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des contrées musulmanes ou du pays des noirs ne leur en faisaient
gotter ou ne leur donnaient de la farine pour cadeau. »

L’élevage assurait leur subsistance, mais aussi le trafic carava-
nier qui, depuis la fin du 1x® siécle, avait pris un grand développe-
ment dans le Sahara occidental. « Suzerains de rois négres du Sou-
dan, maitres du Sahara atlantique, les Sanhaja au voile furent sans
doute les grands bénéficiaires de ce trafic caravanier, soit en se
faisant transporteurs, soit en percevant sur les caravanes des droits
de passage et de protection, » (H. Terrasse.)

Ces rudes nomades se convertirent & 'islamisme, au 1x® siécle,
et dépensérent leur ardeur de néophytes encore trés ignorants en
guerres saintes contre les négres infidéles, Aprés avoir combattu
sous un chef unique, ils finirent par se diviser pendant plus d’un
siécle, jusqu’au jour ol un émir énergique, Abou-¢Abd Allah Mo-
hammed ibn Tifawat, prit leur direction.

Ien Yasin. — Vers le milieu du xi1© siécle, les Lemtouna et les
Godala, leurs voisins, avaient pour chef le successeur d’Abou-
¢Abd Allah, Yahya ibn Ibrahim el-Godali, qui entreprit, avec des
notables, le pélerinage & la Mekke. A son retour, il rencontra &

- Kairouan un professeur renommé de droit malékite, originaire du
Maroc, Abou-¢Imran el Fasi. Se rendant compte de son ignorance,
il lui demanda un de ses disciples pour enseigner le Coran aux tri-
bus ganhajiennes du désert. Mais aucun des citadins qui entou-
raient le maitre ne voulut précher de si rudes compagnons. Abou-
¢Imran indiqua alors & Yahya un savant marocain de I'extréme
Sous susceptible de trouver un prédicateur compétent et dévoué
parmi ses étudiants. L’'un d’entre eux, ®Abd Allah ibn Yasin,
accepta, en effet, de suivre au Sahara le chef des Lemtouna.

Autant que nous pouvons l'entrevoir a travers le texte d’el-
Bekri, qui fut presque son contemporain, °Abd Allah ibn Yasin
nous apparait comme un curieux personnage : savant au regard des
Sahariens ignorants, mais de la science d'un petit lettré du Sous,
c’est-d-dire pourvu d'un mince bagage, trés amateur de femmes,
incontestablement habile avec cela et doué d’un prestige personnel
qui lui permit a la longue de faire régner parmi les nomades ¢anha-
jiens une discipline rigoureuse établie & coups de fouet : un homme
d’action, un meneur d’hommes plus qu'un doctrinaire. De fait, on
ne saurait parler de doctrine almoravide, Sa prédication commenca
par rebuter les libres nomades, plus soucieux de satisfaire leurs
passions que de s’embarrasser de régles éthiques. Ibn Yasin
décida alors deux chefs Lemtouna et sept notables Godala & fonder,
sous sa conduite, dans une ile d’un fleuve (Niger ou Sénéral ?)
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ou plus probablement dans les tles Tidra, sur la cdte mauritanienne,
entre la baie du Lévrier et le cap Timiris, un couvent militaire
(ribdt) dont les membres, les gens du ribat ou Almoravides (mord-
bitoun) pourraient mencr une vie strictement conforme au malé-
kisme absolu.

Les membres de la communauté se nourrissaient de fruits, du
produit de leur chasse ou de leur péche, et de viande séchée, puis
pilée et recouverte de graisse fondue ou de beurre; ils buvaient pres-
que exclusivement du lait. Sous la rigoureuse direction du chef
spirituel, ils travaillaient, sur le pied d’égalité, au triomphe de
I'Islam. A 'entrée dans la secte, il fallait, aux dires d’el-Bekri,
subir de dures épreuves pour étre lavé de ses souillures. Le buveur
ou le menteur recevaient 80 coups de fouet, le fornicateur, 100.
Parfois méme Ibn Yasin augmentait la dose. Les manquements
au devoir religieux entrainaient des sanctions tarifées : 5 coups
pour le retard 2 la priére publique, 20 pour I'omission d’un des pros-
ternements rituels, mais autant que le désirait le juge, si le coupa-
ble élevait la voix & la mosquée. Pour rattraper les priéres omises
dans le passé, le néophyte était tenu de répéter quatre fois celle de
midi avant la célébration publique.

LEs PREMIERES cONQUETES. — Lo renom de sainteté des Almo-
ravides et la vertu de leur discipline attirérent bientét un millier

’hommes, entrainés a la vie militaire et résolus & imposer par la
force des armes la stricte observance aux incrédules et aux tiédes
musulmans. Ces moines armées soumirent rapidement les tribus
¢anhajiennes. Leur succés groupa bientdt trente milliers d’adeptes,
force inouie en ce pays désertique, fortement décidés a satisfaire,
simultanément, leur ardeur de prosélytisme et de pillage. Ibn
Yasin, qui demeurait le chef religieux des Almoravides mais était
trop habile pour aspirer au pouvoir personnel, pla¢a les troupes
sous le commandement d’un chef Lemtouna, adepte de la premiére
heure, Yahya ibn ¢Omar, qui fit de fructueuses randonnées, au
Nord, dans la vallée de I'Oued Dra, au Sud, dans le Soudan. Bien-
tot il fut appelé a intervenir & Sijilmasa.

La dynastie des Benou Midrar avait été définitivement chassée
du Tafilelt (976-977) par un chef Zenata, vassal du souverain
omaiyade de Cordoue, Khazroun ibn Falfal el-Maghrawi, dont les
descendants se déclarérent indépendants. Des savants, qui subis-
saient les impiétés et les persécutions du souverain de Sijilmasa,
demandérent le secours des Almoravides. Ceux-ci intervinrent
d’autant plus volontiers qu’ils pouvaient ainai satisfaire leur zéle
religicux, assouvir leurs querclles de famille contre les Zénétes
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Représentation tardive (XVII¢ siécle)
de *Abdullih ibn Yasin en docteur de la Loi.
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‘Abdulléh ibn Yasin
et la dynamique conquérante
des Almoravides

Le mouvement almoravide du x1®
siécle constitue 'une des entreprises islami-
ques les plus importantes, sinon la plus
importante, dans I’histoire du continent
africain.

L’on peut rappeler, aprés David Bivar
-et Mervyn Hiskett, que « ’hypothése peut
sérieusement étre envisagée selon laquelle
la connaissance et l'usage de I’écriture
arabe furent introduits dans I’Afrique occi-
dentale sous la dynastie murabit’ (almora-
vide) ; c’est-a-dire aprés la conquéte de
I'ancien Ghéna et 'action d’Abili Bakr ben
*Umar al-Murabit’ dans la région du Ni-
ger entre 471 H./1078 et 475 H./1082. Les
inscriptions de Gao apportent des preuves
sérieuses quant aux rapports bien établis
entre ’Andalousie et la région du Niger
vers I’an 1100, quant a la cohésion égale-
ment de PEtat murabit’® qui comprenait
alors celle-1a et bordait au moins celle-ci ».

Si ’'on envisage I'importance du mou-
vement pour Ihistoire du Maroc, des faits
comme la création de Marrakech et les
coups portés aux chrétiens, mettant ainsi
un terme a la reconquéte de I’Espagne,
permettent de comprendre pourquoi cet
empire fut connu des autorités chinoises et
pourquoi le plus célébre des Almoravides,
Yisuf ibn Tashfin fut loué par un poéte
andalou qui écrivit le panégyrique suivant :
«Un roi qui a I’honneur prestigieux de
descendre de H'imyar / Et s’il y a des lan-
gues pour discuter cette affirmation et pour
murmurer “Berbéres” / Ils sont néanmoins
un peuple, un peuple rassemblé d’abord
par la pratique des vertus / Avant que mo-
destement ils ne se voilent. »
¢ En chrétienté, les Almoravides étaient
a la fois craints et hais, comme en témoi-
gne une allusion dans une chanson frangai-
se anonyme de 1147 environ, intitulée
« Chevalier, mult estes guariz » :

19
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« Chevalier, mult estes guariz

Quant deu a vous fait sa clamu

Des Turcs et dez Almoraviz

Ki li unt fait tels deshenors. »

Jamais, tout au long de leur hi
les Canhaja du Sahara, «les ges
voile» (ARl al-lithdm ou Kel tagil
n’eurent un tel renom, une telle cohés
ne connurent autant de succes militai
pourtant un voile — d’un autre ordr:
doute — recouvre et occulte la biog;
du véritable fondateur du mouvem:
chef charismatique et reformateur.
dullah ibn Yasin. C’est en effet un p.
des plus vagues qui se dégage des aj
contradictoires de sa vie et de son
gnement tels qu'on peut les retrouve
la dans les écrits non exempts de pr.
des auteurs arabes: al-Bakri, le
*Iyad’, Ibn Abi Zar*, Ibn Khaldan
autres. Les faits — mais s’agit-il réell
de faits ?-— peuvent étre interprétés
sement, voire de maniére contradi
La personnalité qu'ils évoquent e
authentique figure saharienne, do
idées et le mode de vie sont caract
ques de nombreux chefs religieux n
ou touareg jusqu'a nos jours. vo
nombreux réformateurs et imam
passé.

Les sources arabes nous apprt
que ‘Abdullah ibn Yasin ibn Mags
quit a la fin du x® siécle dans une tr
Pextréme Sas'! du Maroc : les Gezl
meére s’appelait Ti-n-Izmaren (« cell
béliers ») et elle venait d'une famill:
selon I’historien al-Bakri, avait ses att
principales dans un village qu’il n
Tamamanawt, en bordure du dés:
Ghéana (Sahara). L’emplacement
village est pour le moins incertain.

I. Le Sous.
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donner cette interprétation, en attribuant au nom Murabitun le sens
qu’il avait au XIVe siecle, alors qu’lbn Yasin, d’apres Ibn “Idari,
I’entendait dans son sens initial de lien ou d’attachement i la cause,
conformément aux liens d’adhésion et de fidélité qu'ils manifeste-
rent au cours de cette bataille.

Quelques auteurs modernes ont suggéré de rattacher la dénomi-
nation de Murabifin au fait qu'al-Waggag, suivant al-Tadili, pos-
sédait une €cole malikite, appelée : dar-al-Muribitin (Tasawwuf,
66). Cette interprétation serait déja beaucoup moins farfelue que le
rattachement a un hypothétique ribay ; Il est d'autre part frappant
de remarquer qu'al-Bakri, contemporain des événements, ne dit
mot de ce ribat (forteresse-monastére) ; ce silence nous renforce dans
I'idée qu’il s’agit d’une mauvaise interprétation d’Ibn Abi Zar“.
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CHAPITRE I1I

DEUXIEME PHASE

LA NAISSANCE D’UNE DYNASTIE :
UN IMAM ET UN CHEF MILITAIRE

%;‘\: _ _
1. “ABD ALLAH B. YASIN ET YAHYA B. ‘UMAR
OU L'EXPANSION DES LAMTUNA

a) Conquéte du Dar‘a et de Sigilmassa

Jusqu’a cette époque, les deux grands groupes Sanhaga du
Magrib al-Aqsa : celui du sud, composé des tribus Lamtiina,
Guddila, Massufa, Banu Warit, Lamg et leurs alliés, et celui du
nord, appelé groupe Masmuda, vivaient opprimés entre les Zanita
dominant dans le nord et les Soudanais au sud. ‘Abd Allah b.
Yasin entreprit de briser cet encerclement et d’ouvrir les chemins
de I'expansion aux Murabitun.

En 446 h/1054, connaissant I'énorme contraste qui séparait la vie
dans le Sahara des richesses et de la civilisation du Magrib, et surtout
d’al-Andalus ot il avait vécu, ‘Abd Allah b. Yisin se décida i lan-
cer ses adeptes vers le nord'. Confiant en I'adhésion inconditionnelle
qu'ils lui avaient déji témoignée, ct stir de leur valeur, il leur dit :

« Yous avez combattu et fait triompher la religion de Muhammad.

Vous avez conquis ce qui se trouvait devant vous, vous conquerrez
ce qui est derriere vous. » (Bayan Al, 50)

1. Bakri, 167/315 ; Bayan Ill, 243 ; Bayan Al, 50 : Hulal, 31 ; Berbéres, 1I,
69-71 ; Qirtas, 242-245 ; Kamil, 1X, 618-620 ; Mafahir, 52 ; Almoravides, 65-71.
Nous avons retenu la date fournie par al-Bakri.

Al-Bakri : Description, p. 315 ; 446G h/1054-5.

Ibn al-Atir : Kamif IX, pp. 618-620 : 448 et 450 h/1058-9.

Ibn ‘Idari: Bayan 1lI, p. 243 Bayan Almoravide p.50: 447 h/1055 et 446
h/1054-5,

Ibn Abi Zar®: Rawd al-qirtas, p. 244 : 20 safar 447 h/21 mai.

Mafahir al-Barbar, p. 52 : aptés 400,

Ibn Haldun : Berbéres 11, p. 70 : 445 h/1053-4.
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Printed in Creat Britain

NEW EVIDENCE ON THE LIFE OF ‘ABDULLAH 1.
YASIN AND "' ORIGINS OF THIE ALMORAVID
MOVEMENT

BY M. T. NORRIS

Tue publication in Beirut of the text of the Kitﬁb al-Madarik,! onc of the
masterpieces of the Qadi ‘Iyad of Ceuta, (d. A1, 114932 should prove to
 be of the greatest intercst and value to both Arabists and historians whqse
- field is North African studies. An immense source of biographical material
in Arabic is now accessible, some for the first time.?

Among these biographies is a very short, yet fascinating, entry on the
life and personality of “Abdullah b, Yasin al-Gaziili, the founder of the
Almoravid movement. At first glance one might conclude that little new
is disclosed, but after further consideration several significant facts
emerge, ‘These are deducable not only from what the QAdi “Tyid reports,
and what he considers to be of importance, but, no less valuable, from
what he umits to say. "I'here is here a significant bridge between the account
- of al-Bakri (1067-8) without, it appears, any direct quotation of him,
" and that of Ibn al-Athir (d. 1234).4

Abdullah b, Yasin al-Gazili®

Renowned events and strange episodes and tales are associated with the life
of “Abdullih I, Yasin al-Gaziili, who was the one who both called and founded
the religious body [da‘rea] known as the Almoravids, and who propagated and

" directed their cause and their power when they first came forth [from U.]C
Sahara]. e was originally one of the pupils OE,\/k\ﬂa‘"ij,;,l).,,V;Zalw'%,,,alv.Lam‘li" in
his der which he built in the Siis for the purpose of study and for pious purposes,
and which he calied Dar al-Mirdbitin, One day a man of the G}ld:‘ 3,7 known as

Y Tartih al-madarik wa tagrib al-masdlik li-ma*rifat a'lam madhhab Malik, edited by

Ahrad Rakir Mahmid (Beirut, 1967). i
( *AbU-Fadl “Tyid b, Masi b, Iyid al-Yahsubi al-Sabti, 476/1083-5“/“403 .cf.
- Brockelmann, GAL. 1, no. 369 and L. 1., n, 6oz2-3. The editor of the Beirut edlt’mn
muokes the significant observation in his biography of the Qﬁgli,. 1 and 2, p. 23, that ‘the
Qidli was known for his bins towards the Almoravid state. P'Irr it wog who led th(? revolt

against the Almohads in Ceuta.’ This fact should be borne in mind when assessing the
L nuthenticity of his biography of ‘Abdullih b. Yisin. ) .

?In this period and context there is, for examp];, the blngrazhy of Abii *Imrin a}-

afjami al-Fasi, Tartib al-maddrik, ibid. vols. 3 and 4, pp. 702-6.

Gl} clé. Vincent Montcil, *Al-Bake?, Bull. de I'[FAN, xxx, série B, 1 (1968), 59-64. R. A.
Nicholson, A titerary history of the Arabs (London, 1907), 429—30.

¥ Tartib al-maddrik, 780-z. The edited text is corcupt in places and not always clear,
I am grateful to my colleague Jarir Abai Ilaydar for his opinion and m:_ivnce on t‘hc alter-
native readings 1 have proposced, * Awkdd b, Zalwah al-Lam{i in the‘Bclrut text,

" Guddla for Jazila. Rajul is used in the text and not nny.titlc such as amir to suggest
' aconfusion with Yahyil b, Ibréhim al-Gudali, who is wholly ignored.

"‘ABDULLAH B. YASIN AND ORIGINS OF THE ALMORAVIDS 257

occupied their city Tamisna, The Barghuwata fled before him in their moun-
tains and in their thickets and the a my advanced after them. ‘Abdullah b.
Yasin was left alone with a fow of his companions. A great host [of Barghuwiita)
met him, and he fought them ficrecly. He was martyred, may God have mercy

upon him, ‘I'hat was in the year 450/1058. We have cxpanded his biography
in the Kitah al-Tarikh.1

What the Qadi Iydd has to say both agrees and disagrees with al-
Bakri. Like al-Bakri, Ibn ‘Idhari in his al-Baydn al-mughrib (c. 1312),
and Ibn al-Athir, he does not mention an island retreat to \;};icth,bduHiih

b. Yasin fled when, af ter he had come to the Sahara with Yahya b, Ibrahim_

al-Gudali, his teachings were rejected by the Sanhidja in general and the
Gudalz in particular, ‘The Qadi Iyad parts company with Ibn Abi Zar®
(d. 1326) and Ibn Khaldan (d. 1406), whose accounts in the Rawd al-
Qrrias and Kitah al-“Ibar, despite topographical disagreement, allege an
insular base or retreat, Now with this new source, less than a century after
al-Bakri, their accounts look increasingly improbable.s In my opinjon
the time has come to recognize the key-establishment of a coastal or
riparian ribédt_on an_island, where the chief of the Sanhdja apparcntly
stayed, leaving his society to virtual anarchy on the mainland, as the near-
certain myth it surcly must be. ‘

'There are innumerable sociological, cosmological and popular folk-
tale reasons for the cvolution of this story in the later medieval period.
The number of religious preachers in the region might also have added
to a confuscd picture; there is, for example, onc nameless Moroccan
mystic-preacher. This mystic was known as Abg Wahyd Abi Bake b.
Mahyi al-Sanhaji: o T

I saw him in Marrikush, e had traversed the Orient and other regions. Jle
died in Aghmit Wurika in the year 605/1208-9. He kncw not hie origin and
spoke to none about it. Hewas a pious servant of God, an ascetic {(z@hid) regarding
worldly pleasures. He had nought to do with it and donned not its raiment,
(nor did he cver marry), nor did he betake himsclf to anything of this world,
until he met Almighty God, He stayed in Egypt for cleven years, then he
traversed the country of the Gaziila. Then he went to Nal Lamta, crosscd into
the region of Dukkila and entered the islands of the sea of the furthest Maghrib,
and by him God benefited many people. -

I was told by Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ismatl al-Huwwird who said, ‘I
heard Abii Yahyi al-Sa'ih say—In the islands of the sea of the Maghsib I
found people who knew not Istam. I taught both men and women the belicfs
of Islam and the Shari‘a and its obligations, and I did not leave them until they

¥ Neither the editor of the Beirut edition nor the Encyclopaedia of Islam refer to this
historical text, the discovery of which could be of major importance to an understanding
of the origins of the risc of the Almoravids. The Qadi ‘lyad wrote & history of Ceuta,
This, it acems, was not his only historical work,

" The historical existence of this ‘constructed’ island bheadqunrters has been accepted
as gospel by amongst others, 5. W, Bovill in The Golden Trade of the Moors (Oxford,

1968), 72, and J. Spencer "Lrimingham, 4 history of Islam in West Afriea (Oxlord, 1962),
23.
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went under the name Dar al-Murabitin (‘The House of the Men of the Ribut) was
affiliated to the Malikite doctrine as it was developed in Qayrawan and
contributed towards its propagationamongst the Sanhaja ot southern Moroccoas

well as the Masmuda. Wajaj himself wasa Sanhaja belonging to the Lamta tribe, .

and the scholar whom he sent to the Sahara with the chief of the Guddala,
Abdulla b. Yagin, was also a Sanhaja from the Jazula tribe (Ibn Abi Zar', 1972,p.
123). The dispatch of Lbn Yasin to propagate Islam amongst the Sanhaja of the
Gahara was therefore as much an act of tribal solidarity as it was one of pious

commitment to the faith,

From the moment of his arrival with Yahya b. Ibrahim in the territory of the
Guddala, Tbn Yasin led a rigorous campaign against the practices which he
considered incompatible with the sharra and proceeded to create an organized
Islamic community. He established a public treasury, levied the legally
prescribed “ushr, and followed the shari« norms in the distribution of booty.
Yahya b. Tbrahim scems to have given 1bn Yasin his full support and at his behest
repudiated five of his nine wives. But other Guddala leaders opposed Ibn Yasin’s
attempt at imposing strict religious norms upon them and resented his insistence
on imposing corporal punishment as means of attoncment upon those who
transgressed the law. Their opposition caused him to retreat with a small number
of disciples to a place which cannot be identified. He was joined there by a large
number of disciples from different Sanhaja tribal groups whom he subjugated to
strict religious discipline and moulded into a militant reforming movement. The
name ‘al-Murabitun’, with which Ibn Yasin and his followers became called,
suggests that he viewed his place of retreat as a ribat. The name ‘Almoravid’ with
which the movement is known in European literature, is a Spanish corruption of
the Arabic ‘Al-Murabitun’. When Ibn Yasin emerged from scclusion in 1042, his
former mentor Yahya b. Ibrahim had died, and he allied himself with Yahya b,
‘Umar, chief of the Lamtuna.

“In the first decade of the active history of the Almoravid movement (1042-53)
its aims were restricted to establishing a religio-political community amongst the
Sanhaja in which the ethical and legal principles of Islam were strictly applied.
Ibn Yasin relied on force in consolidating his religious authority amongst the
Sanhajaand, asthe contemporary al-Bakri (1905, pp. 1 69--70) did not fail to note,
he often exceeded what the chari- allowed in his attempt to impose his will upon
the recalcitrant Sanhaja. Because Yahya b, "Umar acted as Ibn Yasin’s army
chief, the Lamtuna came to constitute the core of the Almoravid movement and
its success amounted to a reassertion of Lamtuna political hegemony over the
other tribes. The Guddala, who had at first rejected Ibn Yasin’s religious
leadership, had to accept it after the Almoravids fought and defeated them.

What may account for Ibn Yasin’s success in maintaining the cohesion of his
tribal followers was that, after consolidating his authority amongst them, he
diverted their energics towards restoring their control over the trans-Saharan

%
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v is1 _ ( Awdaghust. It is possible
tl;at IlbnhY:]lsm s ambition would have remained limited to the western Sahara
after he had conquered Sijilmasa and Awdaghust had i cen thi > Zanat:
in Sijilmasa rebelled and f)ut their Almoravit’l govern((l):[t:g[e::}:nl;ht‘:et?;nfzzfglf
ses:tllring their control over Sijilmasa the Almoravids becar;ie engaged }n a
military operation whose aim was to drive the Maghrawa from southern
Morocco -.\_l.rogether. In the consolidation of this aim, Tbn Yasin's own tribal ties
with the Sanhaja of southern Morocco as well as the influence of Wajaj hi
may have played a decisive role. - e
‘“Whiie .Ibn Yasin was leading the second Almoravid campaign against
Sullm-qsu in 1056, Yahya b. “Umar was cngag:éyd‘in war with the Guddala who hqd
sec:edcd from the Almoravid movement. He died in this \x;af and was sucu:cdudas
chief of tl/)c Lamtuna and military chief of the Alymora\yr'idsby'his brother Abu
l);kr b. “Umar. Between 1056 and 1059 the Almoravids were mgdged m
Fonsolidating their control over the rég'ions of Sus and Dra‘a. In 105 they
invaded the territories of Barghawata ihrthcplﬁirﬂls of Tamasna who, as mcn?ioncc)i
above (pp. 52—3) were considered by the Muslims as heretic;. The hardy
Barghawata offered fierce resistance to the Almoravids. Among the large number
of people killed on both sides in this war was Ibn Yasin himself. Abu Bakr, who
became the sole leader of the Almoravids, carried on the Wﬂf against the Ba;‘ ha-
wata u‘nril they submitted and agreed to give up their heretical beliefs Ingthc
following year he led a campaign against the Zanata in northern Mor&;co and
rcachcq as far as Miknasa. Shortly after this campaign he had to return to the
desert 1n order to chastise the insubordmate Guddala and their allies. A few
months before he left for the desert in ro6o Abu Bakr had married a wom;m from
Aghmat called Zaynab, who was the daughter of a wealthy merchant originall
fr‘om Qayrawan, Since she was unwilling to accompany him to the desert hz
dn‘fo‘rced her and commanded her to marry his cousin Yusuf b. Tashfin whorr’l he
left in ?ommand of the Almoravid forces in Morocco. He uppareml): expected
apon his return to recover both his command of the troops and his wife Bth when
he came back a year later, Ibn Tashfin, acting upon Zaynab’s wishes 'refused to
surrender the command to him and, while showing great signs ot1 deference
towards him, he induced him by subtle threats to go back to the desert )
Abu Bukr continued until his death in 1087 to be recognized formally 1s the
supreme head of the Almoravids. But 1t was lba Tashfin who aﬂ'er‘ ‘1061
determined the course of Almoravid history through his military successes in the
Maghrib and Spain. The role which the sources attribute to Zaynab’s i11f1uence
upon the development of Ibn Tashfin’s ambitions must be viewed as a symbolic
representation of the wider cultural influences and material ateractions to which
{l}e Almoravids became exposed in Morocco. After staying for several years in
southern fAoveeco a0 becoming aware of the opportunities that lay bcfo)re them

trade. In 1
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Abstract
Spaniards ang the Istamic Culture

The Islamic conquest of Spain carried with it a new cul-
ture which flourished until it reached the climax in some of
its aspects during some eras of the lslamic Stata in AL-Anda-
lus' The sixth and the seventh centuries of Hijra (the twelfth
and thirteenth centuries A.D.) are considered the brightest
period of Islamic culture in AL-Andalus. This research deals
within this period, with some aspects of thid civilization spe-
cially those aspects dealing with arts, sciences, and philosophy

The effects of the Islamic cuiture on Christian Kingdoms
in Spain was apparent due to its great supremacy over its Sp-
anish counterpart. This is because the Spaniards, for a long
time since the beginning of Islamic conquest, were concerned
with the provision of defence and fighting equipment, buil-
ding castles and fortresses in order to recover the country
from the Muslims. For this reason, the Spaniards did not show
any interest in the sciences, arts, and philosophy except after
several centuries since their contact with the Muslims. When
some Muslim cities fell into their hands, the Spaniards percei-
ved the flourshing Islamic civilization. So they absorbed this
civilization with diligence and zeal, for they were astounded
and dazzled by this civilization as exactly happened to the Ro-
mans when they conquered Greece.

The first element of this research deals with means of
cultural transmission, which were like a bridge upon which
Islamic civilization marched in Spain to the Christian kingdoms
in the north. Among these means were the Mozarabes. These
were Spaniards who studied the Arabic language and islamic
literature, and who remained Christian. These means also
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62/ Abbar — ‘Abd-Allah ben Yisin
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 AS. ABBAR

Cité royale du Tafilalet (Maroc), connue par des mémoires de voyageurs
dont les plus anciens datent des réegnes des sultans chérifiens ‘Abd er-
Rahmane ben HiSam (1822-1859) et Sidi Mohammed ben ‘Abd er-Rahmane
(1859-1873). Les Sorfa possédent & cette époque un grand nombre de ksour
dans le Tafilalet dont le plus important est Abbar. C’est une possession du
sultan qui y entrepose son trésor privé et y loge une partie de sa famille sous
la garde de 500 esclaves noirs,

Les ruines d’Abbar furent retrouvées par D. Jacques-Meunié en 1954, Elle
reconnut trois ensembles distincts, situés 4 2 km a ’est-sud-est de Rissani, le
centre administratif du Tafilalet, lui-méme établi en bordure des ruines de
I'antique Sijilmassa. Ce sont Abbar el-Makhzen, Abbar Moulay el-Mahdi et
Abbar Moulay es-Serif. Abbar el-Makhzen est entouré d’unme premiére
enceinte en pisé, irréguliére, qui délimite une superficie de 5 ha. L’entrée est
constituée d'un corps quadrangulaire construit en pierres sur les deux-tiers
inférieurs ; la porte extérieure s’ouvre sur une galerie en angle droit qui
donne sur une autre porte intérieure. Ces deux portes possédent un décor
mouluré encadrant un arc outre-passé. A Pintérieur, la Kasba est elle-méme
entourée d’une enceinte réguliere de plan rectangulaire. L’entrée, situde au
nord, est flanquée de deux tours carrées, chacune des courtines posséde éga-
lement deux tours et chaque angle en est muni d’une. L’entrée porte un dé-
cor de briques cuites et de plitre alors que les tours qui la protégent, plus an-
ciennes, sont ornées de motifs géométriques en chevrons faits de briques
crues, décor trés commun dans tous les ksour du Maroc méridional.

A lintérieur de la Kasba, une mosquée, un grand et un petit palais, un
pavillon ont été reconnus parmi d’autres monuments ruinés. Sur la porte du
grand palais une inscription mutilée permet de dater sa restauration entre
1786 et 1883. Cette restauration serait 'oeuvre de Moulay ‘Abd er-Rahmane
dans le premier ticrs du XIXe siecle, époque 2 laquelle se rapporte assez bien
le décor des portes de la Kasba et de I’enceinte.

La date de la fondation d’Abbar est inconnue ; elle doit remonter au XVIe
siecle alors que se développe la puissance des Sorfa alaouites. Elle connait une
longue décadence au XVIII¢ siecle puis un renouveau peu durable au début
du XIXe si¢cle et de nouveau la déchéance puis la ruine 2 la fin de ce méme
siécle, :
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E. B.

A9. ‘ABD-ALLAH BEN YASIN AL-GAZULI

« Fondateur de la dynastie almoravide et un des trois principaux apdtres de
P'Islam au Maghreb, avec Sidi ‘Ukba et Moulay Idris I¢r », selon ‘Abd-Allih
Gannun, dans ses « Célébrités Marocaines. »

Vers 1040, le chef de la confédération des Sinhadja, chameliers du Sahara
occidental, Yahia b. Ibrahim, fit le pelerinage 4 La Mecque et, durant son
long voyage, constata avec peine dans quelle médiocrité religieuse vivaient ses
contribules.

A son retour, sur les conseils de I'illustre savant Aba ‘Imrin al-Fasi, il s’a-

ENcYcLoPépi frRaars X, France —{984, s 62766
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Tombeau de Sidi ‘Abd Allah moul I-Gara (oued Korifla, Maroc), d’apres Benachenou.

dressa a Waggag, maitre d’école a Melkis, sur le Ziz,.dgns le royaume zénéte
de Sidjilmassa et lui demanda de désigner un de ses disciples pour apporter la
bonne parole au désert. . . )
‘Abd-Allah ben Yasin, pieux, savant, rigoriste, de la tribu sinhadjienne des
Gazzala*, fut le seul & accepter de partir pour le Sahara atlantiquciof.l, d‘es‘ son
arrivée, il précha I'observance absolue des régles dg I’Islam mg]ckltc. Si lps
Sinhadja au voile, acceptérent trés volontiers d’élargir legrs maigres connais-
sances religieuses et par la méme, de mieux parler arabe, ils se montrérent re-
belles a la réforme radicale des moeurs que voulait leur imposer trés brq-
talement ‘Abd-Allah b. Yisin et d’autant plus vivement, que celui-ci était loin
de précher I'exemple. Tout en affichant le respect d(_:s regles forrpe!les fi’qnc
stricte moralité, il n’en menait pas moins une vie qui les contre‘dllsalt{ si bien
que, a la mort de Yahia b. Ibrahim, le nouveau chef de la Copfcdcratx9n, Ya-
hia b. ‘Umar, ne put empécher ses contribules de piller la maison du rcfor_ma-
teur et de le chasser. ‘Abd-Allah se réfugia alors, en compagnie de Yahia b.
‘Umar et du frére de celui-ci, Aba Bakr, dans le ribdr saharien de N3’ (ou
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Abacha, Sani 3 ;
1943-1998 o
Miliiary'president of Nigeria. 30 rll 2015
Sani Abacha attended primary and secondary school in his
home state of KaNo and then joined the army in 1962. As a
soldier he attended the Nigerian Military Training College
in Kaduna State (1962~1963) and rhen went to England for
further military schooling. Abacha achieved steady promo-

—tions as a .soldier and by the mid-1g80s had entered
Nigeria’s military elite. Tn 1983 he was among those who
overthrew Shehu Shagari, leader of the Second Republic, in
a coup that led to the military rule of Muhammadu Buhari.
In 1985 Abacha participated in a second coup, which
replaced Buhari with General Ibrahim BABANGIDA, who

_appointed Abacha minister of defense in 19g0. As head of
state, Babangida announced that free elections would be
held in the early 1g990s. In 19g3; however, after Babangida
nullified theresults of these belated free elections, Abacha
staged a third coup and ousted his former ally. Once in
power, Abacha dissolved all of Nigeria’s democratic insti-
tuticns, from local governments to the national assembly
and the constitution. He replaced state governors with
military- officers and banned the counmry’s two political
parties. Abacha also began imprisoning and executing
most of his oppesition. Among the long list of people
imprisoned under him were Clusegun OBASAN]JO, a for-
mer Nigerian head of state; Moshood K. O. ABIOLA, the
presumed winner of the 1993 elections; nunrerous human
rights lobbyists; and several journalists. Obasanjo’s vice
president, Shehu Musa Yar’Adua, died in prison in 1997,
and environmental activist and writer Ken SARG-WIWA
was jailed and then executed in 1995. Abacha even impri-
soned his own second-in-command, Oladipo Diya, in
December 19g7. In addition to maintaining a large perso-
nal guard, Abacha employed.plainclothes policemer to
flush out dissenters. Although his image was plastered
everywhere, Abacha himself rarely-appeared in public.
Abacha scheduled elections for August 1998, but months
beforehand all five legal parties nominated him as their
“consensus candidate.” As the election approached,
Abacha used the military and police to break up pro-

democracy demonstrations. Sani Abacha died unexpect-
edly of a heart attack inJure 1g98.

See alsos COLONIAL RULE; NIGERTA.
ERIC BENNETT

Bodallon b, dasia (olerbt)

Abd Allah-ibn Yasin
died 10592
Islamic scholar and one of the founders of the Almoravids
movement; also known as Abdullah b. Yasin al-Gazuli and
Abdallah ibn Rasin.
The ALMORAVIDS movement of Abd Allah ibn Yasin con-
quered parts of northwestern Africa and later Spain during
the eleventh and twelfth centuries and converted the.
defeated populations to Malekite (Maliki) Sunni Islam.
Little is known of Abd Allah ibn Yasin’s life prior to 1035,
when as a student he was visited by a Sanhadja BERBER
chieftain and invited to return home with him to teach his
people the true faith of Islam. A devout Muslim, Abd Allah
ibn Yasin was scandalized by the lax and immoral practices
of the Sanhadja Berbers. He encouraged them to convert to
Malekite Sunni Islam, imposing a strict interpretation of
Qur'anic law. Eventually he even restructured the Berber’s
military to conduct jihads (holy wars) in accordance with
the Qur'an. By Io41, however, the Berber chieftains
resented the religious scholar’s rule and sent him away.
Abd Aliah ibn Yasin and a group of followers spentayear at
a coastal ribat (religious retreat) and then returned and
launched a series of attacks on Berber communities, mark-
ing the beginning of the Almoravid movement. Under Abd
Allah ibn Yasin, the Almoravids conguered the Gadala,
Lemtuna, and Messufa Berber clans in the southern part
of present-day MOROocco and brought Islam to the king-
dom of Ghana. They also captured several important
Saharan market towns, such as Aoudaghost and-
Sijilmasa. In 1059 Abd Allah ibn Yasin died in a battie
against Gadala Berbers. He was succeeded by Abu Bakr
ibn Omar and his cousin Yousuf ibn-Tasfin, who led the
movement throughout Morocco and into northern Spain.

See also GHANA, EARLY. KINGDOM OF; SAHARA.
ELIZABETH HEATH
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