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MAUSOLEUM OF S (BAHA’ AL-DIN ZAKARIYA AT MULTAN f%_,%% Lo

AND THE INTRODUCTION OF CE
. IN SOUTH ASIAN SUBCONTINENT

According to a famous Persian saying, ‘Multan is particularly remembered for
its numerous tombs and graves of saints, savahts and soldiers with which it hasbeen
abounding since the very ancient days . Among others, it possesses magnificent
tombs of Baha’ al-Din Zakariya (d. 1262), Shahid-Shahid (d. 1270) % Shams
Sabzwari (d. 1276) 3, Shaikh Rukn—i~Alam (d. 1320) * Sultan ‘Ali Akbar, the great
grandson of Shams Sabzwari’, etc. While the first two represent the earlier phase
of thie Islamic architecture of Pakistan, the Mausoleum of Rukn-i—Alam is treatéd
as the manifestation of the climax of the style. Similarly, the last named is-a fine
specimen of adaptation and assimilation of the famous Rukn—i—‘Alam. The saintly
family of the Subrawardiya salsila of Multan, it may be emphasised, was very inf-
luential in the Subcontinent, both religiously as well as politically, and was indeed
affluent enough to build their magnificent tombs and mausolea.
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1 A desciple of Shiikh Baha"al-Din Zakariya and a personal friend of Shaikh Sadr al-Din “Arif who

died as a martyr during a Mongol attack on Multan. His tomb is said to have been built by some prince :
or elite of the city, It is of sterling importance for the study of the early Islamic architecture of Pakistan,
as it has been Constructed in the style of the Mausoleum of Bah#’ al-Din having tapering walls, three
stories and a hemispherical dome, all in the early stage of experimentation. Its importance is enhanced-
due to the fact that it still stands un—disturbed in its original shape. For further detail and architectural
description, see AnMAD NABI KHAN, Multan: History and Architecture (Islamabad, 1981).

> Also called, erroneously of course, Tabrezi and not be confoﬁnded with the famous saint, Shams
Tabrezi, the Pir of Jalal al-Din Rimi. Shams Sabzwari was, in fact, an important Ism@’ili 477f lived in
Multan. See ibid. R = S

¢ Cf. AHMAD NaBI KHAN, «The Mausoléum of Shaikh Rukn-i—‘Alam, Multan» in Jour. Central
Asiz (Vol. i. No. 2) 7 ff. (1979). :

3 An exact adaptation of the mausoleum of Rukn—i-‘Alam. See for further detail, AHMAD NABI
KuaN, «The Tomb of Sultan ‘Ali Akbam», in JRSP. vol. XIV, No. 1 (January, 1977).

T . - Lﬁ
! Cf. a Persian couplet: ()VJ"/, L‘ﬂ 2,
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Funerary Architecture of Multan:
The Tombs of

Shelkh Baha’uddin Zakanya and

“Sheikh Ruknuddin Rukn -1- Alam

e s gy

Shahxd Ahmad Ra]put*

Introduction

Multan and the surrounding area including Uchch has a galaxy
of Muslim tombs dateable to the early medieval period which are
remarkable for their architectural forms and decoration as well
as their beauty. Being the earliest surviving examples of their
type in the subcontinent they appear as the prototypes for many
subsequent development in the tomb architecture of the area.
Moreover, their extensive use of tile revetement, which must have
been produced locally although this has yet to be proven for the
early periods, indicates a source for the architctural use of glazed
tiles elsewhere in the subcontinent which until now has been
attributed to Persian artistic influences and production.

The very existence of these tombs, together with some other
examples of different form which recently have been identified
as being of even earlier date, testifies to the tradition of funerary
-architecture in the Islamic culture of Sindh. While this tradition
was undoubtedly given an additional impetus under the Ghaz-
navids in the late tenth century through contact with Central Asia,
hitherto regarded as the origin of funerary architecture, there is

- *Deptt. of Art & Archaeology, School of Oriental & African Studies, University of London.
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memory.l left the lodging house of separation and dxsnppomtment
for the home of nearness and fulfilment.

And in the year 657 H. elephants and great treasnre and
jewels and cloths without number, arrived from Lakbnauti as
presents, and in Ragab of this year Malik ‘Izzu-d-Din Kashld
Kban Balban earning relief from the turmoil of this transitory
world, hastened to the ext world, and in this year Ghaugu-l-
‘Alam Hazrat Shaikh Bahau-d-Din Zakariyai® the Multani, may
Qod sanctify him, raised the tent of % close union with God Al-
mighty, and a celebrated poet wrote this couplet to record the date :

By the arrow of the love of God one was wounded (zakhmi)
the other perished (khdn).%

Multan in the reign of Shikabu-d-Din Ghiri. He was one of the numerous
disoiples of Bahiu-d-Din Zakariya, and died two years later than his master,
according to Firighta (see also Ain-i- Akbari [Jarrett] I1I, p. 363).

His tomb is mentioned in the 4in-i-Akbari (1. 325)as being at Ajidhan (Pak
Patan or Patan-i- Panjib).

There is; as will be seen, gonsiderable discrepancy in the dates, Badioni gives
636 H. as the date of Faridn-d-Din Ganj-i-shakar’s death and 657 H. as that
of the death of Bahiiu-d-Din Zakariyd, while according to Firishta the latter
shoald be 666 H. and the former 668 H. The din-i- dkbari gives 868 H, as the
date of the death of Faridu-d-din Ganj-i-shakar and 665 H. as the date of

 the death of Bahau-d-din Zakeriya.

L M8 (A) 85,53 ol 5 303 allj Jany,  The printed text is wrong here.

3 Shmkh Bahan-d-Din Zakariya was e famous Mubammadan saint of
Multin. He was the grandson of Kamilu-3-Din ‘Ali Shih Qureishi who
left Mecca for Khwirazm and thence came to Mulian, the Qubbatn-1- -Telém,
and resided there, and became acknowledged by the people .as their teacher
and guide. Shaikh Bahau-d-Din was the son of Shaikh Wajihu-d-Din by
the daughter of Husdm-d-Din Tarmadi and was born in the fort of Kot
Karor in 587 H. He died at Delhi about the year 666 H.; while engaged in -

- devotion in his chamber an angel bearing a sealed missive having appeared to

his son Sadru-d-Din ‘Arif with a command to give the missive to Bahaun-d-Din.
He did so and retired, but returned on hearing voices in the room saying
Davey a3 Sanmgd, “ The friend has joined the friend” when he found
hig father lying dead. :

This account is abridged from Firishta. The account of the saint given
by Beale diffars from-this but the source of the information given there is
not stated. See also din-i-Akbar? (Jarrett) IT1. 362 and note.

The tomb of Bahaa.d.-Din Zakariya is in Multén.

8 M8. (&) JUeht 53 08 spa yo.
4 The word q.gj gives the date 657 H. the word Wy gives the date
56 H. Bee page 133, note 1, '
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BAHA’ AL-DIN ABU MUHAMMAD ZARKARIYYA® MULTANI

and then in 1935, with a commentary by
‘Abd al-Salam Muhammad Hariin.

2. Sharh shawahid Sharh al-tuhfa al-
wardiyya, ed. Nazif Mahram Khvajah (Istan-
bul, 1978). This is a commentary on the
probative quotations found in the treatise
of Zayn al-Din b. al-Wardi (d. 749/1349) on
inflexion, al-Tuhfa al-wardiyya fi mushkilat
al-irab. :

3. Sharh shawdhid Mughni al-labib (a
commentary on the probative quotations
found in Ibn Hisham's famous grammati-
cal manual), edited by * Abd al-‘Aziz Rabah
et al. (Damascus, 1973~1978), 6 volumes.

4. Fihrist tardjim al-‘ulama@ wa al-shu‘ar@
alladhin waradat asma’uhum fi Sharh Banat
Sw’ad (an index to the scholars whose names
appear in Ibn Hisham’s Sharh Banat Sw’ad),
edited by Nazif Muharram Kh¥ajah (Nazif
M. Hoca) (Beirut, 1985).

5. Lughat-i
used different sources for the compila-
tion of this dictionary. One of them was
‘Alawi TasT's Mujam-i Shahnamah, passages
from which are included in al-Baghdadi's
work. The dictionary is written in Turkish.
Al-Baghdadi first gives the Turkish equiva-
lent of each word and then provides the rel-
evant quotations from the Shahnamah. In
the introduction, he states that, while com-
piling the dictionary, he first established the
correct spelling of all’ personal and place
names and then, with the aid of Persian dic-
tionaries, explains the meaning of every dif-
ficult word. A much abridged edition of this
dictionary was published in St. Petersburg
in 1895 by Carl Salemann. The introduc-
tion and selected passages of the dictionary
(from Salemann'’s edition) were translated
into Persian by Husayn Khadiw Jam and
were published in Tehran in 1353 Sh./1974
as a supplement to ‘Alawi Tass Mujam-i
Shahnamah.

Some of al-Baghdadi's works, held in
manuscript form in various libraries, have
not yet been published (see ‘Abd al-Badi',
2/14; 88; Khadiwiyya, 4/166; Brockelmann,
1I/370, SH/397)-

Shahnamah. Al-Baghdadi

.
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MaryaMm SHAMS
Tr. Janis EsoTs

Baha’ al-Din Abﬁ Muhammad Zakariyya’
Multani, was a 6th—7th/12th-13th century Sufi
master and propagator of the Suhrawardiyya

Encyclopaedia Islamica, vol. IV, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2013. iSAM DN. 242529
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THE ADVENT ‘OF 1SLAM 2128

through difficult times, but when Ziauddin Imadulmulk ¢onstructed a
beautiful khanqah for him where he spent the rest of hislife in
revitalizing Islam and helping the people at large, be secured a foot-

“hold to embark_upon his mission. He was b;.- far the most mﬂuenma.l

sufi of his time.,He devoted ]115 entire energy and um: m punfﬂpg
the lives of the Muslims. Although some of the rultrs_. of Delhi for
one reason or ‘the other developed a .dislike for him it is evident
from the records that they had to give fipally. Generally the rulﬂrs of
the land respected him, but no one had been able to mduce him to
come to his court. H., had no other concern in life but Islam am‘l
the wc]Ihmng of thc Mushms Amir Khusru, the great Persian P'n:t
Aair Hasan Sanjari, Sheikh Burhanuddm “*Gharib”, Sheikh Husam-
uddin Multani, Sheikh Kamaluddin, Sheikh Yaqub Patni, Sheikh
Sharfuddin Yahya, Sheikh Sirajuddin ““Osman” and Sheikh Charagh-
i-Delhi . were his close and devoted disciples. Hasan Sanjari compiled
his sayings— Mulfuzar—under the title of Fawaidul-Fawad.24

Msakhdoom Nasiruddin Mahmood Charagh-i-Delhi succeded
Sultan-ul-Mashaikh to carry on the mission. He worked hard under
difficult circumstancés and w:Ilmgl;.r bore the atrocities of Sult:
Muhammad Tughlaq. He is particularly known for his propagation
of learning. He died in 1356 A.D. and was buried in the maum‘lcum _

constructed b‘:,r Feroz Tuuhlaq durm g his llfetlme N
Bahauddin Zaknjfa 3 Durmg the pre- Mughal period Multan

was & great centre of learning. The grand parents of Sheikh Zakriya

migrated to India and settled down near Multan. It was here that in
1182 A.D. Sheikh Zakiiya was born. He received his education in
Multan, Khurasao, Bukhara, Madina aod Baghdad. In Madina he
studied with Sheikh Kamal Yamani and in Baghdad became a disciple
of Sheikh Shahabuddin Subarvardi who asked him to go back to
Maultan to serve the people.26

In Multan he worked hard and soon achieved a great name in
piety and righteousness. It was due to his efforts that the non-Muslims
residing in these regions embraced Islam. He also took keen interest

- —

24, Ibid. | 25. Tkram, op. cif., pp.158-86,
2&! Ibfd-, PPI Hi'ml-
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SHAYKH BAHA AL-DIN ZAKARIYYA OF MULTAN

by
Dr. MUHAMMAD SaLIM

Sometimes in the twelfth century A.C. the Muslim mystics
began to organize themselves into Silsilahs and adopted measures
for the propagation of their Silsilahs by sending Khalifahs
to different countries. Shaykh Mu‘in al-Din Chishti was the first
to be sent by his pir, Shaykh ‘Uthman Harani to Ajmer (India)
as the representative of his Silsilah (Chishtiyah). A few years
later, Shaykh Shihib al-Din Suhrwardi sent Shaykh Bahi al-Din
Zakariyya to Multan as his Khalifah to work for the Suhrwardi
Silsilah. ’

Shaykh Bahia al-Din Zakariyya was a descendant of Habbar

b. Aswad who belonged to Banii Asad, a branch of the Quraysh
tribe of Makkah!. His ancestor, Muhammad b. Qdsim Qurayshi,
says Ibn Batatah, had come to Sind along with the army sent by
Hajjaj b. Yasuf and after its conquest had settled here.2 Shaykh
Jamali and Ferishtah on the other hand, report that his grand-
father, Kamal al-Din ‘Ali Shah Qurayshi had first emigrated
from Makkah to Khwarazm and thence to Multan3. ‘Allamah
Sulayman Nadvi is of the opinion that his ancester had come ‘to _
Sind in the first century A.H. and later on had emigrated to

1 Shaykh ‘Ayn al-Din Bijaypuri, Tadhkirat-ul-Awliya-i-Hind, quoted
by Ferightah, Vol. 11, Bombay edition p. 659; Pirzada Muhammad Husain,
Urdu Translation of Safqr nama-i-lbn Batifah, Vol. I1, Book Land, Karachi,
Footnote pp. 7-8; ‘Allamah Sulaymin Nadvi ‘drab-o-Hind-ke-Ta'allugar,
Hindustan Academy, Allzhabad, 1930, pp. 355-56; Shaykh ‘Abd al-Hagq
Muhaddith of Delhi, Akhbar al-Akhyar, Mujtaba’i Press, Delhi, p. 26.

2 Travels of Ibn Batatah Dar Sadir, Beirut, 1964, p. 397,

3 Shaykh Jamali, Sivar al-‘driftn, Rizvi Press, Delhi, p. 103 ; Ferishta,
p. 659,
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to her by her husband for the Haj pilgrimage but
she declined to go there and spent the whole
amount on the construction of the said school
building. Originally she belonged to Delhi but
migrated to Pakistan with her husband.
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Zakaria, Dr. Rafiq Balumiya
(1920 —)

Dr. Rafiq Balumiya Zakaria is an
eminent politician of India.

He was born at Sopara, district Thana,
Maharashtra on 5 April 1920. He was educated
in Anglo-Urdu High School, Poona; Ismail Yousf
College (M.A. Ist Class, 1943); Government Law
College, Bombay; London University (Ph.D.);
Lincoln’s Inn (Bar-at-Law). He got marriage to
Fatima, has three sons and one daughter,

He was President of London Majlis, 1945-
47 and of Federation of Indian Students’ Societies
in Great Britain and Europe, 1947. He attended
the inaugural session of the International Union
of Students of Prague, 1946.

He was worked on the News Chronicle and
the Observer, London: ran a column ‘Asian
Notebook’ in Times of India. He was Special
Prosecutor and Government Counsel at Bombay
High Court. General Secretary Bombay Youth
Congress; member of Central Youth Committee.

He was nominated member of Maharashtra
Legislative Council, June 1960; Congress Chief
Whip on Ist July 1960; Congress member of

OGRAPHY:
ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF MUSLIM BI
PAKISTAN, BANGLADESH, Edited. NAGENDRA KR. SINGH, | _“¢_ | | 1.,
VOL. V, NEW DELHI 2001, pp. :2c6327IRCICA KTP. 40512,

INDIA, .

Encyclopaedia of Muslim Biography .

Maharashtra Legislative Assembly, 1962
(Aurangabad) and re-elected 1967 (Aurangabad
West) and 1972 (same constituency); member of
Executive Committee M.P.C.C. and All India
Congress Committee. Deputy Minister for
Buildings and Communications, Maharashtra
Government, 1962-64; Cabinet minister for Urban
Development, 1964-67; for Public Health and
Wagqfs in March 1972. He resigned from the

Ministry, April 1977, saying that he would work -

for the organisation; elected member of Rajya

Sabha April 1978. Represented India at UN, 1965, ..

He was founder of the Indonesia-Arab
Society; Chairman Maulana Azad Education
Trust, and India Unity Centre; founder President
Maulana Azad College of Arts, Science and
Commerce, Aurangabad and Marathwada College
of Education, Aurangabad.

His important Publications are: 4 Study bf
Nehru, 1959, Raiza: Queen of India, 1966; Rise
of Muslim in India Politics, 1970 2nd ed. 1971.
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>Zakariyya, Shaikh Baha’u’d-Din

(1182 — 1262)

Shaikh Baha’u’d-Din Zakariyya was an
eminent Sufi saint-poet and scholar of
Sindh.

The ancestors of Shaikh Baha’u’d-Din
Zakariyya seem to have come to Sind with the
army of Muhammad bin Qasim. Baha’u’d-Din
was born at Kot Karor, near Multan, about 578/
1182-83. His father died when he was twelve
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Zakariyya, Shaikh Baha'u’d-Din (1182 — 1262)

years old. He memorized the Qur’dn and then
went to Khurasan for further studies. He remained
there for seven years, and left for Bukhara, where
his piety earned him the title ‘Angel’.

After performing a hajj to Mecca, he went
to Medina where for five years he studied Hadis
under Maulana Kamalu’d-Din Muhammad, the
greatest scholar of that discipline in his days.
From there he went to Jerusalem and later to
Baghdad, where Shaikh Shijabu’d-Din Suhrawardi
initiated him into his order and made him
his khalifa.

The training period of Shaikh Baha’u’d-Din
lasted for only seventeen days. The Shaikh’s other
disciples, many of whom had spent years serving
him, were annoyed at an Indian being elevated
to a high status in such a short time. After Shaikh
Shihabu’d-Din learnt of their dissatisfaction he
told them that when they had first come to him
they had been like green wood which would not
catch fire, whereas Shaikh Baha’u’d-Din had been
like dry wood. Which had begun to burn with a
single breath.

Leaving Baghdad, Shaikh Baha’u’d-Din
reached Multan, via Nishapur. His arrival was a
source of consternation to the town’s holymen
and religious dignitaries and they requested him
to settle elsewhere. They expressed their wish
through a symbolic act. Shaikh Baha’u’d-Din was
sent a cup full of milk, pointing out that the town
was as full of scholars as the cup of milk and
had no room for others. The Shaikh understood
the significance of their action and placing a rose
on the milk, returned the cup. Such a gesture
implied that he would occupy the same place
among the scholars and holymen of Multan as
the rose in the milk.

The ‘ulama’ also did not appreciate the
presence of Shaikh Baha’w’d-Din and soon a
conflict arose between him and Maulana Qutbu’d-
Din Kashani. Nasiru’d-Din Qubacha, the ruler of
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Multan, held the Maulana in great respect and
built a madarasa where he lectured and performed
his daily prayers. The Maulana had no faith in
sufis, and believed that when a student at
Kashghar, he had seen the most outstanding sufi
of all.

The sufi was an ironsmith who made knives.
Although, he miraculously mended a broken knife
of the Maulana, what seems to have impressed
him most was the fact that the sufi was usefully
employed. As no other mystic was like the
ironsmith, the Maulana advocated that it was
unnecessary to believe in the sufi movement itself.

Under such circumstances, a conflict
between these two leading personalities became
inevitabie. The Maulana tried to dissuade Shaikh
Baha’u’d-Din Zakariyya from going to the
madrasa for moming prayers on the pretext that
it was too far for him to travel from his khanqgah.

The clash finally came over a legal point
relating to namaz (obligatory prayers). The Shaikh
defended his action on the basis of his inner light
(nur-i batin). The Maulana rejected the Shaikh’s
defence arguing that an inmer light which was
incompatible with Shari‘a was in fact darkness.
Their differences were insurmountable and the
Shaikh left the debate, vowing never to return to
the madrasa.

Shaikh Baha’u’d-Din reputation as a scholar,
and the distinctive place he acquired among the
disciples of Shaikh Shihabu’d-Din Suhrawardi,
soon made him an important figure in Multan, It
appears that merchants from Iraq/and Khurasan
were attracted to _him ‘in large numbers. The
Shaikh erected an extensive khangah containing
granaries.

However, it was not a meeting place for the
common people; only eminent religious people
and perhaps state dignitaries and wealthy
merchants were admitted. The Shaikh discussed
with them topical theological and spiritual
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Zahiruddin, Makhdum Saiyid
Shah

Sayid Zahiruddin flourished in the six-
teenth century. He married the daughter of one
of the royal families of Gaur, and settled at
Makhdum Nagar.

He stuck to his mission and worked for
the spread of mystic discipline. To him is at-
tributed the knowledge of cures of all sorts of
diseases. People visit his grave to seek relief
from ailments.
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District Gazetteer of Birbhum, Calcutta, 1910, p. 121.

Zahirud-Din Birbhum, Makhdum
Shah (16th Century)

He was a renowned Shaikh of his time con-
nected with a certain Sultan of Gaur by mar-
riage. By his exceptional power of miracle he
converted the entire village into Islam. Hence
that village is called Makhdum Nagar.

As, he is said to be connected by matri-

“»

mony with the Sultan of Gaur, and as the Sultan
of Gaur sat on the throne in the 16th century,
so it is presumed that he might have flourished
in Birbhum during the 16th century.

The saint had, it is held, the power of cur-
ing all sorts of diseases. Hence, people came
frequently to his tomb to seek relief from the
ailments..

Zakariyya, Shaikh Baha’u’d-Din
(1182A.D. — 1262A.D.)

The ancestors of Shaikh Baha’u’d-Din
Zakariyya seem to have come to Sind with the
army of Muhammad bin Qasim. Baha’u’d-Din

was born at Kot Karor, near Multan, about 578/

1182-83. His father died when he was twelve
years old. He memorized the Qur’an and then
went to Khurasan for further studies. He re-
mained there for seven years, and left for
Bukhara, where his piety earned him the title
‘Angel’.

After performing a hajj to Mecca, he went
to Medina where for five years he studied Hadis
under Maulana Kamalu’d-Din Muhammad, the
greatest scholar of that discipline in his days.
From there he went to Jerusalem and later to
Baghdad, where Shaikh Shijabu’d-Din
Suhrawardi. initiated him into his order and
made him his khalifa.

The training period of Shaikh Baha’u’d-
Din lasted for only seventeen days. The Shaikh’s -
other disciples, many of whom had spent years
serving him, were annoyed at an Indian being
elevated to a high status in such a short time.
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