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HAZINE-1 BIRUN KATIB! :
AHMET BIN MAHMUD EFENDININ TUTTUGU
: NE AIT DEFTERDEN KOPARILAN
ELERDE NELER VARDI? L

SEVKET RADO

Prut Savag, bilindigi gibi, giiniimiizden tam 275 yil 6nce, 1711 yiinda
Osmanh Tiirkleriyle Ruslar arasinda cereyan etmig ve sonunda Tirklerin
parlak bir zafer kazanmas ile neticelenmistir. Devrin Padigahi Sultan 1.
Ahmed’in Sadr-1 Azamu Baltaci Mehmet Paga nin kumandas: alundaki
Tiirk ordusu, baglarinda Gar Koca Petroile esi Katerina’nin da bulundugu
Rus ordusunu son derece mahir bir manevra ile Prut nehrinin bir yanindaki

GOy -

]

O L

G

xmp’hwm Mevcuﬂﬁi

genig batakliga siirmiis, ¢aresiz kalan Ruslar bu durumda Tiirklerden aman
dileyerek, Sadr-1 Azam ve Serasker Baltact Mehmet Paga ile ordunun ileri
gelenlerini, biribiri ardindan gonderdikleri elgilerle bir an énce bir sulh
akdedilmesine raz1 etmek igin adeta yalvar yakar olmuglardir. Ne care ki
Koca Petro’nun, nerede ise Tiirklere esir diigmeyi goze alip kendisi esir
olduktan sonra ne yapacaklarim yakinlanina soyledigi sirada, Tiirk
tarafinda sulh miizakerelerini idare edenlerin acemilikleri yiiziinden, harp
meydaninda kazanilmig bu parlak zafer, hig de parlak olmayan bir sulh
anlagmasiyla noktalanmns ve Ruslar feci bir ¢ikmazdan kurtularak
memieketierine salimen donmek firsating kullanmay: basarmuglardir,

Prut Savagiyla en fazia iigilenen tarihgilerimizin baginda, hic sii hesiz,
3iy 4 3

degerli hocalarimizdan, rahinetli Prof. Dr. Akdes Nimet Kurat gelmektedir.
Kendisinin bu bahis etrafinda pek degerli aragurmalan vardir!. Bilhassa
“Prut Savast ve Bangt™ adli iki cildik eseri en genig galigmasini tegkil eder.
Prof. Akdes Nimet bu galiymasinda esas kaynak olarak “Hazine-i Birun
katibi Ahmet bin Mahmud’un 1123 (1711) Prut Seferine ait defteri”’nden
faydalandigindan sitayigle bahsetmektedir ki, bizim de asil konumuzu bu
defter tegkil ediyor.

Bu defter Prut Seferine ait elyazmasi bir ruznamedir ki, Hazine-i Birun
katibi oldugu anlagilan Ahmet bin Mahmud adindaki bir zat “Defter” adim

! Bilgi almak igin: Ankara Universitesi, Dil ve Tarih-Cografya Fakiiltesi, Tarih Arajurma
Enstitiisiince yaymnlanan Tarih Aragtirmalan dergisinin 1966 yils, Cilt IV, Say: 6-7, Sayfa 259.
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AN EMPRESS AND A GRAND VIZIER: CATHERINE, BALTACI
MEHMED AND THE BATTLE OF THE PRUT, 1711

I g P > Adrian JONES®
@ﬁ%@x
This is a study of unusual events on 10 July 1711 (Old Style). Peace
broke out just when most people expected a rout. An unusual woman -
Empress Catherine I, as she came to be - played an unusual role in shaping
the final outcome of a battle. A big bribe was taken; or was it just a normal
gift received?

The events in questions took place at the close of a two-night and
two-day battle beside the Prut River in Moldavia. The official protagonists
were a Russian tsar and emperocr-to-be, Peter the Great (born 1672, reigning
1682-1725) and an Ottoman Grand Vizier (Sadrazam), Baltact Mehmed Paga
(born 16607, governing 1704-6, 1710-11).

Stories about 10 July 1711 are rich in irony. The victor, Baltac
Mehmed, is now widely viewed as anything-but-Great, a might-have-been,
a figure of shame.! Conversely, Tsar Peter, the monarch who lost, is now
renowned — though few Russian historians, it must be said, dwell on his
errors in Moldavia in June-July 1711 or on the Iuck of his escape unscathed
as an unexpectedly generous peace was offered to him by Baltact Mehmed
following Peter’s crushing defeat. In retrospect, this was one Turkish view
in 1932:

* La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia, adrian.jones@latrobe.edu.au

I Frangois-Marie Arouet de Voltaire is an exception: Histoire de I'Empire de Russie sous Pierre le
Grand (1759) in (Euvres historiques, ed. René Pomeau, Paris, Gallimard, Bibliotheque de
Pléiade, 1957, p. 488.
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o BALLAGE MEHMED PASA (1660 ?-1712) T
Osmanl:  sadrazamlarmdan  olup, Corum civirm-
daki Osmancik kasabasinda dogmustur. Ailesi ve
dogum tarihi hakkinda bilgimiz yoksa da, Sldiigi
zaman yasimn elliyl gectigi gozéntinde tutulursa,
1660 civininda diinyaya geldigi soylenebilir,
Mehmed Pasa, Valide Rabia Ciilnds (8Im. 1715)
Sultan 'a yazmis oldugu 1711 tarihli bir mekiyba
nazaran, buld caginda memleketinden aynilmg,
birgok yere ve bu arada Trablusgarb, Cezayir ve
Tunus 'a kadar gitmigtir. Burada Magribli bir aziz,
kendisine bityiik bir adam olacagimi miijdeledigin-
den [stanbul'a gelip saraya intisth ederek, Giil-
nds Sultan 'in hizmetinde bulunmugtur, IV, Meh-
med 'In tahttan Indirilmesi (1687 ) iizerine, Eski
Saray 'a gegip yine Giilnfis Sultan 'in hizmetinde
bulunmugtur. Daha sonra Baltacilar ocagina gegen
Mehmed Aga, 11. Mustafa 'nin padisah olmasindan
sonra, ikinci yazialik, baltaci ocagi yaziahi ve da-
riissaide agas: imimhg gibi hizmetlerde bulunmU§;

sestnin giizellizi, misikiye olan istidadi ve tabiatinin
yumusakhgr ile kendisini sevdirmis, husdsiyle Vi-
lide Giilnis Sultan ' iltifat ve himayesine mazhar
olmustur. Ancak, kendisine gésterilen bu iltifst; haz-
medemeyen bizi ileri gelen baltacilar onu Istanbuyl-
'dan uzaklastirmaya muvaffak oldular. Bu miinase-
betle pek cok yeri gérmiistiir.  Feyzullah Efend;
vak'as1 sirasinda, stxr"dan getirilerek stk bir
sorguya ¢ekilmis, daha sonra, evkal miitevellis;
olarak Amasya’ya génderilmek Istenmisse de, fs-
tanbul 'da gikan isydn iizerine bassehirde kalarak
"Edirne vak'ast” veya “Feyzullah Efendi hadi-
sesi”’ ad: ile meshlr olan ayallanmada, asi reisler;
ile temasta bulunmug ve Sehzide (IIL.) Ahmed In
tahta gegmesi hussunda gayret sarf etmistir, By
sehzddenin ciilisundan sonra, birinci mirdhorluga
getirildi (saban 1115=aralik 1703 ) ise de, Mehmed
Agza’'nin Valide Sultan ve padisiha yakinhg: dola-
yisiyla kendisine rakib olacagi endisesiyle, Sadrazam
Morali Damad Hasan Pasa tarafindan mal tahsil;
igin Haleb ve Trablus'a génderilmis; daha sonra
hakkinda bazi sikdyetlerde bulunularak pidigahuin /
goziinden diigiiriilmek 1stenmigtir, Mehmed Aga
ancak Kalaylikoz Ahmed Pasa 'min sadéretinde Is-
tanbul 'a cagnilarak eski vazifesine iadde edilmis ve
kisa bir zaman sonra vezirlikle kapudan-1 derya o}-
mustur (6 kasim 1704 ).

Baltact Mehmed Paga, kisa siiren bu hizmet;
sirasinda daba ziyade Kalayhkoz Ahmed Pasa 'nin

sadéretten azline yol acan tertiplere girigmis ve so-
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1/1921-2), based on a2 manuscript of the final recen-
<on (Tirk Tarih Kurumu Lib., ms. 509) it has also
become one of the sources most frequently referred to
by rescarchers.

‘Finally, Bursali Mebmed Tahir, Othmanh
mielliflery, 111, 142, attributes to a Mehmed b.
Hiiseyin of Sulian lbrahim’s time a translation of the
Persian history of ‘Al b. Shihab al-Din Hamadainy,
the Dkakhirat al-mulak, at the command of the gover-
nor of Baghdad, Derwish Mehmed Pasha [g.v.],in 10
babs, to which he added two further babs and called the
whole the Tukfat al-ma’min. This history must never-
theless be by Muslih al-Din Mustafa b. Sha‘ban (d.
969/1561-2) (see Katib Celebi (Hadjdji Khalifa),
KNaghfal-zunin, Istanbul 1941, 1, 824, and from it, Bur-
sai Mehmed Théhir, i, 226), and this is strengthened
by the fact that the Dhokhirat al-mulik, as described in
the above two sources, is not a history but a treatise
on pohitical ethics (see Storey, i, 946-7 n. 4).

Bibliography: In addition to sources mentioned
in the article, see 14 art. Mehmed Halife (Bekir

Kiatikoglu). (Bexir KUtUkoGLy)

MEHMED LALA PASHA [see MEHMED PASHA,
LaLA] _ o

MEHMED LALEZARI [see LALEZAR].

MEHMED PASHA, BALTAD]I, Teserpir
(1071-1124/1660-1 to 1712), Ottoman Grand
Vizier under Sultan Ahmed 111 [g.2.].

Born in Osmanak (Merzifon), as the son of
Turkish Muslim parents, he was able 1o enter the
outside service of the Sulian’s palace thanks to
patronage (infisgb). He began his career in a
secretarial function. By favour and through the
patronage of Habeshi “All Agha and other birin aghas,
he entered the service of the Walide Sultan Khadidje
Tarkhan, attaining the rank of khalife in 1099/1687.
The prince Ahmed (the later Ahmed 11I) appointed
Mehmed as apprentice to the corps of the ‘‘Baltadjis
of the Old Saray™, where he became known as the
“‘beautiful muezzin’’ because of the musical qualities
of his voice. When in 1695 HabeshT ‘Ali became Ddr
al-Sa%ade Aghasi to Sultan Mustafa 11 [g.v.], Baliadji
Mehmed became personal scribe to his protector and
was thus admitted to the proximity of the sultan and
of Prince Ahmed. At the accession of the latter on 10
Rabi® 1I 1115/21 August 1703, Mehmed, with 9
years’ experience of confidential service and having
travelled all over the empire, was promoted to the
rank of Mir Akkir, but his appointment as tahsildar of
Aleppo removed him from the palace service. The
Grand Vizier Kalaylikoz Ahmed Pasha promoted him
to the rank of vizier (8 Radjab 1116/6 September
1704} with the function of Kapudan Pasha. Already on
27 Sha‘ban 1116/26 December 1704 he became
Grand Vizier (1704-6/1116-18). He had to maintain
his position against the rival faction led by Corlulu
‘Ali Pasha and Newshehirli (Damad) Ibrahim Pagha
{g vz.]. He made himself indispensable to his monarch
by playing upon the latter’s constant fear of revolt and
dg‘position. The Grand Vizier managed to free
himself from the supervision of financial affairs by
means of an intrigue, falsely accusing the Nighandy
HuSt_‘yin Pasha of plotting a revalt and conscquently
sending him into exile at Istankdy Island (Cos). The
SL{lxan forlong toleratcd his old familiar companion in
spite of his marked Jack of ability in financial mauers.

At last, the Sultan decided to replace Baliadji
Mechmed Pagha by Corlulu ‘Al Pagha (19 Muharram
1118/3 May 1706), his trusted intimate as well as a
tempetent statesman. The ex-Grand  Vizier was
hGnourably exiled with the appointment as Beglerbegl
of Erzurum. In 13 19/1707 he was transferred to Chios

M

(Out. Sakiz [g.2.]), from which post he went to Aleppo
as Beglerbegi. In that city, the poet Nabi |g.2.] belonged
to Baltadji Mehmed Pasha’s salon.

On 14 Djumada 11 1122/50 August 1710, Ahmed
111 decided 1o appoint his old companion as Grand
Vizicr again. The latter actually took office in Istan-
bul by 3 Sha‘ban/27 Scptember. By this time a *‘war
party,”” which aimed at a renewal of the war against
Russia, had gained the upper hand. The intrigues to
that end were assisted by the King of Sweden, “‘lron
Head” (Demir Bash) Charles XII, who had found
refuge in Ottoman territory since 1709. His Ottoman
ally was the Khén of the Crimea Dawlat Giray 11 [see
GIRAY] (second reign, 1120-5/1708-13) who came to
Istanbul in 1122/1710 to further his aims of war
against the Russian Tsar Peter. A Council was held
in the Sultan’s palace (Meshweret-i “Azime of 28
Ramadan 1122/21 November 1710) and war was
declared on Russia. The new Grand Vizier was to
command the army. The so-called Pruth campaign
began in the spring of 1123/1711. The Tsar’s
diplomacy could not curb the Ottoman initiative and
the two armies marched towards each other, meeting
on 12 Djumada 11/28 July 1711 in Moldavia (Ou.
Boghdan [g.2.]) near Khan Tepesi (= Stanilesti) on
the river Pruth, downstream on the road from Jassy
(Ott. Yash [g.2.]). Nobody in the Russian army was
aware that Baltadj) Mehmed Pasha was already close
by. The Ouomans, reinforced by a large body of
Tatars, Cossacks and Polish troops, totalling 120,000
men and 400 guns, were in perfect' condition. The
Russian army (40,000 infantry, 14,000 horse and 122
guns) had been suffering from lack of food and forage
for three weeks. The support promised in a secret
treaty concluded in view of the Russo-Turkish war by
the prince of Moldavia Demetrius Cantemir (1673-
1723) was not delivered, for the crops had failed as a
result of drought and locusts. On 5 Djumada 11/21

July 1711, Baltadji Mchmed’s army completely sur-

rounded the Russians and was preparing for the
general attack with an arnillery barrage. The Tsar
Peter, who was with his army, realised that his forces
would be annihilated and decided quickly to sue for an
armistice and peace. For this move, he found support
not only from his Vice-Chancellor Peter Shafirov but
also from his wife Catherine. This lady’s involvement
probably gave rise to the historical legend that the cor-
rupt Ottoman Grand Vizier gave in easily to the Rus-
sian proposals, as these were accompanied by the offer
of the jewelry and the charms of the Tsarina to his
person. In any case, lacking insight into the true situa-
tion of the two powers, Baliadji Mehmed was too
easily content with the Russian proposals. He was
already satisfied with the retrocession of Azov (Ott.
Azak [g.v.]), the demolition of the newly-built Rus-
sian fortresses at Taganrog, Kamenny Zaton and
along the Dniepr, the closing of the permanent Rus-
sian embassy at the Porte, the evacuation of Polish

“territory and a guarantee of non-interference in Polish

affairs. All Ottoman prisoners were to be set free and
the King of Sweden was to be allowed safe passage.
The Russian troops were provided with food for their
frec retreat. A preliminary treaty of peace was hur-
riedly agreed upon on 6 Djumada 11 1123/23 July
1711 (O.8. 12 July), notwithstanding the protests of
Dawlat Giray I Khin and the representative of
Charles X11, the Polish general Stanislas Poniatowski.
Baliadji Mehmed Pasha scems to have been carried
away by his own unexpected success. It must be
realised, however, that the Janissaries had little

‘stomach for fighting in this desolate country and that

the Sipahis were always reluctant to face the costs of
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1/1921-2), based on 'a manuscript of the final recen-
sion (Turk Tarih Kurumu Lib., ms. 509) it has also
become one of the sources most frequently referred to
by rescarchers.

Finally, Bursall Mehmed Tahir, ‘Othmanh
muellflers, 11, 142, attributes to a Mehmed b,
Huseyin of Sultan Ibrahim’s time a translation of the
Persian history of ‘Al b. Shihab al-Din Hamadani,
the Dhakhirat al-mulik, at the command of the gover-
nor of Baghdad, Derwish Mehmed Pagha [g.2.], in 10
babs, to which he added two further bdbs and called the
whole the Tuhfat al-ma’min. This history must never-
theless be by Muslih al-Din Mustafa b. Sha‘ban (d.
969/1561-2) (see Katib Celebi (Hadidji Khalifa),
Kashf al-zuniin, Istanbul 1941, i, 824, and from it, Bur-
sali Mehmed Tahir, ii, 226), and this is strengthened
by the fact that the Dhakhirat al-mulik, as described in
the above two sources, is not a history but a treatise
on political ethics (see Storey, i, 946-7 n. 4).

Bibliography: In addition to sources mentioned
in the article, see 4 art. Mehmed Halife (Bekir

Kitiikoglu). (Bexir KiUtikoGLY)

MEHMED LALA PASHA [see MEHMED PAsHA,
LALAJ.

MEHMED LALEZARI [sce LALEZARI].

MEHMED PASHA, BALTADJI, TeserpAR
(1071-1124/1660-1 to ]712) Ottoman Grand
Vizier under Sultan Ahmed III [g.2.].

Born in Osmancik (Merzifon), as the son of
Turkish Muslim parents, he was able to enter the
outside service of ‘the Sultan’s palace thanks to
patronage (intiséb). He began his  career in a
secretarial function. By favour and through the
patronage of Habeshi ‘Ali Agha and other birin aghas,
he entered the service of the Walide Sultan Khadidje
Tarkhin, attaining the rank of khalife in 1099/1687.
The prince Ahmed (the later Ahmed 111) appointed
Mehmed as apprentice to the corps of the ‘‘Baltadjis
of the Old Saray’’, where he became known as the
*‘beautiful muezzin’’ because of the musical qualities
of his voice. When in 1695 Habesh1 “Alf became Dar
al-Sa%ade Aghasi to Sultan Mustafa II [g.0.]; Baltadji
Mehmed became personal scribe to his protector and
was thus admitted to the proximity of the sultan and
of Prince Ahmed. At the accession of the latter on 10
Rabr® Il 1115/21 August 1703, Mehmed, with 9
years’ experience of confidential service and having
travelled. all over the empire, was promoted to the
rank of Mir Akhiir, but his appointment as fahsildar of
Aleppo removed him from the palace service. The
Grand Vizier Kalaylikoz Ahmed Pasha promoted him
to the rank of vizier (8 Radjab 1116/6 September
1704) with the function of Kapudan Pasha. Already on
27 Sha‘bian 1116/26 December 1704 he became
Grand Vizier (1704--6/1116-18). He had to maintain
his position against the rival faction led by
All Pagha and Newshehirli (Damad) Ibrahim Pasha
lg.vv.]. He made himself indispénsable to his monarch
by playing upon the latter’s constant fear of revolt and
deposition. The Grand Vizier managed to free
himself from the supervision of financial affairs by
means of an intrigue, falsely accusing the Nishindji
Huiseyin Pasha of plotting a revolt and consequently
sending him into exile at Istankdy Island (Cos). The
Sulian for long tolerated his old familiar companion in
spite of his marked lack of ability in financial matters.

At last, the Sultan decided to replace Baltadji
Mehmed Pasha by Corlulu ‘Ali Pagha (19 Muharram
111873 May 1706), his trusted intimate as well as a
competent statesman. The ex-Grand Vizier was
honourably exiled with the appointment as Beglerbegt

of Erzurum, In 1119/1707 he was transferred to Chios

Corlulu

(Ont. Sakiz [¢.2.]), from which post he went to Aleppo
as Beglerbegr, In that city, the poet Nabi [g.2.] belonged
to Baltadli Mehmed Pagha’s salon.

On i4 Djumada IT 1122/10 August 1710, Ahmcd
I1T decided to appoint his old companion as Grand
Vizier again. The latter actually took office in Istan-
bul TSy 3 Sha*ban/27 Scptember. By this time a *‘war
party,”” which aimed at a renewal of the war dgainst
Russia, had gained the upper hand. The intrigues to
that end were assisted by the King of Sweden, ‘‘Iron
Head” (Demir Baghy~&harles XII, who had found
refuge in Ottoman territory since 1709. His Ottoman
ally was the Khan of the Crimea Dawlat Giray 11 see
GIRAY] (second reign, 1120-5/1708-13) who came to
Istanbul in 1122/1710 to further his aims of war
against the Russian Tsar Peter. A Council was held
in the Sultan’s palace (Meghweret-i “Azime of 28
Ramadan 1122/21 November 1710) and war was
declared on Russia. The new Grand Vizier was to
command the army. The so-called Pruth campaign
began in the spring of 1123/1711. The Tsar’s
diplomacy could not curb the Ottoman initiative and
the two armies marched towards each other, meeting
on 12 Djumada 11/28 July 1711 in Moldavia (Ott.
Boghdan [g.v.]) near Khan Tepesi (= Stanilesti) on
the river Pruth, downstream on the road from Jassy
(Ont. Yash {g.2.]). Nobody in the Russian army was
aware that Baltadji Mehmed Pagha was already close
by. The Ottomans, reinforced by a large body of
Tatars, Cossacks and Palish troops, totalling 120,000
men and 400 guns, were in perfect condition. The
Russian army (40,000 infantry, 14,000 horse and 122
guns) had been suffering from lack of food and forage
for three weeks. The support ptomised in a secret
treaty concluded in view of the Russo-Turkish war by
the prince of Moldavia Demetrius Cantemir (1673-
1723) was not delivered, for the crops had failed as a
result of drought and locusts. On 5 Djumiada 11/21

July 1711, Baltadjt Mehmed’s army’ cornpletel) sur-

rounded the Russians and was preparing for the
general attack with an artillery barrage. The Tsar
Peter, who was with his army, realised that his forces
would be annihilated and decided quickly to sue for an
armistice and peace. For this move, he found support
not only from his Vice-Chancellor Peter Shafirov but
also from his wife Catherine. This lady’s involvement
probably gave rise to the historical legend that the cor-
rupt Ottoman Grand Vizier gave in easily to the Rus-
sian proposals, as these were accompanied by the offer

of the jewelry and the charms of the Tsarina to his
person. In any case, lacking insight into the true situa-
tion of the two powers, Baltadi Mehmed was too
easily content with the Russian proposals. He was
already satisfied with the retrocession of Azov (Ott.

Azak [g.2.]), the demolition of the newly-built Rus-
sian fortresses at Taganrog, Kamenny Zaton and
a]ong the Dniepr, the closing of the permanent Rus-

sian embassy at the Porte, the evacuation of Polish
territory and a guarantee ofnon—interference in Polish
affairs. All Ottoman prisoners were to be set free and
the King of Sweden was to be allowed safe passage.
The Russian troops were provided with food for their
free retreat. A preliminary treaty of peace was hur-
riedly agreed upon on 6 Djumada 11 1123/23 July
1711 (O.8. 12 July), notwithstanding the protests of
Dawlat Giray I Khan and the representative of
Charles X11, the Polish general Stanislas Poniatowski,
Baltadji Mehmed Pagha scems to have been carried
away by his own unexpected success.. It must be
realised, however, that the Janissaries had little
stomach for fighting in this desolate country and that
the Sipahis were always reluctant to face the costs of



