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~I 
THE JANISSARY CORPS AND THE VAKA-i HAYRiYE 

PROF. DR. ABDULKADiR OZCAN 

Kuru lu§ ytl lannda Osmanll Devleti'nin duzen li 
asker! birlikleri yoktu. Osman Gazi doneminde 
eli silah tutanlar sava§a kattltr, muharebe bitince 
herkes i§inin ba§tna donerdi. Bunlann tamam1 
gonu llu ve at lt statlislindeydi. Yaya ve mlisellem 
(atlt) adtyla bilinen ilk dUzenli birlikler, karde§i 
Alaeddin Ali Bey' in tavsiyesiyle Orhan Gazi 
doneminde kuru ldu. Sadece sefer ve sava§ 
zamanlannda ucret alan bu ge~ici birl ikler de 
ihtiyaca kafi gelmeyince, ulemadan <;andarl t 
Kara Halil'in teklifiyle I. Murad zamanmda 
daiml asker! birliklerin kurulmas1 soz konusu 
oldu ve Edirne'nin fethinin ardmdan Yeni~eri 
Ocag1 te§ki l edildi. Roma imparatorlugu'nun 
dagtlmasmdan sonra Avrupa'da yi.izytllarca 
dLizenli birlikler kurulamamL§tt. Hammer'in 
ifadesiyle, "bu yeni lik sonu~lan bahmmdan top 
barutunun ke§finden bin kat daha deh§edi sonu~ 
vermi§tir" (Devlet-i Osmllniyye TO.rihi, I, 139). 

Asker anlammdaki '\eri" kelimesinin ba§ma 
getirilen "yeni" kelimesinirL ifade ettigi gibi, yeni 
~er i Osmanl1 Devleti'nin daiml hassa asker! 
smtft o ldu. Devletten uiOfe (mevacib) adtyla Lis,: 
ayda bir maa§ alan bu zlimrenirL esasmt onceleri 
sava§ esirlerinden §ardan elveri§li olan lar te§kil 
etti. <; tkarttlan Pen~ ik Kanunu'na gore bu 
gen~ler onceleri s,:ok ktsa bir egit imden sonra 
yenis,:eri yaptltyordu. Ancak bunun bazt 
sakmcalan gorUiunce, bir si.ire Turk koylu 
ailelerinirL yanmda s,:alt§IP Turk-islam adet ve 
geleneklerini ogrendikten soma asker 

~ 

When the Ottoman State was fi rst established 
there was no regular army. In the era of Osman 
Gazi those who could hold weapons would jo in 
the battle; when the battle finished they would 
retum to their normal occupations. This was a 
totally volunteer force and they were on 
horseback. Two organ ized troops, known as the 
yaya (infantry) and the milsellem (horseback) 
were established in the era of Orhan Gazi, on 
the recommendation of his brother Alaeddin 
Ali Bey. When these temporary troops, who 
only received pay during campaigns and battles, 
proved to be insufficient during the reign of 
Murad I the establishment of a permanent 
military force was discussed, on the suggestion of 
<;andarlt Kara Halil of the ulama; after the 
conquest of Adrianople the Janissary Corps was 
organized. After the collapse of the Ron1an 
Empire, a regular army had not been established 
in Europe for centuries. In the words of 
Hammer, "This itmovation was a thousand 
times more terrifying than the discovery of 
gLU1powder from the aspect of its results" 
(Devlet-i Osmaniyye TO.rihi, l, 139). 

As the word yeni (new), placed in front of tb.e 
word r;eri, wh ich means soldiers, 
(Yenis,:eri/Janissary) implies the ]anissaries were 
the permanent imperial soldiers of the Ottoman 
State. This class, which received an ulufe 
(mevacib), a three-monthly salary, was formed 
from su itable prisoners who had been captured 
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yaptlmalan uygun gori.ildu. Bu da yetersiz 
kalmca, b ir si.ire Acemi Ocagt'nda egitildikten 
soma yen i~eri olmalan uygun gori.i ldU. Sava~ 
esirlerinin yetmemesi i.izerine Ytldmm Bayezid 
veya daha agtrl tkh olarak <;elebi Mehmed 
zamanmdan itibaren "dev~irme" adtyla bir ba§ka 
uygulamaya ge~ildi. islam devletlerinden ilk defa 
Osmanltlarda uygulanan ve eski islam 
devletlerinin gulam sistemi i~inde geli§en bu 
uygulamantn esasmt, yine bir yasa ~en;,:evesinde 
roplanan Osmanh tebaast Htristiyan ailelerin 
~ocuklan olu§turuyordu. T amamen ihtiya~tan 
kaynaklanan bu sistemle genellikle bi.ilug 
~agmdan once toplanan Htristiyan ailelerin 
~ocuklannm lizerlerindeki §er'l cizye vergisi 
du§ijri.i iUyordu. Dev~irilen c;ocuklar yine bir sure 
Turk ~ i ft~i ailelerinin yanmda hizmetten ve 
Acemi Ocag•'ndaki egit imden soma "kaptya 
c;tkma" ad1yla kaptkulu askeri yapthyordu. 
Dogrudan padi§ahm §ahsm.a baglt hassa 
birliklerinin en onemli smLft olan yeni~eriler 
orta ve boluk adt. birimlerden olu§an ocak 
§eklinde te§kilatlaruru§lardt. "Aga" unvantyla 
amlan kumandanlan kendi aralannda hiyerar§ik 
bir duzene tabi idiler. En bi.iyi.ik zabit (subay) leri 
yen i~er i agas1 o lup, bu ki§inin zamanla 
veziriazamltga kadar yilkseldigi bilinmektedir. 
Yenic;eri agas1 ocak i§lerini "Aga Divaru" ad•yla 
topladtgt asker! mecliste gori.i§i.iJ ve ~ozi.imler; 
onemli mesele leri ise Divan-• Humayun'a arz 
ederdi. 

iger kaptkulu askerleri gibi kendilerine mahsus 
ktyafetleri a lan yeni~eri lerin ia§eleri kendilerine 
aitti. Bunu uiUfe (mevacib) adtyla i.i ~ ayda bir 
verilen maa§larmdan kar§tlarlardt. Yaya 
olduklanndan silahlan hafif ti.irdendi. Ti.ifegin 
icadmdan sonra da bu silaht kullanmt§lard tr. 
Oiger hassa kuvvederinden cebeci, top~u, 
arabact, ktsmen humbaract ve lagunct gibi yaya 
birlikleri ile atl t statlisi.indeki sipah, silahdar, 
ulUfeciyan ve gureba boli.ikleri arasmda gerek 
saytca gerekse ni.ifuz bakumndan daha etkili bir 
konumu a lan yeni~erilerin mevcudu zaman 
i~inde 10 bin ile 40 bin arasmda degi§mi§, hatta 
IV. Mehmed'in ilk saltanat ytllannda 200 bine 
yi.ikselmi§tir. XV. ve XVI. yi.izytllarda kazan tlan 
zaferlerde onemli rol oynayan yeni~eriler, adeta 
sava§lann kaderini belirleyen bir ~gi.i~ 
olmu§lardtr. Bart§ zamanlannda istanbul'da Eski 
ve Yeni Odalar diye antlan kt§lalannda oturur, 
sava§ talim ve sporlan yapar, istanbul'da asayi§i 
saglar ve yangm sondi.irme hizmetlerini ifa 
ederlerdi. Kurulu§ ve Fatih Sultan Mehmed 
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in battle. According to the Pen~ik Law, these 
youths would first undergo a short training 
program and chen be made into Jan issaries. 
However, when some problems with this system 
were observed, it was thought that it would be 
better if these youths worked for aT urkish 
fami ly in the v illage and learn the Turkish­
Islamic traditions and habits before being 
transformed into soldiers. When this was not 
sufficient, it was then decided to train them in 
the Acemi Corps for a while and then let them 
become ] anissaries. When the prisoners of war 
were not enough, for example, in the reign of 
Ytldmm Bayezid, or more so, during the reign of 
~elebi Mehmed, anod1er practice, known as 
dev~irme was implemented. This basis of this 
practice, first practiced in the Ottomans of the 
Islamic states, was actually developed as an 
extension of the gulam system in ancient Islamic 
states; the children of Ottoman subject 
Christian families were gathered under the 
framework of a new law. W ith this system, 
which was the direct resu lt to a need, the 
children of Christian families would be taken, 
generally before puberty; these families were 
exempt from the jizye tax. The dev~irme children 
would again serve a Turkish farming family and 
receive training in the Acem i Corps; then they 
would be made into kaptkulu (soldiers directly 
under the su ltan's command) known as kaptya 
~1kma. These imperia l troops, the Janissaries, d1e 
most important class of troops that were directly 
affi liated with the sultan, were organ ized into a 
corps that consisted of divisions known as ona 
(center) and boluk (troops). Their commanders, 
referred to as aga (agha), were subjected to their 
own hierarchy. The most important officer was 
the Janissary agha, and this person could rise to 
as high a rank as grand vizier. The matters of 
the Janissary agha gu ild would be d iscussed and 
solved in the military council that gathered 
under the name of the aga divani; important 
matters would be then be presented to the 
Imperial Council. 

Like the other kap1kulu sold iers, the Janissaries, 
who had their own particular un iforms, were 
responsible for their own provisioning. They 
met th is need from their salary, known as the 
mevacib, which was given them every three 
months. After the invention of the rifle, the 
Janissaries started to use this weapon. Greater in 
number and influence than the other imperial 
forces - the cebeci, wp~u, arabacz (artlllery), and 
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donem lerinde nufuzlu uc bcylerine kar§l 
pad i§ahm otoritesini temsil eden yeni~eriler, 
daha sonra eyalet kuvvcderine kar§J da 
kullantlmt§lardtr. 

XV. yiizytldan itibaren ara SJra isyan olaylarma 
kan§an yeni~eriler ~ogu zaman da bazt devlet 
ricalinin kt§klftmastyla siyasete bu la§mt§, 
padi§ahlan tahtlanndan etmi§, hatta katillerine 
scbep o lmu§lard tr. Mcscla, Il. Mehmed'in ilk 
saltanatt ytl lan nda gori.ini.irde ayan di.i§Lik para 
meselesinden Edirne'dc ~tkan ilk yeni~eri 
ayaklanmast a lan Bu~uktepe Vak'ast'nm, 
Veziriazam <;andarh Halil Pa§a'nm tahrikiyle 
meydana geldigi, bilinen bir ger~ektir. Daha 
sonra yine bu padi§ahm ikinci saltanatmda 
yeni~eriler yine para, fakal bu kez bah§i§ 
meselesinden dolay1 ayaklanm t§lard1r. 1451 
y1lmda padak veren bu hadiscde Sultan Fatih 
fi rari yeni~erileri cezaland m p agalannt gorevden 
almak gibi sert bir tav1r cakmu-ken, kendisine 
sadtk sekbanlan yeni~erilere dahil edip yeni~eri 
agaltgmt sekbanba§tya vererek ocak lizerindeki 
otoritesini saglamla§tlrffit§tlr. Bu hi.ikumdar 
zamanmda battya ve doguya yonelik seferlerin 
s1kltgmdan btkan yeni~eriler tepkilerini Cem 
Sultan yerine $ehzade Bayezid'i tercih ederek 
gostermi§lerdir. Sultan II. Bayezid de 
yeni~erilerin nufuzunu ktrmaya devam ederek, 
yeni~eri agasmm aga boluklerinden tayinine 
ozen gostenni§tir. 

Yeni~eriler Yavuz Sultan Sclim'in cUluslmda, 
sertligine ragmen onu destekledilcr. iran 
seferinin uzamasmt bahane ederek sefer 
esnasmda isyana kalkt§ttlarsa da, bu padi§ahm 
tesirli nutkuyla sakinle§tiler. Sefer donU§iinde 
isyana dahli bulunan bazt vezir ve ricalin 
cezalandmldtgt malumdur. Kanunl Sultan 
S uleyman zamanmdaki ayaklanmada da yine 
bazl mi.ifsiderin mudahalcleri soz konusudur. 
Bu padi§ahm son zaman lannda buyuk §ehzade 
Mustafa'dan yana cav1r sergileyen yenis;eriler, 
Sadrazam RUstem Pa§a'y1 azlettirmi§lerd ir. 
$ehzade Bayezid ve Selim'in saltanat 
mUcadeleleri esnasmda ta§radan "yevmlu" adtyla 
ucredi asker yazmalan Uzerine yeni~erilerin 
Anadolu'da asayi~i saglamakla 
gorevlendirilmeleri soz konusu olmu§tur. Aynca 
baz1 ta§ra idarecilerinin asi §ehzadelerden yana 
o lmalan kan§lkltklan arwnnt~, bu geli§meler 
i.izerine yenis;eri ler muhaf1z olarak ta§raya 
gonderilmeye ba§lanmt§tlr. Bir si.ire sonra Celali 
tsyanlan'nm da ba§lamastyla Anadolu'daki 
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some of humbar~r ancllagi.mci (bombardiers) and 
the cavalry status troops, the sipah, silahdar, 
ultlfeciyan and gureba troops - the Janissaries had 
a more effective position, and consisted of 
between I 0,000 and 40,000 men, reaching as 
many as 200,000 in the rule of Mehmed IV. The 
Janissaries, who played an important role in the 
victories of rhe 15th and )7th centuries, became 
a power rhat determined the fate of battles. In 
times of peace they would sit in the barracks, 
known as t:he Esl<i and Yeni Oda/.ar (New and 
O ld Rooms), tra in and do sports, as well as 
ensuring public o rder in Istanbul and putting 
out fires. The janissaries represented the sultan's 
authority against the influential uc bey (marche 
lords) during the establishment of the state and 
the rule of Sultan Mchmet ll, and Iacer were 
used against the provincial powers. 

rom the 15th century on the Jan issaries, who 
medd led in the occasional rebellions, became 
involved in politics, enJlamed by some statesmen, 
and removed sultans from the throne, even 
causing their murder. For example, the 
Bu~ukcepe Incident, the first Janissary revolt, 
which occurred in Edime during the first reign 
of Sultan Mehmed ll due to currency that was 
underweight, occulTed at the instigation of 
<;andarlt Halil Pasha. Later, in the second reign 
of this sultan, the janissaries revolted o nce again 
over money, this time on the matter of bah§i~ 
(gratuities). In this event, which exploded in 
145 l , not only d id Sultan Mehmcd II display a 
harsh reaction, punishing those Janissaries who 
had fled and removing their agha from his post; 
he also placed his own faithful sekbans in the 
Janissaries and gave the post of Janissary Agha 
to his own sekbanbanb~r. ensuring his authority 
over the corps. The reaction of the Janissaries, 
who had been wearied by the constant campaigns 
co the east and west during the ru le of this 
sultan, was displayed in their preference for 
~ehzade Bayezid over Cern Sultan. Sultan 
Bayezid ll continued to chip away at the 
influence of the Janissaries, showing care in the 
appointment of aghas from the troops to the 
post of Janissary agha. 

The Janissaries supported the ascension of Yavuz 
Sultan Seli m, despite his severi ty. Even though 
they rebelled on the pretext of the extension of 
the Iranian campaign, they were calmed by the 
effective speech of this su ltan. On the return 
from the campaign some viziers and statesmen 
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J onemlerinde ni.ifuzlu uc bcylerine kar§• 
padi§ahm otoritesini cemsil eden yeni~eriler, 
daha sonra eyaler kuvvetlcrine kar§t da 
kullandmt§lardtr. 

XV. yuzytldan itibaren ara stra isyan olaylarma 
kan§an yeni~eriler ~ogu zaman da bazt devlet 
ricalinin kt§ktrtmastyla siyasete bula§tnl§, 
padi§ahlan tahtlanndan etmi§, hatta kat illerine 
scbep o lmu§lardtr. Mesela, ll. Mchmed'in itk 
saltanau ytllannda gori.inurde ayan du§Lik para 
meselesinden Edime'de ~·kan ilk yeni~er i 
ayaklanmast olan Bu~uktepc Vak'ast'nm, 
Veziriazam <;andarlt Halil Pa§a'nm tahrikiyle 
meydana geldigi, bilinen bir ger~ektir. Daha 
sonra yine bu padi§ahtn ikinci saltanannda 
yeni~eriler yine para, fakat bu kez bah§i§ 
meselesinden dolayt ayaklanmt§lardtr. 1451 
ydmda parlak veren bu hadisede Sultan Fatih 
firari yeni~erileri cezalandmp agalann1 gorevden 
almak gibi sert bir tavtr takm trkcn, kendisine 
sad tk sekbanlan yeni~erilere dahil cdip yeni~eri 
agaltgmt sekbanba§tya vercrek ocak Uzerindeki 
otoriresini saglamla§ttrmt§ttr. Bu hukumdar 
zamanmda bauya ve doguya yonelik seferlerin 
stkltgmdan btkan yeni~eriler tepkilerini Cern 
Sultan yerine ~ehzade Bayezid'i tercih ederek 
gostermi§lerdir. Sultan ll . Bayezid de 
yeni~erilerin nDfuzunu ktrmaya clevam ederek, 
yeni~eri agasmm aga boli.iklcrinden tayinine 
ozen gostermi§tir. 

Yeni~eriler Yavuz Sultan Sclim'in cUIGsunda, 
sertligine ragmen onu desteklediler. iran 
seferinin uzamasmt bahanc cderek sefer 
esnasmda isyana kalkt§ttlarsa da, bu padi§ahm 
tesirli nurkuyla sakinle§tilcr. Sefer donli§Gnde 
isyana dahli bulunan baz1 vczir ve ricalin 
cezalandiTildtgt malumdur. Kanunl Sultan 
Suleyman zamanmdaki ayaklanmada cia yine 
bazl mi.ifsitlerin mudahalclcri soz konusudur . 
Bu pad i~ahm son zamanlannda bUyi.ik §ehzi:ide 
Musrafa'dan yana cavtr sergilcyen yeni~eriler, 
Sadrazam Rusrem Pa§a'yt azlettirmi§lerdir. 
~ehzade Bayezid ve Selim'in saltanat 
mucadeleleri esnasmda ta§radan "yevmlu" adtyla 
licretli asker yazmalan lizcrine yeni~erilerin 
Anadolu'da asayi§i saglamakla 
gorevlendirilmeleri soz konusu olmu§tur. Aynca 
baz1 ta§ra idarecilerin in asi §ehzadelerden yana 
olmalan kan§tkltklan artt trm t§, bu geli§meler 
i.izerine yeni~eriler muhaftz olarak ta§raya 
gonderilmeye ba§lanm t§ttr. Bir sUre soma Celall 
isyanlan'nm da ba§lamastyla Anadolu'daki 
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some of humbarac1 and lagimci (bombard iers) and 
the cavalry status troops, the sipah, silahdar, 
ulufeciyan and gureba troops - the Janissaries had 
a more effective position, and consisted of 
between 10,000 and 40,000 men, reaching as 
many as 200,000 in the rule of Mchmed IV. The 
Janissaries, who played an important role in the 
vicwries of the 15th and 17th centuries, became 
a power that determined the fate of battles. In 
Limes of peace they would sit in the barracks, 
known as the Eski and Yeni Odalar (New and 
Old Rooms), train and do spores, as well as 
ensuring public order in Istanbul and putting 
out fires. The Janissaries represented rhe sultan's 
authority against the influential He bey (marche 
lords) during the establishment of the state and 
the rule of Sultan Mehmet ll, and later were 
used against the provincial powers. 

rom the 15th cen tury on the janissaries, who 
meddled in the occasional rebell ions, became 
involved in politics, enflamed by some statesmen, 
and removed su ltans from the throne, even 
causing their murder. For example, the 
Bu~uktepe Incident, the first Janissary revolt, 
which occurred in Edirne during the first reign 
of Sultan Mehmed ll due to currency that was 
underweight, occurred at the instigation of 
<;andarlt Ha lil Pasha. Later, in the second reign 
of this sultan, the Janissaries revolted once again 
over money, this t ime o n the matter of bah§i§ 
(gratuities). ln this event, which exploded in 
l451, not only did Sultan Mchmcd II display a 
harsh reaction, punishing those Janissaries who 
had fled and removing their agha from his post; 
he also placed h is own faithful sekbans in the 
Janissaries and gave the post of Janissary Agha 
to his own sekbanbanba~1, ensuring his authori ty 
over the corps. The reaction of the janissaries, 
who had been wearied by the constant campaigns 
to the cast and west during the rule of this 
su ltan, was d isplayed in the ir preference for 
~ehzade Bayezid over Cem Sultan. Su ltan 
Bayezicl li continued to chip away at the 
influence of the Janissaries, showing care in the 
appointment of aghas from the rroops to the 
post of Janissary agha. 

The Janissaries supported the ascension of Yavuz 
Sultan Selim, despite his severity. Even though 
they rebelled o n rhe pretext of rhe extension of 
the Iranian campaign, they were calmed by the 
effective speech of this su ltan. On the return 
from the campaign some viziers and statesmen 
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who had been involved in the rebellion were 
punished. In the reign of Sultan Si.ileyman there 
were some seditious events, even though there 
were no rebellions. ln the last years of this 
sultan's rule the Janissaries, showing support fo r 
the older son Mustafa, caused the dismissal of 
the grand vizier Rustem Pasha. During the 
struggles of the sul tanates of $ehzade Bayezid 
and Scl im, paid soldiers who were employed by 
the day and were known as yevmlu were sent co 
Anatolia along. with the Janissaries to ensure the 
peace. Moreover, some provincial administrators 
increased the instigation, siding with the 
rebellious ~ehzades; in response to these 
developments the Janissaries started co be sent 
to the provinces as guards. Some time later, 
with the start of the Celalt Rebellion, the 
Janissaries existence as guards in Anacolia 
continued and took on a permanent state. 

the ascension of Selim II the missing 
...... u.,.,. .. : ba~i~ resulted in the rebellion of rhe 

ries, and even the yevmlu and Janissaries 
in Anarolia, who had been banned from entering 
Istanbul, marched on Istanbul; even though this 
situation was rectified, it brought an end to the 
authority of the sultan over the soldiers. This 
sultan and his son, Murad III, did not lead the 
army in any campaign, thus losing the ir authority 
over the soldiers. At this time the young and old 
who were unmarried increased in the Janissary 
Corps, and they had ceased to obey; the 
disturbances continued and increased, and the 
same situation in the provinces affected the 
banned Janissaries. There was a relaxing of the 
dev§irme practice, but because soldiers were 
needed, the conscription of irregular sold iers 
~ant that the influence of the corps increased; 

th~ treasury was greatly damaged in connection 
ith this. These untra ined Janissaries were not 
ccessful in any battle. The Janissaries, pawns 

n the rivalry between some statesmen, cook on 
the nature of a faction. The unwillingness and 
lack of discipline of the Janissaries, who 
displayed their first serious fai lure during 
Mehmet lll 's Battle of Mez6hke resztes, 
increased even more during the Battle of Hotin. 

Sultan Osman ll's idea to gather soldiers from 
Syria to establish a new anny caused a great 
rebellion among the Janissaries in istanbul and 
the sultan was murdered in a violent manner. 

greatest and bloodiest of the Janissary 
revolts was the rebellion that was caused by the 
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yeni~eri mlifrczelerinin varhgt devam etmi§ vc 
kahc1 hale gclmi§tir. 

II. Selim'in cUIGsu masmda bah§ i~ l e rin eksik ve 
ge~ verilmesi, ycni~erilerin isyan1, hatta 
Anadolu'daki "yevmlu"lerin vc yasak~1 
yen i~eri l erin istanbul'a yurUmcsiyle 
sonu~lanmt§i bu telafi edilmi§SC de, padi§ahm 
asker Uzerindeki ororitesi sona ermi§tir. 
DolaytSt)rla bu padi§ah ve oglu Ill . Murad 
ordusunun ba§mda hi~bir seferc kanlmam1§, 
boylece asker Uzerindeki otoritelerini 
kaybetmi§lerdir. Bu arada ya§hst ve genc iyle 
evlenmelerin artug1 Yeni~eri Ocag1'nda, itaatin 
de kalmamastyla bozulmalar anarak sUrmU§, aym 
durum ta§radaki yasak~1 yen i~cri lere de sirayet 
etmi§tir. Dev§irme uygulamasmm cavsamas1, 
fakat askere o lan ihtiya~ yUzunden "kul oglu" ve 
"kul karde§i" adlan a lttnda yapllan usulsi.iz asker 
aday1 ahmlan ocak nufusunu ~ok arttl rffil§, buna 
bagh olarak da bazine buyuk zarar gormU§tfu. 
Bu talimsiz yeni~eriler sava§larda hi~bir ba§an 
gosteremem i§lerdi r. Baz1 devlet ricali arasm.daki 
rekabete de ale t ed ilen ycni~er ile r, adeta bir 
h izip haline gelmi§lerd ir. Il L Mehmed'in 
Hac;:ova Sava§t'nda ilk cicldl ba§anstzhk ornegini 
gosteren yenic;:eriler, 11. Osman'm Lehistan 
(Hotin) Seferi'nde ise isteksizlik ve 
disiplinsizliklerini daha da amtrmL§lardtr. 

S ultan Osman' m Suriye taraflanndan 
toplayacagt askerlerle yeni orclu kurma d U§i.incesi 
istanbu l'cla bi.iyUk bir yeni~eri ayaklanmasma 
sebep olmu§ ve padi§ah feci §ekilde 
olduru lmU§tUr. 0 zamana kadarki yeni~eri 
ayaklanmalannm en bUyuk ve kanhs1 o lan bu 
hadise Uzerine Anadolu'da 11. Osman'm kanm1 
clava eden ayaklanmalar ~ tkim§t t r. Ote yandan 
yeni~eriler de kendilerini bu yola sevk 
edenlerden hesap sormaya ba§lam t§lardtr. 
XVII. asnn ilk yanst Yeni~eri Ocagt'nm tam bir 
~ozulme devri o lmu§, s•k culGslar ve sadrazam 
degi§iklikleri hazineyi sarsm t§ttr. Bu bozulmalara 
para le l o larak siyasername veya nasihatname 
tUri.indc ~C§ i tli eseler kaleme almm t§Sa da 
bunlann hcpsi geleneksel ~ozum lcr Uzerinde 
durmu§tur. 

Sultan IV. Murad'm fiilen idareyi ele 
almasmdan sonra kendisinin ve bazt 
sadrazamlann m yenic;:eri say•s•n• azaltmaya 
yonelik tC§cbbusleri o lmu§sa da bcklenen sonucu 
vermemi§tir. Bu padi§ahm son vc Sultan 
ibrahim'in ilk sadrazamt olan Kemanke§ Mustafa 
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death of Osman II in Anatolia. On the other 
hand, the Janissaries started to quesrion those 
who had d ispatched them to this place. In the 
first half of the 17th century the Janissary Corps 
e ntered an era in which they completely 
disintegrated, and the treasury was rocked by the 
frequent ascensions and changes in grand vizier. 
In parallel with these disruptions, even though a 
variety of ex peri menrs in the fo rm of siydsemame 
or nasihatname were written, these concentrated, 
in general, o n traditional solutions to the 
problems. 

fter Murad IV rook over the administration, 
even though he and some of his grand viziers 
made some efforts to reduce the number of 
Janissaries, the desired result was not ach ieved. 
Even though Kemanke~ Mustafa Pasha, the last 
grand vizier of this su ltan and the first for Sultan 
ibrahim, made efforts to reduce the number of 
ulufe (salary) soldiers, no permanent solutions 
could be fou nd. The Janissaries took advamage 
of the political intrigues that were carried out in 
the first e igh t years of Mehmed IV's re ign, that 
is, when he was a child. The political and 
military discipline that started with the 
appointment of Koprulu Mehmed Pasha to the 
post of grand vizier continued during the long 
tenure of his son and successor Faztl Ahmed 
Pasha, and important mili tary successes were 
achieved at th is time. T he )anissaries, who 
played important ro les in the dethro nement of 
Mehmed IV, had now created a situation in 
which they played a determining role in the 
administration of the state. Zagarctba§t Eginli 
Mehmed Agha undertook an inspectio n of the 
corps, where attendance had not been checked 
for many years, and more than 20,000 mahlUL 
esame, that is Janissary salary documents, were 
discovered; however, a short time later this 
evem cost Mehmed Agha his life. 

At the beginning of the lSrh century, even 
though A mcazade Hi.iseyin Pasha, a member of 
the KoprUlU fam ily, carried out a reorganization 
of the troops, reducing the numbers by half, the 
lack of discipline continued. In the work, 
Nesayihu'L-viizera ve'l-amera, which can be 
considered to be the last example of the general 
type of siyasemame, Treasurer San Mehmed 
Pasha focused particularly o n the l<at>~l<ulu and 
the Janissaries, ;mel made some recommendations 
(p. 67, etc.). However, due w the panic created 
by the Osman II Incident, no serious or 
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Pa§a'nm da ozellikle uiGfeli asker saytsmt azaltan 
giri§imleri o lmu§sa da, kaltc t ~ozl.i mler 
Liretilememi§t ir. Yeni~eri ler IV. Mehmed'in ilk 
sekiz ytlltk ~ocukluk doneminde de iktidar 
oyunlanna alet ed ilmi§tir. Kopri.illi Mehmed 
Pa§a'nm sadarete getirilmesiyle ba§layan siyasi 
ve asker! disiplin, oglu ve ha lefi Fazd Ahmed 
Pa§a'nm uzun sadrazamltgt doneminde de devam 
etmi§, bu a rada onemli asker! ba§anlar eldc 
ed ilmi§ti r. Bu padi§ahm hal'inde onemli rol 
oynayan yeni~eriler devlet yonet iminde kesin 
soz sahibi olma durumuna gelmi§lerdir. Uzl\.ln 
si.iredir yoklama bile yapdamayan ocakta 
Zagarctba§t Egin li Mehmed Aga'nm bir refti§ 
gi ri§imiyle 20 binden faz la mahiGl esiime, yani 
yeni~eri maa§ belgesi ortaya ~tkanlmt§, fak.at ktsa 
slire sonra bu olay Mehmed Aga'nm hayatma 
mal olmu§tur. 

XVIII. yi.izytl ba§larmda Koprlllli ai lesinden 
Amcazade Hi.iseyin Pa§a ocakra tensikat yaparak 
mevcudu ,yan ya indirmi§se de, d isiplinsizlik 
devam etmi§tir. Geleneksel siyasetname tLirlinlin 
son orneklerinden saydabilecek Nesayihii.'l­
vii.zera ve'l-ii.mera adlt eserinde Defterdar San 
Mehmed Pa§a, kaptkulu ve ozellikle yeni~eri ler 
Lizerinde durmu§ ve bazt tavsiyelerde 
bu lunmu§tm (s. 67 vel.). Fakat II. Osman 
Vak'as1'nm verdigi Lirki.intll ylizl.inden ocagm 
tslabtyla ilgili ciddl ve kaltct tedbirler 
altn.amtyordu. Ill. Ahmed zamanmda ozdlikle 
Lale Devri'nde (1718-1730) Nev§ehirli ibrahim 
Pa§a'nm ald1gt bazt tedbirler de beklenen 
neticeyi vermekten uzak kalmt§tlr. 

Su ltan l. Mahmud devrinde (1730-1754) mah iCJ! 
esamelerin Serbestc;e almtp SattlmaSI adeta me§rU 
hale gelmi§, boylece ocak askeri degil sanki 
t icari bir mCtessese gorlintlisline blirlimnli§tli. 
Bu padi§ah zamamnda Avrupai tarzda modern 
ordunun kurulmast yolunda bazt ad unlar a~:~lclt . 
Sad razam Topal Osman Pa§a'nm muvafakattyla 
OsmaniL hizmetine giren Comte de Bonneval 
(Humbarac tba~t Ahmed Pa§a) i§e Humbaract 
Ocagt'ndan ba§ladt ve tamamt maa§lt yeni bir 
smtf te§kil etti. Astl onemlisi humbaractlar ic; in 
ilk defa Humbarahane (=Hendeschane) ad tyla 
asker! bir okulun a<;:tlmasma on ayak oldu. Uzun 
omliriLI olmamakla birlikte bu oncmli bir 
re~ebbi.is idi . Fakat astl 1slah gereken Yen i~er i 
Ocagt'na dokunulam1yordu. 

lll. Mustafa ve doneminin Linlli sadrazamt Koca 
Ragtb Pa§a da tslahata inanmakla birlikte 
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permanent precautions were taken to reform the 
corps. In the era of Ahmed lll, in particular 
during rhe Tulip Era (1718-1730), the few 
precautions taken by Nev§ehirli i brahim Pasha 
did not do much, fai ling to produce the 
expected results. 

ln the era of S ultan Mahmud l (1730-1754) the 
free purchase and sale of the mahlul esdme h ad 
become the norm and thus the corps now 
appeared more like a trade institution rather 
than a military one. During the reign of this 
sultan, some steps were taken tOwards establishing 
a modern European style army. \Vith the 
agreement of Grand Vizier Topal Osman Pasha, 
Comte de Bonneval (Humbaractba§t Ahmed 
Pasha) entered the Ottoman service and a new 
class, tOtally salaried, was created. What is 
important here is that this acted as a forerunner 
to the establishment of the opening of a school 
for the first time for the humbaracc 
(grenad iers/bombardiers), the Humbarahane 
(Hendesehane). Despite no t surviving for long, 
this was an important undertaking. However, 
the Janissary Corps, which was really in need of 
reform, was not touched. 

ustafa Ill and the famous grand vizier of the era, 
Koca Ragtb Pasha, although be lieving in reform, 
were unable to touch the Janissaries; on ly the 
Hungarian-French cannoneer Baron de Tott 
was able to introduce some innovations to the 
Top~u Corps (Ca1moneers). The Ottoman­
Russian War ( 1768-1774) was a clear indication 
that the Janissaries were no longer of any use, 
being little more than rabble. The abuse of the 
esame continued under Su ltan Mustafa and his 
successor Abdi.ilhamid l. The defeats in the 
Ottoman-Austrian War, which started in the 
era of Sultan Abdtilhamidl (1774-1789), and 
the Ottoman-Russian war once more made it 
clear that the reform of the corps was not possi­
ble. It seemed now that the only answer was to 
abolish them. 

In the era of Selim Ill, who was a well-intentioned 
reforming sultan, the Janissary Corps was taken 
in hand. According to the reform bill that was 
prepared, it was demanded that the Janissaries 
undergo training a few days a week. However, 
the real development in the era of this sultan 
was the formation of a new army, according to 

the methods used in the mi li tary arena in 
Europe. The Nizam-i Cedfd army qu ickly 
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Ycnic;:cri Ocagt'na dokunamamt§lar, sadece 
Macar asdlt Frans1z topc;:usu Baron de Tott'a 
Topc;:u Ocag•'nda baz1 yenilikler 
yapmtabilmi§lerdir. 1768-1774 Osmanlt-Rus 
Sava§l, yenic;:erilerin ne kadar i§C yaramaz bir 
guruh haline geldiklerinin bariz gostcrgesi 
olmu§tur. Esame suiistimali gerck Sultan 
Mustafa gerekse halefi l. Abdulhamid 
donemlerinde de devam etmi§tir. Sultan 
1. Abdulhamid doneminde (1774-1789) 
ba§layan Osmanlt-Avuscurya ve Osmani1-Rusya 
sava§lannda alman yeni lgi ler, ocagm tslahmm 
mlimki.'ln olmad1gtn1 bir kez daha ortaya 
koymu§tu. Ancak ocagm kaldmlmas1 da 
m(imktin gorulmliyordu. 

iyi niyetli ve yenilikc;:i bir padi§ah olan Ill. Selim 
doneminde Yenic;:eri Ocag•'na da cl anld1. 
Hamlanan •slahat layihasma gore, yenic;:erilcrin 
haftada birkac;: glin talim gormeleri isteniyordu. 
Fakar bu padi§ah zamanmcla as.! geli§me, asker! 
alanda Avupa i usule gore yen i bir ordu tc§kili 
olmu§rur. Kurulan Nizam-1 Cedid ordusu ktsa 
surede geli§mi§ ve buyi.imi.i§tli. Fakat ycnic;:eriler 

developed and grew. However, the Janissaries 
not only did not respect this new army, they 
started to oppose it, worried that it would lead 
to their abolishment. Finally, led by Kabakc;:• 
Mustafa, the Janissaries revolted and attained 
what they wamed; the implementations of the 
Nizdm-i Cedfd and the new army were abolished. 
At this jLmcture, the rebels, dethroning Scl im 
Ill, put Mustafa IV on the throne. The 
Janissaries, thus once again showed their actual 
power by removing a su ltan from the throne. 
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bu ycni orduya ragbet etmedikleri gibi, 
kald~r~lacaklan end i~esiyle c;ok gec;meden cephe 
de almaya ba§laddar. $()nunda Kabakc;1 Mustafa 
ondcrliginde ayaklanan yenic;eriler isteklerini 
elde etm i§ ve Nizihn-1 Cedld uygulamalann1, bu 
arada yeni orduyu kaldJrtmt§lardtr. Bu arada 
Sultan Selim tahttan indirilerek yerine asiler 
tarafmdan IV. Mustafa culus ettirilmi§tir. 
Boylcce bir kez daha padi§ah deviren yen ic;eriler 
devlet Ctzerindeki gi.it;lerin i fiilen gosterm i§lerdir. 
Bu olay, esame gel iri gibi ocagm var!Jgmcla 
menfaati bulunan baz1 devlel ricalinin de 
desregiyle gerc;ekle§tirilmi§tir. Sir si.ire sonra 
Sultan Selim'in katlinde de dahli bulunan 
yenic;eri Ueri gelenleri devlet erkant ile Hiiccec-i 
$er'iyye adtyla bir senet imzalayarak hayadannt 
garantiye almak istemi§lerdir. A lemdar Mustafa 
Pa§a'nm devreye girmesiyle tahta get;iri len II. 
Mahmud'un saltanattnm ilk ytllannda Mustafa 
Pa§a'mn gayrecleriyle Sekban-1 Cedld adtyla 
Nizam-1 Cedld tarzmda yeni bir ordu te§kil 
edilmi§ fakat bunun omri.i de birkat; ay gibi c;ok 
klsa bir mi.iddet si.irmi.i§, bu giri§im de Babtali 
baskm1 ve Alemdar'm oli.imuyle son bulmu§tur. 
Daha sonra yenic;eriler Sultan IL Mahmud'un 
§ahstnl hedef aLan isyanlara devam etmi§ler ve 
stk stk yangmLar <;tkartmt§lardtr. 

Bu arada II. Mahmud plan It bir §ekilde 
yenic;erilere kar§l tedbirler almaya devam ediyor, 
bi lhassa ocagm onemli mevkilerine kendisine ve 
fikirlerine baglt ki§i leri geLirmeye ozen 
gosteriyordu. Yenic;eri agaltgma Aga Huseyin 
Pa§a'yl getirmesi bunun en c;arptCI omegidir. 
Hic;bir asked yam kalmamt§ yenic;eriler 
konusunda baz1 devlet adamlan da padi§aha 
destek veriyorlard1. Mayts 1826'da §eyhi.i lislam 
konagmda yap1lan toplanttda, Yenic;eri Agast 
Mehmed Celaleddin Aga'nm yenic;erilerin yeni 
talime razt o lduklannt belirtmesi i.izerinc, 
"E§kinci Ocagt" adtyla ocaga dayah yeni bir ordu 
kurulmast kararla~unldt. Hamlanan layihaya 
gore, yeni smtfm erleri ocak boluklerinden 
set; ilecek, ocak hiyerar~ is i c.legi§meyecekti. 
Ger~ekten ktsa si.i rede 7650 E§kinci aday1 
sec;ildi. Bunlar tali mli asker olacaklardt. Ancak 
bazt ocak agalanrun gizli faaliyetleri sonunda bu 
giri§im de fiyasko ile neticelendi. Zira se~ilen 
yeni~eriler yeni tarz talim istemiyorlardt. 
B6ylecc padi§ah ve bir bakuna devlet ile 
ycni~eriler tekrar kar§t kar§Jya gelmi§lerd i. 
Yaptlan toplannda ocag111 tamamen 
kalclmlmasma karar verildi. II. Mahmuc.l'un 
emriylc Peygamber sancagt olan Sancak-1 $erif 
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This event was realized with the support of some 
statesmen, who were benefited not only by the 
income from the eslime, but the existence of the 
Janissarics. Sometime later, the Janissaries and 
leading statesmen who were involved in the 
murc.ler of Sultan Selim had a document signed, 
known as a Hiiccet-i $er'iyye, which guaranteed 
their lives. In the first year~ of the reign of 
Mahmud II , who had come co the throne with 
the help of Alemdar Mustafa Pasha, a new army 
was formed in the style of the Nizam-i Cedfd; 
this was known as the Sekbtln-1 Cedld. However 
this army lasted only a few months, ending with 
pressure from the Sublime Port and the death of 
Alemdar. Later, the rebellions of the Janissarics, 
which targeted Sultan Mahmucl II, continued 
and they lit frequent fires. 

At this juncture, Mahmud II continued to take 
precautions against the Janissaries in a purposeful 
way, taking particular care co place those people 
who were affiliated with him and his ideas in 
important posit ions in the corps. Appointing 
Agha Huseyin Pasha as the Janissary agha is the 
most striking example of this. Some statesmen 
supported the sultan in the matter of the 
Janissaries, a corps in which there was no 
military aspect left. Ln May 1826, in a meeting 
held in the manor of the sheikh-ul-Islam, it was 
decided to establish a new army proposed by 
Mehmcd Celaleddin Agha. According to the 
prepared bill , the new class of soldiers was to be 
chosen from the troops of the corps, and the 
hierarchy of the corps was nol to change. In a 
remarkably short period of time, 7,650 E§kinci 
cadets were chosen to be trained as soldiers. 
However, thanks to the secre t man ipulations of 
the aghas or some corps, this enterprise was to 
end in a fiasco; the ]anissaries who had been 
selected did not want to carry out the new style 
of training. Thus, the sultan and, from some 
aspects, the state, had once again come into 
direct conflict with the Janissaries. In the 
meeting that was held it was decided to 

completely abolish the corps. Upon the order of 
Mahmud II, the Sancak-1 ~erff, the banner of 
Prophet Muhammad, was removed and an 
active front was formed against the Janissaries. 
In adc.lition to statesmen and scholars, the 
people and the madrasahs combined against the 
Janissaries. Aga Hllseyin Pasha and the soldiers, 
setting out from Oivanyolu, marched to the 
Janissary barracks on the Anatolian Bosphorus 
shore, while izzet Mehmed Pasha set out with 
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II. Mahmud ve Kamuoyu 

Prof D, Alxliilkadir 0ZCAN 

Sulum Malmwd )'l'nit;eri Oca~'wn kaldml..lrg, 1826 ydmm sonrasmda lwml'n her alancla )'Cnilik/cr 
ya{JlllCI)'ll t·~ At rH/1a')•a a~al< t('idumwya ~-uii~Jnr~ttr. B11nlan lwmrwyuna l>enimsetmeh t•e hir net•t 
kcmli!O)'II olu~wnnak mai<sadl)•lct il/.. clefn dogrudan /wilda Riirii~me/.: iqin yrm Rezilcrinc c;tl.:m1~Ur. 
I 828- I 839 arasmda bil·qoi< deja ntl!ntld<l'l gcz.i/erine ~zkm1 11. Malnnrul Aralrl.: 1828 .wmlarmcla 
Kiic;iik t•e l3iiyiik (:c/.:.mece'ye; JR2c.; /J(t§lcmnda yine Kiir;iik (:donecc, 1/aclrml<ii)' t•e Biiy1ii< 
(:ekmece'ye g~clerek tebaasnun Junonww )'erinde ceftr~ etmi~tlr. 1829 $ttbawultt kara yoluyla 
Biiyiik <;elonece, Siliuri t'l' Tekrrdag'a .!;!den padi§ah buralarda hal/<a bando miizz/!i dinlemll~tlr. 
28 Ocak 18 ~0' da plw!£1 ikmct T ekirdal! seyahacine yeni sa em alman bugu ( lmharu) gemisi)·le 
c;rk11ll~, haz1 deneclemelerde hulunmu~, $umnu')•a ilecilmek t~zere omda bekletilen miihinmuwn 
hem~n sctl<im sa.~lwm§. jirrmal1 hi,·ltatada yme gemi}lr? gii~liiklc lsrcmb111'a d<'inmii~!iir. Aynt )'rim 
temmrtz Ll)'mda dc1 EJirne'ye gitmi§ttr. 
3 HC!zirnn 1831 'ell! (:anal<l<ale'yc. /mrm/an da Edirne'ye giden Srtlwn Mahmud, 33 giin siiren 
gc.>zisinde Gdiholu ve Bola)'tr'u dn ug'non1~, f~wndi fatihi Siilc.>ynum p,,~a'mn riirbesiJu ziyaret 
eoni~; mild-i sclilsc d<.!nilen Miisliinwn, 1 ltrisriyan Fe Mused" din J.!iiredtleri-vl~ gi)n'i~mii§. onbm 
iltswtlanla hulumn11~; Gdibvlu Met'let·.fhlmesl'ni ;::i)'arec ederek mai)•etindcki iinlii b<.!srd<itr 
Hamnuunizade lsmail Dede Efendi'ye t'C Lligcr lllllsiki~inaslara ayfn t'C Sdlla ic.:ra ettirmi~cir. 
<;anal<kale'ye gc~en padr§ah hurada Cuma selamlzgma giderkcn lwllw fc:s, harvani t e .sctre 
pcmwlonla garunmii~ciir. Dalw sunra Edime')'C giden padi§ah, giizergah ii~erinde hHIHnan )'crkrm 
naib, mwm, t'O)'t'nda, a)·an t•e di,~er ik"'·l gdenlerine hediyelcr t•mni~cir. Edirne')·e girerken mild-i 
sl!lase dcri gell!nlerinc:e kctr~rlanan 11. Mahmwl, half.:d yeni kr)•a{et~ylc.' ~iiriinme)'e ()zen Riiscenni~tir. 
Edirne'dl! )'<t/JurdJ/!1 Asal<ir-i Mamrire la~la.snw giclcn padiJalt, mi<cr mmmda yiiriimii~, 
denetlcmdcrde h11lrmmu~, erler/c ycllwulttn dgilenmi~1ir uezilerinin wnac1mn snf lta)''r eser/eri 
)'£1(Jtzmwk t'e srkmtdan gidaml!k old1t,~ww hdincn Il. lvtahmttd, ilzcllilde lwscandercle 
incclemelerde lmlunnw~, el<si/derin g1dertlmc..~i i~·in mai)•ecinde lmltma11 Asakir-i Htissa Hd<imbCJ~tst 
Alxliillw/.: ~tolla'yr goredemlinni~cir. Bu {lrcula iinlii Ali Pa.}a CLil'§ISt'nda clola~mz~. din farkt 
gozconeden §ehir ileri gelenlerini ~araya d(ltet etmi~. on/(ll·a hediyeler vererel< goniillerini almr~rrr. 
7 Eyliill833'tl! once A)•astefanos (Ye§ill<ny)'caki Asakir-i Mcmsure hzrlikbinr tefci~ eden 
11. Mahmud, gemiyle Gemlil<'e ger;mi~. rersancde incelemelerdc lmlunmll§. 11 Eyli4l'de lvnzr'e 
ltar~kcc coni~, rersane)•i t•e yine Astll<ir-i Manstlre hirlilderini dcnerlemi~, iki giin sonra da 
i$wnlm/'a tliinmii~o;;.r. 
Sill tan Malmwd ar yd sonra, 21 Kmnn 1836 'da I zmit' e il<inci defa p:irmi~tir. O.~hid.t.tr' dan iize/ 
[a)·tonuyla your ~tkcm padi~ahm maiyetinde ogullan Abdiilmecul ve Ahdillazi:: efenc.lilt!r de ycr 
almt~crr. Gchze, Tat•§ancrl uzerinden lzmic'c t·,mm /J{Wr~ah brmula mlw·f hmtdo re cop au~lml)'la 
/wr~zlanmt~llr. lJazt a~rl,~lara t•e ccr.~w1cde yeni yLlJ)llan bir geminm tlt!ni~t! indiril1~ c6renme lwultm 
pwli~alt, Feshanc'yi de zjyarec ermt~rtr. 
II. Ma/unud'un en u~un t•e oncmlz seyaiUtci kiSlnen bugiinkit Bttlgarrscan't dLI irmc alan Rumeli 
~e;;:isidir. Oncekrler [!ibi halhla dofb'ttdan ccmm t c asker! refci~ gon·munumcle ulan bu se)·aluurn brr 
b~ka b~elliJ!i il~d kttg,r/(1)'/a onced~t dtl~ltl11lmasultr. 27 Ntsan 1837'dc Nusreti)'C Qemistyle 
Varna')·a harc:her ede11 [Jcu:li§ah,lnmula hr~ln, haswne, dcmir/wne, sdo, /)(rntthtrnl! t•e lwlde 
incelcmdc1 )'aJmu§; lvlitSlimwn L'l! ga)•rtmiislnn ilai gelenlcrini lwlml edl!rd< i/rifarhmb 
/mltmmll~!llr. Ya/Jll,~t lma knnll~mcu/(, meal~n. "Memlehetimizin her yerincle httlwwn Miislt'illl,m 
t•e gayrimiislim herl<csm ~uliimden konmnwsr t•e iisciyi§in rcmini r?ll bw.;iih l11'Z.1lll111Z.dttr. Onun 11,.111 

brt )Ont(ll seyahacc r;1/.:arak bumlllra gddzlc Aynca fukanmm iwllcrmr, /,alrt>n llKcl"mck, iilkeyt 



inwr t.!lmel<, cdwli 11c rcily{iyt mrtlwft~:rtl elnll!h ba~ltcn 
giiret•imizdir" demi~, mel<1cp \out!dormo hcdtyeler 
clagrtmt~ttr. 

Dalw :wnra $umnu')'CI lwreket edc>n f>ad~alt lwll<.a ycni 
l<t)'afeti)·le gorunmic~, zahrre amban, cebehanc ve A'iakrr-i 
Mansure siivan k1§lasmt clnla~nH~ ttt: a~ht>ri wlimleri 
seyreoni~rrr. $umnH'da ba~l<iitiht t·nstlastyla yapufit 
lwm t~mcrdct, teluumnm dLmmwmt )'L'rmdc giirrnd< ~~·m 
J.(ddi~ni, her ycrde nizom w rl'jalu S((g/mnak isrcdi,(rn11 
belirrerck iizcllc 1 "Stz l~wnlttr 1 scz EnnotilC'r, siz Yalnultler' llepimz M ti.~liimanlar gihi Allah' m kul11 
t:e benim cebaammuz. Dinlenn1z ba§ka h~l<.ad1r Fal<at ltcfliniz kanunun H crCu.le-1 ~ahanemm 
himayesindc.~iniz. V ergdermizi iideyin; hunlar sizin Clmuycl vc mhawuz ipn lwllandacakur" 
tlenll§tir. $ztmHI!1 dmt Silistre'ye ge~en fuuli~lth btt mtulll Ejkch ve B()Man t uyt'£•dnlannt lwlnd t'e 
wlti[ ctmi~; Sili~lre'clc milel-i selfbenin rndw·f> ~·uCIII<Imm£1 madtli yarclrmlurclu h!llunmr.t~wr. 
Sillstn!'dcn Tww tizerinden Tlttwlwn ynlwvla Ru~q11k'a /wrd.:et eden J>w.li~ait lnmula hmululmla 
l<ar§llamnr~, Wf>hancclc, mfihnmnat de[>l tlarmda, t.erwmcde, lmbuba1 amlmrumnda incelcmclenk 
lmlunmu~. Amsturya, Fransa ve Prusya'nm el~i •ve konsoloslamu kabul emu~. luf>rulann scna~ 
wliml~!rim onlarla htrlilae irlcmi~rrr. ller yerde olduj{tt gibt Rusrul<'ta da a~ semcrttl' dmm tbc 
,l{elcnlerinin gdniillcri!ll almt§lll'. 
H ttS(1lk

1 cwt Tnnot•u ynlttyla Ktztmlth, Ztt.(ITctywril< 1 Ci.~rim!lsWjctJ>a~tt t •c f:rlmte J.!LizerglilmH 
izlcyerel< iswnlml'a diint'n f)(uli~tlhm lm J!,CZisi 39 gwt siinnii~liir. Diill(/iil<ten snma yayonlwlt.~t 
fennandtt mea/en, "UII<emde onmm/nttiln Mii$liimtm ve ga)·nmii.~limlcnn ntllltafazalnn ilc {is{t'li~ 
ve isriraltmlan en huytik ar:zwnuzdur. Bu me~aldwtlt yolwluf!a ~tf<t~ scbebimrz de tilkt'llin inwn te 
Italian himaycsidlr. Siz clc ona gm·e ltarel<u edimz tJe iizerinize dti§en 1~bde sac.lakat azere olumcz" 
cliyerek Mihliiman ya da ,!.!aynmiislun herl<csin huzur t~inclc )'(~wnttlamtl tSIC1ttl~llr. 
Snmtq olam/< 1 Sulwn M,,!tmud, gilcif!i yerlercle $C!l'!!.i g~·,.~wnlcriylc lwr~tlmrnu~ lwllw )'llkm Li,Qt 

J!,iistennr~' diui VI.' a.~l<eri nwhalleri Zl)'lll'!.'l ccnti~ I ccrsmtc 1'(' w·milenle inr:clemelerde /mltnllltll~; 
hal/an ihriya~lcm i~·m /wsranc. hwncnn, /.:ufm'i I mdae{1 ve Zlthirc am han f,!i!Jt sos-ya/ rest \/erie 
ilgilennu~ I lwnu~malarrnc.Ut srk stk tchna~mm c~uu~mi t•urguumu§Cir. /3iJ)·It.!cc /nr -yauc.Um l>a~lawgt 
yenilik harel<crlcnm I~Ta)'Q ycrymal< tstt>rl<en, cligcr yandan gcrek hall<tt /utaJllarr snmmda, gcnh:.c 
Crmw selamltklanua c;tlwrkcn p.i)·dij!i ycnt l<~yafetiyle lel)(utsma Dmch olmal< t~tcmi~ur. MdtLCl111 

ycnni alan lmnduy11 t·enlinlij!t /wmcr/erle de haUw htnllt ~evclm!lcyt hcdcj1enu~ ulnwlrJrr. (lezt 
/wherlermi. rtlwmwyct ho~lalllf!l I h(lf/(1 ha<t .~oytlmt FmllSIZ<.'l!. l:!mtl'lliC!' I u lllltCll, AraJ>~'ll 1't Far:-.~(! 
oktrah da ncFedilcn Ta/wim-i Vel<ftyi'de )'ayrmunamk lwmrwywtu llrlwmur (1/m{tl< isccmi~rtr. 
IJiincmin val<anitVL.\i E$ad E[Mulr c1c fJadt~ahm nwiyerind£' htt~l gevlen· luwlmr~ \ e aliew 11h c:r 
gt~nliih maltiyetmdekt A)•arii~l-lw'jr tc Scjemfmtt-t 11ct'I'T escrhmt kttleml' alm~ur. Padi~cthm ;9 
grin siircn Rwneli ~cyttltarinc anlu Pncsyalt general flelmwh t m1 Mold<e de kactlnu~ t•e tlgmr;­
lc.~flitlenlc lmltmnut~lllr. 
( lezi ma.mt.namu {,cndi.~i lwr~tla)•mt ~~~Item Malnnw/' 101 'lllrl i~i $C'I£rlwrlemlltt T1trk i11ktla[' wnlri 
ha/mmndan imcmli btr ha~langtr ultlrt/Ill siiyll!ne/Jrlir. 
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,\1,/lk.:, l/dnuu/1 ""' ~1,/lk.: 11111 I urk1~r ,\Jd·wp/,, 1 ltC llcl'lrldi<~IJ 1 lT, I 1 /YW. 1)~ /,'»l 
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s,: tkarnlarak yenic;:erilere kar§l fi ill bir cephe 
olu§turuldu. Devlet erkan1 ile ulemadan ba§ka 
halk ve medreseliler de yenic;:eri lere kar§t 
birle§mi§ti. Aga Huseyin Pa§a askerleriyle 
Divanyolu'ndan hareketle Bogaz'm Anadolu 
sahillerindeki ve lzzet Mehmed Pa§a humbaract, 
lagm1ct ve kalyoncularla Sarac;:hane'den 
h arekecle Et Meydan•'ndaki yenic;:eri k1§lalanna 
yi.iri.iduler. Her yonden sanld•klan n1 goren asiler 
odalanna kapanmi§lardL Topc;:u, lagtmct ve 
kalyonculann da kattlumyla yenic;:erilere kar§t 
bi.iyi.ik bir zafer kazantld t. Kt§lalan yerle bir 
ed ilen yenic;:erilerin bir ktsmt ktltc;:tan gec;:irildi, 
digerleri ise istanbul dt§tna sli ri.i ld i.i. T a§radaki 
yenic;:erilerin de dag1ttlmalan ic;:in yetkililere 
fermanlar gonderildi. Kaynaklarda Vak'a-i 
Hayriyye diye gec;:en bu hadise ile ilgili olarak 
Vak'ani.ivis Esad Efend i Oss-i Zafer ad1yla 
mi.istakil bir eser kaleme almt§tlr. Hatta 
J'ophane'de II. Mahmud tarafmdan yaptmlan 
camiye yen ic;:eri lere kar§L kazantlan zaferin 
ni§anesi olarak "Nusretiye" ad1 verilmi§tir. Bu 
olay, ba§ta istanbul olmak lizere imparatorlugun 
hemen her yerinde bi.iylik memnuniyetle 
kar§tlanmt§tlr. Ocagm ilgas• ile birlikte devlet 
hazinesinde de rahatlama oltnu§tur. Bu had ise ile 
ilgili birc;:ok tarih di.i§i.irlilmi.i§Se de, bunlann en 
guzeli ve anlamhs1 Kec;:ecizade izzet Molla'ya ai t, 

Tecemmu' eyledi Meydan-1 Lahm'e 
Edip kufran-I ni'mec nice bagf 
Koyup kald1rmada ikide birde 
Kazan devrild.i sondurdu ocagt 

dtirtli.ik ve sondaki ebced hesab1yla 1241 (1826) 
ythnt veren mtsrad1r. 

Ba§ta Edirne olmak i.izere ta§radaki bi.iti.in 
yenic;:eri birlikleri lagvediltni§, ocaga mahsus 
bi.iti.in unvan ve tabirler de kaldmlml§tlr. Bu 
arada titeden beri yenic;:erilerle ic;:li dt§lt olan ve 
onlan isyana kt§brtan Bekta§t tekkeleri de 
kapattlmi§tlr. Sultan 11. Mahmud'un emriyle 
kurulan Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediye b sa 
si.irede geli§erek imparatorluk sathma yayilmi§ ve 
gi.ini.imi.iz modern Turk ordusunun c;:eki rdegi 
o lmu§tur. 

Sonu~ olarak, saytca fazla olmamakla birlikre, 
kuru lu§ ve gel i§tne dtinemlerinde zaferlerin 
kazantlmasmda onemli rolleri olan yenic;:eri ler, 
dogrudan padi§ah otoritesini temsil ederlerdi. Bu 
bakundan ta§rada si.vri len ki§ilere kar§• daima 
aranan bir go~ olmu§, merkez[ otoriteyi 
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the humbaract, lag,.mct and kalyoncu from 
Sarac;:hane to the ] anissary barracks in Et 
Meydant. The rebels, seeing that they were 
surrounded, secured themselves in the barracks. 
With the participation of the topt;:u, lagtmct and 
l<alyoncu a great victory was won against the 
Janissaries. Some of the ]an issaries, whose 
barracks were totally destroyed, were killed, 
while oth ers were exiled from Istanbu l. 
Authoritative firmans were sent to the provinces 
to disperse the )anisse:uies there. Of the sources, 
rhe best report of this event, which is referred to 
as the Vak'a-i Hayriyye, is the independent work 
by the court chronicler Esad Efendi, Oss-i Zafer. 
The mosque built by Mahmud II i,n Tophane 
was given the name Nusreci)•e, as in 
commemoration of the victory won against the 
Janissaries. This event was met with great 
pleasure throughout the country, especially in 
Istanbul. The state treasury also found relief 
with the abolition of the corps. Even though 
many chronograms were written in connection 
with this event, the most beautiful and 
meaningful is that by Ke~ecizade izzet Molla: 

Tecemmu' eyledi Meydan-t Lahm'e 
Edip l<u[ran-1 ni'mec nice bO.gf 
Koyup i<aldtrmada ikide birde 
Kazan devrildi sondurdu ocag,. 

The ebced calculations at the end give us the 
date 1241 (1826). 

With the abolition of the Janissary troops in the 
provinces, which started from Edirne, aU the 
titles and designations of the corps were also 
abolished. At this juncture, the Bekta§t tel<kes, 
which had been closely affi liated with the 
Janissaries and which had stined them to 
rebellion, were also closed. On the orders of 
Sultan Mahmud II the Asal<ir-i Mansure-i 
Muhammediye was qu ickly developed and spread 
throughout the empire, forming the nucleus of 
the modern T urkish army~ 

Finally, the Janissaries, a lthough not great in 
number, played important roles in the victories 
during the foundation and the developmental 
periods of the state, directly represented the 
authority of the sultan. From this aspect, they 
were a power that was constantly needed against 
prominent people in the provinces; the central 
authority would send them to outlying areas of 
the empire~ At rhe same time, the Janissaries 
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imparatorlugw1 en i.icra yerlerinde saglamaya 
~alt§mt§lardtr. Bu arada hal' ve cuiOslarda onemli 
roller i.istlenmi§ ve etkili olmu§lard1r. Ancak 
XVI. yi.izytl son lanncla ba§layan bozukluk ve 
di.izensizliklerin onune ge~ilememi§t ir. II. Osman 
Vak'ast'ndan sonra ~ekinilen bir gi.iruh haline 
gelen yeni~erilere XVII. ve XVIII. yi.izytllarda da 
dokunulamamt§, nihayer 1826 Haziranmda 
varltklanna son verilmi§tir. 
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