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172. Sous cette entrée, nous regmupons trols ouvrages f)our lesquels nous
n’avons fait que des recherches limitées: 1. M. KHARID [M. b. “A. b. Alawi
(Kharid) b. M. b, “Ar. b. M. b. al-Shaykh ‘Al (B3 ‘Alaw) b."Alawi b. al-
Ustidh al-A"zam M. b. “A. b. “Alaw1 (la notice d’introd. ajoute: ainsi de suite,
R jusqud la fin de la géméalogie connue) al-HusaynT al-Tarimi], a/-Wesi'il al-
K\lgv\) \\r'zm\@,\d«‘ ;\Q%l'HQ shafi'a fi l-adbkdir al-nafia wa l-awrdd al-fami‘a wa [-thimar al-yini'a wa l-hujub al-
bariza al-mani‘'a ‘an al-nabi fT l-adbkdr wa l-ad'iya li-l-ashdb al-wigi'a, 535 p. — 2,
‘AL b. “Alawi b. M. al-Haddad al-*AlawT al-HusaynT al-Hadarf al-Tarimi,. K.
al-Durr al-mangiim li-dbawi I-"ugil wa I-fubiim, 345 p. - 3. M. b, "A. b, “Alawi
Kharid Bi “Alawi al-HusaynT al-Tarim1, a/-Ghurar: Ghurar al-baba' al-daw? wa
durar al-jamil al-badi® al-bab? fT dbikr al-a’imma al-amjid, 607+ 14 p. Pour les
trois: Le Caire, droits réservés aux descendants de l auteur, Matabi® al-Misri I-
hadith, 1985; 17x24 cm.

Nous avons, pour chacun des ouvrages, reproduit les noms des auteurs tels
qu’ils figurent sur la p. de titre. 1. et’3. nous semblent étre du méme auteur
qui a une notice en Kahh, XI, 29, 5. n.: M. Kharid: M. b. “A. b. “Alawi b. M.
Ba “Alawl Jamal al-Din, m. 260/1555, avec réf.; of. O. Lofgren, «Ba “Alawi»,
EI 1, 852, n° 10, o ces ouvrages sont mentionnés. Cétait un fugih du
Hadramawt, né a Tarim. On sait que Tarim était Pune des villes les plus
importantes du Hadramawt (0. EI', IV, 707-08; A Handbook of Arabia, |,
Londres, Admiralty War Staff, Intelligence Division — 1. D. 1128, pour notre
exemplaire —, 1916, 235-36). 1l vécut aussi a Shihr (v. Mujam al-buldin, 111,
27-28), 2 Aden et 4 Zabid, fit le pélerinage et mourut 2 Terim. Selon I'introd.
de 3., il eut comme maitres: les Shaykhs “A. b. a. Bakr, “Ar. b. “A., a. Bakr al-
*Aydarusi al-"Adani (il s’agit probablement de a. Bakr b. "Al. B3 “Alawf al-
Tarimi al-"AdanT al-Shadhili, m. 914/1508, #. Kahh, IV, 65), M. b. "Ar., al-
Hus. b. Al b. a. Bakr al-‘AydarfisT, Yahyd al-"Amiri (probablement al-
Haradi, m. 893/1488, ». Kahh, XIII, 187), Ibn Hajar al-HaythamT al-Makki,
bien connu.

2. est la reproduction d’un ms. Dans sa présentation de ce Diwan , “Aq. al-
Jilani b. Salim al-Kharid déclare que nombreux sont ceux qui ont écrit sur
«al-Imam al-Haddad», mais qu’aucun n’est parvenu 4 embrasser toute sa

science «et les mysteres de sa personnalité»! Pourtant cette page au style

{

ampoulé, mais peu fas7h, ne nous est d’aucun secours. Il s’agit de “Al. al-

Haddad al-Tarimi, m. 1132/1720, ». Kahh, VI, 85; Ga/ S I, 388, qui signale ]
que l'ouvrage a éré imprimé au Caire en1302/1884, ou mieux Sarkis, 189: [
Caire, Matba‘at “Abd al-Razziq, 1302, 172 p.; Bombay, 1302, 217 p., avec un
introd.; Sarkis signale, de plus, que PA. était shah xte !

3. (signalé par l\ahh), est un ouvrage dans lequel on trouve surtout des
notices biographiques sur les savants des Band Jadid, Basri (il y a une localité
du Hadramawt qui s’appelle Basra, y a-t-il un rapport entre les deux v. e
Handbook of Arabia, 11, 295), "Alawi, etc. Tarim est la localité de: «al-sida al-
ashraf Al B ‘Alawi al-Husavaiyyin».

549-4 935

Claude GILLIOT, "Textes Arabes Anciens E‘dités en Egypta au
Cours Anndes 1990 a 1992'_MIDEO (Mela stitu inica

d'Etudes Orlentales du Caire),Vo0l.21, 1993 Louvam. PP- 385 562
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Christensen, A., L'Iran sous les Sassanides, Copenhagen, 1944;
Marquart, J., Ercznsa}zr Berlin, 1901; Noldeke, Th., «Die Namen der
drammschenI\atlon und Spraches, ZDMG, 1871, vol. XXV,
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Matarif {Urdt monthly}, A‘zamgarh, viif5-6 {1921):
Garcin de Tassy, Histoire de la litteratnre®, Hindouie
et Hindoustanie, Paris 1870, i, 272; K. Ahmad
Faraki, Keldasiki ddab {in Urda), Delhi 1956, 5.v.
Azurda, (A. S. BAZMEE ANSARI)
‘AZZA [see HUTHAYYIR]

v AZZA AL-MAYLA® “‘Azza with the graceful
walk”, celebrated singer and lute player of Medina,
mawlat of the Ansar, died probably before the end
of the 1st/7th century, after a long career. A pupil
of Sa%b Khatir and Nashit, singers of Persian origin,
then of Ré’ika and Djamila [g.v.], she in her tumn
numbered armong her puplls such famous singers as
Ibn Muhriz and Ibn Svraydi [¢.v.], but, unlike
Diamila, she did not form an actual school. She

«

B

BA (cf. B0), genealogical term/ used in
S. Arabia, especially among the sa;ﬂyids and
mashi*kk of Hadramawt; to form individual and
(secondarily) collective B[proper names; eg., Ba
‘Abbad, Ba ‘Alawi, Ba Fadl, B4 Fakih, B3 Hasan,
Bi Hassin, Ba Hurqu Ba Wazir !(see special
articies and the lists o*jN allino (in Gabrieli, Nome
proprio, 88) and van den Berg (Ha,dhmmout 51-61)).
Ibn al-Mudjawir (my ed 254) gives cﬂetauls on this
Hadrami nomenclature, Iwhich seemed ! 50 strange to
the custom-house ofﬁcer% at Aden that they refused
to register these nameds. While he é.nd al-Shardji
(Tabakat al-Khawdss, passim) use the archaising
form ‘abd, other authqrs. have Abufﬁ/a or simply
omit B&. Hence the same person Ls cited as Ba
Hassan, Aba Hassin, Abu Hassan and Hassan (for
Tbn Hassan, see belowﬁ ]

The geauine BA thus would be':identical with
indeclinable Abi “father” forrmng individual
(pseudo) kunyas, with fhe actual f\mctlon of a nisba
in -1, or of dh# in weséern Yamamte tradition. This
is the view of Ibn al-Mudjawir, al- §gdli (Maghkra®, i,
28) al-Sakkaf {Ta’i _F.z al-Shutard? al -Hadramiyyin,

53 n.) and Fliigel (ZDMG ix, 227). In order to

denote the tribe or family %l or ’uw;ad is prefixed to
Bi, e.g., Al Ba “‘Alawi, Awlad Ba Kushayr; this may
have caused the equatlon B3 = @énu found in al-
Muhibbi (Khuldsa, i, 744) and approved of by Wiisten-
feld (Geschwhtsschrmbef 256; Cufiten, 4 n. I}

From this primary Bi-formation must be distin-
guished another with Bal- (sometimes Bil-) < bin al-,
e.£., Bal-Fakih (not identical with the Ba Fakib
cited above} = Ibn a1+Fak1h (al-Sakkaf, op. cit. ii,
54 n. 2), Bal-Hadjdi (surname of members of the Ba
Fadl) = Ibn al-Hadjdj. The use of Bin, along with
the nisba in -i, as a #omen wunitatis of Ba-names,
attested by van den Bérg (loc. cit.), as also that of
Ibn Hassan for BiJAbd Hassan (cf. MO, xxv, 131
and BSOAS, xiii, 291/299), may reflect different
local habits or even some uncertainty on the part of
nat.xve -authorities. .

Btblsogmphy van den Berg, Le Hadhramout
ct ses colonies Arabes, Batavia 1886; G. Gabrieli,
Il nome preprio arabo-musulmano, Rome 1915;
al-Muhibbi, Khuldsat al-Athar, 1-4; al-3hilli, al-
Mashra® al-Rawi, 1-2; R. B. Serjeant, The Saiyids
of Hadramawt, London 1957. (O. L6FGREN)

& { 2w / ’

HN of z;;- [

i differed from the latter. toc &s regards her practies.
of giviag reciiais in aristocratic households, but gk
5 also used ia receive in her own home poets (‘Umau -
| Abi Rabi®a, Hassin b, Lhabit whom she used g

‘; move to tears) and important personalities (Musfa;b.
b. al-Zubayr, $a%d b. al-“As, and others). Greatly
beloved for her art and, it is said, for her excellent
morals, ‘Azza was a popular figure in 1stf7th century:
Medma -
: Bibliography: Aghdni, index (particularly
xvi, x33 ff.}; Tbn Khallikdn, no. 557; Caussin de
Perceval, Neotices amecdotiques . ..., Paris 1874
(= J4, 1873}, 35; “Amrdsi, al-Dijawdri al-Mughan-
niydt, Caire n.d., 74-85. {CH. PELLAT)

(3

% BA ‘ABBAD, a iarqlly of Hadraxm masha’kk and
scholars, associated wath thé shrine of the prophet
Hid. Among its members fwere (1) ‘Abd Allah b,
Muhammad b. ‘Abf al-Rahman B3 ‘Abbad al-
Hadrami (d. 687/1288) a ; {2) Muhammad b, “‘Umar
b. Muhammad b. "Abd al-Rahman {d. 721/1321)
both of them burxeﬁ in Shibam (al-Shardiji, Tabakdt
70, 139). For two; mandkib-works on this family,
see Serjeant, The Saiyids of Hadramawt, 6, 11 f.
(O. LOFGRER)

¥ BA ‘ALAWI (more precisely : Al Bi ‘Alawi, cf.
”““'“‘””""m “according to al-Shilll [Mashra®, i, 31] ‘alaw?
is “a well-known bird"’; nisba: al- ‘Alawx [also al-
Ba‘lawij, not to be confounded with the usual
nisba belonging to “All), a large and influential
clan of S. Arabian sayyids and Safis, for the most
part living in Hadramawt, in or near the town of
Tarim {g.».], and buried in the Zanbal cemetery
there. The noble descent of the Bi ‘Alawl sayyids
is said to have been checked in the sixth century by
the traditiomist <Al b. Muhammad b. Ahmad b.
Dijadid (d. 620f1223; Ta’rikh thaghr ‘Adan, ii, 157;
Mashra®, ii, 233) by means of trustworthy witnesses. -
Special works on S. Arabian sdda are: al-Diawhar
al-Shaffdf by “Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad al- .
Khatib {d. 855/1451); al-Barka al-mushika by ‘All b.
Abiti Bakr al-Sakkaf {g.v.]; Ghurar al-Baha® al-daw’
by Muhammad b. ‘Ali Kharid (below no. 1o); al-
Tiryak al-wéf by “Umar b. Muhammad b. Ahmad
Ba Shayban (below no. 9); al-Manhal al-safi by “Abd
Alldh b. ‘Abd al-Rahmian Ba Hirin. From these
sources and general biographical works Muhammad
b. Abi Bakr al-Ghilli {d. 1093/1682z) brought together
more than 280 biographies in his al-Mashra® al-Rawi
Ji Mandkib al-Sdda Al Abi ‘Alawi (Masr 1319); se6
art, al-Shilli. The valuable study of Wiistenfeld,
Die Qufiten in Siid-Arabien (1883), being based on
al-Muhibbi’s Khuldsat ai-Athar, only covers the
1rth/17th century, but gives useful genealogical
tables of different branches of the Bi ‘Alawi sayyids
(to be used with caution as to details). Much material
is to be found in the ‘Ta’rikh al-Shu‘ard® al-Hadra-
miyyin by ‘Abd Allih b. Mubammad b. Hamid al-
Sakkaf {1353/55). Here only the most prominent mem-
bers of the -main line can be listed; for the branches
‘Aydarils, Ba Fakih, Bal-Fakih, al-Djufri, al-Habshl,
al-Haddad, al-Sakkdif, al-Shilli, see separate articles.




Materials for South Arabian History
Notes on new MSS from Hadramawt
By R. B. SERJEANT
(Continued from BSOAS. X111, p. 307.)

SECTION I
Part 11

Biographical Collections {short notices)

HE basis of the list of biographical works in this part is the material in two
articles from al-Rabitat al-*Alawiya, a rare but learned journal published
by the ‘Alawi saiyids for about four years at Batavia.! This journal is unlikely
to be found in Europe, unless indeed a set exists in Holland, but it is a source
of major importance for the student of Hadrami history, as he will find material
. there not available elsewhere, T have not seen a complete set even in
Iadramawt, though individual issues are to be found in various libraries,
These lists were not cotnpiled by bibliographers, and in most cases all but.
the barest details of title and author’s name is omitted, but it is probable
that the compilers had actually seen the majority, if not all of these works.
1 have where possible, therefore, given the appropriate references, and hope
this may form a sort of preliminary guide-list by which to build up a collection
of adrami biographical works. This list is of course anything but exhaustive.

(a) Printed or Lathographed Texts
(1) Mub. b. Abi Bakr al-Shilli Ba ‘Alawi (ob. 1093/1682).
Al-Mashra’ al-Rawi f1 Mandkib al-Sadat al-Kiram Al Abi ‘Alawi. (Cairo,
1319/1901-2.)
al-Athar, 1, p. 71
The Mashra' is said to be based on the Tarikh Ba ‘Isa (see biogs. no. xviii).
For other works by this author, see biogs. nos. xii and xiii.
(1) ‘Al b. Abi Bakr al-Sakran al-Sakkaf (ob. 895/1489-90).
Al-Barkat al-Mushika. (Cairo, 1347/1928-9.)
Refs. Unknown to Brock., but a copy in my possession. ‘A source of Abil
Makhrama’s Kiladat al-Nahr.

(i) Abfi Bakr al-‘Adani al-‘Alawi (no douht the celebrated ‘Aidariis saint
of Aden, oh. 914/1509).

have been printed in India. v
Refs. Unknown to Brock., but see Tar. Sh. Had., i, p. 105.
! See the bibliography supra. In the later of the two articles the Khazanat Ta‘izz is reported

to have many MSS., and a copy of al-Djanadi’s history is reported at Ibb. Dr. Hamidullah will,
however, doubtless enlighten us on these matters in due course.
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(x) ‘Umar b. Muh. Ba Shaiban al-‘Alawi (ob. 944/1537).
Al-Tiryak al-Shaf* fi Mandkib al-Ashraf.
Refs. Brock., ii, p. 401, with a slightly different title.
(xi) Abmad b. Zain al-Habghi al-‘Alawi (ob. 1145/1732-3).
Al-Maslak al-Saui Dhail al-Mashra® al-Rawi.
Refs. Author noted in Brock., ii, p. 1001. Cf. Rihlat, p. 16. Tar. Sh. Had.,
ii, p. B8, which gives the title as Al-Maslak al-Nabawi min al-Mashra'

al-Rawi. Rabita ii, iii, no. 7. See also item no. v of this article.
(xii) Muh. b. Abi Bakr al-Shilli. (See item no. i)

Al-Sand al-Bihir Dhail al-Nar al-Safir. )

tabakat and taradjim.
(xin) Id.

Al-Djawihir wa-’l-Durar fi Akhbar AhL al-Karn al-Had7 ‘Ashar.

Refs. Brock., ii, p. 383, Sup,, ii, p. 516. Rabita, ii, iii, no. 12. al-Zahrd’
(Cairo, 1345 1), iii, p. 107, etc. I have seen & copy transcribed in 1216/
1801-2 in the Shibli Library in Ilabban, but under the same title as
in Brock., K. ‘Ikd al-Djewhar wa-"l-Durar, ete.

(xiv) Al-Saiyid ‘Abd al-Ralmén b. ‘Abdullah Bal-Fakih (ob. 1162/1749).

Raf* al-Astar ‘an Mafatih al-Asrar. ‘

Refs. Not known to Brock. Tar. Sk. Had., i, pp. 85 seq. Rihlat, p. 135.
Rabita, ii, ili, no. 13.
Taradjim and tabakdt, said to have been composed in the elfzventh
century ®., but. this seems wrong. Copies said to be found with the
Bal-Fakih Saiyids of Tarim.

(xv) ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Mustafd al-‘Aidaris. .. Wadjih al-Din (ob. 1192/

1778).

Dhail al-Maghra® (no title known to Rabita). )

ii—efs. This work unknown to Brock., but cited in Tar. Sh. Hod., ii, p. 193.
Rabita, i, iii, no. 14. Said to be tabakdt and taradjim, but Rabita does not
know the whereabouts of copies.

(xvi) 1d. )
Mirdt al-Shumas fi Manakib Al ‘Aidards.
Refs. Brock., ii, p. 362, Sup., ii, p. 479. Rabita, ii, iii, no. 15. See also
" item no. xxxiii. Tabakat and tarddjim. Copies said by Rabita to be found
with Al Barr Saiyids in Dayv‘an.
(xvif) Id.

Al-Fath al-Mubin Sharh Abyai Fakhr al-Din. .

Refs. Brock., loe. cit. Rabita, ii, viii, pp. 321-8. Tar. S}z.'Had., loc. mi;‘,
contains a full list of this author’s works. I saw a copy with the Haddad
Saiyids of Kaidin.

1 This is ovidently shortened from al-S8hifi to make & rhyming title; I have seen a title
al-Wif for al-Wifiin T'ar. Sh. Had.
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Materials for South Arabian History |
Notes on new MSS from Hadramawt

By R. B. SERJEANT
(PLATE 4)

F'IVHE MS8. herein described were purchased, copied, or recorded during a tour

in Hadramawt as Colonial Research Fellow. Besides visiting the main
Wadi lying between Kabr Hid and Hainin, I made investigations in the Wadi
Daw‘an, Huraida in ‘Amd, and in the course of a journey from Bal-Haf, on the
coast, to Habban on the western fringe of Wahidi territory. Tin‘le did not
allow of a systematic recording of all existing MSS., which can be seen in
hundreds, especially as this formed only part of my programme, but those des-
cribed here are the more interesting MSS. inspected. A similar tour seems to
.have been performed by Dr. Hamidullah in the Yemen ! shortly before my own
investigations in Hadramawt.

The many scholars, mostly saiyids, whom 1 met in Iladramawt gave
generously of their assistance, often placing MSS. freely at my disposal ; I must
mention in particular the ‘Attas family of Huraida, and Jalih b. ‘All al-Hamidi
of Saiwiin. On the other hand, I have been informed, I have no mc;a.ns of
assessing how accurately, that there are occasional individuals in the country
who possess some valuable MSS. but would rather see them moulder to pieces
than show them to strangers. I understand that some saiyids keep their books
in the women’s part of the house, as in learned saiyid society books are reckoned
fair game to the casual borrower who succeeds in abstracting them while the
owner is not looking.

For anyone wishing to discover new MSS. let it be said that Shihr may be
productive ; I had no time while passing through it to make any prolonged
search for them. Tarim has doubtless yielded only a few of its treasures to me,
while upper ‘Amd and the Wadi Hadjar I did not explore. But rare MSS. might
turn up in quite unexpected places, though only of local interest.

MSS. are the more abundant in Hadramawt because it is a land of learning
without & printing press, if we except the antique machine at Mukalld which
turns out a badly printed monthly broadsheet. The eager scholar, however,
who hopes to discover the missing volumes of the Iklil, or indeed any rare early
works of the pre-Mongol period, is likely to be sadly disappointed. The enemy
of ancient MSS. has been neglect, and the voracious white ant which follows

1 8ee Islamic Cullure (Haidarabad, 1947), xxi, iv, pp. 423 and 425. Dr. Hamidullah had, of
ooureo, the important advantage of being a Muslim and this would allow him access to mos:]uo
hbrt‘\ri?s, s privilege which in conservative Tarim, for instance, would hardly be accorded me.
Chr{atxam are here avoided by the more religious, and Jews are not allowed within the sacred
territory of Hadramawt. DrA,Hamidullah mentions & printed descriptive catalogue of the Library
;i; iﬁrxﬁo}:ﬁe ho: v?:n'a. , which haa not found its way to Europe, but which would, no doubt,
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examination of the many collections of Fat@wi which I saw, and which would
probably have given a picture of the whole structure of Hadrami economic life.
A scholar visiting the country would be well advised to concentrate on these ;
most are of course relatively modern.t
My considered opinion, based on a cursory examination of hundreds of
MSS., is that Hadrami MSS., i.e. those transcribed in the country, more than
500 years old, do not exist there to-day. For the most part even the literary
output of the first six or seven centuries of the Muslim era seems to have
vanished. An exception to these statements must be made in the case of the
parchment leaves of the Kufic Koran discovered near al-Hawra in 1947, and
since purchased by the School. These leaves were preserved in the ruins of an
old castle which I have visited, and are evidence at least that parchment
fragments might be found on excavation. Legal documents in the hands of
private individuals are, however, numerous, and some of these might well go
back 500 years, but for the most part MSS. over 200-300 years old are rare, and
the majority belong to the last century. A significant proportion of MSS,
examinod were Indian, Persinn, or Hijazi in origin, and the oldest MS. des-
cribed here is Yemenite. Many MS3S, are anid to have been taken to Indonesia,
and one should look there for rare works perhaps not found in their country
of origin.?

Sources for Hadrami History

The prime object of my examination of MSS. was to discover historical
sources, one of the most important considerations for the study of Hadramawt.
Tt was as recently as 1933 that M. A. Kammerer was able to say that ®“ l'on ne
connalt jusqu’d présent aucun chroniqueur arabe proprement dib
hadramytain ”. Before the discovery of the MSS. described below it was there-
fore necessary to look to the meagre notices on Hadramawt to be found in more
general works. All the sources quoted here are, of course, at the best late
medieval, and for the period before these authorities one must perforce rely on
material from standard Arabic works. This is at once evident from the little
index to the Badd'i al-Tabit, an historical poem by Saiyid ‘Abd al-Rahmaén
b. “Ubaidullah al-Sakkaf.4 Saiyid activity has concentrated on preserving the
genealogies of their ancestors, an activity doubtless inspired by the attack on
the validity of their claim to be descendants of the prophet, made not long

1 As a preliminary it would be best to lis the works on fikh quoted in Tar. Sh, Had., the
majority of which would probably be found in Hadramawt. .

* Bindings are mostly Pérso-Indian in style ahd present no features of intérest. In academio
Tarim I visited the local bookbinder, a saiyid, hoping to find with him & local tradition in book-
binding, but he had learned his oraft, which he plied indifferently we]l, in India, such tools as he
used being of crude local manufacture, differing little from those used in Burope. Scholars write '
their compositiona ini quires which are then sent to be bound. Illustrated MSS. are not, and indeed
oould not be, found in & country so orthodox.

1 “Te Plus Ancien Voyage d'un occidental en Hadramaout (1690) ', Bull. de la Qociété Royale

de Géographie & Egypte (Cairo, 1933), xvill, ii, p. 161. . o .o
"4 Printed in Aden without title or date, but after 1941 and before 1947, at the Fatat Press.

-y



‘ALAWI, MUHAMMAD B. ‘ALT

impervious to oppositional political discourses
originating in Morocco’s cities. Economic ad-
vancement has become very important to Mo-
roccans and the unequal distribution of wealth
has triggered sporadic unrest and demands for
greater demacratisation. Two attempted coups
from within the army shocked Hasan II but,
after a period of suppression, he began to relax
his grasp on power, apparently on the grounds
that to relinquish a lkittle power voluntarily is
better than to lose it all. This process has been
continued by his son Muhammad VL
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‘Alawi, Muhammad b. ‘Al

‘Alawi, Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad
(574-653/1178-1255, sometimes referred to as
Muhammad Ba ‘Alawi), is also known as “the

Great Master” (al-Ustadh al-A‘zam) or “the -

Foremost Scholar” (al-Faqih al-Mugaddam),
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the latter being the honorific by which he is
known in his native land even today. He came
from the family of the Ba ‘Alawi sayyids of
Hadramawt and is widely regarded by them
and their followers as the founding father of
the ‘Alawiyya Stff brotherhood of South Ara-
bia and South/Southeast Asia. Named for his
grandfather Muhammad b. ‘Ali $atub Mirbat,
whom Hadrami sayyids credit with spreading
Islamic learning in general and the Shafi'T madh-
hab in particular among the population of Zufar,
he was born in the city of Tarim, in the eastern
part of Wadi Hadramawt. Apparently he spent
his whole life there, first studying, then teaching,
raising his family, and training disciples. He
started his career as a student of traditional
Islamic sciences under the guidance of the fore-
most scholars of his native city: the imam Salim
b. (Ba) Fadl (d. 581/1185); the shaykh ‘Abdaliah
b. Abt ‘Ubayd (d. 613/1216); the chief gadi of
TarTm, Ahmad B3 ‘Isa (d. 628/1230); and the
foremost local exponent of Islamic theology, ‘Al
Ba Marwan (d. 624/1227). The latter predicted
that he would attain the fame of a second Ibn
Forak. This was not to be.

Already in his youth, al-Faqth al-Muqaddam
had become irresistibly attracted to the contemn-
plative life of a Sufi. His conversion to $fism
is sometimes attributed to the influence of his
uncles and cousins. He may also have been
influenced by an encounter with the charismatic
Stfi master Sufyan al-Yamani of Lahj, who,
during his visit to Tarim, so impressed the town’s
inhabitants that they attributed to his powers the
rainfall that fell there after a protracted drought.
Al-Faqih al-Muqaddam’s predilection for Stifism
was followed by his formal induction into the
tariga madaniyya, which was derived from the
semi-legendary North African walf Abt Madyan
Shu‘ayb. According to a popular legend, Abt
Madyan himself dispatched a disciple of his
to instruct Hadrami scholars and al-Fagih
al-Mugaddam in particular in his spiritual
teaching and ascetic discipline. The emissary,
however, died on the way, after entrusting his
own disciple, one ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Mugq‘ad
(al-Miq‘ad), with completing the task. The latter
proceeded to Hadramawt, where he inducted
several individuals into the fariga, most notably
al-Faqih al-Mugaddam of Tarim and Shaykh
Sa‘id b. TIsa al-*Amiidi of Qaydian. Although the
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Ba ‘Alawi

The Ba ‘Alawi are a kinship group
that traces its genealogy back to the
prophet Muhammad, through his grand-
son al-Husayn (4-61/626-80). The Ba
‘AlawT has been based in Hadramawt, in
southern Arabia, since the first half of the
fourth/tenth century, then later spread to
other regions, mainly the Islamic lands
around the Indian Ocean.

There are no authentic sources on the
early history of the Ba ‘Alawi. The Ba
‘Alawi themselves assert that their ances-
tor in Hadramawt was Ahmad b. Tsa (d.
345/956), called al-Muhajir (the Emi-
grant). He is said to have migrated in
317/929 from Basra (Iraq) to the eastern
part of the Wadi Hadramawt.

There, Ahmad’s progeny split into three
branches. While two of them became
extinct within two centuries, the branch
named “Ba ‘Alawi,” after Ahmad b. ‘Is3’s
grandson ‘Alawi b. ‘Ubaydallah/‘Abdallah
(d."about the beginning of fifth/eleventh
century), flourished. By about the middle
of the sixth/twelfth century the Ba ‘Alawi
settled the town of Tarim, in eastern Wadi
Hadramawt, which became the clan’s
principal centre.

!

Thereafter, members of the Ba ‘Alawt
gained increasing influence as a socio-
religious elite by combining landowner-
ship and trade with the religious authority
accruing to them as descendants of the
Prophet (s@da, sing. sayyid), scholars of the
ShafiT madhhab (school of jurisprudence)
and popular Stff masters and “friends of
God.”

The ninth/fifteenth century witnessed
the emergence at Tarim of a few promi-
nent sub-lineages of the Ba ‘Alawi, such as
al-Saqqaf, Jamal al-Layl, and al-‘Aydaris.

Multiplication of lineages and migra-
tion extended the group’s reach well
beyond Hadramawt. Individual migra-
tions to India, East Africa, and the Hijaz
are traceable from the seventh/thirteenth
through the ninth/fifteenth centuries.
Migration during the tenth/sixteenth
century to these regions and, since the
eleventh/seventeenth century, to- destina-
tions in Southeast Asia (Indonesia, Malay
Archipelago) grew common. In addi-
tion to their original socio-religious roles,
members of the Ba ‘Alawi not infrequently
became part of the ruling elites in their
new homelands.

Through the ages, the widely dispersed
members of the Ba ‘Alawi have always

THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM THREE, 2011/1, 2011 LEIDEN.




Y

w

Vs (@ ’Zﬁ”i’%é/)

Kitzb sirat al-ard (Beirut, 19'?9); Ibfl,Ka‘Lhir,
- al-Bidaya; Ibn Khaldon, ‘Abd al-Rahman,

- Kitab al-Toar wa dwwin al-mubtadis’ wa al-khabar

' (Bulag, 1284/1867); Tbn Khallikan, Ahmad b.

Muhammad, Wafayat al-aan, ed. Thsan ‘Abbas -
{Beirut, 1968~1972); Ibn aI—Muqaﬁa Severus

(Sawiris), Ta’tkh Bafarikat al-Kanisa al-Misriyya,

ed. and tr. ‘A. 8. Atiya et al. as Historyof the

Patriarchs of the Egyptian’ Church (Cairo, 1943)

Tbn Muyassar Muhammad, Muntaga min
Akhbar Misr, ed. A, F. Sayyid (Cairo, 1981}
Ibn al-Qalanisi, Hamza, Dhayl Ta’¥ikh Dimashg,
ed. H. F. Amedroz (Leiden, 1909); ibid.,

ed. S. Zakkar (Damascus, 1403/1983); Ibn
-al-Sayrafi, Abwi al-Qasim, Kitah al-ishara ila man
nala’ al-wizdra, ed. A. Mukhlis (Cairo, 1964);

Ibn Taghribirdi, Abti al-Mahasin, al~Mygim
. al-zahire fi mulitk Misr wa al-Qahire, ed. W. Pop-
per (Berkeley, CA, 1909); Idis Tmad al-Din,
Upyiin al-akhbar wa funin al-dthar, ed. M:: F ak.
houry and M. Kamal (Damascus, 2007); Lev,
Yaacov, State and Society in Fatimid Egypt (Leiden,
1991); al-Maqrizi, Ahmad, [tz al-hunafd’ bi
akhbar al-atmma of- Fatzmy)ym al-Fhulafa’, ed.

Jamal al-Din al-Shayyal (Cairo, 1387/1967),

English trans. by Shainool Jiwa as Towards a
Shi's Mediterranean Empire: Fafimid Egypt and the
Founding of Cairo. The Regn of the Imam-Caliph
al-Mu'izz  from al-Maqrizs Ii'az. al-hungf@’
(London, 2009); idem, al-Muqaffi al-kabir, ed.
Muhammad al-Yalawi (Beirut, 1407/1987);

idem, al-Mawd'iz wa al-i'tibar fi dhikr al-katat
wa al-athar, ed. A. F. Sayyid (London, 2002);

al-Musabbih1, Muhammad, Akhbar Migsr, ed. A.
F. Sayyid et al. (Cairo, 1978); Walker, Paul E,,
Exploring an Islamic Empire: Fatimid History and. its
Sources (London, 2002); idem, ‘al- A21z bi’llah’,

EI3 (online).

SEAamooL Jrwa

Ba ‘Alawi or Al Ba ‘Alawi, a promi-
nent clan of South Arabian sayyids, many
of them distinguished scholars and Sufis,
living primarily in Hadramawt and in the
town of Tarim in particular.

The clan’s name refers to an epony-
mous forebear, ‘Alawi b. ‘Abd Allah b.
Ahmad. According to the sources, the
first member of the clan was Ahmad b.
Husayn al-‘Alawt (d. 345/956), the chief
of the ‘Alids of Hadramawt, who traced
his lineage back to Imam ‘All via Ja‘far
al-Sadiq. He was born into a family of
scholars in Basra and subsequently emi-
grated to the Yemen (al-Shatirt,  1/142,

BA ‘ALAWT
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152). Ahmad b: Husayn studied Shafit
law -although- he ‘remained strong by

. loyal to the ahl al-bapt, and arranged for
“his son ‘Abd. Allah’s education in Basra.
' “Abd Allah attained a mastery of the stan-

dard traditional and rational. sciences, - k
particularly kadith, and became a Adfiz- of
the Quran; in 377/987 he was drawn to
Sufism through attending the sessions of
Abu Talib al-Makkr (q.v., d. 386/996). .
“Abd Allah, who had emigrated with his
father and other members of the family
to the Hadramawt region of the Yemen,
miay be considered one of the earliést Sufis

-of Hadramawt. He dled there in 383/993

(al-Shatirs, 1/ 158-160).

. The' Ba ‘Alawt clan spréad outwards
from the Hadramawt, particularly to
Tartim, Shibam and Shihr, through a
number of branches, including the Ba
‘Abbad, Ba Faqth, al-Saqqaf, al-Shilli, Al
‘Aydaras, al-‘Attas, Al Shaykh Aba Bakr,
Al al-Habashi, Al al-Shihab, al-Kaf and
Bal-Faqth (al-Baker, 1/118-119). The
prominent members of this clan, especially
those belonging to its main line, came to
wield significant spiritual influence in the
Yemen,; their popular authority stemmed
not from any political or military power
but rather their descent from the House of
the Prophet and their reputation for piety.
The social status of this family is reflected -
in the fact that its members were not per-
mitted to marry non-‘Alids (see al-BakiT,
1/118-119).

Members of the clan were considered
cousins to the Banti Ahdal (see al-Zabidi,
223). In the 6th/12th century ‘Al b.
Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Jadidi confirmed
the sayyid status of the Ba ‘Alawis through
a genealogical study; he subsequently pro-
duced many works on the sapyids of South
Arabia in which he mentions numerous Ba
‘Alawis (see Bakar, 511; Lofgren, 1/828).

Ba ‘Alawis attained prominence par-
ticularly in the field of jurisprudence and
in Sufism, and some of their works evince
an abiding interest in historiography and
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