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m!}AYSOY\"&{&HOR, GHIYATH AL-DiN, fils de 3hah-
Rukh et petit-fils d& Tiroar, fut chargé en 820/1417,
par son pére,"’sgjes fonctions de grand-juge a la cour;
en 8231420, dprés la mort de Kara-Visuf, i} prit
possession de Tabriz, et fut nommé gouverneur
d’Astarabad en safar 835/oct. 1431, mais il ne monta
jamais sur le trope; les astrologues lui ayant prédit
qu'il ne vivrait pas plus de quarante ans, il se livra
3 1a débauche et mourut A Harat le 7 diumiada I
837/20 déc. 1433 4 Vage de trente-six ans; il fut
enterré dans le mausolée de la princesse Gawhar-
Shad. Artiste et protecteur des arts, il était dessina-
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Oriental art N.S.16 (1970), pp. 145-154
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. teur et enlumineur; dans le bibliothéque qwil avait ' ) ‘
fondée, quarsntc calligraphes, éldves de Mir “AlL ’
inventeur de Pécriture nasta‘lik, étaient occupés &
copier des manuscrits; son initiative eut une in-
fluence vonsidérable sur le développeinent des aris
du dessin en Perse & I’époque des Timdrides, 11 fit
entreprendre une édition critique du Shdh-ndma de
Firdawsi et écrire une préface 4 cet ouvrage, la plus
longue des deux que Fon posséde. -
Bibliographie: Cl. Huart, Calligraphes e
miniaturistes, 97, 208, 324, 336; J. Mohl dans
Firdawsi, Livre des Rois, I, XV, note 1; Mirkh7and,
VI, 212, 213; Kh"andamir, III, 3¢ partie, 116, . B
123, 130. (Cr. HuarT) - , ) . md HILLENBRAND, Robert. Exploring a neglected
: - : masterpiece: the Gulistan Shahnama of Baysunghur.
' P%W Iranian Studies, 43 1(2010) pp.97-126.  [Shahnama
\0‘5 3 @@v produced in Herat for the Timurid prince Baysunghur
4 in 1430.]
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militaire ‘de 1960 en Turquie (Ses origines)
(Geneva 1963).
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meselest, Istanbul 20073
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Baysunghur b. Shah Rukh,
Ghiyath al-Din

Ghiyath al-Din Baysunghur Mirza
b. Shah Rukh (799-837/1397-1433)
was a Timiirid prince famous for his cul-
tural patronage. He was born on 21 Dhu
I-Hijja 799/15 September 1397 to Shah
Rukh and his powerful wife Gawharshad.
As a younger son, he was probably raised
at his parents’ court, and they seem to
have favoured him for succession. Like
his brothers, Baysunghur held military
and administrative responsibilities from
a young age. In early 818/1415 he was
given the governorship and income of
Astarabad and western Khurasan, and
in 819/1416-17 Shah Rukh appointed
him to supervise the diwan-i alz’ (main
chancellery), with the particular assign-
ment of dislodging the tyrannical vizier,
Fakhr al-Din (d. 830/1417). This was a
post of significant responsibility, which he
retained until his death (Manz, 87, 91-2).
Baysunghur had his own diwan and army,
led the troops of his province, and held high
command on Shah Rukh’s campaigns.
He lived largely in Herat, in the Bagh-i
Safa palace, visiting his province for a few
weeks each year to hunt. During his later
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BAYSUNGHUR B. SHAH RUKH, GHIYATH AL-DIN

years Baysunghur’s health declined (Fasih
Khwifi, 2612, 266), probably because of

» the alcoholism that would cause his death

(7 Jumada I 837/20 December 1433). He
was buried in the mausoleum built by
Gawharshad, and his eldest son, ‘Ala’ al-
Dawla, inherited his governorship and his
diwan position. After Shah Rukh’s death in
1447, ‘Ala’ al-Dawla contested power over
Iran with his brothers Sultan Muhammad
and Abii I-Qasim Babur, in a struggle that
destroyed all three.

Baysunghur’s achievements fit into the
culture of princely patronage that began
under Shah Rukh and was known as the
Timiirid renaissance. This was a period of
refinementand systematisatidn in literature,
historicgraphy, and the arts, incorporat-
ing the Chinese and Central Asian influ-
ences of the Mongol period. Baysunghur
is remembered as a patron of the arts of
the book and founder of a school of paint-
ing and calligraphy in Herat, which bult
on the earlier styles of Tabriz and Shiraz.
After Shah Rukh’s conquest of Fars and
Azerbaijan, several artists from these cen-
tres entered Baysunghur’s employ. From
about 830/mid-1420s, Baysunghur over-
saw the Herat scriptorium (kifab-khana),
where calligraphers, illuminators, painters,
and bookbinders produced superlative
works. The Shahnama, which was cop-
ied by the famous Jafar Tabiizi (or
Baysunghuri) in 833/1430, was based
on several manuscripts and contained an
introduction commissioned by the prince;
this remained the standard edition until
the late twentieth century. It was a popu-
larisation rather than a gritical edition,
and the text includes numerous accretions
(Khaleghi Motlagh).

In poetry and calligraphy, Baysunghur
was both patron and practitioner,
Although his taste and his remarks are
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6 BAYRANAVAND—BAYSONGOR, GTAT-AL-DIN

their raids extended even to the environs of Maldyer and
Nehdvand (Wilson. p.22)% Tn 1910, they defeated a
punitive expedition led by the governor-gensral of
Lorestan, ‘Abd-Allih MIrzd Montaser-al-Dawla, near
Bortjerd, causing that official to flee from the city and
abandon part of his artillery. But later that year they
were, in turn, routed by an army of 5,000 men, including
1,000 Baktiaris, under the command of the new
governor-general, Amir(-e} Mofakkam Lotf-‘All Khan
Baktidrl, and thzir leader was slain (ibid.).

In spring, 1306 $./8927, the Bayrinavands revolted
against the Pahlavi regime, They ambushed an infantry
company betwesn Korramabad and Borgjerd, killing
the captain and a hundred soldiers. They also momen-
tarily laid siege to Korramdbad. But government troops
quickly dispersed them and, in 1928, thoroughly de-
feated them (H. Arfa, Under Five Shahs, Edinburgh,
1964, pp. 207-11). Later during the reign of Rezd Shah,
according to British Naval [atelligence, 3,000 Bay-
ranavands were foreibly moved to the Qazvin and
Varamin cegions (Persic, Rritish Naval Intelligence
Division, 1943, p. 370). But according to M. Kavhan,
they were moved ‘o the Qom, S@va, and Ka§in regions
(Jogrdfia I, p.67). By 1949, when W.O. Douglas
visited Lorestan, the Bayranavands had become seden-
tary and were living in dire poverty (Strange Lands and
Friendly People, New York, 1651, p. 100).

Today, most of the Bayrdnavands reside in the baks
of Cagalvandi, southwest of Borijerd (Razmara,
Farhang, VI, pp. 4, 34, 112). Formerly, the Bayrdna-
vands spent the summers on the Kiih-e Cehel Nabalegin
and the Kih-e Garrd (Wilsoa, p. 22). Some of them
spent the winters on the toothills of the Pol-e Zail
mountains, 30 miles northwest of Deztiil (Wilson, p.22;
M. L. Rabino, Les tribus du Lourisian, Paris, 1913,
p.21; Persia, p.379).

The population of the Bayrdnavand tribe was es-
timated at 2,500 families by Rawlinson (p. [07); at 7,000
families by A, Houtum-Schindler (" Reisen im siidwest-
lichen Persien,” pt. %, Zeitschrift der Gesellschaft fiir
Erdkunde zu Berlin 14, 1879, p. 87; at 10,000 families by
Wilson (p. 22}, Rabino (p. 21), and Kayhin (I, p. 67): at
7,000 famities by the authors of Persia (p. 370); and at
3,250 tamilies by the authors of Iransahr {Tehran, 1342
3./1963. £ p. L41.

Bibliography  Given in the text,
’ (P. OBERLING)

4~ BAYSONGOR, GIAT-aL-DIN B. $XHROK B.
TIMUR (799-837/1397-1433), also called Suitan Biyson-
gor Bahador Khan, Timurid prince who played an
important role as a statesman and a patron of art and
architecture and was himself a first-class calligrapher.
His title (lagab) is sometimes given as Mo‘ezz-al-Din
(Mezdm-al-Din Sami, ed. Tauer, 1956, p. 134; Zarydb
p.79). Imstzad of Biysongor or Bdysongor, other
vocalizations such as Baysunqar (Barthold, p. 58) are
possible but improbable (Doerfer, pp. 272-77), all the
mere 30 in view of the unambiguous Greek spelling
Soggour (Moravesik, pp.283f). He was horm on 21

Du'l-hejja 799/16 September 1397 (Fasth, p. [18) at
Herat and died at the age of thirty-seven lunar years on
7 Jomada [ 837/20 December 1433 in the Big-¢ Safid
palace near Herge (Habih absiar (Totrran} 111, p. 623
Babor-ndma, tr. Bacqué-Grammont, 1985; Togan, in /4
If, p. 430, with correction of the date; other dates given
in some sources are less probable). His mother was
Gowharddd Begom, the most important and distin-
guished of Sahrok's wives (Nezim-al-Din $ami,
loc. cit.).

Bdysongor was an outstanding representative of Is-
lamic culture of the Turco-Iranian type, whose distinc-
tiveness and worth have only in recent decades received
adequate appreciation in modern scholarship. Noldeke
(p. 205), who knew the facts of Biysongoc's career, was
uncertain abaut hisrole in the cultural life of his time. In
both contemporary and modern historical works, Bay-
songor is overshadowed by his elder brother Olog Beg
(796-853/1393-1449). The historian Ja‘tarf praised him
only as a courageous and generous prince (Zaryib,
p. 79). In fact Baysongor was an abler statesman than
Olog Beg, and his cultural achievements, though in
different flelds, by no means fell short of the latter's. In
the opinion of Browne (Lit. Hist. Persia 111, p.385),
BaysonZor was ‘“perhaps the most talented” of
Sahrok’s sons. The reasons why he was so long~
underrated are obvious enough. He never held a post so
high as Olog Beg's viceroyalty at Samarqand, but
served instead as his father’s right-hand man at Herat.
Second, no modern scholar has made a special study of
his achievements, whereas Olog Beg’s astronomical
tables and observatory at Samarqand had been known
to European scientists from Newton in the {7th century
onward and his career had been the subject of a detailed
monograph by Barthold (Eng. tr., 1953). Juster appreci-
ation of BdysonZor's significance has been made pos-
sible by the progress of art historiography in very
recent years. [n an important article (/4 II, pp. 428-30)
Togan has drawn attention to the neglect of Baysongor
and helped arouse interest in him. particularly among
art historians.

Biysongor played a big part’in the administration of
the Timurid empire. He was still a child when Timir
died in 807/1405. He was appointed governor-general
{wdli) of Tis. N@apar. and Astaribdd when he was
seveateen years old, and according to Fasih (p.175)
amir-e divdn in 819/ {4{6-17. This probably meant head
of the high council of state (divan-e ili-e amir), i.e.,
Sahrok’s supreme council in Herat (Togan, in /4 I,
p. 351; of. Roemer, 1952, pp. 85, 169, (71, (82). Fasih
mentions several persons who were appointed to this
council and some, including himself, who were pun-
ished with dismissal from it, and his statements indicate
that Bdysongor was not just a member but the chairman
(Fasth, pp. 170, 196, 198, 207). For a time in and after
324/1421 Baysongor was apparcently walr of Tabeiz. but
he later returned to his previous post. Insofar as the
duties of governorship allowed, he preferred not to
reside at the provincial headquarters but to stay at
Herat with his father, who entrusted him with major
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sunna, with the sites already revered by many of his subjects, including that of
Mashhad, and such local holy places as the Herati shrine of Bibi Sitti.
Among ulama and Sufis it is also difficult to find individuals or groups
which represented one specific program to the exclusion of others. The
students of rival figures among the ulama could all hold lucrative posts
and many men retained loyalties to people of divergent views. Among the
Sufi shaykhs, the members of different spiritual lineages lived in close and
generally friendly contact. The two centers T have examined, the shrine at Jam
and the city of Herat, both welcomed shaykhs of widely different persuasions
and practice. In Herat we find a group of shaykhs sharing the education of
disciples, despite divergent practices and affiliations. Their conflicts were
usually a matter of personal competition or morality. One thing that is
interesting 1s their tendency to maintain close contacts with a number of
former masters and fellow disciples, and to pass them on to their own
followers. The circle which formed in Herat around its senior shaykhs per-
sisted beyond their lifetimes, despite a number of disagreements within it. In
the Timurid period there were numerous institutions of authority originating
from the court, like the sadr and the shaykh al-islam, connected to the city
ulama, like the mosque or madrasa, or from the Sufi milieu, like the shrine
and the rariga, and all were important to government and society. None of
them, however, could define the shape of religious life for the individual.
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CHAPTER 8§

The rebellion of Sultan Muhammad b. Baysunghur
and the struggle over succession

Throughout most of his rule Shahrukh provided a precious period of peace
and prosperity for his subjects, but his last years were difficult. The problems
which led to rebellion and then to the collapse of order on his death were those
which plagued most governments of the medieval Middle East. At the center,
the need to choose a successor strained relations among the royal family and
their servitors. Bureaucratic corruption had grown beyond acceptable limits
and efficient tax collection was hampered by abuses both at the center and
in the provinces. As older and experienced governors died it became harder
to retain power in the provinces and this situation was made dangerous by the
constant political activity of indigenous leaders. When Shahrukh became
seriously ill in 847-48/1444 disturbances arose throughout the realm, and
his grandson Sultan Muhammad b. Baysunghur began a rebellion which
required military action. It was on the campaign against him that Shahrukh
died, and his death opened a struggle for power which brought the death of
most of the major contestants and the loss of western Iran. All of these events
involved several segments of the population, and, when we examine the actions
and successes of Sultan Muhammad, we see a pattern of interlocking political
activities involving Iranian and Turco-Mongolian leaders, dynasty and emirs,
emirs and viziers. What is illustrated here is both the fragility of central govern-
ment and the involvement of provincial populations in politics which affected
the center. Cities and provinces feared breakdown above all, but the actions
they took to gain protection helped to exacerbate the conflict they dreaded.
We are well informed about the struggles at the end of Shahrukh’s reign.
Sultan Muhammad attracted numerous Iranian personne! into his follow-
ing, including several historians. Three major historians of Fars, Ja‘far b.
Muhammad al-Husayni Ja‘fari, who wrote the Tarikh-i Yazd and the Tartkh-i
kabtr, Ahmad b. Husayn b. Katib, author of the Tarikh-i jadid-i Yazd, and
Tajal-Din Hasan b. Shihab Yazdi, the author of the Jami-i tawarikh-i hasan,
all worked for Sultan Muhammad or under his jurisdiction.l One other major
historian with connections to Sultan Muhammad was Abu Bakr Tihrani

! See Chapter 2.
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die von vorn gesehene Wand mit dem reichen Fayenceschmuck zu
einer Ansicht.

Mit der gleichen Selbstverstindlichkeit werden sogar AuBen- und
Innenansichten eines Gebiudes kombiniert (Abb. a1, 23, 20). Man
sieht eine AuBenfassade mit Eingangstiir und dariiberliegendem Fen-
ster. Unmittelbar daneben fillt der Blick in einen Innenraum. Einer
solchen Darstellungsweise liegt eine uns kindlich anmutende Un-
bekiimmertheit zugrunde. Sie gibt dem Maler, der sich nicht durch
perspektivisches Sehen gebunden fiihit, die Freiheit, die Szene in
grofiter Deutlichkeit vor dem Betrachter auszubreiten.

Fiir die Wiedergabe von Menschen und Tieren, die nicht modellie-
rend dargestellt werden, gewinnt der Kontur zunehmende Bedeutung.
Die Figuren heben sich klar vom Hintergrund ab. Die UmriBlinien
~ man betrachte nur Pferde und Reiter (Abb. 3) — sind immer voller
Gespanntheit und von kalligraphischer Sicherheit. Die Linie wird
zu einem Mittel, kraftvolles Leben darzustellen.

Ihren grofiten Reichtum entfalten die Miniaturen in ihrer Farbigkeit.
Als Beispiel kann die Farbgebung des Landschaftshintergrundes die-
nen, die sich kaum wiederholt, sondern von Blatt zu Blatt wechselt.
Bevorzugt wird dafiir Grau, das von heller, bliulicher oder dunkler
Tonung sein kann. Aber auch zartes Lila, Ocker und lichtes Griin
‘finden Verwendung. Durch ihre Farbigkeit fesseln iranische Minia-
turen den Betrachter meist schon auf den ersten Blick. Wie kostbare
Kleinodien beeindrucken sie ihn als Zeugen einer fernen Zeit und
Welt.
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Verzeichnis der Abbildungen

Die Seitenzahlen gében den Standort der Miniaturen in der Handschrift an,
Von einer Angabe der Mafle wurde bei den einzelnen Darstellungen wegen
ihres unregelmiiBigen Umrisses abgeschen. Als Anhalt kann die Abmessung
des Schriftspiegels (23.6 x 15.7 em) diencn.

1. Das Exlibris des Prinzen Baisonqur

Hs. S. 1

Der Handschrift ist ein Schmuckblatt vorangestellt, das in einem
Ziermedaillon den einstigen Besitzer nennt. In dem goldgrundigen,
von einer feinen Spiralranke gefiillten Mittelfeld steht die Widmung.
Darum legen sich ein inneres Band mit Bliitenstauden und ein fiuBe-
res mit Arabeskenwerk. Dieses liuft oben und unten spitz zu und
trigt sogenannte Anhiinger. An einzelnen Stellen erkennt man Spuren
spéterer Reparaturen. ‘

2. Gamsid lehrt Schneider und Schmiede

Hs. S. 12 Aus dem Sah-name des Firdausi.

Gamsid, ein mythischer Konig, regierte 700 Jahre lang. Er lehrte die
Menschen die Kunst der Metallbearbeitung sowie das Herstellen
von Geweben und das Nihen. Die Legende ist in der iranischen
Miniaturmalerei wiederholt dargestellt worden, bot sie doch den
Malern die Gelegenheit, die ganze Vielfalt handwerklicher Vorginge
zu schildern. Hier ist die Szene auf das Notwendigste beschriinkt. Der
Thron, hinter dessen Riicklehne zwei Begleitfiguren hervorschauen,
ist an den linken Rand geriickt. Der Herrscher weist auf den Schnei-
der und den Schmied am AmboB. Ihre Kleidung unterstreicht den
Charakter ihrer Titigkeit. Der Schneider ist elegant gekleidet und
trigt einen Turban, der Schmied eine flache Kappe und das Schurz-
fell. Sie hocken auf dem mit flachen Grasbiischeln besetzten Abhang
und heben sich klar von dem zartgrauen Hintergrund ab. In der obe-
ren Ecke kriimmt sich ein knorriger Baum, dessen griine K rone mit
dem tiefen Blau des Hintergrundes kontrastiert.

3. Rustam im Kampf mit Afrasyib

Hs. S. 21, Aus dem Sah-name des Firdausi.

Rustam, der gréBte der iranischen Helden, vollbringt im Dienste der

Herrscher Irans wahre Wunder an Tapferkeit und Stirke. Unermiid-

lich steht er im Kampf gegen die Feinde Irans, deren Herrscher

Afrasyab ist.

Der eine der Krieger ist aus dem Sattel gehoben worden und schieBt
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