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YENICERI OC

VAKA-

THE JANILSSARY COR

G VE

PS AND THE VAKA-I

prOF. DR. ABDULKADIR OZCAN

Kurulug yillarinda Osmanli Devleti'nin diizenli
askert birlikleri yoktu. Osman Gazi déneminde
eli silah tutanlar savasa katlir, muharebe bitince
herkes iginin bagina dénerdi. Bunlarm tamami
gonlillii ve atli stattisiindeydi. Yaya ve miisellem
(atli) adiyla bilinen ilk diizenli birlikler, kardesi
Alaeddin Ali Bey'in tavsiyesiyle Orhan Gazi
déneminde kuruldu. Sadece sefer ve savas
zamanlarinda ticret alan bu gegici birlikler de
ihtiyaca kafi gelmeyince, ulemadan Candarh
Kara Halil'in teklifiyle I. Murad zamaninda
daimi askert birliklerin kurulmasi sz konusu
oldu ve Edirne’nin fethinin ardindan Yenigeri
Ocagi teskil edildi. Roma Imparatorlugu’nun
dagilmasindan sonra Avrupa’da yiizyillarca
diizenli birlikler kurulamamigti. Hammer'in
ifadesiyle, “bu yenilik sonuclart bakimindan top
barutunun kesfinden bin kat daha dehsetli sonug
vermistir” (Devlet-i Osmaniyye Tarihi, 1, 139).

Asker anlamindaki “ceri” kelimesinin bagina
getirilen “yeni” kelimesinin ifade ettigi gibi, yeni
ceri Osmanli Devleti'nin daimi hassa askeri
sintft oldu. Devletten ultife (mevacib) adiyla ti¢
ayda bir maag alan bu ziimrenin esasini 6nceleri
savas esirlerinden sartlari elverisli olanlar tegkil
etti. Cikartilan Pengik Kanunu'na gére bu
gencler 6nceleri cok kisa bir egitimden sonra
yeniceri yapiliyordu. Ancak bunun bazt
sakincalari gortiliince, bir stire Tiirk kayli
ailelerinin yaninda ¢aligip Tiirk-Islam adet ve
geleneklerini 6grendikten sonra asker

When the Ottoman State was first established
there was no regular army. In the era of Osman
Gazi those who could hold weapons would join
the battle; when the battle finished they would
return to their normal occupations. This was a
totally volunteer force and they were on
horseback. Two organized troops, known as the
yaya (infantry) and the miisellem (horseback)
were established in the era of Orhan Gazi, on
the recommendation of his brother Alaeddin
Ali Bey. When these temporary troops, who
only received pay during campaigns and battles,
proved to be insufficient during the reign of
Murad [ the establishment of a permanent
milirary force was discussed, on the suggestion of
Candarh Kara Halil of the ulama; after the
conquest of Adrianople the Janissary Corps was
organized. After the collapse of the Roman
Empire, a regular army had not been established
in Europe for centuries. In the words of
Hammer, “This innovation was a thousand
times more terrifying than the discovery of
gunpowder from the aspect of its results”
(Devlet-i Osmaniyye Tarihi, 1, 139).

. As the word yeni (new), placed in front of the

word ¢eri, which means soldiers,
(Yeniceri/Janissary) implies the Janissaries were
the permanent imperial soldiers of the Ottoman
State. This class, which received an ulufe
(mewvacib), a three-monthly salary, was formed
from suitable prisoners who had been captured



yapilmalari uygun goriildi. Bu da yetersiz
kalinca, bir siire Acemi Ocagr'nda egitildikten
sonra yenigeri olmalart uygun goriildii. Savag
esirlerinin yetmemesi tizerine Yildirim Bayezid
veya daha agirlikli olarak Celebi Mehmed
zamanindan itibaren “devsirme” adiyla bir bagka
uygulamaya gecildi. Islam devletlerinden ilk defa
Osmanlilarda uygulanan ve eski Islam
devletlerinin gulam sistemi icinde gelisen bu
uygulamanin esasini, yine bir yasa gercevesinde
toplanan Osmanl tebaasi Hiristiyan ailelerin
cocuklart olusturuyordu. Tamamen ihtiyagtan
kaynaklanan bu sistemle genellikle biiltig
cagindan énce toplanan Hiristiyan ailelerin
cocuklarinin iizerlerindeki sert cizye vergisi
diigtirtiliiyordu. Devsirilen cocuklar yine bir siire
Tiirk ¢iftci ailelerinin yaninda hizmetten ve
Acemi QOcagi'ndaki egitimden sonra “kapiya
citkma” adiyla kapikulu askeri yapiliyordu.
Dogrudan padisahin sahsina bagh hassa
birliklerinin en 6nemli sinifi olan yeniceriler
orta ve béliik adli birimlerden olusan ocak
seklinde teskilatlanmuslardi. “Aga” unvaniyla
anilan kumandanlari kendi aralarinda hiyerarsik
bir diizene tabi idiler. En biiyiik zabit (subay)leri
yeniceri agast olup, bu kisinin zamanla
veziridzamliga kadar yiikseldigi bilinmektedir.
Yeniceri agast ocak iglerini “Aga Divan1” adiyla
topladigi askeri mecliste goriisiir ve ¢oziimler;
onemli meseleleri ise Divin-1 HimAyun'a arz

ederdi.

iger kapikulu askerleri gibi kendilerine mahsus
kiyafetleri olan yenigerilerin iaseleri kendilerine
aitti. Bunu uliife (mevAcib) adiyla ti¢ ayda bir
verilen maaslarindan kargilarlardi. Yaya
olduklarindan silahlart hafif tiirdendi. Tiifegin
icadindan sonra da bu silahi kullanmuslardir.
Diger hassa kuvvetlerinden cebeci, topgu,
arabact, kismen humbaraci ve lagimer gibi yaya
birlikleri ile atli stattisiindeki sipah, silahdar,
uliifeciyan ve gureba boliikleri arasinda gerek
sayica gerekse niifuz bakimindan daha etkili bir
konumu olan yenigerilerin meveudu zaman
icinde 10 bin ile 40 bin arasinda degismis, hatta
IV. Mehmed'in ilk saltanat yillarinda 200 bine
yitkselmistir. XV. ve XVL. yiizyillarda kazanilan
zaferlerde 6nemli rol oynayan yeniceriler, ddeta
savaslarin kaderini belirleyen bir gii¢
olmuslardir. Bari zamanlarinda Istanbul’da Eski
ve Yeni Odalar diye anilan kiglalarinda oturur,
savag talim ve sporlari yapar, Istanbul'da asayisi
saglar ve yangin sondiirme hizmetlerini ifa
ederlerdi. Kurulug ve Fatih Sultan Mehmed

in battle. According to the Pengik Law, these
youths would first undergo a short training
program and then be made into Janissaries.
However, when some problems with this system
were observed, it was thought that it would be
better if these youths worked for a Turkish
family in the village and learn the Turkish-
Islamic traditions and habits before being
transformed into soldiers. When this was not
sufficient, it was then decided to train them in
the Acemi Corps for a while and then let them
become Janissaries. When the prisoners of war
were not enough, for example, in the reign of
Yildirim Bayezid, or more so, during the reign of
Celebi Mehmed, another practice, known as
devgirme was implemented. This basis of this
practice, first practiced in the Ottomans of the
Islamic states, was actually developed as an
extension of the gulam system in ancient Islamic
states; the children of Ottoman subject
Christian families were gathered under the
framework of a new law. With this system,
which was the direct result to a need, the
children of Christian families would be taken,
generally before puberty; these families were
exempt from the jizye tax. The devsirme children
would again serve a Turkish farming family and
receive training in the Acemi Corps; then they
would be made into kaptkulu (soldiers directly
under the sultan’s command) known as kapiya
gtkma. These imperial troops, the Janissaries, the
most important class of troops that were directly
affiliated wirh the sulran, were organized into a
corps that consisted of divisions known as orta
(center) and béliik (troops). Their commanders,
referred to as aga (agha), were subjected to their
own hierarchy. The most important officer was
the Janissary agha, and this person could rise to
as high a rank as grand vizier. The matters of
the Janissary agha guild would be discussed and
solved in the military council that gathered
under the name of the aga divani; important
matters would be then be presented to the
Imperial Council.

Like the other kapikulu soldiers, the Janissaries,
who had their own particular uniforms, were
responsible for their own provisioning. They
mer this need from their salary, known as the
mevacib, which was given them every three
months. After the invention of the rifle, the
Janissaries started to use this weapon. Greater in
number and influence than the other imperial
forces — the cebeci, topcu, arabact (artillery), and
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donemlerinde niifuzlu ue beylerine kargt
padisahin otoritesini temsil eden yeniceriler,
daha sonra eyalet kuvvetlerine karsi da
kullanilmuslardir.

XV. yiizyildan itibaren ara sira isyan olaylarina
karisan yeniceriler ¢ogu zaman da baz devlet
ricalinin kiskirtmasiyla siyasete bulagmus,
padisahlar tahtlarindan etmis, hatta katillerine
sehep olmuglardir. Mesela, I1. Mehmed'in ilk
saltanati yillarinda gortiniirde ayar diigiik para
meselesinden Edirne'de ¢ikan ilk yenigeri
ayaklanmasi olan Buguktepe Vak’asi'min,
Veziridzam Candarli Halil Pasa’'nin tahrikiyle
meydana geldigi, bilinen bir gercektir. Daha
sonra yine bu padisahin ikinci saltanatinda
yenigeriler yine para, fakat bu kez bahsis
meselesinden dolayr ayaklanmiglardir. 1451
ytlinda patlak veren bu hadisede Sultan Fatih
firari yenigerileri cezalandirip agalarini gérevden
almak gibi sert bir tavir takinirken, kendisine
sadik sekbanlar yenigerilere dihil edip yenigeri
agaligini sekbanbagiya vererek ocak iizerindeki
otoritesini saglamlastirmistir. Bu hiikiimdar
zamaninda batiya ve doguya yonelik seferlerin
sikhigindan bikan yenigeriler tepkilerini Cem
Sultan yerine Sehzade Bayezid'i tercih ederek
gostermiglerdir. Sultan I1. Bayezid de
yenigerilerin niifuzunu kirmaya devam ederek,
yeniceri agasinin aga boliklerinden tayinine
dzen gOstermistir.

Yenigeriler Yavuz Sultan Selim’in ciilisunda,
sertligine ragmen onu desteklediler. fran
seferinin uzamasini bahane ederek sefer
esnasinda isyana kalkigtilarsa da, bu padisahin
tesirli nutkuyla sakinlestiler. Sefer doniisiinde
isyana dahli bulunan bazi vezir ve ricalin
cezalandinildigi malumdur. Kanuni Sultan
Siileyman zamanindaki ayaklanmada da yine
bazi miifsitlerin midahaleleri sz konusudur.

Bu padisahin son zamanlarinda biiyiik sehzade
Mustafa’dan yana tavir sergileyen yeniceriler,
Sadrazam Riistem Paga'yi azlettirmislerdir.
Sehzade Bayezid ve Selim’in saltanat
miicadeleleri esnasinda tagradan “yevmli” adiyla
ticretli asker yazmalari iizerine yenigerilerin
Anadolu'da asayisi saglamakla
gorevlendirilmeleri s6z konusu olmustur. Ayrica
bazi tagra idarecilerinin 4si sehzadelerden yana
olmalart karisikliklar arteirmas, bu gelismeler
tizerine yeniceriler muhafiz olarak tagraya
gonderilmeye baglanmigtir. Bir siire sonra Celali
Isyanlar’nin da baslamasiyla Anadolu’daki

some of humbarah and lagimei (bombardiers) and
the cavalry status troops, the sipah, silahdar,
wlitfeciyan and gureba troops — the Janissaries had
a more effective position, and consisted of
between 10,000 and 40,000 men, reaching as
many as 200,000 in the rule of Mehmed V. The
Janissaries, who played an important role in the
victories of the 15t and 17% centuries, became
a power that determined the fate of battles. In
times of peace they would sit in the barracks,
known as the Eski and Yeni Odalar (New and
Old Rooms), train and do sports, as well as
ensuring public order in Istanbul and putting
out fires. The Janissaries represented the sultan’s
authority against the influential uc bey (marche
lords) during the establishment of the state and
the rule of Sultan Mehmet 1, and later were
used against the provincial powers.

rom the 15% century on the Janissaries, who
meddled in the occasional rebellions, became
involved in politics, enflamed by some statesmen,
and removed sultans from the throne, even
causing their murder. For example, the
Buguktepe Incident, the first Janissary revolt,
which occurred in Edirne during the first reign
of Sultan Mehmed II due to currency that was
underweight, occurred at the instigation of
(Candarh Halil Pasha. Later, in the second reign
of this sultan, the Janissaries revolted once again
over money, this time on the martter of bahsis
(gratuities). In this event, which exploded in
1451, not only did Sultan Mehmed 11 display a
harsh reaction, punishing those Janissaries who
had fled and removing their agha from his post;
he also placed his own faithful sekbans in the
Janissaries and gave the post of Janissary Agha
to his own sekbanbanbagt, ensuring his authority
over the corps. The reaction of the Janissaries,
who had been wearied by the constant campaigns
to the east and west during the rule of this
sultan, was displayed in their preference for
Sehzade Bayezid over Cem Sultan. Sultan
Bayezid Il continued to chip away at the
influence of the Janissaries, showing care in the
appointment of aghas from the troops to the
post of Janissary agha.

The Janissaries supported the ascension of Yavuz
Sultan Selim, despite his severity. Even though
they rebelled on the pretext of the extension of
the Iranian campaign, they were calmed by rhe
effective speech of this sultan. On the return
from the campaign some viziers and statesmen
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donemlerinde niifuzlu uc beylerine karst
padisahin otoritesini temsil eden yeniceriler,
daha sonra eyalet kuvvetlerine karsi da
kullanilmiglardir.

XV. yiizyildan itibaren ara sira isyan olaylarina
karigan yenigeriler ¢cogu zaman da baz devlet
ricalinin kiskirtmasiyla siyasete bulagmus,
padigahlan tahtlarindan ermis, hatra katillerine
sebep olmuglardir. Mesela, 1. Mehmed'in ilk
saltanat yillarinda goriiniirde ayar diisiik para
meselesinden Edirne'de ¢ikan ilk yeniceri
ayaklanmasi olan Buguktepe Vak’as’'nin,
Veziridzam Candarli Halil Paga'nin tahrikiyle
meydana geldigi, bilinen bir ger¢ektir. Daha
sonra yine bu padisahun ikinci saltanatinda
yeniceriler yine para, fakat bu kez bahsis
meselesinden dolayr ayaklanmiglardir. 1451
yilinda patlak veren bu hadisede Sultan Fatih
firari yenicerileri cezalandinip agalarini gérevden
almak gibi sert bir tavir takinirken, kendisine
sadik sekbanlari yenicerilere dihil edip yenigeri
agaligini sekbanbagiya vererek ocak iizerindeki
otoritesini saglamlastirmigtir. Bu hitkiimdar
zamaninda batiya ve doguya yonelik seferlerin
sikhgindan bikan yenigeriler tepkilerini Cem
Sultan yerine Sehzade Bayezid'i tercih ederek
gostermislerdir. Sultan 11. Bayezid de
yenigerilerin niffuzunu kirmaya devam ederek,
yenigeri agasinin aga boliiklerinden tayinine
Gzen gostermiseir.

Yenigeriler Yavuz Sultan Selim’in ciiltsunda,
sertligine ragmen onu desteklediler. Iran
seferinin uzamasini bahane ederek sefer
esnasinda isyana kalkisularsa da, bu padisahin
tesirli nutkuyla sakinlegtiler. Sefer dénistinde
isyana dahli bulunan bazi vezir ve ricalin
cezalandinildigi malumdur. Kanuni Sultan
Siileyman zamanindaki ayaklanmada da yine
bazi miifsitlerin mtidahaleleri séz konusudur.

Bu padisahin son zamanlarinda biiyiik sehzide
Mustafa’dan yana tavir sergileyen yeniceriler,
Sadrazam Riistem Paga'y1 azlettirmislerdir.
Sehzade Bayezid ve Selim'in saltanat
miicadeleleri esnasinda tagradan “yevmlii” adiyla
ticretli asker yazmalan iizerine yenigerilerin
Anadolu’da asayisi saglamakla
gorevlendirilmeleri stz konusu olmustur. Ayrica
bazt tagra idarecilerinin asi sehzadelerden yana
olmalan kangikliklart arttirmig, bu gelismeler
iizerine yenigeriler muhafiz olarak ragraya
gonderilmeye baglanmugtir. Bir siire sonra Celali
Isyanlari’nin da baglamasiyla Anadolu'daki

some of humbaract and lagimei (bombardiers) and
the cavalry status troops, the sipah, silahdar,
ulfifeciyan and gureba troops — the Janissaries had
a more effective position, and consisted of
between 10,000 and 40,000 men, reaching as
many as 200,000 in the rule of Mehmed IV. The
Janissaries, who played an important role in the
victories of the 15t and 17t centuries, became
a power that determined the fate of battles. In
times of peace they would sit in the barracks,
known as the Eski and Yeni Odalar (New and
Old Rooms), train and do sports, as well as
ensuring public order in Istanbul and putting
out fires. The Janissaries represented the sultan’s
authority against the influential uc bey (marche
lords) during the establishment of the state and
the rule of Sultan Mehmet 11, and later were
used against the provincial powers.

rom the 15t century on the Janissaries, who
meddled in the occasional rebellions, became
involved in politics, enflamed by some statesmen,
and removed sultans from the throne, even
causing their murder. For example, the
Buguktepe Incident, the first Janissary revolt,
which occurred in Edirne during the first reign
of Sultan Mehmed 11 due to currency thar was
underweight, occurred at the instigation of
Candarli Halil Pasha. Later, in the second reign
of this sultan, the Janissaries revolted once again
over money, this time on the matter of bahsis
(gratuities). In this event, which exploded in
1451, not only did Sultan Mchmed 1l display a
harsh reaction, punishing those Janissaries who
had fled and removing their agha from his post;
he also placed his own faithful sekbans in the
Janissaries and gave the post of Janissary Agha
to his own sekbanbanbasi, ensuring his authority
over the corps. The reaction of the Janissaries,
who had been wearied by the constant campaigns
to the east and west during the rule of this
sultan, was displayed in their preference for
Sehzade Bayezid over Cem Sultan. Sultan
Bayezid 11 continued to chip away at the
influence of the Janissaries, showing care in the
appointment of aghas from the troops to the
post of Janissary agha.

The Janissaries supported the ascension of Yavuz

Sultan Selim, despite his severity. Even though
they rebelled on the pretext of the extension of
the Iranian campaign, they were calmed by the
effective speech of this sultan. On the return
from the campaign some viziers and statesmen
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who had been involved in the rebellion were
punished. In the reign of Sultan Siileyman there
were some seditious events, even though there
were no rebellions. In the last years of this
sultan’s rule the Janissaries, showing support for
the older son Mustafa, caused the dismissal of
the grand vizier Riistem Pasha. During the
struggles of the sultanates of Sehzade Bayezid
and Selim, paid soldiers who were employed by
the day and were known as yevmlii were sent to
Anatolia along with the Janissaries to ensure the
peace. Moreover, some provincial administrators
increased the instigation, siding with the
rebellious sehzades; in response to these
developments the Janissaries started to be sent
to the provinces as guards. Some time later,
with the start of the Celéli Rebellion, the
Janissaries existence as guards in Anatolia
continued and took on a permanent state.

Big the ascension of Selim 11 the missing

te bahgis resulted in the rebellion of the
anissaries, and even the yevmlii and Janissaries
in Anatolia, who had been banned from entering
Istanbul, marched on Istanbul; even though this
situation was rectified, it brought an end ro the
authority of the sultan over the soldiers. This
sultan and his son, Murad 111, did not lead the
army in any campaign, thus losing their authority
over the soldiers. At this time the young and old
who were unmarried increased in the Janissary
Corps, and they had ceased to obey; the
disturbances continued and increased, and the
same situation in the provinces affected the
banned Janissaries. There was a relaxing of the
devsirme practice, but because soldiers were
needed, the conscription of irregular soldiers
imcant that the influence of the corps increased;
e treasury was greatly damaged in connection
yith this. These untrained Janissaries were not
ticcessful in any battle. The Janissaries, pawns
n the rivalry between some statesmen, took on
the nature of a faction. The unwillingness and
lack of discipline of the Janissaries, who
displayed their first serious failure during
Mehmet III's Battle of Mezéhkeresztes,
increased even more during the Battle of Hotin.

Sultan Osman 1I's idea to gather soldiers from
Syria to establish a new army caused rea
rehelhqn

Yenigeri Kepgecisi
The Janissary Kepgegisi
{Heirudcsi)



yenigeri miifrezelerinin varligi devam etmis ve
kalict hale gelmistir.

1I. Selim'in ciiliisu sirasinda bahsislerin eksik ve
geg verilmesi, yenigerilerin isyani, hatta
Anadolu'daki “yevmlii”lerin ve yasakci
yenigerilerin Istanbul’a yiiriimesiyle
sonuglanmus; bu telafi edilmigse de, padisahin
asker iizerindeki otoritesi sona ermistir.
Dolayisiyla bu padisah ve oglu I11, Murad
ordusunun baginda hicbir sefere katilmamus,
boylece asker tizerindeki otoritelerini
kaybetmislerdir. Bu arada yashs: ve genciyle
evlenmelerin arttigi Yenigeri Ocagi’'nda, itaatin
de kalmamasiyla bozulmalar artarak siirmiis, ayni
durum tagradaki yasakei yenigerilere de sirayet
etmigtir. Devgirme uygulamasinin tavsamasi,
fakat askere olan ihtiyag yiiziinden “kul oglu” ve
“kul kardesi” adlan alunda yapilan usulsiiz asker
adayr alimlart ocak niifusunu ¢ok arttirmig, buna
bagli olarak da hazine biiyiik zarar gormdstiir.
Bu talimsiz yenigeriler savaslarda hicbir bagan
gosterememislerdir. Bazi devlet ricali arasindaki
rekabete de alet edilen yeniceriler, adeta bir
hizip haline gelmiglerdir. I1I. Mehmed'in
Hagova Savasi’nda ilk ciddi basarisizhik érnegini
gosteren yenigeriler, II. Osman'in Lehistan
(Hotin) Seferi'nde ise isteksizlik ve
disiplinsizliklerini daha da arttirmuglardir.

Sultan Osman’in Suriye taraflarindan
toplayaca@ askerlerle veni ordu kurma diisiincesi
Istanbul’da biiyiik bir yenigeri ayaklanmasina
sebep olmug ve padisah feci sekilde
oldiriilmistiir. O zamana kadarki yeniceri
ayaklanmalarinin en biiyiik ve kanlisi olan bu
hadise iizerine Anadolu'da I1. Osman’in kanin
dava eden ayaklanmalar ¢ikmugtir. Ote yandan
yeniceriler de kendilerini bu yola sevk
edenlerden hesap sormaya baglamislardir.

XVIL asrin ilk yarist Yenigeri Ocagi'nin tam bir
coziilme devri olmus, sik ciilGslar ve sadrazam
degisiklikleri hazineyi sarsmigtir. Bu bozulmalara
paralel olarak siydsetnime veya nasihatnime
tiirlinde cesitli eseler kaleme alinmigsa da
bunlarin hepsi geleneksel ¢oziimler tizerinde
durmustur.

Sultan IV. Murad'in fiilen idareyi ele
almasindan sonra kendisinin ve baz
sadrazamlarinin yeniceri sayisini azaltmaya
yonelik tesebbtisleri olmugsa da beklenen sonucu
vermemigtir. Bu padisahin son ve Sultan
[brahim’in ilk sadrazami olan Kemankes Mustafa

death of Osman Il in Anatolia. On the other
hand, the Janissaries started to question those
who had dispatched them to this place. In the
first half of the 17th century the Janissary Corps
entered an era in which they completely
disintegrated, and the treasury was rocked by the
frequent ascensions and changes in grand vizier.
In parallel with these disruptions, even though a
variety of experiments in the form of siydsetndame
or nasthatndme were written, these concentrated,
in general, on traditional solutions to the
problems.

frer Murad IV took over the administration,
even though he and some of his grand viziers
made some efforts to reduce the number of
Janissaries, the desired result was not achieved.
Even though Kemankes Mustafa Pasha, the last
grand vizier of this sultan and the first for Sultan
Ibrahim, made efforts to reduce the number of
ulufe (salary) soldiers, no permanent solutions
could be found. The Janissaries took advanrage
of the political intrigues that were carried out in
the first eight years of Mehmed IV’s reign, that
is, when he was a child. The political and
military discipline that started with the
appointment of Kopriilii Mehmed Pasha to the
post of grand vizier continued during the long
tenure of his son and successor Fazil Ahmed
Pasha, and important military successes were
achieved at this time. The Janissaries, who
played important roles in the dethronement of
Mehmed [V, had now created a situation in
which they played a determining role in the
administration of the state. Zagarcibagi Eginli
Mehmed Agha undertook an inspection of the
corps, where attendance had not been checked
for many years, and more than 20,000 mahlfil
esdme, that is Janissary salary documents, were
discovered; however, a short time later this
event cost Mehmed Agha his life.

At the beginning of the 18™ century, even
though Amcazide Hiiseyin Pasha, a member of
the Kopriilii family, carried out a reorganization
of the troops, reducing the numbers by half, the
lack of discipline continued. In the work,

. Nesayihit’l-viizera ve'l-itmerd, which can be

considered to be the last example of the general
type of siyasetmdme, Treasurer Sart Mehmed
Pasha focused particularly on the kapikulu and
the Janissaries, and made some recommendations
(p. 67, etc.). However, due to the panic created
by the Osman I Incident, no serious or
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Pasa'nin da 6zellikle ultfeli asker sayisint azaltan
girigimleri olmussa da, kalici coziimler
tiretilememistir. Yeniceriler [V. Mehmed'in ilk
sekiz yillik cocukluk déneminde de ikridar
oyunlarina alet edilmistir. Kopriilii Mehmed
Paga’nin sadarete getirilmesiyle baglayan siyasi
ve askerf disiplin, oglu ve halefi Fazil Ahmed
Paga’nin uzun sadrazamligi déneminde de devam
etmis, bu arada 6nemli askeri basarilar elde
edilmistir. Bu padisahin hal’inde énemli rol
oynayan yeniceriler devlet yénetiminde kesin
siz sahibi olma durumuna gelmislerdir. Uzun
stiredir yoklama bile yapilamayan ocakta
Zagarcibagi Eginli Mehmed Aga'nin bir teftis
girisimiyle 20 binden fazla mahlil esime, yani
yenigeri maas belgesi ortaya cikarilmus, fakat kisa
stire sonra bu olay Mehmed Aga’'nin hayatina
mal olmustur.

XVIIL yiizy1l baglarinda Kopriilii ailesinden
Amcazide Hiiseyin Paga ocakrta tensikat yaparak
mevcudu yariya indirmisse de, disiplinsizlik
devam etmistir. Geleneksel siyisetnime tarimiin
son orneklerinden sayilabilecek Nesdyihii'l-
viizerd ve'l-timerd adli eserinde Defterdar Sar
Mehmed Paga, kapikulu ve ozellikle yenigeriler
tizerinde durmus ve baz ravsiyelerde
bulunmustur (s. 67 vd.). Fakat II. Osman
Vak’asi'nin verdigi tirkiintii yiizinden ocagin
islahiyla ilgili ciddi ve kalici redbirler
almamiyordu. I1I. Ahmed zamaninda ézellikle
Lile Devri'nde (1718-1730) Nevsehirli Ibrahim
Paga’nin aldigi bazi tedbirler de beklenen
neticeyi vermekten uzak kalmistir.

Sultan 1. Mahmud devrinde (1730-1754) mahlal
esimelerin serbestge alinip satilmast ddera mesru
hale gelmis, boylece ocak asker? degil sanki
ticari bir miiessese goriintiisiine biirinmiistii.

Bu padisah zamaninda Avrupai tarzda modern
ordunun kurulmasi yolunda bazt adimlar atildi.
Sadrazam Topal Osman Paga’'nin muvafakatiyla
Osmanli hizmetine giren Comte de Bonneval
(Humbaracibagt Ahmed Paga) ise Humbaraci
Ocagi’'ndan bagladi ve tamami maash yeni bir
sinif tegkil etti. Asil snemlisi humbaracilar icin
ilk defa Humbarahane (=Hendeschane) adiyla
askeri bir okulun acilmasma 6n ayak oldu. Uzun
Omiirlii olmamakla birlikre bu énemli bir
tesebbiis idi. Fakat asil islah gereken Yeniceri
Ocagi'na dokunulamiyordu.

[11. Mustafa ve déneminin iinlii sadrazami Koca
Ragib Pasa da islahata inanmakla birlikte

permanent precautions were taken to reform the
corps. In the era of Ahmed 11, in particular
during the Tulip Era (1718-1730), the few
precautions taken by Nevsehirli Ibrahim Pasha
did not do much, failing to produce the
expected results.

In the era of Sultan Mahmud I (1730-1754) the
free purchase and sale of the mahliil esime had
become the norm and thus the corps now
appeared more like a trade institution rather
than a military one. During the reign of this
sultan, some steps were taken rowards establishing
a modern European style army. With the
agreement of Grand Vizier Topal Osman Pasha,
Comte de Bonneval (Humbaracibagi Ahmed
Pasha) entered the Ottoman service and a new
class, torally salaried, was created. What is
important here is that this acted as a forerunner
to the establishment of the opening of a school
for the first rime for the humbarac
(grenadiers/bombardiers), the Humbarahane
(Hendesehane). Despite not surviving for long,
this was an important undertaking. However,
the Janissary Corps, which was really in need of
reform, was not touched.

ustafa I and the famous grand vizier of the era,
Koca Ragib Pasha, although believing in reform,
were unable to touch the Janissaries; only the
Hungarian-French cannoneer Baron de Tott
was able to introduce some innovations to the
Topeu Corps (Cannoneers). The Ottoman-
Russian War (1768-1774) was a clear indication
that the Janissaries were no longer of any use,
being little more than rabble. The abuse of the
esame continued under Sultan Mustafa and his
successor Abdiilhamid I. The defeats in the
Ottoman-Austrian War, which started in the
era of Sultan Abdilhamid I (1774-1789), and
the Ottoman-Russian war once more made it
clear that the reform of the corps was not possi-
ble. It seemed now that the only answer was to
abolish them.

In the era of Selim I11, who was a well-intentioned
reforming sultan, the Janissary Corps was taken
in hand. According to the reform bill that was
prepared, it was demanded that the Janissaries
undergo training a few days a week. However,
the real development in the era of this sultan
was the formation of a new army, according to
the methods used in the military arena in
Europe. The Nizam-i Cedid army quickly



Yenigeri Ocagi'na dokunamamuiglar, sadece
Macar asilli Fransiz topgusu Baron de Tott’a
Topgu Ocagi'nda bazi yenilikler
yaptirtabilmislerdir. 1768-1774 Osmanli-Rus
Savast, yenigerilerin ne kadar ise yaramaz bir
giiruh haline geldiklerinin bariz gostergesi
olmustur. Esdme suiistimali gerek Sultan
Mustafa gerekse halefi I. Abdiilhamid
dénemlerinde de devam etmistir. Sultan

1. Abdiilhamid déneminde (1774-1789)
baglayan Osmanli-Avusturya ve Osmanli-Rusya
savaglarinda alinan yenilgiler, ocagin 1slahinin
miimkiin olmadigint bir kez daha ortaya
koymustu. Ancak ocagmn kaldirilmas da
miimkiin gorilmiyordu.

Iyi niyetli ve yenilikgi bir padisah olan III. Selim
doneminde Yeniceri Ocagi'na da el anld:.
Hazirlanan islahat layihasina gore, yenigerilerin
haftada birkag giin talim gérmeleri isteniyordu.
Fakat bu padigah zamaninda asil geligme, askeri
alanda Avupai usule gore yeni bir ordu tegkili
olmustur. Kurulan Nizim-1 Cedid ordusu kisa
stirede geligmis ve biyiimiistii. Fakat yenigeriler

developed and grew. However, the Janissaries
not only did not respect this new army, they
started to oppose it, worried that it would lead
to their abolishment. Finally, led by Kabakg:
Mustafa, the Janissaries revolted and attained
what they wanted; the implementations of the
Nizam-i Cedid and the new army were abolished.
At this juncture, the rebels, dethroning Selim
111, put Mustafa IV on the throne. The
Janissaries, thus once again showed their actual
power by removing a sultan from the throne.

Yenigeri Afst
(sagda) ve
Yenigeriler

The Janissary
Agha (right)
and the
Janissaries

(Giodtier)
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bu yeni orduya ragbet etmedikleri gibi,
kaldirilacaklan endisesiyle cok gecmeden cephe
de almaya basladilar. Sonunda Kabakg¢1 Mustafa
onderliginde ayaklanan yenigeriler isteklerini
elde etmis ve Nizim-1 Cedid uygulamalarini, bu
arada yeni orduyu kaldirtmislardir. Bu arada
Sultan Selim tahttan indirilerek yerine isiler
tarafindan IV. Mustafa ciilts ettirilmistir.
Boylece bir kez daha padisah deviren yenigeriler
devlet tizerindeki giiclerini fiilen gostermiglerdir.
Bu olay, esime geliri gibi ocagin varhginda
menfaati bulunan bazi devlet ricalinin de
destegiyle gerceklestirilmistir. Bir siire sonra
Sultan Selim'in katlinde de dahli bulunan
yenigeri ileri gelenleri devlet erkani ile Hiiccet-i
Ser‘iyye adiyla bir senet imzalayarak hayatlarini
garantiye almak istemiglerdir. Alemdar Mustafa
Paga’'nin devreye girmesiyle tahta gegirilen 1.
Mahmud’un saltanatinin ilk yillarinda Mustafa
Paga’'nin gayretleriyle Sekban-1 Cedid adiyla
Nizim-1 Cedid rarzinda yeni bir ordu teskil
edilmis fakat bunun émrii de birkag ay gibi ¢cok
kisa bir miiddet siirmiis, bu girisim de Babidli
baskint ve Alemdar'n éliimiiyle son bulmustur.
Daha sonra yenigeriler Sultan 1. Mahmud'un
sahsini hedef alan isyanlara devam etmisler ve
sik sik yanginlar ¢ikartmuglardir.

Bu arada II. Mahmud planlt bir sekilde
yenigerilere kargi tedbirler almaya devam ediyor,
hilhassa ocagin 6nemli mevkilerine kendisine ve
fikirlerine bagh kisileri getirmeye tzen
gosteriyordu. Yenigeri agaligina Aga Hiiseyin
Paga’y1 getirmesi bunun en ¢arpici érnegidir.
Higbir askeri yani kalmamis yeniceriler
konusunda bazi devlet adamlari da padisaha
destek veriyorlardi. Mayis 1826'da seyhiilislam
konaginda yapilan toplantida, Yeniceri Agast
Mehmed Celileddin Aga'nin yenigerilerin yeni
talime razi olduklarini belirtmesi iizerine,
“Eskinci Oca@t” adiyla ocaga dayal: yeni bir ordu
kurulmast kararlagtinldi. Hazirlanan layihaya
gore, yeni smifin erleri ocak béliiklerinden
segilecek, ocak hiyerarsisi degismeyecekti.
Gergekten kisa siirede 7650 Eskinci aday:
secildi. Bunlar talimli asker olacaklardi. Ancak
bazi ocak agalarinin gizli faaliyetleri sonunda bu
girisim de fiyasko ile neticelendi. Zira se¢ilen
yenigeriler yeni tarz talim istemiyorlardi.
Boylece padisah ve bir bakima devlet ile
yenigeriler tekrar kargi kargiya gelmiglerdi.
Yapilan toplantida ocagin tamamen
kaldirilmasina karar verildi. II. Mahmud'un
emriyle Peygamber sancag olan Sancak-1 Serif

This event was realized with the support of some
statesmen, who were benefited not only by the
income from the esdme, but the existence of the
Janissaries. Sometime later, the Janissaries and
leading statesmen who were involved in the
murder of Sultan Selim had a document signed,
known as a Hiiccet-i Ser'iyye, which guaranteed
their lives. In the first years of the reign of
Mahmud II, who had come to the throne with
the help of Alemdar Mustafa Pasha, a new army
was formed in the style of the Nizam-i Cedid;
this was known as the Sekban-1 Cedid. However
this army lasted only a few months, ending with
pressure from the Sublime Port and the death of
Alemdar. Later, the rebellions of the Janissaries,
which targeted Sultan Mahmud 11, continued
and they lit frequent fires.

At this juncture, Mahmud Il continued to take
precautions against the Janissaries in a purposeful
way, taking particular care to place those people
who were affiliated with him and his ideas in
important positions in the corps. Appointing
Agha Hiiseyin Pasha as the Janissary agha is the
most striking example of this. Some sratesmen
supported the sultan in the matter of the
Janissaries, a corps in which there was no
military aspect left. In May 1826, in a meeting
held in the manor of the sheikh-ul-Islam, it was
decided to establish a new army proposed by
Mehmed Celaleddin Agha. According to the
prepared bill, the new class of soldiers was to be
chosen from the troops of the corps, and the
hierarchy of the corps was not to change. In a
remarkably short period of time, 7,650 Eskinci
cadets were chosen to be trained as soldiers.
However, thanks to the secret manipulations of
the aghas of some corps, this enterprise was to
end in a fiasco; the Janissaries who had been
selected did not want to carry out the new style
of training. Thus, the sultan and, from some
aspects, the state, had once again come into
direct conflict with the Janissaries. In the
meeting that was held it was decided to
completely abolish the corps. Upon the order of
Mahmud 11, the Sancak-1 Serif, the banner of
Prophet Muhammad, was removed and an
active front was formed against the Janissaries.
In addition to statesmen and scholars, the
people and the madrasahs combined against the
Janissaries. Aga Hiiseyin Pasha and the soldiers,
setting out from Divanyolu, marched to the
Janissary barracks on the Anatolian Bosphorus
shore, while {zzet Mehmed Pasha set out with
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II. Mahmud ve Kamuoyu

Prof. Dv. Abdiilkadir OZCAN

Sultan Mahmud Yenigeri Oca@i'nin kaldmldign 1826 yilmem sonvasimda hemen her alanda yenilikler
yapmaya ve Avrupa’ya avak wydwrmaya caligmisor. Bunlar kamuoyuna benimsetmek ve bir nevi
kamuoyie olugturmak maksadiyla ilk defa dogrudan halkla giiviigmek igin yurt gezilevine ¢tkmugtrr.,
1828-1839 arasmda birgok defa memleket gezilerine ¢ikan [1. Mahmud Avalik 1828 sonlarinda
Kiigitk ve Biiyitk Cekmece've; 1829 baglarnda yine Kiigitk Cekmece, Hadimkoy ve Biiviik
Cekmece’ye giderek tebaasmun durumunu yerinde teftis eomistiv. 1829 Subaunda kara yoluyla
Bityiik Cekmece, Silivri ve Tekirda®'a giden padisah buralarda halka bando miizigi dinleemigtir.

28 Ocalk 1830'da ¢iktg ikinci Tekivdag seyahatine yeni satm aliman bugiu (bihark) gemisiyle
gikmig, bazt denetlemelerde bulunmug, Sumnu'ya iletilmek iizeve orada bekletilen mithimmatn
hemen sevkini saglamis, firanali bir havada yine gemiyle giiglitkle [stanbul'a démmiistiir. Ayni yilin
temmuz aymda da Edirne’ye gitmigtir,

3 Hazivan 1831'de Canakkale'ye, buradan da Edirne’ye giden Sultan Mahmud, 33 giin siiren
gezisinde Gelibolu ve Bolayw'a da uiivamiy, Rumeli fatihi Stileyman Paga’nin titvbesini ziyaret
etmig; milel-i seldse denilen Miislibman, Huristiyan ve Musevi din givevlileriyle giviigmiis, onlara
thsanlarda'bulunmusg; Gelibolu Mevlevthanesi'ni ziyaret ederek maiyetindeki tinlii bestekar
Hammamizade Ismail Dede Efendi’ye ve diger musikisinaslara ayin ve sema icra ettirmistir.
Canalkale'ye gecen padisah burada Cuma selamhgma giderken halka fes, harvéani ve setre
pantolonla givimmiigtiir. Daha sonra Edime'ye giden padisah, giizergéh tizerinde bulunan yerlerin
naib, imam, voyvoda, ayan ve diger ileri gelenlerine hediyeler vermistir. Edime'ye giverken milel-i
seldse ilert gelenlerince kargilanan 11, Mahmud, halka yeni kiyafetiyle giriinmeye 6zen géistermistir,
Edirne'de yaptrdign Asélar-i Manstive laglasma giden padisah, asker avasmda yiiriimiis,
denetlemelerde bulunmus, erlerle yakmdan ilgilenmigtiv. Gezilerinin amacuun sof hayw eserleri
yaptmak ve stkinalan gidermek olduguny belivten 11. Mahmud, zellikle hastanelerde
incelemelerde bulunmus, eksiklerin giderilmesi icin maiyetinde bulunan Asakir-i Hassa Hekimbagst
Abdiilhak Molla'yr givevlendivmistiv. Bu avada imlit Ali Paga Carsist'nda dolagmiy, din farla
giizetmeden gehir ileri gelenlerini saraya davet etmis, onlava hediyeler vererek goniillerini almugtr.

7 Exliil 1833'te ince Ayastefanos (Yesilkiy)'taki Asakir-i Manstive birliklerini teftis eden

[1. Mahmud, gemiyle Gemlik'e gegmis, tersanede incelemelerde bulunmug, 11 Eylil'de lzmit'e
hareket etmiy, tersaneyi ve yine Asdkir-i Manstire birliklerini denetlemis, iki giin sonra da
Istanbul'a donmiistiir.

Sultan Mahmud ii¢ yil sonra, 21 Kasim 1836'da lzmit'e ikinci defa gitmistir. Uskiidar'dan izel
faytonuyla yola ¢ikan padisahm maiyetinde ofullart Abdiilmecid ve Abditlaziz efendiler de yer
almigtr. Gebze, Tavsancl sizevinden lxmit'e varan padisah burada askeri bando ve top atiglanyla
kargllanmustr. Baz agibslara ve tersanede yeni yapilan bir geminin denize indirilis tévenine kaulan
padisah, Feshane'yi de zivaret etmistir.

Ii. Mahmud'un en uzun ve énemli seyahati kismen bugiinkii Bulgaristan't da igine alan Rumeli
gezisidiv. Oncekiler gibi hallda dogrudan temas ve askerf teftiy gorviingimiinde olan bu seyahatin bir
baska dzellii 6zel kagtlarla énceden duywrulmasidir. 27 Nisan 1837'de Nusretiye gemisiyle
Varna'ya haveker eden padisah, burada kisla, hastane, demirhane, silo, baruthane ve kalede
incelemeler yapmug; Miisliiman ve gayrimiislim ileri gelenlerini kabul edevek iltifatlarda
bulunmugtwr, Yaptig kisa kenusmada mealen, “Memleketimizin her yevinde bulunan Miisliiman
ve gayrimiislim herkesin zultimden korunmasi ve asayisin temini en bityiik arzumuzdur. Onun igin
bu yorucu seyahate gikarak buralava geldik. Aynca fukaranm hallerini, kaleleri incelemek, iilkeyi

198




imar etmek, ahali ve reayayt muhafaza etmek baslca
pérevimizdir” demis, mekeep cocuklarma hediyeler
dagenusgtr.

Daha sonra Sumnu'ya hareket eden padizah halka yeni
kevafetiyle giviinmils, rahive amban, cebehane ve Asdkir-i
Mansttre siivari kislasim dolagmus ve asker? talimleri
seyretmigtir. Sumnu'da baskdtbi vasitasiyla yapu
konugmada, tebaasmim durumunu yerinde génmek igin
geldigini, her yerde nizam ve refahu salamak istedifini
belivterek dizetle, "Siz Rumlar, siz Ermeniler, siz Yahudiler! Hepiniz Miisliimanlar gibi Allah'm kulu
ve benim tehaamsmuz. Dinleviniz baska bagkadir. Fakat hepiniz kanunun ve irade-t sahdnemin
himayesindesiniz. Vergilerinizi ddeyin; bunlar sizin emniyet ve rahatnmz igin kullamlacakur”
demigtir. Sumnu'dan Silistre’ye gegen padisah bu arada Eflak ve Bogdan voyvodalarm kabul ve
taleif eemis; Silistre’de milel-i selasenin mekeep cocuklarma maddi yardemlarda bulunmustu.
Silistre’den Tuna tizerinden Tutrakan yolwyla Rusgul'a hareket eden padizah burada bandolarla
karsilanmug, tophanede, mithimmat depolarmda, tevsanede, hububat ambarlarmda incelemelerde
bulunmus, Avusturya, Fransa ve Prusya'nin elgi ve komsoloslaru kabul etmis, topgularn savag
talimlerini onlarla birlikte idemistiv. Her yerde oldugu gibi Rusqul’ta da iig semarvt dinin ileri
gelenlerinin gomitllerini almustr,

Ruscuk’tan Ternova yoluyla Kizanlk, Zagrayatile, Cisrimustafapasa ve Edime giizergého
izleyerek Istanbul'a dinen padisalun bu gezisi 39 giin stvmiistiir. Dimeliikeen sonva yaymladigi
fermanda mealen, “Ulkemde oturan biitiin Miisliiman ve gayrimiislimlerin muhafazalar ile asayis
ve istirahatlart en bityitk arzumuzdur. Bu mesakkatli yoleuluga gikas sebebimiz de iilkenin imart ve
halkm himayesidir. Siz de ona give hareker ediniz ve tizevinize diisen iglerde sadakat iizere olunuz”
diyerek Miistiiman ya da gayrimiislim herkesin huzur iginde yagamalarau istemigtir.

Sonug olavak, Sultan Mahmud, gittigi yerlerde sevai gosterileriyle kargtlanmis halka vakay ilgi
gostermis, dini ve askert mahalleri ziyaret emis, tevsane ve gemilerde incelemelevde bulunmug;
halkin ihtiyaglan igin hastane, hamam, kiprit, mektep ve zahive ambart gibi sosyal tesislerle
ilgilenmis, konusmalarmda sik sik tebaasmm esitligini vargularmusay. Biylece bir yandan baslatui
venilil hareketlevint tagraya yaymak isterken, diger yandan gerek halke hituplav: swasmda, gerekse
Cuma selamliklarma gikarken giydigi yeni layafetiyle tebaasma thrmek olmak istemistir, Mehterin
yerini alan bandoya verdivdii konseylerle de halka bunu sevdivmeyi hedeflemis olmalidir. Gez
haberlerini, gikarmaya baslattfi, hatta baz sayilare Fransizea, Eymenice, Rumca, Arapea ve Farsca
olarak da negredilen Takvim-i Vekayi'de yaymlatarak kamuoyunu arkasma almak istemigtir.
Dénemin vakaniivisi Esad Efendi de padisahm maiyetinde bazi gezilere kanbmig ve adeta birer
giinliik mahiyetindeki Ayatii’ -hayr ve Sefername-i Hayr eserlerini kaleme almiur. Padigahm 39
giin stiven Rumeli seyahatine timlii Prusyalt general Helmuth von Moltke de katdmeg ve ilging
tespitlerde bulunmustur,

Gez masraflarme kendisi kargilayan Sultan Mahmud'wn yurt ici seyahatleyinin Tiirk inkalap tarihi
bakimndan ¢nemli bir baglangie olduiu stvlenchilir,
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cikartilarak yenicerilere kargi fiili bir cephe
olusturuldu. Devlet erkéant ile ulemadan baska
halk ve medreseliler de yenigerilere karsi
birlesmisti. Aga Hiseyin Paga askerleriyle
Divanyolu'ndan hareketle Bogaz'in Anadolu
sahillerindeki ve [zzet Mehmed Paga humbaraci,
lagimet ve kalyoncularla Saraghane’den
hareketle Et Meydani'ndaki yenigeri kislalarina
yiiriidiiler. Her yonden sarildiklarini goren asiler
odalarina kapanmislardi. Topeu, lagimet ve
kalyoncularin da katilimuyla yenigerilere karst
biiyiik bir zafer kazanildi. Kislalar yerle bir
edilen yenigerilerin bir kismi kiligtan gegirildi,
digerleri ise Istanbul digma siiriildi. Tagradaki
yenicerilerin de dagitilmalar icin yetkililere
fermanlar gonderildi. Kaynaklarda Vak'a-i
Hayriyye diye gegen bu hadise ile ilgili olarak
Vak’aniivis Esad Efendi Uss-i Zafer adiyla
muiistakil bir eser kaleme almistir. Hatta
Tophane'de II. Mahmud tarafindan yaptirilan
camiye yenicerilere kargi kazanilan zaferin
niganesi olarak “Nusretiye” adi verilmistir. Bu
olay, bagta Istanbul olmak tizere imparatorlugun
hemen her yerinde biiyiik memnuniyetle
kargilanmustir. Ocagin ilgas: ile birlikte devlet
hazinesinde de rahatlama olmustur. Bu hadise ile
ilgili birgok tarih diisiiriilmiigse de, bunlarin en
giizeli ve anlamlist Kegecizide Izzet Molla'ya ait,

Tecemmu' eyledi Meydéan-1 Lahm'e
Edip kiifran-t ni‘met nice bagi
Koyup kaldvrmada ikide birde
Kazan dewrildi séndiirdii ocag

dértlitk ve sondaki ebced hesabiyla 1241 (1826)

yilint veren musradir.

Basta Edirne olmak {izere tasradaki biitiin
yeniceri birlikleri lagvedilmis, ocaga mahsus
biitiin unvan ve tabirler de kaldirilmistir. Bu
arada oteden beri yenigerilerle icli digh olan ve
onlari isyana kigkirtan Bekrtagi tekkeleri de
kapatilmistir. Sultan 1. Mahmud'un emriyle
kurulan Asékir-i Manstire-i Muhammediye kisa
siirede geliserek imparatorluk sathia yayilmis ve
giiniimiiz modern Tiirk ordusunun ¢ekirdegi

Sonuc olarak, sayica fazla olmamakla birlikre,
kurulus ve gelisme donemlerinde zaferlerin
kazanilmasinda énemli rolleri olan yenigeriler,
dogrudan padigah otoritesini remsil ederlerdi. Bu
bakimdan tagrada sivrilen kisilere kargt daima
aranan bir giic olmus, merkezi otoriteyi

the humbaract, lagimer and kalyoncu from
Sarachane to the Janissary barracks in Et
Meydani. The rebels, seeing that they were
surrounded, secured themselves in the barracks.
With the participation of the top¢u, lafimar and
kalyoncu a great victory was won against the
Janissaries. Some of the Janissaries, whose
barracks were totally destroyed, were killed,
while others were exiled from Istanbul.
Authoritative firmans were sent to the provinces
to disperse the Janissaries there. Of the sources,
the best report of this event, which is referred to
as the Vak'a-i Hayviyye, is the independent work
by the court chronicler Esad Efendi, Uss-i Zafer.
The mosque built by Mahmud 11 in Tophane
was given the name Nusretiye, as in
commemoration of the victory won against the
Janissaries. This event was met with great
pleasure throughout the country, especially in
Istanbul. The state treasury also found relief
with the abolition of the corps. Even though
many chronograms were written in connection
with this event, the most beautiful and
meaningful is that by Kececizade Izzet Molla:

Tecemmu' eyledi Meydan-1 Lahm’e
Edip kiifran-t ni‘met nice bagi
Koyup kaldurmada ikide birde
Kazan dewvrildi sondiirdii ocag

The ebced calculations at the end give us the
date 1241 (1826).

With the abolition of the Janissary troops in the
provinces, which started from Edirne, all the
titles and designations of the corps were also
abolished. At this juncture, the Bektasi tekkes,
which had been closely affiliated with the
Janissaries and which had stirred them to
rebellion, were also closed. On the orders of
Sultan Mahmud II the Asakir-i Manstire-i
Muhammediye was quickly developed and spread
throughout the empire, forming the nucleus of
the modern Turkish army.

Finally, the Janissaries, although not great in
number, played important roles in the victories
during the foundation and the developmental
periods of the state, directly represented the
authority of the sultan. From this aspect, they
were a power that was constantly needed against
prominent people in the provinces; the central
authority would send them to outlying areas of
the empire. At the same time, the Janissaries
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imparatorlugun en {icra yerlerinde saglamaya
¢aligmuglardir. Bu arada hal’ ve ciilGslarda énemli
roller tistlenmis ve etkili olmuslardir. Ancak
XVI. yiizyil sonlarinda baslayan bozukluk ve
diizensizliklerin éniine gegilememistir. 11. Osman
Vak’asi’ndan sonra ¢ekinilen bir giiruh haline
gelen yenicerilere XVII. ve XVIIL yiizyillarda da
dokunulamamus, nihayer 1826 Haziraninda
varliklarina son verilmistir.
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