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LEUKE KOME = LAYKAH,
THE ARSIANS =>ASHAB’AL-RASS,
AND OTHER PRE-ISLAMIC
NAMES IN THE QUR’AN:

A WAY OUT OF THE
“TANGLEWOOD”?'

Gerd-R. Puin

he uncertainty of the writing of "al-’Aykah or Laykah in the Qur'an is the

£l point of departure for the present investigation, namely, whether the
Qur’an does not contain still further elements of an extrabiblical saga from pre-
Islamic Midian. The following names will be discussed: Laykah / "al-Hawra'/
Leuke Kome;, ’al-Rass / Arsae;, Yanbu' / Yabbu' / Tubba’ / lambia; "al-Ahqaf /
‘al-a'maq, and Wabar / Banubari.

One group of personal and place-names that are mentioned in the Qur'an
are connected with the so-called Punishment Stories (Straflegenden).? In
these passages the faithful are warned not to neglect the duties of humanity
with regard to God, because were they to do so, they would be destroyed like
certain disobedient peoples in the past. For example:

Then We destroyed them, a complete destruction. And Noal's folk, when they
denied the messengers, We drowned them and made of them a portent for
mankind. We have prepared a painful doom for evil-doers. And (the tribes of)
‘Ad and Thamid,3 and the dwellers in Ar-Rass . . . (sura 25:36-38)*

The folk of Noah denied (the truth) before them, and (so did) the dwellers
at Ar-Rass and (the tribe of) Thamid, and (the tribe of) ‘Ad, and Pharaoh,

335 — 3 67
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Edit. Jane Dammen McAuliffe, Encyclopaedia of the Qur’an,
vol: IV, Leiden 2004, pp. 352-353,

IRCICA 46754

RASS

“sleepers,” quoted in @ 18:18. Western
translations of the Qur’an mention the
term as a name or, in some cases, translate

it as “inscription” (cf. Paret, Der Koran).
Roberto Tottoli
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Rass

~ Boberte Tottol
Term mentioned twice in the Qur’an in
connection with the expression askab al-
rass, “the people of al-Rass”: “We have
prepared for the evildoers a painful chas-
tisement. And ‘Ad (q.v.), Thamad (q.v.) and
the people of al-Rass, and between that,

352

many generations” (Q 25:37-8); “I'he peo-
ple of Noah (q.v.) and the people of al-
Rass, and Thamiid and Pharaoh (q.v.), and
‘Ad and the brothers of Lot (q.v.) cried lies
before them...” (g 50:12). Although there
are no other elements that help clarify who
the people of al-Rass were, the fact that
they are mentioned alongside other ancient
peoples who were punished suggests that
they, too, could have been one of these
peoples (see PUNISHMENT STORIES).
Commentators (sce EXEGESIS OF THE
QUR’AN: CLASSICAL AND MEDIEVAL) as well
as later traditions (see HADITH AND THE
QUR’AN) are at a loss when attempting to
identify this people and the location of the
place referred to as al-Rass. According to
some interpretations, al-Rass is the proper
name of a village, or a reglon between
Najran (q.v.), Yemen (q.v.) and Hadra-
mawt, or a town of the Yamama or the
name of a river (sce PRE~ISLAMIG ARABIA
AND THE QUR’AN; GEOGRAPHY AND THE
QUR’AN). Some other explanations rely
upon the meaning of the term rass as any-
thing having been excavated, such as a pit,

a well or a tomb (Tabari, Tafsy; xix, 14).

The explanation of al-rass as meaning “the

well” is by far the favorite of the exegetes,
and so these people are very frequently
identified as “the people of the well”
(Farra’, Ma‘ani, ii, 268 makes this connec-
tion already in the early Islamic period).
Additional (sometimes contradictory) re-
ports attempt to elucidate whether the well
was near Madyan (see MIDIAN), in Antioch
or in Azerbaijan, and provide narratives
that furnish the background setting of the
story. So it is said that these people of al-
Rass were one of the two peoples to whom
Shu‘ayb (q.v.) was sent (see PEOPLE OF THE
THIGKET), but, since they refused him, were
then punished. It is also thought they may
have been people to whom a prophet de-
scending from Jacob (q.v.) was sent (see

PROPHETS AND PROPHETHOOD; WARNING).
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parts of every spear and arrow in the month of Rajab” (Bukhari, vol. 5, 59, 661 in
http://www.usc.edu/cgi-bin).

79. Regarding the most controversial practices of Rajab and the incessant
struggle of the orthodox scholars against the practices of Rajab, see M. J. Kister,
“*Rajab is the month of God . . " A Study in the Persistence of an Early Traditon,”
reprint in Studies in Jahiliyya and Early Islam, variorum reprints (London, 1980),
pp. 191-223, (XII).

80. M. M. Al-Azami, The History of the Quranic Text, p. 155.

81. See R. Baalbaki, “The Treatment of Qird@’at by the Second and Third Cen-
tury Grammarians,” in A. Rippin, ed., The Quran: Formative Interpretation (Alder-
shot, Brookfield, USA, Singapore, Sydney, 1999), pp. 159-80.

82. See A. T. Welch, “History of the Kur'an after 632, in Encyclopaedia of
Islam (CD-ROM Edition v. 1.0), (Leiden, 1999); A. Jeffery, The Qur’dn as a Scrip-

ture, pp. 96—-103; E. Rezvan, The Qur'an and Its World: VI. Emergence of the Canon,

pp. 13-54.

83. G. Schoeler, Ecrire et transmettre dans les débuts de islam (Paris, 2002),
p. 40: “Abtu Hatim al-Sijistani, et d’autres encore, déconseillaient fortement a leur
disciples de les (mushafiyyiin) prendre comme source de leur conpaissance du
Coran”; M. J. Kister, “La taqra’i l-qur'ana ‘ala l—mushafiyyIn wa-1a tahmilu l-ilma
‘ani 1-sahafiyyin. Some Notes on the Transmission of Hadith,” Jerusalem Studies in
Arabic and Islam 22 (1998): 127-62: “Do not read the Qur'an to people who rely on
Quran codices, and do not carry further the hadith knowledge which you obtain
from people who use scrolls.” For the reluctance to put in writing the text of the Rev-
elation, see S. Noja Noseda, From Syriac to Pahlavi in this volume.
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LEUKE KOME = LAYKAH,
THE ARSIANS =>ASHAB’AL-RASS,
AND OTHER PRE-ISLAMIC

NAMES IN THE QUR’AN:

A WAY OUT OF THE

“TANGLEWOOD”?

Gerd-R. Puin

he uncertainty of the writing of "al-’Aykah or Laykah in the Qur'an is the
[ point of departure for the present investigation, namely, whether the
Qur’an does not contain still further elements of an extrabiblical saga from pre-
Islamic Midian. The following names will be discussed: Laykah / al-Hawra'/
Leuke Kome: 'al-Rass / Arsae; Yanbu' / Yabbu' / Tubba’ / lambia; ‘al-Ahgdf /
‘al-a'mdq; and Wabar / Banubari.

One group of personal and place-names that are mentioned in the Qui'an
are connected with the so-called Punishment Stories (Straflegenden).? In
these passages the faithful are warned not to neglect the duties of humanity
with regard to God, because were they to do so, they would be destroyed like
certain disobedient peoples in the past. For example:

Then We destroyed them, a complete destruction. And Noah’s folk, when they
denied the messengers, We drowned them and made of them a portent for
mankind. We have prepared a painful doom for evil-doers. And (the iribes of)
‘Ad and Thamud,? and the dwellers in Ar-Rass . .. (sura 25:36-38)4

The folk of Noah denied (the truth) before them, and (so did) the dwellers
at Ar-Rass and (the tribe of) Thamud, and (the tribe of) ‘Ad, and Pharaoh,
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