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104 CHAPTER 3
Foncepts side by side. The use of traditional analogies in each of his works
1mp.hes that, whilst Abii R&ita is aware of their likely rejection by a Muslim
allld_lence, he seems to feel they are useful for clarification purposes. In the
Risala al-ala he adds biblical evidence along with a response to the accusation

of tahrif, presumably in order to give as full a defence as possible in the face of
Muslim criticism.

CHAPTER 4

‘Ammar al-Basr1 (d.c. 840)

Background

4 7234681

E Biography
i The few available details of ‘Ammar al-BasiTs life and activity are now fairly
o A % well known. Originally placed somewhere between the tenth and thirteenth
ﬁ?ﬁﬁ ol s Qg; * 4 gy} @bl 30 Mﬁ centuries by Georg Graf, who found ‘Ammar’s name last on a list of Nestorian
¢ i scholars after Hunayn Ibn Ishdq (809-873), there is now strong evidence to
g@ f / i:f <O suggest that ‘Ammar actually lived during the early ninth century, thus being a
contemporary of both Theodore Abi Qurra and Abt R#ita. The main piece
of evidence is found in the Fifirist of Ibn al-Nadim (d.c. 995), who, in a list of
works attributed to the early Mu‘tazili scholar Abu al-Hudhayl al-‘Allaf
(d.c. 840) includes one entitled ‘Against ‘Ammar the Christian in Refutation of
the Christians, Kitab ‘ala Ammar al-nasrani, fi-l-radd ‘ala al-nasara! In addi-
tion, a reference found in one of ‘Ammar’s works to “a king of our time who left
his kingdom with all of his soldiers for the Roman lands in pursuit of a woman
in a citadel’? seems to refer to an expedition carried out by the Caliph
al-Mu‘tasim (r. 833-842) in 838. This theory is put forward by Michel Hayek,?
the modern editor of Ammar’s works, and reiterated by Sidney Griffith in his
various writings on ‘Ammar.* Certainly, in terms of the contents of ‘Ammar’s
works, these rough dates would seem to make sense, as will be explored further
in due course.
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Historical Context
If his name and proposed dates of his life are to be accepted, Ammar al-Basrl
™ lived in the city of Basra, close to the seat of the ‘Abbasid dynasty in Baghdad,
the heart of the Islamic Empire. Both cities at this time were flourishing as

Tbn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, p. 204.
2 M. Hayek (ed.), Ammar al-BasrT: kitdb al-burhan. wa-kitab al-mas@’il wa-al-ajwiba, Beirut,
1977, P 38.
3 Ibid.
4 See for example: Griffith, The church in the shadow of the mosque; S. Griffith, ‘Ammar al-BagrTs
Kitab al-Burhan: Christian Kalam in the First Abbasid Century’ in 8. Griffith, 7 he Beginnings
of Christian theology, 145-81; and S, Griffith ‘The concept of al-ugnim in ‘Ammar al-BagtT's
apology for the doctrine of the Trinity’ in S.K. Samir (ed.), Actes du premier congres interna-
tional d’études arabes chrétiennes, Rome, 1982, 169-191.
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the term ‘alma was never associated with
them once they were recognized in main-
stream music milieus and their repertoire

shifted to art music and/or commer-

cial tagafig. The repertoire of lower-level
‘awalims is not as thoroughly documented,
because they were not important for
commercial recording. The Congres de
Musique Arabe du Caire’s 1932 archive
that documents Annisa al-Misgyya’s

traditional group is a rare tesimony of

authentic folk wedding sengs performed
in an archaic rendition.
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The Banii ‘Ammaar were a dynasty
established in 462/1070 by Amin al-
Dawla Abu Tzlib al-Hasan b. ‘Ammar,
gadi of the Syrian coastal city -of Tripoli,

 which had, until then, been ruled by a

Cairo-appointed Fatimid governor. Fol-
lowing a pattern set by others in Fatimid-
ruled settlements in Syria, al-Hasan b.
‘Ammar made himself ruler of the town
upon the death of thee previous governor,
thereby creating a dynasty that was to last
until 502/1109.

The death of this first of the Banf
‘Ammar rulers of Tripoli ondy twe years
later (464/1072) meant that he had lit-
tle time to make his mark on the town,

~although in 458/1067, before he became

the town’s ruler, he was instrumental
in pegotiating a settdement between the
Saljigs-and Fagmids in Syria, thus pre-
venting war. FHis nephew Jalal al-Mulk
“Alf b. Muhammad (d. 491/1099) estab-
lished himself as the next ruler, following
a succession struggle within the fam-
ily. s reign lasted nearly thirty years,
during which he attempted to assert, as
far as possible, his independence—and
that of the town—from the Fatimids in
Cairo. Part of his strategy was to invest
significant funds in religious and cultural
institutions, such as the town’s library,
thereby making Tripol a centre of learn-
ing famous throughout the Levant and
attracting scholars from throughout the
Islamic world.
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