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The Fatimid Caliph al-‘Aziz and His Daughter
Sitt al-Mulk: A Case of Delayed but Eventual

Succession to Rule by a Woman

Paul E. Walker
University of Chicago

ﬁbiti’;a;;uth the future al-‘Aziz, then merely the third son of the caliph al-Mu'izz, acquired a

i i i ho was to

ine, likely a Greek-speaking captive, and produced wxch‘hef a daug}.lter wi
E‘;Zg;b; :;e rfl:;.?;:n:s Si}t't a.l-Mulk.PNOt only did her mother remain al-‘Aziz’s favorite long after he
rose to the Fatimid throne in 975, she remained so until her death twenty years later, and the

daughrer continued throughout to hold a claim on his attention many considered unusually )

i traordinary. This favor, combined with her own polirtical acumen anc’{ sharp intel-
ig::::,a::al?l‘ed Site al-}I,vIulk to exercise authority throughout her lifetime u.nml sll{':le3 ﬁn;.lly
became the real ruler of the empire upon the disappearanee ef her eccentric 'hah.- rother,
al-Hikim, in 1021. Drawing on chronicles written by both Fatimid end anti-Fatimid xstox..'xans[,:
this article considers the context for Sicr al-Mulk’s rise to power amid the unusual gynar‘rdl.xcsh o

the Fatimid royal family. It reveals the implausibility of accounts that‘a:tempt to discredic fr
and demonstrates that when at last she governed the empire, she did so quite competently

through a difficult time of transition.
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In the year 969, Nizir, the son of the Farimid caliph al—Ml:l‘iZZ then residing in
the Maghrib, acquired a Greek concubine and with her in September of the
following year produced a child, a girl. The mother thus became an U7?1m
walad indicating her new, more favorable status as a mother of royal offspring
(Magrizi 1967-73, I, 292; Ibn Muyassar, 175; Halm 199.9, 69). In fact, that
same daughrer was to grow up and become the famous Sitc al-Mulk, a figure
of such importance that more than a thousand years afterward she was to
merit her own chapter in Fatima Mernissi’s Forgosten Queens a_.f Islam.

In the beginning her prospects were not particularly auspicious. Her. father
was merely the third son, with little likelihood of succeeding to the eahphate.
However, about the time of her birth, the eldest son, Tamim, was discovered
to have some physical impediment that prevented his having progeny. The
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exact nature of his defect is unknown but, according to the Shi‘ite principle
applied by the Fatimid line, the reigning imam must engender offspring or be
capable of it. Still, even with the exclusion of Tamim, another older brother,
‘Abdallih, assumed the position of heir apparent in his place.

In 973, only a few years later, the whole of the Fatimid court moved ex
masse from al-Mansuriya in Tunisia to the newly founded imperial capital in
Egypt, Cairo. Few or none were left behind. Among the travelers in this mas-
sive caravan was the young girl, her mother and father on their way to take up
'life in the palace in the newly constructed city on the Nile. Once there, how-
ever, Nizar's status was no higher; ‘Abdallah was widely expected to succeed
until rather abruptly he took sick and died, leaving the succession suddenly up
in the air. Soon thereafter in 975, al-Mu'izz himself also died, shortly before
which he had finally designated Nizir the heir apparent, who soon became
al-‘Aziz bi-llah, the new Fatimid imam-caliph. Sitr al-MulK's prospect just as
quickly brightened. )

Over the next two decades, Sitt al-Mulk’s mother retained, by all the evi-
dence, the affections and attentions of the father. Nonetheless, he would marry
at least once and produced two male offspring by other women, one of whom
would become the next caliph with the regnal name al-Hakim bi-Amr Allsh.
Significantly, the names and identities of the wives remain totally obscure.
Only Sict al-Mulk’s mother appears in our sources. Like her daughter she is
known solely by a kind of title: al-Sayyida al-‘Aziziya “‘Aziz’s Lady.” Often, in
the literature of the time, she is simply al-Sayyida, the Lady.

As this woman’s role, and that of her family, helps explain the rise of Sitt
al-Mulk, it is helpful to learn as much about it as possible. She had at least two
brothers, both of whom, thanks to her influence on al-‘Aziz, were in January
of 986 appointed to exalted ranks in the Melkite Orthodox church hierarchy
(Yahya, II, 207). One of them, Orestes, became the Melkite patriarch of Jeru-
salem, a position he held for twenty years. Four years prior to his death, the
Fatimids sent him to Constantinople as part of a delegation seeking a peace
treary. With the treaty concluded, however, Orestes elected to stay in the Byz-
antine capital. He died there four years later in 1006. Surely he spoke Greek,
as likely did all of his family. The other brother, Arsensius, was named in 986
metropolitan of Fustat and Cairo.! In June of 1000, upon the death of the
previous patriarch, the see of Alexandria fell vacant. Al-‘Aziz insisted thar the

' In Ibn Usabi'a’s biography of a famous medical authority in Egypr at the time of al-‘Aziz,
Sahlan b. Kaysan, we find a reporr of this man’s funeral ar which Arsenius appeared and marched.
In the Arabic he is referred to as “the brother of the Sayyid”. The later redactor did not know that
he was the brother of the Sayyida and so changed her gender by lopping off the feminine ending
(Uyun al-anbiyd’ 503). .



+ Jiwa, Shainool. “A Study of the Reign of the Fifth Fatimid Imam/Caliph
al-"Aziz Billah” (Ph.D. thesis, University of Edinburgh, 1989). pp. xiv +
281 Aasa. Biv-Ns=ut

989 LEWIN, Bernhard. Le grand fauconnier de “A27z-billah
al-Fatimi et son Kitab al-Baizara. Falconry: texts and
studies, 1. Collected and reprinted by Fuat Sezgin, in
collaboration with Mazen Amawi, Carl Ehrig-Eggert,
Eekhard Neubaver. Frankfurt am Main: Institute for the =
History of Arabic-Islamic Science at the Johann Q‘!‘% .
Wolfgang Goethe University, 2001, (Natural Sciences
in Islam, 14), pp.238-250. [Originally published in
Orientalia Suecana (Uppsala), 7/1958 (1959),
pp-110-121.]

sde fo o S aF Gbey RTINS R R ST ST
| (1950). tie Y\§ &lriw




A= WA ple e ooadl psle¥ )y ondlall Jalaa ) 0%
DIA KTP.16760.. 10 {5 | (o, sl i VaaY, [aBd), 5all

foe e LT RLas
% Ew‘t ﬁ'@’«/ Hi- “'g;;;‘}"i %:; §/4£;ﬁ:::.1 -4%

ally s =)
S ot deon (I (SN o s od (il o dne (G 5all) o 15
| )t il bl sl
APAR — Vel
r\'\'\ — oo
radl iy o & Al RS S ol a3 w3l 3,0 ()
BRY 7L DU OV R R I P R SR PO [ PR RS g
FSERAY
Y f (s ol 7)) A2 Tazdl olpess pall =¥
YAL o Y (i Al Jabd)) UYL, Labdl S shaelty Laelydl -¥
AW N0 SV ) e Sl el o -8
NG Y YL e el -0
R AR IERIL I IR T ol oy -2
e ¥ E e s el Y
A= b e g AT oY [R5, A
AY. Y oldlile -8
AYY ¥ cadll of)dd -y

AV A G LYY A&,jv‘i’r)b‘ﬂ—\\




BTN

Foaale.

o e

e
Lo
v
L
[
e
s
(&



- JOSEPH R. STRAYER, DICTIONARY of the MIDDLE AGES, VOI.E,PP. -3 .1989 NEW YOR
CAZIZ, AL- AZNAURI

were built of brick, covered with carved and in-
scribed stucco on the interior. The flat roof was
made of wood. Although some elements of the plan
and construction are traceable to earlier mosques in
Egypt, many features were directly inspired by ear-
lier Fatimid mosques in North Africa. The Fatimid
caliph al-Hafiz (1131-1146) added porticoes around
the courtyard, and the Mamluk sultans and emirs
added minarets, new entrances, and madrasahs, to
such an extent that the exterior of the Fatimid foun-
dation is totally surrounded by later additions.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
K. A. C. Creswell, The Muslim Architecture of Egypt,
1(1952), 36-64, 254-257. :

JonaTHAN M. BLOOM

[See also Schools, Islamic.]

<AZiZ BI°’LLAH NIZAR ABU MANSUR, AL-,
fifth Fatimid caliph and first to rule entirely from
Egypt, was born in Mahdia (Tunisia) on 10 May 955.
He became caliph upon the death of his father, al-
MuC€izz, in December 975, but his position was not
secure until the official proclamation on 9 August
976. The caliph died suddenly of a kidney ailment on
14 October 996 at Bilbeis, while leading a military
expedition into Syria against the Byzantines. He was
succeeded by his eleven-year-old son al-Hakim.

His reign was marked by relative peace, with al-

“most all military activity limited to the Syrian front.

Al-CAziz created a new-style Fatimid army that was
multiracial and composed of military slaves as well
as elements of the original army. The latter was
composed primarily of North African Kutima Ber-
bers who served as cavalry. The new army had both
infantry that included Persians from Dailam, Iran,
and cavalry that included Central Asian Turks. Spe-
cial quarters were built in Cairo for the racially sep-
arated cavalry and infantry units. Sub-Saharan Afri-
can military slaves also were acquired by al-SAziz.
Only the demise of the dynasty at the hands of
Saladin almost two centuries later ended the military
organization introduced into the Fatimid state by al-
CAziz.

This Fatimid caliph’s reign was noted for its ex-
cellent administration, fair treatment of minorities,
and economic prosperity. For most of his reign Ibn
Killis, a convert from Judaism, served brilliantly as
chief administrator. The Fatimid ruler also relied

28

upon Jews and Christians as administrators, and
these minorities generally fared well during his
reign. One exception took place in Cairo in 996.
Christians were blamed for destroying part of the
Fatimid fleet anchored nearby, and in the ensuing
riots more than 100 Christians, including merchants
from Amalfi, [taly, were killed. This incident and
less serious ones did not disrupt the trade that flour-
ished between Egypt and Europe, Persia, India,
Yemen, and the Byzantine Empire.

Al-SAziz expanded the usual role of the Farimid
caliph as an Ismaili Shiite leader. He banned some
Sunni practices, established the tenth of Muharram
in Egypt as an official day of mourning, and made
personal appearances every Friday during Ramadan.
The caliph was the first to appoint Ismaili judges in
many parts of his realm, which ranged from Egypt
to Tunisia, the Hejaz, Palestine, and occasionally
central and even northern Syria.

Very little is known about al-=Aziz’s personal life.
It is said he had red hair and blue eyes. One of his
wives was a Christian whose brothers were ap-
pointed Melchite patriarchs of Jerusalem and Cairo-
Fustit. Another woman, a Muslim, was probably the
mother of al-Hikim. Al-“Aziz was an active and
wealthy patron, indulging himself in the acquisition
of precious jewels, expensive textiles, and exotic
foods and animals. His wealth was also used to sup-
port construction of a new royal residence in greater
Cairo, a mosque for his mother in the Karafa ceme-
tery, and the foundations for a large mosque known
as al-Hakim’s Mosque.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

The best summary in English is in Encyclopedia of
Islam, 2nd ed. (1960). The value of al-Maqrizi’s [tti“az al-
Hunafa’bi-Akbbar al-Aimma al-Fatimiyin al-Kbulafa’,
Jamal al-Din al-Shayyal, ed. (1967), vol. T cannot be over-
estimated as it contains fragments of the lost contempo-
rary Fatimid source Ibn Zalig; Yaacov Lev, “A political
Study of Egypt and Syria under the Early Fatimida 358/
968-386/996" {unpublished Ph.D.), and forthcoming arti-

cles by Yaacov Lev based on his Ph.D. in press at Studia
Islamica.

JERE L. BACHARACH

[See also Egypt, Islamic; Fatimids; Hakim, al-.]

AZNAURI (plural aznaurni), a Georgian petty no-
bleman, a landholder or warrior, parallel to the azat
nobility of Armenia. The term dates from at least the
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Tatimids : 'fhe World of the Mediterranean and the Middle

' "I’he Risc of the

Tenth Century CE / by Michael Brett.

Fast in the Fourth Century of the Hijra,
-~ Leiden ; Boston ; Kéln : Brill, 2001

(The medieval Medilerranean ; Vol. 30)
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468 INDEX OF PERSONS, PERSONAGES

‘Al ibn al-Husayn, name of Imam in sar 35
‘All ibn Muhammad, Mahdi of the Zanj 57-9, 60, 128

N ‘All ibn. Muhammad ibn Tughj, Ikhshidid ruler 290-1, 294

‘Alf ibn al-Nu‘rman, Qadi *L-Qudat in Egypt 370, 372-6, 379

‘All ibn Zayd al-‘Alawi, ‘Alid rebel 58

Almanzor, Ibn Abi Amir al-Manstir, regent of Umayyads at Cordoba 354, 421
Alp Arslan, Seljuk Sultan 2

Alptigin, Turkish commander in Khurasan 407

Amari, Michele 362

- ‘Ammar ibn ‘Alf al-Kalbi, Fatimid commander 241

Antichrist 60, 170-2, 175, 177

Agquinas, Thomas 13

Arnstotle 208, 210, 265

Arsenius, Melkite Patriarch of Alexandria 385
Asad ibn al-Furat, jurist and Qadr of Ifrigiya .52
al-A‘sam: see Hasan ibn Ahmad, al-A‘am
al-Ash‘arl, theologian 207

Ashtor, Eliahu 286, 310, 359

al-Aswani, Ibn Sulaym: see Ibn Sulaym
Averroes 18, 210

Avicenna 210 407-9, 411

Ayytb, son of Abii Yazid 185

s al-‘Aziz bi’llah, fifth Fatimid Imam Caliph 68, 345

~

_ Barbero, A. and Vigil, M. 231

- Bulliet, Richard 16 . : " R

accession 329-30

family 334, 3856, 418-20

administration of justice 375-6

and Da‘wa 366, 368-9, 371-3, 375-6, 379-82, 396, 400, 403, 413
and Syria 346-53, 357, 364, 414-15, 417, 422

and Ifrigiya 330, 354—8

and Sicily 362

and Hijaz 392-3

death 8, 418 _

Badis ibn al-Mansiir, Zirid ruler 357-61, 381

Badis ibn Ziri, brother of Buluggin, at Mecca 392
al-Baghdadi, author of al-Farg bayna’lfirag 47, 89, 431
Baha’ al-Dawla, Biiyid ruler 413

Bakhtiydr, Bayid ruler 414

Bakjiir, Fatimid ally against Hamdanids 849-51, 365
al-Bakri, author of Kitab al-masalik wa’l-mamakk 232, 251-3

Bardas Phocas, Byzantine general 349

Barjawan al-Ustadh, regent for al-Hakim 418, 420-1
Basil II, Byzantine Emperor 223, 351, 420-1

Bayan ibn Saglan, Kutama chief 89

Bianquis, Thierry 4, 296, 304, 306, 308, 339

Bishai, W.B. 283-5

Bishara, Fatimid governor at Tiberias 349

Bloom, Jonathan M. 283, 419 ’

Bosworth, C.E. 6, 406

Brunschvig, Robert 135-6, 264, 353

Bt Himdra, early twentieth century rebel in the Rif 171 A
al-Bukhari, Fatimid 427 380 e
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Bultakin, Fatimid commander in Syria 349

Bulugg;m ibn ZirT ibn Manad, viceroy of Ifriqiya, founder of Zirids
322—4, 329-30, 3535, 360-1

Bushra al- Khidim, Fatumd commander 168

Cahen, Claude 310
Canard, Mariug 7, 30, 192, 222, 327
Casanova, Paul 47
Charlemagne, founder of Carolingian empire 229-30, 425, 432
Chaudhuri, K.N. 257, 335 .
Christ, the 59, 171, 383, 426-7

see also Jesus
Cincinnatus, exemplary Roman hero  91-2
Crone, Patricia 12, 16-17, 50, 59, 197, 282
Cook, Michael 12, 16-17, 59, 282
Cooperson, M. 8

Dachraoui, Farhat 4, 137
Daftary, Farhad 10, 46, 368

469

185, 9345,

al-Dajjal 164, 170-2, 174-5, 176-7, 189, 199, 201, 216, 219, 297, 304, 318,

3256
see also AbTi Yarid; Antichrist; Messianism
al-Darazi, eponymous founder of Druzes 380
Dawid, King of Isracl 354, 434
Davis, RH.C. 425
‘Dawwas ibn Silat, Kutama governor of Tahart 150
al-Daylamf, Fatumd dazT 380
Daysan, black legendary ancestor of Fatimids (= Bardesanes, Christian
34, 44-5, 119
De Blois, Frangois 36-8, 41, 47, 68-70
De Goeje, M. 43, 116
Décobert, C. 285
Devisse, Jean 252
al-Dhuhlf, AbG Tahir, Qadr of Misr 300, 305, 376
Dhuka, Dukas, ‘Abbasid governor of Egypt 146-7
Durzan, mother of al-‘Aziz bi’llah 334, 419-20

El-Shayyal, JM. 4
Eparch, the, governor of Qasr Ihrim 383, 394
Eutychius (Sa‘fd ibn Batrik), Melkite Patriarch of Alexandria 386

Fadl, son of AbG Yazid 185

al-Fadl ibn $alih al-WazTri, Fatimid commander in. Syria 348-9, 414
Fahd ibn Ibrahim, secretary to Barjawan 420

Fahl ibn Nuh, Kutdma chief 94

al-Farabi, philosopher 210

Faraj al-Khadim, Fatimid commander '239-40

Faraj ibn Hayran, Kutima chief 94

heretic)

Faraj ibn “‘Uthman, prophet and Mahdi of Carmathians in Iraq  63-5, 66, 128

Fath ibn Yahya al-Masalitt, Kutima chief 97

Fatk, Ikhshidid ghulam 311-12

Fatima, daughter of Muhammad 20, 22, 26, 31-3, 98, 184, 305, 316
F1rdaws1 author of Shak-nama 409

Flruz, Chief Da%(?) of the Mahdi 87, 103
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5. Tofsir shi'r Abt Tammam (Yaqut, Udaba’,
17/165; al-Dhahabi, 16/317; al-
Azhart, 14).

6. Tafsir shawahid gharib al-hadith (Yaqut,
Udaba’, 17/165). Probably a commentary
on Abti ‘Ubayd al-Qasim b. Sallam’s
Shavwalid gharib al-hadith (al-Azhari, 14).

7. al-Tagrb fi al-tafsir Yaqut, Udaba’, 17/
165; al-Azhari, 14; al-Safadi, 2/26;
Ibn Khallikan, 4/335).

8. al-Haypd (Hajjt Khalifa, 2/1414; al-
Baghdadi, 2/49).

9. al-Radd ala al-Layth (Yaqat, Udaba’,
17/165; al-Safads, 2/26). Most
probably this is a rebuttal of the
juridical views of Layth b. Sa‘d b.
‘Abd al-Rahman al-Fahmi (Sezgin,
8/205).

10. Tlal al-qura’at (Yaqat, Udaba’, 17/165;
al-Dhahabi, 16/316).

11. A treatise on the soul in the Quran
and the sunna (Yaqut, Udaba’, 17/165;
al-Safadi, 2/26; al-Dhahabi, 16/317).

12. Ma'ani shawakid gharib al-hadith (Yaqut,
Udaba’, 17/165) which, according to

Hardn, 1s the same work mentioned

as number six listed above (al-Azharf,
14; cf. Sezgin, 8/204).
13. Ma‘nfatal-subh (Yaqut, Udaeba’, 17/165).

14. Nasikh al-Quran wa mansiakhuh (al-
Baghdadi, 2/49).
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MeHRAN ARZANDEH
Tr. Sumeyr. Umar

Al-‘Aziz bi’llah, Abia Manstr Nizar
b. Aba Tamim Ma‘add al-Mu‘izz i-Din -
Allzh (344-386/955-996), the fifth Fatimid
imam-caliph was the first sovereign of
his dynasty to begin his rule in Egypt.
Al-‘Aziz’s reign epitomises the cultural,
mtellectual and architectural efflores-
cence of Fatimid rule in Egypt. It also
established the Fatimid state as a vibrant
Mediterranean empire, pursuing trade,
diplomacy and warfare with their Byzan-
tine, ‘Abbasid and Andalusian Umayyad
counterparts.

Al-‘Aziz bi'llah was born on Thursday
14 Muharram 344/11 May 955 at al-Mah-
diyya, the first purpose built capital of the
Fatimid state in Ifriqiya. He was among
the retinue that accompanied his father, -
al-Mu‘izz i-Din Allah, on his journey
from al-Mangtriyya to al-Qzhira (Cairo)
i 362/973, an event which marked the
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Aecession of Al-Aziz

Al-Muizz was succeeded by his son Abul Mansur Nizar, who
assumed the titfle of “Al-Aziz’” on accession. He was twenty years
old at the time.
Campaign in Syria

Al-Aziz carried a campaign in Syria against Iftikin who had
occupied Damascus. Iftikin was defeated, taken captive and brought
to Cairo. Iftikin sought amnesty. Al-Aziz treated him kindly and
gave him a high office at his court., The Fatimids conquered the
whole of Syria and a part of Mesopotamia. The Fatimid empire
under Al-Aziz extended from the Euphrates and the Red Sea to the
Atlantic, and the Khutba in his name was read in North Africa,
Egypt, Hijaz, Yemen, Mesopotamia and Syria.
The Fatimid army

Heretofore the Fatimid army consisted mostly of Kitama Ber-
bers. Al-Aziz formed a corps of Turks and Persians as a counter
poise to the Berbers.
Government of Al-Aziz

During the reign of Al-Aziz perfect peace and tranquillity
obtained in the country. His Chief Minister was Tbn Killis. He was
a capable administrator and statesman who piloted the affairs of the
state with skill for fifteen years. Thereafter the office of the Chief
Minister was held by Isa b Nestorious, a Christian. Due to the wise
policies of the Goovernment prosperity prevailed in the couniry, and
the freasury overflowed with wealth.
Religious policy of Al-Arziz
In the matter of religion Al-Aziz followed a liberal policy, Hs’

Referenees :
1. History of Egypt in the Middle Ages . Stanley Lanepoole.
. History of the Fatimid Caliphare : D. Q"Leary.
3. Interpretation of Fatimid History : Beroard Lewis.
4. Short History of Saracens: Ameer AllL
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v ARABICA
REVUE I’ETUDES ARABES

TRANSLITTERATION DE L'ARABE:
’p bl t; f: ér [Lp !;1": d} d» ;", Z, S: §; §, dl .tl ‘?u <I gn /r 9'; ko lr ml n} h" 'IIJ, y-

1@ marbiita = a, at (état construit). ARTICLE: al- et l- (méme

devant les «solaires»).

VOYELLES: @, %, 14 — d, I, 1. DIPHTONGUES: aw, ay.

*

PRINCIPALES ABREVIATIONS EMPLOYEES

(collections, ouvrages généraux et périodiques):

AAS = Aunnales archéologiques de
Syrie, Damas.

ATEO = Annales de I’ Institut & Etu-
des Ovientales, Alger.

al-And. = al-Andalus, Madrid.

BEO = Bulletin d’Etudes Ovientales

- de I'Institut frangais, Damas.

BGA = Bibliotheca geographorum
arabicorum, Leyde.

RIFAQ = Bulletin  de I'Institut
frangais d’ Avchéologie Ovientale,
le Caire.

BSLP = Bulletin de la Société de
Linguistigue, Paris.

BSOAS = Bulletin of the School of
Oviental and African Studies,
Londres.

CT = Cahiers de Tunisie, Tunis,

EIl, ElI* = Encyclopédie de I'ls-
lam, 1%, 2tme éd., Leyde.

GAL, S. 1, I1, IIT = Brockelnann,
Geschichte der Av, Liil. et Suppl.,

U wol. I, 11, IT1, Leyde.

GLECS == Bullelin du Groupe lin-
guistique d'édtudes chamito-sdmi-
tigues, Paris.

GMS = Gibb Memorial Sevies.

Hesp. = Hespéris, Rabat.,

IBLA = Revue de I'Institut des
Belles Lettres Avabes, Tunis,

IHA = Collection Islam d'Hier el
d'Aujourd’hui, Paris.

Isl. = Der Islam, Berlin.

] A = Journal Asiatique, Paris.

JRAS = Journal of the Royal
Asiatic Society, Londres.
MIDEO = Mélanges de FInstitut

Dominicain d’Etudes Orientales,
le Caire
MSO0S = Miiteilungen des Semi-

nars filr Orientalische Sprachen,
Berlin, 1898-19309.

MW = The Muslim World, Hart-
ford (Connecticut).
OLZ = Qvientalistische
Zeitung, Leipzig.

OM = Oriente Moderno, Rome,

PELOV = Publicationsde I’ Ecole des
Langues  Oyientales  Vivantes,
Paris,

PIFD = Publications de I"Institut
Frangais d’Etudes Avabes de
Damas.

PIHEM = Publications de I'Insti-
tut des Haules Etudes Marocaines,
Rabat.

PIEQ = Publications de I'Institut
d'Etudes Ovientales, Alger.

PIFAQO == Publications de I’Institut
Frangais d’ Archéologie Orientale,
le Caire.

RA = Revue Africaine, Alger.

RAAD = Revue de [I'"Académie
avabe, Damas.

RET = Revie des Dludes Islami-
ques, Paris,

RIEEI = Revista del Instituto Egip-
cio de Estudios Isldmicos, Madrid.

RSO = Rivista degli Studi Ovien-
tali, Rome.

Semn. = Semitica, Paris.

SI = Studia Islamica, Paris.

WT = Die Welt des Islams, Berlin,
Leipzig et Leyde.

WZKM = Wiener Zeilschvift fiir
die Kunde des Movgenlandes,

Lilevaluy -

Vienne.

ZDMG = Zeitschrvift dev Deutschen
Movrgenlindischen  Gesellschaft,
Wiesbaden.

LE TRAITE DE L’ART DE VOLERIE
(KITAB AL-BAYZARA)

rédigé vers 385/995 par le Grand-Fauconnier
du calife fatimide al-*Aziz bi-llah

PAR

FRANCOIS VIRE

Trés peu de temps avant sa mort survenue le 2 avril 1953, I"éminent
Muhammad Kurd ¢Ali, Président fondateur de I'Académie Arabe de Damas,
donnait a I'édition le texte bien établi du seul manuscrit connu de ce Trairé
de I'Art de Volerie d’époque fatimide ! et affirmait, une fois de plus, par cette
publication, le sr et profond jugement qui le guidait dans son choix des
ceuvres inédites. En se consacrant & ce travail paléographique des plus
flrdus, le savant avait pressenti la haute valeur documentaire de ce Traité;
il apporte, en effet, une appréciable contribution A la connaissance de
P'activité sociale dans I'Egypte fatimide et des techniques de I'art du vol
tel qu'il se pratiquait couramment, au Xe siécle de notre ére, dans la région
deltaique :du Nil. De plus, 'ouvrage fournit la possibilité d'établir, pour
cette époque, un inventaire ornithologique précis de I'avifaune cynégétique
de ce paradis d’oiseaux qu’est, en Méditerranée, avec la Camargue frangaise,
la terre basse du Delta du Nil; c’est 13, sans conteste, un des plus anciens
d)ocuments scientifiques qui ne vise en rien A 1’érudition philologique dont
n’ont pu §’affranchir la plupart des soi-disant naturalistes de langue arabe.

* *
*

. Etablir un texte tel que celui du Traitd et le rendre apté & I'édition sup-
posait la rencontre de multiples difficultés de natures bien différentes les
unes des antres. D’abord, difficultés qu’oppose le déchiffrement d’une copie
manuscrite postérieure & 'original disparu et, partant, d’une copie jalonnée
de fautes idues & Vignorance du scribe. Nécessité, ensuite, de posséder les

-compétences suffisantes pour accéder & la ‘matidre de l'ouvrage; or, la

l‘anm{meri‘e n’est pas d’accés facile, de par son archaismé et de par le vaste
domaine qu’englobent les sciences qu’elle sollicite aved I’équitation, I’étho-

. logie et 1«;3 dressage des rapaces, l'écologie deé la faune et de l'avifaune
. cynégétique, Yart vétérinaire et, aussi, ce doigté acquis de la patience et de

Vexpérience que nulle théorie ne peut remplacer, Se présentait, enfin,

- I'écueil d'une langue & la fois trés technique et particulidre & une époque et

é"une région‘dans\lesquelles P'arabe courant s’émaillait’ d’emprunts an
persan, au copte et au turc. Devant une telle chaine d’obstacles, ce serait
faire preuve d’outrecuidance que de reprocher 4 Kurd Alf quelques lectures

. erronées ou quelques incompréhensions de sens, la plupart, d;ailleurs,

franc]‘lement avouées en annotation, car c¢’était 14 une tiche réclamant un
travail d’équipe et, seul, il sut la mener & un terme qui rendait possible la

1. al-Bayzara, Publications de I'Académie Avabe, Damas 1953.
ARrasrca NII 1
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[p. 40] (CHAPITRE I1)

DES NEMRODS QUE COMPTA LA NOBLESSE ARABE

11 y eut, d'abord, Isma] fils dy prophéte Ibrihim (qu'Allah les
bénisse tous deux!). L'Envoyé d’Allah Muhammad (qu’Allah le
bénisse, lui et sa famillel), ayant organisé l'armée des Auxiliaires et
posté cinquante de leurs hommes dans une vallée, leur tint ce
langage: « Décochez vos fleches, 6 fils d'Ismasl! Votre pére tirait
a l'arc!», En effet, Tsma <l était féru de chasse, s'y adonnait tout
entier et se plaisait & confectionner lui-méme I'attirail de tir. Un
jour, son pére Ihrahim fit Je déplacement pour lui rendre visite et
Voir ce qu'il faisait, mais il ne le trouva pas en son campement, car
1l était occupé A Vaffit du gibier. ! ;
Citons ensuite Hamza b. ‘Abd al-Muttalib 1 qui avait une telle
bravoure qu’elle ne pouvait étre qu’un don d’AHﬁh‘et‘qui lui valut
le surnom de ¢ lion d’Allzh » (dsad AllGh). 11 se convertit 3 I'Islam
au moment ol il partait i la chasse, ayant un faucon Sacre au
poing. 11 est dit, dans Ja tradition prophétique, que Hamza était
adonné 4 la traque et qu'un jour, revenant de chasser, une ferme,
qui avait vu tout le mal qu'Abii Gahl? avait fait A I'Envoyé d’Allah,

I. Abd “Umara Hamza b, ‘Abd al-Muttalib b, Hagim (556-4/623), oncle
du prophéte Muhammad, fut yn intrépide combattant des débuts de VIslam
et trouva la mort 4 la bataille d'Uhud,

2. “Amr b, Higam b. al-Mugira, surnommé Abg I-Hakam, chef quraysite
qui fut le plus acharné des ennemis du prophéte Muhammad, au début de sa
prédication, et les Musulmans changérent son surnom en Abii Cahl, ¢ Maitre

Arasica XI1I
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[p. 65] (CHAPITRE 1V)
DES AUTOURS (formes)

(bdzi, pl. buzat) *
Des tavelures et des tons de leur pennage.
De lears poids.
De leur affaitage.
Des accidents qui peuvent leur survenir et de leurs cures.

Des soins requis pendant leur mue.

* %
*

(Section 1):
Des tavelures et des tons de leur pennage. De leurs poids

Il'y a le strié blanc et brun, le blond pale et celui & croupe rousse.
On trouve encore l'ardoisé moiré vert, plastronné de larges
brandebourgs semblables & ceux des Fperviers. Il en est enfin de
tont blancs, mais nous n'en avons vu que deux, dans notre pays, et
qui étaient des présents de I'empereur des Byzantins? A notre
Maitre, I'Emir des Croyants.

1. Le terme bdzi, d’origine persane, ne s’applique qu'a la femelle de
P'Autour-des-palombes (dccipiter gentilis), le male ou « tiercelet » d’Autonr
(zurrag) n’étant guére employé, en autourserie, pour son peu d’aptitude &
I'éducation. L’ Autour qui tint le premier rang dans la volerie orientale n’est
pas de 'avifaune de I'Hgypte; aussi ces rapaces y étaient-ils importés, a
grands frais, depuis la Greéce, la Turquie, I'’Arménie et la Perse. 1ls figuraient,
en outre, parmi les présents qu’échangeaient les princes musulmans et
chrétiens. Voir EJ%, sub Bayzara.

2. L'empereur Basile IT {g76-1025).
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Leur poids va de trois livres & trois livres et demie, 4 la mesure
de Bagdad, mais il y en a qui peuvent faire plus et d’autres moins
que cela, suivant qu’ils sont de grande ou de petite taille .

* %
*

(Section 2):
[p. 66] De la méthode d’affaitage de I' Autour

Quand I'Autour tombe entre les mains de l'oiseleur, celui-ci n'a
que de le ciller et 'autoursier vient de suite en prendre possession;
il 1ui faut alors I'armer de ses jets, lui brider l'aile et le porter au
poing six jours durant, jusqu'a ce que l'ciseau ait faim canine du
pit. Ce degré atteint, I'autoursier lui dénoue les paupiéres, ne les
lui entrouvrant que d'un interstice, et le conduit, en fin d'aprés-
midi, dans la rue commergante ol il s’assoit. 11 doit rester 1a long-
temps pour que son éléve entende le martélement, sur le sol, des
sabots des bétes de somme; cette station doit bien durer trois
bonnes heures aprés la tombée de la nuit. Il le remet ensuite 4 la
chambre et le reprend, au premier appel & la priére de 1'aube, pour
retourner s'installer au marché, en le laissant toujours au trois
quarts aveuglé. Quand I'Autour est au paroxysme de la faim,
songe a ses yeux dans la soirée, et décille-les lui complétement;

Y

- garde-le au poing pendant six heures & partir de la tombée de la

nuit et tu peux alors le remettre & la chambre et nouer sa longe &
la perche. Dés le premier appel 4 la priére de l'aube, reprends-le
au poing jusqu’an lever du jour et fais en sorte qu'aucun visage ne
se montre, car si ton oiseau voyait des gens aller et venir avant
qu’il ne soit parfaitement assuré, il battrait d’effroi sur le poing.
Prends, sur ce, le blanc d’'un pigeon et abéche l'en d’autant qu’il
voudra; quand son appétit de chair sera bien aiguisé, prends un
pigeon, attache-le & une filitre et jette-le & ton oiseau: s'il 'empiite,
égorge-le lui sous le pied et laisse-le y faire curée tout.son sofil. Si
tu procédes comme nous venons de l'indiquer et si I’ Autour empidte
ton pigeon, monte a cheval accompagné d’un aide monté, lui aussi,
et muni d'un pigeon et d’une filitre. Mets I'Autour 4 la filiére, pose-
le au sol en avant de toi, et réclame-le de la voix; s'il te rejoint,
égorge-lui le pigeon sous le pied et pais-le son sofl, sur place.
Quand tu auras repété avec lui cet exercice trois jours de file et si
I'oiseau te revient comme tu le désires, affriande-le, le quatriéme

1. Voir note 1, p. [52].
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intervertissait les attributs des deux principes, en faisant de la
Lumiére une chose inerte et des Ténébres une entité douée du libre
arbitre, ils ne sauraient découvrir de différence entre leur doctrine
avouée et celle que l'on pourrait dialectiquement lui substituer.

Le quatritme texte provient d’un traité des hérésies compilé
vers la fin du VIe/NIIe siccle par un Handéfite autrement inconnu,
‘Utman b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-Hasan al-“Iraqi: al-Firaq al-muftariqa
bayn ahl al-zayg wa-l-zandaga, publié et traduit par M. YaSar
Kutluay, Ankara 196x.

Nous y lisons (p. 99 du texte arabe):

« Les Dualistes; ce sont ceux qui prétendent que le monde est
constitué par deux principes éternels: I'un est la. Lumicre, Uautre,
les Ténebres. Dela Lumiére proviennent le bien et la joie; des Téne-
bres, la sédition, le chagrin et les maux. Ces deux principes étaient
[a Torigine] séparés; ils se mélangérent et de cette union fut
produit le monde ». *

* C'est seulement peu avant la correction des épreuves que nous avons

pu prendre connaissance de l'article de M. Manfred Gorrz, Maturidi wund .

sein Kitdb Ta’wilat al-Qur’an, dans Der Islam, XLI (oct. 1965), pp. 27-70.
La lecture de cet excellent travail nous a remis en mémoire que M. H. RITTER
avait établi depuis longtemps que le ms. Kopriilii 856 n’avait rien & faire
avec AL-MATURIDI (voir Philologika II, dans Der Islam, XVIII, p. 40).
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(CHAPITRE V)
DES FAUCONS SACRES
(sagr, pl. sugir) 1
(Section 1):

(p- 95] Dela préférence donnée aux Sacres sur les Pélerins en raison
de la hardiesse qu'ils acquidrent et qui, d’office, leur confére la pré-
séance. Des tons de leur pennage. De leurs poids. De la
méthode de leur affaitage

Nous nous sommes crus tenus de donner ce titre de rubrique du
seul fait que tous les savants et les gens de vol ont toujours mis les
faucons Pelerins en téte. Mais nous, nous parlerons d’abord des
faucons Sacres et ce, pour ce que nous avons constaté en eux de
supériorité; cette raison impérieuse ne nous autorise pas 4 agir
autrement. Nous expliquerons donc comment se présentent ces
oiseaux et nous indiquerons quelles sont leurs proies au vol, aprés
avoir fait état de leurs tons de pennage, de leurs poids extrémes et
de la bonne maniére de les affaiter. Ainsi, quiconque entre les mains
de qui parviendra notre présent traité pourra juger de qui a raison,

-entre nous et ceux qui font passer les Pélerins avant les Sacres et ce,

a la lumiére de la science et non sous 'empire de la passion et de la
partialité; ce faisant, celui-ld sera trés pres du vrai savant et suivra
les pas du sage authentique.

1. Le faucon Sacre (Falco cherrug) est un hivernant régulier en Egypte
septentrionale, venant d’Europe orientale. Voir R. D. ETCHECOPAR . . ., op.
¢it., pp. 160, 589 et, pour la volerie, EI? sub Bayzara.
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al-‘Aziz br’'llah

Al-‘Aziz bi’llah, Nizar Aba Mansir
(344-386/955-996), was the fifth Fatgmd
caliph and the first whose rule began and
ended in Egypt. He was born in al-Mahdiyya
and moved to Cairo with his father al-
Mu‘izz in 362/973 when the centre of the
empire shifted eastward from the Maghreb
to its new capital in Egypt. As the third
son of the Imam, Nizar was not expected
to succeed. The eldest of his brothers,
Tamim, had already been passed over
when it became clear that he could not
produce offspring, and the second eldest
brother, ‘“Abdallah, was widely anticipated
to assume the caliphate. ‘Abdallah became
sick, however, and died with little warning
in 364/975. Two days prior to his own
death in Rabi‘ IT 365/December 975,
al-Mu'izz officially recognised Nizar as his
successor, and Nizar became caliph with
the regnal name of al-‘Aziz bi’llah. In typi-
cal fashion the death was concealed until
the next festival of % al-nalr whereupon
the new caliph gave the fhufba in his own
name and lamented the loss of his father
publicly for the first ime.

Al-‘Aziz inherited an empire spanning
a region from Sicily and the Maghreb
through Egypt and including the Hijaz
and portions of Syria. At one point he was
also recognised as caliph in Mawsil and the
Yemen. Thanks to the skills of his father’s
appointees, the empire was exceptionally
prosperous, and this allowed the new caliph
to indulge his taste for pomp and a lavish
court life. He retained many of those same
officials who had once served his father,
eventually raising the most talented of
them, Ya‘qiib b. Killis, to the position of
wagzir (in Muharram 368/August 978). In
addition, the vassal-client states to the west,
the Zirids and Kalbids in the Maghreb and

Sicily respectively, as well as a smaller area .
centred around Barqa, continued to send
annual tributes of considerable size. Rela-
tions with the western territories remained
close, even cordial, throughout al-‘Aziz’s
reign, with the exception of an incident
in 376/986 when a renegade da%, sent
from Cairo to recruit troops among the
Kutima, instead declared his own imam-
ate and instigated a local rebellion among
the Kutama against the Zirids. The Holy
Cites of the Hijaz also recognised al-‘Aziz’s
rule, at least nominally, although he was
initially forced to send troops to insure
their compliance.

Of the regions once controlled by al-
Mu‘izz, only Syria held out against his son.
There the Turkish commander Alptakin,
who with his troops had previously es-
caped the internal struggles of various
Bayid factions in Iraq, had taken control
of Damascus in defiance of the Fatmids.
At the accession of al-‘Aziz, Alptakin was
allied not only with Mufarrij b. Daghfal b.
al-Jarrah, the powerful leader of the Tayy,
but also with the Qarmatians of Bahrayn,
whose interests in Syria were by then long
established. Al-‘AZiz dispatched a large
army against this coalition under the com-
mand of Jawhar, his father’s old general
and the conqueror of Egypt. Jawhar fared
poorly, however. The fighting between the
two sides lasted almost seventeen months,
ending with Jawhar besieged in ‘Asqalan,
and having to agree to tribute and a hu-
miliating departure from the city under
the suspended sword of Alptakin. Back in
Cairo he was openly censured but privately
forgiven. Al-‘Aziz took Jawhar’s complaint
to heart about the feebleness of Kutama
Berber troops, the earlier mainstay of the

Fatmid army, against the better equipped

and more skilled Turks and Daylamis,
whose professional training made them
clearly superior.
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