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‘ABD'ALLAH IBN IBAD AND THE ORIGINS OF THE IBADIYYA!

Wilferd MADELUNG — Oxford

‘Abd Allzh b. Ibad, a Bagran of thé}‘, Banii Sa‘d of Tamim, is the epony-
mous founder of the Khariji Ibadiyyalsect according to the general histori-
cal tradition and Sunni heresiography. According to the historical sources,
Tbn Ibad was among the group of Khiriji activists from Bagra who, under
. the leadership of Nafi‘ b. al-Azraq, went to Mekka in 63/683 to defend the
- oo 09 < i asylant ‘Abd Allzh b. al-Zubayr in the sanctuary against the assault of the
Syrian Umayyad army under Husaynzb. Numayr, When the Umayyad siege
collapsed after the death of the caliph Yazid, the Basran Kharijis ques-
: tioned ‘Abd Allah b. al-Zubayr about his political views and, as he refused
to dissociate himself from the caliph “Uthmz'{n, abandoned him to return to
Basgra. There the Umayyad governor ‘Ubayd Allah b. Ziyad imprisoned
them, including Tbn Ibad. “Ubayd Ajréh b. Ziyad, however, quickly lost
control over the town, and the Khariji prisoners were set free. The more
militant among them were not inclined to accept the new governor chosen
by the people of Basra themselves ar“ld left the town in open revolt for al-
Ahwaz, again led by Nafi‘ b. al- Azraq From there Nafi‘ sent a Jetter to

those Khirijis who stayed behind in ﬁasra inviting them to join him in his
HADDE Y& lwilabuin j f;ww hijra and chiding them for staying in the town, whose inhabitants were
Q@;NM W [171 i polytheists (musshrikiin) like the Mekk‘an and other opponents of the Prophet
in his time. Among those who responded and repudiated his charges was
‘Abd Allzh b. Tbad, who declared that their compatriots were not infidels
by polytheism since they professed be‘;hef in the single God and upheld the
prophethood of Muhammad, but rathier they were infidels by ingratitude,
negation of God’s bounty (kuffar ni ‘ma). For this reason, he argued, it was
licit for the faithful to live among the%‘m.

According to the account of the Ktifan historian Abti Mikhnaf (d. 157/
774), which is probably the earliest one extant, Ton Ibad on that occa-
sion also disagreed with ‘Abd Allﬁhi b. al-Saffar, the alleged founder of
: the Sufriyya sect, who espoused aq‘ intermediate position between Ibn
£ Ibad’s and Ibn al-Azraq’s views? According to al-Mada’'ini’s account,

Abdullon - b2

! In memory of T. Lewicld for his hfelong devotion to Tbadi studies.
¥ Al-TaBARL, Ta'r thh al-rusul wa I- muluk ed. T M. de Goeje et al., Leiden, 1879-1901,
10, p. 519.
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<Abd Allah b. Ibad and the Origins of the Ibadiyya

Abd Allah b. Tbad has for long been considered by both the Sunni and Tbadi
historical tradition as the founder of the badiyya sect in the split of the early
Khariji moverment in the time of the second Fitna. In recent studies, NOWEVET:
his role at that time has been seriously questioned and even his existence has
been doubted. In the present paper it will be argued that he was in fact active
only in the Jate Umayyad and early Abbasid age and that he deviated to some
extant from the teaching of Abl “Ubayda Muslim b. AbI Karima, who was
recognized as the Tmam by the majority of the sect. He was viewed as its
founder first by his opponents and only centuries later in the sect itself.
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IBAD ibn-, ‘ABDULLAH, theologian (VIIth cent.) emphasizing the
purely spiritual aspects of the Kharijite* ideology but refuting its polit- | \
ical radicalism and strongly condemning the sanguinary excesses in its i !
wake. Following the Kharijite doctrine within these limits ibn-Ibad :
stood for the strict observance of the religious law and the moral code [
enjoined by the Koran. His teaching became the basic principle of one
of the moderate Kharijite sects which has survived under the name of
Ibddiyah or Abadiyah (Ibddites* ).
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267 MADELUNG, Wilferd.
origins.of the Ibadiyya. Authority, privacy and public
order in Islam: proceedings of the 22nd Congress of
L'Union Européenne
! Cracow, Poland 2004. Ed. B-Michalak-Fikulska-and
U A.Pikulski. Leuven: Peeters, 2006, {Crientalia
Lovaniensta Analecta, 148), pp.31-57.
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Mondes Musulmans ef de la Méditerranée, 132 (2012) .
37-43. _ [On the letter to the Umayyad Caliph ‘Abd At
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