Pl s nall LY
TV bl Ll s 43

Fs y [ Ter gfigff;iﬁff 7 [ % é’

el s odad | allad B gy o cilacas ;<L
ISAM KTP DN. 24598 \44Y &g, o) o



Aka Giind{iz authored forty-nine liter-
ary pieces, including novels, story books,
theatre plays, children’s books, essays, and
open letters to statesmen. His novels pub-
lished during the early years of the Turk-
ish Republic were widely read and used
in school curricula. His major works were
published in large numbers and went
through many editions. Two of his novels
were made into movies.
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‘Ammar, Bant (Libya)

The Ban@ ‘Ammar (or Bana Thabit)
of Libya was a dynasty that ruled the
city of Tripoli in the eighth/fourteenth
century. The dynasty’s founder, Thabit
b. ‘Ammar, a member of the Zakifa
(@ Berber tribe of the Huwwara group)
took power in Tripoli after the assassina-
tion of its ruler, SaTd b. Tahir al-Maztighi.
He was murdered six months later by
Ahmad, the son of Sa%d, who ruled the
city for a short period but was, in turn,
killed in the vendetta of the Ban@i ‘Ammar
in c. 725/1324-5. The inhabitants of
Tripoli then decided to turn the govern-
ment of the city over to Muhammad,
son. of Thabit (c. 727/1326-7), in the
name of the Hafsids (r. 627-982/1229—
1574) and then of the Marinids (r. 614—
869/1217-1465), after their conquest of
Ifriqgiya. After Muhammad’s assassination

‘AMMAR, BANU (LIBYA)

(c. 749/1348?), his son Thabit ruled the
city until its conquest by the Genoese in
755-6/1354-5. The city was sold by the
Genoese to the Banti Makkt of Gabes,
and Thabit and his brother ‘Ammar were
killed, probably in the same year, by the
Awlad Margham, an Arab tribe among
whom they had hoped to find protection.
The survivors in the family fled to Alexan-
dria, where they prospered as merchants.
Their wealth made it possible to charter
Christian ships in Alexandria and gain the
support of the Arab tribes. In 771/1369—
70 Abf Bakr, Thabit’s brother, launched
an attack by sea and land and expelled the
Banii Makki from Tripoli. He ruled the
city for the Hafsids, sending taxes to Tunis
and having the khugha (Friday sermon)
delivered in the name of Abiu 1-‘Abbas
(r. 772-96/1370-94). After Abu Bakr’s
death, in 792/1389-90, his nephew ‘All
(r. 792-800/1389-98), son of ‘Ammar,
succeeded him, but a rivalry with his ¢a%d
(chief of the army), Qasim b. Khalafallah,
who was suspected of supporting another
member of the family, pushed Qasim
to ask the sultan to conquer Tripoli. An
army sent from Tunis besieged the city
in 795/1392-3 and gained the support of
some of the Arab tribes in the surrounding
countryside but could not take the city, as
it was being supplied by sea and perhaps
also assisted by Martin, the king of Sicily
(r. 1392-1409), who sent an embassy to
Tripoli in 795/1393. In 800/1397-8, the
sultan Abu Faris (r. 796-837/1394~-1434)
arrested ‘Ali, replacing him with two of
his nephews, Yahya and ‘Abd al-Wahid.
Abt Faris finally conquered the city in
803/1401, putting an end to the domin-
ion of the Banti ‘Ammar.

The Bant ‘Ammar ruled the city of
Tripoli and sometimes a part of its coun-
tryside (with its Arab tribes) for almost
eighty years. The dynasty’s success was
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: ‘AMMAR, Dan0, a family of kidis who
gm"ﬁ‘il(:d the ?)ﬁ]ntipulity of Tripoli {in Syria) for
forty years preceding the capture of the town by
the Crusaders in soz2/1109.

The first ruler of the family, Amin al-Dawla
Abu Talib al-Hasan b, ‘Ammir, who had been
kadi of the town, declared himself independent
after the death of the Fatimid governor, Mukhtar
al-Dawla b. Bazzal in 462/1070. He made the town
an important intellectual centre and founded a rich
library.

On his death in 464/1072 his two nephews quar-
reled about the succession. Djalal al-Mulk €Ali
b. Muhammad succeeded in evicting his brother. The
authority of Djalal al-Mulk must have been con-
siderable, as he maintained himself for almost
thirty years. In 473/1081 he took Dijabala from the
Byzauntines. He manoeuvred as well as he could
between the Fitimids and the Saldjikids, as Ibn
al-Kalanisi has pointed out: “The towns on the sea,
Tyre and Tripoli, were inthe hands of their kddis
who were their independent rulers. Not satisfied
with renouncing the authority of the amir of the
armies Badr al-Djamali, they tried to obtain the
good will of the Turks by diplcmacy and presents”.

The last ruler, Fakhr al-Mulk ‘Ammar
{brother of the preceding), succeeded in 49/1099,
and for some years withstood the attacks of the
Crusader Raymund of St. Gilles and his successor.
In 501, however, he decided to leave the town in
order to seek help against the Franks. The inhabi-
tants, however, faithful to the Fatimid dynasty,
called in the Egyptians, but in spite of the great
clforts made by the Fatimids, their fleet arrived in
Tyre eight days after the fall of Tripoli. Fakhr
al-Mulk passed first into the service of the Saldjikids,
then of the princes of Mosul, and finally that of the
‘AbbAasid ealiph and died in 512/1118-9.

A fragmentary inscription by Djalal al-Mulk is
cextant, in which his name figures alone. One can
therefore conclude that the Band “Ammar had
detached themselves from the Fatimids and that this
actinn drove them towards the caliphate of Baghdad;
they proceeded, however, with caution, as their
subjects showed “Alid sympathies.

Biblivgraphy: M. Sobernheim, Matériaux
pour un Corpus inscriptionumm arabicarum, Syrie
du Nord, 39 1{{.; Ibn al-Kalanisi, Ta’rikh Dimashk,
arabic text and translations of Gibb and le
Tourneau, index; Wiet, Inscription d'un prince de
Tripoli, Mémorial Henri Basset, i, 279, 84; R.
Grousset, Historre des Croisades, iit, 785; A History
of the rusades, Univ. of Pennsylvania, i, 660,
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‘AMMAR, Dia: wo Band TuAsiT, dynasty
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which ruled 7 H (of the West) 727/1327-

8o3fsquo. It founder, Thabit b, ‘Amimar, a Huw-
wira Berber, died after a rule of a few months, and
During
the reign of Muhammad's son, Thabit, the Genoese
surprised and plundered Tripoli (750/1355); Thabit
wias killed by the neighbouring Arab chiefs with

was suceceded by his o son Mubhammad,

E)
- who&rﬁ he was seeking refuge. In 771/1370 or 772[13%1

Abt Bakr b. Muhammad expelled from Tripoli 7

the governor of the Banu Makki of Kabis (Gabés).
Aba Bakr died in 79:2/r392 and was followed by his
nephew ‘Ali b. ‘Ammair. In 800/1397-8 the Hafsidq
Abi Faris succeeded in arresting ‘Ali whom he
replaced by two members of the same family, Ya
hya b. Abi Bakr and his brother ‘Abd al-Waihid,
On 6 Radjab 803/31 May 1401 Abl Faris captured
Tripoli, imprisoned the brothers and brought to
an end the dominion of the ‘Ammérids.
Bibliography: lbn Khaldin, Hist. des Berb.,
i, 196 ff.; Munadjdjimbashi, ii, 595; R. Brunschvig,
La Berbérie orientale sous les Hafsides, i, 150, 173,
191, 205-7, 212-3, ii, 106 {with further references).
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