became Muslims. In Wa, as among the northern Mossi, this
seems to have remained matter of personal choice; conversion 1o Islam was
certainly not expected of them.

Borgu and Zabarma

To the east of the Mossi states lies Borgu, the country of the Ibariba people.
They are ol Mande origin and developed a number of centralised states ~ Bussa,
Hlo, Nikki and Wawa - as a result of their involvement in the long-distance
trade passing through Borgu into the Volta region. Like the northern Mossi, the
Ibaribas were bitter enemies of the Songhay empire. In g63/1555-6 Askiya
Dawud devastated Bussa but the Ibaribas were not converted to Islam. They
resisted all subsequent attempts to win them over. The story goes that at one
time certain Muslims persuaded the chicf to pray three times a year. He later
recanted and from then on defied Tslam by beating drums. This the Ibaribas
continue to do every year at the appearance of the first moon of Ramadan, the
month of the [slamic fast. Even so, individual Ibaribas did convert under the
influence ol Muslim traders passing through Borgu. These Borgu Muslims
speak the Dendi dialect of Songhay, a fact that suggeses they may have been
converted in the first instance by Wangarawa from the Songhay empire,
Indeed, some are no doubt descended {from Wangarawa who sceeded in Borgu.
Because they speak the Dendi dialect, the Hausas call them "Dendawa’ and
this seems the most convenient way (o veler to them, Communities of these
Dendawa Muslims then grew up along the caravan routes leading to Gonja. In
due course Borgu society became divided into two classes - Dendawa Muslims
and non-Muslim Ibaribas. They remained largely separate and the Ibaribas
retained their suspicion of Islam right up to and bevond 12201806, when
Borgu was attacked by the Fulani jihadists.

Like the Yorubas, the Gobirawa and the Kwararalas, the Ibaribas have
had alegend of origin thrust upon them that identifies them not with a Mushim
hero, but with a wicked, non-Muslim, arch-enemy ol the Prophet. He is Kisra,
the emperor of the Zoroastrian Persians, who is said w0 have led them out of
Arabia, across the Niger, to Borgu. This legend, too, hias been interpreted as a
deliberate expression of Ibariba hostility to, and rejection of, Islam. Like the
Lamurudu legend of the Yorubas and Gobirawa and that of the Kwararalas, it
certainly came in the first instance from classical Arabic literature, not from the
Ibaribas® own folk hterature. The most probuble source is the Sa, the
‘Biography™ of the Prophet Mulummad; it must therelore have been for-
mulated by Muslim literates, probably Dendawa. Their reason must surely
have been to account for the infidelity of the Ibaribas among whom they lived.
Once the story had taken root, the Ibaribas accepted it, not because it expressed
their hostility to Islam, but simply because it was a good story. Then, various
versions of the legend emerged, according to which Kisra, or certain members
of his family or one or other of his followers. became the founder of towns in

126

Las

o T~ !
1
&2

[SLAM IN THE VOLTA TO ¢ 126771850

Borgu, such as Bussa, Nikkiand so on. Ltisclear thu_l the purpose ol cach of these
versions was (o establisi Uie seniority of the place in question over other Borgu
towns and kingdoms. ‘The legend thus became a uselul means of expressing
political and dynastic rivalries and local patriotism and this probably accounts
for its survival. 7

North-west of Borgu lies the country of the Zabarmawa or Jerma people,
also organised in family-and-clan groups not 1m ccntr.uhscd states under
chieftains. They, like the northern Mossi and the [baribas, resisted Islam
resolutely right up to 12241809, when they were attacked by Fulani jihadists.
As a result of that jihad and their closeness to the Sokoto empire, Islam began to
make rapid progress among them. By 1266/ 1850, the Zabarmawa had become
still survived to some extent.

largely Muslim, although their traditional })cli(. : iv
It was, no doubt, their lack of w strong traditional political structure that
enabled this swill conversion to take place, once the Zabarmawa had come
within the sphere ol influence of the powerful and refatively highly organised
caliphate in Sokoto.

Sansanne-Mango and Kotokoli '
Sansanne-Mango is the centre of a Chikossi l\'ingdon} sim'iucd mn Ano'rth—
western Togoland. 1t is the last point on the route uul‘ui 1}1c Volta Basin into
Gurma and thus on to Hausaland. 1t was founded ¢. 116561751, or perhaps a
litde later, by Dyula Muslims at a time of increasing tmdé with Hausaland.
Hausa traders began to settle there shortly alter its lbundzxpon and they setup
their own zongo. (Hausa zango). This may be reflected 1 the name of th?
kingdom, tor this comes in the lirst instance !‘1‘(:111» the Huausa word sl
‘camp’ and the name probably means ‘the camp ol the A\I.;m;,m people™.® The
kingdom acquired a mixed populition ol Huusas, Gonjas ;mAd Larabuanga
Mustims. 1t also developed close relations with Kong, a Mande kingdom to the
south-west, founded between 1111/1700 and 1158/1745 6. which became an
important centre of Dyula Istamic learning. Despite these early I-,slamlc
connections, the chiefs of Sansanne-Mango remained only partly Muslim and
the commoners, natives of the area, were hardly alfected by Islam at all.

South of Gurma lay a country of familv-and-clan group people. now
northern Togo. Early in the 12/18 century chiels of Gurm%l urigvin Ibun.dx:q a
confederation of kingdoms there, known as the kingdoms of L\h(‘ Kotokoln 1 he
most important were Bafilo and Sokode. The !‘uund‘;xliun of these ccml}ths?d
states was probably due to their position on the route from Hausaland o (r‘(meL
By the end of the century, traders from Hausaland, Borno, Gurma zu'}(l ?:ul'lj a
had setded there, creating a mixed immigrant Muslim population similar to
that in Sansanne-Mango. The chiefs however, remained not-Muslim unul late
in the 19 century Ab {13/14 century AHj.

Dahomey and Djougou ‘ '

Immediately (o the cast of Togoland lay the country of Dabhomey which. at the
beginning of the 13/18 century was a pm\'crt}xl W est Alrican kmgdum.
Muslims, some of them from Norveh Alrica, sonie from Nupe but most of them
Hausas, probably from Zamfara, had settled there by 1112; 1700 o1 shorty
after. Barly European travellers who first noted their presence, called them
‘Malayes’, a word that surely comes [rom “Mali and s« form comed by
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as the religion of a low status minority group to one where it was accepted by
all the different social strata in Yoruba society. As the Muslim community
developed it took on many of the “material” and some of the non-material
characteristics of Yoruba society, adapting for its own use Yoruba political,
social and religious practices and ideas. The general tendency among
Muslims was to conform and only very rarely did they resort to aggression or
rebellion. The end of the century, however, saw the emergence of an Islamic
movement, discussed in the next chapter, which aimed at preserving an
Islamit identity in the face of pressure from the western system of education,
the Christian missions and colonialism.

Islam in Dahomey (The People’s Republic of Benin) in the 19th century.

The kingdom of Dahomey, situated to the west of Nigeria, once for a time
formed part of the Old Oyo Empire. Under its Fon rulers Dahomey began to
emerge as a centralised state in the 17th century.? Although it never
expanded its frontiers to anything like the same extent as the Old Oyo or the
Asante kingdoms it was by the 19th century a strong, well organised state
with an efficient standing army and was able to offer very stiff resistance to
the French colonial forces in 1892. The French, however, eventually subdued

the Dahomeans, occupying the capital Abomey. In 1894 Agohagbo, brother

of Behanzin who had led the resistance, became the ruler of Dahomey, and
was prepared to negotiate with the French. Behanzin did not surrender until
much later, and when he did he was deported first to Martinique and then to
Algeria where he died in 1906.

Today Dahomey forms part of the Peoples Republic of Benin. This
Republic stretches from the Gulf of Guinea in the south as far north as the
southern frontier of the Republic of Niger. The majority of its three million
inhabitants live in and around Cotonou, Whydah and Porto Novo situated
on the coast in the south, and Parakou in the centre of the country.

Islam first entered the kingdom of Dahomey from the north. In the
northern region of the country many of the inhabitants, known as the Dendi,
had become Muslims by the 19th century. According to one early 20th-
century estimate c. 10,000 of the 16,000 Dendi in northern Dahomey were
Muslims at that time.?* Although relatively small in numbers, the Dendi
Muslims, who first came into contact with Islam in the late 15th century,
have nevertheless exercised a great deal of influence over their neighbours.
From their bases at Illo and Gaya in the middle Niger region they spread out
over the northern region settling in commercial centres such as Djougu,
Parakou and Nikki, all situated on the trade route linking Hausaland with
Gonja. Eventually, all the Muslims in the area adopted the Dendi language, a
dialect of Songhay, as their lingua franca. Moreover, the name Dendi became
synonymous with the term Muslim among the Muslims in the Volta Basin,
and later it was used in the same sense by the French colonial administration.
By way of contrast the term Bariba came to mean unbeliever, pagan or non-
Muslim.

The Bariba, as we have seen, formed the majority of the inhabitants of
Borgu and are said to have resisted, like the Mossi, all attempts by Songhay
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to convert them to Islam. Again in the 19th century the Sokoto reformers sent
out expeditions against Borgu but they failed to convert the Bariba to Islam.
Islam did, however, make some headway among the Bariba. Muslim traders
from Hausaland exerted a limited influence over a number of Bariba chiefs
and ordinary people, and by the early years of the 20th century an estimated
4,000 out of the 125,000 Bariba were Muslims.?” There were also some 40,000
Muslim Fulani in and around areas frequented by the Bariba.*

A few Muslim traders had reached the south of Dahomey by the very early
years of the 18th century. They probably arrived at the port of Whydah after
travelling through Oyo, and were also very probably involved in the slave
trade. By the beginning of the 19th century the number of Muslims in
southern Dahomey had grown, and it appears that several hundred of them
from Hausaland and Yorubaland who had settled at Whydah were sold into
slavery for allegedly plotting against the Dahomean ruler, Gezo.?

Some of these Muslims, now freed from enslavement, returned to Whydah
and rebuilt their Muslim community. In the 1840s, 50s and 60s the Muslims
returning from slavery in Brazil and others from’Sierra Leone, where they
had been settled as recaptives, helped to develop the already existing Muslim
community in Porto Novo to the east of Whydah. One of the better known of
this group was José Paraiso, of Yoruba ancestry and once a slave in Brazil. He
‘and his family played an important role in the Muslim community in Porto
Novo.*

Many of the freed slaves had become Roman Catholics while in Brazil and
one is reported to have told a missionary in Dahomey, “I was a slave when I
was baptised; I was in the power of my master, I allowed this to be done.”
On returning home, however, though they retained their Brazilian names
such as Paraiso, Marcos, Lopez and Da Silva, they re-converted to Islam
although it seems that their faith was in the end a mixture of Islam and
Catholicism. Moreover, the ties of friendship made in exile persisted; those
who remained Catholics accompanied others once their companions and
fellow-slaves in Brazil to the doors of the mosques on Fridays, while the
Muslims or those who had re-converted to Islam went along on days of
service with their Catholic friends to the doors of the Catholic Church.*

By the 1880s Porto Novo had a large and impressive central mosque and
many of the Muslims like Ignacio Paraiso, son of Jose Paraiso, had become
important and influential businessmen.

The Muslim community in Grand Popo on the coast was founded in the
second half of the 19th century by Hausa and Nupe traders from Nigeria.
Cotonou, present-day capital of the Republic of Benin, had a very small
floating Muslim population in the 19th century. The Muslims in Cotonou
came in the main from Senegal, and from northern and western Nigeria,
arriving for the most part in the 1890s after the French conquest. The then
Chief Imam, for example, was born in Lagos of Nupe parents and ran an
Islamic secondary or ilm school, which had only a few pupils, and a small
Qur’anic school.

By the end of the 19th century there were Muslim communities in all the
main towns in southern Dahomey (Benin Republic), the largest and most
highly developed being the one in Porto Novo. In Porto Nove. as we have
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Internal Developments

the clearest indication. since his election
of where his politics lay.

His position does not appear to differ
substantially from that of President
Botha. Mr. de Klerk insisted on the
urgent need for “renewal and change™
in South Africa, and even for an end to
white domination, but not at the
expense of the interests of the white
minority or of its hold on power.

“Typical one-man-one-vote leads to
majonity rule,” he told reporters,
adding: “That would be catastrophic for
South Africa.”

In his speech in Parliament, Mr, de
Klerk said: “Is there anyone in this
chamber in favour of black domination?
I doubt it.” He continued: “To the
white voters I today give this assurance:
in building its new dispensation, which
offers full and equal rights to ail, the
National Party will jealously watch over
your security and .interests, and those

of minority groups.

“Domination by a majority is as unac-
ceptable as domination by a minority,”
he said. “The only route is a system
which eliminates domination.”

The concept of “group rights”, to
which Mr. de Klerk continually
referred, is widely understood to be a
sort of code for the persistence of white
minority rule in South Africa. “Our
strong emphasis on group rights . . . is
based on the reality of South Africa and
not on an ideological obsession or racial
prejudice.

“All the lip-service being paid to a
so-called non-racial society is pure non-
sense. There is no such thing as a non-
racial society in a muitiracial country.”

On the possibility of talks with the
banned African National Congress, Mr.
de Klerk again foresaw no change. “I,
as teader, will continue on the basis that
we don’t negotiate with perpetrators of
violence.”

Mr. de Klerk refused to be drawn on
what the implications of the resignation

of Mr. Botha as Nationai Party leader
might be, despite the widely-held view
in political circles—and in the ruling
party itself—that it is precisely this
uncertainty that is holding - back the
initiatives that Mr. de Klerk said the
country urgently needed. (Ind 9/2}

Mr. de Klerk’s speech was later dis-
missed by the ANC leader, Mr. Oliver
Tambo, who said that the ANC would
multiply its attacks against the white
minority government,

“It doesn't mean anything ... his
statement means that it’s business as
usual from the point of view of the
regime,” Mr. Tambo told reporters in
Lusaka (Zambia).

Elaborating on a recent statement by
the ANC military Chief of Staff, Chris
Hani, that ANC guerrilla actions in
South Africa were being carried out at
a rate of one a day, the ANC president
said: “One action a day is hardly any-
thing to boast about.

“What the situation requires is mass-
ive action . . . we shall build the strug-
gle to a level which will make one action
a day seem like child's play,” he added.

(TZ 9/2)

“Free Settlement Areas”

The ruling National Party moved a
step further away from the extreme
rigidities of apartheid on February 2nd
as it announced the appointment of a
“free settlement board.”

Headed by Mr. Hein Kruger, a party
representative on the President’s Coun-
cil, the top-level policy advisory body,
it will come into operation on March
1st and set about legalising multi-racial
“free settlement areas” in certain care-
{fully delineated zones of the country’s
main cities and towns. The first such
zones are expected to be set up iegally
in inner-city areas such as Hilibrow and
Mayfair in Johannesburg, and Wood-
stock in Cape Town, which have been
de facto mixed areas for years.

Announcing the new board Mr. Chris

Heunis, Minister for Constitutional
Development and  acting-President
described the enabling Free Settlement
Areas Act as “introducing freedom of
choice.”

He emphasised, however, that the act
“does not change the present living and
residential patterns of our communtties,
but gives those who wish to associate
freely with one another the democratic
choice to do s0.”

The act is one of a trilogy of group
areas amendments introduced in 1988,
The most controversial bill, which
envisaged fines of up to R10,000
(£2.330) or five years in jail for illegal
purchase or occupation of property in
racially zoned group areas, has been
quietly dropped.

The decision to [egalise limited zones
for free settlement, has been criticised
by the Urban Foundation. This busin-
ess-funded organisation argues that, by
limiting legal mixed . areas to certain
inner-city locations, the influx to them
will create overcrowded multi-racial
slums which will confirm everybody’s
worst prejudices. (FT 2172)

A spokesman for the South African
Ministry of Law and Order, Brig. Leon
Mellet, has confirmed that police will
no longer arrest peopie who contravene
the Separate Amenities Act, and a cir-
cular to this effect has been sent to ail
divisional comimissicners, Radio
Johannesburg reported on February
22nd. The circular instructs police to
take particuiar of the accused and com-
plainants, should complaints be laid;
the accused have to be warned that a
charge is being investigated and the case
then has to be referred to the Attorney-
General; and the accused may no longer
be held in custody.

(R. Johannesburg 22/2)

(See p. 9191B)
Last reference p. 9143
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Continental
Alignhments

Conferences and :
Commissions '

CEPGL

Eleventh Summit (Gisenyi)

The Zairean, Rwandan and Burundian
presidents have decided to create a “tri-
partite security comirnission, with the
aim of guaranteeing the security of their
three states, in the face of possible
attempts at subversion,” it was learned
on January 29th following the 11th sum-
mit of the member countries of the
Economic Community of Great Lakes
Countries (CEPGL), held in Gisenyi
(Rwanda).

“Any aggression, any- subversive
intrigues against a member state of the
community would lead to an immediate
reaction from the other two,” said an
official source.

This commission will meet every
three months and will work under the
authority of the current president of
the heads of state conference of the
CEPGL, it-was announced at the end
of the summit which had opened in
Gisenyi (north-west Rwanda) on Jan-
uary 28th.

MM. Mobuto (Zaire), Pierre Buyoya
Burundi) and Juvenal Habyarimana
Rwanda), also reaffirmed that collec-
tive security was a priority within the

—
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CEPGL. The president decided to take
concrete measures to discourage on
their respective territories “any subvers-

:. ive organisation or any subversive
activity which could be an assault on

external or internal security.”

The conference moreover decided to
create a regional research institute on
tropical and transmittable diseases,
which will be set up in Bujumbura, and
an engineering training school, which
will be based in Rwanda.

The three heads of state renewed
their support to the convocation of an
emergency international conference on
African debt, which should lead to the
start of a dialogue between Africa and
its creditors. '

They also welcomed the develop-
ments in the political situation in Sou-
thern Africa, which is shown in the
application of Resolution 435 of the UN
Security Council on Namibia's indepen-
dence (p. 4938). They nevertheless
launched an appeal to “vigilance by the
international community” so that 1989
will effectively be the year of the territo-
ry’'s independence, in conformity with
fixed timetable.

president of the community for 1989.

Last reference p. 9023A and Economic
Series, p. 8983A

President Mobuto was chosen as the

(AFP 29/1)
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National
Security

BENIN

Arrests Follow Riots

Two former ministers and a former pub-
lic state prosecutor were arrested on
January 26th and 27th in Porto-Novo,
it was learned from a very reliable
source in Cotonou. However. no
official confirmation of these arrests
could be obtained.

One of the three people arrested is
M. Tiamiou Adji Bade, former Minister
of Foreign Affairs and ambassador to
West Germany, and now retired. The
two others are M. Jean-Pierre Agon-
danou, former prefect of Porto-Novo,
who held ministerial posts before the
coup d’etat led by M. Mathieu Kerekou
in 1972, and a former public state pros-
ecutor M. Moucharaf Gbadamasi. Both
men are also retired. All three. said
the same source, enjoy a great deal of
popularity in the Porto-Nove region.

The arrests were made four days after
violent clashes had broken out in the
capital, forcing the authorities to send
about 100 paratroopers from Wassa
(150km north of Cotonou) to help
maintain order.

The provincial authorities, who
arrested one of the “ringleaders”, a
young Beninois of about 30 years, are
still seeking the instigators of the move-
ment.

Groups of vandals, taking advantage
of the demonstrations by schooich-
ildren, looted the town hall in Porto-
Novo and several administrative offices,
causing a fot of material damage.

The authorities have also taken sanc-
tions against a number of civil servants
in Cotonou. including the director of
the Ministry of Finance. one of the first
ministries to be affected by stoppages
which brought several miristries to a
complete hait for more than a week.

Civil servants returned to work on
January 26th, after receiving two
months’ wages out of four that are due
from 1988.

BURKINA
FASO

|1DO MilesE

NIGERIA

(D. Tel 23/2)

Students at ‘the University of
Cotonou, who have been on strike since
January 20th, mainly to win payment of
their grants have decided to continue
their strike.

President Kerekou now faces the
worst economic and political crisis since
he gained power in an army coup in

He foiled two coup attemnpts in 1988
(see below) but his authority is being
increasingly contested, even within the
armed forces.

The army has been put on alert to
calm the agitation in the two principal
towns, Cotonou and Porto Novo, the
centre of a flourishing smuggling and
black market trade with Nigeria.

Western businessmen have been
advised to avoid the country.

To add to the economic malaise,
General Kerekou, a Northerner, faces
systematic opposition from southern
tribes, particularly the Fon.

3

He thus relies for security on the elite
presidential guard, composed princi-
pally of northerners. This unit possesses
almost all of the army's heavy weapons
and ammunition supplies.

(AFP 28/1, D. Tel 23/2)

Coup Plotters’ Trial

Meanwhile, the trial of four people
accused of seeking to assassinate Presi-
dent Mathieu Kerekou in June 1988.
opened on February 13th. after a
week’s delay, before the Court of State
Security in Cotonou, with the former
head of Libya's representation in
Benin, Mr. Ismael Aboussetha, being
accused by one of the defendants of
commanding the plot, and being heavily
implicated, said a reliable source. in
Cotonou,

Mr. Ismael Aboussetha was impii»
cated by Captain Fousseini Gomina,
former head of Benin's information ser-
vices, and the first of the four to appear
before the special court which was cre-
ated in 1988 (pp. 8855A. 9042C).

The three others are the president’s
former aide-de-camp, Captain Amadou
Abdouramane; a Mauritanian national,
Ahmed Kadi Youba, and a Beninois
Hama Bio Soumaila. A fifth plotter. a
businessman, Doulosimi Moudachirou
is on the run. All are accused of attack-
ing internal state security. seeking to
make an attempt on the life of the head
of state with the aim of destroying and
changing the constitutional regime in
place, and for receiving arms.

Capt. Gomina stated that Mr. Abous-
setha had provided the funds and the
arms to carry out the project. The
Benin security services had seized
10m CFA francs from the home of M.
Moudachirou and another 9m CFA
from Capt. Amadou Abdouramane’s
home.

The coup d'etat was to have taken
place on June 21st. Since it was judged
to be too risky, it was abandoned on
June 20th, and no plan had been
executed, stated Capt. Gomina. The
four defendants were arrested on June
22nd 1988. Mr. Aboussetha left Benin
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168 BENGAL LIGHT

‘The Bengali people have followed a complex course of
historical development. They began to establish themselves
as a nation in the second half of the 19th century. They
reached a high level of culture, developing their literature,
music, dance, theater, painting and sculpture, artistic crafts,
and so forth. The basic occupation is agriculture. (The prin-
cipal crops include rice and jute.) The ethnic territory of the
Bengalis is one of the most densely populated agrarian re-
gions of South Asia and of the entire world (reaching a ru-
ral population of 1,000 per sq km}. A relatively large number
of Bengalis work in production, mainly in Calcutta and its
satellite cities, as well as in the areas of Asansol, Belur, and
others. Weaving, pottery-making, wood and ivory carving,
embroidery, printing of silks, and other crafts are well de-
veloped.

REFERENCE
Narody luzhnoi Azii. Moscow, 1963. (Bibliography on page 891.)

Dalton, E. T. Descriptive Ethnology of Bengal. Calcutta, 1960.
[3-564-3]

BENGAL LIGHT, a pyrotechnic compound containing
barium nitrate (the oxidant), powdered aluminum or mag-
nesium (the fuel), dextrin or starch (the cementer), and ox-
idized iron or steel filings. The compound is applied to pieces
of iron wire to obtain so-called Bengal candles. When ig-
nited, Bengal light burns slowly, scattering bright, flashing

sparks (particles of metal burning to completion in the air).
[3-563-3]

BENGHAZI (or Bengasi), a city and, along with Tripoli, the
capital of Libya. It is located at the southern tip of a rocky
peninsula washed by the Sidra Gulf of the Mediterranean
Sea. Population, 137,300 (1964).

Benghazi was founded in the fifth century B.C. as the an-
cient Greek colony of Euhesperides, or Hesperides. After
the seizure of Cyrene by the Ptolemies, the city wasre named
Berenice (in honor of the wife of Ptolemy 11I). According to
tradition, the city received its present-day name from the
Muslim saint (marabut) Ban Ghazi (or Sidi Ghazi), whose
grave is located not far from Benghazi. The city was part of
the Ottoman Empire from 1578 until 1911. In October 1911,
Benghazi was occupied by Italian troops and became part of
the Italian colony of Libya. From 1912 to 1942, it was Italy’s
naval base in North Africa. During World War II the city
suffered heavy destruction; in November 1942 it was oc-
cupied by British troops. From 1943 onward it was under
British military administration. From December 1951 until
Sept. 1, 1969, Benghazi was one of the capitals of the king-
dom of Libya; since Sept. 1, 1969, it has been a capital of the
Libyan Arab Republic.

After Tripoli, Benghazi is the country’s largest and busiest
port, exporting raw leather and wool. It is an important trade
and industrial center for Libya, with one-fourth of all the
country’s industrial enterprises, on the Tripoli-Tobruk main
line. There are cement and asphalt plants. Olive oil, fruit
drinks, and preserves are among the products of Benghazi,
and fishing and sponge fishing are based there. Salt is mined
nearby. Benina, an airport of international importance, is
located east of Benghazi.

Benghazi consists of an old Arabian sector and the new
city. The old sector has narrow streets, adobe houses, and
mosques, among them Jami al-Kabir, which was built in the
16th century and reconstructed in the 20th. The new city,
south of the old, contains modern government buildings,
movie theaters, and hotels. Three departments of the Uni-
versity of Libya are located in Benghazi. [3-561-1}

BENGUELA CURRENT, a cold current along the western
shores of Africa; a northern branch of the West Wind Drift.
Its speed measures 1-2 km/hr. The surface water tempera-

 British subjugation of Nigeria, which began in the mi

ture in summer ranges from 19° C in the south to 26°
north; in winter it is 15°-22°C, respectively. :
offshore, under the influence of msing waters -fr
depths, the temperature falls below 15° C in the summy
below 12° C in winter.

BEN-GURION, DAVID. Born Oct. 16, 1886, in Pt
land. Israeli political figure. .

Ben-Gurion graduated from the law faculty of the
sity of Istanbul. One of the leaders of the Zionist mo;
he was prime minister and defense minister from
1953 and from 1955 to 1963, with an interruption in 1
was an organizer and head of the right-socialist Zioni.
Mapai. In 1965 he founded a new party, Rafi, from
extremist elements of the Mapai Party. An adhere
expansionist. course in Israel’s policy, he is one of t
stigators of aggressive ventures against Arab countrie

BENIN (local name Edo), a state that existed until th
the 19th century in the southern part of Nigeria. The
“Benin”’ was given by the Portuguese, who first
there in the last third of the 15th century. The name
dently associated with the name of the local population
Bini (Edo language group). ;
The Benin state flourished in the 13th to 15th centu
later declined as a result of internecine warfare. Slave
significantly developed. In governing the country, th
shared power with his mother and the most importal
officials. The history of Benin is closely associated wi
history of the Yoruba states. It is assumed that origi
(before the 13th century and perhaps jater) Benin wa
pendent on Ife, the main Yoruba state. In the course:;

century, the British colonizers bombed, looted, and b;f X
the capital of Benin (1897). The territory of Benin we
cluded in the English colony of Nigeria (since 1960, the:
pendent Federation of Nigeria; since 1963, the Federa
public of Nigeria). ;
Great monuments of the artistic culture of ancient’
have been preserved; this culture represents a branc
even more ancient Yoruba culture. The flowering of Be
art took place in the 15th.to 17th centuries, when
casting from wax models reached a high level.
specimens (until the end of the 16th century)—incl
busts of the king_and his retinue, statues of nobles, hu
and warriors, and figures of animals and birds—wer
cuted in a realistic or somewhat stylized (but convinc
manner. They are distinguished by their subtle executi
and soft texture, which leads some investigators to cons
these works influenced by Ife art. The sculpture of B!
times (including the bronze relief plaques depicting i
ceremonies, hunting scenes, and sacrificial rites on a
ground of flowered ornamentation) has characteristic
sketchiness and stylization. Hanging masks and goblets.
reliefs on elephant tusks are graceful and masterfully ¢
in ivory. The capital of Benin (Benin City), with the 1
palace and houses made of red earth with open galleries
roofs of palm leaves, is known from descriptions.

REFERENCES =
Svanidze, 1. A. ‘‘Korolevstvo Benin: Istoriia, ekonomi
sotsial’nye otnosheniia.” In Nekotorye voprosy istorii stra
riki. Moscow, 1968.
Sharevskaia, B. 1. “Religiia drevnego Benina.”” In Ezhegodr
muzeia istorii religii i ateizma, vol. 1. Moscow-Leningrad, 195‘
Ol'derogge, D. A. “‘Drevnosti Benina,” parts [11-3. In Shornd
Muzeia antropologii i etnografii, vols. 15-17. Moscow-Leningral
1953-57.
Forman, W., and B. P. Dark. Die Kunst von Benin. Prague [1960
D. A. OL'DEROGGE (history) an!
Iu. D. LEBEDEYV (art) [3-582~
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Bight of Benin

o other West African people has exercised a greater

fascination over the minds of Europeans than the

Fon of Dahomey. The reason for this fascination,
or indeed, obsession, is not hard to find. The kingdom of
Dahomey had features which appealed to all the feelings
of mystery with which the Victorians viewed ‘Darkest
Africa’. Each year, for example, at the King’s Annual
Custom the royal lineage paid tribute to its ancestors, and
human sacrifices would be made by the score if not by
the hundreds. Then, at the death of a king, even more
victims would accompany him to the next world. The
King’s Court was spectacular with its great officers, its
eunuchs and its famous regiment of female warriors, the
‘Amazons’, who played a leading role in Fon wafare.
The kings did their best to keep Europeans out and the
mystery surrounding these customs was maintained until
the conquest of Dahomey by the French in 1894

The power of the king came to an end with the French
conquest and the sacrifices of human victims had to cease.
But the vigour and dynamism which made the founding of
the kingdom possible still exists. For the Fon, the beliefs
which sustained the state, were the same as underlay
their whole social and family structure, and they were
influential in all the people’s daily lives. These beliefs, in
fact, describe the whole view of the world held by the Fon,
and it is essential to understand them if we are to under-
stand the people.

With a population of more than a million, the Fon are
the largest of the peoples speaking languages related to
Ewe. These are part of the Twi branch of the Kwa sub-
family of languages spoken by most of the peoples of

Distinguished by  their umbrellas, these are Fon
chiefs from Abomey in southern Dahomey. In the past
such chiefs, like the kings of the whole Fon State,
would maintain an claborate hierarchy of ministers.

Ghana, Togo, Dahomey and western Nigeria. Presumably,
like the rest of these peoples, the Fon once cultivated the
crops of what is called the Sudanic Complex—akee,
ambary, cotton, cow- and earth-peas, various pumpkins
and gourds, guinea-yams, millet and sorghum, okra and
oil palms. These crops are still grown, but they are only of
major significance in the north of Dahomey. In the south of
the country, where the savannah breaks through the
tropical rain-forest to reach the sea, the crops of the
so-called Indonesian Complex are of much greater im-
portance. These were originally imported from the Far
East, and include the Malaysian yams and taro, which
grow extremely well in the more humid areas of West
Africa and were the basis upon which the forest peoples
originally prospered.

But with the coming of the Europeans, and particularly
during the period of the slave-trade in the 17th and 18th
centuries, many plants were also brought back to Africa
from the Americas. These included maize, manioc, pea-
nuts, peppers, squash, sweet potatoes, tomatoes and
cocao, and have become an important source of food for
the Fon. Cocoa and paim oil have become the main sources
of cash, and the Fon also keep a number of animals—
sheep, goats, cats and dogs, pigs, chickens, guinea-fowl,
ducks and pigeons. Cows are kept for meat, but are not
usually milked; horses are used for transport, although
less so than in the past when they were an important part
of the king’s armoury.

The Fon live in compact towns and villages which are
divided into quarters and compounds, usually occupied
by members belonging to one ‘sib’. The sib is a group of
people related to each other through a male ancestor. The
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16 Dahomey and Yoruba in the
Nineteenth Century
I. AKINJOGBIN

FOR most of the nineteenth century the kingdom of Dahomey
covered only approximately the southern third of the present
republic of Dahomey. It had a frightening reputation, particularly
in the latter half of the century, when the mere mention of the
name aroused fear, passion or admiration in the countries immmedi-
ately surrounding it. Europeans too had a fantastic impression of
the kingdom. To some it was the kingdom ol the Amazons, where
women fought much more efficiently than men. To others 1t was
simply a barbaric cutpost in jungle Africa, where the slave trade
reigned supreme and European civilisation was resisted.

The Dahomean authorities themselves did littde to give their
kingdom a better image in the outside world. They mercilessly
massacred their war prisoners and delighted in razing to the
oround a once crowded city. They delayed every European visitor,
put him in something like honourable confinement and made him
an unwilling spectator of human sacrifice.

The behaviour of the kings of Dahomey (and the impression
which they created outside their territories) became known in the
nineteenth century through their relations with the Yocuba. This
chapter examines briefly the history behind Dahomey’s adoption
of the policies that gave it such a bad reputation, traces its
operation in the nineteenth century and discusses its consequences.

DAHOMEY AND YORUBA

The relations between Dahomey and Yoruba go far back into
history. Oral traditions of the Yoruba, the Aja and the Ewe peoples
witness to the fact that long before Dahomey had a political
identity there had been strong cultural contact between the Aja
peoples under the leadership of Allada and the Yoruba peoples
under the leadership of Ife. This cultural contact was 5o strong that
by the early seventecnth century the Yoruba language was the

lingua franca of both the Aja and the Ewe. Nor did the contact abate
18
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IDEOLOGIES OF ROYAL POWER:
THE DISSOLUTION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF

POLIT;CAL AUTHORITY ON THE ‘§LAVE COAST”,
16801750 |
Robin Law

In the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries the ‘Slave Coast’ of
West Africa suffered increasingly severe problems of disorder, which seem to
have been in large part a consequence of the impact of the Atlantic slave
trade.! These disorders involved not only wars among the major states but
also (in at least some cases) the weakening of political authority within states.
The most obvious aspect of this dissolution of authority was the decline in the
power of the kingdom of Allada, which had earlier exercised some degree of
suzerainty over most if not all of the other states in the area. Among the
tributaries of Allada which repudiated its authority was the kingdom of
Whydah (Hueda), on the coast to the south-west, which was already
effectively independent by the 1680s, and which even went to war with Allada
in 1691-92 and again in 1714-17. The kingdom of Fon, or Dahomey, in the
interior north of Allada, was originally also a dependency of Allada, but is
recorded to have revolted and asserted its independence in 1715.2

During the same period there were also signs of an erosion of the
effectiveness of political authority within some of the Slave Coast states.
This was most evident in the case of Whydah, where the accession to the
throne of Huffon, a youth of only about twelve, in 1708 led to the collapse
of effective royal authority, the principal chiefs becoming virtually inde-
pendent in their viceroyalties and indulging their mutual rivalries, at times
to the point of civil war, with the king little more than a passive observer,
or at best an ineffective mediator (cf. Snelgrave, 1734: 4-5; Akinjogbin,
1967: 41-2). Huffon’s attempts to reassert royal authority during the 1710s
merely had the effect of alienating his chiefs further (Akinjogbin, 1967:
51-3). The internal history of Allada itself in this period is less well
documented, but there is evidence of political divisions there also during
the reign of Soso (1717-24), whose right to the throne was challenged by
his brother, Hussar. An early plot to dethrone Soso in favour of his
brother, supported by a chief described as the ‘Great Captain or Consta-
ble’ of the kingdom, was reported in 1722.3

This process of political disruption culminated in the 1720s in the
conquest of most of the area by Dahomey. Under King Agaja, who had
come to the throne probably ¢. 1716, Dahomey overran the coastal area,
conquering Allada in 1724 and Whydah in 1727. This Dahomian conquest
was primarily due to the superior organisation and discipline of the
Dahomian armed forces, but it is clear that it was also greatly facilitated by
the internal political divisions of the coastal kingdoms. Agaja was able to
attack Allada in 1724 in alliance with Hussar the disaffected claimant to the
throne (Snelgrave, 1734: 6-7); only later did he drive out Hussar and claim
the throne for himself. The invasion of Whydah in 1727 was likewise
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LOCATION, CLIMATE, LANGUAGE, RELIGION, FLAG, CAPITAL

The Republic of Benin (known as the People's Republic of Benin
between 1975 and 1990) is a narrow stretch of territory in West Africa.
The country has an Atlantic coastline of about 100 km (60 miles),
flanked by Nigeria to the east and Togo to the west; its northern borders
are with Burkina Faso and Niger. Benin's ¥limate is tropical, and ts
divided into three zones: the north has a rainy season between July and
September, with a hot, dry season in October-April; the central region
has periods of abundant rain in May-June and in October, while there
is year round precipitation in the south, the heaviest rains being in
May-October, Average annual rainfall in Cotonou is 1,300mm. French
is the official language, but each of the indigenous ethnic groups has
its own language. Bariba and Fulani are the major languages in the
north, while Fon and Yoruba are widely spoken in the south. The
majority of the people (about 60%) follow traditional beliefs and
customs; more than 20% are Christians, mainly Roman Catholics, and
the remainder are Muslims. The national flag (proportions 3 by 2) has
a vertical green stripe at the hoist, with equal horizontal stripes of
yellow over red in the fly. The administrative capital is Porto-Novo,
but most government offices and other state bodies are presently in the
economic capital, Cotonou,

" AREA, POPULATION AND DENSITY _

Area (sqkm) - 112,622
Population (census results) )
20-30 March 1979

Total 3,331,210
15-29 February 1992

Males ' 2,390,336
Females - 2,525,219
Total 4,915,555
Population (official estimates at mid-year)

19 ; 5,215,000
1994 . 5,387,000
1995 .7 5,561,000
Density (per sq km) at mid-1995 494

ECONOMY

Monetary Units: 100 centimes = 1 franc de Ia Communaute financiere
africaine (CFA).

Revenue ('000 million francs CFA) 1993 1994 1995
tax revenue ' 65.8 91.6 123.0
Taxes on income and profits 18.1 305 40.2
Individual * 63 7.1 8.8
Corporate  * 85 207 259
Domestic taxes on goods and services 128 156 19.2
Turnover taxes 78 114 104
Excises 34 20 1.8
Arrears of taxes on goods and services 06 06 52
Taxes on international trade & transactions 327 421 603
Import duties 30.0 385 564 *
Non-tax revenue 11.8 145 26.1 :
From non-financial public enterprises 23 31 107
Contribution to government employees' pension fund5.0 55 7.3
Repayment on on-lending 25 42 48
Total ‘ 77.6 106.1 149.1

International Reserves (US $ million at 31 Decemiber)

1993
Gold 4.1
IMF special drawing rights 0.1
Reserve position in IMF 29
Foreign exchange - 2410 2
Total 248.1 2
EDUCATION
(1993/94)

Students

Institutions  Teachers Males  Females Total

Pre-primary 282 n.a 7.528 6,299 13,827
Primary 2,889 12,343 392,748 209,321 . 602,069
Secondary
General 145 2,384 70,831 27,649 97,480

Vocational 14 283 3,553 1,320 4,873
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74 BAVARIA

groups attempted to seize the government, intent on secession and the restoration
of the kingdom. A small, radical political group, the Nationalist Socialist Party,
called Nazis, preempted the planned coup and attempted its own takeover of the
Bavarian government. For his part in the failed coup, the group’s leader, Adolph
Hitler, received a five-year prison sentence. In the Bavarian prison he wrote
Mein Kampf, his plan for world domination.

The Nazis. with their only strong support in Bavaria's Protestant north. after
taking control of the German government in 1933, dispatched elite troops to
take control of Bavaria on the pretext that the state authorities had proved unable
to maintain order and supported Bavarian separatism. A Catholic separatist plot.
discovered in 1934, gave the Nazis a reason to ruthlessly eliminate all remaining
Bavaran opposition.

Initially enthusiastic in 1939, Bavarian support for the war declined rapidly
as Allied bombers reduced many cities to rubble. A resurgent nationalist move-
ment attempted to win Allied support for separate independence in 1945 but
ultimately settled for major autonomy within a reconstituted federal Germany.

The poorest of the states in 1949, Bavaria experienced an economic miracle
when industries relocated from Communist East Germany. By 1972 Bavaria had

become one of the federation’s richest states.

European integration and German reunification, in 1990, rekindled Bavarian
nationalism. Nationalists compare Bavaria's inclusion in united Europe. as part
of Germany. to the still-controversial accession of the state 1o Bismarck's Ger-
many in 1871. For many Bavarian nationalists, the German government has
become an unwanted tier of government above Bavaria's cherished autonomy.
Nationalists continue to press for greater direct Bavarian participation in united
Europe, while an increasingly vocal minority argues for the “*European Option,™
Bavarian independence within a European federation.

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY:

Schultz. Hagen. ed. Nation-Building in Ceniral Europe. 1987,
Shlaes. Amity. Germany: The Empire Within. 1991,
Wemer, George S. Bavaria in the Germun Confederation 1820—-1848. 1977.

JAMES MINAHAN, NATIONS WITHOUT STATES: 4 HISTORICAL
DICTIONARY OF CONTEMPORARY NATIONAL MOVEMENTS,
WESTPORT, CONNECTICUT 1996, ISAM DN: 61006.

BENIN

Great Benin; Bendel; Edoland;
Midwest Nigeria

CAPITAL: Benin City

J
Benin

(Dahomey)

= Atlantic Ocean =G meroon

WEST-CENTRAL AFRICA BENIN

POPULATION: (93e) 4.899.000: 3.500.000 Edo in Nigeria (2.000.000 Edo.
1.200.000 Urhobo. 300.000 Bini). MAJOR NATIONAL GROUPS: (93¢) Edo
(including Urhobo and Biniy 63%. Itsekirl. Ibo. Ijaw, other Nigerian. MAJOR
LANGUAGES: Edo. Jehiri. Ibo, Jjo. English. MAJOR RELIGIONS: Protestant.
Roman Catholic. animist. MAJOR CITIES: (93¢) Benin City 228.000. Sapele
138.000. Warri 127.000. Uromi 80,000, Asaba 72.000. Igarra 69.000. Ugwashi-
Uku 35,000, Forcados 50.000. Burutu 35.000.

GEOGRAPHY: AREA: 15.361 sq.mi.-39.795 sq.km. LOCATION: Benin lies
in southwestern Nigeria. occupying an upland savanna sloping down to the
forest zone and the delta of the Niger River on the Bight of Benin. POLITICAL
STATUS: Benin has no official status: the region forms Edo and Delta states
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

INDEPENDENCE DECLARED: 18 August 1967.

FLAG: The Edo national flag. the flag of the national movement. is a black
field. with a broad green. horizontal stripe at the bottom. bearing a yellow rising
sun with eleven rays centered.

PEOPLE: The Edo are a Bantu people. the descendants of one of Africa’s
most sophisticated precolonial kingdoms. The Edo nation includes the Edo
proper and two subgroups. the Urhobo (Sobo) south of Benin City and the Bini
around the capital city, all three divisions speaking dialects of the same language
of the Kwa group of Niger-Congo languages. The Edo form the largest of the
six ethnic-linguistic groups that inhabit the territory formerly included in the
territory of the Edo’s Kingdom of Benin.
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introd, Oeuvre d’astronomie, by Thabit ibn Qurra, tr. K. Morelon,
Paris, 1987; Rashed, Roshdi, sArchimedean Learning in the Middle
Agess, Historia Scientiarum, 1996, vol. VL, no. 1; id, Géomérrie et
dioptriqueau X © siécle, Paris, 1993;id, Les Mathé matiques infini-
tésimales du IX® au XI° siéele, Lopdon, 1996; Steinschneider M.,
«Dic Sohne der Musa ben Schakir, Islamic Mathematics and
Astronomy, ed. F. Sezgin, Frankfurt, 1998, vol. LXXVIIL
Wiedemann, E., Gesammelte Schriften zur arabisch-islamischen
Wissenschaftsgeschichte, ed. D.- Girke, Frankfurt, 1984; id, «Die
Konstruction von Springbrunnen durch muslimische Gelehrtes,
Festschrift der Wetterauischen Gesellschaft fir die gesamte
Naturkunde, Hanau, 1908, pp. 29-43; id, «Uber Musikautomaten bej
den Arabens, Gesammelte Schriffen, 1/251-272.
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Oi icial Mawmce

Répuhlique Togolaise
I'ogo Repubh(

Arca
56 000 sq km

Pate of Iud{:pcndcnte
27 Apr 1860

Status and Name in Colonial Times

18941918 German colony: Togoland

1919-60 joint mandate under 1. eague of MNations
and UN: British and ¥rench Togoland (British part
joined Chana]

Fonulation
1997 199 (1970 censusy; 2 500 000 {UN est 1979)

Aunnual Growth Rate
2-8% (UN est 1979)

Capital City
Lomé

POpuIa tien 0{ Capital
229400 (est 1977}

Mational Language(s)
French Ewe, Mma Drmomba, Tml Lrﬂ“"ﬂ‘a

Gross Matiepal Product (US dol[ars)
700 million ; 200 per capita (est 1977)

Local Curroncy
1 franc CEA == 100 centimes

Penin

Off3cial name
République Pepulaive du Benin

Area
112622 5q k'n

Date of Independcnce
1 Aug 1960 {as Republic of Dahomey)

Status and Mame in Colonial Times
Ennch colony {part of FrPncb West Afnca]

Popuiation
3400000 (est 1979)

Axnnual Growth Rate
270,
7

Capital City
Porto Nova

Populatwn of Capi ‘al
104000 (est 1975)

I‘x’dnmml Lml;nngr*( )
French; Fon Hma Yoruba DLUdl

Gross Mational Pr@duct {Ua dnlhu -‘}
660 million; 200 per capita (est 1977)

TLocal Currency
1 frane CFA = 100 cenlimes

among the Hwe. During the war all Ewe had
been  under  British r_lif’ and a single
Presbyterian chureh had been created, w hich
served as a focus for the community. The
drawing of the border through Fwe TC]‘T”!TOLV

amm]]v aroused dlvcontcm In the 1930s
attempts by the British and French to enforce
border regulations led toriots. But despite Hwe
pressutc t} colonial powers resisted uni-
{ication. Al independence British Togoland
{although never tightly mtegrat-d with the
Gold Coast) voted to jein Ghana. This problem
continued to plague the independent govern-
ments of Ghana and Togo.

Tego’s mandate status marked the colony
for eventual independence (or at least auto-
nomy within a French ﬂ:‘df’rat;on] long before
the P')Solbl]lt‘/ was considered for the other
French possessions. The Togolese resisted any
inroads into their aPLFIG] status, and were in
the vanguard of natienalism in French West
Africa. Most political parties in the colonies
were gavernment-sponsoved, but the Comité
d'Unité Iopoiamt {CUT) wWas mdx,ppnr..cm
and anti-French. From 1950 the French were
commitied to increas m(g self-government, but
haped to retain the territory within the French
sphere.

Elections Eca"mﬂ to independence were
keld in 1938 and were swept by Sylvarus
Olympin's CUT. 0}.J ]wo then led FOQU to
independence in 1964. Tego retained close
mﬂ\s with France and established cconomic
links with other former French colonies. The
problem of  Bwe irredentism  remained;
Olvmpm demanded the unification of British
and French Togoland, dc»pm the plebiscite in
the former. There were sevf*ral attempted
coups in 19261 and 1%2, and the opposition
Juvento Party was dissolved. In January 1963
Olympio was assassinated in a coup led by
non-commissioned army efficers, who invited
Nicolas Grunitzky to form a govemmcnt
There was a belief - both among Togolese and
among anti-Nkrumah Ghanaians — that the
Ghana government had cellaborated in this
and ecarlier coup attempts.

Bad relations with Ghana continued under
the new government, as did dissatisfaction
within the army. There was an attcmptcd coup
in 1966, followed by a success{ul onc in 1967,

vhen Grunitzky agreed to hand over power to
thf: army under Lieutenant Colonel Eyadema
(who had also been involved in the overthrow
of Clympic). Eyadema promised to hand over
power to civilian rule, but in 1969 created his
own party, the Togolese People's Party, and
was confirmed as head of state by an ap-
parently huge majority in a referendum in
1972.

LS.

Denin

Benin is physically small, economically poor
and politically unstable. Squeezed between
Togo and Nigeria, it has a coastline of only 125
kilomf‘t“m and a hinterland stretching back
675 kilemeters. Apart from the relatively

r‘nlu terre de barre near the coast, Benin has
poor soils and there is little forest cover, the
savanna reaching virtually to the Atlantic’s
edge,

As Da]mmcy, Benin became a French colony

WEST AFRICA

in 1894, It teok its name from the kingdom
which, from its capital at Abomey, 100
kilometers north of the cnast, flourished by
invelvement m the slave trade in the late 18th
and early 19th centuries. After 50 years of
direct colonial rule, Dahomey was givm
elective representation and a territorial a
sembly in 1946, Universal suffrage was
introduced in 1957 and increasing degrees of
sclf-government led to independence in
Angu 5t 19690,

Both the population (largely concentrated in
the south} and the government's exchequer
are dependcnt for income on agriculture,
which provides the main cash crops (paln
prodme and, increasingly. cotton). Low
prices, lack of investment, inflation and a high
birthrate have prcvpnh d a significant g‘*owth
inveal incomes since mdoande e, althougha
Shaip increase in food production has occur-
red since 1976, The small size of the domestic
market has discouraged manufacturing in-
dustry, most of which has been limited to the
processing of exportable commodities. The
narrow range of such commeodities and their
lew prices have kept down Qovcrnmmt
revenue —over hall of which comes {rom tax
on trade — and have centributed to a Sz—*vcre

and chronic balance-of-payments problem:
between 1960 and 1973, there were on iy four
vears in which exports covered even 50 per
cent of imports.

Penin’s problems arising from a lack of
physical resources have, ironically, been
compounded by its exceptional wealth of
buman resources, especially of skilled and
eduncated manpower. This abundance, created
by high rates of school atiendance in the
colonial period, became an embarrassment
after the breakup in 1960 of the French West
African Federation, of which Benin was a part
and throughout which its educated elite was
dispersed. Thg forcible repatviation of this
elite led to the overstaffing of the domestic
civil scr sice (salaries for which still consume
over 65 per cent of the budget). It led also to
the C}‘(:dl.}l')n of a sophisticated and demanding
middle class which has resisted aLL,%.uJ,’cy
programs, pushed up import bills, and - rot
lcast — contributed to the curious blend of
high-tlown rhetoric and dismal performance
that characterizes Peninois pohhu; Gorged
with programs, aualyses, pronubeﬂ and plots,
Benin sti!l has an infant mortal ity rate of 185
deaths per 1000 live births and for the average
citizen a life expectancy of 41 years (1973).

Since 1960, Benin has had ten heads of state
and six coups d'état — more than any other
African statc. This instability was caused
initially by the establishment of three regional
parties {onc in northern and two in southern
and cerntral Benin), sufficicntly balaneced,
entrenched and exclusive to prevent the
building ol stable coalitions or the emergence
of a one-party system. The extreme par-
ochialism of rural Benin was, before and after
independence, aggravated by intense com-
petition for office within the urban elite
{(including laiterly the officer corps of an army
numbering only 1500). The result was an
appammly endless and unfathomabhle se-
quence of  realignments, coups and
conspiracies

Since 9”5, Benin lﬂs officially transcended
both regionalism and “bourgeois mentality”
by the adoption of Marxism-Leninism and the

s




CONTEMPORARY AFRICA

frica since Independence

In foreign affairs Algeria has been cautious, looking to France and
the West, to the Ussk and to China for assis tance. It has been close to
Syria in suppert of the Palestine Liberation Organization and, as a
member of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, has
advocated a high price for oil, A long-standing border dispute with
Morocco, which led to a clash in 1963, has since 1975 taken the form
of support for Polisario* militery forces fighting Moroccan troops
inWestern (f ormerly Spanish) Sahara. * M.B.

Angola
Area (km?) 1248700
Popuiation 1980 (UN projection) 7181000

GNP per capita 1877 (US$) 330
Capital Luanda
Currency Kwanza

The official end to Portugal’s presence in Angola on 11 November
1975 saw the country in open civil war, with three claimants to
governmental legitimacy. In Luanda the Movimento Popular de
Libertagao de Angola (MPLA) established a ‘People’s Republic of
Angola’, while both the Frente Nacional de Libertacao de Angola
(FNLA) and the Unido Nacional de Independéncia Towal de Angola
(UNITA) set up rival regimes respectively at Ambriz and Hu ambo. A
few days later, UNITA and FNLA reluctantly combined at the
instigation of their foreign backers to form a coalition ‘Popular
Democratic Republicof Angola’. Atindependence, however, MpLA’s
controlof thedistrict capitals and seaboard towns had collapsedinthe
face of a combined South African and URNITA-FNLA advance, With the
arrival of Cuban regulars and greatly increased levels of Soviet
military assistance, the MPLA was able to halt the South African-
supported advance about 400km south of Luanda on 20 November.
To the north, the FNLA was similarly repulsed and on 16 F ebruary
1976 the last major area of resistance at 8o Salvador was taken. This
change in the military balance prompted a South African withdrawal
from forward positions in January, leaving the poozly organized and
stll mutually hostile UNITA-FNLA tO garrison the southern provinces,
MPLA then launched a major offensive and by 12 February had
captured all the major towns previously in UNITA-FNLA hands. On27
March the last South African troops were pulled out with only smal],
isolated bands of UnITA guerrillas being leftto operate in Huamboand
Bie provinces and from across the Namibian border. By this time, the
MPLA’s Peoples” Republic had been recognized by both the
Organization of African Unity* (11 February) and Porrugal (12
February),

Immense tasks of reconstruction faced the new government.
These were made especially difficult because of shortagesin all types
of technical and manageria personnel following the departure of over
600000 whites before independence and critical losses in basic
infrastructure such as bridges, trucks and rail-links. Great damage to
the food-growing regions of the central plateau and to the coffee
plantations in the north was compounded by the loss of over 90 per
cent of the Ovimbundu migrant workers to UNITA strongholdsin the
south. Thus production of coffee, the main export crop, as well as
sisal and cotton has slumped to under 30 per cent of pre-war levels.

Despite these formidable problems, Angola’s trade balance
remained in surplus in the late 1970s, chiefly because of tax and
royalties collected from the American subsidiary, Cabinda Gulf Ojl.
Indeed, some two-thirds of government revenue was derived from
this single source, National policy is to seek a controlling interest in
foreign companies rather than outright nationalization. Peasants and
workers cooperatives are envisaged as the basis of the new Angolan
economy but theirexrension beyond formerly abandoned enterprises
15 inevitably gradual. In this phase of reconstruction and €COnOoMmic
recovery a policy of pragmatism has therefore been pursued, with
official encouragement for a private sector in small-scale artisan and
service activities.

Inthe political field, MmpLa underwent a major restructuringin 1978
in response to the factional activity surrounding an attempted coup
by mpLA dissidentson 27 May 1977 Renamed ‘MpLA Party of Labour’
atits first CongressinDecember 19 77, ithasassumed a vanguard role
inthe building of anew society. Nevertheless, aconsiderable distance
has yet to be travelled before Angola can be said to possess a fully

integrated set of political institutions. J.EC.
Benin
Area (km?) 112622
Population 1980 {UN projection) 3534000
GNP per capita 1977 (Uss) 200 .
S
Capital Cotonou
- T ]
Currency CFA franc

After becoming independent from France as the Republic of
Dahomey in 1960, the country went through a decade of acute
politicalinstability, with six bloodless coups between 1963 and 1973,
Economic difficulties (withachronic budgetary deficit) provide some
of the relevant background to this political turmoil, Dehomey also
had a problem with the enforced repatriation of its relatively well-
educated nationals who had occupied administrative posts through-
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Although Islam stresses patrilineal descend and
inheritance, matrilineal descent and inheritance
continue unchanged for the most part. The Yao
regard parallel cousin marriage (bint amm—father’s
brother’s daughter) as incestuous, but marriage to
cross cousins (father’s sister’s daughter or mother’s
brother’s daughter) is desirable. Many Yao have
moved to the major cities of East Africa and have
adapted to urban living, while still retammg links to
their home areas.
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J.L. BRAIN

Yoruba ra

Community of Ber%;;n, Brazil, Cuba, Ghana,
Nigeria and Sierra Leone

The term “Yoruba’ is used to identify a people
having, with considerable dialectic variation, a
common language (of the Kwa group of the Niger
Congo family) and a common culture, which is
remarkably persistent in spite of great political,
geographical and religious differences that have
arisen over the past three centuries. The language
and culture are found as far from their West African
origin as Brazil and Cuba, while substantial Yoruba
communities are found in most West African states,
especially in Sierra Leone and Ghana (230,000). The
greatest number, probably over 17 million, are in
southwestern Nigeria, adjacent areas of Benin and
beyond in Togo. Nearly one-half are Muslims, largely
Sunni.

Yoruba constitute virtually the entire populations
of the Nigerian states of Ogun, Ondo and Oyo, as
well as the great majority of Lagos State, the Ilorin
area of Kwara State up almost to Jebba and south
and east as well. A few Ondo Yoruba live in Bendel
State, and others are in trade or government
throughout Nigeria. Until recently, only the Oyo were
identified as Yoruba proper, other communities being
identified by name with their royal cities. The dialects
of Ondo and Ekiti are strikingly different from Oyo,
and while gross cultural differences are very few,
there exist a great many cultural peculiarities which
clearly differentiate, for example, Ife, Ijebu, Ijesa,
Ekiti and Ondo from each other and from Oyo.

Recent interpretations of Yoruba traditions of

JOrigin agree in identifying Yoruba as a Sudanic
- people who successfully imposed their rule on an

algw@ o

indigenous population in the forest belt of present

Nigeria. All traditions confirm Ile-Ife as the first city



de yagsadi. Ayetuliah Humeyni fle birlikte
hen'a gondl (1878), 28 ovak 1880'ds
e Cumhurbagkanngma segilcl, Iran
dewrimi imi kanadinin temsicist ofarak,
islam cumhuriyet partisi'nder: zin adam-
jEnmin ruhalelet: l}; k_argliaw ve Humey-
niin destegini yitirdi; haziran 1981'de
parlamento tarafindan gorevden alind.
pu karar Humeyni tarakindan onaylandi.
Eranse’va sifindt.

pert TAHHEYemen'de hikim siren
arap hanedan (1451-1517). Emevi soyun-
dan geldigini ne slren ve hanedana adk
pr veren Tahir bin Muavvede, baslangic-
ta Resull hikisrndan el-Melik Gn-Néasir Ah-
mel'in korumasi aluna girdi. Resuli dev-
jatinin ¢okistnden sonra ogullar el-Meliic
(iz-2 &0 Selahattin ile el-Melik Gi-Micahi
Semsetlin Al Yemen'de birlikie hikim
surmeye basladiar, Selahattin 6lince,
Semsettin All de tahttan cekilerek yerint
kardeginin ofiu el-Melik ul-Mansur Tacet-
tin Abdulvehhab’a birakti. Onun ogiu el
elik Gz-Z&fir Selahattin 1l dbéneminde
wmemiuklar, Portekizliter'e karg: kendileri-
ne yaraim etmedikier gerekgesiyle Ye-
men'i ele gegirerek Beni Tahir devieling
son verdiler.

BEHIAPEN a (ar. beni ve adem'den).
Esk. Ademogulian, insanlar.

EERic ARLLD, ispanya’da iman ve say-
fiye merkezi, Akdeniz kyisinda, Valen-
ca'mn Kinde; 13 000 nif.

ExwbCE (Ethem lzzet), tirk gazeteci ve
yazar (Istanbu! 1803 - ay.y. 15€7). Gala-
tasaray lises’nden sonra Yiksek deniz-
cilik okulu'nu bitirdl, Gazetecitige odiren-
citk yllarinda Tevhid efkar'da basladi
{1820). lkdam, Zaman, Acik sbz, sontel
graf, Gece postas! gazetelerint yay:mladi
ve bagyazarikiann yapi. Kars (1939
-1943) ve Siint (1046-1850) milietvekii ole-
rak: TBMM'de butundu, Vatan, Son saat
ve Milliyet gazetelerinde de bagyazilar
yazdl,

Gazetecili@inin yani sira gok sayida pi-

ni benimsemsk. Hig:banimsemedidim bir
Oavrarig. =2, Bir kimsey, bir seyl benim-
semek, 0 kimseyl, o seyl kendine yakin
bulmak, savmek, cna isinmak, aligmak:
Hepimiz onu bonimseyiverdik. Cocuk ye-
ni okulunyu bir trld benimseyerned).
€ bunlmasenmek edilg. . Bir kimse-
den, bir seyden sz ederken kabul edil-
mek, ona sahip ¢ikimak: Tartigmasiz be-
nimsenen bir éneri.

& benlmaetmek ettirg. 1. (Bir kimse-
Y& bir geyi benimsetrnek, onu Kabut ettir-
mek: Bana digtincelerini zorla benimse-
temezsin.

BERLSERNIE o1 Dibi. Benimsenirlik
niteligi gésteren sdyiem igin kullanir,

BExipsrRinL a. Dbl Konusucu-
nun kolayce ariadidl va de dogal bir bi-
¢imde Uretigi sbylemin dzelligi. (Bk. an-
sikl. b1}

—ANSIKL. Dilbil, Benimsenirik, kullanim
modeiing badtanan bir kavramdir; bir edi-
nim 6rnedinden kaynaklanan dilbilgisel
timeeler biitininde, benimsenir timce-
fer altbirimi (sonsuz), bbyle bir model ara-
ciiyla belirlenebilir.

Konugucu dznenin sezgisine badil olan
benimsenirligin dereceleri vardir, ginkd
belirenmesinde bircok 6ge ige karngir; 6n-
celikle dilbiigisellik etkendir; bununia bir-
iikie, belii bir uzuniuktan snnra, dilkilgisel
¢isa bile bir timee benimsenitiging yiti-ir;
vine bu benimsenmezbk derecesi, dilin
s0zI0 va da yazili olmasinag gore verici ya
da alici agisindan farkiilklar gosterecek-
tir. Qvleyse benimsenebilirlik, baglama
(bildirinin iz, glrdka, vb.) ve Gznenin
ruhsal dzelliklerine (beliek, dikkat, vb.) de
baghdur.

BERIMGTHME ~ BENIMSEMEK,
BERESETHMEK — BENIMSEMEK.

BEXIM codl a. (ar. ibn'in ¢ofil. benin).
Esi. Oguliar, eviatiar.
g sif. Akl dngdrosi.

yass romani kaleme alchi; baghicalan: (- & BEMIR, esk Dahemey, Bah Afrika'da

cwtan kadin (1827), lIstrap c¢ocudu
(1827), Yaklacak kitzp (1827), Ask gline-
s/ (1830), Gozyaslar (1932), Bes hasia
var (1932), On yilin roman: (1833), Yos-
ma (1938), Sen ae seveceksin {1942), Fo-
ya (1644}, Ben hic sevmedim (1947), Po-
1 (1956), Adsiz sehit (1964).

grpicisel - senveRkeZGL
BERECIHCILEC — BENMERKEZOILIK.

Berbonk, ispanva’da seyfive mar-
kezi, Akdeniz kiisinda, Alicante'nin
K.-D.'sunda 12 100 nif.

BERIHATIRLA 2 Kurak boigeierde ye-
tisen, mizragime! yaprakh, beyaz va Ga
mavimet gigekli, yillik ya da gokyiiik bitki.
(Bil. 5. cmphalodes; hodangiller familya-
st} {Cesith tUrieri {akgimen, arjantingime-
ni, kiigUk hodan) bahgelerde sis bitkusi
olarak vetigtirilir. Omphalodes hudiliaz 0
rine Toroslar'da 1 800 m yUkseltiierde
rastianr ]

BeRl I9GEN, Boylk Sahre'mn Ceza-
yir kesiminde kent, Mzab'da, Gardaya'
nin @.'inde. Kente yalnizca yiksek sur-
d‘aki 0¢ kapidan girilebilir. Mzab bdlgesi-
nin en Onemli camisi olan kent camisi, ya-
nmdaire bigimi kulelerle donanan bir sur-

la gevrilidir. Hurma bahgesi. Din merke-
zi.

BERILDEMER — BELINLEMEK
BEMl B ELLAL, Fas'in bah kesiminde
i merkezi kent, Tadla ovasinda, Orta Al
iaslar'in eledinde: 63 800 nilf. Tanm pa-
221 Besin sanayisi (seker fabrikas) —Ben
Melat il 7075 kmZ; 668 700 nilf. (1962).
Tﬁadia ovasinda ve Orla Atlasiar'ir bir ba-
iminde uzanr,

BEninsEwEg g 1. 1. B cusoncey,
futumu, olayr, vb. benimsemek, onu dod-
Tu, kesin ya da hakh garmek, onaylamak,
begenmek; kabui etmek: Atatdrk fkeied-

deviet, Atiaz okyanusy (Benin kdrfezil ki-
yisinda; 113 000 km2; 4 000 000 ruf.
(1985). Baskenti Porto Novo, Resmi diti
fransizca.

COGRAFYA

6° ve 12° Kuzey enlemizri arasinda
€70 km boyunca uzanan Benin, kuzeye
dogru hafifge genisleyen dar bir toprak
seridi gtronusindedir. Atlas okyanusu
cephesinin (125 km} kenannda, by su
ortlterini (golier ya da denizkuiaklar) bir-
birinden ayiran kiy: seritieri uzamr. Bu ki-
yi seridinin ardinde, kirmizi renkli kumiu
- killi tortul getegierden olusan, hafiice an-
gebs=li bir plato yer aiir. Burasi, eski or-
manlann yerini, hurma bahgelerineg, man-
yok ve musir tarlalanna birakhd verimli bir
bolgedir. Ulkenin geri kalan bdlamd, yik-
seftisi 200-400 m arasinda dedisen, bir-
kag inselbergin yUkseldigi, Paraku'nun
kivrimianyla engebelenen ve K.'e dogru
yasl Atakora kitlesing kadar yavas yavag
ylikselen byl bir platodur. YUkseltisi
pek fazla oimayan (800 m) Atakora kit-
lesi, birbirini izie -an,igice gegmis dag s-
ralanndan oluzur; G.-B.'dan K.-D'ya
dogru uzanan Atakora kitlest, Volts sin-
rina paralel olarak Ulkeyi verev bigimde
ikiye ayinr. Akarsu adl, rejimieri dlizensiz
iki akarsu 6begi kapsar; blylk balumi
10° paralelin gectigi bolgsden dojan bu

akarsular, ya dogrudan dogruya ya da -

Nijer ve Volta irmaklarn aracihifiyla Allas
ckyanusu'na dokolar. Ulkenin ainey ke-
giminde ki mevsimi yagigh (mays-tem-
muz ve eylllekin) bir yanekvator iklimi
egemendir; bununla birlikte, ki1 boyun-
ca B.'dan D.'yz dogru ilerieven bir soduk
su akintis muson rlzgarlenmin etkisin
azalir. K.'e dofru gidildikge iki kars ik-
limii tropikal ikdim varlidim duyurmaya
baglar; ocak ayinda sik ik Atlas okyanu-
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BENIN

su kiyisina kadar sokulan harmatian riz-
gan, sicakhik ve nem farkhliklarin: artine.

NUfus, Ulke toprakiarina son derece
esitsiz bicimaes dadiimis 60 kadar halktan
olugur. Oldukga yodun ndfusiy (km?'ve
ortalama 25 kis)) glney kesimdea Foniar,
Yoruba kbdkenli Nagolar, Plalar, Minalar,
Acalar ve Benin'e gerl donen 'Brezilya-
higr'' (Porio Movo ve Uidan'in blyik tac-
car aileleri Brazilya'lidir) vasar, K. de Ba-
ribalarn, Sompalar'in, Pollarin yan sire,
komsu (ikelerde de rastianan loplulukiar
{Ozellikle Hausalar ve Mosiler) yerlesmig-
tir.

Geleneksel besin tanmina {darn, piring,
yarm, manyok) sipekiiasyona yéneiik bir
kesim (G.'ge yad gtkanian bitkiler, kahve,

Banin (Niieryz)
eski tralidinds sanat;
ik savage ve i celpoma pevril
bir sef: gBsieren bronz levie
musée de (Homme, Farfs

4 do PHomma
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Giiven Belgeli Haberciler araailifiyla nasil
temsii ediieceklerinin ona agklandigim s0y-
ityordu.

Unveiled Mysteries ABD'min her yaninda
cok sayida satiidi. 1934"te Ballard'lar Chica-
go'da kurslar diazenleyerek GOfe Yiksel-
mis Efendilerden haber ileuneye bagladilar.
Aynica bagka kentlere yolculuklar yapsrak
ders verdiler ve toplanulan yonettiler. Ha-
reketin itk ortaya gikugi ylarde dinsel
gosterileri ve yagama bigimleri oldukca
yalindi, ama hareketi izleyenler ve maii
destek saglayanlar gofaldikca, toplaptilar
gbsterigli olmaya bagladi. Hareketin en
parlak dénemi ofan 1938'de, dye saylsinin
1-3 milyon arasinda oldufu sambr; ama bu
konuyla ilgili resmi istatistik yoktur. Gene
de bu dénemde, binlerce ksinin Ballard’lan
gorip dinteyebiimek icin ABD nin biyiik
kentlerindeki en bilyik salonlan doldurdu-
gu degrudur. Hareketi sirrdiirmek igin yerel
subeler kuruldu, ayhk The Voice of the |
Am {(Benim'in Sesi) derpisi yayimland:,
Orgiitin merkezi Chicago'daydi.

Zamanla basinda Ballard’lar ile ilgihi elesti-
riler cogaldy; dolandinahkla suclanmaya
bagladilar. 1939°da Guy Ballard, Aziz Ger-
main’den biitiin toplantilan bir sire igin
erteleme talimat: aldigim duvurdu. lenide,
toplant ve derslere, ancak harekete kabul
edilenler katlabitecekti. Guy Ballard’in 29
Aralik 1939°da Olmesi, hareket iginde bd-
linmelere yol acti. Edne Ballard eginin
cesedini yakurdiktan sonra Eallardin gdfe
yikseldifini ve Goge Yikselmig Efendiler
kaunz ulasufrm 1 Ocak 1940'ta, derslenn-
den birinde duyurdu. Ama, Ballard'mn 6litm
haberi, birgok kisinin hareketten aynlmas-
na neden oldu: cunkd Ballard'm Sgretisine
gbre, gbfe vitkselis (beden ve ruhgdciinden
sonsuza defin kurtulug) fiziksel Oliim yasan-
madan gerceklesecekti. Edna Ballard, hare-
ketin baskanhfini stirdirdd ve sik stk 6lmig
kocasindan haberler iletd.

1940’ta Edna, Donald ve hareketin Onder-
lerinden birkag, inananlan aldatarak para-
lanina el koymaktan dolayv1 dolandincilikla
suglandilar; bu da harekete inen ikinci
darbe oldu, Uzun stren ve blivik yankilay
uwyandiran duresma, Edna ve Donald'im
birkac maddeden birden mahkimivetleriyle
sonucland:. Sonug birkag kez temyiz edildi,
1946°da ABD Yiksek Mahkemesi teknik
bir ayrint: pedeniyle suglamays iptal etti.
Bununlz Dbirlikte, Ballardlann postadan
yararianma haklan ellerinden alindr, Hare-
ket canhibifimi yitirdiyse de, Edna Ballard
1971°ge 6ldiiginde héla harekete inananiar
vardi.

Benin, resmi adi BENIN HALK CUMMURIYETL,
Fransizca REPUBLIGUE POPULAIRE DU BENIN,
eskiden (1975e dedin) pasoMEY, Batt Afn-
ka'nin en kicik bagimsiz lilkelerinden biri.
Benin Korfezinden 700 km kadar igerive
uzamr, kuzeyde Nijer Immafr ile glineyde
Atlas Olyanusu arasinda 112,600 km“lik
alan kaplar. Baudan Togo, kuzeybatidan
Burkina Faso (1984’e degin Yukan Vola),
kuzeydofudan Nijer, dogudan Nijerya ile
cevrilidir. Guneydeki k1 seridinin uzunlo-
gu yalmzea 120 km'dir. Resmi bagkenti
Porto-Movo olmakla birlikte, deviet isleri
{ilkenin en biytk kenti Cotonou’dan viri-
tilior. Mifosu (1986 tah.) 4.126.000 cir.

DOGAL YAPL Benin beg dogal bdélgeve
aynhr: Ky bolgesi, berre (kil} boigesi,
Bemin Piziolari, Atakora Daglan ve Nijer
diizhikleri. Alcak ovalardan olugsan fuwi
bitgesi taginlerle kaphdir ve batda Grand
Popo Laguninden, doguda Porto-Noveo La-
giinline Kadar uzamr. Barre bolgesinde bazn

kavaglarin bozunmasiyla olugmug singersi
Kifli topraklar verimi bir plato olusturur.
Burada Aliada’dan Abomeyv'e kadar yays-
fan gbglik toprakiar {izerinde olusinug genig
Lama bateklfs yer alir. Kristallegmis bir
tzban tizerinde yer alan killi toprakiarm
olusturdugu Benin Platolarnimn Abomey,
Aplahoué, Ketou ve Zagnanado yOreierin-
de yikseklik 90-230 m arasinda defisis.

ronier palmivesi, undistancevizi, kapok, ma- -
un ve abanoz aaclanyia kaphdir, Abomey'in
kuzeyinde orman ve savan kangmm bir bitlg
ortusit gorilis. Daha kuzeyde ormamn yerini
savanlar alir. Burada fil, panter, aslan, gesith
antifop tiirleri, maymun, yabandomuze, tim-
sah ve mandz gibi hayvanlar vagar. Toprafin
yaklag:t vizde 15 tarma elveristidir, yiizde
5 kadari da otlak olarak kullanibr,
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Yiksekliklar rotre cingindendi |

Benin

Kuzeybatida ver alan Atakora Daglan,
Togo dag dizisinin bir uzantsidir, en yiksek
yeri 630 m'dir. Kuzeydoguda Nijer Irmaf
vadisine dogru inen Nijer dizhikleri, killi
kum taglarindan olusur. Benir'in en uzun
wmaf olan CQuémé, glinevde Porto-MNovo
Laglniine dékittiir. Uzunlugu 456 km olan
wmagm 200 km’'lik bolimi ulagima elveris-
lidir.

Kivi bélgesinde Ekvator iklimi egemendir,
bitun yib sicakhk valmizea 22° 34°C arab-
ginda defisir. Giineyde biri mart ayindan
hazirana, 6teki eyiblgen kasima defin stiren
iki yagmur mevsimi vaganr. Bunlar arasin-
da da iki kurak mevsim gdrilir, Kuzeyde
vagmur mevsioi meayistan evlilie degin de-
vam eder; Oteki aylar kurak geger. Giney-
de yilhk vaps toplam 760-1.270 mm arasin-
da defisir; kuzeye dofru gittikce yapslar
azalir. Ulkenin giney bolgesi vag paimiyesi,

Ulkede heniiz isletmeve aglmamg fosfat,
alun ve krom yataklzn vardir. 1980terin
baginda petrol rezervieri 9,5 milyon ton
olarak tzhmin edilmekteydi.

NUFUS

Benin niifusunun yaklagik vansy 15 yagn
altindadir, Wifus yoguniugu km®de 30.6
kigidir; ama Glke toprakianom Gcte binni
olusturan giiney bélgesinde niifusun bete
ikisi yasar. Kuzevdeki kimi bblgelerde yal-
mzca gdeebe Fulaniler bulunur, 1984 verile-
niyle kentlerde yagavaniar ilke nifusunun
viizde 16am olusturmaktaydi. Ticar ve
siyesal vyasamun merkez olan Cotonou,
Avrupaldann kurdufu modern bir kenttir.
Bagkent FPorto-MNovo Afrikallarea kurul-
mustor ve hem Avrupa'ya, hem Afrika’ya
dzgl nitelikier tamr. Cotonow'nun ndfusu
(1982 tah.) 487.000, Ponto-Novo'pun mive:
su ise 208.25R'dir
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THE THREE-PARTY SYSTEM IN DAHOMEY:
11, 1956-1957

"BY MARTIN STANILAND

IN an earlier article in this Jouwrnal (x1v, 2, 291-312), I examined the

process by which three regionally-based political parties appeared in

Dahomey under the stimulus of rapid enfranchisement and constitutlonal

reform. By 1953 the triangle of regional parties was complete the south-
cast was effectively controlled by Apithy’s s Parti Républicain du Dahomey

(P R.D. ) the north by Maga’s Mouvement Démocratique du Dahomey
(M.D.D.), and south-western and central Dahomey was coming into the

fold of the Union Démocratique Dahoméenne (U.D.D.).

The U.D.D. aspired to be a ‘national’ party, rqectmg the ‘tribalism’ of
Apithy and Maga; it also claimed to be a ‘mass’ party, by-passing the
‘vote contractors’ upon whom its rivals depended. The purpose of this
article is to establish how far the U.D.D. was successful in pursuit of these
claims and under the pressure of its rivals. The elections of 1957 were of
crucial importance to the parties since, for the first time, they offered
a prospect of executive power to the winners. The tactics of the parties in

_ the 1957 elections are therefore of particular interest.

The 1956 National Assembly Elections

On 2 January 1956 elections were held for the territory’s two seats in the
National Assembly. Five slates, each of two candidates, were put forward.
The P.R.D. slate consisted of Apithy and Valentin Djibodé Aplogan, a
member of the royal family of Allada and a major electoral contractor for
the P.R.D. The M.D.D. put up Maga and Faustin Gbaguidi, a member of
the Savalou royal family—a choice intended to consolidate the M.D.D.’s
foothold in southern politics. The U.D.D. proposed Adandé and *
Ahomadegbe, a strong combination which would bring in regional votes
from Abomey and Porto-Novo (Adandé’s home town) as well as the votes
of students and évolués. T'wo northern lists were presented in opposition to
the M.D.D.: one was headed by the Bariba civil servant, Antoine Toko,
the other by Paul Darboux, the Djougou merchant.

Apithy and Maga were returned to the Assembly, having received

35.8 and 33.7 per cent respectively of all votes cast.' But the U.D. D.
list attracted over 22 per cent of votes cast, and an examination of the
regional figures (see tables Ya and Ib) shows a clear reduction of the

' The final figures were: Apithy-Aplogan, 64,344 votes; Maga-Gbaguidi, 60,600;
Adandé-Ahomadegbe, 40,637 ; Toko-Maurat, 10,502; Darboux-Soumanou Mama, 2,063,
The total turnout was 46-6 per cent (174,734 out of a registered electorate of 384,868)
(France-Dahomey, 3 Jan. 1956, 13 Jun. 1950).




mm‘Ci?‘”y by euttings. They succeed well in
any good sail, the tubers or the young
A eing set i beds as soon as danger from
i‘l“‘_mi; past. . When frost has killed the tops
z'“"\], automn, the plants are dug and the tubers
i in a cool, dry cellar until spring, or until
are needed for obtaining  cuttings, when
are placed on  greenhouse  henches and
Few pests attack the plants.

N\m
st
Lmos

they
(\»rffd'
DAHLMANN, ddl'man, Friqdrich Chris-
n, German historian and political leader: b.
opt: Germany  (then under Swedish rule),
way ]3]]785; d. Bom, Dec. 5, 1860. Educated at
A ahagen and Wittenberg, he taught at Kiel
“'Im 1812 and was an early leader of the Ger-
jf;yns who soughl {0 separate Sch]eswig—}lol’stein
‘_';‘\nn the Danish erown. In 1829 he was appointed
X Jessor of history at Gottingen and had a major
I‘:(r( 1 Traming the liberal Hannover constitution
X:X 1833, When this was abrogated (1837) by
'ng Ernest Augustus, Dahlpmpn was one of the
eofcssors, known as the “Gottingen Seven,” who
qade formal protest. All were dismissed and
wnished, but public 111(!1;{1]:111(311 over ‘the action
qimulated the demand for political reform.
Appointed to the faculty of Bonn University
o 1842, Dahlmann re-entered political life after
qie outbreak of the 1848 revolation. He was a
prominent member of the National Assembly at
Frankfurt am Main in 1848-1849 and was one of
ihe committee of 17 named o draft a constitution
jor its consideration.  The constitution failed
o win acceptance, and Dahlmann, despairing of
whieving a unified Germany under a constitu-
sonal monarchy, returned to teach at Bonn in
1830, His political theory is set forth in Die
Pofitik ... (1835). Major historical works are
Opellenkunde der deutschen Geschichte (1830), an
mportant hibliography of sources for German
nistorical research, expanded by Georg Waitz in
1875 and by others in the 20th century; and Ge-
whichte won Dénemark (3 vols,, 1840-43).

DAHLSTIERNA, dal’shar-na, Gunno (orig-
imil  surname EureLius), Swedish poet:
(irs, Dalsland, Sweden, Sept. 7, 1661; d. Pomer-
amia, Sept. 7, 1709, His professional career as a
knd surveyor required him to spend considerable
tme in Sweden’s remoter territories, and in the
eourse of these sojourns he wrote the mtensely
jatriotic poemis on which his fame rests. He was
made head of the Swedish land survey depart-
ment in 1699, and in 1702, in recognition of his
professional service and poetic talents, was given
a title of nohility as Dahlstierna, Best known of
lis works are a melodious elegy on the death of
King Charles X1, Kunga Skald (1697), and an
illegorical epic in dialect, much in the spirit of
i folk song,. Gista Kidmpawisa om Kdnimgen d
Herr Pddar (1701), inspired by the victory of
Uharles N11 over Peter the Great of Russia at
Narva (1700).

DAHN, din, (Julius Sophus) Felix, Ger-
man legal scholar, historian, and poet: b, Ham-
hurg, Germany, Feh. 0, 1834; d. Breslau, Jan. 3,
1"‘13‘ Professor of law at Wirzburg (from
1863), Konigsherg (from 1872) and Breslau
"rom 1888 rector from 1895), he was a prolific
“Titer of histories, historical novels, plays, and
l_'uctry, and s best remembered for his works
(meerning carly Germanic peoples.  Among his
Mstorical writings are Dic Konige der Germanen

DAHLMANN —DAHOMEY, REPUBLIC OF KER

(20 vols., 1861-1911) and Urgeschichie der ger-
manischen  und  romanischen Vélker (4 vols,
1881-90). His fictional works include Liin Kampf
win Rom (1876), his first and best-known novel,
describing the fall of the Ostrogoths’ empire,
and numerous romances such as Odhins Trost
(1880), based on sagas of the Nordic gods.

DAHOMEY, Republic of, da-hd'mi, Fr.
da-o-ma’, independent republic, West Africa, a
member of the French Community. The Repub-
lic of Dahomey extends from the Gulf of Guinea,
on the Atlantic Coast, some 435 miles northward
to the Niger River. 1t is bounded on the east by
the Federation of Nigeria, on the west by the
Republic of Togo, and on the north hy the re-
publics of Upper Volta and Niger. Dahomey’s
width varies from about 75 miles in the south to
ahout 190 miles in the north, its area heing just
under 44,390 square miles. Estimated population
in 1959 was ahout 1,750,000, including approxi-
mately 3,000 nonindigenous persons. Porto-Novo,
the capital, a seaport, has a population estimated
(1957) at 31,500, and Cotonou, also an important
seaport and the republic’'s commercial and trad-
ing center, 57,900.

The Land.—Dahomey falls into roughly four
zones, from south to north. On the coast is a
narrow rectangular area of littoral dunes behind
which expands a system of lagoons. Inland is an
area of unmense palm forests, followed by the
marshy depression of Lama. Northward of this
rise the hills of the hinterland and the Atakora
Mountains, which reach altitudes of 1,600 feet.

In_the southern part of the country, the cli-

mate 1s equatorial—hot and humid, with a mean
temperature of over 80° F.” Rainy seasons in the
spring and fall occur between a dry summer and
dry winter season, the latter characterized hy the
harmattan, a cold, dry wind that blows from the
north-northeast for several days at a time, In
the north the climate is tropical, with consider-

_ahle difference in -temperature between day and

night and two strikingly different seasons of rain
in summer (June to October) and winter har-
mattan. =

The People.—Dahomey is the most densely
populated of the French Community states in
West Africa. The principal native tribes are the
Fon and Adja in the south, agricultural people
who speak™tlie Ewe languages; in the north, the
Yoruba and Mahi, essentially traders, and the
Bariba, once raiders but now a settled agricul-
tural people; and the Somba, who live in the
region between the Atakora Mountains and Togo.

Economic Activity—The country 1is es-
sentially agricultural, its principal natural re-
source being the oil palm, which is cultivated
from the coast to a distance of 300 miles inland.
The palm kernels and oil provide Dahomey with
its chief exports, along with coffee beans. Other
agricultural products include castor bheans, nuts,
cotton, kapok, root plants (igname, manioc, taro),
and various fruits. Cattle and sheep are bred in
the north, and fishing in the lagoons and rivers
is extensive. There is also regulated game hunt-
ing.

The country’s developing industry includes
cotton and kapok gins and oil- and nut-processing
factories. The harbor of Cotonou handled grow-
ing freight loads during the 1950’s, and in 1959
improvements were undertaken to increase the
port’s capacity.

Some 3,200 miles of roads include three fed-
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der engiischen Revolution (1844) and Geschichte der franzisi-
schen Revolution, -In these works he showed 4 strong preference
ior the English form of constitution as analyzed by Montesquieu
and this view and preference determined his work after 1848 on
the proposed German constitution. In 1848, at Frankfurt, he was
a member of the preliminary parliament and of the national
assembly in the Paulskirche, He was appointed to the constitu-
tional committee, and the draft constitution was largely influenced
by his ideas. A Protestant and a northerner, Dahlmann had no
emotional ties with the historic medieval empire or with Austria
and he wished for the exclusion of the non-German Austrian
dominions from a unified Germany. His thinking on German
unity envisaged a constitutional monarchy under Prussian leader-
ship, supported by a strong middle class. Absolutism and radical-
jsm were alike alien to his thinking. When Frederick William 1V
was elected emperor by the Frankfurt assembly on March 28,
1849, Dahlmann was one of the deputation which offered him the
crown in Berlin. After the king’s refusal Dahlmann retired from
the national assembly (May 21) and gradually from political life.
He was still, however, one of the chief promoters of the Gotha
conference in June 1849 and sat in the Prussian parliament (1849-
$0) and in the Union parliament at Erfurt (1850). He died in
Bonn on Dec. 5, 1860. Dahlmann’s writings influenced H. von
Sybel and H. von Treitschke.

Of his other works the most important is Quellenkunde der
deutschen Geschichte (1830), which, revised by G. Waitz and later
by others, appeared in its 9th edition, under the title Daklmann-
Waitz, in 1931. :

DAHN, (JULIUS SOPHUS) FELIX ( 1834-1912), Ger-
man poet, jurist and historian, author of historical novels with a
didactic-intent inspired by the writer’s attitude to contemporary
issues. He was born on Feb. 9, 1834, in Hamburg. His father,
Friedrich Dahn, and his mother, Konstanze Dahn (née Le Gay),
were on the stage and the family had been connected with the
theatre for several generations. Felix Dahn grew up in Munich
in an intellectual and artistic atmosphere and studied law and
philosophy in Munich and Berlin (1849-53). His parents sepa-
rated in 1850 and the shock drove him into a solitary asceticism
which remained characteristic. His Erinmerungen (6 vol., 1890
95) give a vivid picture of his early life as a member of a Protes-
tant family living in predominantly Roman Catholic Bavaria and
of the growth of the liberal and monistic ideas which were to
inform his work. He was appointed Privatdozent at Munich uni-
versity (1857), after publishing several works in jurisprudence,
but had already begun composing verse-epics on subjects from
early German history, encouraged by Theodor Fontane and influ-
enced by de la Motte Fouqué and Graf von Platen-Hallermiinde
(Harald und Theano, 1854-55; Die Amalungen, written in 1857
58, published in 1876). He was appointed to 3 professorship at
Wiirzburg in 1863, then moved to the University of Konigsberg
in 1872 and settled at Breslay in 1888, where he achieved great
Popular fame as teacher, lecturer and poet. His liberal principles
developed strongly at this time in the. direction of Bismarckian
patriotism. He became rector of the university in 1893, ‘

His work as a scholar is enshrined in a great number of books
and monographs on historical subjects, the most substantial being
Die Kinige der Germanen (11 vol., 1861-1907), Die Urgeschichte
der germanischen und romanischen Vélker (4 vol,, 1881-90) and
Deutsche Geschichte von der Urzeit bis 843 (1883-88)." All reveal
Immense erudition and great imaginative insight, Many of his
tssays and articles were collected in Bausteine (8 vol,, 1879-84).
His historical novels enjoyed an enormous success at the time;
but are not widely read today. The best is probably Ein Kampf
4m Rom (4 vol., 1876-78), where he succeeds in infusing a tense
and theatrical story about the decline of the power of the Goths
n Italy with a good deal of contemporary relevance. Its success
led him to produce a series of similar works, treating historical
Subjects in an emotional way with a pedagogic ‘aim.  His first
Volume of poems was published in 1857 and he produced a steady
Stream of poetry, mostly ballads, till the end of his Iife.. ‘His first
Marriage was dissolved. His second wife, Therese (née Freiin
von Droste-HijlshofE), collaborated in some of his noavels. His
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Samtliche Werke poetischen Inhalts (21 vol.) appeared in 1899
and were augmented by four more volumes in 1903. He died in
Breslau on Jan. 3, 1912,

Bieriograrav.—H, Meyer, Felix Dahn (1913); biographies by C.
Kollmann in Altpreussische Biographie, vol. 1 (1941) and F. Martini
in Neue deutsche Biographie, vol. 3 (1957), (W.D. W)

DAHOMEY (Fox), the name of a people living in the south
of the Republic of Dahomey in Africa; they speak Fon, a language
belonging to the Kwa subfamily of the Niger-Congo family of
African languages. According to a Dahoman tradition, first re-
corded in the late 17th century, the kingdom was formed when
the conqueror of a group living on the plateau of Abomey slit
open the corpse of his defeated enemy, Da, and reared his com-
pound over it, naming it “in the belly of Da” or Dg-ho-mé. The
Aladahonu dynasty, which later conquered its way to the coast,
continued to reign until it fell before the French in 1894,

The traditional economy of Dahomey was based on agriculture.
There was considerable craft specialization, and cowrie shells used
as money laid the basis for an intricate market system. Specialists
included administrators, tax collectors, priests and diviners. So-
cial structures ranged from the polygynous immediate family
(hwe), through the extended family (gbe) to the totemic clan
(venu). Secret societies were banned, these being regarded as
potential instruments of political subversion.

World view and ritual organization are complex. The off-
spring of an androgynous Great God (Mawu-Lisa) constitute
pantheons of nature deities; there are personal gods and forces,
an ancestral cult, developing out of a complicated series of beliefs
in multiple souls, magic and an intricate divining system, the cult
of Fa. The whole comprises a tightly integrated conceptual unity
that supports the economic, social and political systems. Daho-
man culture has éxtensive aesthetic resources in wood carving,
brass working and cloth weaving. Art has both religious and
secular significance, brass figurines and appliquéd cloths being
symbols of wealth and high political position. There is a wealth
of narrative forms and a rich musical tradition, See also Damo-
MEY, REPUBLIC OF : History; The People.

See M. J. Herskovits, Dahomey: an Ancient West A frican Kingdom,

2 vol. (1938); M. J. and F. S. Herskovits, Dakomean Narrative: a
Cross-Cultural Analysis (1958). (M. J. Hs))

DAHOMEY, REPUBLIC OF (REPUBLIQUE pU DamHo-
MEY), since .1960 an independent republic in West Africa, extends
from the Bight of Benin in the south to the Republic of Niger in
the north, where the Niger River (g.v.) forms its boundary. On
the east it is bounded by Nigeria, on the west by the Republic of
Togo, and on the northwest by the Republic of Upper Volta. It
lies approximately between latitude 6° and 12° 30 N and longi-
tude 0° 45" and 3° 45" E. Measuring about 416 mi. (670 km.)
north-south and about 78 mi. (125 km.) east-west (except toward
the Niger where it widens to about 202 mi. [325 km.]), Dahomey
is small compared with other African countries; its area is 43 483
sq.mi. (112,622 sq.km.) and its population (1968 est.) 2,576,600.
The capital is Porto-Novo (g.v.).

Physical Geography.—Four regions are distinguishable: ( 1)
the coastal belt, low, flat, and with clumps of coconut palms,
an extensive sand bar forming an obstacle to the establishment
of ports. Behind the sandy fringe is a depression occupied by
lagoons, some interconnected (Porto-Novo Lagoon, 12 mi. 19
km.] long; Cotonou or Nokoué Lake; Ouidah Lagoon, 25 mi.
long; Grand-Popo Lagoon; connected with those of Togo), but
they join the sea only at Grand-Popo:and at Cotonou; (2) farther
north the terre de barre (“bar country”), a fertile clay plateau
crossed by a wide marshy depression, the Lama, between Allada
and Abomey. This region is flat and uniform except for some
isolated hills not exceeding 1,300 ft. (400 m.); the greater part
of Dahomey forming a plain on a “crystalline base, gently un-
dulating or dominated by occasional banks of bare rocks; (3) the
Atakora massif in the: northwest, reaching 2,146 ft. (654 m.), a
dissected quartzite plateau flanked by escarpments from which
streams flow toward the sea, toward the Niger (Mékrou, Alibori),
and toward the Volta . (Pandjari); (4) the eastern plains, the
Borgu, and the plain of Kandi, crossed by the tributaries of the
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THE THREE-PARTY SYSTEM IN DAHOMEY:
I, 1946-56

BY MARTIN STANILAND

when the electorate numbered 352,338 (in 1955), it was ‘only a minute
element’ in the population.? My argument is that the structure and tactics
of the major parties were products of a situation in which enfranchisement
occurred with great speed in a society which was very unmodernized.
The phenomenon was, of course, a common one in the 1g950s; but
Dahomey was an extreme example,

The underdevelopment of Dahomey

It would be hard to disagree with Glél¢’s general comment on the poli-
tical sociology of Dahomey when he writes:

.. . beneath the appearance of democratic rule, there is in fact rule over the

people (une démocratie souvernée), directed by a minute bourgeoisie which the
illiterate rural masses follow.3

In the mid-fifties, some 87.6 per cent of the active population was engaged
in agriculture, and agricultural produce provided 93 per cent of the value of
Dahomey’s exports. In 1947 there were only 12,600 wage-earners in the
territory, most of them in central government service: there were few
employees in the agricultural sector, Compared with Ghana, Ivory Coast,
or Senegal, urbanization was at a low level: in 195 5only 7.1 per cent of the
population was in towns of 20,000 or more inhabitants.* With the growth
of Cotonou in the fifties, trade unions began to become politically signi-
ficant; but in 1953 there were only 16,500 trade union members in

" Dahomey, divided between the C.G.T, CFT.C. and F.O. cenirales as

well as autonomous bodies, 5 Incomes, principally derived from low price
oleaginous commodities, were small: in 1956 per capita G.D.P. was
equivalent to £33, Disparities between north and south were considerable.

#F'Maurice-A. Glélé, Naissance d’un Etat Noir. Lsvolution politigue et constilutionnelle
du Dakomey, de Ia colonisation & nos Jours (Paris, 1969). % Ibid. 71 # Ibid. 41.
* Robert Cornevin, Histoire du Dahomey (Paris, 1962), 465—7; A. Akindélé and C.
Aguessy, Le Dahomey (Paris, 19553), 95; M. J. Herskovits and M. Harwitz (eds.), Econonic

Transition in Africa (London, 1964), 258; Ministére de la France d’Outre-Mer, Direction

des Aﬁ'aires Politiques, z2me Bureay, Z¢ Syndicalisme dans les Territoires Africains (x954),
® Ministére de la F rance d’Outre-I\/Ier, Le Syndicalisme.
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Indirect Rule in Yorubaland

chief was going to be a cipher or not depended on the personality of the chief
himself. It is wisest, therefore, not to be dogmatic on this issue, and to consider

each case on its merits.
The indirect rule system, then, while it lasted, proved a useful system of

local government in Yorubaland. Its value, however, might well have been
greater had those who operated it been readier, especially during the 1940s,
to include within it a higher proportion of the more progressive elements.

Further Reading )
ATANDA, J. A., The New Oyo ‘Empire’: A Study of British Indirect Rule
in Oyo Province, 1894-1934, Ph.D. Thesis, Ibadan 1967. :

AWOLOWO, 0., Path to Nigerian Freedom, Chapters IV, VI, VIII and IX;
Faber and Faber (first published 1947, reprinted 1966).

HAILEY, LORD; Native Administration in the British African Territories
Part 111, London 1957. :
PERHAM, M., Native Administratio in Nigeria, O.U.P. 1937.
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Tadirect Rule in Benin
P. A. Igbhafe

Department of History,
University of Ife

The period before 1914

In 1897 a British punitive expedition conquered Benin and deposed the Oba,
Ovonramwen, and exiled him to Calabar. The expedition was the result f
wh.at the, old text books called the “Benin Massacre’ of 1896. In that ye .
“cting conspl Phillips and his party were killed by Bini soldiers .While on St,h:;.r’
way to Benin to attempt to persuade the Oba to sign a treaty by which Beni
would become British-protected territory. .

Acting consul Phillips

29
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THE FALL OF BENIN: A REASSESSMENT?

BY PHILIP A. IGBAFE

DespiTE the fact that Europeans had been in trading contact with Benin
for some four centuries, and despite the increasing use by British consuls
of gun-boats to protect British trade and interests, and to intervene in
the affairs of African states on the Bights of Benin and Biafra2, it was not
until well into the second half of the nineteenth century that the kingdom
of Benin became a matter of official concern to Britain. The consular activi-
ties and ‘gun-boat politics’® were essentially coastal, and the territories
under the effective rule of the Obas of Benin were long untouched by
British commercial and political influences. The first British inroad into
this isolation of Benin came with the visit of Richard Burton in 1862,
while he was British consul at Fernando Po. In his subsequent book,
Burton emphasized the moral degeneracy of the people, the decline of their
standard of civilization and the ‘bloody customs’. He described Benin as
a place of ‘gratuitous barbarity which stinks of death’. Burton’s account
was given wide publicity* and therefore became a threat to the indepen-
dence of Benin.

It is tempting to argue that subsequent consular attempts to visit Benin
were motivated by the desire to confirm the ‘uncivilized’ practices which
Burton’s account publicized. It is true that such accounts stirred the con-
sciences of many in an age when the industrial revolution had made
humanitarianism a fashionable doctrine, and when the trade in tropical
products had replaced the slave-trade as ‘legitimate’ trade. The events
which followed Burton’s visit do not, however, bear out the contention
that the pressure of officials on Benin in the 18gos was due to humani-
tarian considerations. Rather, the increased pressure to bring Benin into
the sphere of consular control was occasioned by commercial considerations. 5
The rich products of Benin forests had to be exploited. Penetration into
the Oba’s territories was a prerequisite if access to these forests was to be
gained. Freedom to exploit the forests implied the co-operation or sub-
ordination of the powerful ruler at Benin, who was, in any case, not willing

! It should be pointed out that this article was written before the appearance of
Professor A. F. C. Ryder’s Benin and the Europeans, 1485~1 897 (London, 1969). All F.O.
and C.O. references are to records at the Public Record Office, London. Except when
otherwise stated, other references are to documents at the National Archives, Ibadan,
Nigeria.

? The most notable of these Consuls was John Beecroft. See K.O. Dike, ‘ John Beecroft,
1790-1854 : Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul to the Bights of Benin and Biafra, 1849~-1854’
Journal of the Historical Society of Nigeria, 1, no. 1 (1936), 5—14.

* K. O. Dike: Trade and Politics in the Niger Delta (Oxford,1956), 128.

4 Sir Richard Burton, My Wanderings in West Africa by a F.R.G.S., part II, ‘The
renowned city of Benin’, (1863). 5 See pp. 388-93 below.
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representatives were merely complying with Ovonramwen’s wishes. Lastly,
and this is most significant, the treaty with the ‘X’ marks in place of the
signatures of the Oba and his chiefs marked the beginning of the end of the
independence of Benin.l® It was a huge diplomatic success for Gallwey
and the cause which he represented. He had, by the treaty, provided
Britain with the legal grounds for subsequently holding Oba Ovonramwen
accountable for practices which were adjudged obstructionist and hostile
to British commerce and the British policy of penctration into the interior
of the country.1t

Contrary to popular views, the treaty did not mention, at least speci-
fically, anything about human sacrifices, bloody customs or the slave-trade,
except in so far as these might, by some strenuous stretch of the imagina-
tion, have been implied in the last part of Article V, which, inter alia,
mentions in a vague way the Oba’s agreement to co-operate with British
officials in the interest of ‘order, good governmentand the general progress
of civilization’. On the other hand, the treaty was eloquently specific on
the commercial issues which prompted Gallwey’s visit, and also on the
issue of political control of the Oba, since this was necessary to secure
economic subordination as well. The treaty compelled the Oba to accept
the advice of British consular and other officials in the internal government
of his kingdom, in the adjudication of disputes, in his external relations
with neighbouring chiefs, and in ‘the development of the resources of the
country’ (Articles IT, IV and V). Civil and criminal jurisdiction in Benin
over  British subjects” and other foreigners ‘enjoying British protection’ was
reserved for Her Majesty’s consuls or other representatives (Article III).
Freedom of trade ‘in every part of the king’s territories’ was forced on the
Oba, including the building of ‘factories and houses’ in those parts (Article
VI).22 The Oba’s territories were similarly opened to all forms of religious
missions (Article VII).®® These were far-reaching concessions from a
hitherto independent ruler of vast dominions.

It is pertinent to state here that in the question of signing ‘treaties of
protection’ with British officials, African rulers had scarcely any choice in
the matter. Ovonramwen, like other African rulers, was made to sign the
‘book’ on the explanations given by Captain Gallwey. In fact, as
Gallwey himself explains, the Oba refused to touch the pen, though he
allowed his name to be written and his advisers 1o sign the treaty.™ It is
certain that the Oba did not invite Captain Gallwey to Benin City in 1892,

19 F.O. 84/2194, Macdonald to F.O. no. 26 of 16 May 1892 contains the details of this
treaty.
re“t}:I‘he treaty with Oba Ovonramwen was not, broadly speaking, different from those
signed with other African rulers in the Niger Coast Protectorate except that the Oba did
not object to any of the articles as Nana and Jaja had done in their own cases. This raises
the point whether the Oba at all understood the implications of the Treaty.

12 F.O. 84f2194, Macdonald to F.O. no. 26 of 16 May 1892; Henry Ling Roth, Great
Benin, its Customs, Art and Horrors (Halifax, 1903), appendix 1. B Ibid.

4 F.O. 84/2194, Gallwey’s Report on visit to Ubini (Benin City), the Capital of the
Benin Country, 30 March 1892, in Macdonald to F.O. no. 26 of 16 May 1892,
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SLAVERY AND EMANCIPATION IN
BENIN, 1897-1945

BY PHILIP A. IGBAFE "

ONE of the main economic props of the pre-colonial Benin kingdom was
the institution of slavery. Closely related to it but markec%ly c‘hffcltrc.:nt in
nature and practice was the system of pawning undel.~ which individuals
who borrowed money offered themselves or their relations as pledge. The
institution of slavery and the allied practice of pawning underwent chapges
of various kinds under British rule in the years after the Benin punitive
expedition. This paper attempts to analyse these changes anc.l to show that
the abolition of slavery in Benin by the British was used, in contrast to
many areas of Nigeria, to facilitate British occupation, and tbat 1atfi1: it
became an expression of British commitment to a prlnC}ple. This abohm_)n
of slavery in Benin created a host of probl@ms which had economic,
political and social ramifications. As far as possible, par.allels?, and contrasts
between Benin and other communities in Nigeria are given in order to put
the colonial experience of Benin in respect of slavery in its proper setting.

Until late in the nineteenth century, slavery in the Benin as well as in
other West African kingdoms had its own place in the structure of the
state. The institution of slavery, which ante-dated the advent of European
rule, had its roots basically in the economic, military, social and pol.mcal
necessities of the Benin kingdom. Broadly, two classes of shlave.s‘exxsted.
These were the king’s slaves and the slaves of ordinary Benin citizens. It
must be emphasized that the expression ‘king’s slave§’ in this context ‘has
to be differentiated from the common pre-colonial Edo expression,
evien-oba, whose literal meaning, ‘Oba’s slaves’, really meant fsub_]ects of
the Benin monarchy’. In this pre-colonial usage the connotation was not
one of servile status, nor was Benin one vast kingdom of slaves in
varying degrees of relationship to the Oba ‘apd chiefs.* The expression
merely served to stress the pre-eminent position of the mgqarchy in the
Benin political system. The expression was also used by Binis to identify
themselves as free subjects of the Oba under common bonds of brother-
hood.? . ‘ .

In pre-colonial Benin, slaves were acquired in a variety of ways. Tl}e
first was by the innumerable wars of conquest and expansion which Benin

1 This impression is given by Ling Roth in Great Bemn: Its customs, art and horrors
Halifax, 1903), 103. ) B
¢ 2 Foréign vi;itors to Benin did not quite understand this position aqd regf.irded Ehe
expressions as symbolic of a servile relationship between the Oba. and his subjects. See
Gallwey: ‘Journeys in the Benin country West Africa’ Geographical Journal, it (1893),
129; Roth, Great Benin, 103. Gallwey writes: ‘the Benin people are free, but are treated
3

as slaves by the king, the title of king’s slave being considered an honour.’

SLAVERY AND EMANCIPATION IN BENIN, 1897-1945  4IT

could be sacrificed or sold.” In this regard there were usually a few impor-
tant occasions during the year for making human sacrifices.® 'The first was
during the anniversary of the death of an Oba’s father (Ugierha-Oba). On
this occasion, a dozen each of slaves, cows, goats, sheep and fowls were
sacrificed with prayers by the Oba to his deceased father to preserve the
kingdom, spare it from all sickness, and save all the people and their
belongings as well as all the crops in their farms. While the slaves were
executed and thrown into the pits at the back of the Oba’s compound, the
animals were killed near the altar and their blood was sprinkled over the
big ivories and brass works stored in the palace. The ceremony usually
ended with feasting and dancing.

A second occasion for the sacrifice of one slave was at the annual bead
ceremony usually performed at the end of the rainy season. All the king’s
beads were collected and a kneeling slave was struck on the head by the
Oba so that the slave’s blood ran over the beads. The accompanying prayer
was that the ‘Bead spirit’ should give the Oba wisdom, and save him from
the harmful effects of any charms directed against him. The slave was
supposed to carry this supplication to the Bead spirit in the next world
when he was finally beheaded. In the same way human sacrifices were
carried out to propitiate the rain and sun gods, if, in any year, there was
either too much rain or sun or too little, as these affected the crops and
threatened the kingdom with famine. Sir Ralph Moor reported in 1897
that even after the capture of Benin City by the British, so incomprehen-
sible to the Oba was his surrender, deposition and changed circumstances,
that from his jail he asked for permission to send people to Bemun water-
side to catch some Urhobo slaves for sacrifice as the rains were falling too
incessantly for the good of the people and their crops.® A woman was
usually sacrificed on these occasions with a message for the Rain or Sun god
put into her mouth and, after death, she was hoisted ona crucifixion tree
‘for the rain and sun to see’.?

In the event of the priests and doctors declaring an epidemic to be
imminent, two slaves—male and female—were sacrificed to please the god
of sickness (Ogiwo) with prayers to spare the kingdom from the horrors of
an epidemic or general illness and to promote the birth of healthy male
children to all pregnant women. In a kingdom where ancestor worship was
widespread and where belief in the power of spirits for good and evil was
deeply entrenched in the religious philosophy of the people, the sacrifice
of slaves on the occasions referred to above, was an important aspect of the
state rituals.

In addition to these customary circumstances for human sacrifices, the

7 Interview with Oba Akenzua II (3.4.62) at which the palace chiefs were present.

8 Egharevba, Benin Law and Custom, 85-88. Public Record Office, London (PRO):
F.0. 2/178, Moor to F.O. 19 Nov. 1897, ‘Particulars of Benin History’ collected from the
court historian, and other chiefs. NAI: Cal Prof 8/2, Alfred Turner to Moor 30 Mar. 1897.

» PRO: F.O. 2/123 Moor to Salisbury No. 120 of 18.10.97.
10 PRO: F.O. 2/178 Moor to F.O. 19.11.97.
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A RECONSIDERATION OF THE IFE-BENIN
RELATIONSHIP? ‘

By A. F. C. RYDER

THE dynasty which now rules in Benin is related by current tradition to
the Yoruba complex of kingship through a common ancestor, Odudua,
the founder of Ife.? After banishing the last ruler of the first Benin
dynasty, the Ogiso, so the tradition runs, the people tried to establish a
non-monarchical form of government, but when disputes arose they sent
to Ife asking Odudua to give them one of his sons as their ruler. Although
Odudua was not able to meet this request in his lifetime, his son and
successor, Obalufon, sent his brother Oranmiyan to Benin. After living for
some years at Usama, on the outskirts of present-day Benin City, Oran-
miyan grew tired of the opposition he constantly met from the chiefs of
Benin and decided to return to Ife, leaving in his place as Oba or king the
son born to him by the daughter of a Benin chief. In his later years Oran-
miyan founded the dynasty of Oyo and finally returned to Ife where he
reigned as Oni. Thus the Benin tradition credits its ruling dynasty with a
premier position among the hierarchy of rulers in south-western Nigeria,
subject only to the ancestral line of Ife. It is possible to imagine circum-
stances in which such a claim would have been of great importance to
Benin and its Obas.

Through four centuries of contact between Benin and various nations
of Europe no hint of this relationship with Ife emerges in any record until
after the British occupation of the kingdom in 18g7. It is true that
European visitors to Benin lacked a sense of history, and either asked or
recorded nothing about the origins of the State and its dynasty. The
earliest evidence of this kind was written down in 1823 from information
gathered in Benin early that same year by a visitor who in all ascertainable
detail proves to have been a reliable observer.® The tradition he recorded
described the ‘founder of this extensive kingdom’ as a ‘white man who
came from the great water’. To that ruler ‘their tradition attributes the
plan and building of the city and king’s palace, the introduction of the arts
" of working in brass, iron, and ivory, and the establishment of laws’. The
visitor took this story to be a confusion of dynastic origins with memories
of the first arrival of the Portuguese, but such an explanation is most
implausible. More probably the ‘great water’ was not the ocean but the
Niger, which up to the nineteenth century was often referred to in this

1 The substance of this article was originally presented in a paper read to a Congress
of the Historical Society of Nigeria held at the University of 1badan in December 1962.

2 The best traditional account of Benin history is that of Chief J. U. Egharevba, 4 Short
History of Benin (third edition, Ibadan, :1g60).

3 Royal Gold Coast Gazette. vol. 1, no. 21, Tuesday, 25 March 1823, 73-4.
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behind them and granted the requests he had made; this foot they reverenced as
though it were something holy.” ‘

It must be considered significant that the Portuguese heard nothing about
the Ogane in Ijebu, although they frequently traded there early in the
sixteenth century and must have posed the same questions as in Benin.
Probably Ijebu was not then subject to the Ogane to whom Benin owed
allegiance.

Is it possible that the Ogane was the Oni of Ife?® The twenty moons’
journey mentioned by de Barros is no insuperable obstacle to such an
identification. Most attempts to translate such time measurements into
distance have failed to take account of the scale employed. In recent times,
for example, the journey from Uromi in Ishan to Benin City—some fifty
miles—traditionally took four to six months.® Moreover, the visit of a new
Oba’s emissaries to the Ogane was a ritual one which may have demanded
a lengthy stay in the overlord’s court.l® Therefore it is not necessary to
assume that the land of the Ogane lay a great distance from Benin.

Two further details about the Ogane recorded by the Portuguese
chroniclers raise greater difficulties. They insist that he lived to the east
of Benin—a matter on which Portuguese inquiries would have been very
particular, but possibly self-deluding, because they believed for a time that
Ogane might be Prester John. A recent clue that seems to point in the same
direction is provided by Ward-Price, who in the 1g20s was taken by Eweka
11 into a narrow room in the palace, at one end of which was a tall window.
The Oba told him that he went there alone every day at dawn, waited for
the first rays of the sun to illuminate the window (which must, therefore,
have faced east), then, pressing a brass cross to his forehead, prayed for
the Oghene (Oni) of Ife, the Alafin of Oyo, himself and all other Yoruba
kings.1* As there is no evidence that either the east or a similar dawn ritual
played any part in Ife or other Yoruba religious practice, it may well be
that the ceremonial described by Eweka II contained elements of two
distinct phases of politico-religious allegiance. However, it must be borne
in mind that the categories of direction, like those of distance, have to be
referred to the Benin context from which these items of information were
gathered. East and west are nowadays indicated at Benin with reference to
the morning and evening sun, and in the Benin view of the world the sun

7 3. de Barros, Da 4sia (Lisbon, 1552), decada I, livro 111, cap. iv.

8 This has been the general assumption. Cf. R. E. Bradbury, The Benin Kingdom and
the Edo-speaking peoples of south-western Nigeria (London, 1957), 20.

* C. G. Okojie, Ishan Native Laws and Customs (Yaba, n.d.), 210. It must also be
remembered that, in questioning the Benin envoy, the King of Portugal was seeking a link
between Benin and the land of Prester John, which maps then available represented as
being some 250 leagues apart.

10 In a personal communication, Dr R. E. Bradbury points out that ‘the Edo speak of
the messengers who carried the Oba’s remains to Ife taking about three years over the
journey. It was not only the length of stay at Ife that counted, but the ritual progression

itself from site to site along the route which the first Oba is supposed to have followed.”
1 H. L. Ward-Price, Dark Subjects (London, 1939), 238.
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be regarded as a correct description of the preparations made by the German v
High Command prior to invasion. No attempt has been made by the editor to

relate the narrative to historical facts and perhaps this is just as well. Even so,

the English foreword refers to the poem as ‘this classic’. It is not the first time

that such lavish praise has been bestowed upon a Swahili poem written in the /o~
traditional manner. This poem is a good example of its kind, and no more per i
than that. o

School of Oriental and African Studies,
University of London LYNDON HARRIES

A Short History of Bemin. By JacoB EcHaRevBA. Ibadan University Press,
3rd ed. (revised), 1960. Pp. xii, 101, illus. 8s. 6d.

Chief Egharevba’s A Short History of Benin was first published in English, by
the C.M.S. Bookshop in Lagos, in 1934. It was one of the first—and still remains
among the best—of the now numerous little books in which Nigerians have
written down the histories of their own peoples or states as they see them, relying
for the most part on oral tradition, but also often making use of such written
sources as were available to them. Its success eventually necessitated a reprint,
published by the author at Benin in 1953, and has now occasioned a completely
new edition.

This new edition has been handsomely re-set, in a larger and better format,
by the Ibadan University Press, and contains, in a foreword, a justly warm
appreciation of Chief Egharevba’s work by Dr R. E. Bradbury, the anthropolo-
gist on the recent Benin Historical Research Scheme. It has clearly undergone
a careful revision, involving some reorganization of chapters, the correction of
misprints, and the use of a more accurate orthography for proper names. In
addition there is some interesting new material, especially for the very early
period, the Ogisos and their immediate successors Evian and Ogiamwen, who
are remembered as the rulers of Benin before the coming of Oranmiyan from Ife
(which Egharevba dates c. A.D. 1170), but also for some of the earlier Obas of the
Oranmiyan line, such as Ewuare (c. 1440) and Ozolua (c. 1481).

Both the value and the appeal of this important source-book for Nigerian
history will be increased by this new edition.

: J. D. F.

Kamerun unter Deutscher Kolonialherrschaft. Herausgegeben von DR HELMUTH
StoEckeR. Band 1.—Schriftenreike des Instituts fiir Allgemeine Geschichte
an der Humboldt-Universitit Berlin. Herausgegeben von PRrOFEssor Dr
GERHARD SCHILFERT. Band 5.—Riitten und Loening, Berlin, 1960. Pp. 288
and one map.

This book is the outcome of classes held by Dr Stoecker at the Institute for
General History at the Humboldt University of East Berlin. With the exception
of an introduction by Dr Stoecker himself (largely devoted to polemics against
West German historians such as Ritter, Hartung and Herzfeld), the contribu-
tions are by students. Although they have been put into shape (*bearbeitet’) by
the editor (whose position in the university is not indicated), they are clearly

The Jowral of Afcicen Hiskwy . T (s.2) 5. 551 1961 (Cot hrdpe)
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streams and the sea in the religion of Southern Nigerians need not be
dilated upon.) Improbable as this assumption is, it is perhaps the only
one that could define akori as jewels produced of inorganic material (stone
or glass), without denying (rather a difficult matter) the worth of the
accounts of Braun, Dapper and Barbot of the origin of akori from the sea
and rivers, The suggestions of nautical relations of the Carthaginians with
the coasts of Nigeria and the Cameroons would be worth considering in
this case.?® Unfortunately, the sources known up to now do not allow
of a definitive solution of the akori problem?S.

That probably most of akori beads were produced in ancient Ife is
confirmed firstly by the existence of a large but long forgotten glass industry -
in the so called Olokun® Grove near the present city of Ife®® and then by
some similarities between the akori as described by Rémer and Pacheco, and
the glass beads from Ife: ‘blue-green glass with centres of red glass’. 3 Itis
also interesting to note that the glass-making crucibles from Ife and the
akori as described by Rémer have some common features. The crucibles
were made of some kind of white clay, incrusted with glass of many shades
of colours® and Rémer mentioned the ‘porcelain’ akori, which had noe less
than four colours added only subsequently.® On the other hand, in one of
his less known works Frobenius explicitly stated that so called akori werea
kind of glass beads from Ife.#?

SUMMARY

The problem of akori beads consists above all in the question of their [organic or
inorganic] composition. If, according to the ‘water theory’, akori were some
kind of corals, then how to explain their findings in old graves, where they
remained in good state of preservation after the human bones decayed? In the
present stage of research the following explanation might be offered: the term of
‘akori’ served for the designation of cylindrical and oval beads of varying
composition and colour, made maybe of some now unknown kind of coral, but
certainly also of stone or glass; perhaps the akori recovered from the sea-shores
and rivers were not really corals but worked jewels from the corpses of those
buried in the water or offerings to the sea-deity Olokun. The discovery in Ife of
large production of glass beads seems to support this.

3% See Frobenius, 340—5; Talbor, 1, 25, 182; Bovill, 26-8.

3¢ For the precision of some notions and definitions 1 am indebted to the kindness of
Professor J. D. Fage, who sent me a letter containing an-analysis of the first version of
this arucle. .

37 Akori possibly made of glass and recovered from the sea-shores and rivers could
also be offerings to this deity of wealth, the sea and coral beads. See William Fagg,
Nigerian Images, London (1963), 13.

38 William Fapg and Frank Willet, ‘Ancient Life’, Odu, no. 8 (Oct. 1960), 29 ; W. Fagg,
Nigerian Dnages, 27.

* Fagg and Willet, 29.

4 Ibid., see also Frobenius, 295-266: ‘wertvolle, mit Glass libergossene Kriige aus
einer Art Porzellanmasse.’

1 Rémer, 15-17.

- 42 Leo Frobenius u. Ritter v. Wilm, Atlas Africanus (Berlin und Leipzig 1931), Heft

8, Blatt 49.
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ARCHIBALD DALZEL: SLAVE TRADER AND
HISTORIAN OF DAHOMEY!

BY I. A, AKINJOGBIN

ARCHIBALD DALZEL, by training a surgeon, spent most of his life in the
slave trade, and is best known today for his H, istory of Dahomey, which,
since its publication in 1793, has become accepted as the best single account
of Dahomey in the eighteenth century. Although it has recently been
pointed out that his book was less of a dispassionate history than a polemic
on behalf of the slave trade,? there is no doubt at all that Dalzel was equipped
with greater intellectual training than was usual with most of the eighteenth
century slave traders. Why then did he engage on the slave trade? What
was his attitude to the trade and on what was it based?

It is intended that this biographical sketch should answer these questions
on the evidence of Dalzel’s surviving correspondence, especially with his
younger brother, Andrew, lecturer and then professor of classics in
Edinburgh University.3

Archibald Dalzel was born in Kirkliston, West Lothién, Scotland, on
23 October 1740.* He had three younger brothers, Andrew, William
(Willie), John (Jack), and a younger sister, Elizabeth (Bess). He was trained
as a medical doctor, a training which he seems to have completed during
the Seven Years War (1756-63). Around 1762 he himself took part in the
war, probably as an assistant surgeon, and was present at the taking of
Newfoundland.® Discharged and paid off at the end of the war early in
1763, he was faced with the problem of finding employment.

This problem arose from two main factors. First, as he told his brother
Andrew in 1771: ‘T am conscious, Andrew, I shall never make a good M.D.
Perhaps I never discovered to you that I never was fond of my business.
Sure I am, I shall never make a proficient (sic) in that way.’¢ The second
factor, which aggravated the first, was that he felt, perhaps too consciously,

“ T}.xe substance of this article was first read as a paper at the Congress of the Nigerian
Historical Society in Lagos in December 1964.

? L. K. Waldman, ‘ An unnoticed aspect of Archibald Dalzel’s The History of Dahomey’
JAH. vi(1965), 185-192. i o

Diyzz. 1 am greteldd 1o rrofessor .10 I
History in the University of Aberdeen, for first s
these letters, and the Librarian of the University of Edinburgh for his kindness in letting
me see them.

* Scottish Parochial Registers, Register House Edinburgh 667/2; Register book of
Baptisms and marriages in the Parish of Kirkliston, 1731-181¢. For this information, and
reference, I am grateful to Mr Christopher Fyfe, Reader in History at the Centre of African
Studies, University- of Edinburgh.

® Archibald Dalziel, to Andrew Dalziel, Spithead 6 January 1763 (E.U.L.Dk.7.52).

¢ Archibald Dalziel to Andrew Dalziel, London, 13 April 1771 (B.U.L. Dk.7.52).
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ROYAL MONOPOLY AND PRIVATE ENTERPRISE
IN THE ATLANTIC TRADE: THE |
CASE OF DAHOMEY!

BY ROBIN LAW

THE notion that the kings of the major states in the coastal area of West
Africa regularly enjoyed a monopoly of commerce with the Europeans,
while not altogether unchallenged, remains firmly embedded in the
historical literature. According to a commonly drawn contrast, long-
distance trade in the coastal kingdoms was characterized by the existence
of such state monopolies, whereas in the states of the West African hinter-
land commerce was normally left to private enterprise.? The kingdom of
Dahomey has frequently been cited as an example of a coastal state whose
kings exercised a monopoly of the Atlantic trade. Dahomey, indeed, with
its supposed royal commercial monopoly, has played a central role in the
historiography of West Africa, since detailed studies of this kingdom have
formed the basis for some very influential general models of the economic
organization of African socicties. Above all, the case of Dahomey was used
by Karl Polanyi to expound his model of an ‘archaic economy’, an impor-
tant feature of which was the exclusive control of the Atlantic slave trade
by the king: according to Polanyi, in Dahomey there were only ‘the
administered forms of governmental trading’, and there were ‘no private
merchants, only . .. commercial diplomats’.> Under Polanyi’s influence,
the commercial monopoly supposedly enjoyed by the kings of Dahomey
has also been invoked as a central element in one variant of Coquery-
Vidrovitch’s ‘African mode of production’,® and in Elwert’s ‘slave-raiding
mode of production’.’

L An earlier version of this paper was presented to a seminar of the African Studies
Group of the University of Stirling in March 1975. My thanks are due to those colleagues
from whom I have derived ideas and information on the topic, and especially to Tony
Hopkins, Agneta Pallinder and David Ross, I wish also to record my thanks to my students
at Stirling, discussion with whom has served to clarify my thinking on the subject, and
in particular to Susan Hargreaves and John Reid.

2 See e.g. Jack Goody, Technology, Tradition and the State in Africa (London, 1971),
s1~2; Nehemia Levtzion, Ancient Ghana and Mali (London, 1973), 122~-3; R. Oliver
and J. D. Fage, 4 Short History of Africa, 3rd ed. (Harmondsworth, 1970), 109.

3 Karl Polanyi, Dahomey and the Slave Trade: an analysis of an archaic economy (Seattle,
1966), 94.

4 Catherine Coquery-Vidrovitch, ‘Recherches sur un mode de production africain’,
La Pensée, cxLiv (1969), 74—5. In a more recent publication (which is discussed later in
this article) Coquery-Vidrovitch has substantially medified this picture of Dahomian
commercial organization: id., ‘De la traite des esclaves a Pexportation de Phuile de palme
et des palmistes au Dahomey’, in Claude Meillassoux (ed.), The Development of Indigenous
Trade and Markets in West Africa (London, 1971), esp. 109—12.

_® Georg Elwert, Wirtschaft und Herrschaft von ‘Daxome’ (Dahomey) im 18 Fahrhundert :
Okonomie des Sklavenraubs und Gesellschaftsstruktur 1724 bis 1818 (Miinchen, 1973), 28-9.
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institutions which too often in the past were dismissed as barbaric and mysteri-
ous. Their importance to the Mende whom Little studied is unquestioned, and
one can only make some tantalizing hypotheses about their role in the subsequent
history of the Mende people.

The Mende of Sierra Leone is a product of careful anthropological field
work. As a classic study of this type it contains considerable information at
the outset on Mende history, Most of this was gathered from the collection of
oral tradition, and reading, largely uncritically, in secondary sources. In
very broad outline what Little has to say about Mende history is all there is to
say, even in 1967, about Mende history. Very little is known beyond the fact
that the original Mende settlers were hunters in the dense Sierra Leone forests ;
or fishers in the creeks and rivers of the interior, that such settlement took ;
place during the sixteenth century, that a secondary invasion produced a more
warlike Mende, that the Mende were late (nineteenth-century) arrivals on the
coast, and that in 1898 they rebelled against the British imposition of the hut
tax and the general introduction of an alien western culture. If Little is
correct in his broad outline, however, many of his specifics are no longer
tenable in the light of subsequent research. Kup, for example, shows that the
Temne are fifteenth-century arrivals in Sierra Leone, having established them-
selves along the coast by 1500. Little's continuing reference to Butt-Thompson
as a valid historical source on these migrations simply will not do in 1967
(p. 27). In addition to Kup, those interested in the details of such migrations
would do well to consult the various works of Fyfe {especially his article on
the Windward Coast between 1000 and 1800 in J. F. A. Ajayi and lan Espie,

A Thousand Years of West African History {Ibadan, 1965]) and the article by
Hollis Lynch in the same volume. Even more pertinent to a complete study of
Mende history, however, is the kind of field study represented in the article
by Dick Simpson, "' A Preliminary Political History of the Kenema Area, "
Sierra Leone Studies, New Series, Number 21 (July, 1967), pp. 52-62. Even-
tually it will be to such studies that one will look for Mende history. To
Kenneth Little, Sierra Leone and the scholarly world will be indebted for pro-
viding a most complete description and analysis of the Mende at mid-twentieth
century.

A
j
i
]

John Peterson
Fourah Bay College
University of Sierra Leone

DAHOMEY AND ITS NEIGHBOURS, 1708-1818. By I. A. Akinjogbin. Cambridge:
The University Press, 1967. Pp. xi, 234. $9.50.

This book is a revision of Dr. Akinjogbin's Ph.D. thesis. "Its aim is to
trace, with the aid of hitherto unused documents, the eighteenth century political
developments in Dahomey . . . . Its central theme is Dahomey's attempt to
create a politically stable and economically viable state.” The Author has suc-
ceeded in his aims, for this is a valuable history of eighteenth-century Dahomey,
including a particularly full account of European-Dahomean relations during that

Aaﬁsc‘w Wi docrcall Shodies, 162 ),s. 299-300, /967
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period. Although the book is concerned with more than a century of Dahomean
political development, Dr. Akinjogbin’s synthesis has been very much affected
by his view of the conditions in which the Dahomey kingdom was born. He sees
the formation of the new state as a part of the general impact of the European
slave trade on the African mainland:

The introduction of the trans-Atlantic slave trade into the Aja country
had, by the end of the seventeenth century, weakened the Aja institucions
and created a political vacuum. Before the process had reached an in-
curable stage, however, a group of Aja had founded a new state, later
called Dahomey, designed to withstand the corrosive influences of the
new economic system (p. ix).

The kinds of changes which the author sees as having occurred are important to
his thesis.

Formerly, the Yoruba and Aja peoples were organized into a politico-
cultural complex designated by Akinjogbin as the "Ebi" Commonwealth (Ebi
means family). The member villages and states of this commonwealth recog-
nized a kinship relationship between themselves and Ife among the Yoruba and
themselves and Allada among the Aja; and the Aja people traced their ultimarte
ancestry to the Yoruba. Politrical, social, and economic relationships within
the Commonwealth were governed by norms of kinship, that is, by "natural
obedience freely given” rather than by force. This "Ebi" system was disrupted
by the arrival of the FBuropean slave traders; among the resulting political dis-
locations was a succession dispute in Allada whence a group of royal dissidents
fled to establish the new village of Abomey. According to Akinjogbin, these men
concluded that the "Ebi" system could not survive under the strain of the new
conditions; also, they vowed to oppose the trans -Atlantic slave trade, which
they blamed for the unsettled situation. They then set about building a new
political system to replace the old. As their power grew, the new state of
Dahomey began to conquer its neighbors and eventually defeated Allada, the
spiritual capital of the Aja people, and Whydah, the coastal slave-trading
entrepor.

Apparently Akinjogbin has sided with those historians who find that the
trans-Atlantic slave trade had a debilitating impact on African societies, as his
choice of the words “weakened, " "political vacuum, " and "corrosive" in the
above quotation indicate. Throughout the book he points up the folly of the slave-
trade policy in terms of long range, stable benefits for Dahomey. Yet, it is un-
deniable that out of this unsettled social and political milieu emerged a new and
powexful state which profited from the trade in slaves, even if only in the short
run. However, Akinjogbin does not accept the contention of many historians that
Dahomey originally sought to profit from the trade. His hypothesis is that the
dissidents from Allada consciously "rejected the 'Ebi’ social theory and the
political organization founded on it" and "decided to found a new kingdom based
on a completely new concept” (pp. 24, 25). The new state was "'designed to
withstand the corrosive influences of the new econpomic system [i.e., the slave
trade}.”

This is an interesting hypothesis, but Dr. Akinjogbin has bent too far
in secking to support it. Oyo became Dahomey's most powerful antagonist.
Akinjoghin does not deny that this was due partially to a clash of polirical
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Calabahs [Efik and Ibibio from Eastern Nigeria] 319
Kakanjas [the generic term for Nupe and associated peoples,

derived from Kakanda] 163
Mokos [the generic term for peoples from the Cameroons} 470
Binnees [Benin. In this context probably included all people

from the forest belt west of Yoruba and east of Ibo] 107
Congos [Bakongo, but used more generally for all Bantu-

speaking peoples of Central Africa] 421
Hausas [Hausa] 657
Kromantees [generic term for the Akan peoples of the Gold

Coast, and sometimes for the hinterland as well] 168
Mandingos 188
Sherbras 38
Timnehs [Timne] 5

Foulahs [Fulbe. As used here, the terms may include both

the Fulbe of theESierra Leone hinterland in the Futa Jallon

and the Fulbe of Nigeria, who were usually called Fulani] 14
Soosoos [Susu] 5I
Koosoos [Koso, in a narrow sense a term meaning Mende, but

sometimes more broadly extended to other peoples of the

Sierra Leone hinterland] 609
Jolofs [in nineteenth-century usage, all Wolof-speakers, not

merely those from the kingdom of Jolof] 16
Mozambiques [generic term for all Africans shipped from the

east coast of Africa) 18
Bassas [in Sierra Leone usage, the Bassa of Liberia, and often

by extension other peoples of the Liberian hinterland} 60
Other small tribes 549

SUMMARY

A large proportion of the slaves captured at sea by the British Royal Navy
during the early nineteenth century were landed at Sierra Leone. Statistical data
on the make-up of the Sierra Leonean population at this period is available from
several sources, and it provides some interesting clues to the scope and size of
the slave trade from different parts of Africa.

Sournal of African History, v, 2 (1964), pp. 209—-220

CHRISTIANITY AND POLITICS IN DAHOMEY,
1843-1867

By Rev. PauL ELLINGWORTH

How clearly did nineteenth-century African rulers and their peoples
distinguish between the religious and secular aspects of European
‘presence’ in their midst? What, if any, were the factors making for con-
fusion? What, in intention and in effect, was the relationship between these
two forms of European activity?

Such questions can only be fully answered on the basis of detailed
studies of the situation in many different parts of the continent. The field
is one in which generalizations are likely to remain dangerous, if not
impossible. The present article offers only a sample account of the political
implications of early work by the Wesleyan (now Methodist) Missionary
Society (W.M.S.) in the kingdom of Dahomey from 1843 to 1867.%

Even in this limited area, conclusions can be no more than tentative, It
is impossible to reconstruct with precision the attitudes, motives and
policies of African rulers on a foundation of second-hand and fragmentary
reports which have passed through the distorting mirror of at least one
interpreter’s mind, and which reflect largely European interests and pre-
occupations. British missionaries in this part of West Africa were not
generally remarkable as linguists; African ministers in Dahomey, though
not at Porto Novo, were working outside their own language area; and
official dispatches from governors and consuls inevitably tend to be even
more remote from the ‘grass roots’.?

An indirect approach may therefore prove more rewarding. We shall
outline (1) the main aims of Dahomean policy during this period, and (11)
the guiding principles of missionary activity, before surveying (111) the
development of relations between state and mission.

I

Dahomean policy throughout these years was dominated by two
problems, neither of which was to reach a decisive settlement. The first
was the effort to check or crush the relatively new but rising power of the
Egba capital, Abeokuta. Incursions into Egba territory began not later

I No other Protestant missionary society was active in this area. For the work of the
Roman Catholic Société des Missions Africaines from 1861 onwards, cf. J. Lafitte, Le
Dahomé. Souvenirs de voyage et de mission (1873); E. Desribes, L’Evangile au Dahomey et @
la Céte des Esclaves (1877); P. Bouche, La Céte des Esclaves et le Dahomey (1885); J. M.
Todd, African Mission (1962), especially chapter 111 and 1v.

? Louis Fraser describes as follows the procedure of a meeting he had as British vice-
consul with the King of Dahomey in 1851: ‘I read [Lord Palmerston’s two letters] piece-
meal, then rendered them as near as [ could into Madiki’s English, which is no joke, and
then he interpreted, as well as he could, I suppose.’ Fraser’s Journal, fo. gof, in Beecroft
to Palmerston, 19 Feb. 18352, F.O. §; 856, encl. 20, sub-encl. 1 in no. 3.



1970 ; Iles de tempétes, 1973, paralléle entre les destins de
Napoléon et de Toussaint-Louverture).

DADOU, n. m. ¢ Cours d'eau de I'Albigeois qui prend sa source
dans les monts de Lacaune; affluent de droite de 1’Agout dans
lequel il se jette en aval de Lavaur (80 km de cours).

DADU DAYAL. ¢ Poéte indien (Gujarat, 1544 - 1604), d’expression
gujarati, auteur de dits célébres dans lesquels il s’insurge contre
le culte des idoles. Il créa une secte religieuse syncrétique
vishnouite indo-musulmane, dite des Dddi-panthi, inspirée de la
philosophie de Kabir*.

DAEGU (Taegu). ¢ V. de Corée du Sud, ch.l. de la prov. de
Gyeongsang-nord. 1311078 hab. (1975). — Universités. Indus.
textiles, électriques et conserveries.

DAE-HAN MIN-GUG (Tae Han Min Kuk). ¢ Nom officiel que prit
en 1948 la république de Corée, gardé par le gouvernement de
Corée™ du Sud.

DAGAN. ¢ Ancien dieu sémitique occidental dont les Amorites
répandirent le culte en Mésopotamie. C'était sans doute un dieu
de la fertilité, un dieu « froment ». Ses principaux temples étaient
a Mari*, Qugarit®. Il apparait dans la Bible, sous la forme Dagon,
comme dieu des Philistins* : ceux-ci l'auraient donc adopté lors
de leur installation en Palestine.

DAGENHAM. ¢ Aggl. résidentielle et indus. de la banlieue E. de
Londres®. 108 000 hab. Indus. chimiques et automobiles.

DAGHESTAN ou DAGUESTAN, n. f. (République socialiste
soviétique autonome de, en russe Daghestanskaja

A. S. 8. R.). ¢ Une des seize républiques autonomes de la R. . F. S.

de Russie®. Située dans le Caucase du N., elle est baignée a I'E.
par la mer Caspienne*. 50 300 km? 1 600 000 hab. en 1978 (en
majorité musulmans ; une trentaine de peuples : Andiets, Ava-
rets, Darghiens, Laks, Lesghiens, Koumucks, Nogais). Cap. :
Makhatchkaia. Le Daghestan (son nom signifie en turc « pays de
montagnes ») est fragmenté par des vallées et des bassins
intérieurs. — Econ. L'activité agricole est représentée par la
culture du blé, du mais, des légumes et de la vigne. Indus.
pétroliéres, mécaniques, chimiques et alimentaires. Traitement
du bois. Pécheries, — Hist. Conquis par les Perses (1v® s.), les
Arabes {viIr® s.), puis les Turcs Osmanlis (xvi® 5.}, le Daghestan
fit partie de I'Empire russe dés la fin du xvie s. Aprés la
révolution’ d'Octobre, le régime soviétique y fut instauré. Envahi
en 1918 par les Russes blancs, les Allemands et les Turcs, disputé
entre eux et les bolcheviks, il devint une R.S.S. autonome en
1921,

DAGINCOURT (Francois). ¢ — AgincourT (d).

DAGO. ¢ Nom suédois de Khiouma* (Estonie).

Dagoba. ¢ Nom par lequel on désigne les monuments boud-
dhiques du type des stipa* & Ceylan. En Inde, appellation des
mémes stipa qui se trouvent a l'intérieur des sanctuaires
bouddhiques. :

DAGOBERT I*". 4 Roi des Francs (629-639), né au début du vire s.
Son pére Clotaire* II le fit roi d'Austrasie sous la tutelle de
Pépin* 1'Ancien. Devenu roi des Francs en 629, il reconstitua
I'unité du royaume franc, a la mort de son frére Caribert (632),
avec Paris pour capitale. Pendant dix ans, il y maintint 1'ordre,
aidé des futurs saint Eloi* et saint Ouen*. Mais en 634, il fut
contraint de reconnaitre 1'indépendance de 1'Austrasie avec, pour
roi, son fils Sigebert* II, tandis que son second fils, Clovis, devait
devenir, a sa mort, roi de Neustrie, sous le nom de Clovis II. —
Dagobert fut enseveli & Saint-Denis.

DAGOBERT Il. ¢ Petit-fils de Dagobert I et fils de Sigebert IT.
Roi d'Austrasie (676-679). Il fut assassiné par ordre de Grimoald,
fils de Pépin I’Ancien. Sa fille fut canonisée sous le nom d’Adgle.
DAGOBERT III. ¢ Fils de Childebert* III et roi de Neustrie (711-
715) sous la tutelle de Pépin le Gros. — Pére de Thierry* IV.
DAGON. ¢ — Dacan.

DAGONVILLE. ¢ Comm. de la Meuse, arr. de Commercy. 94 hab.
— Lieu de naissance de Ligier Richier*.

DAGRON (René). ¢ Chimiste francais (Beauvoir, 1819 - Paris,
1900). Inventeur de la microphotographie, il fut chargé d'un
service de renseignements.

DAGUERRE (Jacques). ¢ Inventeur francais (Cormeilles-en-
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Ph. Nimatallah/Ricciarini

J. Daguerre : une des premiéres photos, 1839.
(Musée des Techniques, Arts et Métiers, Paris.)

Parisis, 1787 - Bry-sur-Marne, 1851). Peintre de décors ayant
inventé le diorama en 1822, il s'associa en 1829 a Niepce*,
inventeur de la photographie, qui poursuivait ses recherches;
apres la mort de Niepce, Daguerre découvrit les procédés permet-
tant de développer (1835) et de fixer (1837) ses images, et dés
1838 obtint les daguerréotypes.

DAHL (Johan Christian). ¢ Peintre norvégien (Bergen, 1788-
Dresde, 1857). Paysagiste de tempérament romantique, il se plut
a rendre le caractére grandiose de la nature et fut en méme temps
un. observateur atténtif. Ses études de nuages témoignent de sa
sensibilité aux effets d’atmosphére. I influenca profondément la
peinture norvégienne. :

DAHN (Felix). ¢ Historien allemand (Hambourg, 1834 - Breslau,
1912). Professeur de droit, il participa activement au Kul-
turkampf et se fit connaitre par ses importants ouvrages
historiques sur l'histoire des Germains et de I'Allemagne primi-
tive des origines 4 843. Il a laissé en outre un roman historique
sur la conquéte de Rome par les Ostrogoths (La Bataille de Rome)
et des épopées.

DAHOMEY, n. m. ¢ Nom du Bénin* jusqu'en 1975. — Hist. Dés le

Ph. Hétier

Dahomey : forét de tecks.
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Francis Ficabla : « Chapeau de paille », 1921. Dada est un « insignifiant absolu », disait Gide en 7 920, Dada
cenliime qu'yl se refuse & poser Ja traditionnelle question du sens pour soulever celle de /a fonction artistique,

Gal Louis Carré, Paris (L. Carré).

completes, 2 vol., coll. La Pléiade, Paris,
1968 | R. HAUSMANN, Courrier dada, Paris,
1958 | R. HUELSENBECK, Dada Almanach,
New York, 1967 [ G. HuGNeT, L’ Aventure
dada, 1916-1922, Paris, 1957 | M. L Bor.
"»_’Dada et la guerre », in Europe, nos 421 et
22, mai-et juin 1964; Francis Picabia et la
trise des valeurs Siguratives, Paris, 1968 /

OTHERWELL, The Dada Painters and

Poets, New York,'1951 / F. PICABIA, Pensées

ff‘"»? langage, Paris, 1919; Unigue Eunugue,
PH 1s, s _ Jésus-Christ rastaguouere,
s, 19207397, rééd. intéerale en fac.
umilé de larevue 397, Paris, 1960 / J. PIERRE,
1 9’ 63 uiurisme ey le dadaisme, Lausanne,
e /G. RIBEMONT-DESSAIGNES, Déja
e O Du mouvement dada & Despace
sirait, Paris, 1958 ; Thédire, Paris, 1966 |
i 66 ICHTER, Dadq art et anti-art, Bruxelles,
1965 [ M. SANOUILLET, Dada & Paris, Paris,
1920 / P. SOUPAULT, Rose des vents, Paris,
Poc ! T. Tzara, Sept Manifestes dada,
mal%.197;4 { W. VERKAUF, Dada. Mono-
phit e d'ur mouvement (Dada. Monogra-
‘e einey Bewegung), Teufen, 1957.

Corrélats

;ﬁﬂ%fﬂ? (ART), ARAGON (L.), ARP (1),
(o1g) RETTER (DER), BRETON (A.), BRUCKE

> COLLAGEsS, CONSTRUCTIVISME, CU-
ERNgy DELAUNAY (R. ET $8.), ELUARD (».),
SAP‘T) M), EXPRESSIONNISME, FIGURATIR
b)) b UTURISME, KANDINSKY (w.),’ LEGER
' 'Y\RT ABIA (F.), SURREALISME, SURREALISME

» TECHNIQUE ET ART.

[ DAHOMEY

Le pays
Le royaume du Dahomey

Colonisation
et décolonisation

= BRE

La République dahoméenne J
—~ap—

L’histoire du Dahomey ne commence
pas avec le débarquement des naviga-
teurs européens sur la cdte des Esclaves
et 'installation de comptoirs. Elle ne
commence pas au X1x® siécle. La répar-
tition ethnique de 1a population de
Pactuel Dahomey (2 505 000 habitants)
suggere quelles sont les racines d’une
histoire qui a été aussi celle du royaumeé
du Dahomey et qui s’identifie aujour-
d’hui avec celle de la décolonisation
et de ses vicissitudes.

Cependant, le Dahomey, dans ses
frontiéres actuelles, constitue un_en-
semble politique particuliérement hété-

DAHOMEY

colonisateurs francgais, ce pays com-
prend des ensembles ayant atteint des
stades d’évolution trés différents les
uns des autres : royaumes du Dan.
Home, qui a donné son nom 2 la colo-
nie, puis & la jeune république, et de
Porto-Novo dans le sud, royaume
Bariba du nord, sans compter de nom-
breux groupes ethniques dont P’orga-
nisation politique, récemment encore,
ne dépassait gueére le cadre tribal.

Le Dahomey est essentiellement un
pays agricole et, comme beaucoup de
pays dits sous-développés, un pays de
monoculture (les neuf dixi¢mes de i’éco-
nomie agricole reposent sur les oléa-
gineux), ce qui rend son économie trés
sensible aux mouvements de la conjonc-
ture et aux conditions climatiques
Pamélioration des modes de culture
n’a pu interdire la famine qui, en 1958,
éprouvait le nord du pays. Llexiguité
du marché, fortement dominé par ’éco-
nomie des pays développés, et I'insta-
bilit¢ politique pésent sur les projets
et les perspectives économiques du

pays. ‘
P.D, et E. U.
N

Le pays

Le Dahomey est un Etat de 1’Quest afri-
cain qui_couvre seulement 112 622 km?
entre le Togo et le Nigeria : il s’étend du
nord au sud, sur prés de 700 km, entre le
golfe de Guinée et le Niger.

Avec ses 2 505 000 habitants, il est un des
pays les plus peuplés de ’Ouest africain -
la _densité y dépasse 22 habitants au kilo-
metre carré. Cette population compte plu-
sieurs ethnies assez proches par leurs
langues, leurs coutumes, leurs genres de vie,

Un relief uniforme

Le relief est d’une grande uniformité :
le vieux socle archéen donne des plateaux
lourds que surmontent, de-ci de-la, des
pointements de roches éruptives, tandis
qu’au nord l’alignement de quartzites de la
chaine de I’Atakora dessine wun léger
bourrelet.

Au nord, un effondrement du socle a
engendré un bassin en partie remblayé de
formations continentales du Tertiaire. Au
sud, les formations sédimentaires péné-
trent en golfe jusqu’a la latitude d’Abomey ;
elles s’ordonnent en bassin dont les couches
se disposent en auréoles autour de Porto-
Novo : Crétacé du Continental interca-
laire, Eocéne, Continenta! terminal du
Tertiaire indifférencié et, sur la cbte,
atterrissements plio-quaternaires.

A ces différentes formations correspon-
dent de petites régions bien individualisées :
sous les plateaux cristallins, la dépression
de Lama, creusée dans les couches tendres
de I’Eoceéne, est périodiquement inondsée
par les crues de I’Ouémé et de son affluent,
le Zou. Au sud, la « Terre de barre » coin-
cide avec les argiles lourdes mais fertiles du
Tertiaire indifférencié. Enfin, les cordons
littoraux emprisonnent un chapelet de
lagunes dont seules celles de Grand-Popo
et de Cotonou communiquent avec la mer :
cette étroite bande cotiére est une zone pri-
vilégiée : les terres alluviales portent des
cultures de manioc, de riz, de cocotiers,
tandis que les lagunes alimentent une péche
active.

Diversité du climat
et de la végétation

En raison de I’insignifiance du relief,

c’est la latitude qui commande la répartj-
tion géographique des climats. Compris
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CHAPITRE X1V

EVOLUTION POLITICUR

<

Disposant dans le sud d’ane élite intellectuelie solide, d’une
bourgeoisie catholique nombreuse, e Dalomey qui 8'était
déja fait remarquer par la valeur de ses représentants alors
désignés au grand Conseil n’sut aucun mal & prendre sa place
dans une vie politique nouvelle, aussi bien dans les assemblées
tocales qu’a Paris, & Dakar et dans la vie des partis politiques
africains.

L’évolution politique dabhoméenne doit étre cxaminée sur
les divers plans, internes, fédéranx, {ranco-africains, interna-
tionaux, aux niveaux divers des hommes politiques et des
partis, des assemblées et depuis la lot-cadee Defferre, des
gonvernements,

La vie politigue est caractérisée par la permanence des élites
daboméennes, une certaine autonomie du Dahomey vis-a-vis
de PA.O.F., enfin & Pintérieur du Dahomey par un régiona-
lisme historique des partis qui suivent une personnalité ; ainsi
la région sud-est, celle de Pancien royaume de Porto-Novo,
suivra M. Apithy, celle de Cotonou - Ouidah -Abomey (ancien
royaume du Danhomé) saivea M. Ahomadeghé, enfin le nord
{(ancien royaume Bariba) suivra M. Hubert Maga. Cette divi-
sion ue sera que lenternent surmontée grace a Pentento des
hommes politiques dahoméens, entente qui sera confivinée par
une réforme constitutionnelle aboutissant au succes dua purti
de Punité groupant les partis de MM. Maga et apithy. Ce
parti adhérent dans le cadre de Pentente au RDA, la fusion
était enfin réalisée en avril 1961 aprés six mois de difficuliés
politiques.

Dans Pévolution politique du Dahomey aprés guerre on
peut distinguer :

fe les élus dahoméens dans le cadre politique métropoli-
tain. M. Apithy et la premiére assemblée (1945-1551) qui voit
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les premiters pas du Consedd général dabiomden eb, sur le plan
arisien, la création du piot fre-maer

o

Zo lacdenxigme assemblée et abhomey

en tant guae fores politique (48
D6 Ve bt pead g b nripeea Pad Al ok vt osvb o 4 GRE
de la loi-cadre, los tendances [dérales ot Pentente (1856-
109G

4o le Dahooiey dans la Communzuté et Vindépendance.

Avant d'aborder ces différenies périodes nous étudierons
suceessivement Uévolution des institutions, les diverses élec-
tions et la représentation parlementaire,

[, — EVOLUTION DES INSTITUTIONS POLITIQUES

Le Daliomey appartenant & VA.OF. va suivre le sort de
cetle fédération et bénéficier des différentes nesures concer-
nant les divers territoires du groupe.

Les Dahoméens possédent la citoyveuneté francaise par la
loi Lamine Gueye du 7 mai 1946, puis par Particie 80 de la
Constitution de 1946 qui établissait la coincidence entre natio-
nalité et citoyenneté.

Jusqu’en 1945, nous avons vu que le Dahomey n'a que des
représentants désigneés par le gouvernement au sein du Conseil
d’administration et du conseil de gouvernement fédéral. Par
ailleurs les trois communes mixtes de Porto-Nove, Cotonou et
Quidah ont des commissions municipales consultatives.

En 1946, le Dahomey a un conseil général élo qui déhibere
sur le budget de la colonie et en réalité sur toute la vie interne,
le fonctionnement propre du Dahomey. Celte assemblée
envole cing représentants au grand Conseil de VAOF. &
Dakar, doux sénateurs et deux conseillers de I'Union frangaise
i Pars, Par atlleurs wn corps électoral unique (e el 20 colleges)
envote au Parlement francass un député, puis deux a partic
de 1951

La loi-cadre Detferve pour les territoires d’outre-maer donae
ait Dabomey un conseil de gouvernement diripé par M. Apithy.
Le Dahomey approuvera massivernent Ja constitution de 1958

ais, avec le conseil de PEntente, accédera 4 Uindépendance
To Ter aodt 1960,
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rule, while his short-lived successors Brand and Foote helped to persuade the
British Government that it was desirable and feasible to effect the transition to
a colony. The consular decade at Lagos was a time of change which foreshadowed
many of the issues of the Partition and was the first step in the making of Nigeria.

Journal of African History, 5, 3 (1974), PP. 417432 417
Printed in Great Britain

FLY AND ELEPHANT PARTIES: POLITICAL
POLARIZATION IN DAHOMEY, 1840-1870

BY JOHN C. YODER

1. Introduction

WHEN the West African slave trade was permanently suppressed in the
mid-nineteenth century, the kingdom of Dahomey experienced a profound
economic and military transformation. Until about 1840, Dahomey ob-
tained much of its income from the capture and sale of slaves, but in the
second half of the century the nation was forced to devote its economic
efforts to the peaceful production and exportation of palm oil. While
Catherine Coquery-Vidrovitch has analysed the economic implications of
this change,! no one has attempted to discuss the political background to
such a significant volte-face. The economic transformation was accom-
panied by noticeable political realignments, creating polarizations among
Dahomean leaders and interest groups. Competing viewpoints began to
coalesce around opposing positions as two distinct political parties emerged
in the decades between 1840 and 1870. For reasons to be explained later in
this study, these two groups might appropriately be labelled the Fly Party
and the Elephant Party.

An overemphasis on the absolute power of the Dahomean monarchy has
caused scholars to overlook the complex and competitive political process
in nineteenth-century Dahomey. Most early European visitors to this West
African kingdom, interpreting royal harshness as absolutism, believed that
all power and decision-making were concentrated in the hands of the king
and a small clique of his high-ranking officials who acted with little regard
for the pressures of interest groups or political constituencies.? The bias of
the early travellers has been reflected in subsequent scholarly descriptions
of Dahomey. In Le Dahomey, a nineteenth-century book claiming to be a
‘scientific study’ of African life, Edouard Foa described the Dahomean
form of government as an’

- « . uncontrolled, absolute monarchy without limitations. This [polity] permits
all sorts of abuses on the part of the king. His smallest caprice is a law to which
all his subjects, from the highest to the lowest, must submit without murmuring.
And he changes the statutes at the whim of his fancy. Far from accepting the
wise counsel which those surrounding him are able to give because of their age
and experience, the sovereign listens only to his own desires.?

! Catherine Coquery-Vidrovitch, ‘De la traite des esclaves 3 Pexportation de I’huile de
palme et des palmistes au Dahomey: XIX® siécle’, in The Development of Indigenous Trade
and Markets in West Africa, Claude Meillassoux, ed. (London, 1971), 107-23.

% See for example Abbé Lafitte, Les pays des négres et la cote des esclaves (Tours, 1878),
91. Lafitte was a Catholic missionary to Dahomey in the 1860s.

3 Edouard Foa, Le Dahomey (Paris, 18¢5), 265.
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State
Library

tint have international reputations, and their works are
often played in the annual spring music festival in
Prague. In addition, jazz and related musical forms, and

their performers, are also very popular, as is folk music,’

Czechoslovak motion pictures are noted for their deli-
cate and sympathetic treatments of basic human situa-
tions. In fact, modern Czechoslovak literary, theatrical,
and flim creations are all characterized by an interest in
everyday life combined with the application of new forms
of expression. A notable example of this has been the
continued success of the combination of film, ballet, and

theatre known as Laterna magica, which first attracted .

international attention at the world expositions in Brus-
sels (1958) and Montreal (1967).

Fine, applied, and popular arts. In painting and in
sculpture, abstract schools have made themselves felt,
but Realism generally prevails. One of the best known
painters before independence was Josef Ménes, and after
his time Alphonse (Czech Alfons) Mucha gained world
renown, as did the half-Czech Oskar Kokoschka. The
glass designer and sculptor René Roubidek is also world
renowned in his restricted field. In the applied arts, the
manufacture of glass ornaments, the traditional north
Bohemian costume jewelry, and toys is probably best
known. Popular art has been preserved above all in use-
ful objects in ceramics and wood; embroideries and tradi-
tional costumes are now of less importance.

Libraries and museums. The largest library is the State
Library of the Czech Socialist Republic in Prague, created
in 1958 by merger of several older libraries (ome of
which, the University Library, was founded in 1348); its
collections include 4,600,000 volumes. The National
Museum Library, aiso in Prague and founded in 1818,
has about 2,400,000 volumes, Other major collections
are in the Slovak National Library in Martin (2,040,000
volumes), the Slovak Technical Library of Bratislava
(1,100,000), and the university libraries in Bratislava and
Brno (1,330,000 and 2,390,000, respectively). Public lend-
ing libraries are found in every community.

Among the many museums, in both Prague and the
provinces, may be inentioned three in Prague: the Na-
tional Museum (founded 1818), the National Gallery
(1796), and the Museum of Decorative Arts (1885), the
last housing one of the world’s largest glass collections.

The media of mass communication. Among the nearly
1,200 varied periodicals published in Czechoslovakia,
there are only about 30 newspapers, the leader of which
is the Xs¢ organ Rudé Prdvo. The national television net-
work reaches the whole country. Half of the programs
are devoted to music and a quarter to news and reportage.

PROSPECTS

Czechoslovakia, a rather small country situated in the
centre of Europe, is characterized by a great internal
variation, a fact that Czechoslovaks feel justifies the
words of the national anthem, which claim that the coun-
try is “a paradise to look at.” Complicated natural con-
ditions, limited resources of raw materials, and a land-
locked position are reflected in the national character,
demography, and economy. Czechs and Slovaks entered
the modern period as peoples without a large noble class
and' higher social order, and subsequent developments
have made them cosmopolitan, with social consciousness
and a strong democratic spirit. Their prospects centre on
the intensification and modernization of the national
eccnomy, but also important are the improvement of
surviving backward areas and the smoothing out of re-
gional differences.

BIBLIOGRAPHY., The literature on Czechoslovakia is pre-
dominantly written in Czech. Foreign sources are often out
of date, but competent works with sections on Czechoslo-
vakia include P. GEORGE and H. SMOTKINE, Les Républiques
socialistes d' Europe centrale (1967); a.F.A, MUTTON, Central
Europe: A Regional and Human Geography, 2nd ed, (1968);
R.H. OSBORNE, East Central Europe: A Geographical Infro-
duction to Seven Socialist States (1967), N.J.G. POUNDS,
Eastern Europe (1969), and R.E.H. MELLOR, Eastern Europe:
A Geography of the Comecon Counries (1975), all detailed
works. Regional geographies include M. BLAZER, Okonomische
Geographie der Tschechoslowakischen Republik, in German
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(1959; also pub. in Russian, 1960); J. DEMEK ef al., Geog-
raphy of Czecheslovakia (1971); v. HAUFLER, Charges in
the Geographical Distribution of Population in Czechoslo-
vakia (1966), and v. BAUFLER ef al., Czechoslovakia: Land
and People (1968); population data are in WORLD POPULATION
YEAR, La Population de la Tchécoslovaguie (1974), and de-
tailed analysis in the official Vyvoj spolefnosti ¢SSR, based
on the 1970 census figures; detailed information may also be
found in English in the Atlas Ceskoslovenské socialistické
republiky (1966); M. BLAZEK, Ekonomickd geografia CSSR
(1964); Priruni slovnik naudny, vol, 1, pp. 389-462 (1962},
& concise encyclopaedia; and in the Statistical Yearbook of
the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic (annual). :

(M.EL/R.H.O./Ed.)

Dahomey ' ARy
The Republic of Dahomey—which in 1975 was renamed
People’s Republic of Benin—is one of the smaller inde-
pendent states of West Africa] With an area of 43,500
square miles (112,600 square kilometres), it consists of
a long wedge of territory extending for about 420 miles
(675 kilometres) from the Niger River, which forms part
of its northern frontier, to the Atlantic Ocean in the
south, on which it has a 78-mile (125-kilometre) sea-
board. Its population, estimated to be 3,100,000 in 1975,
is composed of a variety of ethnic groups, the largest of
which is composed of Fon, or Dahomean, people, num-
bering about 850,000 (1969 estimate). Dahomey is
bounded tc the west by Togo, to the northwest by Upper
Volta, to the northeast by Niger, to the east by Nigeria,
and to the south by the Atlantic Ocean. The capital is
Porto-Novo (population, according to 1972 estimate,
100,000}, Cotonou is the de facto capital.

A former French colony, which gained its independence
in 1960, Dahomey has diverse and distinctive cultural
heritages. Today it is composed of a somewhat uneasy
grouping of ancient kingdoms or chiefly states that were
formerly at war with one another; one of these states,
Dan-Homé (“On the Stomach of Dan,” D4, or Dan, being
a conquered 17th-century kinglet), gave its name to the
entire country. It was this kingdom, which had its capital
at Abomey, that was renowned for its Amazon warriors
—an elite corps of women soldiers who fought in the
armies of the king of Abomey. The name Benin was that
of a major West African state of earlier times.

Modern Dahomey has been characterized by political
instability; there were eight changes of government and
four military coups in the first decade of independence
alone. The economy is dependent upon palm oil—which,
along with palm kernels and products, accounts for two-
fifths of the value of all exports—and upon aid, primarily
from France. The discovery of offshore oil has raised
hopes for 2 new source of national income. The economy
was strengthened by the opening of an artificial deep-
water harbour at Cotonou in 1965, a port that is now
the commercial capital and largest:city in the country
(population estimated to be 175,000°in 1972). (For cov-
erage of an associated physical feature, see NIGER RIVER;
for historical aspects, see WEST AFRICA, HISTORY OF.)

The landscape. Relief. Dahomey consists of five natu-
ral regions—a coastal region, the barre country, the Da-
homeyan plateaus, the Atacora Massif, and the Niger
plains.

The coastal region is low, flat, and sandy, backed by
lagoons. It forms, in effect, a long sandbar on which grow
clumps of coconut palms; the lagoons are narrower in
the western part of the country and wider in the east, and
some are interconnected. In the west the Grand-Popo
Lagoon extends into neighbouring Togo, while in the east
the Porto-Novo Lagoon provides a natural waterway to
the port of Lagos, Nigeria, although its use is discouraged
by the political boundary. Only at Grand-Popo and at
Cotonou do the lagoons have outlets to the sea. The out-
let at Grand-Popo is known as the Bouche du Roj
(“King’s Mouth™), a French corruption of the Portuguese
name, Bocco de Rio (“River Mouth”),

Behind the coastal region occurs the barre country—
the word being a French adaptation of the Portuguese
word barro (“clay”). A fertile clay plateau, the barre
region contains the Lama Depression, a vast swampy

1424 | Ccnicpen)
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KOTWAL — KOUANDE

~ disembarked (thus also in Camcéns,

Tiirkische und mongolische Elemente im N eupersischeu,
iii, 618-21, No. 1658,

The term kofwdl was especially used in Muslim
India under the Mughals and, after the collapse of
their empire in the mid-18th century, in British
India for approximately a century more. But in fact,
this office, in the sense of ‘‘official responsible for
public order, the maintenance of public services etc.,
in a town’' (something like the Sdhib al-Shuria [q.v.]
of the earlier caliphate), existed before the Mughals,
¢.g. in the territories of the Dihll sultanate and in
the provincial sultanates which arose in South India
and eastern India during the post-Tughlukid period,
cf. I. H. Qureshi, The administration of the sultanate
of Delhit, Karachi 1958, 173-4, and Majumdar, ed.,
The history and culture of the Indian people. vi. The
Delhi sultanate, Bombay 1960, index s.v. The accounts
of Portuguese adventurers in India, from Vasco da
Gama onwards, speak of encounters with the Catual
or royal representative in the towns where they
The Lusiads
[completed 1572], vii, viii, passim).

In the Ain-i Akbari of Abu 'l-Fadl ¢Allami [¢.v.],
we find a classic exposition of the duties of the
kobwal. His multifarious responsibilities included the
maintenance of law and order, with the pursuance of
criminals and robbers (for the recovery of whose
depredations the kéfwal was personally responsible);
the. keeping of a register of houses and streets;
maintaining an intelligence system in the town, in-
cluding observations of the incomes and life-styles
of the populace, the results of which espionage to
be reported to the central government; the enforce-
ment of a curfew; the supervision of weights and
measuges and fair market practices; the upholding of
the standard of coinage and the calling-in of bad coins
for re-minting; the oversight of public water supplies;
the appropriation for the state of intestate proper-
ties; the care that widows did not make the sacrifice
of sati against their wills; the allocation of separate
quarters in the town for noisome and despised
trades like those of butchers, corpse-washers [see
pJazzAR and GHAsSSAL in Suppl.] and sweepers; etc.
One notes the correspondence of many of these duties
with those of the classical Islamic muhtasib, whose
office was certainly known in pre-Mughal India under
the. Dihli sultans and their epigoni [see HISBA. iv.
The Indian subcontinent]; it seems that the purely
secular, semi-military kéfwdl now largely replaced
the muhtasib, But in many ways, the wide range of
the kofwdl's responsibilities is an echo of those of
the nagaraka or Town Prefect of Mauryan times; cf.
Kaufilya’s 4 rthasasétra, ch, xxxvi. Abu’l-Fadl’s whole
exposition has, however, a somewhat theoretical cast,
and should probably be interpreted as a blue-print
for the ideal administrative system for Akbar, rather
than a delineation of actual practice; amongst other
duties of the kdfwdl mentioned is responsibility for
seeing that the festivals of Akbar's Din-i Ildhi and
the new I/Ghi era [see AKBAR] were observed (A%n-i
Akbari, ii, tr. H. S. Jarrett!, Calcutta 1949, 43-5;
cf. also Mirza Muhammad Hasan, Mir’dt-i Ahmadi,
ed. Syed Nawab Ali, Baroda 1947-8, i, 163 ff. [com-
piled in-Gudjarat, 1175/1761], section on the duties
of officials charged with the safety and good gover-
nance of the state).

More definitely in accordance with contemporary
Mughal practice are the reports of European travellers
within India at this time. Thus F. Bernier speaks of
the Cotoiial or “grand Prevost de la campagne’” as
sending soldiers all through his town when the
Mughal court passed through it, and these blew

e

trumpets in order to scare away malefactors {Travels
in the Mogul empire A.D. 1656-1668, tr. A. Constable
1891, repr. Delhi 1972, 188, 369). N. Manucci’s
personal observations are especially valuable. Des-
cribing the situation in the latter part of Awrangzib's
reign, he tells how the kéfwal stopped the illicit
distilling of arrack and spirits, and the practice of
prostitution, and how he sent intelligence reports to
the court based on the information gathered in
private houses by the scavengers, alacor (= halal-
khir). He also saw that ferry tolls, abolished by the
Emperor, were not illegally exacted. At his disposal,
he had a force of cavalry and infantry, with detach-
ments for each quarter of the town. In the administra-
tion of justice, on the other hand, he was under the
orders of the kddi, and carried out his written orders,
such as sentence of death (Storia do Mogor, or Mogul
India, 1653-1708, tr. W. Irvine 1907-8, repr. Calcutta
1965-7, ii, 420-1). In fact, we know that towards the
end of Awrangzib’s reignm, kofwdls in the newly-
conquered, peripheral regions like South India,
managed to achieve considerable freedom of action,

away from the central government’s control; this was ,=°
the case with the 26fwdl and fawdiddr (¢.v.] of Hayda- "

rabid, the most important city of the eastern Deccan,

see J. F. Richards, Mughal administration inGolconda, ; ;

Ozxford 1973, 83-5.

When a new police system was introduced into‘™
British India after 1861, -the office of kéfwal disap-+

peared from most of the subcontinent, and his duties
were taken over by Inspectors or Sub-Inspectors. In
the North-West Frontier Province, however, the term
continued in use to designate the chief police officer
of the larger towns and cantonments,

Bibliography: (in addition to references given

in the article): Yule and Burnell, Hobson-Jobson,

a glossary of - Anglo-Indian— colloguial words and-

phrases, 265-6, s.v. Cutwaul; S. M. Edwards and

H. L. O. Garrett, Mughal rule in India, London

- 1930, repr. Delhi N.D., 185-7, 190-1; J. Sarkar, The

Mughal administration, Patna 1920-5, i, 47-9.

(C. E. BosworTH)

KOUANDE, at present a regional capital of

he People’s Republic of Benin, was founded by a
clan of Bariba hunters, the Tosso, specialists in the
hunting of elephants, who provided a tribute of ivory
tusks to the sovereign of Nikki. This settlement of
hunters must have been ancient (perhaps in the 16th
century), but a prolonged dynastic quarrel at Nikki
brought to Kouandé considerable numbers of young
warriors who must have used this city, every dry
season, as a raiding-base.

The prince Chabi Gada of Nikki, having killed one
of his pregnant wives, was expelled and took refuge
at Bimo Maro at the court of the Tossounon (chief of
the Tosso) who offered him in marriage his eldest
daughter, Gnon Birsi (in about 1762). Accepting
succession to the throne of his father-in-law, he
renounced all allegiance with regard to Nikki. He
had, moreover, carried off with him some of the ritual
objects that were the property of the king: six kakati
{trumpets), silver and bronze stirrups, ceremonial
sabres and lances, harness and bridle-bits as well as
the ritual scissors which were used to cut the hair of
young princes on the day of the ceremony of Gron’
Kogut, which marked the passage from childhood to
adolescence.

The death of Gada (in about 178¢) led to a quarrel
over the throne between Ouaoro Ouari known as
Tabouroufa (“wearer of the ear-ring”), a prince born
at Nikki, and Ouorou Kpassi, son of Gnon Birsi,
princess of Birni. The latter was victorious and took
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